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Merry Christmas to you and your loved ones!

My Brothers and Sisters of the Diocese of Rapid City: The extraordinary image
of the Nativity by the Spanish/Greek artist known as “El Greco” clearly empha-
sizes Christ as the “light of the world” (Jn 8:12), bringing hope into dark-
ness! With the dark background (chosen to emphasize the Light of Christ
emanating from Christ and reflected vividly in the face of Mary — in

her perfect holiness — and, to a lesser degree, in the face of
St. Joseph), it’s easy to miss two more characters surrounding the
Holy Family: the ox and the ass. At the bottom of the image, the
ox (symbol of obedience — like the yoked farm animal) strains
his neck, making every effort to direct his attention to Jesus and
take in the “Word made Flesh,” while the ass on the left
remains in relative darkness, due to his characteristic
stubbornness.

Christ offers himself to us — but we must choose him back!
The obedience of faith is a habit that we can practice, with
effort, and get better at, especially when assisted and empow-
ered by God’s grace, powerfully offered at each and every Mass.
1 encourage you and your families to come to the “Word made
Flesh” at Christmas Mass and receive the strength that
strengthens faith — Jesus Himself! When you do so, I am certain
that you will know the rich blessings of the Christmas season! |
look forward to celebrating Masses at Christmas, during which you
can be assured that I will be praying for each and every soul in our
diocese. Come, Lord Jesus ... and help us come to You, the Light of the
World, with expectant faith!

Sincerely in Christ,
Scott E. Bullock, JCL
Bishop of Rapid City



Surgite Eamus

December 2025

Let great theologians guide your prayers

2 WRC
“Pray without ceas-
ing,” (1 Thes 5:17).
One of the shortest
verses in the New
Testament is perhaps
one of the most com-
plex and challenging!
Here, St. Paul com-
mands us to live al-
Bishop Scott ways and in all we do
Bullock with a prayerful spirit
Diocese of and in a prayerful
Rapid City context. How?
Surgite Eamus Recently, our HOly
“Rise, let us be | Father Pope Leo XIV
on our way.” revealed a favorite
teacher of prayer for

him: Brother Law-
rence, in his work “The Practice of the
Presence of God.” Brother Lawrence was
a 17th Century French Carmelite monk,
whose masterwork of spirituality, though
brief, has taught followers of Jesus to re-
main more constantly aware of the pres-
ence of God through a life of prayer. This
rather brief work can change your life, as it
did for our Holy Father.

To the recommendation of Pope Leo, I
would like to suggest two other works that
changed my life and taught me about
communion with Christ that is prayer. The
first very much addresses obstacles to
prayer and then invites us into prayer; the
second is the mas-

A Doctor of the Church, St. Teresa of Avila (1515-1587) wrote the “The Interior Castle.” The
work was inspired by her vision of the soul as a diamond in the shape of a castle containing
seven mansions, which she interpreted as the journey of faith through seven stages, ending

with union with God.

the author suggests a practice that helps us
come to a glimpse of the true nature of
God — one that is beyond our ability to
conceptualize but, at the same time, is one
into which God himself can immerse us.
'The author speaks of two “clouds” in
prayer: a “cloud of forgetting” when we
choose to surrender

terwork of in-
structing us to go
deeper into prayer

— written by one  2be realm of “unknowing,” at
of our authoritative ¢ )jch point one may begin to be
granted a glimpse the nature of

“doctors” of the
Church.
The first book God.’

.. be courageous enaugb fo
surrender ones mind and ego to

our expectations and
images of God under
a cloud where we for-
get these images that
limit the ineffable
God; and a “cloud of
unknowing,” where we
seek God under a veil

on prayer that
changed my life (and still does!), by an un-
known author, is “The Cloud of Unknow-
ing.” Written in the last part of the 14th
century in Middle English, the underlying
message of this work suggests that the way
to know God is to abandon consideration
of God’s particular activities and attrib-
utes, and be courageous enough to sur-
render one’s mind and ego to the realm of
“unknowing,” at which point one may
begin to be granted a glimpse of the na-
ture of God. While sounding quite lofty,

where we “find” God
by not seeking him, but instead resting
and awaiting God to find us! All I can say
(words fail me in speaking about the
depth of prayer) is that this book is a sure
and certain path to the true God, not con-
tainable by our minds and expectations,
but ready to be in communion with each
of us in prayer.

