
Diocese of Rapid City 
Guidebook for Mercy Nights 

Why a Mercy Night? 

“During the season of Advent, the Church prepares for the Lord’s Nativity and 
looks forward to his Second Coming at the end of the ages. During Lent, she 

prepares for the celebration of Christ’s Death and Resurrection. As a part of these 
unique moments of grace in the life of the Church, Catholic communities 

customarily offer expanded opportunities for the Sacrament of Penance. During 
the National Eucharistic Revival, communities are encouraged to incorporate 
Eucharistic adoration as well, inspired by the tradition of ‘Nights of Mercy.’”  

~USCCB, Nights of Mercy 

The Vision of the National Eucharistic Revival is to help foster a “movement of 
Catholics across the United States, healed, converted, formed, and unified by an 
encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist and then sent out in mission ‘for the life of 
the world’.” This healing and missionary focus of the Revival can be fostered in a 

unique way with Mercy Nights.   

As the quote above suggests, Mercy Nights typically combine Eucharistic Adoration with 
an opportunity for celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Mercy Nights can also provide 
healing teams offering intercessory prayer as part of the evening.  A welcoming and peaceful 
environment with appropriate lighting and music can draw people to the Church who might not 
otherwise come, allowing the event to also have an evangelistic focus. 

What follows are some guidelines and tips drawn from past experiences, both on the national and 
local level, for parishes who want to host a Mercy Night. It will give you everything you need to 
successfully host a Mercy Night in your parish. 

What is a Mercy Night? 
Mercy Nights are an opportunity to provide many ways for people to encounter the healing power of 
Jesus.  First, Jesus is present in the Most Blessed Sacrament quietly extending his love and his mercy 
to all who come.  Secondly, there is an opportunity to experience the healing grace of the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation.  Thirdly, participants can be given the opportunity to light a candle and ask for 
prayer for particular intentions and may employ intercessory prayer teams who are available to pray 
with participants.  Lastly, music (live or recorded) creates a prayerful atmosphere. 

Mercy Nights can be offered to Catholics within your parish boundaries or to a wider area.  If one of 
your goals is evangelization, Mercy Nights can also provide a great opportunity to invite non-Catholics 
as well.  There are a variety of ways to do this as outlined below. 



IN LIGHT OF THE NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL’S CALL FOR AN OPENNESS TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, IT IS 
IMPORTANT TO PRAYERFULLY DISCERN THE GOALS OF YOUR MERCY NIGHT: 

• WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT INVITING TO THIS EVENT?  

• WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS?  

• WHAT IS POSSIBLE, BOTH SHORT AND LONG-TERM?   

• HOW CAN MERCY NIGHTS FOSTER AN ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS AND HIS HEALING POWER?   

• IN LIGHT OF YOUR GOAL(S), WHICH OF THE ASPECTS OF A “TYPICAL” MERCY NIGHT OUTLINED ABOVE 
DO YOU WANT TO OFFER FOR PEOPLE TO ENCOUNTER JESUS DURING YOUR PARTICULAR MERCY NIGHT? 

The following practical tips will be helpful to you as you incorporate the aspects of a Mercy Night 
which you have discerned are most appropriate to your situation. 

When should we hold our Mercy Night?  Who should we 
Invite? How should we invite them? 

When?  The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has suggested that Lent and Advent are 
opportune times to host a Mercy Night, but they certainly aren’t the only times they can be held.  
Day of the week and time of day are also important considerations.  In your parish(es), what time of 
day/day of the week work best?  For instance, if your goal is to encourage a greater number of 
families involved in your faith formation programs, perhaps a Wednesday evening is best.  In some 
communities, beginning before sunset encourages older members to attend and having your time 
extend beyond the workday enables working members of the community to attend.  Practically 
speaking, the schedule of the confessors participating will also be a factor. 

How Long?  Mercy Nights are often scheduled to be two to three hours long.  One suggestion for a 
parish’s first Mercy Night would be to schedule it for the same length of time as a penance service.  

Who? How? If this is an event for current parishioners, then bulletins, pulpit announcements, social 
media and any other typical parish communication means can be used.  Are there creative ways 
within these channels to convey the unique experience that a Mercy Night provides (samples at the 
end of this guide)?   

