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Bishop Peter Muhich ordains his first priest  
for the Rapid City Diocese 
Following the ordination of Fr. Joshua Lee on June 24, the priests in attendance 
posed for a group portrait to mark the occasion —  he is the first priest Bishop Peter 
Muhich has had the honor to ordain. (Front row left-right) Fr. Dan Juelfs, Fr. Edmund 
Yainao, SJ, Fr. Kerry Prendiville, Fr. Leo Hausmann, Bishop Peter Muhich, Fr. Joshua 
Lee, Fr. Tim Hoag, Fr. Mark McCormick, Fr. James Hoerter, and Msgr. Michael 
Woster. (Second row) Fr. Edward Vanorny, Fr. Collins Igwilo, Fr. Ron Garry, Fr. John 
Heying, Fr. Timothy Castor, Fr. Leonard Ssennyonjo, Fr. Tony Grossenburg, and  
Fr. Janusz Korban. (Third row) Fr. Adam Hofer, Fr. Gary Oreshoski, Fr. Mark Horn,  
Fr. Francis Nsubuga, Fr. Zane Pekron, Fr. Andrjez Wyrostek, Fr. Ed Witt, SJ, and  
Fr. Brian Christensen. (Back row) Fr. Brian Lane, Fr. Matt Fallgren, Fr. Jonathan Dil-
lon, Fr. Tyler Dennis, Fr. Kevin Achbach, Fr. Grant Gerlach, and Fr. John Paul Trask. 
(At left) Fr. Kerry Prendiville, pastor of St. Therese Church, Rapid City, where the Lee 
family are members; Bishop Muhich, Father Lee, and Fr. Mark McCormick, diocesan 
vocations director. (Johnny Sundby Photography) 



Our Holy Father, 
Pope Francis, has  
recently issued an 
apostolic letter on 
the liturgy entitled 
“Desiderio Desider-
avi” (“I have 
earnestly desired to 
eat this Passover 
with you”). It is a call 
to celebrate the 
liturgy reverently 
and with a renewed  
appreciation for the 
reforms of the  

Second Vatican Council and its  
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 
(Sacrosanctum Concilium).  

The apostolic letter is only 11,000 
words long in English and broken into 65 
numbered paragraphs. It is well worth the 
read and is addressed to bishops, priests, 
deacons, consecrated men and women, 
and the lay people. In other words, the 
whole people of God.  

Pope Francis wants to share “some  
reflections on the liturgy” with all the 
members of the church. He also states 
that his observations are not exhaustive, 
but he wants “to offer some prompts or 
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cues for reflections that can aid in the 
contemplation of the beauty and truth of 
the Christian celebration.” 

The Holy Father offers us a reflection 
on the Last Supper and proceeds to recall 
Vatican II’s impact on the liturgy. He  
emphasizes how the council helped us  
rediscover a theological understanding of 
the liturgy and its importance in the life of 
the church. He expresses his desire “to  
invite the whole church to rediscover, to 
safeguard, and to live the truth and power 
of the Christian celebration.” 

Pope Francis urges us to cultivate a 
sense of “astonishment at the paschal  

mystery” and allow that sense of  
astonishment to help us celebrate the  
profound nature of the Eucharist with 
deep reverence, mystery, and beauty. All of 
this is expressed in Vatican II’s Constitu-
tion on the Liturgy and its insights con-
tinue to need to be better implemented so 
that the beauty and truth of the reformed 
Mass can be truly experienced and  
appreciated. 

The Holy Father urges us to rediscover 
the presence of the Passover of the Lord 
at the heart of the Eucharist so that its 
power can reach our lives.  

He goes on to offer a reflection on the 

July 31, Sunday 
5:30 p.m. Mass/Dinner with  
Seminarians and Parents,  
Rapid City Newman Center  
August 1, Monday 
Priest-Seminarian Day   
August 3, Wednesday 
10 a.m. Sioux Spiritual Center Board Meeting, 
Sioux Spiritual Center   
August 4, Thursday 
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders Meeting, 
Chancery 
August 5, Friday 
6 p.m. VSI Year-end gathering, Terra Sancta  
August 6, Saturday 
7 p.m. Mass, Installation of Fr. Gerlach, pastor 
of Sacred Heart, Philip 
August 7, Sunday 
10:30 a.m. CT Mass, Installation of Fr. Pekron, 
pastor of Immaculate Conception, Winner   
August 9, Tuesday 
8:30 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass, Chancery 
Chapel 

Bishop Peter 
M. Muhich 
Diocese of  
Rapid City 
Exemplum  
Dedi Vobis  

‘I have given you  
an example’

‘Astonishment at the paschal mystery’
ars celebrandi or the “art of celebrating the 
Liturgy.” He urges us to avoid a “rubrical 
mechanism” and “imaginative — 
sometimes wild — creativity.” He exhorts 
us to celebrate the liturgy in its integrity 
with careful preparation and a renewed  
appreciation for the power of its symbolic  
language and gestures as well as its mo-
ments of silence. 

Pope Francis even goes on to give  
examples of negative models of presiding 
at the liturgy he has observed over the 
years. I especially urge our priests and  
deacons to read and reflect on his  
observations. They are good material for 
my attention as well. 

The timing of the apostolic letter is a 
gift for us now that we have entered into 
our three-year Eucharistic Revival in the 
United States. I encourage us all to  
rediscover the richness of the Mass of Paul 
VI and John Paul II so that we can be  
transformed by Christ’s real presence at its 
heart and the power of his passover from 
death to life. As we do so we will  
encounter once again the Lord and his 
earnest desire “to eat this passover” with us 
so that we, too, can pass over from death 
to the fullness of life.  

+Bishop Peter 

Pope Francis elevates the 
chalice as he celebrates Mass in 
Carpi, Italy, April 2, 2017. On 
June 29, 2022, the pope issued 
an apostolic letter insisting 
Catholics need to better under-
stand the liturgical reform of the 
Second Vatican Council and its 
goal on promoting the “full,  
conscious, active and fruitful  
celebration” of the Mass.  
(CNS photo/Alessandro Garo-
falo, Reuters)

Bishop’s Calendar 

Sunday, July 31— Wednesday, August 17 
(Subject to change without notice)

 August 11, Thursday 
2 p.m. Diocesan Review Board In-Service, 
Chancery  
August 13, Saturday 
5:30 p.m. Mass, Installation of Fr. Achbach,  
pastor of St. Joseph, Spearfish, 
 August 14, Sunday 
11 a.m. Black Elk Memorial Mass/Meal,  
St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City 
August 15, Monday 
5:30 p.m. Mass, Assumption of Our Lord, 
Cathedral  
 August 16, Tuesday 
8:15 a.m. Diocesan Investment 
 Committee Meeting, Chancery  
9 a.m. Diocesan Finance Council  
Meeting, Chancery  
August 17, Wednesday 
9 a.m. Mass for Servant of God Nicholas Black 
Elk, graveside rememberances and meal to  
follow.  

Catholic journalists urged to face media, 
church distrust head-on 

PORTLAND, Ore. (CNS) — Catholic journalists face a twofold lack of trust as  
reporters who cover the church, a Catholic theologian reminded them July 6 at the  
annual Catholic Media Conference in Portland. He urged them to find a way forward 
that brings Catholics together and also reaches out to the public at large with nuanced, 
not simply reactive, reporting and by providing necessary context, or the bigger picture, 
to their readers and viewers. Put another way: “Journalists and communicators have a 
role to play here, to let the eucharistic mystery of the church manifest itself for the life 
of the world,” said Timothy O’Malley, director of education at the McGrath Institute 
for Church Life at the University of Notre Dame.  

“The church is experiencing a crisis related to communications,” he said during  
his keynote address, adding that it can’t be solved by a new technique such as a better 
way to use Twitter or TikTok. It’s bigger than that because, he said, so many people 
think that “the church, along with a variety of other institutions, is no longer worth  
listening to.” O’Malley has seen this particularly in his work with college students, who 
he said for the most part have been “marginally Catholic to begin with.”  

He added that many also had a “benign indifference” to recent reports of clergy  
sexual abuse, “not because they were apathetic about sexual abuse” but because they just 
“didn’t care that much about the church.” 
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Correction: 
The May WRC inadvertantly leff off St. Francis of Assisi Parish in 
Sturgis among the places that Fr. Gary Oreshoski has served. 

New Faces
Diocese of Rapid City 

James Schaefers is the director of Facilities and Grounds for the 
Diocese of Rapid City. He will oversee maintenance at the Chancery 
and Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City. He is originally from 
Polo. His background is in construction and contracting sales. For the 
past four years he has worked as a parish facility manager and 
groundskeeper. He and his wife, Terri, are members of the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. He began at the Chancery on  
June 1. 

  
South Dakota Catholic Conference 

Michael G. Pauley is the new executive director of the South 
Dakota Catholic Conference — the official voice of the bishops of 
South Dakota on issues of public policy. He is from Eagle River, 
Alaska. He graduated from Georgetown University, School of Foreign 
Service, Washington, D.C., in 1989. He will be working in the Dio-
ceses of Rapid City and Sioux Falls and at the state capitol in Pierre. 
He and wife, Camille, and their family are members of Immaculate 
Conception Church, Rapid City. They moved here from the Seattle 
area. He started June 13 and has an office at the Chancery in Rapid 
City. 
 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center 

Jeff Slather, CWPC, is the new Head Chef at Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center. He is a professionally trained and Certified Chef by the  
industry standard, the American Culinary Federation. In addition to 
food preparation, he is interested in Bible studies and a wide variety 
of outdoor activities. 

  
 

Terra Sancta Retreat Center 
Theresa Sauer is the new Sous Chef at Terra Sancta Retreat Center. 

She is from Long Prairie, Minn. At the University of Mary in  
Bismarck, N.D., she earned a degree in Theology. After discerning  
religious life for several years and working at other jobs, she decided 
to make the move to Rapid City. She enjoys cooking and baking, as 
well as hiking and gardening. 