'The second life-changing work is by
the great Doctor of the Church, St. Teresa
of Avila (1515-1587), “The Interior
Castle,” sometimes called “The Man-

sions.” 'This masterpiece of spiritual guid-
ance in prayer contains the basis for what
St. Teresa felt should be the ideal journey
of faith, comparing the contemplative
soul toa castle with seven successive in-
terior courts, or chambers, analogous to
the seven mansions. The work was inspired
by her vision of the soul as a diamond in
the shape of a castle containing seven
mansions, which she interpreted as the
journey of faith through seven stages, end-

ing with union with God. As a personal
testimony, the first time I read this work I
found it off-putting and strange; the sec-
ond time I read it, it changed my life and
my heart. In the work, St. Teresa evidences
a great understanding of the human difhi-
culties in prayer (“distractions”) as well as
the possibility of being found by God
through the primacy of God’s initiative in
prayer rather than ours. Too often, we find
prayer a great effort and one that can be
exhausting. St. Teresa counsels us to find
God by letting God find us. My summary
fails to do justice to this masterwork.
Pope Leo has recommended an in-
struction to teach us how to pray always:
Brother Lawrence’s “The Practice of the
Presence of God.” add two more: “The
Cloud of Unknowing” and St. Teresa of
Avila’s “The Interior Castle.” These works
originate from three different centuries —
the 14th, 16th and 17th, but each speaks
to the perennial human desire to find the
God in prayer that desires to find us. Such
rich works from various ages comfort us
with the richness of our Catholic tradition
— given to us down the centuries from
Holy-Spirit-inspired authors who still
speak to us today. When St. Paul
instructed us to “pray always,” the Church
has given us instructors from the ages that
still teach us today. Surgite eamus — Rise,
let us be on our way ... our prayerful way
... with Jesus ... instructed by teachers
from our beautiful Catholic tradition!
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National Pastoral Musicians announce 2026
Meetings, CLEM Credit Hours

Rapid City National Pastoral Musicians’ Winter Meeting will be Saturday, January
31, at St. Isaac Jogues Church, Rapid City. The meeting will offer three credit hours for
Certified Lay Ecclesial Ministers. The featured speaker is Fr. John Hatcher, SJ, on Catholic
Inculturation. Lakota, Hispanic, and Filipino music will be specifically covered in three
shorter presentations by Toni Ramos, St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City; Jaime Munoz, Blessed
Sacrament, Rapid City; and one other speaker, To Be Announced. The Spring Meeting
will be Saturday, April 25, at St. Patrick Church, Wall.

'The Fall Meeting will feature nationally known composer and theologian Fr. Ricky
Manalo, CSP, in a two-day concert-plus-meeting event, Friday-Saturday, September 25-
26, at Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont.

Contact Chantry Nelson, marycsnelson@gmail.com for more information about the
Rapid City Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians. See our website www.npmrec.org or
Facebook page www.facebook.com/NPMRapidCityChapter.

Christmas Mass Times

Several parishes sent in their schedule for Christmas Eve, Wednesday, Dec. 24, and Christ-
mas Day, Thursday, Dec. 25, Masses. To view go to: rapidcitydiocese.org/christmas-mass-

2025/.
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Bishop’s Calendar

December 24, 2025 - January 19, 2026
Subject to change without notice

December 24-25, Wednesday-
Thursday
Chancery Closed for Christmas

December 24, Wednesday
10 p.m. Christmas Mass at Night,
Cathedral

December 25, Thursday
9:30 AM Mass, Black Hills Chapel,
Ellsworth AFB

December 28, Sunday
5:30 p.m. Mass, Closing of the
Jubilee Year of Hope, Cathedral

