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BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
“There have been 200 attacks on 

Catholic Churches since May 2000,” said 
Dr. Mary Healy in her opening address, 
“Walking in the Supernatural.” She was de-
scribing one side effect of a massively sec-
ular society. Dr. Healy continued using a 
report on the state of the U.S. Catholic 
Church with facts on evangelization. For 
every one person who joins, 6.5 leave the 
church. It is the fastest decline in the U.S. 
among religious groups. 

She explained the New Evangelization 
is not a membership drive to get more bod-
ies filling those empty pews. It is also not 
the work of a chosen few followers during 
biblical times. “We have missed something 
in Jesus’ instructions,” said Dr. Healy. She 
said we need to get back to healing and 
spreading the good news. 

What is missing from  
evangelization efforts?

She referred to the Great Commission 
Jesus gave prior to ascending into heaven: 

“And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world 
and proclaim the good news to the whole cre-
ation. … And these signs will accompany those 
who believe: by using my name they will cast 
out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 
they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt 
them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and 
they will recover.” Mk 16:15-18 NRSV 
Catholic Edition. 

 In her second address, “Jesus Healer of 
Souls and Bodies,” she referenced Bible 
verses describing miracle after miracle per-
formed by Jesus — raising the dead, restor-
ing sight to the blind, healing crippled 
people, feeding the 5000 ... According to  

Healy, Continued on p. 4
The retreat “A Weekend with Dr. Mary Healy,” on Dec. 9-10, was co-sponsored by Terra 
Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City, as part of its 10-year anniversary celebration and the 
diocesan Eucharistic Revival Committee. (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)

BY VATICAN NEWS SERVICE 
The coffin of the late Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI was sealed in a ritual in St. Peter’s Basilica 

on the evening of January 4, after around 200,000 pilgrims had finished paying their respects 
to the German-born Pope. As per tradition, the Pope Emeritus' pallium, coins and medals minted 
during his pontificate, as well as a Rogito or Deed summarizing the highlights of his papacy, 
were also placed inside the casket. Following the Requiem Mass on January 5 Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI's coffin was transported through the Basilica and to the Vatican crypt for burial, 
in the first tomb of John Paul II. He was buried in the traditional triple coffin, with caskets made 
of cypress wood, zinc, and oak. 

In addition, Vatican News Service reported, Pope Francis said in his homily, "God’s faithful 
people, gathered here, now accompanies and entrusts to him the life of the one who was their 
pastor ... We want to do this with the same wisdom, tenderness and devotion that he bestowed 
upon us over the years. Together, we want to say: ‘Father, into your hands we commend his 
spirit.’ … Benedict, faithful friend of the Bridegroom, may your joy be complete as you hear his 
voice, now and forever!” (Vatican News Service photo)

Pope Benedict XVI laid to rest
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Women’s Retreat, p. 8

SEEK, 17,000 College Students  
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We have cele-
brated the Lord’s 
Nativity during the 
rich and grace-filled 
days of the Christ-
mas season and have 
entered a new calen-
dar year.  In the week 
between Christmas 
and New Year’s Day 
media reports are 
filled with highlights 
from the past year 
and predictions of 
what awaits us in the 

coming months.  While a lot of these sto-
ries are done in advance to take the place 
of regular reporting as people take vaca-
tion days over the holidays, they do re-
mind us of where we have been over the 
last twelve months and give us some sense 
of what lies ahead.  

 The month of  January is named after 
the Roman god Janus. You might remem-
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ber that Janus had 
two faces so that he 
could see the future 
and the past. Janus 
was considered the 
god of beginnings, 
gates, doors, and 
endings.  While we 
see everything in 
the light of Jesus 
Christ, classical 
Greek and Roman 
culture and history are still with us in 
many ways.  

As we begin a new year it is natural to 
look back over the past year and to look 
forward into the coming months.    

I am grateful for the many blessings of 
2022 including the retreats and other 
events that were hosted by our beautiful 
retreat centers, Terra Sancta and the Sioux 
Spiritual Center. We celebrated the 10th 
Anniversary of the opening of Terra 
Sancta and began development efforts to 

endow the Sioux 
Spiritual Center.  
Both of these centers 
provide wonderful 
opportunities for us 
to grow in our faith.  

Our Western 
South Dakota 
Catholic Foundation 
celebrated its 30th 
Anniversary, a great 
milestone of legacy 

gifts that fund so many important min-
istries in our diocese.  

We celebrated the ordination of  
Joshua Lee to the priesthood in June and 
also experienced an increase in men dis-
cerning a call to the priesthood this past 
year.  Two young women from our diocese  
made professions to religious life and we 
welcomed Fr. Leonard and Fr. Francis sent 
to us by Bishop Zziwa in Uganda, who 
has shared his priests with us in the past.   

Along with Catholics across the United 

States we began the Eucharistic Revival — 
a three-year movement to reignite our love 
for the Lord’s Real Presence in the most 
important moment in the life of the 
church, the celebration of the Eucharist.  
Please pray that the Holy Spirit will guide 
and empower the Revival in our diocese so 
that it touches many hearts.  

 These are just a few of the blessings of 
the past year.  I am grateful to God for 
providing for our needs and for the gen-
erosity of so many who continue to sup-
port the diocese with their time and talent 
as well as through contributions to our 
Annual Appeal and with legacy gifts in 
their estate plans.  

What blessings will God share with us 
in the New Year?  I am certainly looking 
forward to finding out.  Please know of my 
prayers for you as we begin this New Year.  
May God bless you richly as you continue 
to serve him and share your faith with 
those around you.  

 

My prayers for a blessed New Year

January 17, Tuesday 
9:30 a.m. Staff Mass, Chancery 
10:30 a.m. Chancery Staff Meeting, 
Chancery 
11:30 a.m. Chancery Christmas Lunch-
eon, Chancery 
  
January 21, Saturday 
4 p.m. Confirmation Meeting, 5 p.m. 
Mass, Blessed Sacrament Church, Bison 
  
January 22, Sunday 
10 a.m. Confirmation Meeting, 11 a.m. 
Mass, St. Anthony Church, Buffalo 
  
January 24, Tuesday 
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services 
Board Meeting, Rapid City 
  
January 26, Thursday 
10 a.m. College of Consultors Meeting, 
Chancery 
  
January 28, Saturday 
4 p.m. Mass, Social Justice Committee 
Truth and Racial Healing Conference  

January 30, Monday 
9 a.m. National Catholic Schools Week 
Mass, Cathedral 
5 p.m. Men In Black Basketball Event, 
St. Thomas More High School 
  
February 1, Wednesday 
5 p.m. Confirmation Meeting, 6 p.m. 
Mass, St. Patrick Church, Wall 
  
February 2, Thursday 
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders 
Meeting, Chancery 
  
February 5, Sunday 
2 p.m. Mass with Deacon Candidate 
Community, Terra Sancta Retreat Center 
 
February 7, Tuesday 
8:30 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass and Up-
date, Chancery 
 
 February 8, Wednesday 
11:30 a.m. Lunch with St. Thomas More 
High School Juniors/Seniors, STM HS 
  

February 9, Thursday 
10 a.m. Sioux Spiritual Center Board 
Meeting, Chancery 
  
February 10, Friday 
11 a.m. Mass and Lunch with  
Benedictine Sisters, St. Martin 
Monastery 
  
February 12, Sunday 
2 p.m. Lay Ministry Commissioning,  
St. Joseph, Faith  
 
February 20, Monday 
Presidents' Day, Chancery Closed 
  
February 21, Tuesday 
9 a.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, 
Chancery 
  
February 22, Ash Wednesday 
8 a.m. Staff Mass 
2 p.m. S.D. National Guard Mass,  
S.D. National Guard Headquarters, 
Rapid City 
5:30 p.m. Mass, Cathedral 

February 23, Thursday 
11:30 a.m. WSDCF Board 
Meeting/Lunch, Chancery 
  
February 24, Friday 
6 p.m. Presentation, Healing and  
Reconciliation Training, Cathedral Hall 
  
February 26, Sunday 
3 p.m. Mass, Rite of Election and Call to 
Continuing Conversion, Cathedral 
  
February 28, Tuesday 
8:15 a.m. Diocesan Investment  
Committee Meeting, Chancery 
9 a.m. Diocesan Finance Council  
Meeting, Chancery 
 

‘May God bless 
you richly as you 
continue to serve 

him’
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The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and main-
taining the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report 
allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact Assistance Coordinator,  
Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be  
contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging 
features. All information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of 
their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities.  
   In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children 
or young people by priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of 
Rapid City will be investigated. 
 
   The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the  
diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children  
and Young People

New deacon couple  
Faculties have been approved for extern  
Deacon Chuck Loehr, who recently moved to 
the Diocese of Rapid City. He was ordained 
in the Diocese of Rockford, Ill., on September 
27, 2014. He has permission from his bishop 
and Bishop Peter Muhich to minister here. 
Dcn. Chuck and his wife, Jean, have been 
married 47 years, have five children and 
fourteen grandchildren. The Loehrs  are 
members of St. Rose of Lima Church, Hill 
City. 

Faith Formation and Pastoral Ministries 
Sr. Rachel Gosda, SCTJM, will be leaving the Chancery for studies 
in Rome. She came to the diocese on July 12, 2021.  
Sr. Sara Marie Kowal, SCTJM, has been appointed the new director 
of Faith Formation and Pastoral Ministries in the Diocese of Rapid 
City. She arrived at the Chancery on Jan. 6. Sr. Sara has a bache-
lor’s degree in biology from the University of Michigan; a master’s 
degree in theological studies from Ave Maria University and a mas-
ter’s degree in education administration from Dusquene University. 
She has served as a high school principal, campus minister both at 
the high school and college levels, and as a theology teacher. 

Parish Accounting Manger 
Kathy Blauvelt is the new Parish Accounting Manager. She began 
working at the Chancery on Nov. 28. The Parish Accounting  
department does full-service accounting (keeps the books) for  
approximately 40 parishes in the diocese, and oversees and  
provides help and information for the  remaining parishes.

