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We will never be adequately prepared for 
the coming of the Savior unless and until 
we feel in our bones that there is something 
we need to be saved from. If we don’t re-
quire salvation, then Jesus devolves, very 
quickly, into one wise man among many, 
one more spiritual teacher in a long line of 
similar figures across space and time. The 
great and ancient Advent chant, “O come, 
O come, Emmanuel, / and ransom captive 
Israel, / that mourns in lonely exile here / 
until the Son of God appear,” catches this 
fundamental Christian truth. Until we feel 
like prisoners held for ransom, men and 
women condemned to hopeless exile, we 
will not sing those words with anything 
even approaching conviction. 

A passage from the sixty-third chapter 
of the prophet Isaiah provides a series of 
images that help us to articulate this sense 
of being in desperate need of salvation. 
“Why,” Isaiah laments, “do you let us wander, 
O Lord, from your ways?” The trope of the 
path is a common one in the Scriptures: 
there is a way that we are meant to walk in 
the spiritual order, and the vast majority of 
us tend to lose it. 

There is a feeling that now only people 
of a certain age remember, and that is the 
sensation of being well and truly lost. I limit 
this to older folks, because today’s hyper-
sophisticated GPS tools usually permit us 
to find our destinations with ease. But prior 
to those wonderful gadgets, when we relied 

on maps or, more frequently, on directions 
scribbled on a piece of paper, we much more 
readily got lost. When I was about seven-
teen and hence a very inexperienced driver, 
I was making my way through the streets of 
Chicago, looking for an expressway en-
trance. I managed to miss it, and in short 
order, as darkness was coming on, I realized, 
with a uniquely sinking sensation, that I 
didn’t really know where I was or where I 
was going. 

Dante’s Divine Comedy commences 
with these lines: “Midway on the journey of 
our life / I woke to find myself alone and 
lost in a dark wood / having wandered from 
the straight path.” Even if you have found 
great success in your profession, and even if 
you are relatively satisfied in your relation-
ships and your social standing, I would be 
willing to bet that, at the deepest level, you 
feel lost, and you don’t really know where 
you are going. As Dante intuited, this in-
sight often occurs when we are at midlife, 
but we all know the truth of it to varying 
degrees. As painful as it might be, move, 
this Advent, into that spiritual space. Feel 
what it’s like to be off the path, disoriented. 
Then, you will be able to cry out for the one 
who said, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life” ( Jn 14:6). 

A second lament from the prophet Isa-
iah is this: “Why do you ... harden our hearts 
so that we fear you not?” For the biblical au-
thors, the heart is the seat of emotion, 

thought, and action—the core of the per-
sonality. It is meant to be “soft” so that God 
might easily shape it according to his pur-
pose. The hardened heart is like brittle, dry 
clay, which cracks and shatters at the merest 
touch of the divine potter. When we are ob-
sessed by our own plans and projects, when 
we are preoccupied with the prerogatives of 
the ego, our hearts are hard. In his Letter to 
the Galatians, St. Paul utters this ecstatic 
cry: “It is no longer I who live but Christ who 
lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). This is the language 
of someone who has allowed his soft heart 
to be molded utterly by the Lord, who has 
exchanged the ego-drama for the theo-
drama. During Advent, we should inquire 
after the quality of our heart. How have we 
been resisting the manner in which God 
wants to shape us? Only those who know 
that they are hard-hearted truly long for the 
arrival of the Sacred Heart. 

A third and final Isaian complaint is this: 
“Behold, you are angry, and we are sinful; all 
of us have become like unclean people.” It is dif-
ficult to read any two pages of the Bible in 
succession, Old Testament or New, and not 
encounter a reference to the divine anger. It 
will simply not do to set this idea aside, as 
though it were an unfortunate holdover 
from a benighted time. But we must be 
careful not to emotionalize the reference so 

as to suggest that God flies, like a raging, 
dysfunctional father, into a fit of pique. I 
would suggest that the divine anger is a 
beautifully apt metaphor for God’s passion 
to set things right. When sin and injustice 
deface the beauty of God’s beloved crea-
tures and produce deep unhappiness in 
them, God cannot hold himself in. He 
rages, as it were, to rectify the situation. 
Therefore, this Advent, we all ought to 
identify those actions and attitudes in us 
that rouse God’s anger. I fully realize that 
the culture instructs us in a thousand ways 
to affirm our guiltlessness: “I’m okay, you’re 
okay.” But the Bible instructs us to admit to 
our “uncleanness.” Once again, this is not 
an exercise in psychologically debilitating 
self-reproach; it is a courageous willingness 
to offer our weakness to the divine physi-
cian. It is allowing the God of justice to set 
things right in us. Until we do this, we will 
never appreciate the one who said, “I have 
come to light a fire on the earth” (Lk 12:49), 
and who, in magnificently high dudgeon, 
turned over the tables in the temple. 

So lest Christmas become one more 
blandly secular holiday, let us all do some 
real Advent work: come to grips with how 
lost we are, how hardened our hearts have 
become, how we have stirred up God’s 
anger.

Jesse Tree tradition enters us into 
the divine story of salvation

See p. 7

Fr. Mark McCormick shares with us this 
Advent tradition of praying through  
salvation history. 

Hometown study groups help 
participants grow in faith

See p 8

Find out how others are participating in 
the National Eucharistic Revival in a  
fruitful way. 



As we move 
through the liturgies 
of November we no-
tice an emphasis on 
death, judgement, 
heaven and hell – the 
“Four Last Things.” 
Each year the church 
turns her attention 
to these realities as 
we approach the end 
of the liturgical year 
and the beginning of 
Advent. 

In the northern 
hemisphere we are experiencing the later 
days of fall and the beginning of winter, 
which corresponds nicely to the themes of 
the Liturgy. What we are experiencing in 
the natural world helps us reflect more 
deeply on the passing nature of the world 
and our earthly life. Our life here does not 
last forever, and it is good to meditate on 
the end of things so that we can be pre-
pared when that end arrives. 
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Bishop Peter 
M. Muhich 
Diocese of  
Rapid City 
Exemplum  
Dedi Vobis  

‘I have given you  
an example’

Bishop’s Calendar 
Tuesday, November 22— Saturday, December31 

(Subject to change without notice)

Exemplum Dedi Vobis

November 22, Tuesday 
3:45 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System 
Executive Committee, Chancery 
  
November 24-25, Thursday-Friday 
Chancery Closed for Thanksgiving 
  
November 29, Tuesday 
8:15 a.m. Diocesan Investment Committee 
Meeting, Chancery 
9 a.m. Diocesan Finance Council Meeting, 
Chancery 
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board 
Meeting, Rapid City 
  
December 1, Thursday 
11:30 a.m. Western South Dakota Catholic 
Foundation Annual Meeting, Chancery 
  
December 4, Sunday 
2 p.m. WSDCF 30th Anniversary Celebration, 
Terra Sancta, Rapid City 
  
December 6, Tuesday 
8:30 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass, Chancery 
  
December 8, Thursday,  
Feast of Immaculate Conception 
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders Meeting, 
Chancery 
5:30 p.m. Mass, Cathedral 
  
December 10, Saturday 
4 p.m. Healing Retreat Mass, Holy Cross 
Chapel, Terra Sancta 

  
December 12, Monday 
5:30 p.m. Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass/ 
Dinner, Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 
 
December 15, Thursday 
4-6 p.m. Public Open House, Chancery 
  
December 16, Friday 
11 a.m. Priest Retirement and Aid  
Association Board Meeting, Chancery 
1 p.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, 
Chancery 
5 p.m. Bishop's Christmas Dinner for Priests, 
Rapid City 
  
December 17, Saturday 
11 a.m. Bishop’s Open House for Deacon 
Couples, Chancery 
  
December 21, Wednesday 
1:30 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System 
Executive Committee, Chancery 
  
December 24, Saturday 
10 p.m. Christmas Mass at Night, Cathedral 
 
December 25, Sunday 
10 a.m. Christmas Mass, St. Margaret,  
Lakeside 
  
December 26-30 
Chancery Closed for Christmas Break 
  
December 31, Saturday 
5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of 
Mary Mother of God, Cathedral 

‘God gives us many opportunities’
We will all face death at some point 

unless the Lord returns to judge the living 
and the dead before we die. We are, after 
all, mortal beings. Life here will come to 
an end.  

The church in her wisdom reminds us 
of death on a regular basis, especially at 
this time of the liturgical year.  It is a gift 
to meditate on death so that we can pre-
pare for it. In our noisy distracted culture, 
the Liturgy turns our attention to the 
deeper things of the spiritual life so that 
we can regain our perspective and see real-
ity as it is, not as we would wish it to be. 
Our end does not have to frighten us, 
however, since Jesus Christ has suffered 
death for us and has risen from the dead. 
Death no longer has the last word. The 
Lord has opened up a way through death 
to new and everlasting life. 

At the time of our death, we will all be 
judged. This is known as our “particular 
judgement” to distinguish it from the 
“general judgement” when the Lord re-
turns at the end of time. 

When we die God will judge how we 
have lived. Have we loved God and our 
neighbor to the best of our ability, or have 
we lived selfishly? Have we allowed God 
to fully redeem us, or have we held some-
thing back? If we have given our whole 
lives to God, we will be ready to see him 
face to face and enter the life of heaven. If 
we have basically loved God but there are 
areas of our life that are unredeemed, we 
will undergo a final purification — what 
the church calls “purgatory.” Every soul in 
purgatory is headed to heaven but must be 
purified before entering the fullness of life. 

Hell is a terrible reality to contemplate 
but it is the logical destination for us if we 
consciously and willingly reject God and 

his love. We know from Scripture and the 
teaching of the church that Satan and the 
other rebellious angels with full knowl-
edge used their free will to oppose God. 
By their own choice they are now sepa-
rated from God. While God gives us 
many opportunities to turn from our sins 
it is possible for us to freely reject God. 
The result would be a definitive and ever-
lasting separation from God – hell. 

The liturgies of November and early 
December give us the opportunity to con-
template the “Four Last Things” so that 
we can awake from our spiritual slumber 
and prepare for the end of this world 
which is passing away and the arrival of 
the life to come, which will last forever.

Cor ad Cor Students Recognized 
Following Mass at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, September 18, Cor ad Cor small 
group prayer students received a certificate of completion from Bishop Peter Muhich 
along with a key chain with the words “Suscipe” on it. It is the first line of the prayer 
of St. Ignatius at the end of the spiritual exercise retreat.  
(Front row l-r) Mary Anne Koenig, Amber Mayhaffy, Sara Timpe, Peter Rausch, Alicia 
Weaver, Karen Gebes, Jeff Cook, Sarah Swantner, Gina Lemon, Mary Helen Olsen, 
and Angela Harms. (Back row l—r) Lyman Mayhaffy, Eric Timpe, Dave Raml, Tyler 
Weaver, Bishop Muhich, Josh Wosepka, John Wagner, Michelle Julian, and Rebecca 
Kirby. (WRC photo Jacques Daniel) 

Bishop Peter Muhich will host an open house for the 
public on Thursday, December 15, from 4-6 p.m. 

