


Question 
Would you like facts about Christian personali 

Q. I understand 
that the Army 
a n d  t h e  A i r  
F o r c e  h a v e  
women g e n e r- 
als . . . can you 
tell me whether 
the Navy has 
a n y  w o m e n  
o f comparable 

rank? Mrs. N.A., ~ i lmington ,  N.C. 

A. The Navy recently promoted 
Capt. Alene B. Duerk, head of the 
Navy Nurse Corps, to the rank of 
admiral. She is the first woman 
admiral in the Navy's 197-year his- 
tory. 

Q. I have a cousin who is a mission 
priest. He travels quite a bit and 
I was wondering whether he is 
still obliged to celebrate Mass 
while on the road? Miss K.S., Tope- 
ka, Ran. 

A. Priests are not obliged to offer 
Mass everyday. Most missionary 
priests, however, plan to offer 
Mass frequently during their trav- 
els. 

Q. Most of us have been greatly 
angered by the rash of airplane 
hijackings this year. Can you tell 
me if the official Church has spo- 
ken out on them? Mrs. H.G., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

A. In September 1970, Pope Paul 
called the hijacking of airplanes 
an "outrageous act of piracy" and 
the holding of hostages in such an 
act "inadmissible blackmail that 
must never be repeated." 

Q. We have been hearing a lot 
about general absolution lately. Is 
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it possible that it will be admin- 
istered to those attending Mass in 
the near future? S.S., Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

A. Sacramental absolution is pres- 
ently given without confession of 
sin only when confession is im- 
possible. An example would be a 
large number of soldiers moving 
into a combat situation. Persons so 
absolved, however, are required to 
confess in their next confession all 
mortal sins from which they were 
absolved. We have absolutely no 
information suggesting that gener- 
al absolution will be administered 
during Mass. 

Q. I understand 
that St. Louis 
Cardinal s t a r 
Joe Torre comes 
from a baseball 
family, and I 
heard recently 
that he has a 
sister who is a 
nun. Can you 

more there than grandmother's 
imagination. Can you help? Mrs. 
J.H., Los Angeles, Calif. 

A. Ancient Germanic mythology 
had it that the gods, Thor and 
Woden, influenced the weather. 
After their conversion to Christi- 
anity, however, the people invest- 
ed Sts. Peter and Paul with the 
weather-making functions of their 
deposed gods. St. Peter was looked 
upon as the instigator of bad 
weather; his bowling created the 
thunderstorms and shaking out his 
feather bed made it snow. The peo- 
ple then looked to St. Paul to per- 
suade St. Peter to modify his 
weather plans. 

Q. While watching a comedy show 
on TV, my husband will frequently 
jest, "He didn't get a laugh be- 
cause his gags would put a patron 
saint to sleep." My question then 
is: Do comedians actually have a 
patron saint? Mrs. D.O., Green 

affirm? R.S., Rockford, Ill. Bay, Wis. 

A. Yes, she is Sister Mary Mar- A. Yes, St. V ~ ~ U S  is the patron of 
guerite. She was a mother superior all comedians. 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Vir- 
gin Mary Convent in Ozone Park, Q. Our arch- 
Queens, N.Y., until the 1971-72 b i s h o p ,  John 
school year when she went to Cardinal Cody, 
Madrid to work for a master's de- celebrated h i s 
gree in Spanish. 25th year as a 

bishop this year. 

Q. When I was a youngster, I was Can you tell me 

fearful of thunderstorms. My when and where 

grandmother, however, would al- he was born? 

ways remark, "That's just St. Peter Mrs. A.H., Chi- 

bowling." When I heard another cago, lll. 
elderly neighbor come up with the A. Cardinal Cody was born on Dec. 
same phrase, I felt that there was 24, 1907, in St. Louis, Mo. 
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LETTERS 
Mission omission ". . . your article entitled "Mis- 
sion MobilityJ' in  the June issue 
didn't mention that the "Cavalry 
of  Christ" were Oblate mission- 
aries, mostly from France, who 
rode horseback through the Rio 
Grande Valley from 1841 to 1915 
. . . and that EXTENSION'S Motor 
Chapel St. Peter was used in the 
valley by the Oblates, about 1919- 
2 3 . .  ." 