BY CAROLE BROWN 
 

In September of 2021, the Diocese of 
Rapid City began a new initiative to  
foster the art of spiritual accompaniment. 
With the guidance and support of the  
Alleluia School of Spiritual Direction in 
Augusta, Georgia, the diocese launched 
the three-year training program at the 
Sioux Spiritual Center. Nine students,  
including two priests, one deacon, one  
religious sister and five lay people spent 
two weeks together, gaining practical  
instruction, learning from the wisdom of 
the saints, praying and receiving spiritual 
direction, and sharing the fruits of their 
contemplation. 

This September there are an additional 
ten spaces available for new students who 
have discerned a possible charism for the 
ministry of spiritual direction. The course 
runs from September 11-24. If there is 

sufficient interest, program directors will 
open additional opportunities to take the 
course. The price of the program is $1400. 
Some scholarships are available for native 
students. Certification in Spiritual  
Direction is available upon completion of 
the program through the University of 
Mary in North Dakota. 

The process of applying for the  
program requires the student to provide 
several references and to complete a  
number of essay questions. It is expected 
that those applying for the program are in 
substantial agreement with the teaching of 
the Catholic Church. If interested in ap-
plying for admission to the Covenant 
School of Spiritual direction, please visit 
www.siouxspiritualcenter.org/covenant-
school-of-spiritual-direction. For more  
information, contact Carole Brown at 
cbrown@diorc.org, or Deacon Greg Sass 
at gsass@diorc.org.

Covenant School of Spiritual Direction  
Offers 10 new openings

There are openings for 
10 new students at the 
diocesan Covenant 
School of Spiritual  
Direction.  
Details below. 
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June 24, two weeks before Bishop Muhich’s 2nd anniversary (July 9) as 
shepherd of the Diocese of Rapid, he had the honor of ordaining  Fr. Joshua 
Lee. On the left is Deacon Josh Deters, a friend from Kendrick-Glennon 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., on the right is Deacon Greg Sass with Fr. Brian 
Christensen.  

Fr. Jim Hoerter, McLaughlin, vests the new priest, Fr. Joshua Lee. At right, 
Father Lee’s parents, Irene and Lucky Lee, Rapid City, brought up the vest-
ments and Fr. Brian Christensen, cathedral pastor.

Fr. Joshua Lee, center, assists Bishop Peter Muhich at the consecration dur-
ing the Eucharist at the ordination Mass. At left is Deacon Greg Sass, at 
right is Deacon Josh Deters and Fr. Kerry Prendiville.

The priest candidate symbolically lays down his life for the church. 

(Photos by Laurie Hallstrom)

Diocese of Rapid City 
First priestly ordination in three years!

Fr. James Mason, former  
President-Rector of Kenrick- 
Glennon Seminary, represented 
the seminary at the ordination. He 
is from the Diocese of Sioux Falls.
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
In “Returning to the Eucharist with Joy” we are choosing to carry Christ’s  

message into our daily lives and to be of service to others. Our diocese helps our 
people follow Jesus through over 20 outreach ministries, including youth events, 
marriage and family planning, family faith formation programs, grieving support, 
lay ministry formation and seminarian assistance. The Annual Diocesan Appeal 
(ADA’22) funds our diocesan ministries and the required operational support. We 
strive to be excellent stewards of each contribution entrusted to us. 

Our ministries aim to strengthen participants’ relationships with God and to 
guide, support and prepare our families to make better sense of current affairs and 
their influence on our lives. If you are struggling today, please know that you are 
not alone, and through Christ's love and your parish family’s support, you will 
find solutions to the challenges you are facing. 

I am deeply grateful to the faithful who support our ADA’22 and help bring 
Christ’s message of hope to many throughout the diocese. As I thank God for our 
generous stewards, I will keep you and your loved ones in my prayers. May your 
Catholic faith help you find your way through the challenges of your life. 

If you have not yet pledged or donated, I ask that you prayerfully consider  
participating in the ADA’22. Please reflect on the many blessings you and your 
family members have received from the Lord and his church. Then ask the  
Holy Spirit to reveal to you what the Lord is asking of you to of support the work 
of the church in our diocese this coming year. It is through your generosity that 
the church can effectively serve Christ’s children in western South Dakota. 

Thank you for your help, and may God bless you and your families!  
 

Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ, 
 
 
 
 

Most Rev. Peter M Muhich 
Bishop of Rapid City 
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BY SHAWNA HANSON 
In the May issue of the Bishop’s Bulletin, 

Bishop Donald DeGrood of Sioux Falls 
shares that as a child he accepted with faith 
the Catholic belief in Jesus’  True Presence 
in the Eucharist, but as he grew, he began 
to struggle with doubts “because before and 
after the eucharistic bread becomes the real 
presence of Jesus, it still looked, tasted and 
felt the same.” Bishop DeGrood describes 
a very common struggle. If a future bishop 
has these questions, should we be surprised 
when we or one of our loved ones does? 

However, God, in his goodness, does not 
abandon us in our questions and our doubts. 
In fact, he provides abundantly for us in 
many ways. By the grace given to us at our 
baptism, we have the supernatural virtue of 
faith which offers to us certitude in matters 
of faith. Over the centuries, he has provided 
great minds who have developed a deep in-
tellectual understanding of the truth of this 
faith based in reason, philosophy, and the-
ology which we can study and through 
which our faith is deepened. Lastly, he has 
provided many eucharistic miracles sprin-
kled throughout history which provide 
further evidence that the reality of the Eu-

charist is deeper than what our senses tell 
us.  

In the first years of the 21st Century, a 
young Italian, Blessed Carlos Acutis (see 
story above) set out to investigate and cata-
log the eucharistic miracles that have oc-
curred throughout the history of the church. 
In 2011, Earl Markley returned from Sun-
day Mass in Sioux Falls with a copy of the 
Our Sunday Visitor newspaper. As his wife 
made breakfast, he sat down to read it.  In 
it was the story of Blessed Carlos’ Eucha-
ristic Miracles Display. Earl said, “I didn’t 
even finish the article, I just got up and 
called the woman in the U.S. who was in 
charge of the images of the posters.”  The 
woman sent him a CD with the images and 
he and a few friends fundraised the money 
needed to have them professionally printed 
and mounted. Later that year, he and 
another friend, Jim Koenig began taking 
the exhibit to parishes in the Sioux Falls 
Diocese. Over the past 10 years, they have 
set up the display in 96 places and traveled 
more than 40,000 miles. They have been 
blessed to witness many occasions of God’s 
providence, seen many moved to tears and 
heard many testimonies from those who ex-

perience the exhibit. Earl and Jim bring the 
display to parishes at no cost, simply asking 
for room and board during their stay. They 
offer a presentation prior to opening the ex-
hibit and ask for a free-will offering to cover 
gas and maintenance expenses. Earl shared 
with me that he knows it isn’t his job to 
convince people of the reality of miracles, 
that’s the job of the Holy Spirit. “I just share 
with them that God keeps his promises, 
give a brief account of salvation history, and 
point out all the ways he has kept his prom-
ises.  Jesus promised us he would be with us 
always and he is. If I can open their minds 
and hearts to this reality, then the display 
really moves their hearts.”  

Parishes in western South Dakota inter-

ested in hosting the Eucharistic Miracles 
Display as part of their effort to encourage 
a greater devotion to Jesus present in the 
Eucharist have two ways to do that. The ca-
thedral acquired the posters in 2020 and, 
beginning in September, is willing to loan 
the display to parishes as part of our partici-
pation in the National Eucharistic Revival.  
Parishes interested in borrowing them 
should contact Mike Verville at: 
Verve5982@aol.com. Earl and Jim are also 
willing to travel to our diocese and bring 
their display to your parish. You can reserve 
a time with them by calling Earl at 605-
214-1620. When I spoke to him in mid-
June, they were booked through December 
of this year.  

BY SHAWNA HANSON 
 
“Jesus promised, ‘I will be with you until 

the end of time.’ He promised it, and he 
kept his promise.” Such was the faith of a 
young Italian boy, Carlos Acutis, born in 
London in 1991, but raised in Turin, Italy. 
Carlos was born into a well-to-do, secular 
Italian family. His parents rarely went to 
Mass. His mother admits that she was in 
church only for her first Communion, con-
firmation, and wedding. However, Carlos 
was drawn to Christ and his church from 
an early age. Even when he was quite small, 
he would ask to be taken to church. And he 
asked many other questions as well. His 
persistence and deep desire to be close to 
God not only led him, but also his family, 
into a close relationship with Christ. 

After receiving his first Communion at 
the age of 7, he never missed daily Mass. In 
addition, he made it a practice to stop be-
fore the tabernacle before or after Mass and 
spend some time in quiet prayer and ado-

ration. He also developed a close relation-
ship with Mary and was steadfast in praying 
the rosary daily and going to confession 
frequently.   

Carlos lived all of this in the midst of a 
very typical lifestyle of school, soccer, and 
video games. Carlos was gifted with com-
puters, with a depth of understanding about 
programming that went beyond his years.  
But he also enjoyed them as millions of 
other teens today do — as a tool to be used 
for schoolwork and as a platform for games. 
Although Carlos led a typical life, he did so 
in an extraordinary way. He was committed 
to growing in self-discipline and virtue and 
limited his video gaming to one hour per 
week, although he admitted that he wanted 
to play much more often. He had a great 
fondness for sweets and struggled to stay at 
a healthy weight.  He used these simple 
things as opportunities to master the art of 
self-control, and the virtue of temperance. 
He used to say, “What’s the use of winning 
1,000 battles if you can’t beat your own pas-

sions?”  
He was known for his kindness, defend-

ing those at school being bullied and serv-
ing often at a local homeless shelter.  He 
used his first savings to buy a sleeping bag 
for one homeless man that he often saw on 
his way to Mass. He perceived the dignity 
of all human beings and strived to see them 
as God sees them. He said, “We are born as 
originals, but many live as photocopies.” In 
order to live as the originals we were created 
to be Carlos would say, “our goal must be 
the infinite and not the finite. The infinity 
is our homeland. We are always expected in 
Heaven.” And how do we get there? Our 
compass must be the Word of God coupled 
with the sacraments and prayer. In particu-
lar, Carlos placed the Sacrament of the Eu-
charist at the center of his life and called it 
“my highway to Heaven.” 