@RapidCitydiorc @RapidCitydiorcDioceseofRapidCity

or online: www.rapidcitydiocese.org
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Dr. Healy, every member of the church is 
given a supernatural spirit that empowers 
them for the mission God has prepared. 
She said, “Ordinary Catholics can pray for 
healing and other manifestations of God's 
power for ourselves and others.” Through-
out her talks she recalled modern miracles 
and healings — Post Traumatic Stress Syn-
drome, double vision, deafness, breathing 
without a ventilator, cancer, getting out of a 

wheelchair and walking, etc. 
Later in her talks, Dr. Healy pointed out 

a shortcoming of Mosaic law. Regarding 
the law, when faced with leprosy, a deadly 
contagious disease, “the best the law could 
do was create a quarantine. Sound familiar?” 
Conversely, she talked about Jesus healing 
the leper in Luke, Chapter 5, “Jesus reached 
out his hand and touched the leper. Jesus’ 
cleanness is more powerful than our un-
cleanness. He cured the leper, then he said 
something surprising, ‘don’t tell anybody.’ 
You have to understand this in the context 
of the times. Jesus’ mission could have been 
drastically misunderstood as a political mil-
itary mission to overthrow the Roman gov-
ernment,” she said. 

 Dr. Healy explained the leper disre-
garded Jesus’ instruction and told everybody. 
He was free to move around in society, 
while Jesus became the outcast — not being 
able to move around freely — they had 
traded places. Cathy Long, a participant 
from Piedmont, said, “When I heard Dr. 
Healy explain the role reversal with Jesus 
and leper, it made me do some deep think-
ing. I never thought of Jesus in that posi-
tion.”  

During breaks, more than 150 partici-
pants chattered about healings they had ex-
perienced, or heard about through friends 
and relatives. Others crowded the book 
table, purchasing Dr. Healy’s writings, and 
waiting in line for her to sign their books. 

 In the presentations on “The Healing 
Power of God” and “The Evangelizing 
Power of the Eucharist,” Dr. Healy broke 
down the parts of the Mass and explained 
how each one brings us closer to that heal-
ing power of God. Quoting from the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church, Dr. Healy 
reminded her audience the church teaches 
that the Eucharist is the source and summit 
of Christian life. She cautioned against 
starting the evangelization process by invit-
ing someone to Mass. “They have no idea 
what's going on. It's kind of like on the very 
first date saying, ‘will you marry me?’ It's   
too much, too soon,” she said. In the early 
church people heard somebody talking 
about Jesus. They got to know Jesus first. 
Then, the conversion process was usually 
about three years long, until finally on the 
holy night of Easter Vigil, they received 
their first holy Communion. 

 After the event, Joy Falkenburg, Custer, 
described what she enjoyed. “It was con-
nectedness to those around me. Even 
though I went to the retreat alone, I found 
that the faith and community of Catholics 
around me, created a sense of peace and 
hope,” Falkenburg said. “It was inspiring 
and rejuvenating.”   

To continue education on healing, the 
Eucharistic Revival Committee is offering 
a “Healing Retreat: An Encounter with 
Jesus’ Healing Power Today.” (See box at right)

Healy, Continued from p.1__________
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   Parishioners of St. Mary Parish, Lemmon, gathered on Jan. 1 to 
dedicate and bless a new statue of Mary, Seat of Wisdom (Sedes 
Sapientiae). The statue sits in the center of the parish lawn  
replacing an older statue of Christ the King. According to Father 
Adam Hofer, the old statue of Christ the King was made of  
sandstone and showed signs of erosion. “A couple of years ago 
the Knights of Columbus did a beautiful landscape project on the 
parish grounds, and there was a desire from the parish to replace 

the statue of Christ the King with a new statue of Mary,  
as the patroness of the parish as completion of the  
landscaping project to highlight the sacredness of the parish  
and its grounds.”  
   Parishioners donated funds to purchase the statue, some  
donating as a memorial for a loved one. The parish  
Altar Society also contributed.  
(Photos courtesy Jenny Dirk and Father Adam Hofer) 

Mary, Seat of Wisdom — Statue dedicated in Lemmon
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The 2023 session for 
the South Dakota 
legislature runs from 
January 10 to March 
9. The South Dakota 
Catholic Conference 
(SDCC) will be 
monitoring numer-
ous bills. Because the 
legislative process 
moves at a brisk 
pace, the best way to 
stay up to date on is-
sues important to 
Catholics is to sub-
scribe to SDCC 
email updates. (Visit 
our website — sdca 
tholicconference.org 

— and look for the “Sign Up” feature at the 
top right of the homepage.) 

 
 The following are some of the key issues 

the legislature will likely consider. 
  
Abortion: The 2023 session marks the 

first time South Dakota legislators have met 
since the U.S. Supreme Court handed down 
its decision in the Dobbs case in June of 
2022. The court’s decision to overturn Roe 
v. Wade has allowed South Dakota to im-
plement a law passed in 2005 that protects 
preborn children and their mothers from 
the violence of abortion. However, some 
legislators will be pushing for changes that 
weaken South Dakota’s pro-life law and 
allow more abortions to occur. On the pos-
itive side, it’s expected the legislature will 
also consider measures designed to help 
parents who face unexpected or difficult 
pregnancies to choose life for their preborn 
children. 

 
 Marijuana: South Dakota voters re-

jected a ballot measure to legalize recre-
ational marijuana in the last election. 
However, this doesn’t mean the issue is 
going away. An effort was launched recently 
to place yet another measure on the ballot 
to legalize recreational marijuana, this time 
for the 2024 election. Meanwhile, the legis-

lature will likely consider several proposals 
to clarify the rules concerning access to 
“medical marijuana,” which was legalized 
when South Dakota voters approved Initi-
ated Measure 26 in 2020. 

  
Gender ideology: The legislature will 

consider a proposal to regulate the use of 
powerful drugs and risky surgeries for the 
purpose of effectuating so-called “gender 
transitions” among children. Shockingly, 
children who are not considered mature 
enough to vote, drive a car, get married, or 
purchase alcohol are nevertheless allowed to 
receive radical medical and surgical treat-
ments that often have irreversible con-
sequences (such as sterility and dis- 
figurement). Persons experiencing gender 
dysphoria deserve to be treated with com-
passion and respect. But studies show that 
gender dysphoria experienced among chil-
dren naturally resolves itself in most cases, 
without any medical or surgical interven-
tions. Children growing up in today’s cul-
ture are especially vulnerable to ideologies 
concerning sexuality and gender, and there 
is a growing trend of recommending med-
ical “solutions” for children experiencing 
distress related to their sex. The law should 
protect children while they are still devel-
oping and maturing physiologically, emo-
tionally, and spiritually. 

  
Conscience Protection for Medical 

Professionals: In 2021, the South Dakota 
Catholic Conference supported legislation 
(HB 1247) designed to protect the rights of 
medical professionals to not participate in 
procedures — such as those related to abor-
tion and “gender transitions” — that violate 
their consciences. Unfortunately, this legis-
lation did not pass the House. It’s expected 
that lawmakers will once again take up this 
issue, as the need for this protection has be-
come even more urgent. The threats to the 
right of conscience have become even more 
expansive in recent years, and no health care 
practitioner should be forced to choose be-
tween their conscience and their vocation 
to heal and cure. 

  

Michael G. 
Pauley 

Executive  
Director  

S.D. Catholic  
Conference 
sdcatholic 

conference.org

 

Packed agenda for Legislature in 2023 



The first part of 
January, I was blessed 
to travel with thirty-
five college students 
and FOCUS Mission-
aries from South Da-
kota School of Mines 
and Technology (SD 
Mines, Rapid City) and 
Black Hills State Uni-
versity (BHSU, Spear-
fish) to be part of the 
SEEK 2023 Confer-
ence in St. Louis, MO.  

The SEEK confer-
ence is sponsored by the 

Fellowship of Catholic University Students, 
who by the way are celebrating their 25th 
anniversary of vigorously recruiting, train-
ing, and sending young Catholic mission-
aries onto college and university campuses 
to evangelize and draw 
their hearts to Christ, by 
proclaiming the Gospel 
of Jesus to them, mainly 
through Bible studies, 
confession, Eucharist 
and adoration.  

This was the first 
time that the SEEK 
Conference was held in 
person since the Covid 
19 pandemic shut down 
everything in 2020. 
There were more than 
17,000 college students, 
adults, parishioners, ministry leaders, 
priests, seminarians and religious sisters and 
brothers. It was an amazing, awe-inspiring, 
spirit-filled week, packed with talks, prayer, 
and fellowship. There were several groups 
from Canada, Germany, and Austria as well.  

The theme for this year’s SEEK confer-
ence was “You are called,” taken from the 
Gospel of Mk 10:49 — “Fear not; rise, he is 
calling you.” We were challenged to stand 
up, dust ourselves off, and to thrive in Jesus’ 
abundant presence in our lives.  

St. John Paul the Great was the patron 
saint of this year’s SEEK conference. We 
were reminded that 24 years earlier Pope 
John Paul II celebrated Mass for over 
100,000 people in the very dome in which 
this year’s SEEK conference was being held. 
As we celebrated Mass every day, I couldn't 
help but think of St. John Paul II, knowing 
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that all the altar furnishings were the same 
ones that he used 24 years earlier. In my 
prayer and in my imagination, I could see 
Pope John Paul II with us during the 
Masses at SEEK. A Holy Spirit moment!  

Father Chris Martin, a priest of the 
Archdiocese of St. Louis, was one of the 
lucky seminarians, at the time, whose name 
was drawn out of the hat, to be one of the 
servers to the papal Mass, in January of 
1999. Fr. Martin recalled his experience at 
SEEK “With John Paul II, he just had this 
charismatic aura about him, that where he 
went, there was this energy … and he was 
really an inspiration to pursue the faith, to 
love Jesus and to strive for greatness. You 
saw the courage and faithfulness of him, 
and it just inspired you in your own life to 
say, ‘I want to try to become a saint as well.” 

Each day we had several amazing key-
note speakers including: Paul J. Kim, Chika 

Anyanwu, Fr. Mike 
Schmitz, Sr. Bethany 
Madonna, SV, Hillary 
Draftz, Sr. Miriam 
James Heidland, 
SOLT, Fr. Joshua 
Johnson, Curtis 
Marin, Edward Siri, 
and Jason Evert.  

My favorite ad-
dress was by Sr. Mi-
riam James, in which 
she reminded us re-
peatedly “It is good 
that you exist” as she 

quoted from the late Pope Benedict’s Prin-
ciples of Catholic Theology.  