Fr. James E. Noonan, O.M.I. 
Fletcher, Minnesota 

Spiritual insurance 
". . . enclosed is mg check for an 

EXTENSION Charitable Gift An- 
nuity . . . i n  this day when ex- 
penses for sickness and a nursing 
home confronts one, one must have 
faith and belief that our dear Lord 
will never be outdone in generosity, 
So I will consider this an insurance 
premium, also a way of showing m y  
thanks for all the graces and bless- 
ings given me . . . may God bless 
EXTENSION for all of its good 
work . . .= 

Mrs. Ann P. Oakes 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

Tireless efforts 
': . . I marvel at your tireless 

efforts, both i n  the field and 
through the splendid EXTENSION 
magazine, in behalf of our home 
missions . . . according to the pic- 
tures in EXTENSION, you thrive 
in your work . . . that was an ex- 
cellent report in the June issue 
on your latest annual meeting . . ." 

Rev. Msgr. J. J. Dalhoff 
LeMars, Iowa 

Fine magazine 
". . . we are sending the enclosed 

donation in honor of two upcoming 
feasts and ask to be remembered 
in your prayers . . . we feel gratejut 
to God and the Holy Mother and 
oar patron saints that we are still 
on our feet in spite of recent ill- 
nesses . . . we both wish to thank 
you for all of the information in 
your fine EXTENSION magazine. 
The story about the Holy Cross 
Brothers and their work is beau- 

tiful and we enjoyed learning about 
the missionaries who are minister- 
ing to the folks in Montana . . . 
God bless them all . . ." 

Julia and Ralph Butland 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

Disaster aid 
". . . Many, many thanks for your 

generous donation of $10,000 to 
relieve the sufferings of those af- 
flicted in the Logan-Man-Lorado 
area of West Virginia in the recent 
flood. . . money is the most helpful 
thing at the present time . . . the 
initial burst of sympathy brought. 
a plentiful supply of food and 
clothing but the most urgent need 

is housing, Mobile homes were 
moved in as the land 'was cleaned 
up, but there will be long months 
of rehabilitation before these peo- 
ple are settled and back to work. 
Besides the local pastor and two 
sisters who are permanently in the 
area, we have had two nursing 
sisters helping with inoculations 
and other medical aid, and a priest 
and two lagmen assisting the Red 
Cross in their efforts . . . OUT deep 
appreciation to you and all at 
EXTENSION for your unsolicited 
but most necessary help . . ." 

?Joseph W.  Hodges 
Bishop of Wheeling 
West Virginia 
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This sea of mud is actually the bed of Canyon Lake at  the western edge of Rapid City, S.D. There once was a dam-located 
at the bottom in this picture. Note that the water flow now ignores the concrete spillway at lower right. 
(Photo is one of ~everal provided by courtesy of the Rapid City Journal.) 

Rapid Creek Rampage 
For the 43,000 citizens of Rapid 

City, S.D., the June weekend be- 
gan with only a "40 percent 
chance of showers or thunder- 
storms." It ended with the most 
devastating flood in the state's 
history. 

The catastrophe was brought 
about by freak weather condi- 
tions which kept clouds hover- 
ing over the renowned (and nor- 
mally beneficent) Black Hills to 
the west of the city. 

The Black Hills Region annu- 

by Thomas L. Quigley 

ally attracts rnillons of people 
who camp out or drive through to 
gaze at the scenic panoramas, to 
view the area's unique geological 
features, and to marvel at the 
granite Presidential sculptures 
on Mount Rushmore. 

This yearly tourist traffic is the 
economic backbone for all the 
towns in the region, including 
Rapid City-a town of broad 
streets and attractive parks, and 
the second largest community in 
this prairie state. 

Among the streams draining 
the Black Hills area is Rapid 
Creek which winds down to the 
western edge of the city where it 
is dammed to create a 15-acre, 5- 
f oot-deep recreational lake. From 
Canyon Lake, the creek lazily 
meanders through the center of 
town. 

