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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK: 

Jane Austen is arguably the finest female novelist who ever lived and Pride and Prejudice is arguably the 

finest, and is certainly the most popular, of her novels. An undoubted classic of world literature, its 

profound Christian morality is all too often missed or willfully overlooked by today's (post)modern 

critics. Yet Austen saw the follies and foibles of human nature, and the frictions and fidelities of family 

life, with an incisive eye that penetrates to the very heart of the human condition. This edition of Austen's 

masterpiece includes an introduction by Professor Christopher Blum and several insightful critical essays 

by leading Austen scholars. 

 

A novel of manners, it follows the character development of Elizabeth Bennet, the protagonist of the 

book, who learns about the repercussions of hasty judgments and comes to appreciate the difference 

between superficial goodness and actual goodness. Her father Mr. Bennet, owner of the Longbourn estate 

in Hertfordshire, has five daughters; but this estate is entailed by a strict settlement that Mr. Bennet 

entered into when coming of age, so now can only be inherited in the male line. From the Bennets' 

perspective, it is imperative that at least one of their daughters marry well to support the others, which is a 

primary motivation driving the plot. 

 

Pride and Prejudice has consistently appeared near the top of lists of "most-loved books" among literary 

scholars and the reading public. It has become one of the most popular novels in English literature, with 

over 20 million copies sold, and has inspired many derivatives in modern literature. For more than a 

century, dramatic adaptations, reprints, unofficial sequels, films, and TV versions of Pride and Prejudice 

have portrayed the memorable characters and themes of the novel, reaching mass audiences. 

 

ABOUT JANE AUSTEN: 

Jane Austen (1775 – 1817) was an English writer known primarily for her six novels, which implicitly 

interpret, critique, and comment on the English landed gentry at the end of the 18th century. 

 

Austen's plots often explore the dependence of women on marriage for the pursuit of favorable social 

standing and economic security. Her works are implicit critiques of the novels of sensibility of the second 

half of the 18th century and are part of the transition to 19th-century literary realism. Her use of social 

commentary, realism, wit, and irony have earned her acclaim amongst critics and scholars. 

 

Austen wrote major novels before the age of 22, but she was not published until she was 35. The 

anonymously published Sense and Sensibility (1811), Pride and Prejudice (1813), Mansfield Park (1814), 

and Emma (1816) were moderate successes, but they did not bring her public fame in her lifetime. She 

wrote two other novels—Northanger Abbey and Persuasion, both published posthumously in 1817—and 

began another, eventually titled Sanditon, but it was left unfinished on her death. She also left behind 

three volumes of juvenile writings in manuscript, the short epistolary novel Lady Susan, and the 

unfinished novel The Watsons. 

 

QUOTES: 

 

'It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in want 

of a wife.' 

 



'She is tolerable, but not handsome enough to tempt me; I am in no humour at present to give 

consequence to young ladies who are slighted by other men.' Darcy regarding Elizabeth 

 

'Happiness in marriage entirely a matter of chance.' Charlotte Lucas to Elizabeth 

 

'Vanity and pride are different things, though the words are often used synonymously. A person may be 

proud without being vain. Pride relates more to our opinion of ourselves; vanity, to what we would have 

others think of us.' 

 

'I am no longer surprised at your knowing only six accomplished women. I rather wonder now at your 

knowing any.' Elizabeth to Darcy 

 

'You could not have made me the offer of your hand in any possible way that would have tempted me to 

accept it.' Elizabeth to Darcy 

 

'Till this moment I never knew myself.' Elizabeth to herself 

 

'We all know him to be a proud, unpleasant sort of man; but this would be nothing if you really liked him.' 

Mr. Bennett to Elizabeth regarding Darcy 

 

'How little of permanent happiness could belong to a couple who were only brought together because 

their passions were stronger than their virtue.' 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  

 

1. What did you think about Pride and Prejudice?  

 

2. “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must 

be in want of a wife.” This first line has become one of the most famous in English literature. 

In addition to setting the narrative in motion, how does this line alert us to the tone of the 

novel, and our role, as readers, in appreciating it? What does the line imply about women? 

 

3. How are Elizabeth’s wit and intelligence and independence first made clear in the novel? In 

what ways, during the course of the novel, is she the victim of her own intellect and 

independence? Are these features eventually responsible for her happy ending? 

 

4. Why is Darcy so attracted to Elizabeth? When can we first sense this? Why does it take her so 

long to see it? Elizabeth’s attraction to Darcy arises very differently. Why is this important? 

 

5. Pride and Prejudice is a novel that many Austen fans read and reread. What keeps readers 

returning to the book once the suspense of whether or not Darcy and Elizabeth will end up 

together is taken away? 

 

6. Pride and Prejudice is a novel largely about love and relationships, but without any 

descriptions of passion. Do you think the novel’s chasteness is more a reflection of the way 

people lived in that time and place or a reflection of what was acceptable in its literature or 

something specific to Jane Austen? Is the novel strengthened by this constraint? 

 

7. Would you recommend Pride and Prejudice? Why or why not? 