225 Main St., Rapid City.

Chancery Open House
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The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed 
to creating and maintaining the safest possible  
environment for our children and young people. To report 
allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact  
Assistance Coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure  
confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be  
contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has 
caller ID and messaging features. All information will be 
treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their 
right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities.  
   In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual 
misconduct involving children or young people by priests,  
deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of 
Rapid City will be investigated. 
   The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of 
conduct are posted on the diocesan website at  
www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children  
and Young People

Advent Group  
Reconciliation

Blessed Sacrament Church 
4500 Jackson Blvd.,  

Rapid City 
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe  

Bilingual Mass 
5:30 p.m. 

Monday, Dec. 12 
Children’s Procession 

5:15 p.m. 
Dinner to follow  

(Bringing a dessert is optional) 
Principal Celebrant  

Bishop Peter Muhich  
Priests who wish  

concelebrate please contact  
Fr. Mark Horn) 

Bonesteel, Immaculate Conception, Tuesday, 
Dec. 6 — 6:30 p.m. 
Colome, St. Isidore, Tuesday, Dec. 20 — 5 p.m.  
Custer, St. John, Mercy Night, Friday, Dec. 9 — 
6-8 p.m.  
Deadwood, St. Ambrose, Sunday, Dec. 18 — 
2pm. 
Ft. Pierre, St. John, Thursday, Dec. 15 —  
6:30 p.m.  
Gregory, St. Joseph, Thursday, Dec. 1 —  
6:30 p.m. 
Hill City, St. Rose, Mercy Night, Friday,  
December 2 — 7-9 p.m. 
Hot Springs, St. Anthony, Mercy Night, Tuesday, 
Dec. 13 — 6-8 p.m.  
Murdo, St. Martin, Wednesday, Dec. 21—  
6:30 p.m.  
Newell, St. Mary, Thursday, Dec. 22 — 6 p.m. 
Piedmont, Our Lady of the Black Hills,  
Dec. 5 — 6- 7:30 p.m.  
Presho, Christ the King, Monday, Dec. 5 —  
6 p.m.  
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament, Mercy Night, 
Thursday, Dec. 15 — 4-7pm.  
Rapid City, Cathedral, Mercy Night, Thursday, 
Dec. 1— 4-7 p.m.  
Rapid City, St. Isaac Jogues, Thursday, Dec. 15 
— 6 p.m.  
Rapid City, St. Therese, Mercy Night, Tuesday, 
Dec. 20 — 5-7 p.m.  
Sturgis, St. Francis, Sunday, Dec. 11 — 2 p.m.  
Wall, St. Patrick, Sunday, Dec. 18 — 4 p.m.  
White River, Sacred Heart, Tuesday, Dec. 13 — 
6:30 p.m. 
Winner, Immaculate Conception, Thursday 
Dec. 22 — 6:30 p.m. 
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BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
 

When former Bishop Charles J. Chaput 
was ordained for the Diocese of Rapid City 
in 1988, he came to a mission diocese – 
largely supported by outside organizations 
including Catholic Extension. After con-
sulting local people about who could help 
get the diocese on a firm financial founda-
tion, one name came up repeatedly – Ray 
Hillenbrand. 

With Hillenbrand’s help and the work 
of several others in 1992 they created the 
Western South Dakota Catholic Founda-
tion. In 1997 the organization moved to 
being broad-based and parishioners in the 
diocese were invited to participate with 
pledges and planned giving, becoming 
“New Founders of the Future.” 

In the year 2000, Hillenbrand, who was 
the president of the WSDCF at that time, 
said, “We are seeking funds in two ways. We 
have an overall goal of $4M … Beyond this, 
we have set a longer-term goal of raising an 
additional $16M.” 

He went on to explain that the Marist 
priests who served in the McLaughlin area 
had already left the diocese and the Con-
gregation of Sacred Heart Fathers and Je-
suit Priests may not be available indefinitely. 
These religious orders conduct a great deal 
of fundraising to support their ministries. 
As those groups have fewer priests to serve 
in our diocese, the diocese absorbs their 
ministries which need financial support. 

The foundation is a separate legal entity 
from the diocese. It uses conservative in-

vestment strategies to raise money. The in-
terest from investments is then used for 
grants to churches, Catholic organizations 
and the diocese. Hillenbrand pointed out in 
April 2000 that 65% of the diocese’s budget 
goes to seminarian education, priests’ retire-
ment, West River Catholic, and Catholic So-
cial Services. 

Hillenbrand continued in the 2000 
statement, “If I had to define what the heart 
of the foundation is all about, I would say 
— it is that we lay people face up to our re-
sponsibility to the future of our religion in 
western South Dakota.”  

According to the current Executive Di-
rector of WSDCF, Paul Quin, in the 30 
years since retired Archbishop Chaput and 
the late Ray Hillenbrand (who passed away 
in 2019) planted the seeds for the founda-
tion, it has awarded $22M in critical sup-
port.  

Quin said, “As we anticipate the Blessed 
Season of Advent, the WSDCF wishes to 
invite you to join in celebrating the 30th 
Anniversary of its founding on Sunday, De-
cember 4, at 2 p.m. in Holy Cross Chapel 
at Terra Sancta. Bishop Peter Muhich will 
concelebrate Mass along with foundation 
president Msgr. Michael Woster and the di-
ocesan clergy.” 

Following Mass, all are invited to attend 
a reception honoring the Foundation’s his-
toric leaders and the hundreds of benefac-
tors who have made lasting legacy and 
bequest gifts in support of seminarians, 
Catholic Social Services, Catholic educa-
tion, parish projects, as well as the retired 

clergy and Native American Ministry. 
“For three decades this Foundation has 

served as a resource to Catholic families 
who seek to remember Our Lord and his 
church in their estate plans,” said Bishop 

WSDCF donors become the ‘New Founders of the Future’
Muhich. “What a wonderful way to com-
mence the Season of Advent while honor-
ing the memory and kindness of so many 
generous Catholic families, neighbors, and 
organizations throughout our diocese.”  

The Chancery will be closed 
November 24-25 for  
Thanksgiving Break 

& 
December 26-30 for  

Christmas Break



WRC  5November  2022 Diocese/Parish

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
 

Friday, October 21, Catholic Social 
Services presented the Msgr. O’Connell 
Founder’s Award and three St. Benedict 
awards to people who served Rapid City 
during the June 9, 1972, Rapid City Flood. 
Executive Director of Catholic Social Serv-
ices, Jim Kinyon and CSS Board President 
Richard Rangel presented out the awards. 

This year marks the 50th anniversary of 
the night Canyon Lake Dam broke after 
hours of heavy rain. The ensuing wall of 
water killed 238 people. The Msgr. O’Con-
nell Founders Award went to Ozzie 
Osheim, a funeral director. He said he was 
blessed to know Msgr. O’Connell from 

CSS honors Rapid City Flood workers at annual gathering
when he was ordained in 1957 until his 
death in 2015. Osheim recalled, with grat-
itude, the 55 funeral directors from S.D. 
and the surrounding states who came to 
Rapid City and volunteered their time to 
help Rapid City funeral homes. 

The first Benedictine Award went to 
Deloris Catron, who with her late husband 
Dennis, ran Catron Funeral Home, later 
Osheim Catron Funeral Home. She is also 
a former CSS board president.  

“The best thing that our board ever did 
was to hire this man ( Jim Kinyon), he's al-
ready given us 30 years of his life and did a 
fantastic job of making Catholic Social 
Services what it is today,” she said. 

  

Chief Master Sergeant Keelan Rasmus-
son accepted the second Benedictine award 
on behalf of the Ellsworth Air Force men 
and women who were called to help in the 
wake of the flood. He noted some of the 
citizens who died in the flood were from 
the airbase. Air Force personnel helped 
clean up, maintain public safety and rebuild 
the city 

 Col. Martin R. Yost accepted the award 
for the 2,000 S. D. National Guard soldiers 

who were at Camp Rapid for training at 
that time. They were called to duty because 
of the flood. “The greatest achievement and 
honor they have is to serve our citizens. So, 
thank you for honoring them,” he said. 

 At the end of the evening, Kinyon ex-
plained his personal connection to the dis-
aster. He said, “My dad was in the Air Force 
at the time. He was immediately deployed 
from Ellsworth to assist with the recovery. 
He was in a big flat bottom boat going 
down the stream around the community 
helping rescue people from rooftops.” 

CSS Board President Richard Rangel 
and CSS Executive Director Jim Kinyon 
presented Ozzie Osheim with Msgr. 
O’Connell Founder’s Award on Oct. 21 in 
Rapid City.  
(WRC photo by Becky Berreth)



6  WRC November  2022News

BY WRC STAFF 
Since the early 1970s, the Jesuit priests 

were tasked with the formation of perma-
nent deacons for the Diocese of Rapid City. 
As documents from various Vatican con-
gregations and the USCCB were published, 
the program underwent changes. In 2005, 
the USCCB published the first edition of 
“The National Directory for the Formation, 
Ministry, and Life of Permanent Deacons 
in the United States of America,” com-
monly referred to as the National Directory. 
After the publication of this document, the 
Jesuits running the diaconate formation 
program, made additional changes. 

 In 2017, the Jesuits turned over the dia-
conate formation to the diocese. Bishop 
Robert Gruss appointed Father Brian 
Christensen, who was returning from an 
appointment at the North American Col-
lege in Rome, as the Director of Diaconate 
Formation. He is the pastor of  Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. 
Deacon Greg Sass, of Our Lady of the 
Black Hills, Piedmont, was hired as the As-
sistant Director of Diaconate Formation, 

New director of Diaconate Formation
along with other roles. Bishop Gruss di-
rected Father Christensen and Deacon Sass 
to build upon the strengths of the current 
formation program 
and facilitate a greater 
adherence to the 
norms established in 
the National Direc-
tory. 

 When a new class 
of candidates finished 
aspirancy, they were 
ready to begin the 
three-year candidacy 
portion of formation. 
Within a couple of 
months, the decision was made to utilize 
the diocese’s Veritatis Splendor Institute cat-
echist formation program as the basis of the 
diaconate formation, as many of the re-
quirements listed in the National Directory 
were already covered in VSI. On the VSI 
class weekends, the candidate couples at-
tended additional formation specific to the 
diaconate, which extends the formation 
weekends through Sunday afternoon. The 

first deacons formed under this revised for-
mation program were ordained in October 
2020. 

