
Bishop’s Book Club 
August 2025 Offering: 
Steinbeck, John. Of Mice and Men. Penguin Random House, 1993. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK: 
John Steinbeck's classic novella follows an unlikely pair: George is “small and quick and dark of face”; 
Lennie, a man of tremendous size, has the mind of a young child. Yet together they have formed a 
family, clinging to each other in the face of loneliness, and alienation, and hardship. 
 
Laborers in California's dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living a hand-to-mouth 
existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack they can call their 
own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their dream seems to be 
within their grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations of a flirtatious woman, 
nor predict the consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. 
 
ABOUT JOHN STEINBECK: 
John Steinbeck, born in Salinas, California, in 1902, grew up in a fertile agricultural valley, about 
twenty-five miles from the Pacific Coast. Both the valley and the coast would serve as settings for some 
of his best fiction. In 1919 he went to Stanford University, where he intermittently enrolled in literature 
and writing courses until he left in 1925 without taking a degree. During the next five years he supported 
himself as a laborer and journalist in New York City, all the time working on his first novel, Cup of 
Gold (1929). 
 
After marriage and a move to Pacific Grove, he published two California books, The Pastures of Heaven 
(1932) and To a God Unknown (1933), and he worked on short stories later collected in The Long Valley 
(1938). Popular success and financial security came only with Tortilla Flat (1935), stories about 
Monterey’s paisanos. A ceaseless experimenter throughout his career, Steinbeck changed courses 
regularly. Three powerful novels of the late 1930s focused on the California laboring class: In Dubious 
Battle (1936), Of Mice and Men (1937), and the book considered by many his finest, The Grapes of 
Wrath (1939). The Grapes of Wrath won both the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize in 1939. 
 
Cannery Row (1945), and The Wayward Bus (1948) preceded publication of the monumental East of 
Eden (1952), an ambitious saga of the Salinas Valley and his own family’s history. 
 
The last decades of his life were spent in New York City and Sag Harbor with his third wife, with whom 
he traveled widely. Steinbeck received the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1962, and, in 1964, he was 
presented with the United States Medal of Freedom by President Lyndon B. Johnson. Steinbeck died in 
New York in 1968. Today, more than thirty years after his death, he remains one of America's greatest 
writers and cultural figures. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. What did you think about Of Mice and Men? 
 



2. Consider the attached PDF of the Robert Burns’ Poem “To A Mouse: On turning her up in her 
nest with the plough,” from which Steinbeck chose the title of this novella. With this in mind, 
what do you think about the title Steinbeck chose? 

 
3. Consider the initial setting of the story, before any of the main characters of the novella appear. 

What is its significance, a setting to which the novella will return at the end. 
 

4. In several of Steinbeck's novels, including The Grapes of Wrath and Of Mice and Men, the Great 
Depression has been likened to a character in and of itself. What is Steinbeck saying about this 
“character” and its effect on the other characters? 

 
5. What types of conflicts occur in "Of Mice and Men"? Are the conflicts physical, intellectual, or 

emotional? 
 

6. From the woman in the velvet dress to Curley's wife, female characters play a large part in 
shaping Lennie and George's destiny. What is the role of women in the text? Why do you think 
Steinbeck did not give his female characters names? 

 
7. Initially, this book has been subject to censorship and has even been banned in some situations. 

What might have been so controversial about Of Mice and Men? 
 

8. Is there any hope in the end of the novella?  In what ways is it hopeful…or hopeless? 
 

9. Are there any figures or situations in the novella that remind you of passages from the Bible?  
Which ones? 
 

10. In Pope Leo XIII’s Encyclical Rerum Novarum, he endorses labor unions in this way, “They 
[are] the means of affording not only many advantages to the workmen, but in no small degree of 
promoting the advancement of art, as numerous monuments remain to bear witness. Such unions 
should be suited to the requirements of this our age—an age of wider education, of different 
habits, and of far more numerous requirements in daily life. It is gratifying to know that there are 
actually in existence not a few associations of this nature, consisting either of workmen alone, or 
of workmen and employers together, but it were greatly to be desired that they should become 
more numerous and more efficient.” How do the laborers in Of Mice and Men seek to defend 
each others’ rights and what might this novella say about importance of collectives in the face of 
employer injustice.  Are the issues in the novella still present today regarding management—
labor relations? 

 
11. Jesus taught, “I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is 

doing. I have called you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my 
Father..” (John 15:15) In what ways does George become more human through his relationship 
with Lenny…and vice versa?  What do they teach us about the true nature of friendship? 
 

12. Would you recommend Of Mice and Men? Why or why not? 
 
 

https://www.thoughtco.com/great-depression-pictures-1779916

