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Newly ordained, the young priest, Fr. 

Manuel, was sent to preach a mission in the 
small town of Palomares del Rio full of the 
dreams “of having a church full of souls 
eager to listen to his sermons, of people fer-
vently praying the rosary with him each day, 
and of organizing a beautiful procession in 
the streets.” Like all of us who set out on an 
adventure at the dawn of a new vocation, Fr. 
Manuel’s mind and heart were full of en-
thusiasm and promise, and any potential 
difficulties or challenges were far from his 
mind, but his dreams were shattered almost 
immediately. When he arrived at the parish 
church, there was no one to greet him. The 
church itself was in a serious state of disre-
pair.  Inside, it was very dirty, full of cob-
webs and dust.  The altar clothes were worn, 
burnt and uncared for, and he soon learned 
that few came to church except for funerals, 
marriages, and baptisms. There was little 
sense of community.  

Full of sadness and disappointment, and 
probably some fear, he considered leaving 
immediately. Instead, he chose to kneel in 
front of the tabernacle. As he gazed at the 

tabernacle, he felt someone looking back at 
him “in desperate need of a friend.” In his 
words: 

“My faith was looking at Jesus through 
the door of that tabernacle, so silent, so pa-
tient, so good, gazing right back at me ... his 
gaze was telling me much and asking me 
for more. It was a gaze in which all the sad-
ness of the Gospels was reflected; the sad-
ness of ‘no room in the inn’; the sadness of 
those words, ‘Do you also want to leave 
me?’; the sadness of poor Lazarus begging 
for crumbs from the rich man’s table; the 
sadness of the betrayal of Judas, the denial 
of Peter, of the soldier’s slap, of the spittle 
of the Praetorium, and the abandonment of 
all. 

“On that afternoon, in that moment in 
which I was before the tabernacle, I saw 
that my priesthood would consist of a work 
of which I had never before dreamt. All my 
illusions about the kind of priest I would be 
vanished. I found myself to be a priest in a 
town that didn’t love Jesus, and I would 
have to love him in the name of everybody 
in that town. I would dedicate my priest-
hood to taking care of Jesus in the needs of 
his life in the tabernacle: to feed him with 
my love, to keep him warm with my pres-

ence, to entertain him with my conversa-
tions, to defend him against abandonment 
and ingratitude, to give relief to his Heart 
with my holy sacrifices, to serve him with 
my feet by taking him wherever he is de-
sired, and with my hands by giving alms in 
his name, even to those who do not love 
him, and with my mouth by speaking of 
him and consoling others in his name, and 
by crying out to those who do not want to 
hear him, until finally they would listen and 
begin to follow him. This would be a beau-
tiful priesthood! 

Very often I hear questions coming from 
wounded priestly and apostolic hearts. 
These questions are as follows: What can be 
done to turn those who are Christians 
merely in name into real Christians? How 
can we make them live their Christian faith 
and morals? What can be done to make 
them come back to a holy and fruitful 
Christian austerity? In a word, how can we 
convert this world which after twenty cen-
turies of Christianity is obstinately going 
back to the most corrupt and degrading pa-
ganism? The answer to these heartfelt ques-
tions can be found in one word: Go to the 
tabernacle! Priests, go to the tabernacle! Let 
us draw power from the tabernacle! Nobody 

goes to the Father except through his Son, 
Jesus.” 

As St. John Paul noted at his beatifica-
tion, this “experience before a deserted tab-
ernacle was to mark his whole life, and from 
that moment he dedicated himself to 
spreading devotion to the Eucharist, pro-
claiming the words he subsequently chose 
as his epitaph: ‘Here is Jesus! He is here! Do 
not abandon Him!’” 

St. Manuel spent 11 years as a parish 
priest before being appointed Auxiliary 
Bishop of Malaga. In 1935, he was ap-
pointed Bishop of Palencia. “His life was 
that of a pastor who was completely dedi-
cated to his ministry, he used all the means 
at its disposal, the preaching, the publica-
tion of writings, the promotion of institu-
tions for the development of Christian life 
and especially the testimony of an exem-
plary life” (St. John Paul II). St. Manuel 
died in 1940 after a brief illness.  He was 
beatified in 2001 and declared a saint by 
Pope Francis in 2016. St. Manuel is a pa-
tron saint of the National Eucharistic Re-
vival (https://www.eucharisticrevival.org) 
and his life embodies its goals. 

St. Manuel, pray for us. 
(See Relic Tour, p. 2 .)

HERE IS JESUS! HE IS HERE!



As we leave be-
hind the hot summer 
months and enter the 
fall season, we natu-
rally shift gears as 
families and individ-
uals. The school year 
and all its activities 
have begun.   

I remember as I 
was growing up being 
a little sad as summer 
was coming to an 
end. But I also re-
member settling into 

the school year and how much I enjoyed re-
connecting with friends I hadn’t seen over 
the summer.  

Another one of my memories of this 
time of year is the challenge and excitement 
of the classroom. Once I was back in 
school, I always enjoyed learning about new 
things. There is such a richness to the world 
and all its wonders. There is so much to 
learn about the universe, history, science, 
languages, literature, art and so many other 
areas of knowledge.  

 
Over the years our culture has changed 

in significant ways as it has become much 
more secular. Many of the things we value 
have been redefined and attitudes have 
shifted. As new and conflicting ideas com-
pete for our attention, some basic confu-
sions have taken hold. One of these 
confusions is that objective truth does not 
really exist. Reality is increasingly seen as 
fragmented and even random.    

One of the great truths that gets lost in 
our secular way of life is that the universe 
is intelligible. In other words, there is an 
order to the universe. If this were not so, 
science would not be possible, physics 
would not be possible, architecture and en-
gineering would not be possible, the prac-
tice of medicine would not be possible, and 
the list goes on and on.  

There is an intelligibility to reality and 
to human existence because of the Creator.  
When God made the heavens and the 
earth — all things visible and invisible — 
he did so through his Son, the Word. The 
Word (in Greek, Logos) is the ordering 
principle through whom all things came 
into being. Because of this ordering princi-
ple, reality is intelligible. The physical uni-
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an example’

Bishop’s Calendar 
Thursday, September 21— Sunday, October 16 

(Subject to change without notice)

verse can be measured and observed by sci-
entific inquiry.   

The spiritual world is no less ordered, but 
our ability to penetrate it on our own is 
more limited. However, because God, in his 
great love for us, has chosen to reveal him-
self to us, there is much that we do know 
and can reflect on. We know, for example, 
that the Word through whom all things 
were made became incarnate of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and lived among us. He spoke 
to us of the meaning of human existence. 
He showed us the Father’s love and taught 
us to repent of our sins. He went to the 
cross to defeat sin and death for us.  

He rose from the dead and spoke of the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ is 
the key to creation and the key to human 
existence. As we begin another school 
year,we rejoice that we can unlock the se-
crets of the universe through our study of 
science, mathematics, literature, the arts, 
and other disciplines. We also rejoice that 
the Word became flesh and rescued us from 
the misery of sin and death in his saving 
sacrifice on the cross and his glorious res-
urrection!   

Do not let our now secular culture con-
fuse you about this basic truth. There is an 
order to creation and redemption, and the 
key to both is a person, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

+Bishop Peter  

There is an order to the universe

Bishop Peter Muhich is shown in the center with the group of U.S. Bishops at the New Bishop 
Orientation in Rome Sept 1-8. While there, they attended the Beatification of Blessed John 
Paul I by Pope Francis on Sept. 4. Pope John Paul I was pontiff for 33 days in 1978. (Courtesy 
photo) Also see p. 6. 

September 21, Wednesday 
1:30 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School  
System Executive Committee, Chancery 
  
September 22, Thursday 
10 a.m. College of Consultors Meeting, 
Chancery  
  
September 23, Friday 
11:30 a.m. Mass and Presentation for the 
Covenant School of Spiritual Direction,  
Sioux Spiritual Center 
  
September 25, Sunday 
10 a.m. CT Pre Confirmation Meeting 
11 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass,  
Christ the King, Presho 
  
September 29, Thursday 
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders  
Meeting, Chancery  
5:30 p.m. Mass, Feast of St Michael and the 
Dedication Anniversary of the new church, 
St. Michael, Hermosa 
  
September 30, Friday 
7 p.m. SD Right to Life Convention  
Opening Prayer, First Assembly of God, 
Rapid City 
  
October 1, Saturday 
4 p.m. CT Centennial Celebration, 
 St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis 
  
October 4, Tuesday  
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board 
Meeting, Rapid City 
 
 

October 5, Wednesday  
5:15 p.m. Dinner, visit Cathedral Faith For-
mation Classes 
 
October 6-7, Thursday-Friday 
Bishop’s Pheasant Hunt for Seminarian 
Fund, Dallas, SD 
  
October 8, Saturday 
12:15 p.m. St. Cecilia Banquet, Awards 
 and Commissioning of Music Ministers, Our 
Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont 
  
October 9, Sunday 
11 a.m. Mass, Native American Day  
Celebration, St Isaac Jogues, Rapid City 
3 p.m. Youth Rally Mass, Terra Sancta 
 
October 10, Monday 
Chancery closed for Native American Day 
  
October 10-14, Monday-Friday 
Priest Retreat, Terra Sancta  
 
October 13, Thursday 
8:30 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass, Chancery 
  
October 14, Friday 
11:15 Mass with Priests on Retreat 
12:30 p.m. Priest Retirement and Aid  
Association/Pension Board Meeting,  
Terra Sancta 
2 p.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting Terra 
Sancta  
  
October 16, Sunday 
4 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting 
5 p.m. Confirmation Mass,  
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 

Exemplum Dedi Vobis

Relic tour will reach all 
 corners of the diocese 

  
The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops has received relics of 
St. Manuel an Bl. Carlos Acutis (see July 
WRC) and have made them available to 
the Diocese of Rapid City during the  
National Eucharistic Revival. Please 
look for details about place and specific 
time of day in your bulletins, on our 
website rapidcityrdiocese.org/revival 
and on social media in the coming 
weeks. 
October 27 - Deanery 4 (SE corner of 
the diocese) 
October 28 - Deanery 3 (Central Plains) 
October 29 - Deanery 5 (Northern part 
of our diocese) 
October 31 - Deanery 2 (Northern Hills) 
November 1 - Deanery 1 (Rapid City) 
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WEST RIVER CATHOLIC

Women’s Weekend | Oct. 27-30, 2022
Men’s Weekend | Nov. 10-13, 2022

Terra Sancta Retreat CenterWest River Cursillo

The Cursillo Weekend
“Grow in Your Catholic Faith”

Upcoming Weekends

For more information contact: 
Kathy Ackerman at 406-939-2686,  

605-574-9571 or email 
dchealthycomm@yahoo.com

Visit NEW Website
www.westrivercursillo.org

Sr. Therese Marie Furois, OSB, celebrated her 70th jubilee of 
monastic profession on August 15. She grew up in St. Onge and 
was professed at St. Martin’s when it was in Sturgis, in 1952. 
For more than 40 years she was involved in the health care  
ministry as a nurse, teacher, and chaplain. In her retirement she  
offers Prayerful Painting retreat days and hospitality to all. Her 
hobbies include art, making note cards, writing poetry, and  
reading. 
  