 In June 2022, the USCCB's second 
edition of “The National Directory for the 
Formation, Ministry, and Life of the Per-
manent Deacons in the United States of 
America” went into effect. It was at this 
time Father Christensen made a request to 
Bishop Peter Muhich. Father Christensen 
said, “with other duties and responsibilities 
pressing upon me, it is a good time to step 
down.”  The promulgation of the second 
edition of the National Directory, he con-
tinued, “will require a continued renewal of 
our formation program. I'm confident that 
Deacon Greg Sass and his formation team 
will continue to build upon the good work 
that we have begun.” 

 In August, Bishop Peter Muhich an-
nounced to the clergy Deacon Sass’s ap-
pointment as a Director of Diaconate 
Formation, in addition to his role as Direc-
tor of the Permanent Diaconate and Lay 
Ministry Formation. Deacon Sass said, 
“Father Brian's experience at NAC forming 

priests, was very beneficial in reviving the 
diocese’s diaconate formation program, as 
my background and experience information 
was limited to being formed as a deacon. I 
learned a lot about formation from him.” 

 He continued, “the first several years re-
quired a lot of collaboration between us, 
weekly meetings, laying out the three years 
of classes, ensuring we covered all the re-
quirements from the National Directory, 
developing lesson plans, finding instructors, 
and coordinating with the VSI staff. It was 
a lot of work.” 

 In the future, Deacon Sass will be rely-
ing more on the members of the Deacon 
Review Board to help with evaluating can-
didates for the permanent diaconate and 
also with updating the program based on 
the second edition of the National Direc-
tory and assisting with formation weekends. 
He said, “with the help of the board, deacon 
couples, and many others, the Permanent 
Diaconate Formation Program, will con-
tinue forming deacons to meet the needs of 
the diocese.” 

 
  
 

DCN. GREG SASS



Every Advent sea-
son, I look forward to 
the Jesse Tree devotion, 
which is one of my fa-
vorite Advent tradi-
tions. I am so grateful 
to Jacques and Annie 
Daniel and their family, 
who encouraged me to 
incorporate this devo-
tion into my Advent al-
most ten years ago. 
Since then, it has be-
come an important part 
of my Advent journey 
— preparing, ponder-

ing, and opening my heart for the coming 
of Christ at Christmas. 

The Jesse Tree is a beautiful and power-
ful tradition that can help us to fight against 
the commercialization of Christmas in our 
culture, which begins with Black Friday, the 
day after Thanksgiving, and runs hard all 
the way to Christmas Eve. The Jesse Tree 
devotion helps us to focus and center our 
lives, directing our hearts and minds to 
Christ’s second coming at the end of time, 
leading us to a joyful, prayerful, and restful 
celebration of the anniversary of our Lord’s 
birth at Christmas. 

It is so easy to be caught up in the hustle 
and bustle of the commercial spirit of 
Christmas that we seem to ignore the Ad-
vent season altogether. The Jesse Tree devo-
tion can become like a governor on a 
vehicle, which helps us to keep a more 
steady pace, slowing us down so that we are 
not frantically running from place to place, 
becoming exhausted and run down before 
Christmas arrives. 

You might think those are some big 
promises that I am making surrounding the 
Jesse Tree devotion. Think about it, for 25 
days leading up to Christmas, you take the 
time to gather around the Jesse Tree with 
your family to read and ponder the history 
of our salvation. The names, the great 
stories, and the wonderful symbols speak of 
our faith, culminating in the birth of Jesus, 
our Emmanuel, our Savior, and our Prince 
of Peace. The Jesse Tree devotion keeps us 
rooted in Advent as we pray Come, Lord 
Jesus! 

Eric and Suzan Sammons, in their book 
“The Jesse Tree: An Advent Devotion,” seek 
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to present “visually that important family 
history of our Savior — a family history 
that in Christ becomes the history of our 
salvation.” The Sammons go on to say, “the 
tradition of tracing Christ’s genealogy in 
this way dates from the medieval times —
an eleventh-century illuminated manuscript 
contains a depiction of the Jesse Tree, the 
twelfth-century Chartres Cathedral boasts 
a Jesse Tree stained-glass window.” The 
name for this visual depiction of Christ's 
heritage arises from the passage in Isaiah 
that proclaims 

“A shoot shall come out from the stump 
[root] of Jesse, 

 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,the 
spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the 
Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.” 
(Isaiah 11:1-3) 

  
The great gift of the Jesse Tree is that it 

immerses us in the word of God. We hear 
in Hebrews how the word of God is alive. 
“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
until it divides soul from spirit, joints from 
marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and in-
tentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12). As the days 
of Advent pass, the Jesse Tree devotion will 

help one to be immersed in the richness and 
beauty of God’s word, again hearing the in-
credible stories of our faith. Each day in 
Advent, one places an ornament with the 
symbol representing the story, highlighting 
the importance of that story in the history 
of our salvation. 

I introduced this beautiful Advent tradi-
tion of the Jesse Tree devotion to our stu-
dents at the Newman Center on the 
campus of the South Dakota School of 
Mines and Technology five years ago. The 
students enjoy taking turns in reading the 
history of our salvation in the scriptures and 

then placing an ornament with the symbol 
for the reading of the day on our Jesse Tree, 
retelling the story. It is an incredible experi-
ence to see the tree slowly begin to be filled 
with the symbols of our salvation. Creation 
with the globe of the world, the apple rep-
resenting Adam and Eve, Noah and the 
Ark, Moses and the tablets, Abraham and 
the stars, Jacob and the ladder. It helps the 
students to see their own life as a part of 
this great story of salvation.             

I am excited to use the Sammons’ book 
this year during Advent with our college 
students to help keep their minds and 
hearts focused on the true spirit of Christ-
mas, the coming of Christ, by reflecting on 
the history of our salvation in a visual way.

 

Jesse Tree tradition enters us into the divine story of salvation

Fr. Mark  
McCormick 

Director  
Office of 

Vocations 
MMcCormick 

@diorc.org 

Jesse Tree ornaments up close. (File photo)

Students at the Rapid City Newman Center gather around the chaplain, Fr. Mark McCormick, 
to decorate the Jesse Tree. (Courtesy photo)
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BY SHAWNA HANSON 
EUCHARIST REVIVAL COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Fr. Mike Schmitz, popular speaker and 
host of “The Bible in a Year” podcast, 
often says that he believes faith is shared 
one-person, on-family at a time. It is, he 
says, in the context of family and friend-
ship that people come to know and love 
God. This is very much in keeping with 
the thoughts and aspirations of the United 
States bishops as they invite us all into 
this time of Eucharistic Revival. The  
revival is intended to be a grassroots 
movement.  

As our Diocesan Point Person for the 
Revival, I have seen the National Eucha-
ristic Revival, as a movement, gaining a 
tremendous momentum across the coun-
try as different apostolates, Catholic  
organizations, publishers, and speakers 
catch the enthusiasm of the U.S. bishops 
to enkindle a greater love for Jesus and to 
renew the church. Because of their desire 
to participate and their enthusiasm, and 
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
they are beginning to come out with many 
suggestions for faithful people to use to 
deepen their own knowledge and prayer as 
well as resources they can pick up to share 
their faith with others. I have been collect-
ing and previewing many of these  

BY SHAWNA HANSON 
EUCHARIST REVIVAL COMMITTEE CHAIR 

The United States bishops have shared 
that the National Eucharistic Revival is a 
movement, not a program. What do they 
mean by this? One way in which a move-
ment differs from a program is that pro-
grams are things we purchase or receive. 
Someone else has taken the time to develop 
them for us. Movements, however, are typi-
cally a grassroots phenomenon. They spring 
up in the church because people, often in 
different places, are called by God to begin 
something new in the church. They listen as 
God calls and then choose to respond with 
action. This is the vision of the Revival.  

 Anne, a parishioner at Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart in Martin, is an example of 
someone who has responded to the Holy 
Spirit. She is a retired teacher and felt in-
spired to ask fellow teachers to join her for 

Grassroots revival: Eucharistic resources
resources, and I intend to share them with 
pastors, Director’s of Religious Education, 
and other leaders in our parishes, but first 
of all with you, a fellow parishioner. Be-
cause these resources are primarily for you! 
I’ve collected them for your own personal 
growth in knowledge and love of Jesus 
and for you to use to 
share your faith with 
friends, co-workers, 
and family 
members. I find the 
story “Hometown 
Study Groups” very 
inspiring. If you do, 
too, here is a sam-
pling of the many 
resources you might feel inspired to pick 
up, use for your own study and/or use to 
begin your own “hometown study.” 

Dr. Brant Pitre’s “Lectio: Eucharist,” 
used by the study group in Martin, is only 
one of many video studies available for 
free at:www.eucharisticrevival.org/learn-
resources. In addition to Dr. Pitre’s study, I 
would highlight, “The Rescue Project” fea-
turing Fr. John Riccardo. Packed with 
powerful stories and images, Father Ric-
cardo brings a renewed sense of wonder to 
the Gospel. Truly, you have never heard 
the story of what Jesus has done for us 
told like this!  

In addition to video presentations, the 
“Learn” tab at EucharisticRevival.org has 
audio talks by well-known Catholic 
speakers such as Dr. Scott Hahn, Fr. Mike 
Schmitz, Thomas Howard, and Dr. Ed-
ward Sri, with topics like “True Worship,” 
“What to do if your mind wanders at 

Mass,” “The Bib-
lical Roots of the 
Mass,” and 
others. 

Some 
members of St. 
John Church in 
Custer have a 
book club and 
they shared with 

me that they chose this year to focus their 
reading on the Eucharist. They had much 
to choose from. In fact, the number of 
books and articles available to us is as-
tounding and they range from the simple 
to the highly theological. For instance, 
Word on Fire Press is making available a 
book by Bishop Robert Barron on the Eu-
charist. I found a book by Fr. Jeremy Dris-
coll very helpful called “What Happens at 
Mass.”  I recommended it to a women’s 
study group at Blessed Sacrament Church 
in Rapid City and they, too, are enjoying 
it. Dynamic Catholic is offering a book by 

Mike Aquilina called “Understanding the 
Mass: 100 Questions and Answers” for 
free (just pay shipping). Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI has a beautiful theological 
reflection called, “The Spirit of the Lit-
urgy” and Pope Francis has recently re-
leased an apostolic letter on the Liturgy, 
Desiderio Desideravi (“I have earnestly de-
sired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer), just to name of few of the many 
things available. 

Want to spend time with Jesus in ado-
ration, but are unsure about what to do? 
“The Holy Hour: Meditations for Eucha-
ristic Adoration” by Word on Fire has 
some beautiful prayers and reflections. “21 
Ways to Worship” by Vinny Flynn is an 
easy-to-read and helpful guide to adora-
tion available for only $6 from Lighthouse 
Media.  These are just two of many helpful 
resources to assist anyone desiring to en-
counter Jesus in the silence of eucharistic 
adoration. 

