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A people of life

Peace be with you! Jesus uttered these words
as his first greeting to the disciples after the
violent experience of his passion and death on
the cross. It is hard to imagine the mixture of
excitement, confidence, and peace the disciples
must have felt seeing the risen Jesus in their
midst.
As Catholics, we are sent on a mission to bring
this peace of Christ to a culture of chaos, confusion, and death. These past days Christians have
been a target of violence and rage in the wake of
the news of the illegally leaked draft opinion
coming from the Supreme Court.
The reason the church has been a target is no
surprise. As God’s people, we have stood for the
dignity and sanctity of life from the very
beginning. As the culture in which the early
church grew became more and more violent,
those who proclaimed the good news of the resurrection saw their lives threatened by a culture of
death. It is certain that these words echoed in
those early Christian hearts “If the world hates
you, keep in mind that it hated me first.”
(Jn 15:18)
That has not deterred us from proclaiming the
Gospel of Life but also inspired us to reach out to
help those in need who find themselves in
difficult situations. The countless number of

Christians who have stepped in to be advocates
for children and women in need cannot be
ignored. Catholics have adopted babies, provided
for mothers in need, sheltered the homeless, and
provided care for the orphaned, widowed, and
elderly. We should be proud of the work we have
done to be a witness to the sanctity of life from
the moment of conception to a natural death!
One of the names that Satan is given in the
scriptures is “the father of lies” and so he is. Do
not be discouraged by the culture that falsely
accuses you of only caring for the unborn.
This issue of the West River Catholic is a small
testament to the fact that we care for mothers as
well as the lives of their unborn babies. We even
care for those who chose a path that finds them
now in need of forgiveness and healing. I hope
you read more about Walking with Moms in Need,
our diocesan Rachel’s Vineyard retreats, and the
many ways the Lord is at work in healing the
culture of death by your steadfast witness of life
and hope in the promise of the resurrection.
Continue to pray, continue to fast, and offer up
your sufferings and direct help to those in our
country who are most in need. Our Lady, Queen of
Peace, Comfort of the afflicted, and Help of
Christians, pray for us.
+ Bishop Peter Muhich

Jesus appears to the apostles.

Diocesan News

Family Life

Invitation to
Dcn. Josh Lee’s
priestly ordination

Rachel’s Vineyard
retreats bring healing
to post abortive
women and men

See page 3

What is God asking?
See page 7

See page 16

2 WRC

After retirement Honeycutt plans to help schools
BY LAURIE HALLSTROM
“God has presented opportunities and I
accepted,” said Barb Honeycutt, retiring superintendent of the Rapid City Catholic
School System which enrolls 724 students.
Her career as an educator began 50 years
ago as a kindergarten teacher in a rural Nebraska school. She followed that by teaching physical education and second grade. In
1993, her husband, Bill Honeycutt, a Lane
Furniture representative was given a choice
of markets to move up to.
“It was important that wherever we went
they had a Catholic school,” she said. Their
son, Pat, was a sophomore at the time. She
inquired by phone and learned about the
newly established St. Thomas More High
School. The development director was Janet
Propson who later became a close friend.
“She was a really good salesperson on the
phone,” said Honeycutt. “I was a little surprised when I got here.” The classrooms
were in the basement of what was National
American University (now the Hope Center on Kansas City, St.). The students ate
sack lunches on the college gymnasium
bleachers or sitting on the floor.
“A building is just a building. It still had
a great community and a great vision,” she
added recalling the families who were
working together to ensure their children
had the opportunity to attend a Catholic
high school. The Benedictine Sisters had recently closed their high school, St. Martin
Academy.
Propson encouraged Honeycutt to volunteer a lot. Eventually, Honeycutt was recruited to be the development director for
building a new high school building. Next,
in the “We Walk by Faith” campaign she
raised money for a new elementary school.
It allowed the Catholic schools to team up
with the Dioceses of Rapid City to purchase the St. Martin facility when the
Benedictine Sisters built a smaller residence.
The overcrowded St. Elizabeth Seton
building located across from the cathedral
housed a pre-school and grades K-8. The
new Terra Sancta building was divided into
a diocesan retreat center and a new school
space that is used for pre-school through
5th grades, taking the name St. Elizabeth
Seton School. The former Seton building
was remodeled for grades 6-8 and it became

St. Thomas More Middle School. The
schools were also part of the “Living the
Mission” campaign to build a new chancery,
two Newman Centers, and improve the
high school and middle school campus.
In addition to those fundraising campaigns, in the early 2000s she helped raise
money for an endowment fund for the
Rapid City Catholic School System. The
interest earned from that fund ensures
salaries and benefits for faculty and maintenance of school facilities.
From 1997 to 2006 she was the principal
of St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary. When
former Superintendent Richard Thompson
left the position, it was not filled for seven
years.
Honeycutt and STM high school Principal Wayne Sullivan covered the superintendent duties making certain the schools
were accredited with the state and Advanced Education,an independent accrediting agency. With enrollment increasing,
the school board decided the superintendent’s job needed a fulltime person. Honeycutt was hired for the job, and in 2006 she
took an office in STM high school. It was a
familiar space; she had used it for several
projects over the years.
As the world shut down in the spring of
2020 and many schools were forced to consider how to continue educating students,
Honeycutt and other administrators
worked together to get all the staff up to
speed teaching online following state and
national guidelines during the pandemic.
“There is never a dull moment in this
job,” she said.
She said retiring is bittersweet. She has
always worked; her family owned a restaurant when she was growing up. “I’m looking
forward to having more time with people I
love,” she said, adding her son’s family is 10
minutes down the road from her house and
citing the names of states her siblings live
in.
She knows the school development office has her on speed dial so they can recruit
her help expanding the endowment funds.
“I will continue to help the school in any
way I can, including substitute teaching. It
would be kind of fun to get back into the
classroom, that’s where it all started,” said
Honeycutt.
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Barb Honeycutt, retiring superintendent of the Rapid City Catholic School System and her
grandchildren at Seton School. (Photo by Jacques Daniel)
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Bishop’s Calendar
May 18-June 27
Subject to change without notice
May 18, Wednesday
8:30 a.m. Blessing for St. Thomas More
Senior Service Day, Rapid City
10 a.m. Sioux Spiritual Center Board Meeting, Chancery
3:45 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School Board
Executive Committee, Chancery
May 19, Thursday
10 a.m. Funeral for Fr. Michael Hight,
St. Therese Chuch
May 20, Friday
5 p.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting
6 p.m. CT Confirmation Mass, St. John the
Evangelist, Ft. Pierre
May 21, Saturday
5 p.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting &
6 p.m. CT Confirmation Mass, St. Martin,
Murdo
May 23-25, Monday-Wednesday
Annual Clergy Convocation, Terra Sancta
Retreat Center
May 24, Tuesday
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board
Meeting
May 25, Wednesday
Noon Priest Retirement and Aid Association/Pension Board Meeting, Terra Sancta
2:45 p.m. College of Consultors Meeting,
Terra Sancta
May 26, Thursday
8:15 a.m. Diocesan Investment Committee
Meeting, Chancery
9 a.m. Diocesan Finance Council Meeting,
Chancery
May 28, Saturday
6:30 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting &
7 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Joseph, Faith
May 29, Sunday
2 p.m. St. Thomas More High School
Graduation, Cathedral
May 30, Monday
Chancery Closed for Memorial Day

May 31, Tuesday
11:15 a.m. Mass, Duc in Altum Team,
Terra Sancta
June 2, Thursday
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders Meeting,
Chancery
June 3, Friday
5:30 p.m. Black Hills Homeschool
Graduation, Terra Sancta
June 5, Sunday
9 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting &
10 a.m. Confirmation Mass, All Saints,
Eagle Butte
June 7, Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass, Chancery
June 19, Sunday
3 p.m. Year of the Eucharistic Revival
Opening Mass, Cathedral
4:15 p.m. Eucharistic Procession, Rapid City
5:30 p.m. Picnic in the Park, Rapid City
June 22, Wednesday
11 a.m. Red Mass for the South Dakota
Bar Association, Cathedral
June 23, Thursday
9 a.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting,
Chancery
5 p.m. Holy Hour, preparation for Ordination,
Cathedral
June 24, Friday
11 a.m. Mass of Priestly Ordination,
Cathedral
June 25, Saturday
5 p.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting
6.m. CT Confirmation Mass, Sacred Heart,
White River
June 26, Sunday
10:30 a.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting
11:30 a.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Charles,
St. Francis
June 27, Monday
5:30 p.m. Cathedral Parish Feast Day Mass,
Cathedral
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Obituary

Fr. Michael Hight, 68______________________________________
Fr. Michael Hight, 68, passed away May
14 at Monument Health Rapid City Hospital. He and his twin brother, Mark, were
born May 1, 1954, in Rapid
City to Robert and Lorraine
(Clark) Hight.
He attended the University
of S.D., Vermillion, and Black
Hills State University, Spearfish.
He was a graduate of St. Paul
Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. January 18, 1982, he was ordained to
the priesthood for the Diocese
of Rapid City by Bishop Harold J. Dimmerling.
Following ordination, Father Hight
served as an associate pastor of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid
City. From 1982-1987 he served at St.
Michael Church, Kennebec, and St. Mary
Church, Reliance. From 1987 to 1989 he
served at St. Anthony Church, Buffalo, with
missions at Reva, Ralph, and Cox. From
1989-90 he assisted at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City; Christ the King
Church, Presho; and Sacred Heart Church,
Burke. In 1990 he was appointed parochial

R

administrator for the church in Presho and
the parishes of St. Michael Church, Kennebec; St. Anthony Church, Draper; and St.
Martin Church, Murdo. In 1999 he
returned to Rapid City as a senior
associate at the cathedral. In 2001
he was medically retired and went
to live at St. James Parish, Edgemont, and resided in the rectory. In
2003 he moved to Wall until his
death.
He is survived by his mother,
Lorraine; brothers Bob, Paul and
Pat Hight. He was preceded in death by his
father, Robert, and brother Mark.
Services for Father Hight will be at St.
Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid
City. Visitation will be Wednesday, May 18
from 5 – 7 p.m., with a wake beginning at
7 p.m. Mass of Christian Burial for Father
Hight will be held Thursday, May 19 at
10 am. Bishop Peter Muhich will be the
presider, Fr. Ron Garry will be the homilist
and priests of the diocese will concelebrate.
Burial will be at Mt. Calvary, Cemetery,
Rapid City.

ejoice with us!

