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with the

lewing Guide - On the Watertron
DIRECTED BY ELIA KAZAN

“Conscience. That stuff can drive you nuts.” Terry Malloy

SYNOPSIS

A powerful drama with the flavor of Shakespearean tragedy, On the Waterfront is a timeless story of
corruption and those who fight it. Terry Malloy (a mesmerizing Marlon Brando) is a former boxer who works
as a goon for union racketeers running the docks in the harbors of New York. Malloy inadvertently helps kill
a longshoreman who was talking to the crime commission, and when he meets the dockworker's sister --
Edie Doyle (Eve Marie Saint in her film debut), who's determined to find her brother's killers -- he starts
developing a conscience. Initially he's leery of helping her and Father Barry (Karl Malden), the Catholic
priest who wants to clean up the waterfront and get longshoremen fighting for themselves. Eventually,
though, his growing guilt and his romantic feelings for Edie win him over to their cause.

CAST

Marlon Brando.......... Terry Malloy

Eva Marie Saint............ Edie Doyle
Karl Malden............... Father Barry
Rod Steiger........... Charley Malloy
Elia Kazan .Director
Budd Schulberg................... Writer

TRIVIA

* As part of his contract,Marlon Brando only worked until 4:00 every day and then would leave to go see
his analyst. Brando's mother had recently died and the conflicted young actor was in therapy to
resolve his issues with his parents. Interestingly, for the film's classic scene between Rod Steigerand
Brando in the back of the cab, all of Steiger's close-ups were filmed after Brando had left for the day,
so Brando's lines were read by one of the crew members. For many years Steiger, who had actually
stayed during Brando's close-ups to help him put in a better performance, remained very bitter that
Brando didn't return the favor, and often mentioned it in interviews.

e Shortly after the film's debut in 1954, the AFL-CIO expelled the East Coast longshoremen's union
because it was still run by the mob.