Early that June everting, rain 
began to fall in the hills, sending 
travelers and townspeople to 
shelter. And the rain continued 
falling-steadily and heavily. 
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Rapid Creek Rampage 

Down at Rapid City, the rain was 
still only a forecast. 

As rainwater pounded the 
hills, the runoff formed thou- 
sands of rivulets, which merged 
into running streams, which 
poured into the creeks, which 
became swollen and swift. 

Sporadic rain was now hitting 
the city, and weather experts 
predicted some creekside flood- 
ing. Routine flood warnings were 
issued. And Rapid Creek was ris- 
ing. 

Meanwhile, night embraced 
the Black Hills and ears were 
tuned to the torrential roar of 
water racing by. Downstream, 
authorities w e r e increasingly 
alarmed. Pressure was building 
up on Canyon Lake Dam. Water 
was running aver it. And through 
the city, Rapid Creek was run- 
ning fast and rising quickly. 

Upstream, tons of water were 
cascading into the canyons, 
causing mudslides, uprooting 
trees, sweeping up cars and 
demolishing homes. The mud, 
trees, cars and debris wgre 
hurtled into Canyon Lake and 
piled up against the dam. It was 
nearly 11 p.m. when the dam 
burst-releasing millions of gal- 
lons of water. And Rapid Creek 
was rampaging. 

With awesome violence, a wall 
of water ripped a four to eight- 
block swath through the heart 
of Rapid City. Telephane and 
electric lines were downed; 
homes, businesses and cars were 
smashed. 

Only lightning and eerie isles 
of fire from ruptured gas lines 
and propane tanks illuminated 
the hellish black night. And 
many people were killed. 

At dawn, the city's misery lay 
under a blanket of mud and a 
shroud of fog and drizzle. 

The known toll: 232 dead, 
about 1000 injured, thousands 
homeless; 700 dwellings and 500 
mobile homes destroyed, 1900 

buildings and 800 mobile homes 
damaged; some 5,000 vehicles 
wrecked; and about 80 blocks of 
roadway were torn up. 

Insurance officials state that 
only $13 million of the estimated 
$100 million in damage is recov- 
erable through insurance. 

Part of the flood's death and 
destruction hit the five-building 
complex known as the Mother 
Butler Indian Center--four miles 
downstream from Canyon Lake 
and just a stone's throw from 
Rapid Creek. 

Though the physical damage 
at Mother Butler was quite ex- 
tensive, the far greater tragedy 
was the death of Fr. Francis J. 
Collins, S.J., the Center's pastor 
-a loving missionary and be- 
loved friend to the South Dakota 
Sioux for nearly half a century. 

While Rapid Citians were still 
mourning their dead, they im- 
mediately had to begin provid- 
ing for the living. Naturally, the 
whole region had been declared 
a major disaster area and as- 
sistance flowed in from through- 
out the country. 

Federal and state relief agen- 
cies, the National Guard, the Red 
Cross and salvation Army-all 
rushed to aid the flood-stricken 
communities, 

Entire towns and countless 
thousands of individuals sent 
food, clothing, building materials 
and money in a remarkable and 
heart-warming example of broth- 
erhood and Christian concern. 

EXTENSION forwarded $10,- 
000 in emergency aid to Rapid 
City Bishop Harold J. Dimmer- 
ling; and many dioceses sent in 
special collections taken up to 
help the stunned flood victims. 

The bishop offered diocesan 
physical facilities for the recov- 
ery effort. A11 three city parishes 
served as Red Cross headquar- 
ters; St. Martin's Academy set up 
a day-care center; and the cathe- 
dral school became home far-200 
Mennonite Disaster Service vol- 
unteers, whose purpose is to 
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At St. Martin's Academy, left, the Benedictine Sisters set up 
a day-care center for Rapid City youngsters, so that parents would be 
free to concentrate their efforts on the massive task of "mucking-out." 

L A . .  

The flood hi t  hard at the Mother 
Butler Indian Center. Its pastor, 
Fr. Francis J. Collins, was 
found dead in third building 
from left. Steps at far left 
are all that remain of the 
rectory. Auto is one of the 
Center's two that were 
repairable. Two other 
cars were destroyed. 