December 31, Wednesday
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass - Cathedral

December 31, 2025 -January 1,
2026, Wednesday-Thursday
Chancery closed for the Solemnity of
Mary, Mother of God

January 10, Saturday
3 p.m. Confessions, Cathedral
5:30 p.m. Mass, Cathedral

January 17, Saturday
11:15 a.m. Heart to Heart Retreat
Mass, Terra Sancta

January 19, Monday
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Chancery Closed
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By DR. CAROLE BROWN
DIRECTOR OF SIoUX SPIRITUAL CENTER

Going to Rome for four months was,
without a doubt, one of the highlights of
my life. 've lived in Europe before, and have
visited Rome before — but I was never able
to stay long enough to really get to know
the city. Having the time to really learn my
way around was a true gift. Not only was it
the Great Jubilee Year of Hope, but to be
there during such a historic time, when one
pope passed the baton to the next, was just
extraordinary. I was there at St. Peter’s for
Pope Francis’s funeral, and I was there
when the white smoke went up for our
new pope. When Pope Leo was introduced,
I didn’t understand what they said — and
our phones were jammed, so I couldn’t
check the internet. I was halfway home be-
fore I learned that he was an American. |
was so surprised, I almost fell into the Tiber
River!

I am grateful to the Board of the Sioux
Spiritual Directors for encouraging me to
go to Rome to study missiology at the
Gregorian University, and to the Diocese of
Rapid City for sponsoring me. Thanks also
to Norma Tibbitts for looking after the
SSC for the bulk of my time away, and to
the great staff of the SSC for holding things
together.

Why on earth would someone working
as an out-of-the-way retreat center direc-
tor get sent to Rome for four months to
study? It’s a long story.

'The primary mission of the Sioux Spiri-
tual Center is to serve the special spiritual
needs of Native American Catholics. The
Jesuits, who built this place and ran it for 40
years, used to have a program called “Basic
Directions,” which was designed as a kind
of “orientation program” for missionary and
diocesan personnel who would be working
in native ministry settings. When Bishop
Peter Muhich asked me if T would work on
a redesign of the program, I met with some
leaders in native ministry to get some input,
and we soon realized that among all of us,
there was very little to no training in the
field of missiology.

“Missiology” is the field of academic
study that looks at the Church’s approach
to missionary work in cultures that are
new to the Church. When St. Paul wrote

The Roman adventure

Carole Brown, director of Sioux Spiritual
Center, Howes, went to Rome to study
the Church’s approach to working in new
cultures. (Courtesy photo)

his letter to the Romans, the Catholic
Church was brand new to the Roman
world. In chapter 11 of his letter, he was ex-
plaining to these Christians, who had only
recently converted from their former way of
worshipping multiple gods, how, in their
new identity as Christians, they were related
to the Jewish people. Using the metaphor
of grafting trees, he described it as follows:

“... you, a wild olive shoot, were grafted
in ... to share the rich root of the olive tree
... remember that it is not you that supports
the root, but the root that supports you. You
have been cut from what is by nature a wild
olive tree and grafted, contrary to nature,
into a cultivated olive tree. ...”

This is a metaphor for the process of “in-
culturation.” Perhaps the idea of wild grapes
is more familiar to us. Imagine grafting a
wild grapevine into one of the vines in Napa
Valley. The wild grapes bring some new
characteristics to the cultivated vine, but
even more so does the cultivated vine pour
its life into the wild grapes, making them
sweet and rich. You could say that “missi-
ology” is about this process of grafting new
families of peoples into the cultivated tree,
rooted in Judaism and fulfilled in Catholi-

cism.

