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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK: 
Captured by a Russian army during World War II and convicted of being a “Vatican spy,” Jesuit Father Walter J. 
Ciszek spent twenty-three agonizing years in Soviet prisons and the labor camps of Siberia. Only through an 
utter reliance on God’s providence did he manage to endure the extreme hardship. Ciszek learns to accept his 
imprisonment and the inhuman work in the infamous Siberian salt mines as labors pleasing to God. And through 
that experience, he was able to turn the adverse forces of circumstance into a source of positive value and a 
means of drawing closer to the compassionate and never-forsaking Divine Spirit. 
 
He Leadeth Me is a book to inspire all Christians to greater faith and trust in God’s providence—even in their 
darkest hour. As the author asks, “What can ultimately trouble the soul that accepts every moment of every day 
as a gift from the hands of God and strives always to do his will?” 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Ciszek was born on November 4, 1904, in the mining town of Shenandoah, Pennsylvania, to Polish immigrants 
Mary (Mika) and Martin Ciszek. A former street gang member, he shocked his family by deciding to become a 
priest. Ciszek entered the Jesuit novitiate in Hyde Park, New York in 1928. The following year, he volunteered 
to serve as a missionary to Russia, where the Bolshevik Revolution had taken place 12 years before. Christians 
were being openly persecuted there, and few believers had access to a priest. Pope Pius XI made an appeal to 
priests from around the world to go to Russia as missionaries. In 1934, Ciszek was sent to Rome to study 
theology, Russian, the history of Russia and liturgy at the Pontifical Russian College (or 'Russicum'), a Jesuit-
run seminary established to train priests of the Russian Greek Catholic Church for missionary work in the 
Soviet Union and the Russian diaspora. In 1937, Ciszek was ordained a priest in the Byzantine Rite in Rome 
and took the name Vladimir. 
 
After nearly 23 years of imprisonment, Ciszek was released with American student Marvin Makinen on October 
12, 1963.  On December 8, 1984, Ciszek died after many years of declining health and was buried at the Jesuit 
Cemetery in Wernersville, Pennsylvania. Since 1990, Ciszek's life has been under consideration by the Catholic 
Church for beatification. As of 2023 his title is Servant of God. 
 
 
 
READING SUGGESTIONS: 

• He Leadeth Me is the second memoir authored by Fr. Csizek, the first being the more external and 
factual account, With God in Russia.  If you enjoyed Fr. Csizek’s spiritual memoir, perhaps continue 
your reading with the first volume. 
 
 

• Fr. Ciszek introduces many of the chapters of the book with a scriptural reference.  Do a search to 
identify the actual citation for the passage—and then spend time in prayer and reflection over the 
scripture. 

 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Rite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wernersville,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beatification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Servant_of_God


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

1. What do you think about the book?  What most struck you about Fr. Ciszek’s reflections of the spiritual 
motivations that permitted him to live in the most difficult of situations? 
 

2. Ciszek chose as the title of the memoir a verse from the famous Psalm 23, part of which is included in 
the book as its introductory epigraph: “The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want.  He makes me down to lie 
I pastures green. He leadeth me the quiet waters by. Yea, though I walk through death’s valley yet will I 
fear no ill, for Thou art with me and Thy rod and staff will comfort me.”  In what ways is this the perfect 
summary of this book? 
 

3. Fr. Ciszek concludes his first volume, With God in Russia, with these words, from the plane that was 
taking him, after 23 years, from Russia to the United States: “Suddenly, the plane gathered speed. I 
blessed myself, then turned to the window as we took off. The plane swung up in a big circle; there were 
the spires of the Kremlin in the distance! Slowly, carefully, I made the sign of the cross over the land I 
was leaving.” What was the significance of this final gesture, and why might have Ciszek described it as 
done “slowly, carefully”? 
 

4. In the preface of He Leadeth Me, Fr. Ciszek recalls that, in response to the many times he was asked, 
“How did you manage to survive?”, his answer was always the same: “God’s providence.” What do you 
think he means by this reply? 
 

5. Would you recommend He Leadeth Me to others?  Why or why not?  