  
Sr. Teresa Hinker, OSB, celebrated the 70th Anniversary of her 
first vows on August 15, the Feast of the Assumption of Mary. 
She joined the IBVM Community in Toronto, Canada, in 1949. 
After 25 years there, she discovered the Divine Office and 
monastic lifestyle as she stayed at St. Martin’s while studying 
nursing at the School of Mines. After graduation, she  
transferred her vows to St. Martin Monastery. She has lived a 
life of prayer and work, Ora et Labora, through her daily Divine 
Office, private prayer, meditation and caring for the sick. She is 
a Registered Nurse. Her hobbies include reading, crocheting, 
and making jelly. 

Two 70th Jubilees at St. Martin Monastery

Cards maybe sent to the sisters at: St. Martin Monastery, 1851 City Springs Rd., 
Rapid City, SD 57702.

The following assignments have been 
made in cooperation with the USA  
Midwest Jesuit Provincial: Effective July 
31, Fr. James Kubicki, SJ, was  
reassigned to duties outside the  
Diocese of Rapid City. At the same time, 
Fr. Ronald Seminara, SJ, is released 
from his assignment as a member of the 
Holy Rosary Pastoral Team on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation and assigned as  
Pastor of the St. Francis Mission and its 
parishes and missions on the Rosebud 
Reservation. (Courtesy photo)

Priest Assignments: St. Francis Mission______

The Rapid City Chapter  
of National Pastoral Musicians 

Serving the life and mission of the Church through fostering the 
art of musical liturgy in Catholic worshipping communities.  

Saturday, October 8, 2022 (9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.)  
Our Lady of the Black Hills Church, Piedmont 

“Music and the Proclamation of God’s Word” – presentation by Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek 
Cantor Master Class – facilitated by Tammy Schnittgrund 

St. Cecilia Banquet & Awards  
Commissioning of Music Ministers 
– blessing by Bishop Peter Muhich 

“Recruiting Strategies/Best Practices to Bolster & Retain Music Ministers” 
 – panel discussion 

Please send your RSVP and payment of $15 (for the catered meal) to Bonnie Josten  
3343 Pinewood Dr, Rapid City, SD 57702 by Wednesday, October 5  

All diocesan musicians welcome! 



4  WRC September  2022Diocese/Parishes

St. Therese the Little Flower Church 
532 Adams St., Rapid City

Sunday, September 25, 2022 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

Roast Beef Dinner 
Complete with LARGE salad & dessert bar! 

 

Gift Basket Silent Auction 
Country Store, Bake Sale  
Gift Boutique, Youth Room  

RAFFLE

At the Door  
Adults $14, 
Children ages 6-12, $8 
5 and under FREE

Advance Tickets Sold at Parish Office 
until Friday, Sept. 23 
Adults $12, Children ages 6-12, $8  
5 and under FREE

At Mass celebrating Nicholas Black Elk  
August 17, 2022, Manderson 

Readings: Rev. 7:2-4, 9-14; 1 Jn 3:1-3; 
Mt 5:1-12a 

Our first reading from the Book of Rev-
elation offers a magnificent vision of 
heaven. Christ stands before “a great multi-
tude, which no one could count, from every na-
tion, race, tribe, and tongue.” It is clear that 
salvation in Christ is universal, meant for 
every ethnic group and people. And cer-
tainly for the Lakota tribe and tongue.  

That became the central purpose of 
Black Elk’s life. From the time of his first 
great vision at the age of nine, he felt called 
to be a healer, not just of bodily sickness, but 
as he often prayed: “That my people may 
live!”  To the end of his life, first as a medi-
cine man, then a holy man in both the La-
kota and Catholic senses, he prayed 
ceaselessly for others, for all the Lakota 
people, and even for all the world.   

During the recent diocesan process re-
garding his cause for canonization, one of 
the witnesses giving testimony was a 
woman in her nineties who lived near him 
as a teenager. She said he was known not 
just as a Holy Man but as a Prayer Man.  
He would go out even in the middle of the 
night or a blizzard if he heard that someone 
was ill or dying, to pray with them. And he 
would pray joyfully every day with his 
sacred pipe and his rosary. He went to Mass 
every Sunday and went to sweats regularly.  

As he now stands before Christ in 
heaven, as our first reading envisions it, he 
“has washed his robe clean” by imitating 
Christ in being a constant and compassion-
ate healer, praying always to Wakan Tanka 
in ways fully Lakota and fully Catholic.  

But there was another way he imitated 
Christ. He never gave up hope, even in des-
perate times.  Just before Wounded Knee, 
he was dancing the ghost dance with so 
many Lakota in desperation, hoping for a 
miraculous return to the old ways of life. He 
told how he had a vision of Christ, 
wounded but shining with light. Soon after, 
at Wounded Knee, the hope of the ghost 
dance died. But Black Elk’s hope did not 
die. He believed in his visions, and gradually 
moved toward placing his hope in Christ. 
His wife was Catholic, and they had their 
children baptized Catholic. Finally Black 
Elk himself was baptized in 1904. And in 

1907 he became a catechist, the most effec-
tive catechist on the Pine Ridge and Rose-
bud reservations for decades.  

We know where he placed his hope be-
cause he wrote a public letter to his people 
at that time: 

“I will tell you that all of you (and my-
self ), we are like sheep among the wolves 
ready to be eaten up. And you know when 
one sheep is surrounded by wolves, it has no 
place to go. That’s how we are. We are ready 
to be eaten up. So my friends and relatives, 
we should stand together and do what is 
right and be patient. That way the Saviour 
has something good for us all the time.  
While we’re still living on this earth, we 
should be thankful to God for putting us 
here. And God has promised us a place 
when we die, and I’m pretty sure he’ll never 
forget us.”  

Nicholas’ hope seems much like what 
our second reading tells us: “Beloved: See 
what love the Father has bestowed on us, 
what we shall be has not yet been revealed 
... when it is revealed we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is.” 

So is Nicholas a saint?  He is not yet 
canonized.  But the church does not make 
saints. God does. Most of the “countless 
multitudes” in heaven will never be canon-
ized.  When the church canonizes someone, 
it is to hold him or her up as a model of 
how to live the Beatitudes. A model of 
some particular extraordinary ways of 
“walking the good red road” which would 
inspire all the faithful in their own walk to-
wards God. 

As a Prayer Man, and as a man of hope 
in God, Nicholas Black Elk is such a model.  
As someone who found God in indigenous 
spirituality and in Catholicism, he preached 
the good news that there was a Wanikiye, a 
redeemer, a Lakota Catholic Christ. He is 
a model of Christian faith that embraces 
the contributions of indigenous spirituality 
to the whole church, not just to the Lakota. 
A man of Spirit who found God’s spirit in 
all the two-legg-ed, four legg-ed, winged, 
finn-ed, and all of creation. In these days of 
environmental crisis, a man for our times. 

Finally, since I come from Rome, you 
may want to know: how is the Cause for his 
canonization going? I can say that it is 
under active consideration by the Vatican 
Congregation of Saints, though as you 

know, things in Rome can move slowly. The 
Cause is being advocated by the General 
Postulator of the Society of Jesus, Fr. Pas-
cual Cebollada, the official in our Jesuit 
headquarters who works most often with 
the Causes of Jesuits who might be canon-
ized. I was happy to have him take up the 
advocacy of Nicholas Black Elk, who was 
such a close collaborator of Jesuits here on 
the reservations for over 40 years. Also ai-

ding the Cause right now is Fr. Michael 
Steltenkamp, the Jesuit who wrote the book 
30 years ago with testimony of Lucy Looks 
Twice, buried up the hill here next to her 
father Nicholas. I promise that as the Con-
gregation of Saints moves ahead, we will 
keep you and Bishop Muhich informed. 

But for now, let us all pray, Nicholas 
Black, Servant of God and our relative, pray 
for us!  

Homily of Fr. Arturo Sosa, Superior General of the Society of Jesus
The Superior General (called the 
Father General) of the Jesuits 
celebrated the Mass of the  
Assumption at 5:30 p.m. at Red 
Cloud, Holy Rosary Church. 
Members of the Sacred Heart  
Parish, from Pine Ridge, to show 
him honor and appreciation for 
coming to the Pine Ridge  
Reservation, presented him with a 
Star Quilt. He is shown Patricia 
Catches and LaVeta Bark. 
(Courtesy photo)
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BY FRANK BIRKHOLT 
DIRECTOR, RAPID CITY NEWMAN CENTER 
 

Father Mark McCormick, Newman 
Center Chaplain had been asked many 
times about Mary and Joseph not being in 
the Newman Center, and we had looked at 
a few different examples of statues, but 
couldn’t find an affordable statue. Many 
people made small and large donations in 
an effort to get the ball rolling. A former 
FOCUS team member told Fr. Mark flat 
out: “I will buy the statue of Mary for the 
Chapel, just give me the amount.” 

On May 31, 2022, Father Brian Chris-
tensen, pastor of Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help the parish that currently 
manages the Newman Center, forwarded 
me an email from Adrian Hamers Church 
Interiors from Larchmont, N.Y. They deal 
in new and used Catholic Church interior 
pieces, and the last item listed were the 
statues. 

And I thought they had a lot of poten-
tial, I could see Mary’s left hand had some 
damage, but I talked to Father Mark and 
we agreed that they had great facial features 
and a simple beauty to them. We purchased 
them and waited about six weeks to get 
them shipped to Rapid City.  

Terry Nelson started the task of refur-
bishing them. He had some ideas about the 
look of the statues and repairing the ad-
ditional damage that wasn’t apparent in the 
original picture. He set to work, lightly 
sanding, then staining, filling cracks and re-
pairing. Father Mark and I met with him 

numerous times to answer questions and 
watch their transformation. 

The final step was to add gold highlights 
to the statues, particularly for St. Joseph. 
We talked about how Joseph was a worker, 
he would have had simple clothes not gold. 

But Father Mark recalled a conversation 
with Sister Mary Katherine, the hermit 
who lives near Piedmont and supports 
herself creating beautiful icons. She 
talked about how sainthood brings holy 
dignity to the work of the saint. Joseph 
may have been a simple worker, but he 
isn’t just Joseph, he is Saint Joseph. So, 
Terry added the gold to the button on his 
blouse and also his hammer and with the 
highlights to our Blessed Mother every-
thing was just right!  

With the help of FOCUS missionary 
Efrain Gonzalez-Ballesteros Jr., and 
Luke Christen, a student, we brought 
them home on September 15. We are 
thankful to all the donations that made 
this beautiful addition to our chapel pos-
sible. The Newman Center at SDSM&T 
hosts a number of weekly events that in-
vite college students into a beautiful en-
vironment of prayer.  