“If an individual is to accept himself, 
someone must say to him: ‘It is good that 
you exist’ — must say it, not with words, but 
with that act of the entire being that we call 
love,” said Sr. Miriam. She reminded us of 
the fact that, “Jesus is not embarrassed of 
you, he knows you and he sees you and he 
loves you, and he says that it is good that 
you exist. No matter what words of despair 
we might internalize from the world, Jesus 
is always there to remind us of the truth, she 
said. This is the good news: That wherever 
you find yourself this evening, Christ the 
Bridegroom is singing his song of songs 
over you, and he is intensely interested in 
every detail of your life.”  I challenge you to 
say to one another as many times as you can 
with great love — “it is good that you exist.”  

 I also enjoyed Fr. Agustino Torres, CFR, 
one of the speakers for the men’s session. 
He was speaking about having true freedom 
in Christ. At one point in his talk, he en-
couraged all the men, to look around and to 
find a priest and say to that priest “Lead us 
to freedom. Lead us to Christ. We will fol-
low you.” I was overwhelmed by these 
young men looking at me, saying to me 
with great gusto “Fr. Mark, lead us to free-
dom. Lead us to Christ. We will follow 

Local SEEK 2023 students ham it up in photo booth software in St. Louis. (Courtesy photo)

SEEK 2023: ‘It is good that you exist’
you.” The next thing I knew I was standing
on a chair, instead of a horse like Mel Gib-
son in “Brave Heart” yelling at the top of
my lungs “FREEDOM! FREEDOM!
FREEDOM!” 

 It was a great joy to journey to St. Louis
for SEEK 2023 with our college students
from BHSU and SD Mines, reminding
them that it is good that they exist and that
each one of them should fear not, for they
are called to thrive in Jesus.  

Overall SEEK was an 
amazing conference. We went to daily 
Mass and had multiple talks through-
out the conference. It was at these talks 
that I felt that I gained confidence in 

myself and my beliefs.  I expected to be 
turned upside down by God on this 

trip but he actually turned me in a 180 
degree turn and made me realize 
there's so much more I can do to be 

Christ-like.  
— Kayla Price, sophomore at BH
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The Holy Spirit is at work all across our diocese 
BY SHAWNA HANSON 
EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Several months ago, I was inspired by 

the example of Anne Lyon in Martin. She 

shared with me that she had been praying 

and had come to the realization that if she 

was called to share her faith with others that 

it should begin with the people she knew 

best — fellow teachers. Her story of acting 

on this inspiration was highlighted in the 

November issue of West River Catholic in an 

article titled “Hometown Study Groups.” 

As I traveled the diocese with the relics of 

Bl. Carlos Acutis and St. Manuel Gonzalez 

in October, I realized Anne is not alone. The 

Holy Spirit is at work all across our diocese 

in the homes and in the hearts of God’s 

people and when they say yes to him, amaz-

ing things can happen.   

At Holy Cross Church in Timber Lake, 

I visited with Becky Maciejewski. She in-

spired me with this story of four women in 

the Timber Lake/Firesteel area who all 

married farmers/ranchers in the area and 

have been meeting together for the past six 

years. “We have developed a special bond as 

sisters in Christ. We like to refer to our-

selves as spiritual companions,” Becky says. 

“We all need spiritual nourishment and fe-

male companionship. Our Bible studies, al-

though varied in terms of the specific areas 

of our faith they touch on, provide that 

mixture of ‘girl time’ and ‘God time’ for us. 

It’s an opportunity to really sit with God as 

we go through the readings and reflections 

each day and grow in our personal faith. 

And when we meet as a group, it’s another 

opportunity to share and learn from each 

other, our varied perspectives and life ex-

periences and to grow in our friendship 

both with God and each other. It has really 

been a rich and beautiful gift,” Kristen Gill 

adds. 

During the summer of 2022, they de-

cided to try a new four-week long retreat 

book called, “Set the World on Fire” by 

Vinita Hampton Wright. It was unanimous 

that all four of us were loving this book.”  

The book grabbed Kristen right away in the 

simplicity but yet the depth of the content. 

“The author has an amazing gift of putting 

words on paper that are so easy to read but 

yet so profound if you take the time to re-

flect on them.” 

As they read and studied, perhaps the 

four women doctors were also at work – in-

terceding and praying for them, because as 

it turns out, the Holy Spirit was gently 

nudging Becky to do more than just read 

this book and talk to her friends about it. As 

Kristen says, “The Holy Spirit had a plan I 

guess and thankfully, we were open to it.” 

Becky knew there was talk at their parish 

about hosting a women’s retreat again, be-

cause it had been 6 years since the last one 

in the area. “The Holy Spirit planted the 

seed in my mind that this personal 

retreat/book study we were doing would be 

the perfect topic for a one-day retreat. I was 

nervous to ask the other three ladies if they 

would be willing to help put on a retreat, 

but they all said ‘Yes!’” 

“When Becky first suggested we try to 

put this study in a format to present as a 

women’s retreat, I was open but a little 

afraid. Who are we to tell others how to 

grow in their faith? What makes us experts 

on these women or the faith? Will it be bor-

ing?  Will it come off as if we don’t know 

what we are talking about? Will we be con-

sidered a fraud because of the impurities in 

our own lives? So many questions the devil 

tends to put in our heads. But we just took 

it one step at a time, and it all came together 

fairly seamlessly. The Holy Spirit was defi-

nitely at work because no way could we have 

put it together as quickly and solidly as we 

did on our own. Every part of it has felt di-

vinely cared for,” Kristen added. 

Each of the four women in the study 

agreed to take one of the women doctors, 

study them and do a presentation at a one-

day retreat for women in their area. Forty-

six women attended the retreat in Timber 

Lake, and the four were blown-away by the 

positive responses of those in attendance. 

Christa Biegler shares, “There were many 

things that struck me about how this retreat 

moved the hearts of the women in atten-

dance, but the biggest one is that we are all 

seeking our purpose. Our calling and our 

mission and marching orders from God.” 

“We hadn’t planned on doing this more 

than once, but I read in a Facebook com-

ment that women in Faith were wondering 

if we would be willing to travel. We were in-

vited to Faith by their Catholic Daughters 

Association, and presented the retreat to 17 

more women,” Becky said.  

On February 11, they will once again 

share the gift of this short retreat at Terra 

Sancta Retreat Center (see the ad p. 6 for 

details). They hope many women of all ages 

will come, but particularly young moms. 

Megan Bickel shares, “When I was a young 

mother and going through life, exhausted, 

rundown, and feeling overwhelmed a close 

family friend said to me, ‘keep going to 

Bible studies, it’s women like you — young 

moms who feel as though their lives are 

crazy and hectic and overwhelming that 

need to participate in the Bible study to 

make sure that their cups are being filled.’” 

Finally, Christa said, “The female doc-

tors of the church are simply women in his-

tory that have overcome the odds and show 

us encouragement and inspiration for 

what’s possible with God in our daily lives. 

As we all said in preparing for the retreat, 

each saint chose us. Will you come along 

with us on Feb 11 and meet the Saint who 

is speaking to you?” 

This is the cover of “Set the World on Fire.”  It 
inspired four women from Holy Cross Church, 
Timber Lake to share it as a women’s retreat.  
The women doctors of the church who are fea-
tured include St.Therese of Lisieux, St. Teresa 
of Avila, St. Catherine of Sienna and St. Hilde-
gard of Bingen. Retreat registration informa-
tion is on p. 6.  
Ave Maria Press

Megan Bickel, Kristen Gill, Christa Biegler, 
Becky Maciejewski will be the presenters for 
the “Set the World on Fire” Workshop,  
Feb. 11, registration directions are on p. 6.
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BY SHAWNA HANSON 
CHAIR EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL COMMITTEE 
 

In the Black Hills community of Custer, 
there is a group of women who have a book 
club that has been meeting for some time. 
Last year, they were somewhat disappointed 
with the booklist they had received from a 
national reading club and over the summer 
decided to pick their own books for the fol-
lowing year. Club member Ann Dvorak 
said, “If we were already creating our own 
list, we decided we may as well pick them 
with a Eucharistic theme and learn and 
grow alongside the whole church in this 
time of Eucharistic Revival.” They chose 
books, eucharistic hymns, saints, and videos 
that highlight the riches of the church’s 
teaching and love for Jesus, present in the 

Eucharist.  
Custer’s book club has members of vary-

ing ages and from diverse backgrounds, but 
with a common desire for fellowship and 
discussion. Ann said, “It is such a blessing 
to gather and hear how each member re-
ceives the books with her unique perspec-
tives and ways of seeing.  It makes for a rich 
conversation.”  

Their book list includes both modern 
and classic books such as “The Jewish Roots 
of the Eucharist” by Dr. Brant Pitre, “The 
Lamb’s Supper” by Dr. Scott Hahn and 
“The Real Presence” by St. Peter Julian Ey-
mard. Not all of their choices are serious 
theological works.  In January, they will be 
reading the children’s classic, “The Outlaws 
of Ravenhurst” and in February the inspi-
rational reflection by Francis Xavier 

Nguyen Van Thuan, “Five Loaves and Two 
Fish.” In addition to their discussion on the 
book of the month, the group is taking 
some time to explore saints such as Bl. 
Carlo Acutis, St. Clare of Assisi and St. 
Tarcisius and how their Eucharistic piety 
has inspired the church. If the saint has a 
symbol associated with them in sacred art, 
they share that as well. They open their time 
together singing and praying with a eucha-
ristic hymn. Clearly, the plan offers them an 
opportunity to immerse themselves in that 
which is true, good, and beautiful!  

 
If you are interested in learning more, Ann 

has shared their whole reading plan with us.  
Please contact me at shanson@diorc.org for a 
copy. 

  
 

Revival takes root in Custer Women's book study

This is just one of many titles the women in 
the Custer book club will be reading.

To advertise in the West River Catholic contact Laurie Hallstrom  
at 605-343-3541 or lhallstrom@diorc.org.
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Televised Mass 
Visit our website 

WWW.RAPIDCITYDIOCESE.ORG/TELEVISED-MASS 
for a list of online Masses and resources for at home prayer and study

Listen to the homily on our website or on your favorite podcast player by  
searching Catholic Diocese of Rapid City! 