If your goal is to add an evangelistic element to your Mercy Night, then you might also consider: 

• Adding an “invite a friend” element to any parish promotion and providing some training and 
encouragement for parishioners to invite others to attend. 

• Send a postcard invitation to non-active Catholics you have contact information for, followed 
by a personal contact. 

• Send a bulk mailing to a certain geographical area.  Special pricing is available for such 
mailings and Diocesan staff can provide information for you about these kinds of mailings.      
A sample of a postcard is included in the Appendix. 

• Place posters in local businesses announcing the Mercy Night and encouraging all to attend. 



Hospitality 
Before the Mercy Night:  
Preparing the space and providing extraordinary hospitality conveys to people a clear message -- 
“YOU MATTER!”  It is a powerful way to convey Christ’s love and care for all people.  Some 
considerations: 

• All of these help create a peaceful and prayerful atmosphere. Dim lighting or using lamps 
instead of overhead lights.  Use a generous number of candles placed around the space. Place 
a brighter light focused on the Monstrance.   

• Music is also a powerful tool for creating a prayerful space (see below for specific 
suggestions).  

• Prepare a written resource to pass out to participants which includes a brief overview of 
what’s happening and how they can participate.  If there are many confessors, a map showing 
where they are located is helpful.   

• If non-Catholics or non-practicing Catholics have been invited, it is important to include a 
brief explanation of Eucharistic Adoration and Confession. Strive to think like an “outsider” 
when preparing this resource and ask yourself: what would I need to know to participate fully 
and feel welcome?  

During the Mercy Night: 
Ideally, each individual or family should be greeted personally with a warm welcome and a short 
description of the opportunities available.  This greeting should be delivered quietly and followed by 
the offer of a written map/guide. Although you may choose to announce some brief instructions at 
the beginning of the Mercy Night, as people come and go throughout the evening hospitality 
ministers may need to repeat these basic instructions to all who come later. They might say 
something like: 

 “Hello, it is so good to see you!  May I share with you briefly what is happening this 
evening?  We have many ways to encounter Jesus and spend some time with Him tonight. We 
would invite you to spend some time in adoration.  You are welcome to write a prayer 
intention down (point to where) and then light a candle, ask our volunteers to pray for/with 
you, visit with a priest for confession, etc. . Here is a map and further explanation of how 
things work.” 

Allow people to sit where they are comfortable.  Be prepared to add chairs if the number who attend 
requires additional seating. 

Typical elements of a Mercy Night: 

Music 
Music during a Mercy Night is an important part of creating a 
prayerful atmosphere.  Many people are deeply touched by music, 
and it can foster an encounter with Jesus.  The following 
suggestions are helpful in discerning how best to use this powerful 
tool: 



• Praise & Worship music throughout a Mercy Night is a great option – it is generally familiar to 
people, an accessible style, and often strikes very close to the heart. The repetitive and 
relational nature of this style of music can lend itself well to deepening one’s prayer. 
However, other styles of music may also work – folk hymns, traditional hymns, chant, etc. – 
anything that is played or sung as a prayer.  

• Regardless of the style chosen, reflective/mellow music tends to be more inherently prayerful 
and meditative than fast/loud/driving music. 

• Music or lyrics can be provided, but that doesn’t mean that people are required/expected to 
sing.  Sometimes, simply listening and reflecting on what is being sung leads one deeply into 
the prayer.  

• It is more effective to provide times of silence and times of quiet instrumental music in 
addition to music with lyrics.   

• Be sensitive to volume level, particularly if confessions are being heard in the same space 
that music is happening. Music can provide privacy to confessions but should also not be 
distracting or make it difficult for confessor and penitent to hear one another. 

• Music can be live or recorded depending on your parish resources.  A list of recorded songs 
can be created using apps available on smartphones.  CD’s are also a possible source of music.  
Recorded music should be reviewed ahead of time to avoid miscues or inappropriate 
selections disrupting the prayerful atmosphere. 

• If the music is recorded, ensure that someone is familiar with the sound system and can 
adjust the volume, turn it off for times of silence, change the songs as needed, etc. 