At the age of 11, Carlos asked his par-
ents to take him to the sites of all the Eu-
charistic Miracles which had occurred over 
the centuries in Southern Europe. He spent 

four years traveling, photographing, and re-
searching these eucharistic miracles. He 
then compiled his pictures and writing on 
a website that he created. Upon his death 
from leukemia, Carlos’ Eucharistic Miracles 
Display became the property of the Vatican. 
His images are offered within a “virtual  
museum” on the website: and can be  
downloaded and printed as well. His 
mother says of his work, “Carlos was a seed, 
or rather, he planted a seed with this expo-
sition of eucharistic miracles,” to help the 
world believe. Carlos died on October 12, 
2006. He requested that he be buried in As-
sisi Italy because of his admiration for St. 
Francis. 

In 2018, he was declared venerable and 
in 2020, Pope Francis declared him blessed. 
Blessed Carlos is a patron of the National 
Eucharistic Revival — www.eucharistic 
revival.org — and a worthy role model for 
all young people, an ordinary teenager of 
our times who chose to live in an  
extraordinary way in and with Christ.  

Eucharistic miracles display available

Blessed Carlos lived his life in an extraordinary way 

Eucharistic Miracles Display at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, June 19.
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BY FR. MARK MCCORMICK 
VOCATIONS DIRECTOR 

It is great to be able to finally say Father 
Joshua Lee! Fr. Joshua was ordained a priest 
of Jesus Christ for the Diocese of Rapid 
City on the Solemnity of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus, June 24. His parents are 
Lucky and Irene Lee and his home parish 
is St. Therese of the Little Flower in Rapid 
City. 

His mother Irene said to me recently 
that it has been a long journey to the priest-
hood, not only for Fr. Joshua, but for them 
as well. This is true. Seminary formation is 
a long journey, but for those who desire to 
give their whole hearts and lives to Christ, 
it becomes the first steps in the journey of a 
lifetime, filled with amazing encounters and 
adventures. 

St. John Paul II, at World Youth Day in 
Santiago de Compostela said: “Discovering 
Christ, always again and always more fully, 
is the most wonderful adventure of our life.” 
St. John Paul II enjoyed high adrenaline  
activities such as downhill skiing. He was 
known as the “Daredevil of the Tatras,” a 
name he earned for his skills in taking on 
the slopes of Poland’s Tatra Mountains 
where he spent two weeks each winter.  
However, he often referred to the priest-
hood as his greatest adventure. He ad-
dressed  the young people in Italy in 1997: 
“With the passing of time, the most impor-
tant and beautiful thing for me is that I 
have been a priest for more than 50 years, 
because every day I can celebrate Holy 
Mass!” St. John Paul understood what a 
great privilege it is to celebrate the Mass 
and what a tremendous gift it is for priests 
and laity alike because for those whose 
hearts are open to it, the Mass becomes the 

source that leads us to the summit of life in 
Christ. The Mass leads us to and 
strengthens us for all other adventures of 
this life. 

On the morning of June 25, Fr. Joshua 
celebrated his first Mass and the greatest 
adventure of his life began. His life prior to 
that, the six years of seminary formation, 
were filled with many encounters, new dis-
coveries, and insights into his life now, after 
his definitive “Yes, I want to become an alter 
Christus — another Christ for God’s 
people” will have in it an even greater full-
ness — full of more encounters, discoveries, 
and insights. I am grateful for Father  
Joshua’s, “Yes!” 

Fr. Joshua is one of 419 men who will be 
ordained to the priesthood in the United 
States this year. Those 419 men who are 
ready for the greatest of adventures; offering 
the sacrifice of Jesus in the Eucharist, 
preaching the kerygma (the good news of 
Jesus), forgiving sins and reconciling people 
back to Christ and to his church, preparing 
the hearts of God’s people to encounter 
Christ in the sacraments and to become a 
spiritual father to God’s people. 

Does this sound like an adventure to 
you? Is it something that you would desire 
for your children and grandchildren? 
Clearly, not everyone does. In a 2022 
CARA survey, half of the candidates for or-
dination (48%) indicated that they were 
discouraged from considering the priest-
hood by one or more persons. One in four 
(26%) were discouraged from considering 
the priesthood by a friend or classmate. One 
in five (21%) were discouraged by family 
members, their mothers (16%), or their  
fathers (15%). 

I think one of the reasons family 

members, friends and coworkers discourage 
men from considering the priesthood is that 
they think that we will be alone and un-
happy as priests, which simply is not true. 
Contrary to popular media portrayals, 
Msgr. Stephen Rossetti finds that priests, as 
a group, are very happy men; they like the 
priesthood and are committed to it. In fact, 
92% say they are happy in their ministry, 
among the highest rate of satisfaction of 
any profession in the United States. (Why 
Priests are Happy: A Study of the Psycho-
logical and Spiritual Health of Priests by 
Stephen J. Rossetti) Sure, the priesthood is 
hard, challenging, and difficult at times, but 
when priests continue to say yes and give 
their hearts and lives to Christ, he provides 
and provides, abundantly for them. 

The CARA study shows that there are 
people who know the truth — that the life 
of a priest is a joyful one — because 90% of 
candidates reported being encouraged to 
consider the priesthood by someone in their 

lives. Seven in ten ordinands were encour-
aged by a parish priest (66%). Half were en-
couraged by a friend (48%). Two in five 
were encouraged by a parishioner (44%), by 
their  mother (36%), and their father (28%) 

While those encouraging outnumber 
those discouraging, just imagine the voca-
tion boom in our diocese if we as priests, 
moms and dads, family members, friends, 
and parishioners, would cast our nets wider 
by inviting more men to consider and dis-
cern the priesthood. While invitation plays 
a critical role in encouraging men to con-
sider the priesthood, what else was essential 
in these 419 men's lives: abundant oppor-
tunities in their parishes and homes for 
prayer! Seven in 10 ordinands participated 
in Eucharistic adoration (74%), and prayed 
the rosary (72%), on a regular basis before 
entering the seminary. Half attended prayer 
groups and Bible studies (46%). 

We can rejoice that this year we have 
three new men who have entered formation 
for our diocese. This brings our total to 12 
men discerning the priesthood for the Di-
ocese of Rapid City. Thank you, Jesus for 
these men’s courageous yeses to discerning 
this call! As we work together on the dioc-
esan strategic planning the reality is that we 
need more men to say “yes” to Jesus’ invita-
tion. Let us together cast our nets wider by 
lending our own voice to Christ who is cal-
ling young men in our parishes to his mis-
sion as priests. You and I can do this by 
inviting men in our homes and parishes to 
think about the amazing life that is the 
Catholic priesthood. 

Vocations: Casting our nets wider 

l Host the display, either as a parish, or together with nearby parishes by coordi-
nating with Mike Verville or Earl Markley in Sioux Falls (p 6). 

l Run the online virtual museum on a TV in your church or display the images 
one at a time on a TV or computer screen (http://www.miracolieucaristici.org/ 
galleria/en/galleria.html). Be sure to include some basic education on miracles in 
general, the collection of these miracles and the desire of Blessed Carlos Acutis to 
foster greater devotion to the Eucharist. 

l For those parishes that have color capable bulletins, the images could be put  
in as a full-page insert once a month as well — they can be printed in any size, with 
the same suggestions for catechesis stated above. 

 

Ways to share eucharistic miracles

The bishop anoints the new priest’s hands 
with sacred chrism oil. (WRC photo) 
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BY MARY ANN KOENIG 

I am a retired high school English 
teacher, but my favorite title is grandma. 
My husband Tony and I have four grown 
children and eight living grandchildren. We 
live on the family farm east of Fairfax. I was 
born and raised in Rapid City. I attended 
St. John the Evangelist grade school and St. 
Martin Academy back when its students 
were all girls. I received all my sacramental 
preparation in my home parish, Blessed 
Sacrament. In my retirement, I have taken 
on the job of Director of Religious Educa-
tion for the combined program that serves 
the parishes of St. Anthony, Fairfax and Im-
maculate Conception, Bonesteel. I have 
been a teacher in parish religious education 
for nearly 40 years.   

I joined Veritatis Splendor Institute in the 
fall of 2019. I had wanted to take the course, 
and it had been recommended to me by 
alumni, but until 2016 I was still teaching 
full time. I retired a bit early in no small part 
because we were expecting two new grand-

children in the fall of that year. In 2019 my 
mom died, and we lost a grandchild at six 
weeks old. When VSI blipped back on my 
radar that summer, I applied. Religious 
Education has become a bigger part of my 
life in retirement. Now that I’m the oldest 
catechist in the parishes I was being looked 
to for wisdom, and I didn’t feel very wise. It 
was time to take VSI. 

One of my biggest challenges in decid-
ing to apply was the 285-mile one-way 
drive to Rapid City. It’s not like I didn’t 
know the way, I had made many trips out 
for my mother in the last few years of her 
life. Once a month all year round just 
seemed like a lot, but valuable things cost. 
The only question was, would it be worth 
it? Absolutely!  

It is an integrated program for the for-
mation of Catholic witnesses that focuses 
not on just acquiring intellectual knowl-
edge, but on personal and spiritual develop-
ment. Graduates don’t try to wing it when 
it comes to questions about the faith. If we 

don’t know the answer, we know who or 
what to consult to find it. There is a network 
of teachers and fellow graduates that we can 
go to for help. VSI has equipped me to 
function as a Catholic in the culture around 
me, a culture more and more disagreeable, 
at times even hostile, to the Catholic faith. 
The confidence and support I have gained  
are some of the practical fruits of this  
experience. In addition, the emphasis on 
prayer and the spiritual life has given me a 
stable center from which to work and to 
which I may go for encouragement in my 
daily living of the Gospel. 

If you are considering applying to VSI, 
do it. If you aren’t, consider it seriously. If 
you are a parent, grandparent, godparent, 
aunt, or uncle, if you have any connection 
to the next generation of Catholics, take the 
course. If I regret anything about my time 
in VSI, it is that I didn’t do it sooner.  I do 
so wish I could have taken it when I was a 
young mom. I would have raised my chil-
dren and engaged with the world better. If 

you are wondering what you can do for the 
faith in these troubled times, VSI is one very 
good answer.  I came for one year and stayed 
for two more, and I would do it again in a 
heartbeat.  