SATURDAY —  4 P.M. 
    NBC   21.1 
   ConnectCenter1   21.2 
SUNDAY —  7 A.M. 
    NBC   21.1 
SUNDAY —  10:30 A.M. 
   ConnectCenter1   21.2

DIOCESE OF  
SIOUX FALLS 
 
SATURDAY 
    3 p.m. MT/4 p.m. CT 
    YouTube 
SUNDAY 
   9 a.m. MT/10 a.m. CT 
   KELOLand TV (CBS)

ONLINE 
   nc1.tv/Mass 
   Twitter:  @Newscenter1 
   Facebook: KNBNNewscenter1 
     DioceseofRapidCity https://www.sfcatholic.org/tvmass/

Check with your parish for in-person Mass times
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Diocesan Seminarian Burses (as of 12/31/22) 
Only income from these donations is used to support diocesan seminarian education.

Appreciation is extended to multiple donors for contributing to the Garry Memorial Burse,  
Michael Rovella for contributing to the Rovella Burse and the anonymous donor for contributing  
to the Scherer Burse.

Lux, Peter & Gertrude  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
McManus, Lyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .450.00 
McManus, Mary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00 
McNaboe, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Meade, Fr. Cornelius  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,720.00 
Meyer, Dillen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Miller, Donald and Kathleen . . . . . . . . .1,380.00 
Morvay, Fr. Andrew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33,000.00 
Muldoon, Fr. Ralph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,375.00 
Nemec, Ed & Elizabeth  . . . . . . . . . . .50,000.00 
O’Connell, Msgr. William  . . . . . . . . . .23,000.00 
O’Doherty, Fr. Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800.00 
Padula, Fr. Dominic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,671.20 
Plante, Fr. Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93,055.92 
Prendiville Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,235.00 
Rath, Deacon Vern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,317.00 
Reedy, Camille  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .929.00 
Roach, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,346.00 
Rovella, Ann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,000.00 
Ruud, Donna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.00 
St. Anthony-Hot Springs  . . . . . . . . . . .3,547.72 
St. Francis of Assisi-Sturgis . . . . . . . . .9,922.55 
St. Joseph-Mud Butte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250.00 
St. Joseph-Scenic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,070.78 
St. Mary-Lemmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,371.00 
St. Mary-Newell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
St. Paul-Belle Fourche  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .750.00 
St. Therese-RC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,610.00 
Scherer, Fr. Gerald N.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,705.00 
Schofield, Mary Ellen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .600.00 
Sonn, Lorraine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80.00 
Szalay, Fr. Eugene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7,300.00 
Thompson, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . .265,584.63..
Tunnissen, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,400.00 
Vannix, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .115,866.98 
Welsh, Bishop Lawrence  . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Whiteside, Fr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,600.00 
Zacher, Catherine & Eugene  . . . . . . . .2,525.00 
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Kadoka  . . . . . . . . . . . .1,040.00 
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Midland  . . . . . . . . . . . . .790.00 
 
Other funds  
Leo “Pete” Berens Memorial Fund  . . .323,339.21 
Fr. Peter Kovarik Memorial Fund . . . .70,855.89

Ambur, Irene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,207.25 
Baden, Fr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,000.00 
Baskerville, Doreen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,420.00 
Bell, John M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Berning, Fr. Francis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,105.00 
Bertrand, Howard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Bishop’s Burse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,708.72 
Blessed Virgin Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,517.00 
Bollinger Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41,136.19 
Bourassa, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00 
Budmayr, Minnie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,797.00 
Cahoy, Emil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Callahan, Mabel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19,750.00 
Carr, Harry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .915.25 
Caswell, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00 
Costigan, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . .35,836.67 
Cower, Fr. D. Craig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,625.00 
Cower, Robert H. & Blanche A.  . . .153,323.96 
Cower, Rod H.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,725.00 
Dauwen, Ray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Davies, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,000.00 
Decker, Maude Cower  . . . . . . . . . . . .4,000.00 
Deisch, Fr. Raymond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,155.00 
DeMers, Ray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300.00 
Dimmerling, Bishop Harold  . . . . . . . .43,836.14 
Diskin, Fr. William  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,316.28 
Donahoe, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .700.00 
Dosch, Pius and Jerome  . . . . . . . . . .40,000.00 
Drew, Msgr. Bernard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,488.00 
Dries, Theodore & Gretchen  . . . . . . .12,369.56 
Dube, Msgr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00 
Erhardt Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .335,496.56 
Falzone, Mauriece  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000.00 
Fencl, Fr. Leonard SJ.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Feuerbach, Msgr. Leo  . . . . . . . . . . . .80,289.53 
Garry Memorial  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,310.00 
Gravel, Deacon Ed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,650.00 
Groell, Fr. John  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Healy, Msgr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,558.00 
Igoe, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,485.00 
Jones, Netta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Krebs, Ernest & Frank  . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00 
Krebs, Lewis & Abbie . . . . . . . . . . . . .52,076.06 
LaCroix, Trude  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,000.00 

Anna Berens...................................................................................12,000.00 
Margaret Biggs .................................................................................1,000.00 
Fr. D. Craig Cower............................................................................8,550.00 
Anonymous..........................................................................................633.26 
Jerome and Pius Dosch .................................................................40,000.00 
Fr. Christopher Scadron ......................................................................380.00 
Emma Smith .....................................................................................1,000.00 
Hazel Smith ......................................................................................1,000.00 
Valades Family .................................................................................9,000.00 
Frank & Margaret Woster .................................................................2,531.00 

 
PRAA Board Chair Fr. Ron Garry 

For information on donating to PRAA Memorial Burse, contact  
Finance Manager Rick Soulek, 605-343-3541.

PRAA Memorial Burses 
Only income from these donations is used to support retired priests.
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January 17, 2023

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY

PO Box 678 l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57709-0678 l (605) 343-3541 
Parcel: 606 Cathedral Drive l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57701-5498

Most Rev. Peter Muhich 
Bishop of Rapid City

The annual audit for the Diocese of Rapid City was performed by the  
accounting firm Ketel Thorstensen, LLP. A copy of the audit is available for 
review at the Chancery Office. In accordance with the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Resolution on Diocesan Financial Reporting, information 
 regarding the review and approval of the audit report has been provided to 
the Archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis. Your comments and questions 
are welcome. A complete set of audited financial statements are on the di-
ocese website: www.rapidcitydiocese.org/finance/.

Thank you 

Dear Parishioners of the Diocese of Rapid City, 
 
Another year has drawn to a close, and it is time for me to share with you the annual overview of the financial 

situation for our diocese.  
We are all experiencing the challenges of the inflation rate, which was about 8% during Fiscal Year 2022.  

Like others, our investments have suffered historically unrealized losses.  The income from our annual appeal 
was about the same in 2022 as it was in 2021 while our expenses increased by 2.6%, despite cost containment  
measures and staff positions that were left unfilled.  

The Diocese qualified for forgiveness of the 2021 Paycheck Protection Program loan during 2022, which 
helped the bottom line.   

Income at the Terra Sancta Retreat Center increased 30% as activities picked up after the pandemic  
restrictions were eased.  

Thank you for your generous support of the mission and ministry of the diocese.  Please continue to do what 
you can to help during these challenging times.  

Be assured of my prayers for you and your intentions. 
Sincerely yours in the love of Christ, 
 
 

Diocese of Rapid City 
Financial Statement for July 1, 2021, through June 30, 2022

To all who generously gave to their local parish, 
Annual Diocesan Appeal, and the Living the  

Mission Campaign during these difficult times.   

Diocesan  
Finance  
Council  

Jeff Berzina, Rapid City 
Pat Burchill, Rapid City 
Bruce Byrum, Spearfish 

S. Roy Dishman, Rapid City 
Timothy Frost, Rapid City 

Rev. Adam Hofer, Rapid City 
Leisa Nash, Piedmont 
Don Stukel, Gregory 

Robert Wentz, Piedmont     

Ex Officio 
Members  

Most Rev. Peter Muhich 
Very Rev. Leo Hausmann 

Daniel Duffy 
Sr. Christine Hernandez, SCTJM 

Rick  Soulek    

 Investment  
Committee  

Jeff Berzina 
Pat Burchill   

Bruce Byrum 
Don Stukel



(1) The primary reason for the decrease in investment was a $1.4 million unrealized loss on investments. (2) The primary reason for 
changes in Receivables and Debt is attributable to the Living the Mission campaign. (3) Approximately $3.3 million of  
Amounts Held for Others are expected Parish Grants and distributions associated with the Living the mission capital campaign.

(1) Investment income includes a $1.4 million loss in FY22 and a $1 million gain in FY21.
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2021 

 

718,069 

7,191,067 

5,589,853 

15,678,285 

511,847 

79,644 

29,768,765 

 
 

922,363 

3,236,261 

3,154,833 

7,313,457 
 
 

 

3,018,727 

2,289,661 

 

6,563,406 

10,583,514 

22,455,308 
 

29,768,765

Other Program  
Services 

20%

Fundraising 7%

Evangelization 
and Outreach 

39%

Management 
and General  

19%
Seminarian and Clergy 15%

Fiscal Year 2022 Expenses

                                                                                                              Without                                                                               Total                         Total 
                                                                                                                Donor                              With Donor                   Fiscal Year              Fiscal Year 
                                                                                                          Restrictions                         Restrictions                          2022                          2021 

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY  
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2022 

ASSETS 
Cash & Cash Equivalents 

Investments (1) 

Receivables (2) 

Property & Equipment  

Investment – SM Properties, LLC 

Investment – Cash Surrender Life Ins 

      Total Assets 
 
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities 

Amounts Held for Others (3) 

Debt on Pastoral Center and Terra Sancta Property (1) 

     Total Liabilities 
 
NET ASSETS 
With Donor Restrictions 

     Restricted in Perpetuity 

     Purpose/Time Restrictions 

Without Donor Restrictions 
     Designated 

    Undesignated 

    Total Net Assets 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

2022 
 

537,286 

6,108,787 

4,083,375 

15,286,809 

512,297 

77,046 

26,605,600 

 
 

465,754 

3,582,243 

2,522,100 

6,570,097 
 
 

 

1,906,466 

2,360,965 

 

5,640,216 

10,127,856 

20,035,503 
 

26,605,600

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY  
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2022

Summary of the diocesan finances  
for the Fiscal Year ending  June 30, 2022  
The Diocese of Rapid City has had a year full of blessings and 

challenges during 2022. We are deeply grateful for the support of 
benefactors who allow us to fund necessary diocesan ministries.    