 
(Left) FOCUS missionary Efrain moves the 
Mary statue into the Chapel. 

Diocesan/Parish

Newman Center adds Mary and Joseph statues to the chapel

(Above) Luke and Efrain pose next to the St.  
Joseph statue. (Courtesy photos)
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The pandemic delayed many events dur-

ing the past two years. Bishops who were 
ordained in 2020 and 2021 did not attend 
New Bishop Orientation in Rome until this 
September. Bishop Peter Muhich attended 
the September 1-8 course. He was among 
the 150 bishops ordained in 2020 who 
were first in line for the training. Bishops 
ordained in 2021 had the orientation in the 
following week’s session. 

According to Bishop Muhich, the ad-
dresses were given primarily in Italian and 
simultaneously translated into five other 
languages. In his group, the bishops came 

from around the globe, including the 
United States, Europe, Iraq, Syria, Egypt, 
South American and Central America. “To 
meet the other bishops and to get to know 
their situations was interesting,” he said. 

 The bishops had a two-hour audience 
with Pope Francis. “Meeting the Holy 
Father was very inspiring. We learned what 
he means by a synodal church — how do 
we listen or walk together better as a 
church,” said Bishop Muhich. 

 
(Center)  The 2020 bishops had the 

privilege of processing together at the Sep-
tember 4, Beatification Mass for Blessed 
John Paul I celebrated by Pope Francis. It 
was held outdoors in St. Peters Square. Bl. 
John Paul I was pontiff for 33 days in 1978. 
Bishop Muhich snapped this photo of the 
bishops ahead of him in the procession.   

 
(At left) Bishop Muhich visited the Ser-

vants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and at 
their convent in Rome.  They invited him to 
celebrate Mass at Chiesa del Santissimo 
Sudario  (Church of the Most Holy Shroud) 
which is under the auspices of the Military 
Ordinariate of Italy.  

(Courtesy photos)

Bishop Muhich attends  
orientation in Rome
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BY FR. MARK MCCORMICK 
In the first part of June, I was blessed to 

be one of the FOCUS chaplains at their 
New Staff Training (NST) at the University 
of Mary in Bismarck. The reason I said ‘yes’ 
to this invitation from FOCUS is because 
of my ministry as the chaplain at the Rapid 
City Catholic Newman Center, where we 
serve students from South Dakota School 
of Mines Technology, the satellite campus 
of Nursing for South Dakota State Univer-
sity, and Western Dakota Technical Col-
lege. 

My main responsibility was simply to be 
present to the FOCUS Missionaries as a 
spiritual father. I was able to be present for 
Masses, adoration, confessions, and meals. 
Occasionally, I would go over in the even-
ings to Chesterton’s Pub on campus, which 
was also enjoyable. 

FOCUS has more than 860 missionaries 
serving in 216 locations this fall. They 
hosted two large NST events, and there 
were probably 450+ FOCUS missionaries 
at the UMary training, including Molly 
Schmidt, serving at S.D. Mines, and Sami 
Galuppo and Kailey Garret serving at 
BHSU this year. 

The new FOCUS missionaries are evan-
gelized and catechized in four areas of for-
mation: human, intellectual, spiritual, and 
apostolic through incarnational evangeliza-
tion, which is based on the way St. John 
Paul II evangelized, and lived out his life. 
St. John Paul II was constantly going out, 
traveling the world, getting involved in 
people’s lives, and sharing his own life with 
them. St. John Paul II, in his 26 years as the 
Holy Father, led 104 pastoral trips outside 
of Italy, visited 129 countries, and was part 
of nine World Youth Day gatherings. 

Incarnational evangelization is rooted in 
the scripture passage from 1 Thes 2:8 “So 
deeply do we care for you that we are deter-
mined to share with you not only the gospel 
of God but also our own selves because you 
have become very dear to us.” In the writ-
ings of St. Paul, we learned how he evan-
gelized in an incarnational way by simply 
investing himself in the lives of others. St. 
Paul not only invited others to listen to his 
message but also to imitate his way of living, 
just as St. Paul imitated the ways of Jesus. 
We hear in Jn 13, “a new commandment I 
give to you, that you love one another, even as 
I have loved you, that you also love one 
another.” 

In an article put out by FOCUS on In-
carnational Evangelization: “The Art of Ac-
companiment,” they give three key 
concepts. 

Incarnational evangelization is the 
model of how God evangelized. Just as God 
entered our world, we too must enter other 
people’s lives and meet them where they are 
to bring them the Gospel. 

“Go” Gospel vs. “Come to Me” Gospel: 
We must go out to share the Gospel. We 

cannot wait for others to come to us. The 
Gospel is not a “Come to Me” Gospel. It is 
a “go” Gospel. 

Avoid Jacuzzi Christianity: We must get 
out of our comfortable Christian commu-
nity and share God’s love with the cold, 
hurting, and broken world. 

From my experience of FOCUS Mis-
sionaries, the last four years at S.D. Mines, 
they truly live out this incarnational evange-
lization in their lives. They are true disciple 
makers. It was exciting for me this summer 
to see these 450+ new FOCUS missionaries 
learn how to live out this incarnational 
evangelization in their lives. They are ac-
tually seeking to live out holiness in their 
lives. They learned how to lead Bible 
studies, they learned how to pray a holy 
hour — every day, and they learned the art 
of conversation that can lead to deeper con-
versations of purpose and meaning in 
Christ. 

Last year at the Rapid City Newman 
Center, we had 16 Bible studies taking 
place. Over 80+ students came to a Bible 
study at least four or more times. We had 
13 students who are truly living the higher 
calling of Christ in their lives as missionary 
disciples by leading their own Bible studies 
and sharing their faith with others. They 
were faithful not only to Sunday Mass but 
often were at daily Mass too.  It was amaz-
ing to watch the Gospel of Christ come 
alive in our hearts. 

As you can see, FOCUS has had a tre-
mendous impact in the lives of our students 
not only at S.D. Mines but at BHSU too. I 
am always amazed that the FOCUS mis-
sionaries raise their own salaries by sharing 
their call to be missionaries on college cam-
puses. They do this by inviting their family 
members, relatives, friends, coworkers, and 
others to join them in this mission. 

I know this past August that the differ-
ent parishes of the diocese of Rapid City 
took up a collection for the Newman mini-
stry on both campuses at S.D. Mines and 
BHSU. If you would like to support the 
work of FOCUS on these two campuses, 
pray about supporting FOCUS at S.D. 
Mines and BHSU. In the same way these 
FOCUS missionaries seek funds to be mis-
sionaries on our campus, we are raising 
funds to keep FOCUS on our campuses in 
our diocese. 

If you would like to visit further about 
this, please call Fr. Mark McCormick at  

605-484-2161. 
 

Fr. Mark McCormick attended FOCUS training at the University of Mary, Bismarck, N.D., this 
summer. He is the chaplain at Rapid City Newman Center. To meet the FOCUS missionaries 
who will serve in Rapid City and Spearfish, see p. 24.

FOCUS has a tremendous impact in student lives 

The West River Catholic would like 
to run your photo — either wedding 
or current in the November issue. 
Please send a photo, wedding date 
and current parish to by email or 
mail to: WRC Attn: Becky Berreth 
225 Main St., Suite 100, Rapid City, 
SD 57701 or bberreth@diorc.org  
Deadline, Friday, Oct. 21 

Were you married in 1972 ?
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Parish documentation is vitally impor-
tant to our diocese. Recording each detail 
of our parish life and those happenings of 
each parish, over the course of history, is to 
be remembered, celebrated, and honored. 
Detailed history — such as the works of 
Mother Drexel, her icon, her legacy and her 
beautiful monstrance that was gifted to St. 
Francis Mission — begins at the parish. The 
archives record and preserve that history. 
The parish on St. Francis Mission, St. 
Charles Borromeo, celebrates 100 years of 
parish life on October 1. Thanks to the par-
ish, the diocesan archives can provide a 
glimpse of what happened in those 100 plus  
years. — Kathy Cordes 

Ministry at St. Francis Mission began 
with Fr. Pierre-Jean DeSmet, SJ. In the 
1840s, at the invitation of the Flathead In-
dians in Idaho, he traveled extensively in the 
northern plains. He brought the Gospel to 
the Lakota people in what is now western 
South Dakota. On September 26-27, 1877, 
Chief Sinte Gleska (Spotted Tail), leader of 
the Sicangu Lakota (Rosebud Reservation) 
and Chief Red Cloud, leader of the Ogalala 
(Pine Ridge Reservation), met with Pres-
ident Rutherford B. Hayes and formally re-
quested that the “Black Robes” come to 
their lands to educate their people. At his 
urging, Bishop Martin Marty, OSB, Bishop 
of Dakota Territory, in 1885 invited the Je-
suits of the German Province to establish 
the Mission school. In 1885 Fr. Johann Jutz, 
SJ, and Br. Ursus Nunlist, SJ, arrived at a 
site, planned, and laid out the design for the 
mission buildings. St. Charles Church was 
dedicated in 1886. The church was a work 
in progress and on February 16, 1890, 
Bishop Martin Marty, OSB, came to con-
secrate the finished product. 

On January 20, 1916, a fire of unknown 
origin began in the stairwell of the girls’ 
dormitory. Because the mission buildings 
were all made out of wood and clustered 
close together the fire spread quickly due to 
a strong wind. The entire mission, including 
St. Charles Church, burned. Some pews 
and a few other items from the church sur-
vived the fire.  

Though discouraged, the Jesuits did not 
hesitate to begin the process of rebuilding. 
Financial assistance was gathered from dif-
ferent parts of the country and once again 
St. Katharine Drexel generously assisted 
them. 

Shortly after the 
fire, Br. Andrew 
Hartman, SJ, an ar-
chitect, was given 
the responsibility of 
rebuilding St. Fran-
cis Mission and St. 
Charles Church. 
He wanted to en-
sure that fire would 
not destroy the 
church again. After 
receiving training in 
concrete work in Omaha, Nebraska, he 
began the rebuilding of St. Charles Church. 
This time it would be made from concrete.  

He taught Lakota people how to work 
with the material and they began pouring 
the concrete for the foundation for the 18” 
thick concrete walls of the church on Oc-
tober 16, 1917. The concrete was mixed by 
hand and carried in buckets and wheelbar-
rows. The workers poured concrete into 
forms that were twelve inches high. After 
one pouring cured, the forms were moved 
up. The new St. Charles Church was 60’ x 
150’ and reflected the Romanesque style 
while incorporating Lakota designs as well 
as European statues and stained glass win-
dows. The workers completed the building 
on June 10, 1922.  

On June 11, 1922, the Feast of the Holy 
Trinity, the first Mass was offered to a large 
crowd who came to the blessing of the new 
church. On October 25, 1922, Bishop John 
J. Lawler of Lead consecrated St. Charles 
Church. 