I regret not doing it sooner: Experiencing the Splendor of Truth

Tony and Mary Ann Koenig with their  grand-
children. (Courtesy photo)
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 BY CAROLE BROWN 
  
In 1976, Louis Frieberg was preparing 

to retire, but he wondered what would 
happen to St. Patrick Catholic Church and 
its cemetery, located on his ranch. Given the 
remoteness of its location, he wondered 
who would take care of it? Once the prop-
erty was sold, would the church be turned 
into an animal shelter or granary? Who 
would keep the cows from walking through 
and over his parents’ graves?  

He decided to donate some acreage with 
the church and cemetery to the Diocese of 
Rapid City in the hope that it would be 
taken care of. On December 31, 1976, he 
signed the papers. 

In 1977 the diocese entrusted the stew-
ardship of the property to the Jesuits mis-
sionary priests to create a place for the 
formation of Native American Catholics. 
Construction of the 15-bedroom house 
began in the summer of 1977. It was big 
enough to be purposeful and small enough 
to be intimate. They named it “Makpiya na 
Maka Okogna,” which is Lakota for “Be-
tween Heaven and Earth.” It came to be 

known locally as “The Sioux Spiritual 
Center.” 

For 40 years, the Jesuits at the Sioux 
Spiritual Center devoted themselves to care 
for the special needs of Native American 
Catholics.The center became a 
wonderful place of respite 
and peace, far away 
from the stresses of 
daily life on the re-
servation. The Je-
suits also directed the 
diaconate and lay for-
mation programs for the 
diocese. 

In 2018, the Jesuits handed over the 
management of the center to the Diocese 
of Rapid City, and the board opened its use 
to non-native Catholics as well. Since that 
time, the Sioux Spiritual Center has been 
in a process of re-developing its ministry for 
a wider variety of purposes. It continues to 
host the native recovery retreats and the 
native cursillo (Canku Wakan: Holy Road) as 
well as native parish groups. The diaconate 
and lay formation groups of the diocese 
continue to use the center. New retreats 

have been added to the roster, such as inner 
healing prayer retreats, Life in the Spirit re-
treats, and Ignatian silent directed retreats. 
The Covenant School of Spiritual Direction 
was established there in 2021. It has be-

come discovered na-
tionally, known as a 

special place to 
go off-grid and 
truly encounter 
the Lord in 

sacred silence. 
In spite of its 

increased use, the 
center has been carrying an 

annual budget deficit of about $50k, neces-
sitating the establishment of an endowment 
to cover ongoing operating costs. A gener-
ous neighbor, Jimmy O’Grady, left part of 
his estate for an endowment with the West-
ern South Dakota Catholic Foundation. 
Bishop Muhich has asked the board to 
begin the process of building out the en-
dowment with an additional $1.2M dollars 
to add to this endowment to cover for the 
annual deficit. An internal feasibility study 
is being undertaken with the assistance of 
the Western South Dakota Catholic Foun-
dation. The objective is straightforward: re-
cruit generous Catholic families and 
individuals to offer a Planned or Deferred 
Gift that will evolve into a solid seven-fig-
ure endowment fund. 

Already, select board members have ex-
pressed their willingness to include the 
Sioux Spiritual Center in their estate plans 
with the potential of more than $300k in 
new capital support. All that is necessary to 
ensure the success of the effort is continued 
prayer and additional commitments from 
devout Catholics throughout the region. 
“The goal is attainable and realistic,” says 
Deacon Greg Sass, chairman of the devel-
opment board.  

This is a lofty goal, but the Sioux Spiri-
tual Center is a treasure worthy of such an 
effort.  To learn more about the project and 
the Sioux Spiritual Center, please visit the 
website at www.siouxspiritualcenter.org, or 
contact me, the director, Carole Brown, at 
cbrown@diorc.org. 

Treasure in the field  

Sioux Spiritual Center begins endowment campaign 

The Chancery will 
be closed  

September 5.
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Dr. Ross Johnson DDS, MSD 
 

www.orthodonticsblackhills.com 
2525 W Main St. Suite 206 

 Rapid City SD 57702

 
p: 605.663.4865 

info@orthodonticsblackhills.com

Traditional braces, clear aligners, 
TMJ, headaches, and migraine

Orthodontist

Quilted Blessings 
Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek, Piedmont, went to Poland in early June, and he delivered quilts 
and gifts on behalf of the Blessed Sacrament Church Quilting Group. His friend from 
seminary, Fr. Jacek Waligora is serving in the Ukraine. Father Waligora  presented the 
donations to displaced families in the Ukraine. They sent a message, “We are grateful 
to God for his mercy and to all who have made this gift possible. With prayers and grat-
itude.” To see the original web post from the quilters, go to: https://www.rapidcity 
diocese.org/quilt-for-ukraine/

Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
Philp Carlson, Brookings, coordinated the “Sleep in Heavenly Peace” project 

for the Knights of Columbus of South Dakota. Brother Knights from six councils 
shared in building and delivering 100 twin size beds for children on the Pine
Ridge Reservation. In addition, one of the wives and another’s daughter rolled
up their sleeves to pitch in. Sr. Barbara Bogenschutz, OP, Oglala, assisted the
Knights by taking requests and providing delivery instructions for the beds.
(She is pictured with the Knights above.) The children received beds, twin mat-
tresses, pillows, and sheets. Members of the Catholic Daughters provided
quilts. The KCs worked June 23-24 delivering the beds. While on the reserva-
tion, they also made a pilgrimage to the grave of Servant of God, Nicholas
Black Elk. 

On June 25, they coordinated efforts with Sacred Heart Parish, Pine Ridge,
to climb Black Elk Peak. Climbers took turns scaling the peak to pray for the
canonization of Black Elk. Fr. Edmund Yainao, SJ, Pine Ridge, and Fr. DeWayne
F. Kayser, from the Diocese of Sioux Falls, (KC chaplain) concelebrated an out-
door Mass.  



BY KATHY CORDES 
DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST 

Spaghetti dinners, springing from the 
Second Vatican Council of 1962,  just may 
have been the catalyst for Fr. Bill (Msgr. 
O’C) O’Connell and Bishop Dimmerling 
to become part of a team which established 
Rapid City’s disaster preparation after the 
1972 flood. Prior to this, they attended 
many of these dinners at area denomina-
tional  churches and, in turn, invited them 
to our catholic parishes.   

Msgr. O’C’s ability to befriend all 
people, no matter race, religion or status as 
he was fond of saying, was beneficial in 
bringing these ministerial friends to form 
the Rapid City committee, later named the 
Church Disaster Response. Looking at the 
ruins of this disastrous flood, Fr. Bill knew 
a community plan was needed.  

“Disaster is a graced moment when God 
touches us through the suffering of others 
and touches the victims through the com-
passion and care that our presence brings 
them,” Fr. Bill O’Connell was quoted as 
saying.  The CDR sought to meet the needs 
of those victims.  They met the first Sunday 
after the flood with the goal of establishing 
immediate and long term needs of all those 

touched by the flood. Housing, repairs, 
clothing, and food were on the top of the 
list for people. The fund creators also saw 
that a vision for the city needed to be estab-
lished and the greenway was envisioned and 
implemented around the city.   

“Rapid City had this unique cooperation 
of all our churches that came together,” said 
Jim Kinyon, executive director of Catholic 
Social Services. In the 1970s, this  coordi-
nation of services was unheard of and sent 
Fr. Bill further into national efforts across 
the U.S. His role was to help those cope 
with the spiritual and psychological aspects 
of a disaster.  

Jim remembers a poignant moment, 
“We saw Stan Adelstein, a devout Jewish 
man, and Fr. Bill walking into the school 
gym together. They were carrying blankets 
to those in need of warmth. We all stood in 
line to get hot food. I was proud of him, my 
church and my community. We all pulled 
together! Our community was much better 
off because of their friendship and con-
tinued work for our community.”  

Fr. Bill also saw that an imminent need 
to take care of the children and a common 
place for healing was needed.  As pieces of 
the “old” Storybook Island were found all 

over the county, people came together to 
put the pieces back together!  The Mother 
Butler Center was also re-established along 
with the rebuilding of St. Isaac Jogues 
church. Continuing Fr. Bill’s legacy, the di-
ocesan disaster committee is still active 
within Catholic Social Serves. The commit-
tee, along with Bishop Peter Muhich, Ki-
nyon and other volunteers is still active.  
“We strive to respond to a crisis just like the 
Good Samaritan,” said Kinyon. “We work 
with everyone with good will and aim to 
meet their basic needs.”   

According to Fr. Bill at the 40th com-
memoration, Memorial Park is a “place of 
awareness of life, of that disastrous day and 
a place of dreams and visions.” We cannot 
think of merely what was but we must think 
anew of what can be! We must face the 
challenge of today and remain beacons of 
hope into the unknown years ahead.”  

BY KATHY CORDES 
DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST 

Commemorating Catholic history of 
1972 Rapid City Flood 

 
“After he has suffered, he will see the light 

of life and be satisfied by his knowledge my 
righteous servant will justify many, and he 
will bear their iniquities.” Is 53:10-12 

 
Bishop Harold Dimmerling delivered 

this inspiring verse during his invocation at 
the memorial Mass one year after the dev-
astating Rapid City flood one year later.  

Fifty years later, we document the anni-
versary commemoration and the life chang-
ing events that occurred after that impacted 
us in the wake of this horrific flood.  

As the beginning of planning for the 
50th commemoration of the 1972 flood 
began, I discovered several cassette tapes of 

parishioners who had shared their stories of 
the events.  Some of these tapes were de-
stroyed, brittle and not salvageable.  I was 
remiss in not digitizing these cassette tapes 
earlier as their shelf life is only 15 months, 
provided they are stored correctly. The cas-
settes that I was able to listen to, I tran-
scribed into a written historical monologue. 
Sadly, no written description was cata-
logued so I do not know who was the mod-
erator of these interviews. A lot of daily 
newspapers were saved but they are not in 
great condition. I have encapsulated them 
in plastic sleeves along with acid free paper 
creating a time capsule of sorts of the 1972 
flood for our future Catholic history enthu-
siasts.    

It was then that I began to realize that 
our next generation would not understand 
the affects of the flood nor will there likely 
be any survivors left at the next commem-

oration event. As I began to document 
these testimonies, I saw the miracles and 
miraculous stories along with memories 
and became passionate in honoring our 
catholic ministries and good works.    