If none of these catch your eye, or if 
you are curious about what else there 
might be out there, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me (shanson@diorc.org). I would 
love to visit with you. 

 

Hometown study groups helps participants grow in faith
an Advent study. So, she sent out an invita-
tion to her co-workers — both Catholic 
and non-Catholic. Many said “yes’”and they 
made the commitment to meet over Ad-
vent. Anne says, “Organizational details 
came together quickly making it evident 
that the Holy Spirit was actively involved 
in our endeavor even in the initial forma-
tion of our group.”   

“We viewed and discussed a series on 
Advent on Formed.org. We enjoyed it so 
much that after Christmas we decided to 
keep going, this time again using the 
Formed website and learning about the Eu-
charist with the series, ‘Lectio: Eucharist: 
Discovering the Mass in the Bible.’ 

 “Like with our Advent study, we viewed 
video sessions together and would periodi-
cally stop and discuss what we were hearing. 
We had a workbook to use, not only during 
our study time together, but it also included 

an extension of each lesson that could be 
done on our own. It has been amazing to 
realize and experience AHA!’ moments to-
gether as we learned about typology and the 
biblical roots of the Eucharist. The Mass is 
filled with so many examples, and now I 
understand so much more about our faith 
and traditions! Other participants have en-
joyed it as much as I have. They have shared 
with me: “I look forward to the fellowship 
time with our group. Dr. Pitre ... makes me 
curious to want to learn more.’ ‘I have en-
joyed gathering for the common purpose of 
deepening and enriching our faith.  I’ve 
learned so much!’ ‘It was so nice to be able 
to share how God is in our everyday lives 
and to form a better bond with Christian-
ity/God and other people as well.’ ‘I really 
enjoyed our Bible study group! It was nice 
to connect with my fellow coworkers in a 
new way. It was nice to hear how other 

people viewed things - people from both 
the same and different religions. I was 
blessed to be part of it.’” 

 Anne continues, “We haven’t finished 
the entire series yet and we all look forward 
to gathering together again this fall to con-
tinue!” In many ways, Anne’s experience re-
minds me of the story in the Gospel of the 
young man who offers his two fish and five 
loaves to feed the 5,000. Anne offered to 
the Lord what she has — her long standing 
friendships with many teachers, her knowl-
edge that there are many good programs for 
us to use in the church, her own desire to 
learn more, and a willingness to invite 
others to learn alongside her. The Lord is 
clearly blessing her effort. May we all be in-
spired by her example. What five loaves and 
two fish might you have to offer to your 
community? 
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Elderly religious need your help. Like those pictured, nearly 25,000 senior sisters, 
brothers, and religious order priests have devoted their live to prayer and ministry— 
educating the young, tending the sick, aiding the needy, and more. Yet years of serving 
for little or  no pay have left a profound shortage in retirement savings. Your support of 
the Retirement Fund for Religious helps furnish care, medicine, and other necessities. 
Please give generously. 

Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

Retirement Fund for Religious

Please give at your local parish. 
Special collection: 
December 10-11, 2022

To donate by mail: 
National Religious Retirement Office 
3211 4th Street NE 
Washington DC 20017-1194 
Make check payable to  
Retirement Fund for Religious.retiredreligious.org

Visit retiredreligious.org/2022 photos to meet the religious pictured. 
©2022 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC.  

All rights reserved. Photo: Jim Judkis

Commissioned Lay Ministers 
(Back row) Deacon Greg, Bishop Peter Muhich. (Front row) Phillip and Teresa Thompson;  
Maryann Kalytka; Lenorr and Matt Snyder; Tim and Val Minihan.

2022 Veritatis SpIendor Institute Basic Certified Catechists 
(Back row) Renae Kampa, Tyler Weaver, Bishop Peter, Brandy LeBeau, Lori Anderson, and 
Robin Bommersbach. (Front row) Maggie Brown, Kathy Cordes, Sylvie Larson, Alicia Weaver, 
Max Daniel, Joan Brost, and Terri Rosser.

Following Mass, September 18, at 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center, 
Rapid City, Bishop Peter Muhich 
recognized people who had  
completed their study courses. At 
right, those completing their  
Master’s Certification for Veritatis 
Splendor Institute included (l-r) 
Kelly Kjerstad, Natasha Combs, 
Bishop Muhich, Pamela Weaver, 
Mary Ann Koenig, and Roberta 
Bruhn (Photos by Jacques Daniel) 

Students Recognized
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Dr. Ross Johnson DDS, MSD 
 

www.orthodonticsblackhills.com 
2525 W Main St. Suite 206 

 Rapid City SD 57702

 
p: 605.663.4865 

info@orthodonticsblackhills.com

Traditional braces, clear aligners, 
TMJ, headaches, and migraine

Orthodontist

Televised Mass 
Visit our website 

WWW.RAPIDCITYDIOCESE.ORG/TELEVISED-MASS 
for a list of online Masses and resources for at home prayer and study

Listen to the homily on our website or on your favorite podcast player by  
searching Catholic Diocese of Rapid City! 

SATURDAY —  4 P.M. 
    NBC   21.1 
   ConnectCenter1   21.2 
SUNDAY —  7 A.M. 
    NBC   21.1 
SUNDAY —  10:30 A.M. 
   ConnectCenter1   21.2

DIOCESE OF  
SIOUX FALLS 
 
SATURDAY 
    3 p.m. MT/4 p.m. CT 
    YouTube 
SUNDAY 
   9 a.m. MT/10 a.m. CT 
   KELOLand TV (CBS)

ONLINE 
   nc1.tv/Mass 
   Twitter:  @Newscenter1 
   Facebook: KNBNNewscenter1 
     DioceseofRapidCity https://www.sfcatholic.org/tvmass/

Check with your parish for in-person Mass times
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Scan or Give Online At:  
www.RapidCityDiocese.org/ADA
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Make Your Pledge Online!
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In Your Prayers 

In Your Prayers is designed to help us re-
member the birthdays, ordination and death 
anniversaries of the priests and deacons 
who serve us. 

 
December 

Birthdays: Dec. 2, Dcn. Raul Daniel; Dec. 7, 
Fr. Ron Garry; Dec. 13, Fr. Kerry Prendiville; 
Dec. 17, Dcn. Tom Murphy; Dec. 27, Fr. Brian 
Lane; Dec. 28, Fr. Bryan Sorensen.  
Ordinations: Dec. 8, Dcn. Luis Usera; Dec. 
13, Fr. Edmund Yainao, SJ. 
Necrology: Dec. 1, 1958, Robert Dube; Dec. 
2, 1975, Robert Ready, OSB; Dec. 3, 2017, 
Dcn. LeRoy DeCory; Dec. 6, 2014, James Mi-
chalski, SJ; Dec. 7, 1925, Joseph Spange-
macher, SJ; Dec. 7, 1953, Vincent Christie; 
Dec. 7, 2002, Dcn. Lawrence Whiting; Dec. 
7, 2016, Thomas Tierney, SJ; Dec. 8, 1957, 
Matthew Connell, SJ; Dec. 9, 2002, James 
Becht; Dec. 12, 1936, Matthias Schmidt, SJ; 
Dec. 13, 1987, Bishop Harold J. Dimmerling; 
Dec. 14, 1955, John Groell; Dec. 17, 1989, 
Michael Roach; Dec. 18, 1967, Albert 
Grueter, SJ; Dec. 19, 1946, Francis Besen-
dorfer; Dec. 20, 1899, Joachim Huwylet, 
OSB; Dec. 20, 1946, Louis Gall, SJ; Dec. 20, 
2001, Richard Plante; Dec. 22, 1924, 
Charles Weisenhorn, SJ; Dec. 23, 1931, Flo-
rentine Digmann, SJ; Dec. 24, 1968, James 
Walsh; Dec. 24, 2000, William Philbin; Dec. 
24, 2014, Dcn. Eugene Heckathorne; Dec. 
28, 1948, James Creahen; Dec. 29, 1978, 
Ralph Muldoon; Dec. 30, 1980, Cornelius 
Meade; Dec. 31, 1922, John Jutz, SJ; Dec. 
31, 1936, James Sampon.  
 

January 
Birthdays: Jan. 3, Dcn. Earl ‘Joe” Witte; Jan. 
8, Dcn. William Dustman; Jan. 21, Fr. Tyler 
Dennis; Jan. 22, Fr. Riccardo Pennati; Jan. 
23, Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ. 
Ordinations: Jan. 3, 1984, Fr. Wm. Zandri 
Necrology: Jan. 2, 1973, James Weithman; 
Jan. 4, 1955, Edward Henault; Jan. 7, 1979, 
Dominic Padula; Jan. 12, 1961, Michael Con-
ley; Jan. 13, 1999, Bishop Lawrence Welsh; 
Jan. 14, 1964, John Connolly; Jan. 15, 2014, 
Raymond Deisch; Jan. 16, 1946, Raymond 
O’Hora; Jan. 16, 1978, Othmar Buerkler, 
OSB; Jan. 17, 2004, Collins Jordan; Jan. 21, 
1957, John Novak; Jan. 23, 1951, John 
O’Reilly; Jan. 25, 1990, James Donahoe; Jan. 
26, 1955, Edward McGonigal; Jan. 26, 1962 
Gerhard Stakemeir; Jan. 26, 1960, Walter 
Pascal; Jan. 30, 1998, William McKenney, 
SJ; Jan. 20, 2018, Dcn. Marlon Leneaugh; 
Jan. 31, 1959, Charles Virnig; Jan. 31, 2005, 
Dale Kutil. 

