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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK: 

 

The End of the Affair is a 1951 novel by British author Graham Greene. Set in London during and just 

after the Second World War, the novel examines the obsessions, jealousy and discernments within the 

relationships between three central characters: writer Maurice Bendrix; Sarah Miles; and her husband, 

civil servant Henry Miles. 

 

Graham Greene's life and own affair with Catherine Walston has been suggested as informing the 

thematic basis of The End of the Affair. The British edition of the novel is dedicated to "C" while the 

American version is made out to "Catherine". Greene's own house at 14 Clapham Common Northside was 

bombed during the Blitz.  The End of the Affair is the fourth and final of Greene's "Catholic novels" 

tetralogy, following Brighton Rock (1938), The Power and the Glory (1940), and The Heart of the 

Matter (1948). 

 

ABOUT GRAHAM GREENE: 

 

Henry Graham Greene (1904 – 1991) was an English writer and journalist regarded by many as one of the 

leading novelists of the 20th century. 

 

Combining literary acclaim with widespread popularity, Greene acquired a reputation early in his lifetime 

as a major writer, both of serious Catholic novels and of thrillers (or "entertainments" as he termed them). 

He was shortlisted for the Nobel Prize in Literature several times. Through 67 years of writing, which 

included over 25 novels, he explored the conflicting moral and political issues of the modern world. The 

Power and the Glory won the 1941 Hawthornden Prize and The Heart of the Matter won the 1948 James 

Tait Black Memorial Prize and was shortlisted for the Best of the James Tait Black. Greene was awarded 

the 1968 Shakespeare Prize and the 1981 Jerusalem Prize. Several of his stories have been filmed, some 

more than once, and he collaborated with filmmaker Carol Reed on The Fallen Idol (1948) and The Third 

Man (1949). 

 

He converted to Catholicism in 1926 after meeting his future wife, Vivien Dayrell-Browning. Later in life 

he called himself a “Catholic agnostic.” He died in 1991, aged 86, of leukemia, and was buried in 

Corseaux cemetery in Switzerland. William Golding called Greene “the ultimate chronicler of twentieth-

century man's consciousness and anxiety.” V. S. Pritchett called him ‘the most ingenious, inventive and 

exciting of our novelists, rich in exactly etched and moving portraits of real human beings and who 

understands the tragic and comic ironies of love, loyalty and belief.’ 

 

QUOTES: 

 

Man has places in his heart which do not yet exist, and into them enters suffering in order that they may 

have existence. 

- LÉON BLOY [Epigraph to the novel] 

 

“I hate you, God. I hate you as though you existed.” 

―Bendrix 
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“I pushed my chair back and said, 'You're wrong, father. This isn't anything subtle like pain. I'm not in 

pain, I'm in hate. I hate Sarah because she was a little tart, I hate Henry because she stuck to him, and I 

hate you and your imaginary God because you took her away from all of us.' 

'You're a good hater,' Father Crompton said. 

  

“When I began to write our story down, I thought I was writing a record of hate, but somehow the hate 

has got mislaid and all I know is that in spite of her mistakes and her unreliability, she was better than 

most. It's just as well that one of us should believe in her: she never did in herself.” 

― Bendrix 

 

“I sat on my bed and said to God: You've taken her, but You haven't got me yet. I know Your cunning. It's 

You who take us up to a high place and offer us the whole universe. You're a devil, God, tempting us to 

leap. But I don't want Your peace and I don't want Your love. I wanted something very simple and very 

easy: I wanted Sarah for a lifetime and You took her away. With Your great schemes You ruin our 

happiness like a harvester ruins a mouse's nest: I hate You, God, I hate You as though You existed.”—

Bendrix 

 

“I wrote at the start that this was a record of hate, and walking there beside Henry towards the evening 

glass of beer, I found the one prayer that seemed to serve the winter mood: O God, You've done enough, 

You've robbed me of enough, I'm too tired and old to learn to love, leave me alone for ever.”--Bendrix 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

 

1. What did you think about The End of the Affair? To what does the title of the novel refer? 

 

2. Graham Greene tells his story through flashbacks. Why might he have used this plot 

technique? What does it lend to the story that otherwise might not be achieved through a 

straightforward timeline? 

 

3.  How would you describe Maurice Bendrix? Is he a sympathetic character? What about Sarah 

Miles? How would you describe her character? Is she sympathetic?\ 

 

4. Why do the two fall in love? What is the nature of their affair? Is it sexual passion...is it simply 

wanting something forbidden or unattainable? Or is their relationship based on something 

more? What is each searching for? In what way is Greene suggesting that human love mirrors 

divine love in this novel? How are the two connected? 

 

5. Sarah makes a bargain with God, a God she's not sure she actually believes in. Why then does 

she continue to hold to her bargain if she is so skeptical? Did your feelings change toward 

Sarah when you understood her reasons for breaking off the affair? Or do you find her bargain 

admirable...or shallow and self-serving? 

 

6. Talk about the arguments Bendix has with God toward the end of the novel. How does he 

move from disbelief to belief? How would you describe the nature of his faith...has he reached 

a final acceptance of God? 

 

7. Would you recommend The End of the Affair? Why or why not? 