With praise to God, the Almighty Father,
the Diocese of Rapid City
joyfully announces the Ordination of

Deacon Josh Lee
to the

Priesthood

of our Lord Jesus Christ conferred through the
imposition of hands and in Invocation of the Holy Spirit by

His Excellency the Most Reverend Peter M. Muhich

June 24, 2022, 11 a.m.
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
(520 Cathedral Dr., Rapid City)

Can’t attend in person?
Watch online at www.rapidcitydiocese.org
or at facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity
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Two Ugandan priests
to serve in diocese
The parishioners in western South Dakota will experience the universal nature of the Catholic Church once again.
From 2007 to 2017, two priests,
Fathers Godfrey Muwanga and John
Lule from Uganda served here. Now
Bishop Joseph Zziwa from the Diocese
of Kiyinda-Mityana in Uganda has sent
two new priests to work in the diocese.
In an agreement with Bishop Peter Muhich, Diocese of Rapid City, they will
serve as diocesan priests.
Fr. Leonard
Ssennyonjo is
assigned as a parochial vicar at the
Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City, and
St. Michael Church in
Hermosa. He was ordained in 1993. He
holds three bachelor’s degrees in
philosophy, theology, and business
administration/management. His ministries have included being an associate
pastor, father in-charge of schools,
teacher and bursar at a minor seminary, and chaplain at Mityana Prison.
Fr. Leonard also served as the treasurer
general for his diocese.
Fr. Francis Nsubuga
is assigned as a
parochial vicar at
St. Therese the Little
Flower Church,
Rapid City, and St.
John the Evangelist
Church, New Underwood. He was
ordained in 2009.
He holds bachelor’s degrees in philosophy and theology. He has served as an
associate pastor, father in-charge of
schools, as well as chair of the Board of
Governors for a senior secondary
school.
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Bishop Peter M. Muhich announces priest assignments effective July 1
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Msgr. Michael Woster is released from
assignment as pastor of the parishes of
St. Joseph in Spearfish and St. Paul in
Belle Fourche and placed on full retire
ment status.

Fr. Kevin Achbach is released from
assignment as pastor of the parishes of
Immaculate Conception in Winner,
St. Isidore in Colome and Our Lady of
Good Counsel in Wood and assigned as
Pastor of the Parishes of St. Joseph in
Spearfish and St. Paul Belle Fourche.

Fr. Gary Oreshoski is released from
assignment as pastor of the parishes of
Sacred Heart in Philip, St. William in
Midland and St. Mary in Milesville and
placed on full retirement status.

Fr. Zane Pekron is released from
assignment as parochial vicar of the
Parishes of St. Joseph in Spearfish and
St. Paul Belle Fourche and assigned as
pastor of the parishes of Immaculate
Conception in Winner, St. Isidore in
Colome and Our Lady of Good Counsel
in Wood.

Fr. Kerry Prendiville is assigned a
second term as pastor of the parishes of
St. Therese the Little Flower in Rapid
City and St. John the Evangelist in New
Underwood.

Fr. Grant Gerlach is released from
assignment as pastor of the parishes of
St. Anthony in Hot Springs, St. John in
Custer and St. James in Edgemont and
assigned as pastor of the parishes of
Sacred Heart in Philip, St. William in
Midland and St. Mary in Milesville.

Fr. John Heying is assigned a second
term as pastor of the parishes of Christ
the King in Presho,St. Martin in Murdo
and Sacred Heart in White River.

Fr. Collins Igwilo is released from
assignment as parochial vicar, Blessed
Sacrament Parish in Rapid City and
assigned as ppastor of the parishes of
St. Anthony in Hot Springs, St. John in
Custer and St. James in Edgemont.

Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek is assigned a
second term as pastor of Our Lady of
the Black Hills Parish in Piedmont.

@RapidCitydiorc

DioceseofRapidCity

or online: www.rapidcitydiocese.org
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The gift of priesthood — Msgr. Woster to retire after 40 years
BY BECKY BERRETH
“I am always aware that my priesthood
is a pure gift and I have done nothing to deserve it,” said Msgr. Michael Woster reflecting on his time as a diocesan priest. “I love
presiding at Mass and the sacraments. I
really like spiritual direction and counsel,
crisis counseling and marriage counseling
too. I love to help a person find a new beginning in life as God did for me.”
Msgr. Woster was ordained on June 11,
1982, by Bishop Harold Dimmerling and
was assigned as pastor of Our Lady of the
Sacred Heart, Martin with a mission at Batesland. Being assigned immediately as a
pastor meant he didn’t have the opportunity
to serve with a more established priest after
his ordination to learn the workings of a
parish.
“A priest’s first assignment as a pastor is
where he begins to put his stuff together
and learn how to be a priest the way God
wants him to be. Our skill sets, our talents
are all different,” he explained. “Normally
you spend time as an associate. You’ve got
someone there to guide you and teach you
what they can’t teach you in the seminary.”
Although he was never an associate, he
has had several newly ordained priests as associate pastors to mentor.

“It’s a great privilege to be able to be a
pastor with an associate pastor to continue
that mentoring that goes on, to help them
watch at least the way one pastor works,
knowing that they are going to learn and receive from you and then they will take that
and make it their own.” he said.
In 1985 he studied Canon Law in Canada and upon graduation became the
Chancellor and Judicial Vicar for the diocese along with parish assignments of St.
John the Evangelist, New Underwood and
auxiliary chaplain for Ellsworth Air Force
Base. In May of 1989 he was appointed
Vicar General, Judicial Vicar, and Moderator of the Curia until 2000.
“This was during the tenure of Bishop
Charles Chaput, and I served him in these
offices until he became Archbishop of Denver in February 1997. I was elected Diocesan Administrator by the priests and
oversaw the life and ministry of the diocese
until Bishop Cupich became our bishop in
July 1998,” he explained. “I loved my time
as administrator. It was one of the most enjoyable and satisfying times in my life.”
In 1998, he was appointed rector of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City, with a mission at Hermosa.
In 2004, Msgr. Woster was appointed

pastor of Immaculate Conception, Winner,
and oversaw his first major construction
project completed in 2010. The church was
emptied and remodeled. His second project
was building the Newman Center at Black
Hills State University.
“That was one of the biggest challenges
I’ve ever faced,” he said. “this is a relatively
small community and it was hard to do an
almost $4 million dollar project. I’m very
proud of the people and what they did here,
at St. Paul in Belle Fourche, and the people
in Newell. The people worked very, very
hard to make it possible. It took us five years
to do that,” said Msgr. Woster.
During the past 40 years as a diocesan
priest, he has served as the director for
many diocesan organizations including the
Rural Life, Catholic Social Services, and
Finance Committee. As part of a team of
diocesan and lay volunteers, he helped raise
the initial funds to start the Western South
Dakota Catholic Foundation and is currently the president of the WSDCF board.
He was given the honorary title of Monsignor by Pope John Paul II on March 27,
1995.
While he plans on reconnecting with
family when he he retires, there are several
things that he will miss about being a full-

time pastor.
“Holy Week was an emotional time for
me. I probably won’t preside over Good Friday & the Easter Vigil again. There will be
fewer baptisms, weddings, and funerals —
the bread and butter of the pastor’s ministry.
I will miss all these things very much,” he
said.

Msgr. Woster poses on motorcycle in front of
St. Joseph Church, Spearfish.
(Courtesy photo)
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Promoting dialogue, peace are pope’s priorities for Ukraine
BY CINDY WOODEN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE
ROME — In the face of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the ongoing war, Pope
Francis is being very careful to ensure that
he offers solidarity and hope to suffering
Ukrainians while not doing or saying anything to endanger a possibility for dialogue,
said Archbishop Paul R. Gallagher, the Vat-

ican foreign minister.
The archbishop, who will travel to Kyiv,
Ukraine, May 18, a trip rescheduled after he
tested positive for COVID-19, was interviewed May 12 on an Italian television
news program.
Asked about Pope Francis not condemning Russia and Russian President Vladimir Putin by name, the archbishop

Father Oreshoski retires
After 34 years, Fr.
Gary Oreshoski is retiring effective July 1.
Oreshoski was originally from Menominee, Michigan. He
graduated from the
U.S.
Air
Force
Academy in 1975 and
he flew B-52 aircraft.
Father Oreshoski is
also a graduate of St. Paul Seminary, St.
Paul, Minn. He was ordained a deacon by
the late-Bishop Harold J. Dimmering on
Nov. 27, 1987. He was ordained a priest by
Bishop Paul Dudley of Sioux Falls, June 9,
1988. The Diocese of Rapid City was a vacant see at that time due to the death of
Bishop Dimmering and the Bishop of

Sioux Falls came to Rapid City for the ordination. At the diocesan level he has served
on the Priest Retirement and Aid Association Pension Board, on the Presbyteral
Council, and the Spiritual Life Committee.
Fr. Oreshoski has served at:
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City
St. Paul Church, Belle Fourche, with
missions at Newell and Mud Butte
St. Joseph Church, Faith, and missions
at Red Owl and Plainview
St. Anthony Church, Buffalo, with missions at Reva, Ralph and Cox.
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City
Christ the King Church, Presho with
missions in Murdo and Draper
Sacred Heart Church, Philip with missions in Midland and Milesville.

responded: “The Holy Father is very sensitive about anything that could endanger the
principal objectives, which are dialogue and
peace.”
When the pope wondered aloud in an
interview if Putin launched the invasion because he felt “NATO’s barking at Russia’s
door,” he was not questioning the value of
NATO or any other alliance for peace and
security, “but it must be something proportionate,” Archbishop Gallagher said.
Furthermore, he said, “the pope is very
anxious, very concerned that we do not
enter into a new arms race,” even though
Ukraine has a right to self-defense, including with the assistance of other countries.
“We have before us a war that is more
dangerous than ever” because of Russia’s
nuclear arsenal, the archbishop added.
Russia’s war on Ukraine and other conflicts around the world, he said, make it
clear that the United Nations and other
multilateral organizations must be strengthened to favor peaceful resolution of conflicts
they were founded to promote.
“I think the large powers like the United
States and China, members of the (U.N.)
Security Council, have a very important role
at this time, and we must appeal to them to
fulfill their responsibilities with a deep sense
of morality and of urgency,” Archbishop
Gallagher said.