You can also imagine how traumatic it
must be for a wild olive branch or a wild
grape branch to be cut off from the vine and
grafted in. This was true of the Romans too.
At first, the bigger culture of the Romans
was not interested in what the Christians
had to say. They made it illegal not to wor-
ship the Roman gods. They persecuted the
Christians, and many of them laid down
their lives as martyrs rather than renounce
their faith in Jesus. But deep down, the Ro-
mans were impressed. And after a few hun-
dred years, they were won over. As pagan
Rome gradually became Christian, the
Christians did not bulldoze the pagan
temples, but founded churches on them.
'This is actually an apt metaphor for mission.
The Church does not destroy cultures, but
looks for the semina wverba (seeds of the
word) that are already present in the spiri-
tual intuitions of the gentiles, from which
bridges can be built. Now, Rome is arguably
the most Catholic town in the world. Incul-
turation is a long and often painful process.
And it is a process that the Church is ex-
tremely patient with.

Every Friday, one of our professors took
us on an excursion through ancient Rome,
to see it through the lenses of mission. The
remnants of the former way of life of the
ancient Romans are all over that city. Some
of their temples are still standing, like the
famous Pantheon — now a church, offi-
cially named the Basilica of St. Mary and
the Martyrs. Many Churches, and even the
Gregorian University, are founded on the

foundations of former pagan temples. Those
former temples also present us with a good
analogy of the work of inculturation. The
various cultures of the world were able to
intuit, on the basis of reason, certain “uni-
versal truths.” For example, the belief that
there is a spiritual world, beyond the natural
world; belief in life after death; belief in the
value of sacrifice; love of wisdom; questing
for truth. These foundational beliefs are per-
fectly Catholic — and they can be built on,
whenever a new culture is brought into the
Church.

Not everything from every culture fits,
of course. Think of St Francis Xavier,
when he first encountered a culture that
practiced cannibalism, for example, or the
human sacrifice of the Mayans. Those are
the kinds of things that the process of in-
culturation seeks to purify. But every culture
also brings new gifts into the Church. These
are the things the Church treasures. This
principle is aptly captured in the document
from Vatican I, Nostra Aetate (Dialogue
with Non-Christian Religions):

Likewise, other religions found every-
where try to counter the restlessness of the
human heart, each in its own manner, by
proposing “ways,” comprising teachings,
rules of life, and sacred rites. The Catholic
Church rejects nothing that is true and holy
in these religions.

And so, this four month sojourn in
Rome has provided me with a much better
orientation to the work at hand than what
I had when I got here.
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Refuel will explore the burden of self imposed spiritual perfectionism

By PEGGY SUE MUTCHLER

for the 2026 Refuel Retreat, January 23-
OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION

25 at the Terra Sancta Retreat Center. She
will share the heart of her story — from
dorm rooms to the papal palace. Bringing
the power of the saints to others through
her own story, she will chronicle her life

“Perfectionism — and specifically, spir-
itual perfectionism — is a subtle but sur-
prisingly widespread problem today,
particularly among highly committed
Catholics,” explains Colleen Carroll
Campbell. “The unspoken belief that we
have to earn God’s love, white-knuckle
our way to heaven, or outperform every-

struggles, where she found no answers in
the secular world but discovered how
these saints kept stepping forward to walk
with her. After a fifteen-year quest to
understand the meaning of her life and
identity in light of her Christian faith, she
found real freedom, a freedom in life with
the saints as her guide. A lifelong

overachiever, she discovered her

one around us to achieve holiness can be
lethal to intimacy with the Lord and to
our efforts to share his love with others.”

Campbell will be the keynote speaker

In Your Prayers

In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and
death anniversaries of the priests and deacons who serve us.

January

Birthdays: Jan. 8, Dcn. William Dustman; Jan. 10, Fr. Francis Nsubga; Jan. 21,
Fr. Tyler Dennis; Jan. 23, Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ.

Ordinations: Jan. 6, 1977, Fr. Peter Wilke; Jan. 27, 2021, Fr. M. Ari Saputra, SCJ.