• Some suggestions for specific music appropriate for Mercy Nights are included in the 
Appendix. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
In this time of Eucharistic Revival, exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is a key 
element of a Mercy Night.  The liturgical norms for Exposition and adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament are utilized (an outline is provided in the Appendix).  
Benediction concludes the Mercy Night. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

“For those who receive the sacrament of Penance with contrite heart and religious 
disposition, reconciliation "is usually followed by peace and serenity of conscience 
with strong spiritual consolation." Indeed the sacrament of Reconciliation with God 
brings about a true "spiritual resurrection," restoration of the dignity and blessings 

of the life of the children of God, of which the most precious is friendship with 
God.” CCC1468 

The opportunity for Confession is also an integral aspect of Mercy Nights.  Planning is essential. 

Determine how many confessors are needed based on the estimated number of Catholics who will 
attend.  The process used in your area for Penance Services is a good start but also realize that Mercy 
Nights incorporate more than an opportunity for confession and therefore may draw more people 
than a Penance Service.  This might adjust the number of confessors needed. 



Invite confessors and provide hospitality to them. 

If there are more confessors than confessionals or Reconciliation rooms, determine spaces which 
provide the necessary privacy and set them up. 

If a large crowd is expected and many confessors are required, determining a way for penitents to 
wait for an open confessor is important.  When making plans, please keep in mind the desire to 
maintain an atmosphere of prayer and adoration.  You may have designated pews near the confessors 
that serve as “confession lines.”  Another possibility is to have a small cross or a candle with each 
confessor’s name on it, situated near a table near the front.  Penitents come to the table and take 
the object with them to the designated confessor and return it to the table when finished. 

Hospitality ministers could also be responsible for assisting people in finding an open confessor or 
confessional line.  

As noted above, including a list of confessors with locations as part of the written aid given out by 
hospitality ministers is also very helpful. 

Intercessory Prayer 
Opportunities for people to pray for an intention and/or be prayed with, is another way Mercy Nights 
can extend God’s healing to those who attend.  It is particularly important if your Mercy Night is 
intentionally evangelistic and welcoming to non-Catholics.   

Written Prayer Intentions 
Across the nation, Mercy Nights have included an invitation to pray for a particular intention.  People 
are invited to write their intention down, place it in a basket, light a candle and spend a few 
moments in prayer. What you will need: 

• Boxes of sufficient size filled with sand placed 
in front of the Church for lit candles. 

• A basket with small slips of paper and pens/
pencils placed close to the box of sand along 
with a basket to place the intention in and 
another basket with tapered candles such as 
those used during the Easter Vigil.  There 
should be a larger, pillar candle nearby for lighting the individual candles. 

• Participants are instructed (at the beginning of the evening and/or by a hospitality minister) 
to come forward, write their petition on a small slip of paper, place it in the basket, light a 
candle and place it in the box of sand and then stand, kneel, or sit and offer a prayer for 
their intention. 

• The prayer intentions are gathered at the end of the evening, and a Mass can be offered later 
for the intentions, after which they are burned. 



Intercessory Prayer Teams 
Another way to encounter the love and healing of Jesus is through trained  prayer teams offering 1

prayer ministry.  Here are some considerations: 

Like the number of confessors, the number of healing teams needed will need to be discerned based 
on the expected number of participants.  In general, one prayer team can serve 8-10 people in an 
hour. If necessary, an appropriate place to line up to receive prayer ministry should also be 
discerned.  It is helpful to have hospitality team members who direct people to an open healing 
team. 

Healing teams are ideally visible to those in attendance (this offers witness to the work Christ is 
doing) with adequate room to offer space between prayer ministry and other activities. Also, 
something to consider is having prayer teams in a position that allows the individual receiving prayer 
to also be in the Presence of Jesus in the monstrance. 

Prayer teams should have three people at minimum. Sometimes an additional intercessor is available 
but no more than four is recommended as it becomes intimidating to those receiving prayer.  

Prayer teams should gather a few minutes before Mercy Night begins and pray a prayer of blessing or 
protection. A pastor or a deacon would ideally join them for this. It is also a good idea to gather at 
the end of the night and pray a prayer of cleansing.  During the intercessory prayer, as people offer 
their needs, spirits that have bothered them may be stirred up.  These protection and cleansing 
prayers are meant as a safeguard for those participating. (See sample prayers in the appendix). In 
the proceeding days before the Mercy Night teams may decide to do intentional prayer and fasting 
for those coming and for those involved in ministry. 