The archbishop said it is “undeniable
that there is a religious dimension” to the
conflict in Ukraine with “the tensions that
already existed between (Orthodox) Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (of Constantinople) and Patriarch Kirill of
Moscow” over the recognition of an independent Orthodox Church in Ukraine.
“In the context of war,” the tensions have
become “even stronger,” he said.
And, the fact that the Russian Orthodox
Church, like several other Orthodox
churches, is strongly identified with the nation makes it difficult for the church to criticize the government, the archbishop said.
But Pope Francis, he said, has emphasized several times his conviction that
church leaders must be “authentic pastors of
the people of God and promote peace.”
Still, the archbishop said, ecumenical relations with the Orthodox, both in Constantinople and Moscow, are among Pope
Francis’ “priorities,” but he decided to postpone plans to meet with Patriarch Kirill in
June “because conditions are not right.”
The pope, he said, does not want to do
anything to “worsen the situation” of the
suffering people of Ukraine.
In its diplomatic efforts, he said, the Vatican sees its “vocation” as “trying never to
take absolute sides but to create the space
for dialogue.

News
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God is asking you to share his gift of love
BY DCN. JOSH LEE
Over this past year I have been reflecting
on the goodness of God, in particular on his
gentle loving call to walk with him in
Christ’s priesthood. When I entered seminary, priesthood appeared like such a distant, far away goal that at times seemed as
if it would never happen. Just before my ordination to the diaconate last year it really
sank in that this is really, truly happening.
In prayer it hit me: “I have been called by
Christ and I am joining him in his ministerial priesthood! I’m about to be ordained
a deacon. This is crazy! This is real! This is
beautiful!” Over the last year I have spent a
fair amount of time unpacking the graces of
my ordination to the diaconate and prayerfully anticipating the graces that Christ desires to surprise me with and shower down
upon me in my ordination and throughout
the priesthood.
Over the past year, in fact over most of
my seminary career, I have noticed certain

worries or fears that have been present in
my heart. In prayer I realized that one of the
biggest fears that I have run up against is
that of change. When I leaned into what
“change” really meant, it came to me that
the greatest fear in change is that there is a
loss of what is familiar to me and that I will
be faced with many seeming unknowns.
With Christ, change is not that intimidating. In fact, that leads to precisely what I
look forward to most in the priesthood:
change.
When put in perspective what I am
most excited for is to grow closer to Christ
with the people that God has given me to
be with. I long to walk together with those
very people as they encounter Christ and
walk with Him. Encountering Christ as he
moves in my life, but also the lives of others
is thrilling. It calls to mind the disciple’s exclamation as they encountered Christ on
the road to Emmaus. “Did not our hearts
burn within us while he talked to us on the

road, while he opened to us the scriptures?”
(Lk 24:32) That growth and encounter is
change. One of the greatest forms of
change: the loss of the familiar former life
in exchange for the fantastic unknown in
my journey with Christ!
One thing that I have learned in seminary is that I can learn all kinds of information and methods but that is all worthless
if I never learned how to allow God to love

me and how to respond to that love. Seminary is a great place to respond to the question that God asks every person: “Will you
let me love you and will you share that love
with others?” If any man is pondering the
priesthood, I would encourage them to consider that question and how God is desiring
them to share his love with others. The
priesthood might just be the very way he is
asking you to share his gift of love.
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, St.
Louis , Mo., held graduation
Mass on May 14 in St. Joseph
Chapel. Dcn. Josh Lee (right) is
pictured with his classmate Dcn.
Mateo Salam from Belize. Since
Mateo had no family in the
United States, he was an
occasional guest of the Lee
family in Rapid City. (Courtesy
photo)

Exhibit of eucharistic miracles seeks to bolster faith in Real Presence

BY GABRIELLA PATTI
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE
FLAT ROCK, Mich. — In the year
1300, a priest was celebrating Mass in the
convent of O Cebreiro, Spain. Lacking
faith in the true presence of Jesus in the
sacrament, the priest nevertheless recited
the consecration prayers.
Suddenly, the host he held in his hand
turned into human flesh. Turning to the

cup, the priest, incredulous, noticed not
wine, but actual human blood. He fell in
adoration.
The incident, recognized by Pope Innocent VIII as the “Miracle of O Cebreiro,”
is one of hundreds of eucharistic miracles
in the Catholic Church’s history — incidents in which the supernatural reality of
Jesus’ body and blood in the Eucharist became powerfully and physically apparent.

Church teaching holds that the Eucharist is the “source and summit” of the
Catholic faith. However, a 2019 Pew Research Center study found that only onethird of Catholics believe in the Real
Presence in the Eucharist.
In response, the U.S.
Conference of Catholic
Bishops is launching a
three-year National
Eucharistic Revival in
June in order to see “a
movement of Catholics
across the United
States, healed, converted, formed and unified by an encounter with Jesus in the
Eucharist — and sent out in mission ‘for
the life of the world.’”
Meanwhile, a small apostolate in
Michigan has been educating Catholics
on the Real Presence since 2007 by offering a traveling exhibit about eucharistic
miracles — instances in which the literal
presence of Jesus’ body and blood in the
Eucharist have become physically manifest.
The collection of 170 panels features
historical documents and photos of 140

eucharistic miracles from around the
world.
For Margy Nagel, who co-founded the
Real Presence Apostolate of Michigan,
promoting the Real Presence is crucial to
bolstering faith in
the saving power of
Jesus.
Each year, the
apostolate hosts a
conference at Our
Lady of Good
Counsel Parish in
Plymouth, Michigan, during the feast
of Corpus Christi, Nagel told Detroit
Catholic, the online news outlet of the
Detroit Archdiocese. This year’s conference will take place June 18, with Bryan
Thatcher, founder of the Eucharistic
Apostles of the Divine Mercy, as keynote
speaker.
Editor’s Note: More about the Real Presence Apostolate of Michigan can be found
online at http://rpamichigan.org. More
about the U.S. Catholic Church’s National
Eucharistic Revival and National Eucharistic Congress can be found at https://eucharisticrevival.org.
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Providence and vocation in “Father Stu”
Mark Wahlberg’s new film “Father Stu”
is one of the most theologically interesting
films to come out in a long time. It considers some of the thorniest and most puzzling themes in the sacred science,
including the nature of vocation, the purpose of suffering in the divine plan, the role
of supernatural agency, the dynamics of redemption, and perhaps most thoroughly,
the mystery of God’s providence. In the
course of this article, I would like to say just
a few simple things about the first and last
of those motifs.
Let’s take providence first. I have argued
for years that most people in the modern
world are functionally deist in their understanding of God. This means that they consider God a distant cause, important
perhaps in bringing the universe into being,
but now essentially uninvolved with his creation. This might have been the philosophical perspective of the leading minds of the
eighteenth century, but it is most assuredly
not the perspective of the authors of the
Bible. For the writers of the Torah, for

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Peter, John, and
Paul, God is personally and passionately
implicated in his creation, especially in the
affairs of human beings. The God of Israel
pushes, pulls, cajoles, corrects, punishes,
leads, and lures his
human friends into fullness of life. Psalm 139
gives classic expression
to this Biblical intuition: “O Lord, you have
searched me and known
me. You know when I sit
down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts
from far away. You search
MARK WAHLBERG out my path and my lying
(CNS PHOTO/AUDE
down, and are acGUERRUCCI, REUTERS)
quainted with all my
ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, O
Lord, you know it completely. You hem me in,
behind and before, and lay your hand upon me”
(Ps 139:1–5).
Wahlberg’s movie tells the unlikely story
of Stuart Long, a burnt-out boxer from

