Bishop’s Book Club

February 2026 Offering:

Weigel, George. Letters to a Young Catholic (Revised and Expanded Edition). New York: Basic Books,
2015.

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK:

In this remarkable exploration of the Catholic world, prominent Catholic author and papal biographer
George Weigel offers a luminous collection of letters to young Catholics, not-so-young Catholics, and
curious souls who wonder what it means to be Catholic today. Weigel takes readers on an epistolary tour
of Catholic landmarks -- from Chartres Cathedral to St. Mary's Church in Greenville, South Carolina;
from the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem to G.K. Chesterton's favorite pub in Oxford; and from the grave
of a modern martyr in Warsaw to the Sistine Chapel.

Weaving together insights from history, literature, theology, and music, Weigel illuminates the beliefs
that give Catholicism its distinctive texture and explores the theological importance of grace, prayer,
vocation, sin and forgiveness, suffering, and -- most importantly -- love. To a world that sometimes
seems closed and claustrophobic, he suggests, Christian humanism offers a world with windows and
doors -- and a skylight.

ABOUT GEORGE WEIGEL:

George Weigel, Distinguished Senior Fellow of the Ethics and Public Policy Center, is a Catholic
theologian and one of America’s leading public intellectuals. From 1989 through June 1996, Mr.
Weigel was president of the Ethics and Public Policy Center, where he led a wide-ranging, ecumenical
and inter-religious program of research and publication on foreign and domestic policy issues.

Mr. Weigel is perhaps best known for his widely translated and internationally acclaimed two-volume
biography of Pope St. John Paul II: the New York Times bestseller, Witness to Hope (1999), and its
sequel, The End and the Beginning (2010). In 2017, Weigel published a memoir of the experiences that
led to his work as a papal biographer: Lessons in Hope — My Unexpected Life with St. John Paul I1.

George Weigel is the author or editor of more than thirty other books, many of which have been
translated into other languages. Among the most recent are The Cube and the Cathedral: Europe,
America, and Politics Without God (2005); Evangelical Catholicism: Deep Reform in the 21st-Century
Church (2013); Roman Pilgrimage: The Station Churches (2013); and Letters to a Young Catholic
(2015). His essays, op-ed columns, and reviews appear regularly in major opinion journals and
newspapers across the United States. A frequent guest on television and radio, he is also Senior Vatican
Analyst for NBC News. His weekly column, “The Catholic Difference,” is syndicated to eighty-five
newspapers and magazines in seven countries.

Mr. Weigel received a B.A. from St. Mary’s Seminary and University in Baltimore and an M.A. from
the University of St. Michael’s College, Toronto. He is the recipient of nineteen honorary doctorates in
fields including divinity, philosophy, law, and social science, and has been awarded the Papal Cross Pro
Ecclesia et Pontifice, Poland’s Gloria Artis Gold Medal, and Lithuania’s Diplomacy Star.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS :
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. What did you think about Letters to a Young Catholic? 1s the book simply for young Catholics,

or could it be for all ages? Why do you think Weigel seemed to target the book to a younger
audience?

The "Catholic Optic" and Identity: Weigel argues that his upbringing in a Catholic
environment shaped his "optic," or way of viewing the world. How does your own upbringing or
environment influence how you see and experience faith?

Faith through Place: Weigel takes readers to various locations (e.g., the Scavi beneath St.
Peter's, Mount Sinai) to illustrate theological points. Which location did you find most powerful,
and why?

Art as Theology: The discussion of the Sistine Chapel portrays art as a means of conveying
profound truths about creation, humanity, and redemption. How can beauty and art be effective
tools for evangelization today?

Addressing Secularization: How does Weigel suggest Catholics navigate a culture that has
become increasingly secularized?

Reflections on Cardinal Newman: Why might Weigel have chosen to highlight Cardinal
Newman in his letters, and what aspects of Newman's life or work are most relevant to young
Catholics today?

Freedom for Excellence: Contrast Weigel’s "freedom for excellence" (the liberty to pursue
virtue) with the modern concept of "freedom of indifference" (unrestricted choice). Which model
do you think leads to more genuine human fulfillment?

The Role of Beauty: Using sites like Chartres Cathedral or works by Michelangelo, Weigel
frames beauty as a gateway to divine truth. Can an aesthetic experience (art, music, or
architecture) lead a person to God as effectively as a theological argument?

Liberal Religion vs. Tradition: Discussing Cardinal Newman, Weigel critiques "liberal"
religion that treats faith as a mere matter of opinion. What is the danger of detaching faith from
objective truth or tradition?

Sacramental Worldview: Letter 6 discusses the "Olde Cheshire Cheese" pub and G.K.
Chesterton. How does the idea that "the world is charged with the grandeur of God" affect your
attitude toward community and leisure?

The Problem of Suffering: Weigel uses the lives of figures like Edith Stein and Mother Teresa
to explore suffering. How does a Catholic perspective on suffering differ from a purely secular or

stoic approach?

Would you recommend Letters to a Young Catholic? Why or why not?