November 4, Bishop Peter  
Muhich instituted five men to 
the order of acolyte. It is a step 
toward being ordained a perma-
nent deacon. The deacon candi-
dates included Gary Ekroth,  
St. Joseph, Gregory; James 
Hulm, Holy Cross, Timber Lake;  
Timothy Minihan, St. Patrick, 
Lead; Matthew Snyder, St. Mi-
chael, Hermosa; and Philip 
Thomson, OLBH, Piedmont.  The 
men are in the deacon formation 
program under the direction of 
Dcn. Greg Sass. These men, with 
their wives, are in the final year 
of formation. If they are called to 
orders, they will be ordained 
after the canonical retreat 
scheduled for August 2023. 
(WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)

Rite of Institution to Acolyte
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Lefevre ordained to Maronite Monks 
(On the right) Abounas Raphael Jude Thaddeus Lefevre (formerly Justin Lefevre of Rapid 

City) and Daniel Thomas Harris were ordained to the priesthood of Jesus Christ for the Maronite 
Monks of Jesus, Mary and Joseph at the new Sacred Heart Monastery near Castle Rock, Wash., 
October 2. Eparch Bishop A. Elias Zaidan, MLM, of the Maronite Catholic Eparchy of Our Lady 
of Lebanon of Los Angeles conferred the priesthood by laying on of hands. Priests and abbots 
of several different Catholic ritual traditions — Romanian, Melkite, Ukrainian, Roman and Ma-
ronite — concelebrated both the consecration of the monastery on Saturday, October 1, and 
the ordinations. Abouna Raphael is the son of Don Lefevre and Susan Skeie of Rapid City. He 
was a member of Blessed Sacrament parish until his graduation from St. Thomas More High 
School, he was a member of The Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help before joining the 
Sacred Heart Monastery in 2016. He completed his monastic priestly formation as a professed 
member of the Maronite Monks of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. (Courtesy photo) 
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(Top row, l-r) Bishop Peter Muhich and St. Cecilia 
Laity award winner Toni Brumbaugh, Cathedral - 
Rapid City; St. Cecilia Clergy award winner Fr. Timo-
thy Castor, Sturgis; (Second row l-r) Peggy Langen-
feld Memorial award winner Terry Schroeder, St. 
Therese, Rapid City; Emerging Music Minister 
Adult award winner Ryan Hardy, Cathedral, Rapid 
City; and Emerging Music Minister Youth award 
winner Megan Snyder, Hermosa.

Focus on the Eucharist —  Lay Ministers fall retreat
The Rapid City Chapter of National 

Pastoral Musicians hosted their fall meeting 
and St. Cecilia banquet on October 8, at 
Our Lady of the Black Hills Church in 
Piedmont.  

After welcoming attendees to the meet-
ing, Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek began the day’s 
presentations with a discussion on the 
USCCB document “Music and the Procla-
mation of God’s Word.” Father Wyrostek 
noted that in liturgy, music is a powerful 
catalyst for the proclamation of the Word 
of God.  

Tammy Schnittgrund facilitated a Can-
tor Master Class. Several cantors from di-
ocesan parishes sang a prepared Psalm, then 
through coaching and demonstration, she 
helped them understand and utilize six 
focus areas to improve their cantor skill set.   

Following the luncheon, the business 
meeting and awards ceremony commenced. 
Bonnie Josten was re-elected to her 3rd 
two-year term as Chapter Co-Director, and 
she also elected to serve as Co-Program-
ming Coordinator. Carman Timmerman 
was elected as Secretary/Treasurer. Follow-

ing the awards, Bishop Peter Muhich com-
missioned the music ministers. Closing out 
the day was a panel discussion on recruiting 
and retain choir members.  

Diocesan musicians receive awards
October 7-9, the fall retreat for the Associ-

ation of Commissioned Lay Ministers retreat 
was held at Sioux Spiritual Center, Howes. It 
focused on the Year of the Eucharist. Father 
Brian Lane, Timber Lake, led with “Eucharist 
in Our Hearts.” Father Lane used the song 
lyrics from “Sanctuary” by Randy Lynn Scruggs 
/John W. Thompson. Reflecting on the words, 
he challenged the lay ministers to address 
their indifference to God’s grace and become 
a living billboard for Christ.   

Session two was led by Hugh Brechtel 
using Dr. Tim Gray’s “Biblical Foundations for 
the Eucharist” video. This session was for 
anyone who has struggled with explaining why 
Catholics believe in the “Real Presence” of 
Christ. 

Session three began with Deacon Bill 
White highlighting Nicholas Black Elk’s “Walk-
ing the Good Red Road” video and discussion. 
The video focused on the life of Nicholas Black 
Elk and the ongoing process that will hopefully 
lead to his canonization.  

In session four, Dr. Carole Brown, the 
center’s director, taught how to prepare for the 
celebration of the Eucharist by using an Igna-
tian pattern of meditating on the Scriptures.  

The last session of the retreat was pre-
sented by Jim Kinyon, the executive director of 

Catholic Social Services. He titled his talk, 
“Now, become what you have received.” He 
began by showing several images that had im-
pressed him over the years and laid the 
groundwork for his ministry through CSS. St. 
Augustine tells us “Behold what you are, be-
come what you receive.” He encouraged lay 
ministers to share the love and mercy of Christ 
with others by preaching beyond the walls of 
the church.  

Carole Brown (right) is the Sioux Spiritual  
Retreat Center Director. The Commissioned Lay 
Ministers met there for the fall retreat. (Courtesy 
photo)
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Al & Jeanne Decker 
St. Joseph, Spearfish 
September 23, 1972

Dennis & Lynnette Braun  
Cathedral, Rapid City 

August 18, 1972

Gary & Carmen Hansen 
Blessed Sacrament,  

Rapid City 
June 10, 1972

Gerald & Colleen Keller 
Holy Cross, Timber Lake 

November 25, 1972

Craig & Edwina Kertzman 
Blessed Sacrament,  

Rapid City 
September 2, 1972

Dave & Mary Larson 
St. Joseph, Spearfish 

October 27, 1972

Jan & Margaret Puszynski 
Blessed Sacrament, 

 Rapid City  
September 23, 1972

John & Jean Mattson 
Cathedral, Rapid City 

May 20, 1972

Roger & Renee Staab 
Blessed Sacrament, 

 Rapid City  
July 29, 1972

John & Susan Wagner 
Cathedral, Rapid City 

May 30, 1972

Michael & Susan Nemec 
St. William, Midland 

June 3, 1972

Larry & LaVonne Weich 
St. Joseph, Spearfish 

August 18, 1972

Reva Church Robbed 
Our Lady of the Prairie Church, Reva, sits at 
the junction of Highways 20 and 79. It’s a 
busy intersection for travelers heading to 
North Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming. Regu-
lar Masses are no longer held there, but the 
tiny church is left open for people wanting to 
stop and pray along their way.  According to Fr. 
Bryan Sorensen, pastor, sometime around Oc-
tober 23, the church was robbed of the taber-
nacle, statues, and other religious items. The 
theft was discovered on October 29 by a pa-
rishioner.   
The tabernacle was recovered from a ditch in 
North Dakota. The crime remains under inves-
tigation by the local sheriff’s department. 
(Above) Bishop Muhich visited the parish on 
Nov. 5 to reconsecrate the church.  
 (Courtesy photo) 
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Golden Anniversaries 
*Photos provided by parishioners and WRC 

1972-2022 
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Belle Fourche, St. Paul  
10/5/21 Bobby Roberts  
10/21/21 Gary Eixenberger  
11/9/21 James Courtney  
11/9/21 Earl Kumley (Redig)   
12/26/21 Kay Williams  
2/18/22 Joe Keil  
2/20/22 Martin Bonato  
(Spearfish)  
5/12/22 Harriett Schmidt  
(Rapid City)  
5/17/22 Michelle Hannah  
7/21/22 Louis Kessel (Nisland)  
8/18/22 Kathy Wainman  
 
Bonesteel, Immaculate  
Conception 
2/24/22 Phyllis Schonebaum                   
 
Bridger, Immaculate Conception 
2/1/22 Mildred Semon 
2/5/22 Zouie Lone Eagle 
8/25/22 Kelly Dupris 
 
 
Bullhead, St. Aloysius 
11/17/21 Beverly Eagleshield 
(McLaughlin) 
12/24/21 Norma Uzougbo  
(Lake Andes) 
1/25/22 William Brownotter, Jr. 
5/15/22 Wellington Buckley  
(Little Eagle) 
8/15/22 Royce Archambault  
(Bismarck, ND) 
 
Burke, Sacred Heart  
10/28/21 Janice Smith                          
 
Cherry Creek, St. Joseph 
3/31/22 Wicahpi Yamni Big Eagle 
(Ft. Thompson) 
8/25/22 Margaret Cruz  
(Clarksville, TN) 
 
Custer, St. John the Baptist 
11/25/21 Roger Whiting 
1/14/22 Hayley Kern (Ft. Pierre) 
6/21/22 Mary Burke Beachler 
7/17/22 William “Bill” Wakeland 
 
Deadwood, St. Ambrose 
10/8/21 Shirley Black Lauer  
1/9/22 Corwyn Roth 
6/20/22 Arthur “Art” Silvernail   
7/25/22 Hulda Rodgers  
8/4/22 Anton “Tony” Schwindt 

Draper, St. Anthony 
6/27/22 Linda Vevig 
 
Dupree, Sacred Heart 
12/8/21 Irene McGill (Latry) 
6/4/22 Bill McDaniel (Gilbert, AZ) 
 
Eagle Butte, All Saints  
10/27/21 LaMarr Avery 
10/27/21 Alvina Iron Hawk 
11/27/21 Sara Ganje 
12/3/21 Earl Defender 
1/26/22 Donald Defender 
3/30/22 Lyle Elk Nation  
3/30/22 Roland Roach 
4/17/22 Kathleen Talk  
4/28/22 Peggy Knife  
6/13/22 Donna Anderson 
7/26/22 Jeremy Fisher 
8/3/22 Jalen Wells 
 
Edgemont, St. James 
8/16/21 Steven Maxwell   
4/20/22 Joan McLaughlin   
8/16/22 Patricia Drelick-Schutt  
 
Fairfax, St. Anthony 
1/14/22 Eli Koenig                               
 
Faith, St. Joseph 
12/11/21 Doris Ulrich 
 
Fort Pierre, St. John 
10/6/21 Tony Wegner 
10/16/21 Joan Ramsey 
11/16/21 Terry Ludemann 
12/3/21 Wayde Wieczorek 
12/22/21 Everleigh Ludemann 
1/3/22 Robert Garrity 
1/8/22 Patricia Donelan 
1/31/22 Zay Norman 
2/17/22 Patrick Lowin 
3/24/22 Theresa Stulken 
6/18/22 Marie Sylva 
8/10/22 Johna Leidholt 
9/2/22 Melody Hackett 
9/8/22 Robert Calkins 
9/8/22 Jerry Suhn 
 
Gregory, St. Joseph  
10/23/21 Shirley Layh                               
1/11/22 Michael Gassen (Bellwood, 
NE)  
1/11/22 Dean McIntyre (Butte, MT) 
2/7/22 Marian "Jane" McIntyre 
(Butte, MT) 
 

Hermosa, St. Michael 
10/3/21 Darrell Harkin 
3/18/22 Rodger Bucholz 
Hot Springs, St. Anthony of Padua 
12/6/21 Raymond Ecoffey 
12/17/21 Mary Kay Breyer 
2/7/22 Patrick Weiss 
3/19/22 Rainee Garza (Emporia, 
KS) 
4/30/22 Violet Inman 
6/25/22 (Burial) Delores Niemann 
(Irving, TX)   
 