Montana who tried to make his way in
Hollywood and ended up, to everyone’s
enormous surprise, including his own, a
Catholic priest. The journey commenced in
the LA grocery store where Stu was working as a clerk. He spied a beautiful woman
and was smitten. Inquiring after her, he discovered that she was a faithful attendee at
the local Catholic parish, and so one Sunday, Stu went to Mass. Not a Catholic, not
even a believer, he had no idea what to do
or say at the liturgy, but he was intent upon
getting to know the girl. After some awkward courting, she frankly informed the
boxer that she would never consider dating
someone who was not baptized. And so,
with decidedly imperfect motivation, Stu
entered the RCIA program and received
baptism. In accord with Catholic theology,
the sacrament had a truly efficacious effect
on Stu, awakening and deepening his faith,
and it ultimately prepared him to face a terrible trial. A motorcycle accident, depicted
in the film with horrific realism, left him
bedridden for months, but his Catholic
faith and the support of his girlfriend sustained him. In time, he came to the realization that God wanted him to be a priest.
I won’t reveal any more of the details of
the story, but suffice it to say that, even as
Stu was planning a life of movie stardom
and marriage, God was about to change
something else entirely. In point of fact, the
Lord of the universe was so interested in
the former boxer from Helena that, by careful steps, he led him, first to the church,
then to the faith, and finally to the priesthood. I wonder, honestly, how many devout
Christians truly believe that God is so interested in them that he supervises their
lives, drawing their freedom at every turn.
Thomas Aquinas said, simply enough, that
God’s providence “extends to particulars,”
which implies that he knows and guides everyone individually. St. Paul told the Ephesians that the “power at work within us is able
to accomplish abundantly far more than all we
can ask or imagine” (Eph 3:20). How our
lives would change if we learned to trust
that power and watch for the signs of his
providence.
A theme deeply related to providence is
that of vocation or calling. Our culture
highly privileges the rights, freedom, and
prerogative of the individual. We celebrate,

accordingly,
those
people who stand
against the expectations of their families,
friends, or traditions
and make their own
Bishop
decisions, following
Robert
their own chosen path.
Barron
But this is repugnant
Auxiliary
Bishop
to the Bible.The scripof
the
tural authors are interArchdiocese of
ested, not in selfLos Angeles
determination, but in
the process by which a
person awakens to God’s call. They celebrate
those who enact, not the ego-drama, but the
theo-drama, who abide, not by their own
voice, but by God’s.They furthermore know
that God’s call, once discerned, is practically
irresistible. Once someone knows what God
wants for him, he will do anything, overcome any obstacle, face down any opposition, in order to follow that divine directive.
For biblical examples of this principle, think
of Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David, Jeremiah,
or Paul. Stuart Long belongs, in his own
way, in that great tradition, for having discerned that God wanted him to be a priest,
he faced down the opposition of his mother,
his father, his girlfriend, many of the people
in his parish, the seminary rector, and even
some of his seminary classmates. Moreover,
he remained faithful to his calling when he
was afflicted with the degenerative muscle
disease that would eventually kill him. “Here
I am; send me” (Is 6:8), said the prophet
Isaiah, and Fr.Stu said the same thing.
I wonder, again, how many devout
Christians understand that the discernment
of their vocation is the most important psychological and spiritual move that they will
ever make, that every other decision they
make in their lives is secondary. And I
wonder how many have experienced the real
joy and excitement of surrendering to God’s
call. What I sensed, especially in the second
half of Father Stu, is how this man, despite
everything, retained the joy of knowing he
was cooperating with a divine purpose. That
is the joy that, as the Bible says, no one can
take from you ( Jn 16:22).
If you want to see a concrete and contemporary enactment of these two great
biblical principles, you could do a lot worse
than to watch “Father Stu.”
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BRIANNE EDWARDS
AUTHOR OF “A THOUSAND POUNDS”
Few things make us wrestle with God as
fiercely as suffering and the loss of a loved
one. My story is no different. I was twentysix and just establishing my place in the
adult world with my first professional job, a new house, and
two beautiful little boys—all
while continuing to live out my
faith the best I knew how. Then
one spring day, my whole, tidy,
predictable world was turned
upside down when my 10month-old son died unexpectedly during his morning
nap at daycare.
With that, everything I
thought I knew about the God
of love came into question. I
had been living my faith, trying
to earn my way to God’s blessing, and asking primarily for
him to protect my children and keep them
safe. When our son died, I felt extraordinarily betrayed, and I found myself at a bit of a
crossroads on whether I could continue to
seek a God who let babies die.
As I was asking deeper questions of faith
and really caring to know the answers, I was
having trouble squaring two seemingly con-

God seeks to comfort those who mourn
tradictory ideas. How could there be no
tears in heaven if the possibility of hell was
real? What if a mother showed up at the
gates of heaven to find that her child was
not there? I posed the question to my
brother, who was a seminarian at the time.
After a long pause, he replied with not an
answer, but a piercing question: “Who are you trying to
get to heaven for?”
Not long after this conversation, I read C. S. Lewis’s
“The Great Divorce” and was
pierced in a similar manner as
I read the chapter about Pam,
a bereaved mother who was
missing her opportunity to
enter heaven because she was
so adamant about being reunited with her son. All at
once, I got it. I was going to
have to learn how to love the
Lord for his own sake and not just as
a means to get to my child. If I truly loved
Jesus first and foremost, I would have the
opportunity for eternity with both Jesus and
my son. If not, I may not be worthy of
either of them.
And so began my quest to find a way to
truly love the Lord for his own sake. Along
this road that has brought healing to my

sorrow, I have found a calling in bringing
comfort to those who mourn. As I have
grown a ministry in reaching out to bereaved families, what is offered as comfort
to others also brings growth and healing to
my own heart. This calling was discovered
as I established a nonprofit, Lach’s Legacy,
in memory of my son. The ministry grew as
I got to participate in the co-creation of
“Held: A Spiritual Retreat for Grieving
Parents.” (See announcement below)
Most recently, with a nudge from the
Holy Spirit, I have felt called to write a
book about my story of loss and finding my
way to living again while carrying such an
enormous burden of grief. “A Thousand
Pounds,” published by CatholicPsych Press,
is a memoir of life-changing loss, a companion for those in the trenches of grief, and
a journey to authentic integration, peace,
and hope. God has made his thumbprint
known throughout the writing and publishing process. “A Thousand Pounds” is now in
its final stages of preparation with an anticipated release date in June. It will be such a
gift and an honor to send this story out into
the world as another tool for God to use as
he seeks to comfort those who mourn.

Author Brianne Edwards and her family.
Their late son Lach is represented in the
photo by the dragonfly." (Courtesy photos)
This retreat is designed and led by grieving
parents Dionne Eastmo and
Brianne Edwards under the direction of
Fr. Leo Hausmann. It is rooted in Catholic
tradition, but open to all grieving parents
who are seeking to be held by Our Lord. To
add your name to a list of those interested
in an autumn retreat call
Family Life Ministries 605‐343‐3541.
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How did processions on the feast of Corpus Christi originate?
BY SHAWNA HANSON
A providential connection between a
holy nun in Belgium, an archdeacon destined to become pope and the disbelief of a
small town priest in Italy has given us the
great feast of Corpus Christi. The story begins in the town of Liege, Belgium, home
to St. Juliana of Cornillon in the 1200s.
From an early age, Juliana had a great devotion to Jesus present in the Eucharist and
longed for a special feast in its honor. Her
devotion was deepened when she experienced a vision of a full moon with a darkened spot upon it. Christ showed her that
the moon represented the church year and
the black spot indicated the lack of a festival
honoring the Blessed Sacrament. She
shared both her desire and the vision with
the Archdeacon of Liege, Jacques Panteleon. He supported and encouraged her desire and in 1246, the feast of Corpus Christi
was prescribed for the churches of Leige.
In 1261, Archdeacon Jacques Panteleon
was elected pope and took the name Urban
IV. Two years later, the Bishop of Orvieto,
Italy came to him seeking advice and counsel over a strange occurrence in his diocese.
A priest, who doubted the Real Presence of

Jesus in the Eucharist, was celebrating Mass
in a town near Orvieto. At the moment of
consecration, as the host was elevated, it
began to bleed. The priest wrapped the
bleeding host in corporals and brought
them to the Bishop at Orvieto. After investigation by the church, the miracle was affirmed, and the host and corporals remain
in Orvieto and can be seen there today. Seeing this miracle as confirmation of St. Juliana’s vision and desire, Pope Urban issued a
papal bull in 1264 making the feast of Corpus Christi universal in the church to be
celebrated on the Thursday after Pentecost.
He then commissioned the great Dominican scholar, St. Thomas Aquinas to compose the texts of the Mass and Divine
Office for the new feast. In doing so, he
gave the church the great hymn, “Pange
Lingua,” which is often still sung in its entirety on Holy Thursday. The final two
verses of this song are known today as the
familiar hymn “Tantum Ergo,” that is sung
during benediction.
The decree of Pope Urban was renewed
in 1314 by Pope Clement V and the feast
spread quickly throughout the Catholic
Church. By the 14th century, the practice

Congratulations
Graduates!
Stop by and shop our Life Teen books for
your high school or college graduates!
I Choose the Sky: A Spiritual Devotion
for Young Women
Moving Forward: How to Stay Catholic in College
Man Enough: Lessons from St. Joseph on
Becoming a Godly Man
We also have Bibles and books on spiritual guidance as well
as inspirational artwork and gifts. Remember that we always
have a full selection of greeting cards
for all occasions. We look forward to
seeing you at the

225 Main Street, Suite 200, Rapid City ~ 605-348-5228

of processing the Blessed Sacrament on the
feast of Corpus Christi had been adopted
throughout Europe, sometimes in the
streets, sometimes through the fields, and
often stopping at altars set up along the
route. The proclamation of the Gospel,
prayers and petitions and benediction with
the Blessed Sacrament were done at these
temporary altars.
The church continues to encourage the
carrying of the Eucharist in procession on
the Solemnity of Corpus Christi. Msgr.
William J. King, said, “Theologically, processions remind us that we are pilgrims
journeying through this earthly existence
following Jesus on “the Way.” In Eucharistic
Processions, we publicly proclaim this truth,
following the Lord physically even as we
pledge anew to do so spiritually. We also
give public witness to our acceptance of the
Lord’s words: “The bread that I will give is
flesh for the life of the world, ( Jn 6:51).”

