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Viewing Guide - Babette’s Feast (1987)

DIRECTED BY BABRIEL AZEL

SYNOPSIS

In 19th century Denmark, two adult sisters live in an isolated village with their father, who is the honored
pastor of a small Protestant church that is almost a sect unto itself. Although they each are presented with
a real opportunity to leave the village, the sisters choose to stay with their father, to serve to him and their
church. After some years, a French woman refugee, Babette, arrives at their door, begs them to take her in,
and commits herself to work for them as maid/housekeeper/cook. Sometime after their father dies, the
sisters decide to hold a dinner to commemorate the 100th anniversary of his birth, which Babette
prepares.
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QUOTES

Old Lorenz Lowenhielm: [last words to Martinal: | have been with you every day of my life. Tell me you
know that.

Old Martina: Yes, | know it.

Old Lorenz Lowenhielm: You must also know that | shall be with you every day that is granted to me
from now on. Every evening | shall sit down to dine with you. Not with my body, which is of no
importance, but with my soul. Because this evening | have learned, my dear, that in this beautiful world
of ours, all things are possible.

“In the present era, there is a need for witnesses of hope, beauty and truth. Good cinema and those who create and
star in it have the power to recover the authenticity of imagery in order to safeguard and promote human dignity.“
Pope Leo XIV
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Babette: An artist is never poor.

Old Lorenz Lowenhielm: [Taps his glass and stands, saying]: Mercy and truth have met together.
Righteousness and bliss shall kiss one another.

Man, in his weakness and shortsightedness believes he must make choices in this life.

He trembles at the risks he takes. We do know fear. But no. Our choice is of no importance.
There comes a time when our eyes are opened and we come to realize that mercy is infinite.
We need only await it with confidence and receive it with gratitude.

Mercy imposes no conditions.

And lo! Everything we have chosen has been granted to us.

And everything we rejected has also been granted.

Yes, we even get back what we rejected.

For mercy and truth have met together, and righteousness and bliss shall kiss one another.

Old Lorenz Lowenhielm: In Paradise, you will be the great artist that God meant you to be. Ah, how you
will delight the angels!"

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.What did you think of the film, Babette’s Feast?

2.Each of the three main characters, at first glance, seems to be “divided” in herself. What does the
film suggest can restore them to fullness?

3.What does the film say about the value and meaning of sacrifice?

4.How does the feast bring communion out of sin and division? How does the Eucharistic feast bring
Communion out of sin and division?

5.Babette’s Feast has been called a “most Catholic” film. What could this mean? How is the
Protestantism of the sisters contrasted to the Catholic sensibilities of the French Babette?

6.What roles do Babette and the general, Lorens Lowenhielm, play at the feast?

7.1n his letter of introduction of Babette to the sisters, Papin recalls his relationship with the singer
Phillipa, saying, “And yet, my beautiful Soprano of the Snows, as | write this | feel the grave is not the
end. In Paradise | shall hear your voice again. There you will forever be the great artist God intended
you to be. Oh, how you will enchant the angels! Then, later in the film, Phillipa echoes Papin, this time
about Babette, “In Paradise, you will be the great artist that God meant you to be. Ah, how you will
delight the angels!" What do these dual quotes say about life, its meaning, and its ultimate
fulfillment?

8.Give your impression of the “homily” of Lorens Lowenhielm.

9.What virtues do you think Babette manifests?

10.In what ways might we consider Babette a friend of the two sisters? In what way are the two sisters

friends of Babette?
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