The church features 24 stained glass 
windows, twenty of which depict the life of 
Jesus and are used to teach catechism to 
children. Imported from Germany, the win-
dows cost $270 each. Lakota families and 
the students of St. Francis Indian Mission 
School donated the windows as memorials 
to families and classmates. The round 
stained glass window depicting a dove rep-
resenting the Holy Spirit came from the 
church in Winner. 

Lakota artisans built the altars and pews, 
including a few pews which were saved 
from the fire in 1916. Lakota students built 
the current altar, designed by Clarence 
Packard, a Lakota graduate of the Mission 
school.  

Joseph Lights, a graduate of St. Francis 
Indian Mission school, painted the mural 

above the altar in 
1923. The paint-
ing portrays Our 
Lady Queen of 
the Society of 
Jesus, flanked by 
St. Michael and 
St. Gabriel, sur-
rounded by the  
Jesuit martyrs of 
North America: 
St. Isaac Jogues, 
St. John De Bre-

beuf and companions. Felix Walking Elk, a 
Lakota artist, provided the Lakota designs 
throughout the church. 

Beginning in 1922 St. Charles Church 
served as the mother church for all the mis-
sions as well as the parish church for the 
town of St. Francis and the boarding stu-
dents at St. Francis Indian Mission School 
(K-12) who attended daily Mass during the 
school year. 

St. Charles Church received a visit from 
St. Katharine 
Drexel shortly 
after its con-
s e c r a t i o n . 
Mother Drexel 
presented the 
church with a 
beautiful mon-
strance which is 
still used today 
for benediction 
and Holy 
Hours.  

From 1922  
until 2003 
minor repairs 
were made to 
the church but 
no comprehen-
sive renovation 
was undertaken. In 2003, concern about the 
deterioration of the artwork in the church 
and the structural integrity of the stained-
glass windows prompted a closer look at the 
condition of the building. Inadequate light-
ing, an antiquated heating system and wir-
ing presented a fire hazard that demanded 
immediate attention. After a detailed anal-
ysis, in 2004, it was determined a major re-
storation of St. Charles Church was 
needed. 

Many years of soot and grime covered 

the artwork in the church to the point 
where designs and original colors were hard 
to see. To restore the art to its original 
beauty, scrapings of the paint were taken 
from the walls, the Lakota designs, the 
eight medallions on the upper walls over 
the main aisle, and the mural above the 
main altar in the sanctuary. After faithfully 
matching the original colors, George 
Hatcher repainted by hand the entire 
church interior. This project took six years 
2004-2010. 

The stained glass windows were breaking 
under the pressure of sagging lead. Since 
the glass was museum quality and irreplace-
able it was important to give this part of the 
project immediate attention. All windows 
were sent to Botti Studio of Architectural 
Arts in Chicago to be taken apart, cleaned, 
re-leaded and structurally reinforced. All 
the statues were repaired and repainted by 
Botti Studio as well. 

The floor of the church consisted of four  
hardwood platforms on which the pews 

were placed. Three aisles of concrete floor-
ing, painted red, separated the pews and the 
sanctuary. The hardwood floor as well as the 
hardwood flooring of the sanctuary were re-
furbished and the aisles were covered in a 
beautiful light colored tile. The restoration 
of Saint Charles Church was completed in 
2013 with the addition of a walk-in baptis-
mal font. 

(Historical information provided by 
St. Francis Mission and Diocesan Archives)

Restored artwork originally painted in 1923. Find more photos on our 
website, www.rapidcitydiocese.org/st-charles-centennial. (Courtesy photo)

St. Charles Borromeo, celebrates 100 years of parish life



WRC  9September  2022

 
BY MICHAEL PAULEY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, 
SOUTH DAKOTA CATHOLIC CONFERENCE 

  
On November 8, voters in South Da-

kota will decide the fate of Initiated Meas-
ure 27, a proposal to legalize marijuana for 
so-called “recreational” purposes. The 
bishops of South Dakota issued a state-
ment recently calling on Catholics to “op-
pose Measure 27 because of the numerous 
harms it threatens to bring to individuals, 
families, and our state.”  

Recreational marijuana is now legal in 
19 states, generating a new industry that is 
expected to reach $33 billion in total sales 
by the end of 2022. The marijuana industry 
is following in the footsteps of “Big To-
bacco” by spending vast sums of money to 
convince the public that their product is 
harmless. Their strategy is working. A 2021 
poll from the Gallup organization found 
that 68 percent of Americans support le-
galizing marijuana, although a local news 
media poll showed only 44 percent of 
South Dakotans feel the same way. 

 But is marijuana really a harmless drug? 
The science doesn’t back up this popular 
belief. The public is largely unaware that 
marijuana has become far more toxic in re-
cent years. The psychoactive ingredient in 
marijuana is known as THC. Today’s mar-

ijuana has three times the concentration of 
THC compared to the marijuana com-
monly used 25 years ago. 

The Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) states “Marijuana can cause 
permanent IQ loss of as much as 8 points 
when people start using it at a young age. 
These IQ points do not come back, even 
after quitting marijuana.” 

 The Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation, 
the nation’s largest non-profit provider of 
behavioral health care, states “Marijuana 
use can harm learning, thinking and mem-
ory development, and use of the drug has 
been linked to mental health issues, includ-
ing psychosis ...”  

The National Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA) reports that “Marijuana may im-
pair judgment, motor coordination, and re-
action time, and studies have found a direct 
relationship between blood THC concen-
tration and impaired driving ability. Mari-
juana is the illicit drug most frequently 
found in the blood of drivers who have 
been involved in vehicle crashes, including 
fatal ones.” 

In Colorado, one of the first states to le-
galize recreational marijuana, traffic deaths 
involving drivers who tested positive for 
marijuana have doubled following legaliza-

tion. Today in Colorado, one in every five 
traffic deaths involves a driver who has 
tested positive for marijuana. 

But carnage on the roadways is not the 
only bad fruit of legalization. A report from 
the Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area states, “The percent of sui-
cide incidents in which toxicology results 
were positive for marijuana has increased 
from 14% in 2013 to 29% in 2020.” That 
represents a doubling of marijuana-associ-

ated suicides in Colorado since legal retail 
sales of marijuana commenced in 2014 

Pope Benedict XVI said in 2012, “It is 
the responsibility of the church ... to un-
mask the false promises, the lies, the fraud 
that is behind drugs.” Catholics in South 
Dakota must take up this challenge, and 
educate our family members, friends, and 
co-workers, about the harms Measure 27 
could bring to our state. 

  

The pitfalls of legalizing marijuana
Diocese/Parishes 

Website www.sdcatholicconference.org
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Dr. Ross Johnson DDS, MSD 
 

www.orthodonticsblackhills.com 
2525 W Main St. Suite 206 

 Rapid City SD 57702

 
p: 605.663.4865 

info@orthodonticsblackhills.com

Traditional braces, clear aligners, 
TMJ, headaches, and migraine

Orthodontist
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We thank you for calling men and 
women to serve in your Son's  
Kingdom as priests, deacons,  
religious, and consecrated persons. 
Send the Holy Spirit to help us  
respond generously and  
courageously to your call. May  
our community of faith support  
vocations in our youth. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 

605-348-5228 
225 Main Street, Suite 200 

Rapid City, SD 57701

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
Twenty-five years ago, three individuals, 

Father Mark McCormick, then-pastor of 
St. Anthony of Padua Church, Hot Springs, 
(now he lives in Rapid City); John Blatch-
ford, and Mark Rude (both from Hot 
Springs at that time) individually watched 
that year’s Kona Ironman (in Hawaii) on 
television and were so fired-up that they 
wanted to participate in the event. As they 
talked, they had a wild  idea — 
create their own event. The 
Southern Hills Triathlon 
was born. The first triath-
lon was held on Labor 
Day weekend back in 
1998 and two dozen 
people competed. 

It has become the 
largest triathlon in S.D. 
This year 231 triathletes 
came from 12 states and Ca-
nada to converge on Hot Springs 
for the 25th Annual Southern Hills Triath-
lon. It was held at the Angostura State Rec-
reation Area, Breakers Beach, Sep. 3.   

“It was a very exciting year for racing — 
last year was a record year and now we are 
back stronger than ever,” said Brendan 
Murphy, former director of the Rapid City 
Newman Center, now race director of the 
Southern Hills Triathlon. “I am so excited 
that such an incredible number of people 
participated this Labor Day weekend. It 
was certainly an amazing event for sure!” 

This is Murphy’s second year as race di-
rector. He and his family are members of 

Blessed Sacrament Parish, Rapid City. “I 
wanted to take over this race because my 
very first triathlon was The Southern Hills 
Triathlon back in 1999. It is this very race 
that got me to love the sport of triathlon,” 
he said. Murphy said he intends on keeping 
the family-fun event thriving for many 
years to come. 

Murphy has completed various triath-
lons over the past 22 years, in-

cluding two 140.6 (total 
distance in miles) 

Ironman competi-
tions in Florida 
and Colorado. 

He said he 
wanted to take 
over the race to 

get children and 
their families in-

terested in fitness 
— this lifelong sport 

allows a family to swim, 
bike and run together. “It’s a fantas-

tic way to get kids off their electronics, go 
outside, and explore the world they live in,” 
said Murphy. 

Father McCormick was a special guest 
for the historic event and he shared with 
the participants and spectators how the race 
started 25 years ago. He then proceeded to 
give a special blessing over all those who 
participated in the event. “When Brendan 
reached out to me to be a special guest at 
this year’s event, I drove over to his house 
and saw all the great things he was doing 
for the race and I became super excited!” 

said Father McCormick. “The race medals 
are the real deal.”  

Another founder, Blatchford, who now 
lives in Brookings, participated on a team 
this year.   

“It is very exciting to see the sport grow, 
and the numbers here grow with it,” said 
Murphy.  “I love participating in the sport 
of triathlon, but I really love seeing so many 
people come out and challenge themselves 
and display their love of fitness. I especially 
love to see the youth come out because that 
is the most fun part of the day in my opin-
ion. They are the future of the sport!” 

Athletes from ages 6 to 81 years old 
competed. There were 30 youth (ages 6-12), 
37 individuals in the Olympic race, 99 in-
dividuals in the Sprint race and 35 colle-

giate athletes, along with four Olympic 
relay teams and six Sprint relay teams. 

The Sprint distance race included a ¼ 
mile swim, 12 mile bike ride and a 5K run.  
The Olympic distance race included a 1 
mile swim, 24 mile bike ride and a 10K run. 
The youth race included a 100 yard swim, 
5K bike ride and a 1 mile run 

 
For more information on  the  

Southern Hills Triathlon visit the website: 
https://southernhillstri.com/ and Facebook, 

https://www.facebook.com/ 
SouthernHillsTri/.   

To contact the race director, Brendan 
Murphy, call 605-393-5947 or  
email ironmanbtm2@gmail.com.   

Priest founded triathlon celebrates 25th year!