Isabel, St. Mary 
9/14/21 (Burial) Margaret Alley 
(Boise, ID) 
 
Kadoka, Our Lady of Victory 
10/19/21 (Burial) Otha “Buck”  
Carriao (Quartzite, AZ) 
 
Kenel, Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
1/4/22 Gary Walking Elk  
(Mobridge) 
1/6/22 Henry Rough Surface 
1/11/22 Corey Cadotte (Wakpala) 
2/22/22 Roberta Ramsey (Fort 
Yates, ND) 
3/4/22 Erika Howard (Mobridge) 
3/22/22 Tommy Baker 
4/15/22 Darren Defender 
4/19/22 Paula Ironshield-Crow 
Ghost (McLaughlin) 
5/21/22 Ernest Martinez 
7/17/22 Keaton Vermillion 
(McLaughlin) 
7/24/22 Judith Cadotte (Wakpala) 
9/8/22 Shelby Tea-Jayne Baker  
(Ft. Yates, ND) 
 
Kennebec, St. Michael 
7/21/22 Lorraine Borah   
 
Kyle, Our Lady Of Sorrows 
10/4/21 Delores Puckett 
10/19/21 Rex Herman 
11/10/21 Maria Whirlwind Horse 
11/26/21 Aloysius White Dress 
12/16/21 Tage Moran 
12/26/21 Emma Waters 
1/18/22 Louis Winters 
1/23/22 Marvin Bad Wound 
1/27/22 Edwin Brewer 
2/2/ 22 (Burial) Dcn. James “Heavy” 
Garnette (Rapid City) 
2/18/22 Wayne Randall 
2/28/22 Frank Red Bear 
3/14/22 Charles Reddy 
4/1/22 Karole White Feather 
5/5/22 John Hunter Jr.  
5/15/22 Jonathan Doyle 
5/22/22 Jada Cedarface 
6/14/22 Darren Red Bear 
7/2/22 Franklin Hunter 
7/5/22 Kimberly Big Boy 
8/10/22 Corey Old Horse 
8/16/22 John Bad Wound 

Lead, St. Patrick 
2/23/22 Rosemary Maher 
3/26/22  Roger Asheim  
2/9/22 Omer Sauvageau  
2/20/22 Justin “Thad” Fuller   
5/11/22 LeeAnn Sargent 
7/5/22 Cindy Schumache 
7/20/22 Thelma Sanito 
9/27/22 Dr. Pamela Lester   
 
Lemmon, St. Mary 
1/7/22 Richard Krausz 
6/4/22 Irene Scoular 
6/19/22 Kenneth Hess 
7/21/22 Iona Baumeister 
7/22/22 Edward Priest 
7/23/22 Nathan Bootz 
 
Lower Brule, St. Mary 
11/1/21 Marcia Surdez   
2/5/22 Robert Kennedy   
4/12/22 Amy Jandreau   
5/20/22 Dianne Michalek  
9/12/22 Jordan Gourneau  
 
Manderson, St. Agnes  
12/7/21 Dawn Cuny 
12/20/21 Cole Villareal 
1/5/22 Jamie Graham 
1/10/22 Celine Black Tail Deer 
1/24/22 Mary Chase Alone 
1/31/22 Warfield Richards 
2/13/22 David Desersa 
2/14/22 Wita Black Bear 
2/18/22 John Ladeaux 
5/2/22 April Morrison 
5/18/22 Verdell Red Cloud 
5/20/22 Janese Provost 
7/1/22 Cody Janis 
7/7/22 Shania Feather Earring 
8/20/22 Mary Sitting Bear 
8/23/22 Bluche Fire Thunder, Jr.  
8/30/22 Katherine Cottier 
 
Martin, Our Lady of the Scared 
Heart 
10/14/21 Gary Nelson 
12/17/21 Gerry Nelson 
2/2/22 Annabel Christensen 
2/20/22 Tayler Fuchs 
4/22/22 Sloan Fanning 
5/9/22 Bernice Muller 
8/15/22 James Fanning 
 
McIntosh, St. Bonaventure 
1/21/22 Sue Schneider 
1/21/22 Sandra Norton 
5/20/22 Pauline Draskovic 
 
McLaughlin, St. Bernard 
10/12/21 Anton Schneider 
5/26/22 Kyle Roubideaux 
8/19/22 Todd Geigle (Sioux City, IA) 
 

Born to Eternal Life 
These names are a list of family and friends we lost 

between October 1, 2021, and  
September 30, 2022. Names and dates were  

furnished by the parishes. 

Murdo, St. Martin 
12/8/21 June Guthrie (Rapid City) 
5/13/22 Alec Whitney 
New Underwood, St. John  
2/6/22 Margaret Olic 
5/15/22 William Meyer 
 
Oglala, Our Lady of the Sioux 
10/9/21 Dion Conquering Bear  
10/17/21 Stuart Dreaming Bear 
10/21/21 Harlan Dreaming Bear  
10/27/21 Stanley Blandman  
11/11/21 Roberta Star Comes Out 
11/20/21 Shelby Hunsh-Rouillardi 
11/23/21 Vivian Reed 
11/28/21 Troylynn Good Buffalo 
12/8/21 Harold Afraid of Hawk- 
Bettelyoun 
1/24/22 Rayleen Bickerstaff  
2/1/22 Oris Morrison 
2/8/22 Cheryl Long Soldier 
2/12/22 Timothy Little 
3/9/22 Justin Little 
3/13/22 Jennifer Warrior-Lovato 
4/7/22 Lorraine Little 
4/20/22 Sundae Eagle Louse 
4/20/22 Effie Adams 
4/23/22 Neil Linehan 
4/23/22 Ina Espinoza 
4/26/22 Fredrick Kindle 
5/29/22 Roylynn Chief Eagle 
6/11/22 David Martin 
6/25/22 Rekal Plenty Wounds 
7/4/22 Merril Good Voice Flute 
7/11/22 Marvin Brave Jr.  
7/13/22 Breslin Black Elk  
7/17/22 Maria Makes Him First  
7/19/22 David Meseth 
7/30/22 Michael Red Nest 
8/22/22 Theodore Eagle 
 
Piedmont, Our Lady of the  
Black Hills 
10/18/21 Harry Hirchert 
11/26/21 Morris Brosnan 
11/29/22 Linda Weishaar 
12/10/21 Janice Kosters 
1/24/22 Maynard Traversie 
2/11/22 Lester Weishaar 
2/12/22 Patricia Gusman Weber 
2/13/22 Florence Stewart 
4/1/22 Marek Kopec 
4/5/22 Wenzel Kovarik 
5/26/22 Lawrence "Greg" Sisneros 
5/29/22 Patricia Amburn 
6/23/22 Wayne Gamroth 
6/27/22 June Jolley  
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Pine Ridge, Sacred Heart 
10/31/21 Raymond Running Shield  
11/11/21 Benjamin Big Crow 
1/22/22 Iris Wilson 
1/23/22 Donald Clifford 
1/30/22 Nellie Buckman 
2/15/22 Ana Bad Milk 
2/22/22 Franklin “Cody” Janis 
3/22/22 Maxine Cliffford 
4/11/22 Lyle Dillon  
4/14/22 Rita Buckman 
4/15/22 Jade Stone 
4/27/22 Naveigha Red Cloud 
4/27/22 Lucille Bettelyoun 
5/27/22 Renee White Calf 
7/24/22 Robert Charging Crow 
8/1/22 Daniel Brewer 
8/4/22 Pamela Pourier 
 
Philip, Sacred Heart  
10/1/21 Doris Walters (Meeker, CO)  
11/7/21 Russell "Rusty" Baye  
11/17/21 Luetta "Lu" Roseth  
11/23/21 Angie (Daly) Blanusa  
(Seattle, WA)  
11/26/21 Janice "Jan" Carlbom 
(Interior ) 
11/29/21 Myrna Gottsleben  
1/11/22 Monica Weaver  
(Wanblee)  
1/19/22 Victoria "Vickie" Petersen  
3/19/22 Louise Miller  
3/28/22 Patricia Osburn (Rapid City)  
4/13/22 Gene Michael  
6/5/22 Barbara "Barb" Clements  
7/10/22 John Kuchenbecker  
(Rapid City)  
7/10/22 John "Buddy" Coyle  
9/24/22 Gloria French  
 
Porcupine, Christ the King  
10/17/21 Terry Hernandez 
10/27/21 Ruby Weston 
2/3/22 Myron Pourier, Jr.  
2/14/22 Ernest White  
2/26/22 David Moussea 
2/21/22 Curtis Pourier, Jr.  
5/1/22 Liberty Adams 
6/21/22 Steven Long, Sr.  
8/27/22 L’Tanya Starr-Harvey 
 
Presho, Christ the King 
10/28/21 Charlotte Mortenson 
1/6/22 Mike Cole (Rapid City) 
4/11/22 Marie Brodrecht 
4/23/22 LeRoy Krier (Rapid City) 
7/12/22 Verna Mae Young 
(Sun City, AZ) 
8/4/22 Yvonne Ehlers 
 
Promise, St. Catherine 
10/28/21 Janice Aberle, Mobridge 
 
Ridgeview, St. Joseph 
1/31/22 Judy Gray  
 
 

Rapid City,Blessed Sacrament  
10/7/21 Joyce Kirk (Littleton) 
10/10/21 Arlene Moll 
10/13/21 Katherine Bittoft 
10/15/21 Janece Rieman 
10/20/21 Timothy Gavle 
11/9/21 Alexander Carlson 
11/18 /21 Richard Carlson 
11/30/21 Mary Wilmes 
12/05/21 Leo Zweteig (Hot Springs) 
1/4/22 James Anderson 
1/6/22 Darlene McKee 
1/11/22 Helen Welsh 
1/15/22 Earl Green 
1/21/22 Martin DuCharme 
2/1/22 Catherine Curtin  
(Ft. Meade, Sturgis) 
2/7/22 Mary Piper 
2/19/22 LaVern Johnson 
3/10/22 Geraldine Moser 
3/27/22 Conor Murphy  
4/23/22 LeRoy Krier 
5/5/22 Kimberly Schmidt 
5/6/22 Catherine Schuster 
5/31/22 Kathryn Stverak 
5/29/22 Evelyn Straight 
6/16/22 Phillip Streeter 
6/18/22 LaVerne Stone 
6/17/22 Vincent Mahoney 
6/23/22 Gary Galyardt 
6/24/22 Barbara Hendrickson (San 
Antonio, TX) 
6/26/22 Jean Danielson 
6/28/22 Barbara Miller 
7/7/22 James Klancnik 
7/19/22 Angela Kopriva  
(Edgemont) 
7/23/22 Richard “Papa” Bobo 
7/22/22 Nina Whalin 
7/25/22 Edward Fitzgerald 
8/6/22 Jeffrey Stverak 
8/13/22 Roberta Ellis 
8/16/22 Eve Lake 
8/18/22 Georgiana McCormick 
9/5/22 Shirley Hunter 
9/5/22 Julie Schmitz Jensen 
9/13/22 Paul Lovell 
9/17/22 Gerladine Kilroy 
 
Rapid City, Cathedral 
10/23/21 Henry Soucy 
11/1/21 Albert Cuevas 
11/5/21 Mary Van Balen 
11/12/21 Richard Gowen  
11/14/21 Michael Petrotto 
11/18/21 Josiah Wallace Jr. 
11/30/21 George Martin 
12/10/21 Raymond Haverman 
12/12/21 Katharine Tsioulcas 
12/17/21 Margaret Spinar 
12/25/21 Mildred “Millie” Dressler 
1/12/22 Janet Arens 
1/13/22 Mildred Schurger 
2/23/22 Mary Ellen Bennett 
3/24/22 Magdalena “Maggie” 
Carroll 
4/25/22 Harry Munyan, Jr. 