See page 24 for an
invitation to participate in the
diocesan procession.
A monstrance that was given to
St. Francis Mission on the Rosebud
Reservation by St. Katherine Drexel
during her missionary travels will be
used throughout the diocesan Revival
days as a traveling sign of our unity in
Christ. Each parish throughout the
diocese will have an opportunity to use
the monstrance.
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Adopting attitudes of zeal, outreach, and enthusiasm
STRATEGIC PLANNING COMMITTEE
“We, the diocese of Rapid City, through the
power of the Holy Spirit, are called to attract
and form intentional disciples who joyfully,
boldly, and lovingly proclaim and live the mission of Jesus Christ, leading to eternal life.”
The above is the existing mission statement for the Diocese of Rapid City. We
know what we are about, but how do we
best utilize our human and material resources as well as the capacity of our clergy
for the proclamation of the Gospel in
Western South Dakota? This is not just for
today, but also for the next 10, 20, and even
30 years.
We are adopting attitudes of evangelical
zeal, Catholicism (universal outreach),
family support, and renewed enthusiasm.
And we are moving away from attitudes of
consumerism, parochialism, and pessimism.
We have a desire for our parish families to
flourish!
Parishes throughout the diocese have already had a preliminary “town hall” discussion to introduce the situation and begin to
think of the needs of our diocese for the
coming years.

@RapidCitydiorc

Later this summer, we will meet in our
parishes to see the information that has
been compiled about our local parishes in a
way that makes it easy to understand the
unique situation of each parish. Following
this, each parish will nominate delegates to
hold further discussions with surrounding
parish groups.

DioceseofRapidCity

Throughout the fall and winter, delegates
will meet in regional areas to discuss and
discern ways to live the gospel of Jesus and
to support each other as a parish family and
as a diocesan family of intentional disciples.
As Pope Francis shares in his encyclical
The Joy of the Gospel, “The parish is a community of communities, a sanctuary where
the thirsty come to drink in the midst of
their journey, and a center of constant missionary outreach.” Our hope is that we ful-

fill this vision so that as a diocese we aren’t
just individual parishes on a singular mission but a family of parishes on mission together.
In the coming months, you can visit the
website to learn more and to see how you
might get involved in helping us ensure that
the mission of Christ will be fulfilled in our
strategic planning for flourishing families
throughout our diocese. Email: rapidcity
diocese.org/strategicplanning.

@RapidCitydiorc

or online: www.rapidcitydiocese.org

Televised Mass

Visit our website
WWW.RAPIDCITYDIOCESE.ORG/TELEVISED-MASS
for a list of online Masses and resources for at home prayer and study

Check with your parish for in-person Mass times
SATURDAY — 4 P.M.
NBC 21.1
ConnectCenter1 21.2
SUNDAY — 7 A.M.
NBC 21.1
SUNDAY — 10:30 A.M.
ConnectCenter1 21.2
ONLINE
nc1.tv/Mass
Twitter: @Newscenter1
Facebook: KNBNNewscenter1
DioceseofRapidCity

DIOCESE OF
SIOUX FALLS
SATURDAY
3 p.m. MT/4 p.m. CT
YouTube
SUNDAY
9 a.m. MT/10 a.m. CT
KELOLand TV (CBS)
https://www.sfcatholic.org/tvmass/
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The building of our cathedrals

BY KATHY CORDES
DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST
As we watch in anticipation, the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
is changing over this next era. We celebrate all our cathedrals that came before
with magnificent ornamentation and
majestic history.
Our diocese was once known as the
Diocese of Lead City. The first St. Patrick
Church, “the white church,” was built In
1878, but destroyed by fire in the early
1900s. A second church was built, and in
1902, this church was dedicated as St. Patrick Cathedral of Lead City establishing
the first Catholic cathedral. This beautiful,
ornate church was praised for its majestic
decor — white and gold altar, matching
statues of the Blessed Mother and
St. Joseph, and a lovely pulpit.
St. Mary Immaculate Conception
Parish in Rapid City became the second
cathedral of the Diocese of Rapid City,
known as the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception when the Holy See
re-established the diocesan see to Rapid
City on August 7, 1902 by Pope Leo XIII.
“Immaculate Conception Parish is one
of the only buildings left in Rapid City
which still exists with a Romanesque

Revival architecture. The preservation of
this church building is important in
understanding the development of our city
and it is the last known building erected as
an example of the art of hand cut stone
cutting, and examples of indigenous stone
material” (application to National Historic
Places).
These words are the significance that
awarded this parish a historical place with
the National Register of Historic Places in
1975. A few of the architectural features
describing ICC are the cut sandstone from
a local quarry covering most of the exteriors and foundation. All the openings
employ compound Romanesque arches
with radiating voussoirs. The stones in the
top course of the plinth, surrounded by the
building, serve as the first floor windowsills. Recessed stain glass windows are
present along with the square bell tower
which has a pyramidical termination that is
covered by terneplate.
Prior to ICC being listed on this registry, Bishop McCarty started the groundbreaking for the current cathedral, the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
He stated that he wanted it built on top of
a hill overlooking the city because it was
our “most regal’ church.”
The cornerstone was laid in 1962. The

Fr. M.J. Noessen stands in the interior of St. Patrick Cathedral circa 1902. (Photos courtesy of
the diocesan archives)

cathedral is built with stone from Mankato, Indiana, limestone and from local
quarries. It also features a barrel-vaulted
ceiling. The stained-glass window in the
choir loft is known as cement glass. The
cathedra (bishop’s chair) is made from
hand carved walnut. The interior has several types of marble imported from Italy,
Swedish Sifolino marble and terrazzo
floors, to list a few. “It reflects a style of
restrained contemporary architecture befitting the simple majesty of the Black

Hills which serve as its setting” (Church
directory 1963).
There is so much more history and
amazing points of interest in our cathedral! We will continue to honor Our Lady
of Perpetual Help with historical fun facts,
brain-teasers, trivia, and more news that
began as the C.SS.R Chronicles and Cathedral Chronicles. Watch social media
and relish in our “eternal house of the
Lord.”

The font of the
campaign booklet
featured the artists rendering of the cathedral
with the baptistry on the
north side of the building. The entire campaign
booklet, along with
historical photos of the
three cathedrals can be
found on our website at;
www.rapidcitydiocese.
org/archives/.
Bishop William McCarty laying cornerstone on St. Mary Cathedral, Rapid City.
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Where were you on June 9, 1972?
As the June 9, 1972, Fiftieth Anniversary of the Rapid City
Flood nears, the diocesan archives is creating a collection of
Catholic histories to document it. It will help us recall not only
those who lost their lives, but all who suffered this tragedy. It will
honor the programs that began as a result of the tragedy.

St. Joseph’s Hall: groundbreaking investment
in a community of faith
May 7, a groundbreaking ceremony was held at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City. Seen with the symbolic golden shovels are Bishop
Peter Muhich, Cathedral Pastor Fr. Brian Christensen; In Steel and Stone Building Campaign Chairs Mike Wilson, Paula Wilson, and Nancy Gowen, (Richard
Gowen, who passed away in January, was also a chair); Grand Knight Ernie
Garcia, General Contractor Mario Rangel, Parochial Vicar Fr. Leonard
Ssennyonjo, and Parochial Vicar Fr. Matt Fallgren.
The original “In Steel and Stone” fundraising campaign was expected to last six
months. The COVID-19 pandemic stretched it out to more than four years. The
cathedral campaign coincided with
the diocesan “Living the Mission”
fundraiser. Father Christensen said,
“In 2016, our parish leadership
decided that we needed to find
better ways to live as a community of
faith. The present hall in the basement was insufficient for catechesis,
special parish events, and social
activities. After a thorough feasibility
study in 2017, a hall, kitchen, large
gathering space, including handicap
accessible restrooms, was seen as
the solution. We need this new space
to live out our call more effectively to
invitation, generous hospitality, and
communion in Christ. As pastor, I
fully agreed with the assessment of
our parish leadership, and we embarked on this great endeavor together. The new St. Joseph Hall will
be a manifestation in steel and stone
of the desire of our hearts: to live
more fully our lives as a community
of faith in Christ!”
(WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)

• Were you living in Rapid City or the Black Hills at the
time?
• Were you a parishioner of St. Isaac Jogues in 1972? Did
Mass resume right away?
• Did you help with the recovery and/or reconstruction?
• Do you have a story of the flood and your parish activities
and/or pictures that you would like to include?
I would love to hear your story so that we can preserve our
Catholic identity for the next generation.
Stay tuned for the July edition of the West River Catholic and
watch your social media.
— Kathy Cordes, Diocesan Archivist
You can contact me at kcordes@diorc.org org
or call 605-343-3541.
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WSDCF plans entertaining
spring and fall outdoor activities
BY PAUL J. QUIN
DIRECTOR OF THE WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA
CATHOLIC FOUNDATION

(WRC photo graphic from 2021 Bishop’s Golf Classic)

Duc In Altum schedule released
Duc in Altum (“Put out into the deep” – Luke 5:4), a summer catechetical youth program from
the Office of Vocations is being held this summer! This year’s theme is “Prayer and the Our
Father and the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary” For grade school youth (grades 1-6) the
program runs Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.- 2:30 p.m. The day includes catechetical instruction,
daily Mass, songs, games. For middle school and high school youth (grades 7-12), the program runs Sunday-Thursday 7:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m. Duc in Altum combines catechesis and having FUN! The youthfulness and energy of the teachers is contagious, come out and join us!
All are invited to a potluck dinner on Thursday at 6 p.m. Registration is available through the
parish office. Participants in the grade school program should bring a sack lunch and recess
equipment. Contact Tanya Cooper, 605-343-3541 or tcooper@diorc.org for more information.
• June 5-9: Wall, Lead/Deadwood/Philip
• June 12-16: Eagle Butte/Ft. Pierre/Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City
• June 19-23: Timber Lake/Bison/Cathedral, Rapid City
• June 26-30: Sheridan, WY/Piedmont/Totus Tuus Girls
• July 3-7: Hot Springs/Faith/Bowman, ND
• July 17-21: Gregory/Sturgis/Hill City
• July 24-28: Martin/Custer/Lemmon