I 
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Rapid Creek Rampage 

At far left, the tiny Black Hills stream passing through 
the recreational town of Keystone became a raging torrent 
and destroyed a newly-built motel. Of homes still standing, 
left and center, many were ripped open like cereal boxes. 
As seen at bottom center, after its chaotic rampage, the creek 
sometimes totally relocated its channel. Below, only a home's 
foundation, a few jars of preserves and a cooking pot endured. 
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Rapid Creek Rampage 

Receding floodwaters revealed the amazing sight, at left, where 
a chorus line of cars from an auto dealership were left stacked up 
in a bizarre game of leapfrog or an extreme example of diagonal 
parking. The other autos pictured illustrate the overwhelming 
destructiveness of the water. About 5,000 vehicles suffered similar fates. 
Picture at bottom right shows how selective the devastation was. Here, 
Rapid Creek deposited wreckage at the door of a home apparently untouched. 



High-water mark is quite visible on walls of St. Isaac Jogues Church, top photo. 
Confessionals were torn loose and dumped on pews. Above, Rapid City Chancellor, 
Fr. William J. O'Connell, examines sacristy, which was hi t  by a house trailer. 

Due to structural damage, church and trading post, right, must be tom down. 
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Rapid Creek Rampage 

demonstrate Christ's teachings 
through their service. 

The Mennonites p e r f o r m 
clean-up tasks and short-term re- 
pairs, A number of them joined 
with Mother Butler's staff, pa- 
rishioners and friends in the 
"mucking-out" operations at the 
Center. 

The Center had been estab- 
lished by the Rapid City Diocese 
in 1947 to aid the town's poor In- 
dian population. It was named in 
memory of the founder of Mary- 
mount College in Tarrytown, 
N.Y., whose alumni provided the 
original financial backing, 

Most of the people served by 
the Center are Sioux Indians 
who came up to the city from the 
state's huge reservstions at Pine 
Ridge and Rosebud. The reser- 
vations and the Center are mis- 
sions of the Jesuit Fathers, Wis- 
consin Province, 

The Daughters of the Heart of 
Mary also serve on the reserva- 
tions and, until last year, at 
Mother Butler. Now the Center is 
staffed by three Benedictine Sis- 
ters lrom St. Martin's Priory in 
Rapid City. 

The Center complex included 
a rectory, a 'trading post, St. 
Isaac Jogues Church, the Mother 
Butler social center, and a com- 
bination convent/clinic building. 
Several of the frame structures 
were old prairie churches that 
were moved in over' the years 
to meet expanding needs. 

The rectory-closest to the 
creek and at the lowest eleva- 
tion-was swept away and de- 
molished. The onrushing as- 
sault of water, mud and debris 
[including mobile homes] so 
severely ravaged the trading post 
and church, that they must now 
be torn down, 

Though waterlogged and mud- 
encrusted, both the social center 
and the convent/clinic are re- 
pairable. The Army Corps of 
Engineers estimated the struc- 

tural damage at $150,000. 
After learning the extent of 

the disaster, EXTENSION quick- 
ly responded with an additional 
grant of $25,000. Furthermore, 
the Society was instrumental in 
generating a $25,000 matching 
grant from a private foundation 
to the diocese for disaster relief. 

Considering the physical loss 
caused by the deluge, one real- 
izes that the human loss at Moth- 
er Butler could have been much 
greater. Because earlier that eve- 
ning, many people were in the 
center for a social conducted by 
Fr. Collins. Fortunately, the peo- 
ple left when it became apparent 
that "local basement-flooding" , 
was likely. 

Fr. Collins stayed late to do 
some work. His body was found 
by a parishioner the following 
morning under some debris in the 
kitchen. 

Besides tending to his people's 
spiritual needs, the heart of Fr. 
Collins' ministry was that kitch- 
en. From there, he would feed 
anyone who was hungry. From 
that building, he organized cloth- 
ing drives, social events, an anti- 
drug program and a Sioux bas- 
ketball league. 