Notably, here we honor Fr. Francis Col-
lins, S,J who lost his life in the flood, Fr. 
Francis Berning, SJ, and Fr. Lawrence Ed-
wards, SJ, who “rode out” the flood and Fr. 
Richard Pates, SJ and all others who played 
pivotal roles in the aftermath.   

The Rapid City Catholic Church played 
a huge part in recovery from the loss, the 
devastation, the restoration as well as the 
graces that would follow. Smack in the 
middle of the disaster themselves it is re-
iterated time and again that our community 
rallied around and helped each other.  No 
matter race, religion or social status, our 
community knew what to do. We honor all 
the survivors who opened up their wounds 

and shared their testimonies. “I didn’t real-
ize I had PTSD until I visited one memo-
rial of the flood,” one testimonial recounts. 
“This haunts me to this day.”    

Msgr. (then Fr. Bill) William O’Connell 
(lovingly called ‘O’C’) who began the idea 
of the Church Disaster Response program, 
the vision that followed and relief that con-
tinues today. (See the following story below.)  

In remembrance, at the 20th commem-
oration, O’C recalls the “fleeting passage of 
life itself.” His memories included the mar-
athon of burials and learning that people 
deal with death in many different ways. He 
concluded, “We gratefully remember the 
gifts of those who died that day, in the si-
lence of our hearts we (continue to) pray for 
those who remain and ask God’s courage to 
continue to build a community of loving 
service.”    

Preserving our Catholic history — grace in the midst of tragedy 

We are called to be neighbors
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To see more 
stories on the flood,  

turn to pp. 12-13

Mystery Donor 
Then-Fr. William O’Connell was a driving 
force in the June 1972 Rapid City Flood  
recovery. He is shown with a major donor. 
When the Diocesan Archivist, Kathy Cordes, 
combed the historical records, she identified 
the donor as Mrs. Jensen. Cordes could not 
find her 1st name nor the name of the man 
holding the check. If some one has the  
missing information, please contact her at 
the Chancery office, 605-343-3541, or  
kcordes@diorc.org.
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No one has a complete copy of all the stories of tragedies, heroism or survivals for the June 9, 1972, 
Rapid City Flood. We do know 15” of rain fell in Rapid City in six hours. Canyon Lake Dam washed 
out sending a wall of water through the town and 268 people lost their lives. Diocesan Archivist, 
Kathy Cordes, has compiled a few of the stories of that terrible time.  
 
Patti (Flynn) Emerson 
“I was working at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral rectory in Rapid City when the flood hit. I 
was 17, my job was to help cook and serve meals for the priests and to answer the door. I was by my-
self, to say it was a “dark and stormy night” was the absolute truth. The doorbell started ringing and so 
many people were coming into the rectory. I started to be afraid as I was outnumbered. They were 
soaked and shivering, I tried to find blankets.” One of her jobs was to make sack lunches for people 
who were in need. She made many lunches that night. Afterwards, the cathedral became a Red Cross 
Shelter. “We made a list of people who were missing, and people who were calling, looking for their 
families; some were tourists. I could see refrigerated trucks bringing bodies to the Catholic school 
across the street. Before going out into the flood area we had to have tetanus shots.” 
  
Fr. Brian Lane 
On June 9, he was 11 years old, and he and his sister, Michaela, were staying at the family lodge in 
Silver City emptying buckets from leaks in the roof. They walked down to the bridge two blocks 
away. “We were amazed by the amount of water already flowing in the creek. It never concerned us 
that the bridge was a dangerous place to sit and watch the water rise,” he said.  Their parents had gone 
to Rapid City. They made it home the next day with tales of terrible destruction in Rapid City. “My 
dad spent many, many sad days meeting with his insurance clients who had lost everything,” he 
added. The Lane family had lent their Rapid City home to another family that had experienced a 
house fire earlier. What they salvaged from the fire was ruined when the Lane’s basement flooded. 
  
Bette Wermers (Deceased 1986) 
An archive tape Kathy Cordes found was recorded by a former cathedral Altar Society President, 
Betty Wermers. She recalled Msgr. William O’Connell asked her and Nancy Brady to prepare a 
breakfast when all they had on hand was hotdogs. “It was 48 hours before Nancy and I got home 

after that first day, we took turns sleeping,” she said. They were also asked to make 1,000 sandwiches 
to be helicoptered to Keystone. With the help of parishioners, they got the job done. She also re-
called Perpetual Help School (now St. Thomas More Middle School) was used to house Mennon-
ites who came to help from 12 providences. “They were heaven sent. Without fail, they prayed, 
laughed and sang each morning before breakfast at 6 a.m. Every night, they prayed for finding an-
other missing person. They were full of inspiration and warmth,” Wermers said. 
  
Father Lawrence Edwards 
Excerpt from an account found in the now defunct Rapid City Guide weekly newspaper. 
Father Edwards was serving at St. Isaac Jogues/Mother Butler Center. He stirred from his sleep and 
the house was rocking like a boat. “When I looked out the window, I found myself and the house 
floating down the river.” The house struck a concrete bridge mired in debris and the impact tore off 
the porch. “To escape,” said Father Edwards, “I had to get over this twisted porch roof, I had to 
jump for it. Once over this roof, I climbed over and through the rubble mound until I was in a good 
jumping position again for the necessary jump onto the bridge.” Since the streetlights were out, he 
credited drivers who parked their cars on the edge of the flood waters and shined their headlights 
on the bridge. Those lights enabled him to see where to jump.

Fr. Francis Collins, SJ   
He died June 9, one of the 238 victims who lost 
their lives in the 1972 Rapid City Flood. His 
body was found trapped between the kitchen 
stove and the sink. Apparently, he had gone 
there to turn off the gas main to prevent a fire.  
All indications are that the water came so 
quickly and with such force that he had no 
chance to escape. His funeral Mass was held at 
Holy Rosary Mission, Pine Ridge, with burial 
at   Mission Cemetery.

Fr. Dan Juelfs  
Friday, June 9, 1972, was a memorable day for the Juelfs 
family in Harding County. It was the day twenty-five-year-
old Dan was ordained a deacon at St. Isidore Church, 
Ralph. Unbeknownst to the people celebrating the ordina-
tion in northern South Dakota, the weather was quite dif-

ferent in the Black Hills that day. 
Bishop Harold Dimmerling, Fr. 
William O’Connell and Fr. 
Lawrence Welsh and a seminar-
ian tried to drive back to Rapid 
City, but only got as far as Box 
Elder Creek before they had to 
turn around and go back to Stur-
gis. In August 1972, Deacon 
Juelfs was assigned to Blessed 
Sacrament Parish. The parish was 
in the process of building a large 
parish center — not related to 

flood damage. They were holding religious education at 
Canyon Lake Methodist Church and at St. Martin 
Monastery. “There was concern the parishioners may not 
be ready for this endeavor because many were still recover-
ing from the flood,” he said. What impressed him was the 
parish council determined that building a hall was the sign 
of a hopeful future.

Carole Kling 
“I was 12 years old, and my family was spending the night at a campground. There was 
a row of cabins right next to a babbling brook. My dad was watching the news and he 
hollered, ‘I think we need to get out of here NOW!” We had to get to the big house — 
the owner was standing in the door yelling — there was a tree coming straight at us! 
My head was underwater — by the time we got there my dad was underwater. A trailer 
house went by going about 65 mph.” They spent a perilous night on the roof. Their car 
was washed away, and the family had to walk to town with mud up their knees. “We 
passed a little boy; his family was standing on their house foundation. My mom asked if 
they had someplace to go, and the boy said, “We lost my mom and dad,” she said.  

Sr. Lorane Coffin, OSB 
She and Sr. Eleanor Solon spent the day teaching vacation Bible school in Kadoka and returned to 
St. Isaac Jogues Church exhausted. They worked at St. Isaac Jogues at the time and lived in a second-
floor bedroom. When the flood hit, she recalled there was 44” of water on the first floor. There was a 
mobile home park behind the church property. “One mobile home floated up the triangle part of the 
roof at the back of the house and lodged itself there. An airman, his wife and young baby climbed in a 
second-floor window and stayed upstairs. The chapel was on the end of our building facing West 
Boulevard. We lit candles and put them in the windows so people could see that we were in the 
building.” 
 
The sisters were called to a funeral home to help identify bodies, but the bodies were swollen and dis-
torted, and the sisters could not do it. They recall the experience with horror. 
Sr. Eleanor Solon, OSB 
Remembering the night of the flood with Sr. Lorane, she said their cars floated down the street. 
Later, “I remember Fr. Francis Pates setting up short counselling sessions in his office. People were 
grieving the loss of Fr. Collins. One lady came up to me and told me she had lost her twin babies. 
They were swept away from her, and she couldn’t save them. She had not had the babies baptized and 
she was so scared they were going to hell. When it was her turn with Fr. Pates, he said that flood wa-
ters had baptized her babies and she would see them again!”

June 9, 1972 Rapid City  
flood remembrances

Fr. Francis Berning, SJ (Deceased 1992) 
 
Father Berning was a survivor of the June 9, 
1972 flood. He spent the night clinging to a light 
fixture and cupboards in the kitchen while his 
home washed downstream. He was a heavy 
smoker with emphysema. He claimed afterwards 
that he was cured of emphysema that night.

Before and 
after photos 
of St. Isaac 
Jogues  
Church and 
the Mother 
Butler Cen-
ter.   

(Above) The house where the Kling family clung to the roof all night. 
(Below) An early meeting of the Church Disaster Response Team.
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Join WSDCF for a great day of golf 

The 2022 Bishop’s Golf Classic will be held on Monday, September 19, at Arrow-
head Country Club. All proceeds benefit Catholic Social Services, Rapid City Catholic 
Schools System and the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation. 

Mario Rangel, Rapid City, has golfed regularly in the golf classics, “It’s great to get 
together to support these Catholic organizations in such a fun way,” he said. He also 
enjoys seeing the bishop and the priests who turn out for the tournament.  

Fr. Grant Gerlach, Philip, said, “I’ve always enjoyed golfing at this Classic, as it sup-
ports good Catholic entities and the golfing is a wonderful bonus, especially if there's 
multiple ‘birdie dances’ to be had!” 