This year’s financials were highlighted by historically  
unrealized investment losses, a continuingly challenging Annual 
Diocesan Appeal, Terra Sancta Retreat Center revenue  
increasing and the forgiveness of the 2021 Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) loan. This is the last year of the PPP revenue. 
Thank you for your ongoing support, allowing us to continue 
serving the parishes of western South Dakota. 

The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation continues to 
be the largest contributor to the support of our diocese. We are 
very grateful to all those who work with the foundation as well as 
all those who have contributed to its growth. Please keep the 
foundation in your prayers and consider offering your support 
through financial gifts, endowments, and estate plans.  

Terra Sancta Retreat Center celebrated its 10th anniversary 
beginning in January 2022.  FY22 showed growth of events, 
guests, and income as we rebounded from the pandemic and 
began 10th anniversary celebrations. The retreat center ended 
their fiscal year with a 30 percent increase in GAAP  
income from FY21.   

Catholic Extension, Catholic Home Missions, the Black and 
Indian Mission Office and the Mission Cooperative have also 
provided valuable support to various ministries in our diocese. In 
addition to the amounts listed in our financial reports, some of 
the funding from these entities was also directed to parishes 
throughout the diocese. Please continue your prayerful and  
financial support for these generous organizations.   

The diocesan financial picture shown here does not include 
the support that parishioners offer to their local parishes. We are 
grateful for all that parishioners do for their local parishes.  

A copy of the full audit is available on the Diocese of Rapid 
City website or through the Finance Office of the diocese. Your 
comments and questions are welcome. Please direct questions or 
requests to Rick Soulek, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709, 
(605-343-3541). 

Support and Revenue 
Annual Diocesan Appeal                                                 1,372,359                                                           1,372,359            1,389,776 

Investment Income (1)                                                     (378,211)                          (686,702)                -1,064,913            1,379,503 

Outside Funders (Catholic Extension, 

    Comm Home Missions/BIMO, 

    Mission Coop)                                                               446,706                            212,750                     659,456               612,191 

Diocesan Programs and Misc. Income                               503,745                            134,645                     638,390               583,272 

Western SD Catholic Foundation Grant                                                                     402,000                     402,000               411,257  

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Income                                  291,629                                                              291,629               225,181  

Gifts and Bequests                                                              137,436                              85,818                     223,254               208,723 

Living the Mission Appeal                                                   27,336                                                                27,336                 49,629 

Parish Assesments                                                                40,351                                                                40,351                 41,242 

Net Assets Released From Restrictions                           1,189,468                        -1,189,468                                0                          0 

    Total Support and Revenue                                                   3,630,819                              -1.040,957                      2,589,862               4,900,774 
 
Expenses  
Evangelization and Outreach                                                                                                                     1,948,248            1,894,072 

Other Program Services                                                                                                                             1,019,052            1,072,318 

Management and General                                                                                                                            948,738               936,038 

Seminarian and Clergy                                                                                                                                  757,880               654,277 

Fundraising                                                                                                                                                   335,749               325,893   

    Total Expenses                                                                                                                                                                            5,009,667               4,882,598 
 
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS                                                                                                          -2,419,805                     18,176
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In Your Prayers  
February  

In Your Prayers is designed to help us  
remember the birthdays, ordination and 
death anniversaries of the priests who 
serve us.  
Anniversaries: Feb. 1, 2013, Dcn.  
Gregory Sass and Dcn. James Scherr; 
Feb. 7, 1981, Dcn. Walt Wilson. 
Birthdays: Feb. 2, Dcn. Don Moore;  
Feb. 3, Dcn. Fred Tully; Feb. 4,  
Dcn. Thomas Freece; Feb. 24, Fr. Joshua 
Lee; Feb. 27, Dcn. Gregory Sass.  
Necrology: Feb. 2, 2022, Dcn. James 
Garnett; Feb. 3, 1996, Dcn. Victor Bull 
Bear; Feb. 4, 1978, Leo Feuerbach;  
Feb. 6, 1978, Charles Quinn;  
Feb. 10, 1893, Richard Maher, CSC;  
Feb. 11, 1972, Philip Clark, TOR;  
Feb. 11, 1978, Aloysius Grady;  
Feb. 13, 1905, John Toohey, CSC; Feb. 
13, 1994, Leo O’Doherty; Feb. 14, 1903, 
Aloysius Bosch, SJ; Feb. 16, 1933, Henry 
Kelly; Feb. 16, 1980, William Diskin;  
Feb. 17, 2003, Dcn. Chester Murray;  
Feb. 19, 1890, Charles Metzger, OP;  
Feb. 19, 1983, William Boat; Feb. 21, 
1880, Bernard Mackin; Feb. 21, 1986, 
Dcn. Stephen Red Elk; Feb. 27, 1929, 
John Lynch. 

March 
Ordinations: Mar. 11, 1995, Dcn. Bill 
Dustman; Mar. 28, 1977, Fr. Arnold Kari; 
Mar 30, 2019, Dcn. Don More; Mar. 31, 
2016, Dcn. Lloyd Frein and Dcn. Craig 
Pearson.  
Birthdays: Mar. 13, Dcn. Ben Black Bear, 
Jr.; Mar. 15, Msgr. Michael Woster; Mar. 
17, Fr. Grant Gerlach; Mar. 20, Dcn. Walt 
Wilson; Mar. 21, Dcn. Patrick Coy;  
Mar. 22, Fr. Edmund Yainao; Mar. 24, 
Dcn. Charles Rausch; Mar. 26,  
Dcn. Luis Usera; Mar. 27, Fr. Richard  
Novotny and Fr. Zane Pekron. 
Necrology: Mar. 5, 2013; Reuben  
Valades; Mar. 6, 1966, John DeRaff;  
Mar.  7 1991, James Sheehan; Mar. 8, 
1965, George Heup; Mar. 11, 1948, 
Bishop John Lawler; Mar 11, 1964,  
Arthur O’Brien; Mar. 11, 1965,  
Benedict Detterman, TOR; Mar. 14, 
1975, Wenzel Sobolewski; Mar. 14, 
2003, Glendon Welshons, SJ; Mar. 16, 
1994, Arthur Doyle; Mar. 16, 2014, Paul 
Dahms; Mar. 17, 1955, Francis Parisian; 
Mar. 21, 1977, James Tunnissen, SJ; 
Mar. 22, 1909, Emil Perrig, SJ; Mar. 25, 
1972, Alban Reid; Mar. 27, 1964, Philip 
O'Connell; Mar. 27, 1966, Thomas 
Downey, SP; Mar. 30, 1968, Florian  
Kruswicki. 

Thank you!
Staff and students at the diocesan 

Newman Centers would like to thank 
Bishop Peter, the priests of the diocese, 
and all those who participated in the first 
annual diocesan Newman Partnership 
Appeal this year. Young adults were 
blessed by your prayers and support.    

Your generosity impacts the lives of 
college students throughout our diocese 
while they are attending college or tech-
nical schools in Spearfish and Rapid 
City. Catholic Newman Centers are  
places where the sacraments are  
celebrated, the Catholic faith is lived, 
and the call to holiness is  

accepted, as students en-
counter Jesus and authentic 
Christian friendships are 
developed and shared.  

  Surveys have shown 
that the college years are 
the time when young adults are 
most likely to abandon faith. New-
man Centers exist to ensure that is 
not the case but rather that our stu-
dents grow in faith, hope and love, 
and learn to enter into service of the 
mission of the church.   

Thank you for your prayers and 
support. God bless you.
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Going Deeper Retreat: Examen 
January 20-22, Friday – Sunday,  this  

retreat is a Going Deeper retreat offered by 
the Diocese of Rapid City geared towards 
high school youth that are  desiring to grow 
deeper in their faith. The retreat begins Fri-
day at  5 p.m. and ends at 3 p.m. on Sunday. 
To register online visit rapidcity 
diocese.org/godeeperretreat. 

 
Rapid City NPM Chapter 

 Meeting 
Jan. 21, Saturday, to be held at 10 a.m., 

St. Rose of Lima Church,  Hill City. To en-
sure an accurate lunch count, please RSVP 
by Wednesday, Jan. 18 to Carman Timmer-
man — ph. 605-391-4053, or email: car 
man.timmerman@gmail.com. Additional 
details can be found in the NPM Chapter 
newsletter, https://npmrc.org/wp-content/ 
upoads/2022/12/2023-winter.pdf. 

 

Truth and Racial Healing Conference 
Jan. 28,  Saturday, the “Truth and  

Racial Healing Conference” will cover  
historical and theological perspectives on 

indigenous communities and Catholicism. 
It will be held at Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center, Rapid City, beginning at 9 a.m., 
closing with Mass at 4 p.m. See p. 21. To 
register visit rapidcitydiocese.org/sjc. 

 

Heal Your Grief Support Group 
Jan. 30, Monday, an eight-week support 

group for adults mourning the loss of a 
friend or loved one. To be held at Blessed 
Sacrament Church, Rapid City. Fee $10. 
For information contact George Wallace 
605-721-3811 or Dee Pickarts 605-343-
2038. 

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy 
Jan. 31 to Mar. 21, Tuesdays, Catholic 

Social Services, 529 Kansas City St., Rapid 
City, will host CBT classes from  
2 - 3 p.m. Topics include: mental illness, de-
pression, trauma, substance abuse, anxiety, 
phobias and more. Pre-registration is re-
quired. For information go to: www.cssra 
pidcity.com/events/ or call 605-348-6086. 

Marriage Matters Weekend 
Feb. 10, Friday, deadline to RSVP for 

Marriage Matters Weekend Retreat for 

married couples. Weekend to be held at 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City, 
Saturday-Sunday, Feb. 18-19. See p. 5. 

 
Set the World on Fire 

A Retreat for Women 
February 11, Saturday,  Looking for 

more? Come to Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center. Retreat designed to bring women 
together in fellowship, the retreat highlights 
the work of four female Doctors of the 
Church.   

Register on-line at terrasancta.org/on 
fire2023. There is no cost to attend; a  
suggested donation of $25 helps support 
this ministry. See pp. 6 & 8.  