If you fish, golf, or hunt pheasants for
hobbies — you are in for a real treat. Join
us beginning May 21 at Angostura from
9 a.m. - 5p.m. for the first of three bishop’s
on-site tournaments benefiting our diocesan seminarians. On June 4, the tournament moves to Ft. Pierre beginning at
noon followed by Mass at 5:30 p.m. and a
fish fry at a private site. On June 11, the
final tournament event is slated for
Shadehill from 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. A cash raffle will be held at the conclusion of the
final event. For information contact
Cheryl Hubbeling at the foundation by
calling 605-721-6843.
At the end of summer, on Sept. 19,
Arrowhead Country Club is the site for

the Annual Bishop’s Golf Classic. This
year’s event begins at 9 a.m. for the first
flight and at noon for the second flight of
golf. Fantastic prizes, special course challenges, and a banquet at 6 p.m. The
opportunity to play the course with neighbors and friends from throughout the Diocese of Rapid City awaits you. Later, on
October 6 and 7, WSDCF partners with
St. Huberts Hideaway in Dallas for the
Annual Bishop’s Hunt for Seminarians.
This is an event for outdoorsmen and includes an overnight stay at the lodge, and
again all net proceeds support our seminarians. Sponsorship opportunities and
registration for the hunt are still available.
Visit www.wsdcf.org for more information on all our events.
See advertisement on page 13.
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World Youth Day 2023
Next summer, July 28—August 7, 2023, the
Diocese of Rapid City is hoping to lead a
World Youth Day Pilgrimage for youth, young
adults, and families. Join us for one of the
following virtual informational meetings to
answer your questions and learn more about
this powerful event in the Heart of the
Church by visiting our website and submitting your name through our WYD
inquiry form: https://www.rapidcitydio
cese.org/wyd23. We look forward to seeing
you there!
WSDCF Fishing tournaments
For the 9th year, the Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation will host a friend-raising
Fishing Tournament. Each parish is encouraged to organize a team in support of the
event. The fishing challenge occurs over
three weekends and proceeds benefit the
seminarians serving the Rapid City Diocese.
You can join any of the three sites listed. Not
a fisherman or woman, no worries–you can
also fish from shore or come and attend the
fish fry. Registration will be available at
www.wsdcf.org/events.
Ft. Pierre, Saturday, June 4, Fischers Lilly
Park 6:30 p.m. CT with Mass at St. John the
Evangelist Church at 5:30 p.m. CT

Events
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Hot Springs, Angostora Lake, Saturday, May
21 – 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Lemmon, Saturday, Shadehill Reservoir, June
11 – 9 a.m.-3 p.m.Fishing registration will be
from 9-11 a.m. at Summerville Store and
Café, 11219 SD-73. A fish fry dinner will be
served at 6 p.m. at the Summerville Store
and Café, followed by a short program. Raffle
tickets are available for $10 each or three for
$25. There will be opportunities to win $500,
$300 or $200 cash prizes. Need not be present to win. Contact your priest or the WSDCF
office for raffle tickets. For further information contact the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation (WSDCF) 605-721-6843.

Totus Tuus Summer Camps
Totus Tuus is an exciting Catholic summer
camp where youth spend time interacting
with religious and priestly vocations while
learning more about following God’s call for
their lives. The time at camp includes outdoor activities, games, times of prayer, talks,
testimonies, food, and more! The camp is
open to students going into 7th grade Fall of
2022 to those who graduate from high
school in the Spring of 2022.
Girl’s Camp: June 27 – July 1
Boy’s Leadership Camp: July 11-15
Learn more and register online at: www.RapidCityDiocese.org/t2.

Women’s Retreat
Saturday, June 4, St. Francis of Assisi Parish,
Sturgis, invites women in the Diocese of
Rapid City to join them for a one-day retreat
from 9 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Camille Pauly of Healing the Culture will be
the keynote speaker. Topics include “Happiness + Love,” “Being a Woman,” “Suffering +
Brokenness,” and “Forgiveness + Healing.”
Registration fee $10 includes lunch. Call
605-720-3579 for information or registration.

Marriage Matters Retreat
“Refocus on the gift of family in our
marriage as a path to God’s plan and unity”

Catholic Social Services in partnership with
Family Life Ministries will present “Marriage
Matters: a Weekend Retreat for Married Couples” on
Saturday & Sunday August 20-21 at Terra
Sancta Retreat Center. Previous participants
overwhelmingly agree that the time spent together as a couple
during this retreat is worth it! Cost is $230
per couple and includes all sessions, materials, meals, snacks and lodging from breakfast Saturday through lunch Sunday. Optional
early check-in on Friday, August 19 ($100 additional). Scholarships available — all are
welcome! Register on-line at http://terra
sancta.org/MM22. Please register
before August 10.

HAS YOUR PARISH CELEBRATED

Fmirusntion
Com

Please send your group photo
and parish name to
bberreth@diorc.org
by June 20 for publication in
the July West River Catholic

Family Life
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Gathering diocesan resources to aid mothers in need
BY AMY JULIAN
DIRECTOR OF FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES
Waiting is difficult. For almost 50 years,
Catholics and Christians across the country
have been waiting and praying for an end
to the practice of abortion. The Supreme
Court Case of Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s
Health Organization could be a major

change in the landscape of abortion law, and
Catholics anxiously await the final decision,
to be released sometime before the end of
June.
Regardless of the final decision, Catholics will continue to do what we have done
for over 2000 years; zealously work to defend the rights of both women and babies,
and to support both the poor and the
vulnerable. The Catholic Church has
always been pro-life, from conception
to natural death. The church has also
always been pro-woman. From the
days of the Apostle Paul, the Christian understanding of marriage promoted a vision of the equal dignity of
men and women, and that was radical
in the ancient world. Christians defended the right of a woman to
choose who she would marry and
when, and to protect the life of her
child. In the prevailing society,
Roman and Hellenic husbands held

the absolute power to put an unwanted infant to death or to force a wife to abort. The
Catholic Church changed all this. (See
Rodney Stark, “The Triumph of Christianity”) Through centuries of Catholic hospitals, schools, and orphanages, the church
has consistently promoted the needs of the
poor and the vulnerable. In 2019, the
USCCB announced the launch of Walking
With Moms in Need (WWMIN) an initiative of the USCCB which is designed to
be a ministry of accompaniment that would
continue that good work. As Pope Francis
reminds us, our parishes need to be “islands
of mercy in the midst of a sea of indifference.” Everyone in the parish community
should know where to refer to a pregnant
woman in need.
The church does not cease being pro-life
at birth. Rather, she continues to be pro-life
until natural death. These pro-life efforts include supporting the mothers who choose
life. WWMIN both highlights these on-

going efforts, and also seeks to discover
new opportunities to serve both pregnant
and parenting moms.
The USCCB has invited us to assess the
resources for pregnant moms and families
in need by creating an inventory of local
resources for pregnant and parenting
moms. And as we work together to create
and share this inventory, it is possible that
we may see opportunities in areas in which
we can improve our church or community
responses.
We are called to evangelize, always and
everywhere. Knowing where to find help
can help us to be the hands and feet of
Jesus.

Could the Gift of Life really be considered to be the ultimate in suffering?
AMY JULIAN - MINISTRIES
DIRECTOR OF FAMILY LIFE
In the 20 years since Rachel‘s Vineyard
retreat was brought to the Diocese of Rapid
City by Carol Kling, more than 170 men
and women have found years and even
deades of suffering redeemed and healed by
the mercy and forgiveness of Christ. Every
retreat is truly a miracle.
At the most recent retreat we were
blessed to have Fr. Jim Hoerter as our chaplain, during which he had an occasion to
speak about angels. In our culture today,
people often confuse angels with saints and
then envision their little ones who have
been lost, as angels in heaven waiting for us.
Fr. Jim gently reminded us of an important
difference we have with angels. Angels do
not have bodies. In fact, Angels would do
anything to have bodies. Quoting St. Faustina, Fr. Jim told us “If the angels were capable of envy, they would envy us for two
things: one is the receiving of holy Communion, and the other is suffering.” Because angels do not have bodies, they can
do neither.
As a society, perhaps we have forgotten
the sacredness of our bodies. Through our

bodies, we were created in the image and
likeness of God. Jesus was incarnated to be
one of us in his own earthly human body.
When Jesus ascended into heaven, he left
us his very own body and blood as a remembrance of him. As humans, we are
body and soul composites, and the tragedy
of death is the separation of our bodies from
our souls.
Is it any wonder that, almost 50 years
after the legalization of abortion in America, and the loss of more than 60 million little bodies, we have also lost an
understanding and appreciation of the true
nature of the Eucharist, Jesus’ very own
body and blood? Could these be connected?
It’s hard to imagine that they are not.
In the same way that we have divorced
the reality of a child from their body in their
mother's womb, we have also detached the
reality of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ
from the Eucharist. Jesus’ mission to reunite
heaven and earth, to heal the tragedy of the
separation of body and soul in death, began
as a vulnerable child in the womb of his
mother, Mary. But incarnation alone was
not enough. His mission culminated in his
Passion; his suffering and death were a prerequisite to the resurrection.