Paul Quinn, executive director for the foundation, said, “This year there will be two 
flights of golf and a wonderful day with friends, food and Christian fellowship await. 
By reserving a spot early, you are guaranteeing a tee time that will meet your sched-
uling preference. We hope to count you as one of the 144 golfers!”  

Later in the day, golfers and guests are invited to enjoy dinner, entertainment, and 
trophy presentations for the individual and winning teams. Registration entitles golfers 
to green fees, a cart, and food. Arrowhead Country Club is also offering registrants a 
complimentary round of golf later following the tournament.  

Those interested in sponsoring a hole or contributing in other ways to supporting 
this tournament may contact Cheryl Hubbeling at 721-6843. 

@RapidCitydiorc @RapidCitydiorcDioceseofRapidCity

or online: www.rapidcitydiocese.org
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Opportunity to venerate  
Blessed Stanley Rother  

1st class relic

St. Therese the Little Flower Parish 
532 Adams St., Rapid City

You are invited to an evening of 
Prayer and Praise 

Thursday, July 28, 2022 
at 7 p.m. 

 
Come ask for prayer,  

ask for healing, 
 and the  

Sacrament of Penance

The shepherd cannot run at the first sign of danger.  
Pray for us that we may be a sign of the love of Christ for our 

people, that our presence among them will fortify them to endure 
these sufferings in preparation for the coming of the kingdom.  

 Bl. Stanley Rother 

On Dec. 1, 2016, Pope Francis officially recognized Father Rother as 
a martyr for the faith. He is the first martyr from the United States 
and the first U.S.-born priest to be beatified. The Rite of Beatification 
was held on Sept. 23, 2017, in Oklahoma City — an event attended 
by more than 20,000 people from around the world. His memorial is 
July 28, the day he died in 1981.

Celebration of Native Holy Men  
and Women 
Sunday, August 14: The parishes of Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and  
St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City, are joining the 
parish of Christ the King, Porcupine, for an 
inculturated Mass with Fr. Henry Sands, 
executive director of Black and Indian  
Missions, Washington, DC. Mass will be 
held at 5:30 p.m. at the cathedral. 
 
Nicholas Black Elk Mass 
Wednesday, August 17, the anniversary of 
the Diocese of Rapid City submitting doc-
umentation to support the canonization of 
Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk. Bishop 
Peter Muhich is the presider. Mass will be 

held at St. Agnes Church, Manderson at 
9 a.m. All are welcome. See page 17. 
 
Marriage Matters Retreat  
Saturday-Sunday, August 20-21 Refocus 
on the gift of family in our marriage as a 
path to God’s plan and unity. Catholic So-
cial Services, in partnership with Family 
Life Ministries, will present “Marriage 
Matters: A Weekend Retreat for Married 
Couples” at Terra Sancta Retreat Center. 
Previous participants overwhelmingly 
agree that the time spent together as a 
couple during this retreat is worth it!  Price 
per couple $230 and it includes all ses-
sions, materials, meals, snacks and lodg-
ing from breakfast Saturday through lunch 

Sunday. Optional early check-in on Friday, 
August 19 ($100 additional). Scholarships 
available.  Register on-line at  
http://terrasancta.org/MM22. Please reg-
ister before August 10. 
 
World Youth Day 
Next summer, July 28—August 7, 2023, 
the Diocese of Rapid City is hoping to lead 
a World Youth Day Pilgrimage for youth, 
young adults, and families. Join one of the 
following virtual informational meetings to 
answer your questions and learn more 
about this powerful event in the heart of 
the church by visiting our website and sub-
mitting your name through our WYD In-
quiry Form: 
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/wyd23. 
  
Job Openings________________________ 
Catholic Social Services Job Openings 
Outpatient Therapist: 
Signing Bonus. Master’s Degree required. 
$21-$30/hour – Full benefit package.  
Clinical Supervisor – Counseling: 
Signing Bonus. Minimum licensure CSW-
PIP or LPC-MH, licensed in South Dakota 
for 2+ years. Competitive salary and bene-
fits.  
Call: 605-348-6086. Email:  
css@cssrapidcity.com. 
  
Parish Accounting Manager – Full Time 
Position. The Diocese of Rapid City is look-
ing for a Parish Accounting Manager who 

can manage and oversee all aspects of 
the Parish Financial Service Office which 
provides financial services and financial 
reviews to several parishes throughout the 
diocese. This position provides education, 
guidance, and oversight for all parish inter-
nal control and financial tasks, and super-
vises parish accounting staff. The ideal 
candidate would oversee developing and 
managing the use of the diocesan and 
parish databases and collaboratively pro-
viding oversight, assistance, and educa-
tion to parishes and diocesan staff. The 
Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive 
salary and benefits package. For more in-
formation and a full job description visit 
our website at:  
rapidcitydiocese.org/employment. 
 
Rapid City Catholic Schools 2022-2023  
Food Service Director, School Counselor, 
HS Science Teacher, MS Social Studies 
Teacher, MS & ES Paraprofessionals, Cus-
todial & Maintenance Staff, Afterschool 
Childcare and Kitchen Staff. Call Molly at 
605-348-1477 or visit rccss.org-district-
employment opportunities.  
Substitute Teachers 
The Rapid City Catholic School System is 
offering Sub Orientation for new and re-
turning subs, Monday, Aug. 1 at St. Eliza-
beth Seton School, beginning at 8:30 a.m. 
Call Molly at 605-348-1477 or visit 
rccss.org-district-employment-opportuni 
ties.
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On February 24, 2022, the Diocesan Finance Council adopted a revised distribution pol-
icy on Permanently Restricted Funds.       

All gifts intended to be permanently restricted by the donor(s), will be placed in a  
Permanently Restricted Fund to earn Investment Income. All components of net investment 
income earned on these gifts will be available for distribution for the intended purposes 
specified by the donor(s), future changes of the distribution policy will be at the determina-
tion of the finance council.

Diocesan Distribution Policy Notice

Televised Mass 
Visit our website 

WWW.RAPIDCITYDIOCESE.ORG/TELEVISED-MASS 
for a list of online Masses and resources for at home prayer and study

Check with your parish for in-person Mass times

Listen to the homily on our website or on 
your favorite podcast player by searching 

Catholic Diocese of Rapid City! 

SATURDAY —  4 P.M. 
    NBC   21.1 
   ConnectCenter1   21.2 
SUNDAY —  7 A.M. 
    NBC   21.1 
SUNDAY —  10:30 A.M. 
   ConnectCenter1   21.2

DIOCESE OF  
SIOUX FALLS 
 
SATURDAY 
    3 p.m. MT/4 p.m. CT 
    YouTube 
SUNDAY 
   9 a.m. MT/10 a.m. CT 
   KELOLand TV (CBS)

ONLINE 
   nc1.tv/Mass 
   Twitter:  @Newscenter1 
   Facebook: KNBNNewscenter1 
     DioceseofRapidCity https://www.sfcatholic.org/tvmass/
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Word has been received that Fr. Johnny 
Klingler, SCJ, passed away on March 12. 

He was born in Patterson, N.J. 
In 1977, Father Klingler was named 

provincial superior of the U.S. Province for 
the Congregation of 
Priests of the Sacred 
Heart. He finished his 
second term in 1983, 
moved to the Rio 
Grande Valley, then 
found himself back in 
administration a year 
later when he was 
elected to the General 

Council in Rome. He was a general council 
from 1985-1991. 

In 1992 he was assigned to the 
Cheyenne River Reservation Pastoral Team 
based in Eagle Butte for a year. When asked 
of his proudest accomplishment, he talked 
about “building 30 homes on the reserva-
tion in five days with the help of Habitat 
for Humanity.” He was a significant part of 
the effort that got the national Habitat 
team, including President Jimmy Carter, to 
come to South Dakota for a home-building 
week. 

Obituary___________________

Sr. Phoebe Schwartze, 25th anniversary 
   On May 29, Sister Phoebe Schwartze, OSB, celebrated her twenty-
fifth anniversary of monastic vows with the Benedictine Sisters of Dick-
inson (formerly of Richardton). Her given name is Barbara. 
   Sr. Paula Larson, prioress presided at the Solemn Vespers at the 
former monastery chapel in Richardton. Sr. Paula said, “With her many 
innate gifts, she has continued to grow in her monastic life throughout 
her commitment.”  
   Before entering monastic life, Sr. Phoebe served on the Liturgy  
Committee at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.  

Fr. Janusz Korban 25th anniversary 
On June 13, Father Janusz Korban, Faith, celebrated his 25th anniversary of ordination. At 
the St. Joseph Church Parish Council and Finance Committee Meetings, a small surprise cele-
bration was held with the council members and some of their spouses. His ordination was 
unusual because the diocese was between bishops. Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of the 
Archdiocese of Denver and former Bishop of the Diocese of Rapid City came back to Rapid 
City to ordain Father Korban. (Courtesy photo) 

Fr. Johnny Klingler, SCJ, 86
served at Eagle Butte_____________________________

Open invitation to Nicholas Black 
Elk Anniversary Mass 
BY FR. JOSEPH DAOUST, SJ 

The annual anniversary Mass celebrating 
Nicholas Black Elk’s holy life will be held 
at St. Agnes Church in Manderson at 9 
a.m. on Wednesday, August 17. He was 
known around the Pine Ridge Reservation, 
as “Nick” and he died in his Manderson 
home on August 17, 1950. There will be 
ceremonies at his gravesite in St. Agnes 
Cemetery immediately following the Mass.  
Then the usual meal following native  
religious rituals will be offered to all.  

 Bishop Peter Muhich is the Mass  
celebrant, and he will be assisted by native  
deacons. All priests are welcome to concele-
brate. Catholics and others in the West 
River area are most welcome to attend this 
annual diocesan celebration, which began 
after (our previous shepherd) Bishop  
Robert Gruss sent the diocesan documen-
tation for Nicholas Black Elk’s canonization 
to the Vatican in 2019.  