In the Diocese of Rapid City, prayer teams serve others by praying with them, not over them with 
every effort made to respect the dignity of the one receiving prayer and with full respect of his/her 
authority over him/herself.   

When someone approaches a team for prayer: 
• Smile and welcome the individual, ask their name (unless the team is familiar with who the 

person is) and if there is anything specific, they would like prayer for. Walk them through 
what they can expect; sharing that they don’t need to do anything but listen and receive the 
prayer and blessing Jesus might choose to give them.  Invite them to stand with their hands 
open or another posture that is comfortable for them. 

• Always ask permission of the person receiving prayer before placing your hand on their 
shoulder or back (simply ask, “Is it okay if we place our hands on your shoulder”).   

• Pray in thanksgiving for the gift of this person and give thanks to God for who God is and what 
God has done for us. Pray for their intention(s).  Pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  

• Pause, wait, and listen. Sometimes the Holy Spirit will place a word, scripture verse, an 
encouragement or give you an image to share with the individual. It is okay to share this by 
saying something like this “I get a sense the Lord wants me to share with you” or “I am not 
sure if this will mean anything to you, but I received an image of (state or describe what that 
is).” The most important thing is that the individual being prayed with experiences the love of 
the Holy Trinity. Do not feel like you have to say something each time, sometimes silence can 

 Prayer team members should be spiritually mature, humble and have good relational skills.  The parish should 1

provide them with the training resources in the Appendix and ensure they have the opportunity to have any 
questions they have answered and feel equipped to lead others in asking for God’s healing.  



be a powerful way the Lord desires to encounter this person’s heart. You can simply just pray 
out loud or to yourself “Come Holy Spirit” or “Come Lord Jesus” or “Jesus”. 

• After a short period of time, offer a closing prayer thanking the Lord for what he has done. 
Thank them for their participation and openness to Jesus.  

• The opening and closing prayers are done by the team leader. The team leader should be 
determined prior to the Mercy Night. It is not necessary or desirable for everyone on the team 
to pray out loud.  If a team member other than the leader receives a message, they can offer 
that prayer, but most often no more than two persons of the team would vocalize their 
prayer. 

Those receiving prayer sometimes experience tears, heat, tingling or may rest in the spirit. To rest in 
the spirit simply means that an individual is overcome with the Holy Spirit in a way that can cause 
them to fall to the ground and rest in the Lord for a time, this is not fainting, and the person is still 
conscious. It is important to have trained catchers who will be able to gently lower these individuals 
to the ground in a safe manner. These reactions are not unusual and should be handled with quiet 
respect, without drama, and with practicality (i.e., having Kleenex close by and providing it if 
needed).  However, the presence or lack of a physical manifestation of the Holy Spirit is not 
indicative of the quality of the prayer.  God works in many ways and always in the best possible way 
for the one receiving prayer.  If prayer does move a person deeply, they may appreciate someone 
accompanying them back to their seat and sitting a few moments in silence with them.   If the 
person is overwhelmed with tears or emotion, it can be helpful to have them take some deep breaths 
and talk to them in a calming voice letting them know the Lord loves them.  

Prayer ministry in the context of a Mercy Night is not intended to be lengthy or to address serious 
issues which may require some form of additional counseling and more extensive healing prayer. If a 
serious issue is raised, pray sincerely, but briefly and then follow up after closing in prayer by 
suggesting they make an appointment to speak with the pastor, a mental health professional or other 
competent professional. Pastoral leaders should develop a list of professionals that prayer teams can 
refer people to if needed and share that with prayer teams. For those in remote areas of the 
diocese, this might require travel. In very rare cases, prayer teams may see something that could be 
a manifestation of an evil spirit. We would recommend that the pastor discuss this with prayer teams 
as part of an initial training and put in place a protocol for dealing with these situations and 
requesting the Pastor’s assistance if needed. There is no need to panic in this situation. Remember 
the strength of Jesus and his Spirit is stronger than any evil spirit. Proper care should be taken to 
ensure the dignity of the individual is guarded at all times. Do not challenge or command evil spirits. 
Simply ask the Lord to come to the person’s aid. The team/prayer minister can also SILENTLY say a 
“binding prayer.” 

Conclusion 
“The Church needs healing. The world needs Jesus.” 