Necrology: Jan. 2, 1973, James Weithman; Jan. 4, 1955, Edward Henault; Jan. 7,
1979, Dominic Padula; Jan. 12, 1961, Michael Conley; Jan. 13, 1999, Bishop
Lawrence Welsh; Jan. 14, 1964, John Connolly; Jan. 15, 2014, Raymond Deisch;
Jan. 16, 1946, Raymond O’Hora; Jan. 16, 1978, Othmar Buerkler, OSB; Jan. 17,
2004, Collins Jordan; Jan. 21, 1957, John Novak; Jan. 23, 1951, John O’Reilly;
Jan. 25, 1990, James Donahoe; Jan. 26, 1955, Edward McGonigal; Jan. 26, 1962,
Gerhard Stakemeir; Jan. 26, 1960, Walter Pascal; Jan. 27, 2022, Dcn. Gerald
Bush; Jan. 30, 1998, William McKenney, SJ; Jan. 20, 2019, Dcn. Marlon
Leneaugh; Jan. 31, 1959, Charles Virnig; Jan. 31, 2005, Dale Kutil.

REFUEL SPEAKER COLLEEN CAMPBELL

attachment to perfectionism when she be-
came a mother of twins. It was then that
she recognized how subtly perfectionism
had crept into her heart and how it threat-
ened her happiness, her spiritual life, and
her family.

She said her experience mirrors a wide-
spread reality. As Colleen notes, “Many
saints struggled with the toxic cycle of
pride, sin, shame, blame, and discourage-
ment that spiritual perfectionism fuels.
Learning from their struggles can help us
chart our own course to freedom.”

At Refuel, she will explore not only
spiritual perfectionism but also the
broader challenge of evangelizing today.
“T'll be exploring what the saints can teach
us about how to evangelize effectively in a
hostile culture and how to resist the twin
temptations of distraction and dilution of
the faith,” she notes. “Here again, we find
the stories of the saints — from the fa-
mous mystics and Doctors of the Church

to the most obscure desert hermits —
have so much to teach us. Their wisdom is
truly timeless.”

The annual Refuel Retreat, held each
January at Terra Sancta, was created to re-
juvenate those who minister in the
Church — religious educators, catechists,
youth and adult ministers, liturgists, music
ministers, marriage and family ministers,
and parish staff. The conference offers in-
spiration, spiritual renewal, and fellowship
during a time when the long days of the
season can take hold with a cold grasp —
Refuel gives a person a chance to get away
from the dark days of winter and motivate
the inner soul of those who cheerfully
serve the diocese and who generously give
their hearts to Christ. It invites those who
give so much of themselves to step away,
rest, and rediscover the joy of ministry.

Colleen captures the heart of the event
well. “Evangelizing and educating others
in the faith is a high calling. It’s also an
exhausting one ... That’s why I love the
title of this annual retreat, “Refuel.” That’s
exactly what I hope this experience will
be: a chance for us to come together and
let Jesus and his saints rekindle our pas-
sion for taking the Good News to the
ends of the earth, one soul at a time.”

Discover how the saints can transform
your life, just as they did for Colleen Carroll
Campbell at Refuel. Register and learn more
about our speaker rapidcitydiocese.org/refuel/.

The retreat is open to all who are interested.
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Continue to respond generously

On December 9, we
celebrated the Feast
Day of St. Juan Diego
Cuauhtlatoatzin. This
year I was struck by
how St. Juan Diego’s
story teaches us about
the struggle and the

hesitation we all some-

Fr. Mark times feel in respond-
McCormick ing in faith to an
Director invitation to give wit-
Office of ness to not only Jesus
Vocations and his Church, but
MMcCormick our Mother Mary too.
@diorc.org If you remember the

story of Our Lady of

Guadalupe (Feast Day
December 12) and how she appeared to
Juan Diego, not once, not twice, not three
times but four times on Tepeyac Hill in
Mexico City in 1531, it’s a powerful story
of receiving and responding to an invitation
made in faith and in trust.

The Blessed Virgin Mary asked Juan

Diego for a special favor, a request, to visit
the local bishop and ask him to build a
shrine, in her honor, on Tepeyac Hill. On
December 9, Juan Diego, desiring to be
faithful to Our Lady’s request of him, did
as she asked him to do. However, Bishop
Juan de Zumarraga was not receptive to
Juan’s message. In fact, he dismissed him,
asking for proof for his claim.

Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared to
Juan Diego and made her request a second
time. This time Juan was cautious to re-
spond to the message of Our Lady. He was
disheartened because he felt like a failure.
Despite his feelings of inadequacy, though,
he obeyed the Virgin Mother Mary and
went back to the bishop only to be turned
down once again. On his way home Juan
Diego shared with Our Lady the bishop’s
request that he only return if he has a sign
to prove his claim. She invited Juan Diego
to go back to Bishop de Zumarraga for a
third time the next day. Our Lady assured
Juan Diego that she indeed would provide
a sign for the disbelieving bishop.

On December 11, realizing that his
uncle is gravely sick, he decided to avoid
Our Lady’s presence altogether and instead
took another route around Tepeyac Hill in
search of a priest to give his uncle the last
rites. On December 12, Our Lady inter-
cepted Juan Diego for a fourth time. She as-
sured him that his uncle would recover and
asked him to go back to his original mission
once again, to request the building of the
shrine. She also provided him the sign he
needed — Castilian roses in full bloom on
the top of the frozen and barren hillside,
which he gathered into his tilma.

Returning a third time to the bishop,
Juan Diego opened his tilma to show the
flowers to the bishop and the image of Our
Lady of Guadalupe appeared on Juan
Diego’s tilma. Bishop de Zumarraga imme-
diately understood the truth of Juan
Diego’s message from the Blessed Mother
and granted permission to have the shrine
built on Tepeyac Hill to honor Mary the
Mother of God.

This is an amazing and life-giving story
in so many ways, but this year in particular
I was struck by the persistence of Our
Lady’s invitations and the faithful obe-

dience of Juan Diego despite his discour-
agement. I know sometimes I just get tired
of asking and inviting others into mission
or into a deeper faith, but Juan Diego re-
minds me to keep asking because, in the
end, it will bear great fruit in the lives of
others and the Church.

I have an image of Our Lady of Guada-
lupe across from my bed. It is the last thing
I see before I retire for the night and the
first thing I see when I wake up. As I look
upon her I pray these words spoken to Juan
Diego by the Virgin Mary: “Hear and let it
penetrate into your heart: Let nothing dis-
courage you, nothing depress you. Let noth-
ing alter your heart or countenance. Do not
tear any illness or vexation, anxiety, or pain.
Am I not here who am your Mother? Are
you not under my shadow and protection?
Am I not your fountain of life? Are you not
in the folds of my mantle, in the crossing of
my arms? Is there anything else that you
need?”

And like St. Juan Diego, I am encour-
aged to continue to respond generously to
her invitations.
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Sincere Thanks

to all the volunteers and staff who have made the Diocesan TV Mass
a success for the past five years including: Celebrants, Deacons, Musicians,
Readers, Camera Crew, Production, and mostly for KNBN
for giving us the opportunity to reach out.
— Becky Berreth, Production Coordinator

On December 28, the Feast of the Holy Family, we will conclude our
production and offering of the TV Mass from the Diocese of Rapid City.
Some have expressed regret that this effort, that started with the
unfortunate limitations imposed by the recent pandemic, will cease. I am
happy that you have found this effort meaningful and appreciated.
For a final time, I again acknowledge the many who have contributed long
effort, and we are grateful, particularly, to the generosity of KNBN,
who underwrote this service for the last five years. I have heard that many
have enjoyed hearing from their bishop — both my predecessor,
Bishop Peter Muhich, and myself. I indeed intend to keep reaching out
through various print and online media, to continue our mission to
share the evangelia, the Good News of Jesus, Lord, God, Savior, and the
Bread of Life. I look forward to “speaking to you” through various means.
Stay tuned for there is more to come!

—Bishop Scott Bullock

ONLINE/TELEVISED MASS

Homebound, hospitalized, and nursing home residents
You can still enjoy the word of our Lord ...