His low-income Indian parish- 
ioners could get clothing at the 
trading post. They received free 
medical care at the conventlclin- 
ic, where a nurse was on duty 
full time, and a volunteer doctor 
visited weekly. 

The basement of this building 
was used for adult education 
courses, CCD classes and parish 
meetings. It was totally ruined. 
The first floor was inundated by 
41 inches of muddy water. But 
the second floor provided a 
haven for the sisters, who sur- 
vived the terrifying night un- 
harmed. 

"Water was everywhere, and 
our car floated away . . . up 
against the high concrete retain- 
ing wall for the highway which 
runs past our buildings well' 
above our ground level," com- 

What About 

Has it done its job? 
Was it originally purchased 
to protect a child now 
grown? A business now secure 
If so, 
it might be ready to help 
with God's work. Many such 
policies have put strength 
into the efforts of the 
American home missioners. 
How? 
By assigning it a new job 
through Extension. By making 
Extension its beneficiary, 
it can help support 
a mission priest or 
educate a needy seminarian 
or help build 
a mission chapel. 
While 
doing its new Christian work, 
it can help you too . . . in 
reducing taxes and other costs. 
Let us 
tell you more about it. Use 
the envelope with this issue 
to send for the free 
brochure "Giving 
Through Life Insurance." 
Do it 
now and give that old life 
insurance policy a 
new Christian job. 

The Catholic Church 
Extension Society 
1307 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago, lllino~s 
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Rapid Greek Rampage 

Fr. Lawrence Edwards, below, 
escaped from floating rectory. 

At right, he visits with the 
Mennonite Disaster volunteers who 

are housed at the cathedral school. 

mented Sr. Eleanor Solon. 
"We could see police on a sec- 

tion of the road that was above 
water; and we yelled that we 
were OK. We just stayed up- 
stairs all night. We could hear 
screaming from house trailers 
which had been tossed against 
the church and social center- 
but we couIdn't help. 

"After the water level dropped 
the next day, we still had eight 
inches of muddy soup on the 
first floor,"' she added, "and two 
of our four cars here were total 
losses." 

That night had been even 
more eventful down closer to the 
creek. There, Fr. Paul E. Stein- 
metz, a reservation missioner 

who was an overnight guest, 
managed to escape from the rec- 
tory. 

Also in the rectory that eve- 
ning was Fr. Lawrence E. Ed- 
wards, Fr. Collins' associate and 
a 28-year veteran among the 
Sioux. 

"Throughout the evening, I 
went down to the creek to check 

Fr. Richard Pates, who came up from the Rosebud Reservation to replace Fr. Collins, joins Sr. Eleanor Solon 
in taking a break from the grubby clean-up job. Note 41-inch watermark on conventlclinic walls. 

Local bakery sent free donuts for the staff and workers at  the center, right. 
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the water's height," related Fr. 
Edwards. "When Fr, Collins 
called over to the residence, I 
reported that the creek was ris- 
ing, but that I didn't think it was 
serious . . . so shortly afterwards, 
I went to bed. 

"I woke up 15 minutes later 
with the feeling that I was in a 
boat. I looked out the window- 

and I was in a boat!" 
The house was floating down 

the creek and towards the high- 
way bridge. 

"It was an odd scene . . . half 
a dozen house trailers were float- 
ing alongside, as if in convoy." 

After dressing quickly with 
what he could find in the dark, 
Fr. Edwards kicked out a win- 
dow to prepare for escape. As 
the rectory carried toward the 
highway, he found the situation 
deceptively calm-until he saw 
the trailers hitting the bridge and 
"folding like accordions." 

The house soon p l o w  e d 
against a mountain of debris al- 
ready buffeting the bridge. A 
trailer tore into the front porch 
-pukhing it up and away from 
Father's window. Using a piece 
of siding pried loose from the 
house as a platform, Fr. Ed- 
wards jumped to the porch roof. 

From that vantage point, he 
could see that the bridge was 
awash, but its railing was gleam- 
ingly visible. It was like spot- 
ting a moonlit breakwater from 
a stormy sea and knowing that 
shallower water and a safe har- 
bar lay beyond. 