~Bishop Andrew Cozzens, Chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Evangelization 
and Catechesis 

Planning and executing a Mercy Night requires effort, but it has also proven to be a powerful tool for 
evangelization and encounter.  A Mercy Night can meet the needs of a hurting world and offer a warm 
welcome to those who may not otherwise come to a church. May your efforts be rewarded as you see 
those who come to be healed, converted, and their relationship with Jesus Christ enkindled. 

 



Appendix 

Music Suggestions for Mercy Nights 
 Praise and Worship Songs suitable for a Mercy Night:

• Holy Spirit (Torwalt)
• What A Beautiful Name (Fielding/Ligertwood)
• 10,000 Reasons – Bless The Lord (Myrin/Redman)
• Oceans – Where Feet May Fail (Crocker/Houston/Ligthelm)
• All Who Are Thirsty (Brown/Robertson)
• You Are My All In All (Dennis Jernigan)
• Draw Me Close (Carpenter)
• Refiner’s Fire (Doerksen)
• Revelation Song (Riddle)
• How Great Is Our God (Tomlin/Reeves/Cash)
• Lord I Need You (Reeves/Stanfill/Maher/Nockels/Carson)
• Way Maker (Egbu)
• Amazing Grace – My Chains Are Gone (Tomlin/Newton/Giglio)
• In Christ Alone (Getty/Townend)
• Holy Holy Holy (Dykes/Heber)
• How Beautiful (Paris)

 
Please keep in mind that only using music that is sung throughout the evening tends to make the night 
feel busy and unfocused. The music above should be interspersed with times of silence as well as 
instrumental music.  You might consider several minutes of silence at the beginning and end of each 
hour, 4-5 sung songs spread throughout the hour, and instrumental music filling in the remaining gaps. 
The instrumental music leaves room for those attending to add their own prayer to what they hear, 
rather than having their prayer guided by song lyrics.
 
If you plan to create a playlist from recorded music, please note:

Not all recordings are created equal! Try to find prayerful recordings, rather than songs with a strong/
fast beat or with tacky effects added to the music. Music is not the focus of the evening – rather, it 
should facilitate meditation and prayer. When searching Spotify (or other music source) for recorded 
praise and worship, try adding search terms like “acoustic,” “calming,” or “instrumental” (such as 
“acoustic praise and worship”) – this should get you closer to music that is prayerful, but there will likely 
still be some songs that come up that are not suitable for adoration or prayer, so choose wisely! 



Marketing Samples 
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RAPID CITY, SD

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
520 Cathedral Dr
Rapid City, SD 57701
605-342-0507

You are invited to Mercy Night
an Evening of Adoration, Prayerful Music, Healing Prayer and Confessions.

Tuesday, March 14th
For more information visit www.cathedralolph.org.

SUNDAY Mass times:
SUN – 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m. 5:30 p.m.

SAT – 5:30 p.m.

Triduum:
Holy Thursday Mass of the Last Supper — 7 p.m.

Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion — 7 p.m.
Holy Saturday O!ice of Readings and Blessing of

Easter Food — 8 a.m.

Easter Mass Schedule:
Easter Vigil – Saturday, April 15th  — 8:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 16th — 8:00 a.m.
& 10:30 a.m.

Cathedral OLPH

www.cathedralolph.org 



Prayer Team Resources 
Training: A recommended resource is the prayer ministry training video and companion instructions (below) 
produced by The Rescue Project.  The video can be found at:  https://vimeo.com/751227563.   

Prayers of protection and cleansing: 

A Binding Prayer for Protection to be prayed before Mercy Night begins: 

In the name of Jesus Christ, by the power of His cross and blood, we bind the spirits, powers and 
forces of the earth, the underground, the air, the water, the fire, the netherworld and the satanic 
forces of nature. 

We rebuke any curses, hexes, or spells sent against us and send them directly to Jesus for him to 
deal with as he will.  Lord, we ask you to bless our enemies by sending your Holy Spirit to lead them 
to repentance. 

We bind all interplay, interaction and communication of evil spirits.  We claim the protection of the 
shed blood of Jesus Christ over ourselves, our families, our possessions, ministries and those we are 
ministering too.  Thank you for your protection, Lord. 

Holy Spirit, as we minister to Your people, fill us now with all the fruits and gifts You have to offer; 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, humility, self-control, faith, hope, 
awe, wisdom, knowledge, understanding, right judgment, reverence and courage.  May all that we 
do bring healing and give God glory.   