Diocese of Rapid City - Parish Live stream Schedule
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, Sunday 10:30 a.m.
www.voutube.com/@cathedralolphRC

St. Joseph, Gregory, Sunday after 11:30am
www.facebook.com/GregorySt.JosephsCatholicChurch
Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont, Saturday: 5 p.m.

www.facebook.com/olbh.org
St. Anthony of Padua, Hot Springs, Sunday 10:30am

www.voutube.com/ @St. AnthonvofPaduaCatholi-ux4vo

Televised Mass
Diocese of Sioux Falls, KELOLAND TV (CBS), Sunday: 9 a.m.
EWTN — check local listings for time and channel

To find more online options visit our website
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/televised-mass/

The weekly televised Masses on KNBN/NBC
will conclude on December 28.

SATURDAY - 4:30 P.M. NBC 21.1/KNBN.21.2

SUNDAY — 7A.M.NBC 21.1/SUNDAY — 10:30 A.M. KNBN.2 21.2

ONLINE newscenter].tv/catholic-mass
FACEBOOK KNBNNewscenterl or DioceseofRapidCity
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Deacon Candidates Installed as Lectors

On Saturday, November 1, Bishop Scott Bullock presided at Mass which included the Institu-
tion as Lector for the current diaconate candidates in formation. The Rite of Institution as
Lector is one of the steps toward potential ordination as a permanent deacon. The three main
areas of service the Church defines for the diaconate are ministers of word, liturgy, and char-
ity. The institution as lector corresponds to being a minister of the word. As a permanent lec-
tor, these men have a vocation to proclaim scripture as a public witness, foster ongoing
evangelization and faith formation within the Church. Most lectors in our parishes have a tem-
porary role, delegated by their pastor, which demonstrates the shared responsibility of all the
baptized to assist in liturgical celebrations without implying a lifelong commitment. (L-R) Todd
Curtis, Piedmont; Steve Van Mullem, Ft. Pierre; Frank Birkholt, Hot Springs; Bishop Bullock;
John Talcott, Spearfish; Eugene Iron Shell, Rosebud; Deacon Greg Sass, Director of Diaconate
Formation. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining
the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations
of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact Victim Assistance Coordinator Irene Lee.
To ensure confidentiality in our outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at
605-209-3418 (cell). Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse
to civil authorities. In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual miscon-
duct involving children, young people, and vulnerable adults by priests, deacons, lay
employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. The
diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan
website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.
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Bless You

The staff of the West River Catholic sincerely thank the
donors who gave a combined total of $15,902.57 to the
diocesan newspaper in 2025.

Young Adult

Rosario Munoz from St. Rose of Lima Church, Hill City, making candles with the Sodalitas

young women'’s group. (Courtesy photos)

Young Adult Ministry launches
quarterly women’s night

By AVERY PORCH
DIOCESAN YOUNG ADULT COORDINATOR

On November 20, at the Urban Glow
Candle Co. in downtown Rapid City, 18
young women gathered to pour candles,
cultivate community, and listen to Emily
Priolo, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, OCIA Director, give a talk on litur-
gical living. The women came from Rapid
City, Spearfish, Sturgis, and Hill City, to the
event.

Each participant made a custom candle,
choosing from a variety of vessels and sea-
sonal scents. As the candles cooled, Priolo
gave an overview of the Catholic Church’s
liturgical calendar, discussed the importance
of order and structure, and offered practical
ways that they can celebrate the Church’s
many feasts. She emphasized the impor-

Sodalitas groups mix social events with
learning about their faith.

tance of celebrating with friends and family,
pointing out that the word “liturgical,”
originating from the Greek word leitourgia,
means “work of the people.”

Attendees left the event ready to cele-
brate the Advent season. “The women’s
night was such a fun evening,” said Bailee
Robbins from Cathedral Parish. “I got to
enjoy community with other young women,
good food, candle making, and a great talk!
What more could I ask for?”