Nicholas Black Elk is the first and only 
candidate for official canonization from the 
Diocese of Rapid City. For the last half of 
his life, he was a highly effective catechist, 
working with the Jesuits to bring the  
Catholic faith to the Lakota and other 
tribes of the plains. The Vatican Congrega-
tion for Causes of Saints is currently study-
ing the documentation sent in by the 
diocese regarding his holiness and public 
devotion to him.  He currently has the title 
“Servant of God.”  If the pope, after recom-
mendation from the Congregation, declares 
him“Venerable,” then after one miracle is 
proven to be through his intercession to 
God, he could become “Blessed,” and after 
a second such miracle, “Saint.” 

Black Elk (left) and Eagle Elk, Oglala S.D. c. 
1908. (Marquette University Archives, used by  
permission. 



18  WRC July  2022

W
el

co
m

e 
to

 O
ur

 L
or

d’
s 

Ta
bl

e

St. Rose of Lima, Hill City

St. Joseph, Faith

St. Anthony, Red Owl
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Black Hills
Piedmont

Our Lady of the Sioux, Oglala Sacred Heart, Dupree

St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis
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Blessed Sacrament, Rapid  City

St. Therese, White Horse

Immaculate Conception, Rapid City

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City
St. Therese the Little Flower, 

Rapid City

St. Isaac Jogues, 
 Rapid City

*Photos provided by  
parishes and parishioners
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 Adopt-A-Seminarian Collections 
 Fiscal Year 2021/2022 

Figures as of 7/11/22 
      

Parish           Parish Goals             Received
Belle Fourche (Spearfish)                                3,000.00 ...............................3,000.00 
Bonesteel (Gregory)                                         1,200.00 ..................................500.00  
Buffalo* (Bison, Ralph)                                        600.00 ..................................500.00 
Burke (Gregory)                                               1,000.00 ................................1,000.00 
Colome (Winner)                                              3,000.00 ............................... 2,997.00  
Custer (Hot Springs)                                        2,000.00 ...............................7,165.13  
Deadwood (Lead)                                            2,100.00 ................................2,100.00  
Eagle Butte* Bridger, Cherry Creek,  
   Dupree, Promise, Ridgeview, 
   Red Scaffold, White Horse                           2,000.00 ..................................373.50 
Fairfax (Gregory)                                              1,000.00 ..................................500.00 
Faith (Mud Butte, Red Owl)                             1,700.00 .......................................0.00  
Ft. Pierre                                                          5,000.00 ................................2,595.00  
Gregory* Bonesteel, Burke, Fairfax                 2,000.00 ...............................2,000.00  
Hermosa (Cathedral)                                          600.00 ...................................245.00 
Hill City* (Keystone)                                        3,000.00 ...............................3,000.00  
Hot Springs* Custer, Edgemont                       3,000.00 ...............................3,000.00 
Isabel (Timber Lake)                                           700.00 .......................................0.00 
Kenel (McLaughlin)                                          1,000.00 .......................................0.00  
Keystone (Isabel)                                             2,000.00 ...............................2,000.00  
Lead* Deadwood                                             5,700.00 ................................5,700.00 
Lemmon* (Morristown,  
   McIntosh, Watauga)                                      3,500.00 ................................4,150.00  
Lower Brule* Reliance, Kennebec)                  1,000.00 ......................................0.00  
Martin* Kadoka                                                   500.00 ..................................500.00 
McLaughlin (Bullhead, Kenel)                          2,000.00 .......................................0.00 
Midland (Philip)                                                   600.00 ...................................... 0.00  
Milesville** (Philip)                                              600.00 ...................................600.00 
Mission (St. Francis Mission parishes)               500.00 ......................................0.00  
New Underwood (RC St. Therese)                  1,000.00 ...............................1,000.00 
Newell (Sturgis)                                                1,500.00 .......................................0.00 
Parmalee                                                            400.00 .......................................0.00  
Philip* Midland, Milesville                                2,400.00 ................................2,400.00  
Piedmont                                                         6,000.00 ................................6,000.00  
Pine Ridge* Kyle, Manderson,  
   Oglala, Porcupine, Wanblee                         1,000.00 ......................................0.00  
Presho (Draper, Murdo)                                      400.00 ..................................500.00  
RC-Blessed Sacrament                                 20,000.00 ..............................20,000.00 
RC-OLPH Cathedral* Hermosa                     20,000.00 .............................21,137.63 
RC-ICC (Latin)                                                        0.00 .......................................0.00 
RC-St Isaac Jogues                                            500.00 ...................................500.00  
RC-St. Therese* New Underwood                12,000.00 .............................12,000.00 
Spearfish* Belle Fourche                                 7,700.00 ..............................14,139.76 
Sturgis (Newell)                                                5,500.00 ...............................5,500.00  
Timber Lake* Isabel, Trail City                         2,275.00 ...............................8,010.00 
Trail City                                                              525.00 .......................................0.00  
Wall* Lakeside                                                 2,000.00 ................................2,000.00  
White River, Sacred Heart                                  200.00 ...................................200.00 
Winner* Colome                                               7,500.00 ...............................3,020.00 
  
Total                                                           $140,200.00 ..........................$138,513.02

*Indicates main parish 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to the Adopt-A-Seminarian Fund.

Diocesan Seminarian Burses (as of 6/30/22) 
Only income from these donations is used to support diocesan seminarian education.

Appreciation is extended to Sacred Heart, White River, for contributing to the Ambur Burse,  
Michael Rovella for contributing to the Rovella Burse and the anonymous donor for contributing  
to the Scherer Burse.

LaCroix, Trude  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,000.00 
Lux, Peter & Gertrude  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
McManus, Lyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .450.00 
McManus, Mary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00 
McNaboe, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Meade, Fr. Cornelius  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,720.00 
Meyer, Dillen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Miller, Donald and Kathleen . . . . . . . . .1,380.00 
Morvay, Fr. Andrew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33,000.00 
Muldoon, Fr. Ralph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,375.00 
Nemec, Ed & Elizabeth  . . . . . . . . . . .50,000.00 
O’Connell, Msgr. William  . . . . . . . . . .23,000.00 
O’Doherty, Fr. Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800.00 
Padula, Fr. Dominic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,671.20 
Plante, Fr. Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93,055.92 
Prendiville Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,235.00 
Rath, Deacon Vern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,317.00 
Reedy, Camille  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .929.00 
Roach, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,346.00 
Rovella, Ann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,000.00 
Ruud, Donna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.00 
St. Anthony-Hot Springs  . . . . . . . . . . .3,547.72 
St. Francis of Assisi-Sturgis . . . . . . . . .9,922.55 
St. Joseph-Mud Butte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250.00 
St. Joseph-Scenic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,070.78 
St. Mary-Lemmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,371.00 
St. Mary-Newell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
St. Paul-Belle Fourche  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .750.00 
St. Therese-RC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,610.00 
Scherer, Fr. Gerald N.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,285.00 
Schofield, Mary Ellen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .600.00 
Sonn, Lorraine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80.00 
Szalay, Fr. Eugene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7,300.00 
Thompson, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . .265,584.63..
Tunnissen, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,400.00 
Vannix, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .115,866.98 
Welsh, Bishop Lawrence  . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Whiteside, Fr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,600.00 
Zacher, Catherine & Eugene  . . . . . . . .2,525.00 
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Kadoka  . . . . . . . . . . . .1,040.00 
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Midland  . . . . . . . . . . . . .790.00 
Other funds  
Leo “Pete” Berens Memorial Fund  . . .323,339.21 
Fr. Peter Kovarik Memorial Fund . . . .70,855.89

Ambur, Irene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,207.25 
Baden, Fr. Rober  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,000.00 
Baskerville, Doreen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,420.00 
Bell, John M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Berning, Fr. Francis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,105.00 
Bertrand, Howard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Bishop’s Burse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,708.72 
Blessed Virgin Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,517.00 
Bollinger Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41,136.19 
Bourassa, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00 
Budmayr, Minnie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,797.00 
Cahoy, Emil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Callahan, Mabel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19,750.00 
Carr, Harry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .915.25 
Caswell, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00 
Costigan, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . .35,836.67 
Cower, Fr. D. Craig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,625.00 
Cower, Robert H. & Blanche A.  . . .153,323.96 
Cower, Rod H.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,725.00 
Dauwen, Ray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Davies, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,000.00 
Decker, Maude Cower  . . . . . . . . . . . .4,000.00 
Deisch, Fr. Raymond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,155.00 
DeMers, Ray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300.00 
Dimmerling, Bishop Harold  . . . . . . . .43,836.14 
Diskin, Fr. William  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,316.28 
Donahoe, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .700.00 
Dosch, Pius and Jerome  . . . . . . . . . .40,000.00 
Doyle, Msgr. Arthur  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,375.00 
Drew, Msgr. Bernard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,488.00 
Dries, Theodore & Gretchen  . . . . . . .12,369.56 
Dube, Msgr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00 
Erhardt Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .335,496.56 
Falzone, Mauriece  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000.00 
Fencl, Fr. Leonard SJ.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Feuerbach, Msgr. Leo  . . . . . . . . . . . .80,289.53 
Garry, Russel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .950.00 
Gravel, Deacon Ed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,650.00 
Groell, Fr. John  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Healy, Msgr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,558.00 
Igoe, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,485.00 
Jones, Netta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Krebs, Ernest & Frank  . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00 
Krebs, Lewis & Abbie . . . . . . . . . . . . .52,076.06 

Anna Berens...................................................................................12,000.00 
Margaret Biggs .................................................................................1,000.00 
Fr. D. Craig Cower............................................................................8,550.00 
Anonymous..........................................................................................633.26 
Jerome and Pius Dosch .................................................................40,000.00 
Vern Johnson....................................................................................6,646..00 
Fr. Christopher Scadron ......................................................................380.00 
Emma Smith .....................................................................................1,000.00 
Hazel Smith ......................................................................................1,000.00 
Valades Family .................................................................................9,000.00 
Frank & Margaret Woster .................................................................2,531.00 

PRAA Board Chair Fr. Ron Garry 
For information on donating to PRAA Memorial Burse, contact  

Finance Manager Rick Soulek, 343-3541.

PRAA Memorial Burses 
Only income from these donations is used to support retired priests.
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In Your Prayers is designed to help us re-
member the birthdays, ordinations and 
death anniversaries of the clergy who serve 
us. Every effort has been made to have a 
complete list.  

August 
Ordinations: August 16, Dcn. Fred Tully;  
August 30, Dcn. Raul Daniel. 
 