We ask for the protection and intercession of Mary, our Mother as we pray:  Hail Mary, full of grace . . 
. . . 

Amen. 

A Cleansing Prayer to be prayed after the Mercy Night concludes: 

Lord Jesus, thank You for sharing with us your wonderful ministry of healing and deliverance.  Thank 
You for the healings we have seen and experienced today.  We realize that the sickness and evil we 
encounter are more than our humanity can bear.  So cleanse us of any sadness, negativity or despair 
that we may have picked up.  If our ministry has tempted us to anger, impatience, pride or lust, 
cleanse us of those temptations and replace them with love, joy and peace.  If any evil spirits have 
attached themselves to us or oppress us in any way, we bind you in the name of Jesus Christ, spirits 
of the earth, air, fire or water, of the netherworld or of nature, and command you to depart now and 
go straight to Jesus Christ, for Him to deal with as He will.  

Come Holy Spirit, renew us, fill us anew with your power, love, and joy.  Strengthen us where we 
have felt weak and clothe us with your light.  Fill us with life.  And Lord Jesus, please send your Holy 
angels to minister to us and our families, and to guard and protect us from all sickness, harm and 
accidents and guard us on a safe trip home, and grant us a peaceful night’s rest.  We praise you now 
and forever, Father Son and Holy Spirit! 

We ask for the protection and intercession of Mary, our Mother as we pray:  Hail Mary, full of grace . . 
Amen. 

https://vimeo.com/751227563
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PRAYER MINISTRY in TRP RETREAT 
 

  
A. WARM WELCOME 

1. Introduce yourself & the intercessor 
i. “Hello, my name is ____ and this is _____, what is your name?” 
ii. “It’s great to meet you ____” 

 
2. Ask if they have received prayer ministry before 

i. “Have you ever experienced prayer ministry before?” 
ii. Honor the answer (yes or no), then… 

 
B. ORIENT 

1. Explain the prayer ministry process 
i. Walk them through what they can expect; sharing that they don’t need to do anything, but receive  
ii. Ask them to simply be attentive to what they may be experiencing during prayer  

“What we are going to do right now, is pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Is that good with you?”  
(wait for response) 

iii. The prayee might ask for something else, if they do, receive it and let them know you will pray for that as well 
2. Invite them to a posture that is comfortable for them to pray; our recommendation is to stand with hands open. 

Ask if you can lay your hand on their shoulder 
 

C. PRAY 
1. Sign of the cross 
2. Pray of thanksgiving to the Father for the gift of this person (honors him/her): 

“Thank you, Father, for gift of (insert name) and for his/her willingness to come forward to pray.  Father, we 
know it’s your desire to make yourself known to us, to Father us, bless us, and to bring each to true freedom 
and happiness through your Son, Jesus.” 

i. If they are well known to you, feel free to get more specific about them in your gratitude to God for their life. 
 

3. Pray to Jesus thanking Him for who He is, what He has done for us,  
“Jesus, we thank you, for rescuing each of us from Sin, Death, and Hell. Lord, thank you for revealing the 
Father to us, and for inviting us to be your friend.” 

i. If they have brought up an intention, you can use the following prayer: 
“Jesus, in a particular way right now, we ask you to hear the intentions ____(insert name) has brought 
forward. Specifically, we pray for (name intentions) _______ (bless ______, heal ______, etc.) and anything else 
that only you know they need.” 

 

4. Pray to the Holy Spirit asking for an outpouring 
“Holy Spirit, we now ask you to come. Come in your love, come in your power, come in your mercy, come in 
your peace, and fill _____ (insert name). Come Holy Spirit, unleash your power within ______ (insert name). 
Holy Spirit, you are the giver of all good gifts, give your son/daughter all the gifts you want him/her to have.  
Move in his/her heart, move in his/her life. Help him/her to know they are loved, just as they are. Come Holy 
Spirit, come…” 

i. Pause… wait… listen… respond as you are led. 
ii. Check in, and ask: 

“What are you experiencing right now?” 
iii. Pause, wait, watch… respond 
iv. Encourage them and close the prayer 

 

5. Closing prayer to end ministry 
“Father, thank you for this opportunity to pray with your son/daughter ____ (insert name). Jesus thank you 
for the graces of this moment, please protect ____ (insert name) from all attacks of the enemy. And Holy 
Spirit, I pray that you would continue to minister to him/her in the days ahead and continue to transform them 
into the person God desires them to be. Amen.” 