 

Pie vs. Tart Class 
Feb. 16, Thursday, from the Baker’s 

Bench series by Chef Jeff, learn about both 
types of dough and bake a pie and a tart in 
the kitchen at Terra Sancta Retreat Center. 
To be held from 3-7 p.m. Cost $45 per 
adult. Register at terrasancta.org/bbpievtart.  

Married Sweethearts 
Feb. 18, Saturday, Family Life Ministries 

is sponsoring Holy Hour, Mass and a 
Dinner/Dance for married couples. 
See p. 3.  

Surviving Divorce Support Group 
Feb. 27, Monday, a 10-week support 

group for those in the divorce process or 
newly divorced. To be held at Terra Sancta. 
For information/registration contact Family 
Life Ministries 650-343-3541 or Amy at 
ajulian@diorc.org or Linda at 
ldrake@diorc.org. 

Natural Family Planning Seminar 
Mar. 7, Tuesday, for engaged couples or 

anyone wanting to learn more about church 
teaching on procreation. For 
information/registration contact Family 
Life Ministries at 605-343-3541 or Amy at 
ajulian@diorc.org. 

 
Heart to Heart Retreat for  

Engaged Couples 
Mar. 17-19, Friday-Sunday, for all cou-

ples planning to marry in the Diocese of 
Rapid City. For information/registration 
contact Family Life Ministries at 605-343-
3541 or Amy at ajulian@diorc.org. 
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A daughter searches for family history
BY KATHY CORDES 
DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST 

 
On this day the 4th of May in the Year of 

Our Lord Nineteen Hundred and Forty Three 

Miss Pauline Weaver and SSGT John Marty 

were married according to the Rite of the 

Roman Catholic Church.   
Eighty years after her parents were mar-

ried, Lisa Marty contacted the diocesan Ar-
chives wondering if I could help her search 
for any details of their wedding.  She as-
sumed the marriage took place in Rapid 
City but had no idea of the church or exact 
date.  

Searching the archives and the backup 
records of our parishes is, at times, a daunt-
ing task.  With no identifying information 
other than, ‘I know they were Catholic’ 
means searching through each of our par-
ish’s records.  

I love to help people out with a sacra-
mental records research. However, because 
our diocese does not have one central reg-

istry for records, it is very time intensive to 
search each individual parish’s records.    

The date is always helpful as the records 
are kept by year. According to canon law   
the actual sacramental registers must be 
kept in their original form. A computerized 
data base may also be kept but the register 
itself must be safeguarded.  

Clues such as knowing the priest’s name, 
describing a location (such as it was up on 
the hill in Rapid City could indicate St. 
Issac Jogues) or a picture may show us de-
tails to indicate an altar. Baptismal records 
are the same, a witness may have a picture, 
or the baptismal candle is still intact. 

 I was very excited to bring Lisa the news 
that my research found their marriage in 
the record book of Cathedral of St. Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception, in Rapid City.  
Lisa and her family were planning a 
summer visit and wanted to visit the former 
cathedral, the place where her parents were 
married.  

I told them I would help them with a 
tour. I lined up a tour at Immaculate Con-

ception Church and Lisa and her family 
were thrilled to know some history of this 
original Rapid City cathedral that her par-
ents were married at, and to kneel at the 
same altar her parents did eighty years ago.  
“This was a once in a lifetime event for us!” 
said Lisa. 

(Left) Pauline Weaver and John Marty were 
married at the Cathedral of Mary of the Im-
maculate Conception, Rapid City, in 1943. 
(Above) In 2022, family members stand on 
the steps of the church where the Martys 
were married. (Courtesy photos)
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 (Story and photo used with permission of 

Timber Lake Topic. See full story  

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/wrcenews. 
KAREN HOLZER 
Fingers dance up and down the keys, 

melodies float through the air, music fills 
the room while the musician softly smiles 
as she plays song after song.  

If words could paint a picture, the canvas 
would surely portray Fauneil Keller sitting 
at a keyboard sharing her love of music for 
everyone to hear.  Fauneil, a spry 86-year-
old, has been playing music since she was a 
young girl, serving as accompanist for 
churches and schools. For over seventy 
years, she has shared her talents and love of 
music with church congregations, providing 
music for funerals and weddings, and ac-
companying school groups. 

As a young girl, finishing third grade 
when her family was living in Mobridge, 
her cousin gave her piano lessons. As a fifth 
grader, when her family lived in Timber 
Lake, she started piano lessons.  She re-
members three girls, Caroline Traversie, 
Sally Ross and herself, took lessons to-
gether. Fauneil says, “Our teacher was Mrs. 

Nelson. We sat on the piano bench to-
gether, and played together, moving up the 
keyboard.  At that time I didn’t have a piano 
at home, so I just practiced using the table 
at home for a keyboard.” When she was in 

seventh grade Sister Alice Marie at the 
Catholic School gave her piano lessons.  

She remembers how happy she was 
when her parents, Buck and Eleanor Simp-
son, bought a piano for $200 for their 
home. Fauneil says, “I was happy to be able 
to play and practice at home with a real 
piano.” 

It was in grade school, about fifth grade, 
that she began playing the clarinet under 
the direction of Barney Wolf, the music 
teacher at Timber Lake High School. She 
continued playing the clarinet during high 
school. 

Fauneil smiles as she remembers playing 
with the high school band. Mr. Wolf was 
the teacher during those years also. Fauneil 
says, “He was a good music teacher. Mr. 
Wolf took us many places to play as a band, 
including one time we went to Minneapo-
lis.” 

The band members rode the train and 
stayed in a motel. Fauneil says, “I remember 
that parade was seven hours long. We had 
wool uniforms with hats.  It was in the mid-
dle of the summer and it was hot.”  The 
band also traveled to Aberdeen to perform 

at Gypsy Days at Northern State College. 
Through high school she was part of the 

choir and band. She played her instrument 
in concerts and contests, practicing for 
hours and hours. Fauneil says, “ I never 
minded practicing.  I always enjoyed 
music.” 

Looking back, Fauneil comments that 
after she graduated in 1954 she went to 
school in Sioux Falls for business because 
she wanted to learn to be a stenographer. 
She laughs, saying, “I should have gone to 
school to teach music.” 

When she married Peter Keller in 1956, 
she married into a very musical family.  The 
Keller family had an orchestra.  

She comments, “I played at a lot of serv-
ices. I enjoyed it. To me, the services were 
all joyful. God was what the churches were 
about.”  She says, “It is an honor to play in 
church — you feel good doing it. It is good 
to contribute to a church service wherever 
you are. My playing made people happy. I 
always enjoy the music and melodies while 
I am playing.”   

Playing for the Catholic churches in 
Timber Lake, Trail City and Mobridge has 
been a regular activity for Fauneil since the 
late 1950s.  She recalls that before 1962 and 
the Vatican II changes, the people did not 
sing along with the music. When she 
played, it was only the music of the organ 
and the priest and choir singing in Latin. 
After Vatican II, the people joined in sing-
ing in English.  She comments, “That was a 
big change in music in the Catholic 
Church. It was also a change for me to play 
with the congregation ” 

Fauneil’s children, Bert, Suellen, Law-
rence, Marcie and Angela, played musical 
instruments and participated in band and 
choir throughout their school years.  

Sharing her lifetime love of music is a 
gift Fauneil has given freely throughout the 
years. She continues to share music as she 
plays the keyboard at Saturday evening 
services at Holy Cross Church, or on the 
piano bench of many community and 
church occasions. With her fingers poised 
above the keys ready to dance through ar-
rangements, she continues to fill the room 
with music for others to enjoy. 

 
 
 

Fauneil Keller sitting at a keyboard at Holy 
Cross Church, Timber Lake.

At 86, Fauneil Keller still knows her way around the keyboard
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a letter From our superintendent

aCademiC exCellenCe

Dear Friends of Catholic Education, 
I am happy to provide you with this 2021-22 Annual Report 

of the Rapid City Catholic School System. The RCCSS  
maintains a system of internal controls and an eternal audits 
over financial reporting to provide reasonable assurance that  
assets are safeguarded and transactions are executed in accor-
dance with school policy.   

Welcoming a young child as they first enter pre-school and 
14 years later witnessing the same young adult receive their 
STM diploma are remarkable gifts.  The life of an educator is a privilege — to  
accompany students as they experience the joys and challenges of learning.  It is a grave 
responsibility, which is accompanied by great joy when witnessing the accomplishments 
of these young people. 

To experience this in a Catholic school brings many more blessings.  Over the years, 
I have witnessed thousands of students as they worked to “Develop Personal and  
Academic Excellence in the Catholic Tradition.”  These students and their families have 
enriched my life, and for this I am so deeply grateful. 

Please know of my heartfelt gratitude for the opportunity to partner with so many 
families in Catholic education.  The blessings I have received are many and working for 
the Rapid City Catholic School System has been one of the greatest gifts of my life.  
May God continue to bless the RCCSS Board of Directors, administration, faculty and 
staff of the RCCSS as they continue to share their love of the Lord and guide our  
students and one another in their faith journey. 

Thank you for your support and desire to be part of our mission.  Our faculty, staff, 
and students have greatly benefitted from your generosity.  As we look to the future, 
there will be many needs and I ask that you continue to be supportive of the RCCSS. 

May God bless each and every one of you for your commitment to Catholic  
education in western South Dakota. 

Thanks be to God! 
Barb Honeycutt, RCCSS Superintendent 2006-2022

athletiC highlights From stm high sChool

Campus ministry

Boys Golf  
Region Champions 

BH CONFERENCE CHAMPION/ 
REGIONAL CHAMPION/ 

FIFTH PLACE STATE FINISHER: 
 Vincent Van Liere

Girls Competitive Dance - Black Hills Conference Champions 

Girls Competitive Cheer 
ALL STATE  

Charli Stamper, Leah Williams 

Sideline Cheer 
Spirit of Six Winners 

State Boys Basketball Tournament

Boys Soccer 
ALL STATE PLAYER 

Aaron Nelson, Tom Solano

Boys Basketball  
Black Hills Conference Champions  

SoDak 16 Winners  
State A Basketball  — 3rd place 

ALL STATE PLAYERS 
2nd Team — Cade Kandolin,  

Caleb Hollenbeck

Girls Basketball  
STATE A BASKETBALL  

CAMPIONS 
Black Hills Conference Champions  

All Conference: Reese Ross,  
Mairin Duffy, Jada Mollman,  

Gabby Robbins 
All-tournament Team:  

Reese Ross, Mairin Duffy

Football  
Black Hills Conference Champions 

(16th time in school history)    
ALL STATE PLAYER: Matt Larson 

ALL STATE HON. MENTION:  
Jed Sullivan

The RCCSS Campus Ministry office strives to provide the students, faculty, staff, 
and families an experience of Christ and his church. Campus ministry provides each 
student and staff member 
the opportunity for weekly 
Mass,  confessions, prayer, 
adoration, annual  retreat, 
and fellowship.  