He could also view the tangle 
of rubble below him being 
whipped about by the 45-mile- 
per-hour current while "a house 
trailer was chopping hunks off 
the bottom of the porch. If I 
slipped, I would have been 
crushed." 

Employing all the strength and 
agility a man his age has sup- 
posedly lost, the 66-year-old 
priest dropped down on a large 
timber in the midst of the rubble, 
and leaped for the railing. He 
landed on the roadway side-in 
a foot and a half of water-and 
was then able to walk to safety. 

He was alive and uninjured- 
thanks to his own courage, a 
good deal of luck, and the in- 
finite grace of God. 

When he returned to the Cen-. 
ter the following morning, the 
Indian parishioners were amazed 

Work 
for All Seasons 

Summer ends, and new plans take 
shape. But mission work,goes on 
and on. You can share in this work 
by sending your Mass intentions to 
Extension-especially if your own 
parish schedule i s  crowded and 
your pastor agrees. We will give 
your request to small, needy par- 
ishes where your offerings will be 
gratefully received and Mass will 
be offered promptly. 

If your church can't take care of 
your immediate needs for a 
Mass, send your intentions to: 
Extension, 1307 S. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago, Illinois 60605. 
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Rapid Creek Rampaw 

'' The building 
at right is 

both a convent 
and a free c1ini.c. 

Though it suffered 
considerable damage, 

it is repairable, as 
is the Mother Butler 

social center, seen below. 

Above, standing before the ruins of the rectory, Fr. William 
OIConnell comforts a tearful Indian parishioner whose 

family had close ties to Fr. Collins and the parish. 
In his hand, he held a rosary that Fr. Collins had 

given him. It was the only thing he saved from 
his home. Fr. Collins died in the social center, 

right, and was buried on the reservation. 
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that he was alive dough the 
rectory was gone. Later, both he 
and they were shocked and sad- 
dened to discover that Fr. Col- 
lins was dead. 

Many of the Indians (for 
whom Fr. Collins had lived his 
life) died with him. Statistics 
from Rapid City's chancellor, 
Fr. William J. O'Connell, show 
that less than 10  percent of the 
city's population is Indian; yet 
they suffered 25 percent of the 
fatalities. Their homes were the 
somewhat f 1 i m s y structures 
which once lined the banks of 
the once lazy creek. 

As he walked alongside that 
creek last month, Fr. O'Connell 
explained that due to the num- 
ber of deaths, individual funeral 
Masses were not conducted in 
Rapid City. And that all of those 
killed, regardless of their per- 
sonal wealth, had the same type 
of casket. 

Using station wagons and pick- 
up trucks, the Sioux transported 

their lost loved ones back home 
to the Pine Ridge Reservation- 
including Fr. Collins. There, 32 
priests concelebrated his funeral 
fu ass with Bishop Dimmerling. 
Hundreds of reservation Indians 
attended. And nearly 100 Rapid 
City Sioux traveled the 110 miles 
southeast to be there also. 

Fr. O'Connell tried to find 
words to express how the Sioux 
felt about their spiritual father. 
"One of them scribbled on a 
note at the Center, something 
like, 'He lived his life as his 
heart loved.' He really did love 
his people. He was a beautiful 
guy. 

"Fr. Collins was what I hall a 
'stale-donuts man.' If they ate 
stale donuts, so did he. If they 
drank two-day-old coffee, so 
did he." 

Fr. O'Connell's admiration for 
the lost missionary was echoed 
by everyone this writer met 
while in Rapid City-and when 
leaving. On the flight back to 

EXTENSION'S Chicago offices, 
a seatmate introduced herself as 
Mrs. Joyce Parsons of Rapid 
City. 

As the plane left the city be- 
hind, conversation uncovered a 
surprising coincidence - Mrs. 
Parsons had once worked at the 
Mother Butler Center for more 
than two years. She knew Fr. 
Collins well. 

"He was just full of love," she 
remarked. "He'd never let anyone 
go hungry; he'd just cook up 
something in that kitchen. He 
wodd always take time to stop 
and visit with 'you. He was a 
friend of everybody in Rapid 
City. His death just broke my 
heart." 

