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Chesterton, G.K. The Everlasting Man. San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2008.

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK:

Considered by many to be Chesterton's greatest masterpiece of all his writings, this is his whole view of
world history as informed by the Incarnation of Christ. Beginning with the origin of man and the various
religious attitudes throughout history, Chesterton shows how the fulfillment of all of man's desires takes
place in the person of Christ and in Christ's Church.

Chesterton proposes the thesis that "those who say that Christ stands side by side with similar myths,
and his religion side by side with similar religions, are only repeating a very stale formula contradicted
by a very striking fact." And with all the brilliance and devastating irony, so characteristic of his best
writing, Chesterton gleefully and tempestuously tears to shreds that "very stale formula" and
triumphantly proclaims in vivid language the glory and unanswerable logic of that very striking fact. The
Everlasting Man reflects the genius of Chesterton at its delightful best.

ABOUT G.K. CHESTERTON:

Gilbert Keith Chesterton KC*SG (1874 — 1936) was an English author, philosopher, Christian
apologist, poet, journalist and magazine editor, and literary and art critic. Chesterton's

wit, paradoxical style, and defense of tradition made him a dominant figure in early 20th-century
literature.

Chesterton created the fictional priest-detective Father Brown, and wrote on apologetics, such as his
works Orthodoxy and The Everlasting Man. Chesterton routinely referred to himself as

an orthodox Christian, and came to identify this position more and more with Catholicism, eventually
converting from high church Anglicanism. Biographers have identified him as a successor to such
Victorian authors as Matthew Arnold, Thomas Carlyle, John Henry Newman and John Ruskin. He has
been referred to as the "prince of paradox". Of his writing style, Time observed: "Whenever possible,
Chesterton made his points with popular sayings, proverbs, allegories—first carefully turning them
inside out."

Initially educated in art, he became a prolific author, producing around 80 books, 200 short stories,
4,000 essays, and notable works such as the novel The Man Who Was Thursday, and the Father

Brown detective stories. Raised in a loosely Unitarian family, he converted to Catholicism in 1922 under
his wife Frances's influence, a conversion that shaped much of his later writing. A charismatic public
intellectual, he debated figures like George Bernard Shaw and H. G. Wells, opposed imperialism and
eugenics, and promoted distributism—a "third way" between capitalism and socialism. Though accused
of antisemitism, he also defended Jews against Nazi persecution and supported Zionism. He died in
1936, leaving a vast and enduring legacy, with his possible sainthood still periodically discussed.

FIVE KEYS LESSONS FROM THE EVERLASTING MAN

1. The Everlasting Man argues for the existence of a transcendent and universal human nature
that is rooted in a divine image. Chesterton asserts that human beings are not merely animals
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capable of reason and self-awareness, but rather creatures endowed with a unique essence
that sets them apart from the rest of the natural world.

Chesterton critiques the prevalent culture of his time for its myopic focus on progress and
evolution, contending that these concepts fail to fully explain the complexities and inherent
contradictions of human nature. He argues that while evolution may account for physical
changes over time, it cannot adequately explain the profound intellectual, moral, and spiritual
aspects of humankind.

The book presents a strong defense of Christianity and the fundamental tenets of the faith.
Chesterton points to the life, teachings, and resurrection of Jesus Christ as evidence of the
divine presence in human history. He asserts that Christianity’s universal appeal and
endurance throughout history can be attributed to its ability to satisfy the innate desires and
needs of humanity.

Chesterton explores the development of various mythologies and philosophies and their
significance in shaping human civilization. He highlights the unique contribution of
Christianity in challenging and transforming existing cultural norms by emphasizing the
dignity and worth of every individual, regardless of social status or background.

The Everlasting Man also examines the historical conflict between religion and science.
Chesterton argues that these two disciplines are not mutually exclusive, and that a
harmonious relationship between faith and reason is necessary for a balanced and holistic
understanding of the world. He cautions against reducing human existence to strict
materialism or scientism, asserting that a broader perspective encompassing both the material
and spiritual aspects of life leads to a richer and more meaningful existence

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.

2.

What did you think about The Everlasting Man?

This year, The Everlasting Man celebrates the centenary of its original publication. Why is this
work still considered fresh and relevant, 100 years after it first appeared?

Why does Chesterton say that humans are animals, and that at the same time humans are unlike
other creatures? Is this a paradox? Why or why not?

Chesterton argues that faith and reason are ultimately compatible within Catholicism. Is this an
accurate view of reason? Why or why not?

How does the study of history differ from the study of science? Do historical studies offer the
same kind of truth as other fields of knowledge? What are the limits of science?

How has the Christian faith contributed uniquely to the development of humanity and culture?

Who is the “Everlasting Man” to whom the title of the book refers? How does the Everlasting
Man speak uniquely to the aspirations of everlasting man?

Would you recommend The Everlasting Man? Why or why not?