 
3 Masses system-   •

             wide each week 
Over 70 hours of Eucharist Adoration prayed by the students, staff, and families •

             system-wide throughout the school year. 
6 all-school confession times offered system-wide throughout the school year  •
165 middle school students participated in the NET retreats •
180 high school students participated in class retreats put on by the Campus •

            Ministry Dept. and Lumen Christi Team.  
System-wide service project with Packing Hope •
Over 9100 hours of service done by our middle and high school students •
Four alumni in the Seminary: Robert Kinyon, 2014; Dillon Johnson, 2017;  •

             Max Vetch, 2017; Josiah Hanson, 2019 
Four RCCSS alumni ordained to the priesthood: Fr. Peter Kovarik, St. Martin  •

             Academy 1982; Fr. Patrick Grode, 2000; Fr. Nathan Sparks, 2003;  
             Fr. Adam Hofer 2004 

58 current bricks installed in our Brick Memorial Project•

REGENT SCHOLARS  
The Regents’ Scholar Diploma program was established as an academic letter that 

school districts use to recognize graduating high school seniors who have demonstrated 
academic excellence through the completion of coursework in the six content areas: 
Math, English, Sciences, Social Studies, Languages, and Fine Arts.

AP EXAM PERFECT 5 SCORE 
The Computer Science Principles AP exam is given in two parts: a 

multiple choice test and 12 hours to create an interactive app using  
specific high level programming code, including written narrative  
explaining the code and the goal of the app. It’s the first time in history 
that an STM student has achieved a Perfect 5 on an AP exam. There were 
only 196 Perfect 5 scores in the entire world for the 2022 AP exams. 

Emma Blomme 
John Cernicky 
Mairin Duffy 
Oona Evans 

Samuel Gibbon 
Danielle Godkin 
Madelynn Holzer 
Jordan McArthur 

Luke Ponto 
Alec Richards 

Kaitlyn Schmahl 
Kellen Weber

Fine arts 

All-State Band  
Keigan Ballard, Flute (2nd year) 

 

All-State Orchestra  
Maia Riker-Acevedo, Viola 

Lily Woodruff, Viola 
Middle School All-State Orchestra 

Leila Riker-Acevedo

All-State Choir  
Emily Barnes (4-year participant), 
 Caroline Aftanski, Emilia Morton,  
Alec Richards, Noah Schaefbauer,  
Evelina White, Asher Wilkening 

 
SD ACDA HS Honor Choir 

Noah Schaefbauer 
SD ACDA Junior Honor Choir 

Asher Wilkening

RCCSS Annual Report

Dhruv Goyal, 
Class of 2023
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Accounts Payable $       113,860 
Accrued Expenses $       520,367 
Deferred Revenue $       337,760 
Club Accounts $       148,140 
Notes Payable $    2,145,763 
 
Total Liabilities $    3,265,889 

 
 
Donor Restricted - Perpetual $    4,974,378 
Donor Restricted - Purpose $    2,491,369 
Unrestricted $    7,704,305  
Total Net Assets $  15,170,053 
 
Total Liabilities & Net Assets $  18,435,942 

The Rapid City Catholic School System has educated me to be a  
hard-working leader. I am always able to work with my teachers and  
administrators to organize service projects, fundraisers, and other school  
activities. The small school culture has allowed me to get to know people 
from all walks of life who attend my school. I have made friends that I hope 
to keep for the rest of my life. The classes enable me to reach my peak and 
find my full potential. Overall, RCCSS has allowed me to be a leader,  
student, and friend throughout my four years of high school and I know the 
foundation will benefit me for years to come.  

Since preschool, the people that make up the Rapid City Catholic School  
System have been my second family. I know that I belong here, especially 
when I’m running with my cross country and track teammates or performing 
with my fellow thespians or band members. My teachers and friends here at 
STM are my support system and have had an extremely positive impact on my 
life, especially in the tough moments that come with growing up. I have been 
encouraged to be a leader and strive academically, which has formed me into 
the confident person that I am today. I feel ready to walk into the real world 
and take the next step into college because of my education and experiences in 
RCCSS. 

2021-2022 financiaL statements

Cost Covered by Tuition

High School

Non-Catholic

Catholic

Middle School

Elementary

81%
65%

93%
69%

86%
61%

cost to educate a child

Please consider supporting the  
RCCSS 2022-23 Annual Fund. 

 Any gift, no matter the size, makes an impact. 

2021-2022 tuition assistance given: $822,978
Donor Directed Tuition Assistance $ 136,264 
Parish Support to Catholic Families $ 383,910 
Employee Tuition Discount $ 118,266 
Hardship Assistance $ 3,600 
Donor Established Grants $ 25,937 
SD Partners in Education Grants $ 155,000  
Total Tuition Assistance Provided: $ 822,978

revenue 
Tuition/Fees 47%     $ 4,380,279 
Financial Assistance -2%     $   -166,134 
Parish Support 4%     $    383,910 
Fundraising 14%     $ 1,500,070 
Grants 15%     $    978,645 
Investments 14%     $    791,622 
Other Revenue 0%     $      36,266 
Activities 4%     $    411,148 
Lunch 4%     $    530,915 
 
Total Revenue      $ 7,263,477

Salaries & Benefits 64%     $ 4,728,606 
Teaching Expenses 2%     $    171,785 
Technology 2%     $    306,828 
Office Administration 3%     $    195,334 
Facilities 9%     $    622,246 
Depreciation 7%     $    502,550 
Activities-School Funded 3%     $    186,145 
Activities 5%     $    401,638 
Lunch 5%     $    450,182 
 
Total Expenses      $ 7,565,314

expenses 

assets 
Cash & Equivalents $    1,534,905 
Investments $    6,561,758  
Accounts Receivables $    1,501,317 
Prepaid Expenses $         61,293 
Property & Equipment $    8,773,058 
Other Assets $           3,612 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Total Assets $  18,435,942

Liabilities

net assets

RCCSS Annual Report

Sophia Meyer,  
Class of 2023

I feel blessed to have been a part of the Rapid City Catholic School System for  
12 years. Throughout my time here, I have made immensely impactful  
relationships with students and faculty — especially through the humanities  
and fine arts departments. Not only have I been encouraged to test my own  
academic and extracurricular limits, but I have also learned that I have more  
potential than I ever thought before. There is no other school where I could be a 
singer, cheerleader, actor, NHS member, and honor student all in one. Before  
all this; however, a mission focused on service and leadership has led me to 
become the determined student that I am today. I am so incredibly proud to be 
a Cavalier.  

Noah Schaefbauer,  
Class of 2023

Abbigail Wagner, 
Class of 2023

What students are saying ...

thank you for your support
 .   Thank you for your past support and for taking the time to read the  
RCCSS 2021-22 Annual Report. We’ve had an increase in enrollment in the past 
year and, aside from not having enough substitutes, are experiencing the  
sustaining grace of our good God. 
    I’ve read that 56% of Americans couldn’t pay an unexpected $1,000 bill with 
their savings. Additionally, 66% are living paycheck to paycheck including  
33% of households earning $250,000 a year. Currently, RCCSS is paying about   
75% of what the state offers starting teachers. How do we teach good stewardship, provide a just 
wage, and support responsible attribution of resources? It’s a difficult situation and it is fraught 
with pitfalls. We pray in thanksgiving for your past support for the mission of our Catholic schools. 
    At the end of the day, the entire structure of our institution balances on three pillars. Tuition is set 
each year in a manner commensurate with just wage, facilities costs, and the rising costs of goods 
and services. The endowment creates windfall each year based on current market forces. If any of 
you have been watching your retirement/investment portfolio, it’s been a pretty scary time. Lastly, 
ongoing philanthropy, grant writing, and in-kind giving makes up for shortfalls.  
   To focus on the latter part, I’d like to comment on time, talent and treasure. Gratitude is a  
foundational virtue that informs our giving. Maybe you aren’t in a place to support our current  
financial state (beyond your current efforts), but there are many other in-kind gifts we receive that 
fill in for the dollars for which you find yourself scratching. A friend of mine recently took it upon 
himself to donate an electric piano they weren’t using. Another friend spent his Saturday arranging 
the use of materials and equipment with a construction company business owner friend. Between 
the two of them, they were able to limit access to some property that carried some liability for the 
schools. School board members and family members donate time and expertise to counsel our  
system on best practices and frequently fill in for sick staff when we can’t find substitutes. 
Whatever your gifts and however you are moved to support our efforts to build children who know, 
love, and serve the Lord – rest assured that our students, families, staff, and parishes are grateful 
for your help.  
     In Christ,  
    Robert Aberle, RCCSS Interim Superintendent
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BY BILLY CRITCHLEY-MENOR, SJ 
HOLY ROSARY MISSION, PINE RIDGE  

In his apostolic visit to Canada in July 
2022, Pope Francis implored forgiveness 
from the indigenous people of Canada for 
the Catholic Church’s harmful role in the 
colonization of their land. In his apology, 
he noted, “I trust and pray that Christians 
and civil society in this land may grow in 
the ability to accept and respect the iden-
tity and the experience of the Indigenous 
Peoples.”  

While the pope was referring to Ca-
nada, the realities of colonization are 
equally present in the United States and 
especially right here in our own Rapid 
City Diocese. To unpack some of these re-
alities and heed the Holy Father’s call, 
Red Cloud Indian School, The Diocesan 
Office for Native Ministries and the Dioc-
esan Social Justice Commission are host-
ing a workshop on Saturday, January 28 at 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center. “Truth and 
Racial Healing: Historical and Theological 
Perspectives on Catholicism and Indige-

nous Communities” will begin at 9 a.m. 
and conclude with Mass at 4 p.m. with a 
meal to follow. Anyone who is interested 
is welcome to attend free of charge. Regis-
tration will open at 8:30 a.m., and pre-
registration (see below) is greatly 
appreciated/required.    