Fr. Mark McCormick, one of three triathlon founders, and Race Director Brendan Murphy at   
the Angostura State Recreation Area. This year marked the 25th anniversary of the Southern 
Hills Triathlon. (Courtesy photos) 
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PRIESTHOOD. CONSECRATED LIFE. CONSIDER IT.

This year the Office for Vocations is borrowing its theme from the  
National Eucharistic Revival: “I am the living bread that came down from 
heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh for the life of the world” Jn 6:51. 

Bishop Andrew Cozzens, chair of the Eucharistic Revival initiative for 
the U.S Conference of Catholic Bishops, says that the overarching goal 
is aimed at “renewing the church by enkindling a living relationship with 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the holy Eucharist.”  The revival is designed to 
impact every level of the church, including vocations to the priesthood.  

I have heard it said several times over the years that without the priest, 
there is no Eucharist, and without the Eucharist, there is no church. Pope 
Benedict XVI said something similar but put it more bluntly in his midday 
Angelus address on Corpus Christi Sunday, June 26, 2011: “Catholics  
believe that the bread and wine offered by Christ at the Last Supper  
literally became his body and blood — and that this same miracle is  
repeated by priests at every Mass since … without the Eucharist, the 
church simply does not exist.” 

In the face of Roman persecution, the fourth-century Abitene martyrs 
from North Africa chose to die rather than deprive themselves of Sunday 
Mass. They proclaimed, Sine Dominico non possumus (Without the  
Sunday Eucharist, we cannot live). We need the priesthood to live! 

The foundational document on Eucharistic Revival, “The Mystery of 
the Eucharist in the Life of the Church,” names several saints, two of 
whom drew my attention: St. John Vianney and St. Teresa of Calcutta. 
Both had a deep, intimate and personal relationship with Jesus Christ in 
the Eucharist. This relationship guided them in everything they said and 
did. Both centered their lives around the Eucharist and had a strong  
devotion to adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, which strengthened and 
fueled their fire to live and serve heroically. 

St. John Vianney said, “We do not have to talk very much to pray well, 
we know that God is there in His Holy Tabernacle. Let us open our hearts 
to Him, let us rejoice in His Sacred Presence. This is the best prayer.” 

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta said, “Jesus has made himself the Bread 
of Life to give us life. Night and day, he is there. If you really want to grow 
in love, come back to the Eucharist, come back to that adoration.” 

As you can see, this year’s seminarian poster incorporated the  
beautiful and awe-inspiring eucharistic procession we had as a diocese 
on the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus 
Christi) on June 19, in which more than 600 people participated  
throughout the diocese. It was a glorious day! 

This year, my hope and prayer are that every parish — and even every 
household — will have at least one poster hanging up to remind them 
throughout the Eucharistic Revival of the urgent need to be fed weekly, 
if not daily, by the Real Presence of Jesus in Eucharist and to spend some 
time before Jesus in the tabernacle. As the Abitene martyrs said so 
boldly and without hesitation, “Without the Sunday Eucharist, we cannot 
live.” 

May this year’s seminarian poster remind you that the Eucharist is truly 
the source and summit of our lives for everything we say and do. May 
this year’s seminarian poster remind you to pray for our priests and for 
our seminarians who one day will be celebrants of the Eucharist for us. 

As you consider the place of the Eucharist in your life, consider this 
reflection by Deacon John Garabedian, a seminarian from the Diocese of 
Fall River, Massachusetts: “When I was working professionally, I started 
to go to daily Mass and would also occasionally spend time in adoration 
during my lunch breaks. It was these moments in intimate, silent prayer 
with the Lord where I would try to listen to his still, small voice in my 
heart and express my desires and concerns to him. The priesthood  
became more evident over time, and my anxieties about the future 
slowly subsided. 

“Around that time, as my discernment was becoming increasingly 
clear, I attended a Steubenville East Conference. During the Saturday 
Night Eucharistic Procession, I felt God say to me in my heart, ‘Be my 
priest,’ which gave me increased consolation and encouragement shortly 
before applying to the seminary.” 

There is great power in receiving the Eucharist and in sitting or  
kneeling before Jesus in adoration to hear his voice. May there be many 
more young men in our diocese like Deacon John Garabedian who hear 
the voice of Christ, who says, “Be my priest.”

‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven’ Fr. Mark McCormick: Director of Vocations 
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It is our mission in our diocese to promote vocations to the priesthood and 
religious life by offering a variety of tried and true opportunities that help 
young people encounter the presence of Jesus, hear his voice more clearly, and 
begin to ask the important question: “What does God have planned for my 
life?” 

Steubenville Youth Conferences, Diocesan Youth Rallies, Duc in Altum, Totus 
Tuus summer camps, Seminary Live-In Weekends, and Nun Runs have been a 
great blessing in fostering a culture of vocations in our youth and their families. 
Consider that Fr. Tyler Dennis, Fr. Adam Hofer, Fr. Mark Horn, Fr. Jonathon Dil-
lon, Fr. John Paul Trask, and Fr. Zane Pekron all participated in Totus Tuus 
summer camps growing up and eventually became leaders at camp and Duc in 
Altum missionaries as seminarians. These great summer experiences also help 
our current seminarians discern as they encounter and lead so many youths ac-
ross the diocese. Seeing the various parishes in which they would like to serve 
one day as diocesan priests is also a great opportunity for many of them. 

These events have not only strengthened the presbyterate but have encour-
aged a handful of young women from our diocese to consider consecrated life. 
Think of Sr. Maria Madonna dei Poveri (Julian), SSVM, and Sr. Maria Regina 
Familiae (Wilhelmi), SSVM, of the Servants of the Lord of the Virgin of Matara, 
who both made their final professions in the contemplative branch in Sep-
tember.  This past summer Sr. Joan Kolbe (Kjerstad) from Wall also made her 
final profession with the Marian Sisters in Lincoln, Nebraska. And Sr. Lucia 
Christi Blankartz, O.P. from the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia in Nashville, will 
make her final profession this summer. All these sisters were active in our 
summer programs that are designed to help young people encounter Jesus in 
their lives.  

Georgetown University's Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate 
(CARA) surveys each ordination class to gain insight into the impact of various 
factors on their vocational discernment. They found that nine out of ten re-
sponding ordinands (90%) reported being encouraged by someone in their life 
to consider the priesthood (most frequently a parish priest, a friend, or another 
parishioner). At least four out of five respondents (83%) participated in a pro-
gram or activity similar to what our diocese offers. These programs are voca-
tions makers! We are blessed to have such opportunities for our young people 
in our diocese. 

One thing we have not yet explored in our parishes or diocese is small 
groups for high school, college, and young adults that are ongoing and fo-
cused on discernment. Many of us who have participated as adults in small 

groups know that they foster an atmosphere of prayer and trust, drawing par-
ticipants into a deeper relationship with God.  

This year the Office of Vocations is available to help facilitate and provide 
resources to start a discernment small group in your parishes for both men 
and women in high school and college and for young adults who might be in-
terested in praying more deeply about their vocation. There are several op-
tions for discernment-focused small groups, but two have been used in other 
dioceses with great success. There is the Melchizedek Project, which meets 
seven times per semester for about 90 minutes. "To Save a Thousand Souls" 
by Fr. Brett Brannen is the handbook used in this small group. 

There is also a short six-week discernment program offered by the Diocese 
of Tulsa Vocations Office, which includes a service project and a social outing. 
The men's groups discuss a book by Cardinal Timothy Dolan, "Priests of the 
Third Millennium," while the women's groups discuss "Discerning Religious 
Life" by Mother Clare Matthias. 

Both discernment group options are great ways to help our young people 
to discern, pray, and have fun at the same time while pondering God’s plan for 
their lives. Please contact the vocation office for more information on these 2-
discernment group programs. We would love to discuss how we can help you 
foster a deeper conversation about vocations with young people in our dio-
cese, continuing the work of discipleship started in our various youth pro-
grams.   

 
Fr. Mark McCormick at 605-343-3541 ext. 2241 or MMcCormick@diorc.org  

PRIESTHOOD. CONSECRATED LIFE. CONSIDER IT.

‘What does God have planned for my life?’ Fr. Mark McCormick: Director of Vocations 
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Celebrate Priesthood Sunday  
Sunday, Sept. 25, Priesthood Sunday is 

a day set aside to honor priesthood and to 
raise awareness of vocations to the priest-
hood. This is a time, like Father’s Day, that 
we can make our priests feel special and 
appreciated. Let your pastor know how 
much you appreciate him with a card, a 
phone call, or a meal. Don’t forget about 
retired priests and past priests of your par-
ish. For ideas visit the Serra Club’s web-
site: serraus.org/priesthood-sunday/. 
 
TSRC & SES 10th Anniversaries 

Sept. 27, Tuesday, a Day of Thanksgiv-
ing and Praise as St. Elizabeth Seton and 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center celebrate 
their 10th Anniversaries at the Terra 
Sancta campus! Adoration begins at 8 
a.m. and continues throughout the day; 
Benediction at 5:45 p.m. Michelle Skoog 
will begin praise and worship music at 
6:30 p.m.  

 
Healing After Abortion  

Sept. 30-Oct. 2, Friday-Sunday, the 
pain of abortion can manifest itself years 

and even decades after the event. Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreats are healing retreats for 
women and men who struggle with the 
emotional or spiritual pain of an abortion. 
For more information, contact Carol 
Kling at 605-374-5639 or 
ckling@sddplains.com. For additional  
information visit their website at www. 
rachelsvineyard.org, or www.rapidcitydio-
cese.org/rv. 

 
Taizé 

Sunday Evenings, join us at Terra 
Sancta Retreat Center for Taizé, monthly 
on designated Sundays at 5 p.m. Song,  
silence, and Scripture. Dates: Oct. 2, Nov. 
6, Dec.18, Jan. 8, Feb. 5, Mar. 12, and Apr. 
16. Holy Cross Chapel at Terra Sancta 
Retreat Center. Questions? call 605-716-
0925 

 
Returning Catholics 

Monday, Oct. 3, if you have been con-
sidering re-engaging with your Catholic 
faith, you may want to explore the Re-
turning Catholics Program. The next six-
week Returning Catholics Program will 

be offered on Monday evenings at Our 
Lady of the Black Hills, I-90 exit 48, in 
Piedmont, from 6:30 – 8 p.m. For more 
information call 605-939-0579. 

 
NPM Fall Meeting &  
St. Cecilia Banquet 

Saturday, Oct. 8, from 9:30 a.m.–3:30 
p.m. at Our Lady of the Black Hills 
Church, Piedmont. Includes St. Cecilia 
Banquet and Awards Presentation, Com-
missioning of all Music Ministers — 
blessing by Bishop Peter Muhich. Please 
send your RSVP and payment of $15 (for 
the catered meal) to Bonnie Josten 3343 
Pinewood Dr, Rapid City, SD 57702, by 
Wednesday, October 5. 