4/25/22 Margaret Casey 
4/26/22 Edwina Zacher 
5/11/22 CynthiaThompson 
5/29/22 Evelyn “Ev” Straight 
6/1/22 Catherine Coley-Sullivan  
6/29/22 Angel Adams 
7/3/22 Marjorie Phillips  
(Alliance, NE) 
7/16/22 Keith Laframboise 
7/26/22 Robert Ganley  
9/27/22 Ellen Horan 
9/29/22 LaVerne “Vern” Eich 
 
Rapid City, St. Isaac Jogues 
11/13/21 John Primeau 
11/16/21 Natalie Cokaboya 
11/18/21 John Janis 
11/22/21 Patrick Lee 
11/24/21 Joseph Bad Bear-Goings  
12/5/21 Vincent “Jug” Mesteth 
12/7/21 Lawrence Seitz 
12/8/21 Harold Afraid of Hawk 
12/10/21 James Emery  
12/14/21 Richard Ward 
1/7/22 Patricia Jackson 
1/24/22 Fredrick Heathershaw, 
2/2/22 Dcn. James “Heavy”  
Garnet 
2/4/22 Ray Cuny, Sr. 
2/5/22 Charles Slider  
5/14/22 Maurice Ramos  
6/12/22 Feliciano “Felix” Castillo 
7/23/22 Terry Cuny  
7/31/22 Richard Hughes 
8/5/22 Owen Hawkins 
 
Rapid City, St. Therese 
10/20/21 Alma “Onie” Norman 
(New Underwood) 
11/1/21 Alice Cole 
11/4/21 Mrs. “T” Tomlin 
12/12/21 Lillian “Lil” Schwahn 
12/19/21 Dennis “Denny” Sloan 
12/19/21 James Swain (Cypress, 
TX) 
12/27/21 Matheus “Matt” Hersch 
1/16/22 Colette Kuhfeld 
1/18/22 John Seaberg 
2/28/22 Caryl Sola 
3/3/22 Martin Pena, Jr. 
3/6/22 Curtis Halverson 
3/7/22 Susan Rosseles 
4/15/22 Ronald Bradford 
5/9/22 Robert “Bob” Kirland  
(Jacksonville,FL) 
5/14/22 Rev. Michael Hight (Wall) 
5/16/22 Roseanne Mansfield 
6/5/22 Donna Taylor (Sturgis) 
6/15/22 David Gehman 
6/26/22 Michael Smith  
(Clearwater, FL) 
7/8/22 Donald Holliday 
7/16/22 Kenneth Grothe 
7/26/22 Nancy Jeppesen 
7/21/22 William “Bill” Hershly, Jr. 
8/24/22 Eugene “Gene” Ensor   
9/7/22 Patricia Hansen 

Red Scaffold, Sacred Heart 
10/2/21, Romanus Bear Stops 
11/20/21 Maggie Iron Hawk 
1/10/22 Maurice Hollow Horn,  
3/6/22 Arita Chasing Hawk 
5/11/22 Tho Chasing Hawk-Schad,  
7/1/22 Jeffrey Charging Cloud, 
(Rapid City) 
8/7/22 Falon Bear Stops (Denver, 
CO) 
 
St. Francis Mission Rosebud  
Reservation Churches:  
Manderson, St. Agnes;  
Rosebud, St. Bridge;  
St Francis, St. Charles;  
Mission, St. Thomas 
10/1/21 Lucille Castro-Barrera 
10/16/21 Edward Driving Hawk, Sr. 
10/30/21 Marlynda Small Bear 
11/1/21 Russell Bordeaux 
11/9/21 Stetson Marvin Bear Looks 
Back 
11/16/21 Taylor Moran 
11/20/21 Leonard Bordeaux, Sr. 
12/29/21 Dennis Spotted Tail, Jr. 
2/1/22 Daniel Menard 
4/20/22 Kathryn Blea 
5/11/22 Jean Misqueenie 
7/8/22 Anthony Hero 
7/26/22 Marvin Moran 
8/14/22 Dorothy Ferris 
8/27/22 Ronald Flood 
9/5/22 Edward Balcony 
9/8/22 Nickisha Last Horse 
9/20/22 Irene Clairmont 
 
 
Spearfish, St. Joseph 
10/10/21 Steve Waterman 
10/13/21 William Severns 
10/22/21 Elizabeth Matthews 
11/12/21 Iona Langer 
12/4/21 Waneta Kyte 
12/9/21 Bonnie Diebert 
12/18/21 Ardella Hunke 
1/26/22 Jack Collins 
2/9/22 Lon Krueger 
3/13/22 Clara Braun 
4/12/22 Bertha Feeley 
4/27/22 Cindi Himle 
4/30/22 Sherrie White 
7/8/22 Rose Tetrault  
7/30/22 Norman Himle 
8/22/22 Richard White 
9/10/22 Audrey Schaefer 
 
Sturgis, St Francis   
10/13/21 Robert Brechtel 
12/9/21 James Donohue 
12/19/21 Gwen Ehlers 
1/8/22 Thelma Bradley 
1/12/22 Jeanette Jackson 
2/28/22 Philip Bestgen 
3/7/22 Rita Piroutek 
4/11/22 Donna Mayer 

5/7/22 Ramon Grubl 
8/29/22 Justine Lewis 
8/29/22 Sheryl Frey 
 
Timber Lake, Holy Cross 
10/1/21 John Holzer  (Lemmon) 
10/28/21 Kelley Traversie  
(Bismarck, ND) 
1/22/22 Ivan Lind (Bismarck, ND) 
2/21/22 Jacob “Jack” Kraft (Selby) 
3/19/22 Thomas Ducheneaux  
(Bismarck, ND) 
9/20/22 Shawn Lamb 
 
White Horse, St. Therese 
10/8/21 Bernadine “Bunny” Thomp-
son 
12/25/21 Ivan LeCompte, 
4/7/22 Sondra Bird Necklace 
4/16/22 Dino Montreal  
(Mobridge) 
 
Wanblee, St. Ignatius  
10/5/21 Timothy Twiss 
1/27/22 Gerald Bush 
2/10/ 22 Timothy Zimiga 
5/30/ 22 Delores Comes Out  
Holy- Two Sticks  
 
Wall, St. Patrick 
10/21/21 Mabel Hammerstrom 
7/13/22 Edith Paulsen 
 
Watauga, St. Michael 
2/6/22 Margie Katus 
 
White River, Sacred Heart 
10/8/21 Charles Chamberlain 
10/17/21 John Wacek 
12/28/21 Kenneth Adrian 
5/10/22 Glen Janis 
 
Winner, Immaculate Conception 
10/22/22 Norma Storms 
10/25/22 Robert Anderson 
10/30/22 JoAnn Carpenter 
11/13/22 Kari DeMers 
11/27/22 Richard Adrian  
(North Vernon, IN) 
11/29/21 Lorraine Dohmen 
12/11/21 Michael Cahoy 
1/15/22 August “Gus” Massa 
1/21/22 Marian Schroeder 
1/20/22 Sylvania Earll 
2/17/22 Eugene Williams  
(Mission) 
3/21/22 Wayne Pauli (Sioux Falls) 
5/29/22 Michael Rohde 
7/24/22 Bernard Ross (Millboro) 
8/17/22 Louise DeMers  
9/2/22 Gladys Harder 
9/21/22 Gary Elder 
 
Wood, Our Lady of Good Counsel 
1/27/22 Dennis Lauritsen 
 
 

Diocesan Necrology
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Spiritual Motherhood — ‘It’s an honor to pray for our future priests’
BY BECKY BERRETH 

When Sara Vetch was approached by 
the members of the diocesan Spiritual 
Motherhood group, she never knew that 
there was a group out there specifically 
praying for the intentions of her son, semi-
narian Max Vetch, and helping her to pray 
for her child. “It was a comfort to me, to 
have them acknowledge and vocalize my 
desires to them and trust that other women 
with that mom’s heart were lifting him and 
his intentions,” she explained. “Being a 
mom of a seminarian, I covet those prayers 
for him and those men because it’s so im-
portant.” 

Spiritual Motherhood is described by 
the Office of Vocations as daily, intentional 
prayer for our priests, seminarians and dis-
cerners of our diocese, “in imitation of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, and her love for 
Christ the Eternal High Priest.” Each 
woman is assigned a number that corre-
sponds with their commitment to pray for 
a priest, seminarian, and/or a discerner. She 
can pick one, two, or all three to anony-
mously to offer up sufferings, prayer, and 
acts of reparation to lift those who are in re-
ligious life or to help discerners more clearly 
hear God’s call. It is open to all women in 
the diocese. 

Karen Gebes initially was shocked by 
the one year commitment to the group, but 
thought she could pray for a discerner. At 
that time her son Blase was discerning his 
vocation and if he wanted to enter the semi-
nary. “I saw this post on Facebook a few 
years ago and it's like, oh come to this re-
treat, it'll be great. I guess I didn’t read all 
that closely, because we got to the point 
where it asked if I wanted a priest, seminar-
ian, or discerner, I said to myself, ‘what did 
I get myself into?’ It’s not something that 
you go looking for.”  

“Knowing that other people have a heart 
for and pray for the seminarians — there is 
strength in numbers. That’s beautiful,” 
agreed Vetch.  

And she’s seen the prayers working in 
her son. “I’ve seen Max grow in so many 
ways. It’s exciting to see the evolution from 
when he graduated from St. Thomas More 

“Part of the commitment is sacrifice. I 
just ask the Lord, ‘what can I sacrifice today 
for our current seminarians.’ I’m not perfect 
at it, but it’s part of my spirituality and 
growth,” said Vetch. 