Sodalitas Women’s Nights will be of-
fered quarterly, offering young women ac-
ross the diocese the opportunity to come
together for community and formation. The
next Women’s Night is scheduled for mid-
February. All women ages 20-30 are invited
to attend. Sign-up information will be
posted on rapidcitydiocese.org/yya/sodal
itas.

(Editor’s note: Sodalitas is the Young Adult
Ministry for the Diocese of Rapid City. Latin
Jor Sfellowship,” Sodalitas exists to foster au-
thentic community and accompany young
adults as they deepen their faith. This ministry
serves Catholic men and women ages 20-30,
offering weekly studies, formation nights, and
a quarterly speaker series. For more informa-
tion contact Diocesan Young Adult Coordi-
nator Avery Porch at 605-343-3541 or

aporch@diorc.org.


http://rapidcitydiocese.org/yya/sodal

Whispering pines:
listening for the Holy Spirit

By CHRISTINA CAPECCHI

The sun was setting by the time we'd
reached consensus on our Christmas tree.
We'd decided on a cedar that hadn’t been
anyone’s first choice — safely neutral, con-
flict averted.

Now we were dragging it home in the
dark — tired, cold and hungry. Suddenly we
heard a shimmering sound in the top of the
swaying pines. It was different from the
start-and-stop rustle of wind in oak leaves.
The pines were singing, steady and smooth,
their densely packed needles turned to
reeds.

We paused our homeward trek, standing
still and letting the sound wash over us.

Later, eager to confirm what we'd heard,
I took to Google. Was it true? Were pines
distinctly suited to make music?

Yes, I learned — and the Transcenden-
talists were enchanted by it. Ralph Waldo
Emerson captured it well in his 1836 essay
“Nature”: “The pine blows its own sweet
music when the wind sweeps through it.”
Later his protégé Henry David Thoreau de-
scribed it in his journal, writing: “There is
no finer music than the wind in the pine
tops. It is the earth’s own breath, sweet and
powerful, sighing through the forest.”

I read on.

Anne of Green Gables — one of my fa-
vorite literary heroines — finds comfort in

singing pines. In book three of L.M. Mont-
gomery’s beloved series, “Anne of the Is-
land,” Anne returns to Green Gables,
homesick and weary, and soaks up the “pas-
sionate wind-songs in the pines.”

My next discovery delighted my inner
etymology nerd. There’s actually a word for
the sound of wind rustling through trees:
psithurism. It’s an archaic word with a
Greek root, psithuros, meaning whispering.

Isn't that a lovely concept? Whispering
wind.

At only a whisper, we may easily miss its
lyrical song.

We embrace the spirit of Advent when
we pause from our march to enjoy the view.
When our instinct is to hurry up and look
down, it is good to slow down and look up.
WEe release our screens and our agendas and
gaze into the heavens — available, attuned.

In an era of mindless scrolling and swip-
ing, paying attention is a spiritual exercise.
It allows us to see the sacred in our midst
— the dignity of every person, the glory of
God’s creation, pine needle by pine needle.
When we pay attention, we process the
world as we are intended to, with all our
senses and grateful hearts. We remember
we aren’t machines and life isn’t a hamster
wheel.

Only then are we able to sense the
movement of the Holy Spirit, which Scrip-
ture likens to wind. (The Greek word for
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spirit is pneuma, meaning wind or breath.)

We can't see the Holy Spirit, but we can
feel it and hear it. And like pines swaying in
wind, we can see it moving those around us.
'The Gospel writer John tried to capture this
mystery, writing: “The wind blows where it
wills, and you can hear the sound it makes,
but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who
is born of the Spirit” (Jn 3:8).

Twice this month I've interviewed Cath-
olic leaders who spoke to the power of the
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Holy Spirit. It was a striking part of their
ministry, opening doors at just the right
time, providing the clue, the key, the cash.

“It’s been amazingly consistent,” one
woman told me. “You know it when you
experience it, and I believe it.”

Amid our many December to-dos, may
we listen for the Holy Spirit, whispering
like wind. May we know it and believe.

Christina Capecchi is a freelance writer

from Grey Cloud Island, Minn.
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