 
D. WARM CLOSING 



Outline of Eucharistic Exposition and Adoration from the 
USCCB Website (can be adapted for Mercy Night): 

Procession/Exposition  

 Opening Hymn: “O Salutaris Hostia” or another suitable Eucharistic hymn 

 Opening Prayer  

Presiding Minister:  
Lord our God, in this great sacrament we come into the presence of Jesus 
Christ, your Son, born of the Virgin Mary and crucified for our salvation. May we 
who declare our faith in this fountain of love and mercy drink from it the water 
of everlasting life. Through Christ our Lord. All: Amen.  

Liturgy of the Word - select 1 reading, a response Psalm and Gospel or a similar passage 
illustrating God’s merciful love 

• Jonah 4:1-11 (LFM 463) And should I not pity Nineveh?  
• 1 Pt 1:3-9 (LFM 347) The death and resurrection of Jesus has won us the hope of   

         salvation  
• Eph 2:4-10 (LFM 32) God, who is rich in mercy, brought us to life in Christ  
• Rom 5:6-11 (LFM 91) Christ died for us while we were still sinners  

• Psalm 103:1-14 (LFM 377) The Lord is kind and merciful  

• Lk 15:3-7 (LFM 172) The Parable of the Lost Sheep  
• Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 (LFM 33) The Parable of the Prodigal Son   

The Presiding Minister may offer a short insight/reflection on the revelation of God’s mercy 
in The Scripture 

Period of Silent Reflection and Adoration  

During this period, the Sacrament of Reconciliation, written intercessory prayers and 
praying with participants is offered. This period can last for a predetermined time or 
until the presider or someone else who is presiding over this period determines it is 
time to conclude the service.  

Intercessions – these petitions are optional or can be adapted to the needs and situation of   
     the parish or Time 

Presiding Minister:  

God is the Father of all mercies. In him we place our faith as we pray the following 
petitions:  



Deacon or Lector:  

For Church leaders, and all the faithful: that each will bear witness to the love   
 and mercy of God; We pray to the Lord:  

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
  
For all who have committed grave sin and who are afraid to go to confession: 
that their fears will dissolve in the face of Jesus’ longing to forgive and be 
reconciled to them; We pray to the Lord:  

All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

For those who serve in public office: that they govern with true compassion for 
the lives of the most vulnerable among us— especially unborn children, the 
elderly, and persons with disabilities; We pray to the Lord:  

All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

For parents: that, by their guidance and the witness of their own lives, they 
will teach their children how to love and forgive when they have been 
wronged; We pray to the Lord:  

All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

For the protection of conscience rights and religious liberty, and that all people 
of good will may work together against the increasing threats to these 
fundamental rights; We pray to the Lord:  

All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

For peace throughout the world, and especially in areas of open conflict: that 
ancient prejudices and hatreds will be replaced by a spirit of mercy and 
brotherhood; We pray to the Lord: 

 All: Lord, hear our prayer.  

Presiding Minister:  

Almighty and merciful Father, we give you thanks for all of your many blessings, 
and we ask you to hear these petitions in the name of your Son, our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

 All: Amen.  



Benediction: “Tantum ergo” or another suitable Eucharistic hymn is sung as the presider 
incenses the Blessed Sacrament.  

Presiding Minister: Let us pray. O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament have 
left us a memorial of your Passion, grant us, we pray, so to revere the sacred 
mysteries of your Body and Blood that we may always experience in ourselves 
the fruits of your redemption. Who live and reign for ever and ever.  

All: Amen.  

Reposition  

Divine Praises – lead by the presiding minister from the chair or in front of the altar 

Blessed be God.  
Blessed be his Holy Name.  
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true man.  
Blessed be the Name of Jesus.  
Blessed be his Most Sacred Heart.  
Blessed be his Most Precious Blood.  
Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.  
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.  
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy.  
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception.  
Blessed be her glorious Assumption.  
Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.  
Blessed be St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse.  
Blessed be God in his angels and in his Saints.  

Closing Hymn “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” or another suitable hymn  
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