Gebes emphasized that there is no 
wrong or right way to be a spiritual mother.  
“You can’t do it wrong. When all you have 
time for is a Hail Mary, make it your best 
and God will multiply that,” she said. “It 
doesn't have to be overwhelming, and it 
doesn't have to be what someone else is 
doing. It can be you making a decision to 
commit to this and praying the way that 
God calls you to pray for that number you 
were assigned. This is what we were made 
for. To give of ourselves.” 

“It's an honor,” said Vetch. “It’s an honor 
to pray for our future priests. Without the 
priests there is no Eucharist. It’s an essential 
call. It’s very clear the importance, weight 
of it.” 

To learn more about Spiritual Mother-
hood, contact Tanya Cooper in the Office 
of Vocations, 605-343-3541 or tcooper@ 
diorc.org or visit www.Gods-call.org. 

Knights of Columbus OLPH Council #1489 
will serve turkey, ham, and all the trimmings  

Thursday, Nov. 24  
 St. Thomas More High Shool Commons 

300 Fairmont Blvd., Rapid City  
11a.m. - 1 p.m. 

Volunteers please report at 10:15 a.m.  
use the back entrance to the school 

Free Thanksgiving 
Dinner 

Everyone welcome

High School and then Immaculate Heart 
of Mary.  Making the leap to study in Rome 
when he’s a South Dakota boy was a big 
stretch for him, but he’s made those tran-
sitions beautifully.” 

Gebes feels that community prayer as 
well. “The idea that you are praying in com-
munity brings you strength because you, 
you're not doing it alone,” she explained. 
“That community aspect of spiritual moth-
erhood brings an added bonus that just 
praying by yourself doesn't. I pray for him 
as a mother, and knowing that the other 
spiritual mothers are there lets you know 
that you’re not alone, and it fortifies you. 

“I know I’m not the only one praying for 
Blase. I know that my son is being held up 
in prayer, on a daily basis from all points of 
the diocese. Knowing that my prayers are 
being united with other spiritual mothers, 
who have made it their mission to pray for 
these men every day is ... there are no 
words.” 

According to both women, there is no 
right or wrong way to participate when you 
sign up to be a spiritual mother.  
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BY BECKY BERRETH 
 

Wearing a white lab coat, dress shirt and 
tie, Isaiah Quasney explained to a fifth-
grade classroom at St. Elizabeth Seton, how 
St. Giuseppe Moscati, merged his profes-
sion and faith in God, to help those around 
him. 

Soraya Pekny, wearing a religious sister’s 
habit, taught the class about St. Mary Mac-
Killop, a woman who dedicated herself to 
God in the service of the poor.  

The two eighth graders from St. Thomas 
More Middle School participated in the 
yearly tradition of presenting saints to the 
elementary students. The morning starts 
with Mass where the entire eighth grade 
class attends, dressed as their chosen saint, 
and prays the Litany of Saints with the 
younger students. In groups of two and 
three, the eighth graders then follow the 
elementary students to their classrooms 
where they teach about the saints and pro-
vide an activity — coloring, singing, etc. — 
followed by a pep rally in the gym.  

In early October, each eighth grader is 
tasked with picking a saint to learn about. 
Quasney picked his from a board full of 
saints in his religion classroom. “I looked 
over there when Sister Maria told us to find 
a saint. I saw that one had a mustache, and 
these little circle glasses. He looked like one 
of the most interesting ones that were on 
the board. He seemed smart, like he really 
made a difference in the world,” he ex-
plained.  

“This project began many years ago 

when I first began teaching here 
33 years ago,” explained Principal 
Mary Helen Olsen. “I wanted the 
students to do more than just 
write a report about a saint.  By 
learning about the saint and giv-
ing the presentation in the first 
person, it greatly increased the 
chance that the students would 
remember the story.” 

Not knowing who the saint 
was, Quasney researched St. 
Giuseppe online and learned that 
he was a modern-day doctor, 
canonized in 1987. A physician, 
medical school professor, and 
pioneer in the field of biochem-
istry, Giuseppe Moscati (1880-
1927) took a holistic approach to 
treating his patients, treating not 
only the body, but the mind and 
soul as well. He treated poor patients free 
of charge and helped evacuate a nursing 
home in 1906 from Mount Vesuvius, treat-
ing patients in the 1911 cholera epidemic, 
and treating soldiers during World War I. 
He is attributed with several medical mi-
racles following his death, including curing 
a man of leukemia.  

“I liked that  he helped many people 
using his medical knowledge and had a 
good relationship with God,” explained 
Quasney. 

“I really wanted a saint that not many of 
the kids would know about,” said Pekny.  “I 
was looking in a book and then I just found 
St. Mary MacKillop, and I thought, ‘she’s 

really cool.’ 
“She started her religious life when she 

was really young, and she just knew that she 
wanted to be a sister. She didn't really have 
to think about it. She knew that she really 
wanted to help people and even though she 
was young, she still had a love for God.” 

MacKillop took a job as a governess at 
the age of 14 to provide for her family. After 
two years, she became a teacher, and in 1864 
started her own boarding school. Con-
cerned about the lack of Catholic education, 
a local priest encouraged Sister MacKillop 
and the sisters to open a school in another 
area. In 1866, the women began to wear 
black and went by the name Sisters of St. 

Joseph of the Sacred Heart. BY 1869, the 
Josephites were teaching in 21 schools ac-
ross Australia. She also opened a home for 
homeless women and an orphanage. She 
was beatified in 1995, and canonized in 
2010. 

Quasney and Pekney ended their pre-
sentations to the fifth graders with bingo 
and a coloring page before joining the pep 
rally in the gym.  

“When we were together in the same 
building, K-8, we had more of a relationship 
with the younger students,” said Olsen. 
“Now, this is our opportunity to interact 
with Seton students and have a very fun 
morning in the process.” 

A tradition of saints: ‘I wanted the students to do more than just write a report’

The St. Thomas More Middle School eighth grade class participated in special Mass at Terra Sancta, 
with the students from St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary School. The eighth graders wrote a report on a 
saint and dressed as that saint for Mass. During Mass, they lined up for a Litany of the Saints. 
 (WRC photo)
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Theology by the Slice 

Newman Center Vice-President and discussion moderator Kevin Baltzer visits with Bishop 
Peter Muhich during a break at “Theology by the Slice” at the South Dakota School of Mines 
and Technology, Rapid City. The November 5 question and answer session featured ques-
tions provided by the Newman Center students in attendance. Following the discussion, 
panel members sat with the students to answer any new questions or expand on previous 
answers. Watch for the Wednesday email to see how the panel answered some of the ques-
tions including “Are people in Hell content” and “How do you accompany someone back to 
the church?” Scan the QR code to be added to the email list! (WRC photo) 

BY BECKY BERRETH 
Parker Schlenker was a self-described 

agnostic, but when Andrew Noah, a 
FOCUS missionary, asked him to attend 
the SEEK conference in 2019, Schlenker 
said yes. “I didn't know it was a Catholic 
conference until I got the 
letters,” he said. “I didn't be-
lieve in God or anything.” 

SEEK a yearly Catholic 
conference put on by the 
Fellowship of Catholic Uni-
versity Students.  

According to FOCUS 
missionary Andrew Noah, 
“the idea of SEEK is to 
allow college students and 
adults to be able to gather in 
one place and come together 
to celebrate faith,” he ex-
plained. “It allows us to be 
able to grow in faith to-
gether, in community, and to celebrate the 
sacraments. There are opportunities to learn 
not only what the Catholic Church teaches, 
but why it teaches, which I think, especially 
for young people, is something that they've 
never experienced before.”  

“It’s a retreat, but on steroids,” added 
Sammy Galuppo, a FOCUS missionary 
serving at Black Hills State University, 
Spearfish. “It’s 15,000 other college stu-
dents that all seemed super cool and normal 
together and worshiping the Lord.”  

For Schlenker, the conference intro-
duced him to what a relationship with God 
He attended a breakout session about find-
ing the faith while being an atheist. “The 
speaker said when she met her husband and 
he said he believed in God — she was 
shocked because she thought he was a 
smart person. Then one night there were a 
lot of things happening and she was crying 
and praying. What she had asked for she re-
ceived, and it kept happening. I thought, 

‘well that’s cool.’ She had her moment. 
Maybe I need to open myself up to having 
a moment?” 

It was a men’s session where he learned 
what it was to open his heart to God. “It 
was a room full of dudes and the presenter 

was talking about how 
we have feelings too. 
As men, we’re always 
told to keep things in. 
At the end of the talk, 
a priest came out to 
pray over us. All the 
guys had their arms 
around each other, and 
we were praying for 
each other and there 
were just people crying 
everywhere, he ex-
plained. “The guy next 
to me, a jock guy, 
seemed like a tough 

dude, and he’s just bawling. During that 
moment I kind of felt a warmth to my heart 
and I was like, Lord, was that you?”  

At adoration the group was able to sit in 
front. Schlenker remembers asking Noah 
what was happening because it was the first 
time he had ever experienced it. “I think 
they said, ‘that's Jesus,’ or something and I 
just saw people crying and like looking at 
this piece of bread, but I just started praying 
for everybody in my family. It only felt like 
10 minutes even though it was like an hour 
or so and when it was over, I was like, 
‘whoa.’ That was my conversion.” 

“I'm looking forward to going back to 
the conference in person,” said Galuppo. “I 
want to be able to walk with the women 
who are now in the place that I was as a 
freshman and see the transformation that 
happens in their hearts in the five days of 
the conference.” 

Once the students arrive back on cam-
pus, “is one of things I love most about 

being a missionary — accompanying the 
students,” said Noah.  

“It was really weird because like when I 
came back, I was just sharing my story with 
people, and I did not understand why ev-
eryone was freaking out. It's just my life but 
like looking back, my story brings people to 
the Lord. I mean, that's cool.” 

“It's the power of testimony,” added. 
Noah. “You can argue apologetics with 
people all day long but there's something 
about you, sharing your specific story, that 
you can't refute.” 

It was the support that kept Schlenker 
involved until he was welcomed into the 
church on May 3, 2020. 

The conference is also open to adults 
looking to bring back enthusiasm for the 
faith to the parish. “There is a student track 
and a life-long mission track,” explained 
Noah. “We get several thousand adults that 
come to the conference every year. The talks 
are more focused on bringing back the con-
ference to the parish level. Everyone in the 
diocese is welcome to come and to attend. 
I encourage everybody to go. This isn't just 
for and just for students.” 

The next conference is January 2-6, 
2023, in St. Louis, Mo. Visit seek.focus.org 
to learn more about this year’s conference 
or to register. 

Parker Schlenker poses for a photo 
with Msgr Michael Woster after 
joining the Catholic Church in 
2020. (WRC file photo)

SEEK Conference – ‘a retreat, but on steroids’ 
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