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Viewing Guide - La Strada (“The Road”) (1954)

SYNOPSIS
Free-spirited Gelsomina is sold to the surly traveling circus performer Zampanò as his assistant. Traveling
from town to town to perform, a strange bond develops between the two as Gelsomina learns her purpose
in life and Zampanò realizes too late his attachment to her. 
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“In the present era, there is a need for witnesses of hope, beauty and truth. Good cinema and those who create and
star in it have the power to recover the authenticity of imagery in order to safeguard and promote human dignity.“

Pope Leo XIV

CAST
Zampanò ........................Anthony Quinn 
Gelsomina .................... Giulietta Masina 
“The Fool” .................. Richard Basehart 

  
Writers ........ Federico Fellini, Tullio Pinelli, Ennio Flaiano 
Director ...................................................... Federico Fellini 

TRIVIA
Federico Fellini had an extraordinarily difficult time finding producers who were willing to back the film.
Several of the producers who had previously financed Fellini's work felt that the script was promising
but that the film would be unlikely to turn a profit. Other potential backers were turned off by Fellini's
insistence that his wife, Giulietta Masina, should play the role of Gelsomina. Fellini began shooting the
film before any financial backers had officially signed on. 

Won the first-ever Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film. 

Anthony Quinn said in an interview a few years before his death that he originally accepted a deal that
would have paid him a percentage of the profits this film may have generated instead of an upfront
salary. After his agent found out about it, he changed the deal and insisted an upfront salary and no
percentage. Quinn said that decision cost him several million dollars. 

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000019/?ref_=tttrv_tr
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000019/?ref_=tttrv_tr
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0556399/?ref_=tttrv_tr
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000063/?ref_=tttrv_tr


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1.What do you think about the film La Strada? 
2.Why does the mother of Gelsomina agree to the “deal” that Zampanò contracts with her? 
3.Describe the personalities of the characters: 

a.Zampanò 
b.Gelsomina 
c.The Fool 

4.In what ways could we describe the relationships among the three main characters in any sense that
of love? 

5.Did you notice any references to Christianity and Catholicism in the film?
6.How does the character of Zampanò change through the course of the film? 
7.Giulietta Masina reported that, after the film was released, people would meet her in public, bow

down before her, and almost worship her.  Why might this character produce such profound
adulation? 

8.What is the meaning of the film’s title, La Strada (“the Road”)? 
9.Do you have a theory about the source of Zampanò’s brutish behavior?  How does Gelsomina react to

this behavior? 
10.This film was made in the early 1950’s in Italy, when the nation was still trying to recover from the

devastation of the Second World War.  How does La Strada speak to such a time? 
11.Would you recommend La Strada to others?  Why or why not? 

QUOTES
The Fool: If you won't stay with him, who will? I'm an ignorant man, but I've read a book or two. You may
not believe it, but everything in this world has a purpose. Even this pebble, for example. 
Gelsomina: Which one? 
The Fool: This one. Any one. But even this one has a purpose. 
Gelsomina: What's its purpose? 
The Fool: Its purpose is - how should I know? If I knew, I'd be... 
Gelsomina: Who? 
The Fool: The Almighty, who knows everything. When you're born. When you die. Who knows? No, I
don't know what this pebble's purpose is, but it must have one, because if this pebble has no purpose,
then everything is pointless. Even the stars! At least, I think so. And you too. You have a purpose too. 

The Fool: Maybe he likes you? 
Gelsomina: Zampanò... likes me? 
The Fool: Why not? He's like a dog. Ever see those dogs who look like they want to speak, but all they do
is bark? 

The Fool: What a funny face! Are you a woman, really? Or an artichoke? 

Gelsomina: The Fool is hurt. 
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