 
Mother/Daughter Brunch Invitation  

Sunday, Oct. 16, the Catholic Daugh-
ters in Rapid City are sponsoring a 
Mother/Daughter Fall Brunch, the theme 
is “Babies are Precious, Mother are Too.” 
To be held at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, 
2101 City Springs Rd, Rapid City. Mass is 
at 9 a.m. and brunch begins at 10:30 a.m. 
Prices: Adults $15; Children ages 4-10, 

$10; ages 3 and under are free. RSVP by 
October 5. Make reservations at terra 
sancta.org/CDA or call Roxanne, 605-
721-7474. 

 
“Heal Your Grief ” Bereavement  
Support Group  

When a loved one dies, we are 
wounded. Just as a wound does, we need 
to heal from within, to express our 
thoughts and feelings. A support group is 
a safe place where you can talk, cry, and 
share your anger, guilt and fears with those 
who care and understand. Rooted in 
Catholic teaching, “Heal Your Grief ” is an 
eight-week support group open to all 
Christian adults who have lost a loved one 
due to death.  For more information con-
tact George Wallace at 605-721-3811 or 
Dee Pickarts at 605-343-2038.  Spon-
sored by Family Life Ministries.  For more 
questions call Amy Julian 605-343-3541,  
email FamilyLife@diorc.org or visit 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/FLM. 
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Televised Mass 
Visit our website 

WWW.RAPIDCITYDIOCESE.ORG/TELEVISED-MASS 
for a list of online Masses and resources for at home prayer and study

Check with your parish for in-person Mass times

Listen to the homily on our website or on 
your favorite podcast player by searching 

Catholic Diocese of Rapid City! 

SATURDAY —  4 P.M. 
    NBC   21.1 
   ConnectCenter1   21.2 
SUNDAY —  7 A.M. 
    NBC   21.1 
SUNDAY —  10:30 A.M. 
   ConnectCenter1   21.2

DIOCESE OF  
SIOUX FALLS 
 
SATURDAY 
    3 p.m. MT/4 p.m. CT 
    YouTube 
SUNDAY 
   9 a.m. MT/10 a.m. CT 
   KELOLand TV (CBS)

ONLINE 
   nc1.tv/Mass 
   Twitter:  @Newscenter1 
   Facebook: KNBNNewscenter1 
     DioceseofRapidCity https://www.sfcatholic.org/tvmass/

Terra Sancta Retreat Center is looking for 
a Polaris Ranger or similar ATV that is 10 
years old or newer. For more information, 
please contact James Schaefers, Director 
of Facilities at: jschaefers@diorc.org, or 
605-343-3541
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Obituary: Merl Dean Sorensen 
 Merl Dean Sorensen died July 17, 2022, 

at Spirit Mountain Hospice in Cody, Wy-
oming. 

Merl was born at home to Vilas and Lu-
cille Sorensen on December 18, 1937 in 
Irene, South Dakota. He was the oldest of 
four children. He was baptized on June 2, 
1938 and confirmed on May 25, 1952 in 
Sidney, Montana, where the family relo-
cated and he attended elementary school. 
The family moved back to South Dakota 
where Merl graduated from Ravinia High 
School in 1955. He went on to attend 
Huron College in Huron. 

Merl and Thelma Hron were married on 
November 9, 1957. To this union four chil-
dren were born: David, Valerie, Bryan and 
Kevin. They divorced in 1978. 

Relocating to Wyoming in 1979, Merl 
went to work for the Wyoming Highway 
Department in Dubois, Wyoming. He 
worked for WHD’s 
Construction Engi-
neering Department 
for sixteen years. In the 
spring of 1995, he 
transferred to Cody, 
WY. He retired in 
March 2003. 

Marilee Carpenter 
and Merl were married 
at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church in Dubois on April 29, 1989. His 
family expanded to include Marilee’s chil-
dren, David and Christy, as well as Christy’s 
four children. 

Merl was preceded in death by his par-
ents; brothers Jerry and Roger; and one 
nephew, Roger. He is survived by his wife, 
Marilee; sons David (Barb) of Sheridan, 
Wyoming; Father Bryan of Buffalo, South 
Dakota; and Kevin of Sheridan, Wyoming; 
and daughter, Valerie (Rev. Bill) Meirose of 
Sturgis; step-children, David Carpenter of 
Denver; and Christy McDonald of Jackson. 
He is also survived by ten grandchildren 
and twelve great grandchildren. Also sur-
viving is his sister, Ella Mae (David) Van 
Dusen of Norfolk, Nebraska, and sister-in-
law Connie Sorensen of Springfield, South 
Dakota. Several nieces and nephews also 
survive Merl. 

Merl will be interred in the Memorial 
Garden of Christ Episcopal Church in 
Cody, Wyoming in September of this year, 
followed by a Celebration of Life at his 
home. 

September 8-11, the Canku Wakan Retreat was held at Sioux Spiritual Center, Howes. 
(Center) Deana Swiftbird and Sylvia Ecoffey preparing to do the Bible Enthronement — 
reading a Scripture to begin the day and keeping the “livng word of God” open throughout 
the day with the Easter Candle burning beside it.  
 
(Right) Director of Native Ministries Ger-
maine Little Bear rings the bell to get 
speakers ready for the next session.  
 
(Below front row l-r) Group photo includes:  
Lynelle Hairy Shirt, Sylvia Ecoffey, Mary  
DeBerry, Deana Swiftbird,and  Jenny Black 
Bear. (Second row: l-r) Crystal DeBerry,  
Winnie Hairy Shirt, Janice Hunts Horse, 
Theda Morsette, Beverly Johnson,and Joseph 
Swiftbird. (Back row:) Germaine Little Bear, 
Viola “Sissy” Loafer, Rose Morrison, and  
Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ (Courtesy photos) 

Diocesan Native Ministry Office hosts Canku Wakan Retreat
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Recognizing Marriage 
Couples married 60 years or more pose for a photo with Bishop Peter Muhich and Deacon 
Bob Ackerman after the annual Celebration of Marriage Mass at Terra Sancta, Rapid City,  
September 11. Following Mass, a luncheon was hosted by the Diocesan Office of Family Life 
Ministries. In attendance were couples celebrating 25, 40, and 50 or more years of marriage 
in 2019. Robert and Marjorie Church, Blessed Sacrament Parish, Rapid City, were the longest 
married couple in attendance. They will celebrate 70 years of marriage on October 25.  
(WRC photo)
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BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
 
In 2018, Gail Wingert was invited by 

Susan Safford, then-director of Pastoral 
Ministries, to participate in the pilot pro-
gram of the Veritatis Splendor Institute. The 
title, Cor ad Cor, is a shortened version of 
“Cor ad Cor Loquitur,” a Latin phrase mean-
ing “Heart speaks to Heart.” 

Focused on deepening one’s relationship 
with the Lord, the program begins with the 
Oremus video series and moves into the 
Spiritual Exercises developed by Saint Ig-
natius of Loyola in the sixteenth century. 
The annual retreat begins in October, has 
90-minute weekly sessions, and participants 
are asked to commit to 20 minutes of prayer 
daily. Wingert recalls there were five 
women who were part of the original group 
who journeyed together over 30 weeks in 
the new program. Following her initial re-
treat, she was invited to become a leader for 
a new group of women. This year, Wingert 
and Susan Wagner will be leading a group 
in Hill City. 

The Spiritual Exercises provided her 
guidance and structure to meet God on a 
deeper level. “God invited me, and he was 
doing all the work, but I had to respond to 
that invitation and 
be receptive to his 
gifts,” she said. “I 
had to be com-
mitted to daily 
prayer and to hon-
est sharing with 
those in my group. 
Sometimes the retreat is challenging, but 
God meets me in those difficult moments,” 
said Wingert. 

“The leaders will encourage and chal-
lenge you. Those in your small group will 
support and inspire you. These exercises 

have been used since the 1500s. The med-
itations and prayers have been changing 
peoples’ lives for 500 years!” she said. 

When Cor ad Cor began five years ago  
Dionne Eastmo was a participant in the 
pilot program. This year Eastmo will be 

leading her fourth group. “Accom-
panying women on their faith 
journey and watching what God 
does in their lives, that is walking 
on holy ground and has been one 
of my greatest joys,” she said. 

Eastmo said she has experi-
enced tangible encounters with the 

Lord throughout the Spiritual Exercises. 
“Once my heart was touched in that pro-
found way, I was changed, I came to realize 
that he is always pursuing me. I developed 
a sincere desire to have an interior disposi-
tion to receive him, to allow him to work in 

me. It’s not about what I do, but what he 
does in me,” she said. 

“I choose to continue to be a Cor ad Cor 
leader because I want others to have a sim-
ilar experience, and to witness that happen 
in them is a sacred privilege. Participants 
come to know and fall in love with Jesus as 
a real, human person,” she added.  

Tyler Weaver was a student in the Cor 
ad Cor retreat via Zoom with Jacques Dan-
iel, assistant director of Faith Formation.  

“At that time of my life, when I started 
Cor ad Cor, I was developing a very intellec-
tual and rational relationship toward Christ, 
but I felt a calling from the Lord that there 
was another way to pursue the love he has 
for me. Christ is the perfect balance of truth 
in love, and we can find the truth of Christ 
via study and his love via prayer.” said 
Weaver. Cor ad Cor gave me the tools to 

more clearly discern between God’s will, the 
evil one’s will, and my own.” 

Another participant, Emily Williams 
was invited by Annie Daniel to join a Zoom 
group for Cor ad Cor in 2020-2021 – the 
isolating years of the COVID-19 pan-
demic. She had heard of the program be-
cause her mother, Angela Weber, had been 
in the pilot group and has been leading new 
groups each year thereafter. 

“I had been attracted to the idea and had 
often wished that there would be a way to 
participate. Since I was living in Minnesota 
at the time, I hadn’t been able to. I was so 
grateful to be invited to join the Zoom 
group and went through the Spiritual Ex-
ercises with a wonderful group of women 
from across the country,” said Williams. 

According to Williams, like Eastmo, the 
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises also made a 
tangible impact on her relationship with 
Jesus. She said, “What St. Ignatius pre-
scribes in each exercise truly built a deep-
ening ability for me to allow the Lord into 
my heart and provided a channel through 
which he poured his love into my life — 
and because of the exercises, my heart be-
came soft enough to receive that love.” 

In participating in the Cor ad Cor pro-
gram, a newcomer offers the Lord a daily 
place in his or her life. It is an opportunity 
to follow the first commandment and place 
God before all else and it offers accounta-
bility for doing so. “I think what any new-
comer will find, if they truly enter into the 
life of daily prayer prescribed in the Cor ad 
Cor program, is that the Lord loves them 
beyond imagining; and that knowledge can 
truly change a life,” she said. 

 
To register, go to  
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/coradcor/. 