On the road to Emmaus, Jesus explained
the necessity of his suffering to the disciples,
before he gave them Holy Communion. As
the angels know, both suffering and Eucharist are a participation in the life of Jesus.
And just as he laid down his life for us, we
are called to lay down our own lives.
St. John Paul the Great tells us that
“Suffering is present in the world in order
to release love.” Nowhere is this more tangible than in the love of a mother who
carries a child to term, especially amidst difficulty. We have lost so much sight of that
today. When a woman faces the anticipated
suffering of an unplanned or difficult pregnancy or difficult situation in life, she is
given the message that she can avoid that
suffering, not by laying down her own life,
but by laying down the life of her child. She
is encouraged to think “My body, my
choice.”
Carrying an unwanted pregnancy to
term is considered to be unnecessary suffering, to be avoided at all costs. A suffering to
be avoided through what is euphemistically
termed “reproductive health care.” And yet
the women and men who seek healing in
the Rachel‘s Vineyard Retreat found that
their suffering did not end with an abortion,

rather it began a new chapter of deeper and
far more painful suffering. An emotional
and spiritual suffering that often lasts for
decades.
Ironically, the suffering that an abortion
purports to avoid is something the angels
would do anything to be able to participate
in. Perhaps they would laugh at the thought
that carrying a child could be considered to
be suffering. More likely they would cry.
What a crazy world we live in that the Gift
of Life could be considered to be the ultimate in suffering.
As our diocese prepares to begin the
three year Eucharistic Revival, I have to
wonder if there would be any need for revival in Eucharistic belief if we had never
lost our belief of the gift of the life of a
child’s body in their mother’s womb. Let us
pray that a renewed belief of Jesus’ presence
in the Eucharist will recall our sense of the
sacredness of our own bodies, that all
mothers will find joy in the presence of
their unborn child, and that all those who
have been wounded by abortion find healing in the Rachel’s Vineyard retreats of the
future.

May 2022

Feature
The candidates and the
team members shown in the
photo are: Top row: Adrian
Archambault, Mary Black
Bear, Nakita Eagleman, Pauline “Penny” Wolters, Sr. Catherine Thakro, Fr. Edmund
Yainao, SJ, Quincy Red
Feather, and Ramon Bear
Runne. Middle row: Mary
Mousseau, Fran Mousseau,
Kiki Archambault, Jesse Bear
Runner, Rochelle Hughes,
Deanne Bear Catches, Front
row: Germaine Little Bear,
Norma Tibbitts, Margaret Roubideaux, and Veronica Valandra.
Fran Mousseau, Rapid City,
and Pauline “Penny” Wolters
from Manderson on the Pine
Ridge Reservation at the front
table and in the background
are Sr. Catherine Neiketounuo
Thakro, USF, from Red Cloud
School, Adrian Archambault
from Standing Rock Reservation, And Nakita Eagleman
from the Rosebud Reservation. They are shown during
one of the discussion breaks.
(Courtesy photos)
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Canku Wakan retreat held in diocese

BY GERMAINE LITTLE BEAR

Sioux Spiritual Center, the diocesan retreat center situated in the heart of
the prairies of West River, started hosting the first native-only Cursillo in January 1993. The weekend retreat follows the Cursillo format but is presented by
native lay leaders, native deacons, and Catholic priests who serve the native
populations in our diocese. This retreat is unique to our diocese, a special opportunity for native Catholics to grow closer to Christ and their Catholic faith.
Canku Wakan is Lakota for “The Holy Road” and it invites retreatants to grow
spiritually through the traditions of Lakota Catholics throughout the weekend.
During the early 1900s, Nicholas Black Elk, whose cause for canonization
is a major work in our diocese, became a catechist for the Lakota people, traveling around and teaching with a detailed depiction of the spiritual life called
“Two Roads Pictorial Ladder Catechism.” He is credited for leading over 400
native people to embrace the faith in baptism. The Canku Wakan retreat tries
to follow his inspiration by inviting retreatants through activities that are filled
with laughter, recreation, songs, discussions, prayer, and time for silent reflection. The weekend allows retreatants to become reacquainted with some of
the foundational Lakota and Catholic traditions by living and sharing as one
family in Christ. Two retreats are held annually in April and September at the
Sioux Spiritual Center. To learn more visit our website at: www.rapidcitydiocese.org/native-ministry/
The feeling of family was certainly the feeling that permeated the Canku
Wakan retreat held from April 21- 24. The commitment, participation, and attentiveness to the messages shared with all of the candidates were inspiring
and uplifting to all of us. The examples of respect, prayerfulness, openness,
and spirituality were truly a blessing.

Thank
you
to all the
generous donors who
contributed to the

West River Catholic
Voluntary Subscription Drive.
The diocesan newspaper has
received $16,819.73 as
of May 5.
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Black Hills Tourist
Summer Mass Guide
Belle Fourche: St. Paul
Catholic Church, 855 5th
St. — Sunday 9:30
a.m.
Custer: St. John the
Baptist Catholic
Church, 449 Harney
St. — Saturday 5:30
p.m./Sunday
8 a.m.

Rapid City:
Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual
Help, 520
Cathedral Dr. — Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 8, 10:30
a.m., and
5:30 p.m.

Deadwood: St. Ambrose Catholic Church, 760 Main St. —
Saturday 6 p.m./Sunday 8 a.m.

Rapid City: Immaculate Conception Catholic Church, 922 5th St. — Latin
Mass in the Former Rite:
Sunday 8, 10 a.m.

Edgemont: St. James Catholic Church,
310 3rd Ave. — Sunday
5 p.m.

Rapid City: St. Isaac Jogues Catholic
Church, 221 Knollwood Dr. — Saturday 5 p.m./ Sunday 9 and 11 a.m.

Hermosa: St. Michael Catholic Church,
13480 Hwy 40 —
Sunday 9 a.m.

Rapid City: St. Therese the Little
Flower Catholic Church, 523 Adams
St. — Saturday 4:30 p.m./Sunday 9
a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Hill City: St. Rose of Lima
Catholic Church, 305 Pine Ave. —
Sunday 10 a.m./Spanish Mass:
Saturday 6 p.m.

Spearfish: St. Joseph Catholic Church,
844 5th St. — Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 8 and 10 a.m.

Hot Springs: St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church, 538 University
Ave. — Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Sturgis: St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church, 1049 Howard St. —
Saturday 5 p.m./Sunday 8:30 a.m.

Keystone: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Catholic Church, 1014 Madill St. —
Sunday 8 a.m.

Wall: St. Patrick Catholic Church, 701
Norris — Sunday 10:30 a.m.

Lead: St. Patrick Catholic Church, 141
Siever St. — Saturday 4 .m./
Sunday 10 a.m.
Piedmont: Our Lady of the Black Hills
Catholic Church, 12365 Sturgis Rd.
(Exit 48) — Saturday
5 p.m./Sunday 8 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Rapid City: Blessed
Sacrament Catholic Church, 4500 Jackson Blvd. — Saturday 5:30 p.m./
Sunday 7, 9, and 11 a.m.
Spanish Mass: Sunday 1:30 p.m.

Looking for another parish?
rapidcitydiocese.org/parishes
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Terra Sancta
May 10, 2012

Terra Sancta was rededicated by (former
Rapid City Bishop) Cardinal Blase Cupich and
then-Bishop Robert Gruss at Mass. Cardinal
Cupich purchased the former convent from
the Benedictine Sisters here. Bishop Steven
Biegler,who was a diocesan priest in the diocese at the time, oversaw the remodeling of
the building as a grade school and retreat
center.

Diocese/Parishes
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Terra Sancta
May 10, 2022
Mass was held in Holy Cross Chapel,
Tuesday, May 10, to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of the Terra Sancta campus
opening. (Top) DeeDee Johnson directs the
Seton Singers in the prelude, “Dona Nobis
Pacem.” (Below) Bishop Peter Muhich celebrates Mass with priests of the diocese
concelebrating. The facility of Terra Sancta
was originally built in 1962 as a monastery
for the Benedictine Sisters of Saint Martin. In
2009, the sisters built a smaller monastery
to the south and in 2012, the former monastery opened as Terra Sancta Retreat Center,
a Chancery Annex, and Saint Elizabeth Seton
Elementary School. The chancery annex has
been moved to a facility that houses all the
chancery offices in downtown Rapid City. The
retreat center continues to offer space for
Mass, prayer, meeting rooms, lodging and
food service as well as outdoor settings to
encounter Christ. The Catholic elementary
school has an active preschool and grades
K-5. (WRC photos by Laurie Hallstrom)
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News
Commissioned Lay
Ministers gather
More than 40 Commissioned Lay Ministers
and guests attended the April 10 Annual
Meeting at Terra Sancta Retreat Center,
Rapid City. (Courtesy photo)
According to Chair Hugh Brechtel, “This year
is shaping up to be a powerful year for the
Association of Commissioned Lay Ministers.
The newly elected board members took
office in April. We will encourage all ACLM
members to carry out the tasks ahead with a
strong focus on the upcoming Eucharistic
Revival.”
The 2022 ACLM board includes: New board
members: Mary Horn as Deanery 4 Rep,
Ruby Matejcik as past chair, Tom LeFaive as
treasurer, Ed Lee as chair-elect, and Hugh
Brechtel as chair. Continuing board
members are: Nikki Dyczek as Deanery 1
rep, Ellen Schofield as Deanery 3 rep, Lila
Fisher as Deanery 5 rep, and Shirley
Drimmel as secretary.
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A Safe Environment for
Children and Young People
The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City
is firmly committed to creating and
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young
people. To report allegations of sexual
abuse by church personnel, contact
the Victim Assistance coordinator,
Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she
can be contacted privately at 1-605209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller
ID and messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially.
Alleged victims are advised of their
right to report alleged abuse to civil
authorities. In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual
misconduct involving children or
young people and priests, deacons,
lay employees, or volunteers serving
the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct
policy and the code of conduct are
posted on the diocesan website at:
www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