Birthdays: August 6, Fr. Brian Christensen 
and Fr. Mark Horn; August 12, Fr. James 
Kubicki, SJ; August 17, Fr. Timothy Castor 
and Fr. James Lafontaine, SJ; August 24,  
Fr. Joseph Daoust, SJ, and Fr. Leonard 
Ssennyonjo.  
 
Necrology: August 1, 2017, Gerald Scherer; 
August 5, 1967, Francis Monighan;  
August 10, 1967, William Boyd; August 10, 
2005, Dcn. Albert Grant; August 12, 1950, 
Alfred Abler; August 14, 1961, William 
Parry, SJ; August 15, 1928, Leo Scherer, 
OSB; August 16, 1941, Silvester Lehmen, 
OSB; August 16, 1979, Martin Schlitz, SJ; 
August 19, 1936, John Hoey; August 19, 
1980, John Cowley; August 22, 1887,  
Patrick Colovin, CSC; August 22, 1996,  
Patrick O’Connor; August 24, 1966, John 
O’Hara; August 23, 2019, Dcn. Carl  
Orthman; August 24, 1997, Dcn. Roland 
Gravel; August 25, 1972, Cecil Folkins;  
August 29, 2015, William O’Connell;  
August 30, 1970, Michael Thompson;  
August 31, 1939, John Fitzgerald.  
 

September 
Ordinations: September 22, Dcn. Earl “Joe” 
Witte; September 29, Bishop Peter Muhich 
(priestly ordination). 
 
Birthdays: September 12, Fr. Adam Hofer; 
September 17, Dcn. Paul Keller;  
September 22, Dcn. Michael Curtin;  
September 28, Fr. James Hoerter.  
 
Necrology: September 2, 2009, Earl Kurth, 
SJ; September 4, 2009, John Birdsall;  
September 7, 1952, James Sweeney;  
September 9, 2016, Dcn. Thomas Lane; 
September 11, 1936, John Hanton;  
September 12, 2018, Robert Baden;  
September 14, 1954, Joseph Zimmerman, 
SJ; September 14, 1972, Bishop William 
McCarty; September 16, 1966, Hugo  
Eichenhofer; September 20, 1947, Michael 
Kelly; September 20, 1957, John Vigneron;  
September 21, 1949, Austin Bonner;  
September 21, 1987, Vincent Carty;  
September 22, 1997, Dcn. Francis Hairy 
Chin; September 23, 1951, Henry Kipp; 
September 25, Dcn. Theodore Knife;  
September 29, 1967, Francis Bell. 

In Your Prayers
BY JEANINE GERLACH 

St. John the Evangelist Church in Ft. 
Pierre hosted the Rapid City NPM Chap-
ter’s Summer 2022 meeting on June 11. 
Four sessions were given. First, Fr. Ron 
Garry led a presentation on “St. Charles de 
Foucauld — Conversion from Emptiness to 
Eucharistic Life.” Father Garry detailed 
Brother Charles’ compelling story in four 
parts, noting his service focused not on 
preaching the Gospel, but living it, loving 

people as they are, offering love and little 
acts of kindness to all. 

Sheila Schweitzer from Timber Lake 
gave a presentation on “Music in Rural Par-
ishes.”  Through her years in music ministry, 
Schweitzer explained she’s experienced 
working with choirs of all sizes, or having 
none at all. She shared various strategies, 
including:  1) utilize YouTube recordings to 
help your choir learn a song, 2) modify 
music to work better, 3) connect with local 

community choral groups, 4) re-
cruit students in local schools, 
and 5) utilize technology.  Mari-
anne Frein of Philip was the fea-
tured speaker in the chapter’s 
“Sage on Stage” series. With 30-
plus years in music education, 
Frein said that music has been a 
part of her life from an early age, 

noting she has served as organist in Philip 
since she was in 8th grade. She told of play-
ing organ with one hand while keeping the 
other hand on one of her kids, to keep them 
from falling over the railing in the choir 
loft. Frein shared some of the lessons 
learned during her years in ministry. These 
included: 1) serving the interests of the con-
gregation rather than your own interests. 2) 
gratitude for parish cantors, 3) appreciating 
encouragement from the congregation, 4) 
as well as the dedication and humility of our 
priests.   

Terry Schroeder from Rapid City facili-
tated a presentation on “Utilizing Music 
from Hymnals.” Using examples and ex-
periences from directing members of her 
choir, Schroeder led attendees through a 
large variety of hymns, rounds, and Psalms. 

Lessons learned: National Pastoral Musicians summer meeting 

Musicians from St. John the Evangelist Church lead  
morning prayer. (Courtesy photo) Visit the website www.npmrc.org. 
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What started out as a hobby of collect-
ing presidential autographs, turned into a 
papal passion for Duluth native, Father 
Richard Kunst. Through the years, his love 
of his faith propelled him to build what is 
believed to be the largest collection of 
papal artifacts outside of Rome. The full 
collection is staggering and includes rar-
ities connected to the papacy, canonized 
saints and notable individuals in history–
including Napoleon.   

 Father Kunst said, “For many people, 
this is the closest they will ever get to a 
pope, or the Vatican; it’s my belief that you 
cannot love what you know little about.” 
“The Papacy: A Living History,” a series 
about the collection and hosted by Father 
Kunst, aired for two seasons on EWTN. 

The collection includes: 
Cross from Mother Teresa’s Habit  
Relics of the True Cross owned by 

Pope Clement XI 
Many notable items from the life of 

Pope John Paul II 

Signed letter from Napoleon Bona
parte discussing his strategy for 
managing Pope Pius VII during 
his assault on the Papal States 

Items from Pope Francis to  
St. Victor I (189-199)  

A relic from the original chair of  
St. Peter himself 

Rare treasures from historic Conclaves 
and Swiss Guard  

 
The event will be held at the DECC, in 

Duluth, MN, August 19 – 21.  It will in-
clude more than 200 artifacts, presenta-
tions by Father Kunst, a Vatican store with 
memorabilia, a sponsors’ gala dinner at the 
Kitchi Gammi Club, and a VIP Evening 
at the DECC hosted by Mark Hall Pat-
ton, of the TV show, “Pawn Stars.” 

 Tickets can be purchased at vaticanun 
veiled.com. Group ticket packages are also 
available. If you have further questions,  
email: hello@vaticanunveiled.com or by 
calling 218-348-2268. 

Duluth Diocese holds  
Vatican display in August

Duluth native, Father Richard Kunst, will 
share his collection of rare items from the 
Vatican, August 19-21. (Courtesy photo)

Alexandra Cadotte 
wins Hubbeling 
Scholarship 

 The 2022 winner of 
the Ed and Janet Hubbel-
ing Scholarship is Alexan-
dra Cadotte. She is a 
graduating senior from 
St. Thomas More High 
School and will use the 
$1000 award to attend 
Grand Canyon University, 
Phoenix, Ariz., this fall. 
She is a member of St. Isaac Jogues Parish, 
Rapid City. The annual scholarship is admin-
istered by Court St. Rita #916, Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas. 

The next 
West River Catholic  

is mailed Sept. 20.  
Stay up to date by checking 

www.rapidcitydiocese/news.
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www.selectinternationaltours.com 
Select International Tours, Rita Dupres, 605-381-4988

2023: Fall — Italy, with Fr. Dan Juelfs 
2023: Fall — Mexico, Our Lady of Guadalupe,  

with Fr. Tyler Dennis 
 2023: World You Day — Fatima Portugal,  

July 28 to Aug 5, 2023.   
Where do you want to go — many other 

 destinations are available! 

June 27-July 1, Totus Tuus, Latin for “Totally 
Yours,” is the name of the diocesan summer 

camp for middle school and high 
school youth. This year’s camp for 
girls had 50 girls and seven reli-
gious orders participating.The 
theme was “Reconciled” which in-
vites campers to see God’s love in 
sending his Son, Jesus, to bring us 
back into communion with him. 
The girls listened to testimonies, 
played games, hiked, swam, rock 
climbed, and enjoyed s’mores and 
campfire songs with the sisters.

 
Totus Tuus Girls Camp

(Photos by 
Jacques  
Daniel)

Eucharistic Revival

(Above) The Eucharistic procession 
began after Mass at the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, June 
19. (Middle) Even youngsters  were 
in the procession. Jack McConnell 
is pictured keeping up with the 
older servers. (WRC photos by  
Laurie Hallstrom) (Right) Artist 
Randy Eckman visited the Black 
Hills in 2004. He was at the 
Needles Highway lookout when he 
noticed the thick trees looked like a 
mantle covering the mountains. He 
thought that the Blessed Mother 
has a mantle of spiritual protection 
that she places over her children 
who have a devotion to her. He 
asked at the Chancery if there was 
an Our Lady of the Black Hills 
statue or church authorized by the 
diocese and he was directed to 
Piedmont. He spoke with Fr. Mark 
McCormick, then-pastor, and asked 
about a statue. He drew a sketch 
and made it. A famous Cuban 
painter was in the Twin Cities at the 
time, Mario Fernandez, and he 
agreed to paint the statue for free. 
Father McCormick received and 
blessed the statue. The grotto for 
the statue was made by Bruce and 
Ermma Lehman (pictured). 
Members of OLBH Parish carried 
the statue in the procession.  
(Courtesy photo) See p. 24. 
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Taking Our Faith to the City 

The National Eucharistic Revival was launched June 19 on the Solemnity 
of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ, or the Feast of Corpus Christi. 
The Diocese of Rapid joined other dioceses in the United States with a 
Eucharistic procession that day. Bishop Peter Muhich began the obser-
vance with 3 p.m. Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Rapid City. The Rapid City Police Department provided an escort includ-
ing a 1967 Plymouth. Five hundred people walked from the cathedral to 
Memorial Park about 20 blocks away. At the park they were joined by 
100 more people for benediction with the bishop. The day concluded 
with a picnic served by area Knights of Columbus councils. The revival is 
a three-year mission by the United States Council of Catholic Bishops to 
“renew the church by enkindling a living relationship with the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the Holy Eucharist.”

WRC photo by Becky Berreth

Drone photo by Jacques Daniel

WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom — See more photos on p. 23 and at 
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/revival/.
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