She turned to the window and 
looked out over the clouds. And 
then turned around and declared, 
"Anybody who didn't know Fr. 
Collins, missed something in this 
life." 

And then she turned back to 
the view, 

EXTENSION FUTURES PROGRAM 

To assist Extension's Board of Governors in planning fu- 
ture assistance to the neediest American home missions, 
I am pleased to indicate: 

17 1 have included Extension in my will. 

I would appreciate additional information about pro- 
viding for Extension in my estate plans. 

How easy is it to add Extension to my will with a 
codicil? 

'U 'Please arrange Po see me when you are in the area. 

Name Phone Number 

City State Zip Code 
P l a ~ c n  1l.n onrtneort nmctnairi ~ n x r a l n n m  tn rott~rn this nntlnnn 

I 
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Dormant 
tor 1700 years 

by Fr. Vincent 1. Giese 

I t  was decided at the II Vatican Council to 
restore the office of deacon in the Church as a 
permanent state after some 17 centuries of dis- 
use. 

The Council Fathers thought of the need for 
permanent deacons primarily in mission areas, 
which have a great priest shortage. They didn't 
fully envision the development of the perman- 
ent diaconate in large urban areas, like in the 
United States, where the diaconate has had 
perhaps i ts  most dramatic growth. 

This was made obvious in the Archdiocese 
of Chicago in June, when 114 men (most of 
them married) took the first solemn step to- 
ward becoming permanent deacons, as they 
received the sacred order of tonsure-which 
today, signifies formal acceptance into the 
clerical state. 

The men, of whom 28 are Spanish-speaking 
and 13 are black, will be ordained deacons in 
January, upon completion of a two-year, 
twice-weekly training program in theology 
and pastoral ministry. Most will serve as 
volunteer, part-time deacons in their local par- 
ishes. Some will work full time as religious ed- 
ucation directors or in diocesan agencies. 

The number of permanent deacons in the 
U.S. should quadruple following ordinations 
this summer and next winter. One hundred 
men will be ordained deacons this summer- 
more than doubling the number (72) now in 
this country. By February, the total is expected 
to top 300. Forty of the nation's 164 dioceses 
have permanent deacons or diaconate candi- 
dates. 

The role of deacon has been long identified 
by Catholics as a step toward the priesthood- 
not as a permanent function. Men aspiring to 
the priesthood progress through these stages 
to final ordination: minor orders (tonsure, 
acolyte, exorcist and lector) and major orders 
(subdeacon, deacon and priesthood). 

In their progress toward final ordination, the 
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diaconate confers most of the powers of the 
priesthood, short of celebrating Mass and ad- 
ministering Penance. Now, thanks to the II 
Vatican Council, men can become permanent 
deacons-without going on to the priesthood. 

Even more significant (and $ncouraged by 
the Church) is  that married men can become 
deacons. In this critical period i n  the Church, 
when there is a decline in voczitions to the 
priesthood and when there i s  great contro- 
versy over whether or not priests should be al- 
lowed to marry, the restoration of deacons 
opens up a whole new dimension of ministry. 

The Church is present in many types of com- 
munities-white, black, Mexican, Puerto Rican, 
ethnic-through priests and religious who are 
technically well-prepared for their work and 
who perform a real service for the people. Yet 
sending in outsiders is  not enough. 

At some point, each community must pro- 
duce its own ministers. It must assume respon- 
sibility for its own people. This is what the 
diaconal program is  all about-to identify lo- 
cal leaders, train them to be deacons, then as- 
sign them to their own areas to' serve: 

Outside of some specific sacramental, litur- 
gical or catechetical functions, the service of 
deacons will vary from community to commun- 
ity. Deacons will participate in the celebration 
of worship and the preaching of the Word of 
God. Beyond this, they wil l  be dedicated 
to building up the human family. 