Cor ad Cor newcomers learn the Lord loves them beyond imagining

St. Ignatius is the founder of the Society of Jesus commonly called the Jesuits. He  
developed the Spiritual Exercises in the sixteenth century while he was convalescing 
from a war wound. The meditations and prayers have been changing people's lives for 
500 years.

‘watching what God 
does in their lives ... 

has been one of my 
greatest joys’
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BELLE FOURCHE - St. Paul...................17,190 ........................66 
BISON - Blessed Sacrament ...................3,992 ........................10 
BONESTEEL - Immac Conc. ...................5,600 ........................16 
BUFFALO - St. Anthony ..........................6,150 ........................13 
BULLHEAD - St. Aloysius............................120...........................2 
BURKE - Sacred Heart .............................7,350 ........................32 
COLOME - St. Isidore..............................8,824 ........................25  
CUSTER - St. John the Baptist..............20,020 ........................61 
DEADWOOD - St. Ambrose ................15,665 ........................36 
DRAPER - St. Anthony.............................1,200...........................5 
DUPREE - Sacred Heart ..........................2,300...........................6 
EAGLE BUTTE - All Saints ..........................555...........................7 
EDGEMONT - St. James.......................22,705 ........................13 
FAIRFAX - St. Anthony ............................9,405 ........................22 
FAITH - St. Joseph...................................7,100 ........................25 
FT PIERRE - St. John..............................50,703 ........................72 
GREGORY - St. Joseph.........................16,791 ........................54 
HERMOSA - St. Michael .......................11,452 ........................22 
HILL CITY - St. Rose...............................11,960 ........................33 
HOT SPRINGS - St. Anthony ................25,376 ........................70 
INTERIOR - Holy Rosary .............................540...........................1 
ISABEL - St. Mary.....................................8,675 ........................12 
KADOKA - Our Lady Victory...................5,732 ........................14 
KENEL - Assump Bl Vir ...............................225...........................3 
KENNEBEC - St. Michael ........................1,734...........................5 
KEYSTONE - Lady Mt. Carmel ...............3,330 ........................10 

KYLE - Our Lady Sorrows ...........................250...........................1 
LAKESIDE - St. Margaret.........................1,175...........................5 
LEAD - St. Patrick...................................14,872 ........................53 
LEMMON - St. Mary..............................12,730 ........................50 
LOWER BRULE - St. Mary ..........................125...........................2 
MANDERSON - St. Agnes...........................50...........................1 
MARTIN - Our Lady Sacred Heart..........9,100 ........................35 
McINTOSH - St. Bonaventure.................3,205 ........................15 
McLAUGHLIN - St. Bernard....................3,368 ........................18 
MIDLAND - St. William............................3,520 ........................12 
MILESVILLE - St. Mary...........................16,832...........................8 
MISSION - St. Thomas..................................50...........................1 
MORRISTOWN - Sacred Heart ..............3,825 ........................11 
MUD BUTTE - St. Joseph...........................600...........................3 
MURDO - St. Martin ...................................335...........................5 
NEW UNDERWOOD - St. John .............4,420 ........................18 
NEWELL - St. Mary ..................................5,385 ........................23 
OGLALA - Our Lady of the Sioux..............100...........................1 
PARMELEE - St. Agnes...............................100...........................1 
PHILIP - Sacred Heart............................36,320 ........................40 
PIEDMONT - Our Lady of BH...............90,531 ......................164 
PINE RIDGE - Sacred Heart .......................150...........................2 
PORCUPINE - Christ King.......................2,500...........................2 
PRESHO - Christ the King.......................3,215 ........................17 
PROMISE - St. Catherine.........................2,225...........................3 
RALPH - St. Isidore......................................870...........................7 

RAPID CITY - Blessed Sacrament.......246,357 ......................348 
RAPID CITY - OLPH Cath ...................212,079 ......................327 
RAPID CITY - St. Therese......................82,737 ......................192 
RAPID CITY - Tridentine ..........................1,248...........................5 
RAPID CITY - St. Isaac Jogues..............18,878 ........................44 
RED OWL - St. Anthony..........................1,235...........................5 
RELIANCE - St. Mary ...............................1,685...........................5 
RIDGEVIEW - St. Joseph............................600...........................2 
SPEARFISH - St. Joseph.........................94215 ......................219 
ST FRANCIS - St. Charles........................3,725...........................3 
STURGIS - St. Francis.............................73,268 ......................142 
TIMBER LAKE - Holy Cross...................20,215 ........................32 
TRAIL CITY - Holy Rosary........................2,480...........................8 
UNASSIGNED........................................37,545 ........................76 
WALL - St. Patrick ....................................9,180 ........................26 
WANBLEE - St. Ignatius..............................650...........................3 
WATAUGA - St. Michael..........................1,880 ........................10 
WHITE HORSE - St. Therese...................1,000...........................1 
WHITE RIVER - Sac Heart........................3,000...........................9 
WINNER - Immac Conc. .......................19,641 ........................54 
Grand Total..................................................................$1,312,162....................................2644

Parish                                             $ Pledges      Participation Parish                                             $ Pledges      Participation Parish                                             $ Pledges      Participation

42% PASTORAL MINISTRIES 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Family Life, Youth Ministry, VSI, Tribunal,  
Native Concerns, Catholic Social Services, Pastoral Ministry Days,  
Priest Retreat, Clergy support, Presbyterial Council, Office of the Bishop. 

29% VOCATIONS 

Religious Education, Ministry Formation, Office of Permanent Deacons. 

13% ADMINISTRATION 
Chancery Operations,  

Parish Accounting,  
Safe Environment. 

11% DEVELOPMENT 
Annual Diocesan Appeal, Donor 

Programs, Grants to Parishes,  

Digital Fundraising,  

LTM Capital Campaign. 

5% COMMUNICATIONS 
West River Catholic, Social Media.

2022 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL
ear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 
I am happy to present you with this final report for the 2022 Annual  

Diocesan Appeal. This document provides an overview of how your financial 
gift provides the necessary support for our diocesan operations and the  
ministries that serve our parishes and the communities where they reside.  
Your investments in the dioceses, along with gifts from more than 2,600 donors, 
helped generate more than $1.3 million in pledges/donations and 23% total 
parishioner participation. These gifts are vital to supporting the diocesan  
ministries for our 75 parishes that serve the west river Catholic community. I am 
humbled and encouraged by your generosity and sacrifice.  
 
For all our priests, deacons, seminarians, ministry leaders, diocesan staff, and 
those who benefit from your generosity, I extend my deepest gratitude. Please 
continue to pray for me as your shepherd. I assure you of my prayers that you 
might “know the hope that belongs to the Lord’s call and the surpassing  
greatness of his power for those who believe” (Ephesians 1:18-19). 
 

    Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ, 
 
 
 

      Most Rev. Peter M. Muhich 
    Bishop of Rapid City

Total Household Participation

*As of 8/10/22
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In Your Prayers is designed to help us  
remember the birthdays, ordinations and 
death anniversaries of the clergy who serve 
us. Every effort has been made to have a 
complete list.  

October  
Birthdays: Oct. 9, Fr. Gregory Bartholomew, 
FSSP; Oct. 15, Fr. Tim Hoag; Oct. 21, Fr. 
Christianus Hendrick,SCJ; Oct. 27, Dcn. 
Richard Olsen; Oct. 28, Fr. Gary Oreshoski 
and Dcn. William White. 
Ordinations: Oct. 6, 2021, Fr. Gregory  
Bartholomew, FSSP; Oct. 8, 2020, Deacons  
Richard Olsen, Robert Hrabe, and William 
White; Oct. 14, 1998, Fr.Christianus  
Hendrick, SCJ; Oct. 24, Dcn. John Osnes; 
Oct. 25, Dcn. Paul Keller. 
Necrology: Oct. 6, 1973, Peter Kelly;  
Oct. 9, 2011, Brian Fawcett; Oct. 10, 1955, 
Harod Fuller, SJ; Oct. 13, 1954, William 
Connaughton; Oct. 14, 1906, Peter Rosen; 
Oct. 14, 1953, Godfrey Nau; Oct. 14, 1962, 
James Shannon; Oct. 14, 1967, Hubert 
McDonald; Oct. 14, 1988, Bernard Shanley; 
Oct. 14, 2013, Dcn. Ken Hill; Oct. 16, 1920, 
Aloysius Menne, SJ; Oct. 16, 1940, Bernard 
Strassmaier, OSB; Oct. 16, 1955, Joseph 
O’Connell; Oct. 16, 1982, William Renn, SJ; 
Oct. 17, 1907, James Gleeson, CSC;  
Oct. 18, 1997, Dcn. Reno Richards Oct. 21, 
1929, John Edgeworth; Oct. 23, 1942, Paul 
Kinney; Oct. 24, 1917, Charles Goergen; 
Oct. 24, 1975, George Stroh, SJ; Oct. 26, 
1921, Arthur Belknap; Oct. 26, 2009, 
David Orians; Oct. 27, 1947, Amandus  
Boelaars; Oct. 28, 1954, Eugene Buechel, 
SJ; Oct. 30, 1975, Robert Whiteside;  
Oct. 31, 1929, Henry Groethe, SJ. 

November 
Ordinations: Nov. 1, Dcn. Calvin Clifford  
Birthdays: Nov. 6, Fr. Jonathan Dillon;  
Nov. 8, Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek; Nov. 10,  
Fr. William Zandri and Fr. Peter Klink, SJ; 
Nov. 24, Fr. Janusz Korban and Dcn. Robert 
Grabel ; Nov. 25, Fr. Daniel Juelfs, Nov. 28, 
Dcn. John Osnes. 
Necrology: Nov. 1, 2005, Dcn. Lawrence 
Kocer; Nov. 4, 1955, Francis Guessen;  
Nov. 4, 1997, Joseph Sheehan, SJ; Nov. 7, 
1958, James Keller; Nov.  10, 1981, 
Thomas Healy;  Nov.  14, 2015, Dcn. 
Claude Sauer; Nov. 15, 1961, William 
Kingsley; Nov.  17, 1902, Michael Quinlan; 
Nov. 18, 1973, Michael Costigan; Nov. 20, 
1950, Louis O’Connor, SJ; Nov. 20, 1965,  
Eugene O’Connor; Nov  21, 1945, Berthold 
Brown, OSB; Nov 21, 1978, Ralph Villwock; 
Nov. 22, 1996, Christian Keeler, SJ; Nov. 
24, 1989, Patrick Igoe; Nov. 25, 2014, Dcn. 
Vern Rath; Nov. 28, 1915, Bishop John 
Stariha; Nov. 28, 2014, Peter Kovarik; Nov. 
29, 2003, Andrew Staricek; Nov. 29, 2006,  
William Pauly, SJ.   

