Viewing Guide - The Mission (1986)
SYNOPSIS

Deep in the jungles of South America two men bring civilization to a native tribe. Now, after years of
struggle together, they find themselves on opposite sides in a dramatic fight for the natives'
independence. One will trust in the power of prayer. One will believe in the might of the sword.

CAST

Robert DeNiro...........ccccce....... Mendoza
Jeremylrons ..................... Father Gabriel
Liam Neeson ..........cccocoveivennnnne. Fielding
Ray McAnally .......... Cardinal Altamirano
Roland Joffé ............ccoereiieee Director
RobertBolt ..o Writer

TRIVIA

Robert De Niro was one of the few who did not become ill with amoebic dysentery.

Many of the people who played the natives were indigenous South Americans who spoke little English.
They were given free rein to say whatever lines they wanted. According to popular rumor, they are
cursing up a storm in a few scenes.

This is Ennio Morricone's favorite among his own movie scores. Morricone expressed disappointment
that this film lost the 1987 Academy Award® for Best Music, Original Score to 'Round Midnight (1986),
which included jazz standards. As of 2020, the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences requires
nominated original scores to be at least 60% original, a minimum raised to 80% for sequels and
franchise films.

Bodyguards had to be hired to protect Robert De Niro, as the Medellin Cartel, led by Pablo Escobar,
had threatened to kill any Americans found in Colombia, in retaliation for the American Drug
Enforcement Agency (DEA) cracking down on drug traffickers.

QUOTES

Gabriel: If might is right, then love has no place in the world. It may be so, it may be so. But | don't have
the strength to live in a world like that, Rodrigo.

Altamirano: So, your Holiness, now your priests are dead, and | am left alive. But in truth itis | who am
dead, and they who live. For as always, your Holiness, the spirit of the dead will survive in the memory

of the living.

“In the present era, there is a need for witnesses of hope, beauty and truth. Good cinema and those who create and
star in it have the power to recover the authenticity of imagery in order to safeguard and promote human dignity.“

Pope Leo XIV



Altamirano: Your Holiness, the little matter that brought me here to the furthest edge of your light on
Earth is now settled. The Indians are once more free to be enslaved by the Spanish and Portuguese
settlers. | don't think that's hitting the right note. Begin again... Your Holiness, | write to you in this year of
Our Lord 1758 from the southern continent of the Americas, from the town of Asuncidn, in the Province
of La Plata, two weeks march from the great mission of San Miguel. These missions have provided a
refuge for the Indians against the worst depredations of the settlers and have earned much resentment
because of it. The noble souls of these Indians incline towards music. Indeed, many a violin played in the
academies of Rome itself has been made by their nimble and gifted hands. It was from these missions
that the Jesuit fathers carried the word of God to the high and undiscovered plateau to those Indians
still existing in their natural state and received in return, martyrdom.

Mendoza: For me, there is no redemption.
Gabriel: God gave us the burden of freedom. You chose your crime. Do you have the courage to choose
your penance? Do you dare do that?

Altamirano: Your Holiness, a surgeon to save the body must often hack off a limb. But in truth nothing
could prepare me for the beauty and the power of the limb that | had come here to sever.

Gabriel: So, you're hunting above the falls now, Captain Mendoza? We're building a mission here! We're
gonna make Christians of these people.
Mendoza: If you have the time.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.What do you think about the film The Mission?
2.What did the heavy bundle of weapons and armor that Mendoza dragged up the falls represent, and
what is the symbolism of how he was finally relieved of it?
3.Did Mendoza truly achieve redemption, or was his return to violence a failure of his spiritual journey?
4.How does Mendoza’s transformation from a slave trader to a protector of the Guarani reflect the
film’s themes of grace and conversion?
5.Contrast Father Gabriel’s method of non-violent resistance with Mendoza’s decision to take up arms
again. Which approach was more effective or morally justified?
6.How do the Jesuits’ responses to the impending destruction of the mission highlight different
interpretations of faith and obedience?
7.In what ways does the film challenge or support the idea of dying for one’s faith, as suggested by the
verse "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness"?
8.How did the Spanish and Portuguese powers use dehumanizing arguments (e.g., claiming the Indians
were not fully human or lacked rationality) to justify slavery?
9.What was the role of the Vatican (represented by Cardinal Altamirano) in balancing political pressure
from European crowns against the moral duty to protect the missions?
10.How does the film illustrate the conflict between the "new world" of the missions and the "old world"
politics of Europe?
11.Why do the Guarani Indians laugh at Mendoza in the final scene, and what is the significance of this
reaction?
12.How does the film’s music (specifically Father Gabriel’s oboe) represent the bridge between
European culture and the Guarani?
13.What is the significance of the opening scene where a priest is sent over the Iguazu Falls?
14.How do the ethical dilemmas presented in the film resonate with modern issues regarding indigenous
rights, land ownership, and globalization?
15.Would you recommend the film The Mission?