The Church has always included Diakonia 
(service) as one of its essential qualities. 
Pope Paul VI emphasized the spirit of service 
characteristic of the deacon. He expressed the 
hope that "the Church will find in permanent 
deacons a new and pure example of that 
splendor of chaste behavior wrL!ch is rightly 
demanded by the sacred mir~~b::y, whether 
they remain celibate (single) 01 wilether they 
are given the order of the diacoll,i~; when they 
are already married and of matui.. uGe.'f 



INFORMATION BRIEFS 
CONSUMER A" index of 

INFORMATION ;:i::::d 
publications on how to 
buy, use, and take care of 
consumer products is now 
available from the General 
Services Administration. 
The index lists publica- 
tions dealing with appli- 
ances, autos, home finance, 
child care, clothing and 
fabrics, consumer protec- 
tion and education, food, 
health and environment, 
housing, landscaping and 
pest control, and other 
publications of consumer 
interest. The Consumer 
Product Information Index 
may be obtained free from: 
Consumer Product Infor- 
mation, Washington, D.C. 
20407. 

LOATHSOME Litter is 
LITTER 

everywhere. At 
Grand Canyon 

the retrieval of trash has 
become a means of training 
neophyte rangers. They 
rope-up like mountain 
climbers and drop over 
the canyon rim to pick up 
unsightly paper and cans 
and bottles from ledges. 
And on the Middle Fork of 
Idaho's Wild Salmon River, 
college students float 
with a special garbage 
raft every two weeks, 
picking up litter to be 
flown out by helicopters 
that bring in supplies for 
a fire-fighting crew. Nor 
does the offense stop with 
the eyes. Connecticut 
figures show 621 highway 
accidents caused in a 
three-year period when 
drivers swerved to avoid 

hitting something lying in 
the road. As for the 
types of litter, American 
ingenuity knows no limit. 
Crews cleaning up Texas 
roadsides have found a 
tombstone, an artificial 
leg, a doctor's fully- 
equipped satchel, a 
transistor radio (still 
playing) and a loaded 
revolver.--Ford Motor Co., 
3-72. 

DAMAGED The Acropolis 
in Athens, 

GREECE experts say, 
has suffered more damage 
to its marble in the last 
20 years from fume-filled 
air than it did from the 
ravages of climate in 25 
centuries.--Ed Blanche, 
Long Island Press, 
4-30-72. 

CONSCIENCE What is ' conscience? 
According to an interpre- 
tation known among Ari- 
zona Indians: "It's a 
little three-cornered 
thing in my heart that 
stands still when I am 
good, but when I am bad, 
it turns around a lot. If 
I keep on going wrong, 
soon the corners wear off 
and it does not hurt 
more. " 

LECITHIN One key Ob- jection to 
eggs is the type of fat 
they contain, but it is 
overlooked that they also 
contain lecithin--an emul- 
sifier--in considerable 
amounts. When you make . 
mayonnaise, it is the 
lecithin in the egg that 

emulsifies the <tiny glob- 
ules of oil so that they 
stay in suspension. Leci- 
thin by itself is, used in 
many commercial processes 
so that it will mix smooth- 
ly with other ingredients. 
It is now known that leci- 
thin prevents fats from 
accumulating in the body 
in such places as the walls 
of arteries.--Edna Gwil- 
lim, "The Much-Maligned 
Egg," Let's Live, 3-72.-- 
Quote Mag., 3-26-72. 

THE Here is what some 
countries do for 

HIGH the drunken 
(051 driver. AUSTRALIA : 

Names of drivers 
OF appear in the 
BOOZE local paper under 

the heading, I8He's 
drunk and in jail. " 
MALAYA: The drunk is 
jailed ; if married his 
wife goes too. SAN 
SALVADOR: Drunk drivers 
are executed by firing 
squad. SOUTH AFRICA: The 
driver is given a ten- 
year prison sentence, a 
fine of $2,800 or both. 
TURKEY: Drunk drivers are 
taken 20 miles away by 
police and forced to walk 
back under escort. 

uses 9, 

Someone has esti- 
mated that the 
average American 
450 quarts of milk 

during his lifetime. Along 
with that quantity of 
milk, he eats 150 cows, 
225 lambs, 26 sheep, 310 
hogs, 26 acres of grain 
and 50 acres of fruit and 
vegetables.--W.A. Ward, 
Quote Mag., 6-4-72. 
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