The conference will focus on the his-
torical realities, 
and the theolog-
ical aspects of the 
relationship be-
tween Indigenous 
people and the 
Catholic Church. 
Maka Black Elk, executive director for 
Truth and Healing at Red Cloud Indian 
School and parishioner at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Pine Ridge will be presenting. 
Maka will be joined by Fr. Peter Bisson, 
SJ, and Rosella Kinoshameg of Canada. 
Father Bisson and Kinoshameg will pres-
ent talks on their experience of how the 
practice of reconciliation between indige-
nous people and the Jesuits has played out 

over a number of years in Canada.  
Maka Black Elk will also share insights 

into the process of “Truth and Healing” 
currently underway at Red Cloud and the 
challenges towards healing. Maka, a prac-
ticing Catholic himself, will also unpack 
the ways in which the church’s theology 
can help us understand this history and 

the ways we are 
called to respond 
to that history. 
He will also pres-
ent an historical 
perspective on 
the issues, high-

lighting especially the role of Indian 
boarding schools and the church’s role in 
those.  

Much of Pope Francis’s trip to Canada 
focused on the trauma inflicted on native 
peoples by the boarding schools. In his 
apology to native peoples in Rome in 
2022, Pope Francis said, “It is chilling to 
think of determined efforts to instill a 
sense of inferiority, to rob people of their 

cultural identity, to sever their roots, and 
to consider all the personal and social ef-
fects that this continues to entail: unre-
solved traumas that have become 
intergenerational traumas.” 

The boarding schools were an effort by 
the U.S. Government to establish control 
over native communities and assimilate 
them into white, primarily European, 
American culture. The Catholic Church 
and many religious orders, including the 
Jesuits, ran many of these institutions in 
cooperation with the government. This 
was the case for multiple Catholic board-
ing schools in South Dakota.  

Is an apology from Pope Francis 
enough to undo the damage of the past? 
Even the Holy Father has said that it isn’t. 
A longer process of reconciliation, of 
learning and engaging this history deeply 
is needed from many people in the church. 
We hope this conference will invite many 
people into this dialogue to learn, to en-
counter, and to heal. Free registration is 
available at www.rapidcitydiocese.org/sjc. 

Truth and Racial Healing Conference to be held Jan. 28

‘We hope this conference 
will invite many people into this 

dialogue to learn, to  
encounter, and to heal.’ 

The Black and Indian Mission Collection (BIMC) exists to 
help diocesan communities build the Church and preach 

the Gospel of Jesus among the African American, Native  
American, and Alaska Native people of God. Join us in our 
Mission to the Missions. 

SUPPORT THE BLACK AND INDIAN MISSION  
Special Collection  

March 4-5, 2023

www.blackandindianmission.org
Photo courtesy Sioux Spiritual Center, Howes
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Visit our website and fill out our 
online survey to tell us how we 
are doing and share your ideas 
on how to make the West River 
Catholic the best source for 
news and inspirational stories 
from around our diocese!

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/wrcsurvey
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Heritage Society Masses 

Masses are offered each month of the year for deceased 
and living foundation “planned giving” donors. Please  
consider becoming a member of the Catholic Heritage  

Society by making a deferred gift to the  
Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation,  

605-721-6843.

WSDCF makes new grant awards 
 

The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation board of directors met 
on Dec. 1, 2022, for the organization’s Annual Meeting. The board approved 
a recommendation from the Grants Committee and has awarded $970,000 
in new funding support for Fiscal Year 2024.  

Executive Director Paul Quin said, “It is truly an honor for this  
foundation to support key missions and special initiatives throughout the  
diocese.” The grant funds will be available in late July and August of  
2023. “This cycle we hosted three mandatory training sessions for grant  
applicants to attend in advance of submitting their request,” Quin said.  
“The foundation was seeking to support new initiatives or those poised  
to scale.” 

Among the grant recipients are: All Saints Parish in Eagle Butte; St. 
Mary Parish, Lemmon; Sioux Spiritual Center, Howes; St. Francis Fund, 
Diocese of Rapid City; Casa Maria Retirement Center, Piedmont; Priest 
Retirement and Aid Association, Diocese of Rapid City; Standing Rock  
Reservation Ministry; Diocesan Office of Vocations; St. Francis Mission, 
Rosebud Reservation; Black Hills State University Newman Center, Spear-
fish; Catechesis of the Good Shepherd of Western S.D.; Rapid City  
Catholic School System; Real Presence Radio, Rapid City; Presho  
Cemetery, Buffalo; Rapid City Catholic Social Services Mental Health  
Program; Rapid City Newman Center FOCUS; Hope for New Life Jail 
Ministry, Rapid City; St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City; and St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, Rapid City. 

 

Parish   City Month & Day Time Pastor 

Holy Cross   Timber Lake  Jan Tuesday 10 5:30 p.m.   Rev. Lane 

Bl. Sacrament    Bison   Feb Sunday 26  8 a.m. Rev. Sorensen 

St. Anthony   Buffalo Mar Sunday 19 11 a.m. Rev. Sorensen 

St. John      Ft. Pierre  Apr Thursday 6 7 a.m. Rev. Garry 

St. Bernard      McLaughlin   May Sunday 28 8 a.m. Rev Hoerter 

St. Joseph     Gregory Jun Sunday 22 10:30 a.m. Rev. Dillon 

St. Francis     Sturgis  Jul Sunday 22 8:30 a.m. Rev. Castor 

St. Isaac Jogues    Rapid City Aug Monday 14 12:10 p.m. Rev. Witt 

St. Ambrose   Deadwood Sep Sunday 3 8 a.m. Rev. Hausmann 

Mt. Carmel    Keystone  Oct Thursday 26 8 a.m. Rev. Horn 

St. Joseph   Spearfish Nov Sunday 6 10:30 a.m. Rev. Achbach 

Bl. Sacrament   Rapid City Dec Friday 8   7 a.m. Rev. Hoag 



West River Catholic  
Annual Voluntary  

Subscription Drive
Since the beginning in 1973, the 

West River Catholic has been sent to 
every registered 
household in the 
Diocese of Rapid 
City and we will 
continue to do so. 
However, to assist 
with production costs, each year a  
voluntary subscription drive is held. 
The suggested  donation is $27, but 
all gifts are welcome.  

For your convenience, if you wish 
to mail a donation, an envelope is  
included in the January 2023 print 
edition of the West River Catholic. 
Above, the newspaper and the  
inserted envelopes feature a QR 
code for easy donating. Or if If you 
wish to make your donation online, 
please go to: https://www.rapid 
citydiocese.org/wrc and it will take 
you to the donation page. 

With print production every other 
month, to keep news flowing on the 
diocesan website below is a QR code 
to receive news alerts posted weekly  
on the diocesan website. 

West River 
 Catholic  

weekly enews  
sign up.

MAILING LABEL

BY CHRISTINA CAPECCHI 
TWENTY SOMETHING  

I have loved photography for years. And 
I think I finally found my niche: snow pho-
tography. Every time it snows — which is 
frequent here in Minnesota — I grab my 
phone, slip into my boots and start snap-
ping. 

Some prefer their trees laced with pink 
apple blossoms or blazing with red maple 
leaves. Me? I’ll take an evergreen drooping 
with snow. 

A fresh snow renders the world new 
again, lifting a two-dimensional scene into 
3D, illuminating every branch on every tree. 
Had that underbrush been there all this 
time? Was the backyard always so dense 
and layered? 

Purple shadows stripe the white canvas 
like strokes of watercolor paint. 

Adding to the sense of mystery: the si-
lence. There is a lull after a snowfall — be-
fore the snowplow grinds in, before 
shovelers and shoppers venture out, before 
a single footprint breaks its smooth surface. 
The world stands still. And it is quiet. 

This is nature’s acoustics. It’s not our per-
ception, not simply a lack of traffic, the buzz 
of neighborhood activities brought to a halt. 
There’s scientific proof that a few inches of 
freshly fallen snow absorb absorbs sound. 
Everything sounds muted, padded. 

In our modern world, where it can be 
nearly impossible to turn off all the noise, 
this quiet feels like a gift from above. 

St. John of the Cross said, “God’s first 
language is silence. “This is how He first 
speaks to us — before the priest reaches the 
pulpit, before the tulips bloom, before the 
newborn cries.” 

But we cannot hear his voice if we don’t 
intentionally seek out silence. It takes dis-
cipline to shut off the channels. Not all the 
noise is negative. But taken together, it is 
definitely too much. 

If you want a fresh start in 2023, make 
space for silence. This is how life was in-

tended — before busyness became a badge 
of honor, before the advent of social media, 
named after the noise they make: Twitter, 
TikTok. Every second is filled with sound.    

When silence washes over us, we can 
open our minds and hearts. What am I 
afraid of ? What am I ignoring? What is 
God asking of me? 

These questions can be uncomfortable. 
Quiet time helps us grapple with them. 

I’ve recently taken up painting. I set up 
shop in our unfinished basement, spreading 
butcher paper across the ping pong table 
and playing the “Mamma Mia!” soundtrack. 

At first it energized me. Then I switched 
to instrumental music, which felt better. Fi-
nally I turned it off altogether, and that felt 
best of all. I could listen to the house the 
steady hum, water whooshing through it, 
the groans and creaks. At times, they were 
surprisingly loud. It almost felt like being 
in conversation with the house, learning it 
by listening. 

Maybe we avoid silence because stimu-
lation delays contemplation, because we 
fear emptiness. But silence is not empty or 
devoid. It contains layers of information  — 
often subtler and richer. 

I want these ordinary days to reflect my 
highest priorities. Setting side my hunger 
for external validation will help me get 
there. 

I’m planning to begin this new year by 
seeking quiet. I’m hoping it will help me 
connect to God and see the beauty in my 
midst. I want to operate with a sense of 
place: this groaning house, this patch of 
sunlight in the basement, that old oak at my 
side.   

Tomorrow we’re expecting seven inches 
of snow. I’ll be out there, tiptoeing under 
the canopy of white — breathing in, look-
ing up, listening for God’s first language. 

  
Christina Capecchi is a freelance writer 

from Inver Grove Heights, Minn. 
  

On snow and silence: learning to listen
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‘In our modern world, where it can be nearly  
impossible to turn off all the noise, this quiet  

feels like a gift from above.
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