In Your Prayers

September 25, Sunday 
Fall Festival and Roast Beef Dinner 

St. Therese the Little Flower, Rapid City(532 Adams Street) 
10:30 a.m.-1:30p.m. ~ $12 adults, $8 children ages 6-12 

Roast beef dinner, silent auction, bake sale,  
gift boutique, youth room, raffle, country store   

October 16, Sunday 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Bazaar 
St. Francis of Assisi Church, Sturgis  

(1049 Howard Street) ~ 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Dinner, games, cake walk. Knights yard sale Ot 14-16 

 

October 30, Sunday 
St. Joseph Church Fall Dinner 

St. Jospeh Church, Spearfish (844 N. 5th Street) 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. ~ $10 adults, $4 children ages 5-12 

Traditional turkey dinner, raffle, cake walk  
November 6, Sunday 

Mother Butler Community Center Bazaar 
(231 Knollwood Drive, Rapid City) ~ 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 

Food concessions, raffle, games.  
November 20, Sunday 

Fall Festival 
Our Lady of the Black Hills (12365 Sturgis Rd, Piedmont) 

10 a.m.-1 p.m. Turkey dinner and country store.
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May Our Lady, Queen of 
the Prairies, 

 who holds the wheat sheaf in her 
arms, symbolic of the Holy  
Eucharist, bring everyone to a 
deeper love, reverence, and joy in 
Our Lord's Real Presence in the 
Blessed Sacrament! We also pray 
that our deeper love of the holy 
Eucharist will be the fruitful seed 
Mary plants for fervent vocations 
to our Carmel of Mary!  

 
Carmel of Mary 

17765 78th Street SE,  
Wahperton, ND 58075 

carmelofmary.org  
carmelofmary@gmail.com 

Two women from the Diocese of Rapid 
City made their final vows as members of 
the Institute of Catholic missionary sisters 
known as the Servants of the Lord and the 
Virgin of Matará or Servidoras for short. 
The institute has sent many sisters to Totus 
Tuus, the diocesan summer camp for both 
boys and girls. The Servidoras Institute has 
both active missionaries and contemplative 
nuns.  

Both Sr. Poveri and Sr. Familiae a call to 
the contemplative branch, through which, 
by their life of prayer, penance and silence, 
they seek to prolong the Incarnation of 
Christ in the world through the evangeliza-
tion of the culture.  The Servidoras currently 
have 23 contemplative communities in 13 
countries.  Sr. Poveri is in residence at the 
Contemplative Community St. Edith Stein, 
at the Monastery of the Precious Blood in 
Brooklyn, NY and Sr. Familiae is a member 
of the Contemplative Community of the 
Patron Saints of Europe in L’Olleria, Va-
lencia, Spain (Video here:  
https://youtu.be/ckMCLSnPAh4). Each of 
the contemplative communities is entrusted 
with a particular prayer intention. The in-
tentions of their communities are for the 
Salvation of the Jewish People and the New 
Evangelization of Europe, respectively.  

The sisters profess four vows “in order to 
follow the Incarnate Word more inti-
mately.” Chastity: for the sake of the king-
dom of heaven. Poverty: manifesting that 
God is the only true wealth for man. Obe-
dience: even to death on the cross. And 
Marian Slavery as a total surrender to Mary 

to better serve Jesus Christ. At their profes-
sion, the sisters receive a wedding band and 
a crown of flowers and signed her Consti-
tution, which is the Rule of her religious 
order. 

Sr. Maria Madonna dei Poveri Julian, is 
the daughter of Amy and Joe Julian of Beu-

lah, Wyoming, who are parishioners at St.  
Joseph’s in Spearfish. 

Sr. Regina Familiae Wilhelmi, is the 
daughter of Suzanne and Terri Wilhelmi, 
who are parishioners of Our Lady of the 
Black Hills in Piedmont. 

Sr. Poveri, the newly professed, signs the formula of profession at the altar. (Courtesy photo)

Rapid City women profess final vows
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Back to School
Students from the Catholic schools in the diocese returned to the classroom 
in this fall. (Below) Rapid City Catholic School System students participated in 
all All System Back to School Mass with Bishop Peter Muhich, (right) students 
play a game at Sapa Un Academy, St. Francis Mission, and (below right) Red 

Cloud Indain School headed for 
the bus after the first day of 
school. We pray for all students 
who have returned to school, 
that they may grow in  
 knowledge, wisdom and virtue. 
(WRC and courtesy photos)

Black Hills State University  
814 King Street, Spearfish 

605-717-2582 l www.jacektcatholic.com  
newmanbhsu@gmail.com 

Mass Schedule:  
Sunday: 5p.m. Confessions, 6p.m. Mass  
Tue/Thu: 7p.m. Confessions, 8p.m. Mass  

SDSM&T Newman Center 
316 East Kansas City Street, Rapid City 

605-716-4130 
www.rcnewmancenter.com 

Frank Birkholt, Director 
frank@rcnewmancenter.org 

Hours: 8a.m.-10p.m. Monday-Friday;  
10a.m.-10p.m. Saturday-Sunday 
Mass Schedule: Sunday: 7p.m. 
Mon,Tue,Wed,Fri: Noon/Thur 7p.m. 
 

Chadron State College  
Newman House 

907 Main Street, Chadron, Neb. 
Amy Graham  l  308-432-3673 

Mass Schedule: Saturday 5:30 pm/  
Sunday 9a.m. Mass 
Confessions: Saturday 4p.m. 
Weekly gathering, meal, and Bible 
Study: Wednesday 5p.m.

Newman Center  
Mass times
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a missionary. 
What was your reaction to being assigned 
BSHU: I feel like my gifts are spending quality 
time with people and investing in people and 
being at a small campus where I can slow 
down and be more open with people is  
exciting.  
What are you looking forward to the most 
this year: I'm excited to be able to walk with 
the women and invite them into living life 
with Christ at the center and seeing what 
their lightbulb moment is. 
 
Kailey Garrett 
Hometown: Eugene, Oregon 
Number of years as a missionary: 1st year  
How did you become involved in FOCUS: I 
didn't really think I was going to be a  
missionary until I was close to graduating, 
and God was very clear that I needed to at 
least apply. I loved being able to serve the 
church through the Newman center and was 
very involved in the Catholic club that was on 
campus so I thought this seemed like 
another thing that I would love to do. Once I 
applied, I gave up what I wanted to do and 
let him work through me and I love it. 
What are you looking forward to the most 
this year: Helping the women on campus 
know how much God loves, knows, and cares 
for them. 
 

Read the full interviews at  
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/ 

focus-bhsu/

Sophia Sage 
Hometown: Royal Oaks,  
California 
Number of years as a  
missionary: 4  
How did you become in-
volved in FOCUS:  
I wanted to do mission 
work for a long time, but I 
didn’t know in what  
capacity. I thought about 
working in foreign mis-
sions for a while, but  
nothing was grabbing my 
attention. I was impressed 
by the way FOCUS put  
primacy on prayer where the other organiza-
tions didn’t do that. I was drawn by that and 
ended up applying. 
What was your reaction to returning to 
SDSM&T: I am excited to see the fruit of the 
foundations laid last year with different  
relationships, discipleship, and the general 
community. I think the Lord has a lot in store 
for this campus. I just want all of them to 
know Jesus.  
 
Molly Schmitz 
Hometown: Great Falls, Montana 
Number of years as a missionary: 1st year 
How did you become involved in FOCUS:  
I did a summer of mission work at a Catholic 
camp in Montana, and I realized I wanted to 
do  that on a longer term, not just over the 
summer. I was telling my friend about this 
desire that I had, and she said I should look 
into FOCUS. 
What are you looking forward to the most 
this year: I feel like God is calling me into 
this. I have that friend who did that for me 
and brought me into this, so I want to do that 
for others. 
 
Efrain Gonzalez-Ballesteros, Jr. 
Hometown: Storm Lake, Iowa 
Number of years as a missionary: 2 
How did you become involved in FOCUS:  
During my senior year in college, I met a 

FOCUS missionary before I came back  
practicing my Catholic faith. The Lord used 
him to bring me back to himself. After eight 
plus years, I encountered Jesus for the first 
time.  
What was your reaction to returning to 
SDSM&T: I wanted to be back to these guys, 
in this community, to start building and  
continue building the Lord’s work of fulfilling 
the great commission.  
 
Tanner Hoerter 
Hometown: Stevens Point, Wisconsin 
Serving at: SDSM&T 
Number of years as a missionary: 4 
How did you become involved in FOCUS: It 
was definitely the Holy Spirit working in me.  
I just told God, “Okay, if you want me to be a 
missionary, give me a job offer,” and now 
here I am.  
What was your reaction to your placement:  
I was excited to come to an engineering 
school because I graduated from  
engineering school myself. I can relate to the 
students at least on some level.  
What are you looking forward to the most 
this year: I'm really excited to be on a mis-
sion where I know I'm supposed to be and 
just see what the Lord has in store for me. 
 

Read the full interviews at  
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/ 

focus-sdsmt/

The Fellowship of Catholic University Stu-
dents, better known as FOCUS, are minister-
ing to college students on the South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology, Rapid City, 
and Black Hills State University, Spearfish, 
campuses. FOCUS was founded in 1998 and 
uses campus missionaries to invite college 
students into a growing relationship with 
Jesus Christ, equipping them for a lifetime of 
Christ-centered evangelization, discipleship 
and friendships in which they lead others to 
do the same. The goal is to have students 
take the skill, formation and encounters with 
Christ and share them for the rest of their 
lives. Missionaries are college graduates 
that range from newly graduated, to families, 
to adults who feel a call in their lives. 

 
Black Hills State University 

 
Andrew Noah 
Hometown: Spencer, Iowa 
Number of years with FOCUS: 5 
Can you speak to being a married  
missionary on campus: Within FOCUS, we 
talk a lot about preparing our students for 
leaving school and entering their lifelong 
mission, going into jobs, family, and home 
life while still living life on mission because 
we are all still called to that to some degree. 
I've been really excited to talk about still  
living the life on mission and how to do that 
by not necessarily always being here but 
being a good steward of the home. 
What are you looking forward to the most 
this year: For me, it's having a team here 
again. It's getting to create a culture here at 
the Newman center of making missionary 
disciples and a culture of ownership. Be able 
to do outreach and to go after the lost 
sheep. 
 
Sami Galuppo 
Hometown: Orange, California 
Number of years as a missionary: 1st year 
How did you become involved in FOCUS: 
Last summer I did some summer projects 
with FOCUS, and I was able to see the  
transformation in college students, and that 
was my driving force as to why I wanted to be 

September 2022
News happens all the time. To stay current on events in the Diocese of Rapid City  
subscribe to the weekly WRC Enews email. Just send your name and email address 
with the subject line “Subscribe” to Laurie Hallstrom at lhallstrom@diorc.org. 
Or use the easy QR code to go to the registration site.

KAILEY GARRETT, ANDREW NOAH, AND SAMI 
GALUPPO MOLLY SCHMITZ, EFRAIN GONZALEZ-BALLESTROS JR, TANNER 

HOERTER, AND SOPHIA SAGE

South Dakota School of Mines and Technology

FOCUS missionaries return to BHSU and SDSM&T for the 2022-2023 school year
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