Parish Accounting
Manager – Full Time
Position
The diocese is looking for a Parish
Accounting Manager who can manage
and oversee all aspects of the Parish Financial Service Office which provides financial services and financial reviews to
a number of parishes throughout the diocese. This position provides education,
guidance, and oversight for all parish internal control and financial tasks, and
supervises parish accounting staff. The
ideal candidate would be in charge of
developing and managing the use of the
diocesan and parish databases and collaboratively providing oversight, assistance, and education to parishes and
diocesan staff. The Diocese of Rapid
City offers a competitive salary and
benefits package. For more information
and a full job description visit our website at: rapidcitydiocese.org/employment
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In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and death anniversaries
of the clergy who serve us. Every effort has been made to have a complete list.
JUNE
Birthdays: June 7, Dcn. Craig Pearson;
June 17, Fr. John Heying; June 26,
Fr. Tony Grossenburg; June 27, Fr. Ed
Witt, SJ.
Ordinations: June 1, 1974, Fr. Ron
Seminara, SJ; June 3, 2017, Fr. Brad
Held, SJ; June 6, 1991, Fr. Mark
McCormick; June 6, 1987 Fr. David
Mastrangelo, SJ June 6, 2008, Dcn. Tom
Freece; June 7, 1984, Fr. Kerry
Prendiville; June 7, 2014, Dcn. Robert
Ackerman; June 8, 1973, Fr. Dan Juelfs;
June 8, 1979, Fr. Michel Mulloy; June 8,
1989, Fr. Brian Lane; June 8, 2001,
Fr. Timothy Castor and Fr. Matthew Fallgren; June 9, 1988, Fr. Gary Oreshoski
and Fr. Bryan Sorensen; June 9, 2000,
Fr. John Heying and Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek;
June 9, 2006, Fr. James Hoerter; June
10, 1983, Fr. James Kubicki, SJ; June
10, 1990, Dcn. George Gladfelter; June
11, 1982, Msgr. Michael Woster; June
11, 1992, Fr. Leo Hausmann; June 12,
1981, Fr. Peter Klink, SJ; June 12, 1998,
Fr. Ed Vanorny; June 13, 1997,
Fr. Janusz Korban; June 17, 1983,

Fr. Ron Garry; June 19, 1976, Dcn. Ben
Black Bear; June 19, 2014, Fr. Jonathan
Dillon, Fr. Grant Gerlach, and Fr. Adam
Hofer; June 20, 1987, Fr. James
Lafontaine, SJ; June 25, 2003, Dcn.
Larry Brown; June 26, 2009, Fr. Tyler
Dennis; June 27, 2009, Dcn. Larry
Kopriva and James Van Loan; June 29,
1995, Fr. Tim Hoag.
Necrology: June 2, 1966, William
McGuill; June 3, 1940, Bruno
Suchsland; June 7, 1914, Joseph Chausee; June 8, 1952, Arthur LaFleur; June
9, 1963, Joseph O’Rourke; June 9,
1972, Francis Collins, SJ; June 10,
1982, Dcn. Max Plank; June 12, 1924,
Thomas Hoban; June 12, 1936, Michael
Straeten; June 14, 1975, Eugene Szalay;
June 17, 1961, Walter Isherwood; June
19, 1967, Peter Price, SJ; June 20,
1946, Columban Bregenzer, OSB; June
22, 1975, Patrick McCormick; June 26,
1999, Joseph Zeller; June 26, 2018,
Dcn. John Steffen; June 27, 1985, Victor
Perky, SCJ.

2022: September 13-24 — Greece, Fr. Kerry Prendiville, follow
in the footsteps of St. Paul (includes 4-day Aegean Sea Cruise).
August 1-12 — Northern Ireland & Scotland includes a
3-day optional tour of Wales with Fr. Brian Lane.

Many more pilgrimages can be found at
www.selectinternationaltours.com
Holy Land, Germany, Poland, Spain, Russia, Croatia etc.
Select International Tours, Rita Dupres, 605-381-4988

JULY
Birthdays: July 13, Dcn. Greg Palmer;
July 16, Fr. Christopher Hathaway, FSSP;
July 23, Dcn. Calvin Clifford; July 28,
Fr. John Paul Trask and Dcn. Steve
McLaughlin; July 30, Dcn. Harold
Condon and Dcn. Don More; July 31,
Fr. Matthew Fallgren.
Ordinations: July 2, 2015, Fr. Mark Horn
and Fr. John Paul Trask; July 3, 2003,
Fr. Kevin Achbach; July 7, 1999, Fr. Tony
Grossenburg and Fr. Brian Christensen;
July 9, 2020, Bishop Peter Muhich
(episcopal ordination); July 11, 1993,
Dcn. Patrick Coy; July 13, 2002, Fr. Collins Igwilo; July 17, 2003, Dcn. Gerald
Bush; July 19, 1993, Fr. Leonard Ssennuonja; July 18, 2009, Fr. Fancis
Noubuga; July 22, 1990, Dcn. Michael
Curtin.

Necrology: July 2, 1947, John McGowan;
July 2, 1961, Patrick Quilligan; July 2,
1972, Edward Balfe; July 3, 1966, Clarence Biever; July 4, 1966, Joseph Vorman; July 4, 2002, Christopher Scadron;
July 7, 1992, Francis Berning; July 12,
1936, Aloysius Keel, SJ; July 12, 1957,
Michael Brogan; July 13, 1957, Thomas
Coleman, OCD; July 17, 1957, Tarcisius
Keller; July 18, 1968, Henry Dunn; July
19, 1890, William Mahoney; July 24,
1968, Joseph Golden; July 26, 1913,
Robert Demeyer, SJ; July 26, 1965, William Leahy; July 30, 1917, Martin Kenel,
OSB; July 30, 1965, Martin Wittman;
July 31, 1939, Henry McRory.
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To those who received one or more of the sacraments of initiation,
baptism, 1st Comunion or confirmation
in the Catholic Church at Easter Vigil or Easter,

Welcome to the Diocese of Rapid City
Faith, St. Joseph
Elliott Bengford

St. Francis, St. Charles
Micah Haukaas (Baptism)
Juni Rae LaPointe (Baptism)
Sturgis, St. Francis
Braxton Overweg
Masea Overweg

Hill City, St. Rose of Lima
Tatiana Arpan
Mystic Munive
Erik Rivas (Blessed Sacrament, Rapid
City)
Alexxander Rivera-Hermosillo,
(Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City)
Ommar Rivera-Hermosillo (Blessed
Sacrament, Rapid City)
Simental, Evelyn
Hot Springs, St. Anthony
Deborah "Devan" Crable
Eric Eslinger
Keith Gaudsmith
Mary Nelson
Timothy Nelson
Lemmon, St. Mary
Brett Bieber
Tristan Ginther
Gene Kling
Mission, St. Thomas
McKenna Lafferty
Teegan Lafferty
Morristown, Sacred Heart
Peter Gusenius
Pine Ridge, Sacred Heart
Alexandria Larvie
Hennessy Swallow
Philip, Sacred Heart
Raelynn Dawson
Piedmont, Our Lady of the
Black Hills
Donald “Bruce” Lehman
Jade Izttacihuatl Pelayo
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament
Tina Brents-Barnhart
Karen Belik
Jackson Culvey
Karly Eggleston

Fr. Janusz Korban and Elliott Bengford at
St. Joseph Parish, Faith. (Courtesy photo)

Melanie Hamiel
Brianna Rudebusch
Annie Stuard
Rapid City Cathedral
Tyler Haddix
Ashley Lowery
Kristoffer Meredith
Chelsea Serrato
Anthony Ekemezie
Rapid City Catholic Newman Center SD
Mines Campus
Logan Tunnissen
Joseph Westcoat
Rapid City, St. Therese
Angela Williamson
Theresa Winch
Spearfish, St. Joseph
Lori Anderson
Sheldon Black Elk (BHSU Newman
Center)
Cayce Clark
Bradly Dreiske (St. Paul, Belle
Fourche)
Laura Dreiske (St. Paul, Belle
Fourche)
Ariana Rath
Kayla Sherrodd

Winner, Immaculate Conception
Nicole Roth
Easter Vigil at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help with Bishop Peter Muhich.
(WRC photo)

Education Update
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Kathol graduates with a master’s
from the Augustine Institute
Anthony Kathol of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart Catholic
Church, Martin, was honored
with a special graduation Mass
April 30. Kathol recently completed his three-year study at
the Augustine Institute with a
Master of Arts in Theology
through its online distance education program. In his graduation thank you remarks,
Kathol mentioned that he intends to use the degree to assist in fulfilling the mission of
the new evangelization in a
manner that is in accord with
the Father’s will. Those attending the Mass included various
members of the parish community and included a surprise
visit from his mother, sister,
and brother-in-law from the
Yankton and Gayville-Volin area.
(Courtesy photo)

Pontifical Altar Server Corps
The Diocese of Rapid City Pontifical Altar Server Corps completed a busy Holy Week 2022 by
serving Bishop Peter Muhich at the Easter Vigil at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help. Formally organized in the spring of 2021, the PASC is composed of experienced altar
servers from the cathedral parish that receive specialized training in serving at pontifical
Masses and liturgies when the Bishop of Rapid City is presiding, most often at the Cathedral
and Terra Sancta. PASC members also serve as the training cadre for other OLPH altar
servers, both adult and youth, who serve at Sunday and daily masses at the cathedral.
The PASC members for 2022 include; John Paul Witte, Max Daniel, Philip Daniel, Sean Pelayic, Liam Pelayic, Matt O’Connor, Brandon Linster and is led by Bishop Muhich’s Pontifical
Master of Ceremonies Ken Orrock. Beginning with 2022 Holy Week liturgies, the PASC began
wearing the traditional black cassock, without white collar, and white surplice instead of the
white alb most often worn by traditional altar servers. Open to anyone who shows dedication
to the ministry of altar server, the program also has an overarching vocation consciousness
and several of the corps members are discerning a call to the priesthood or religious life.
Anyone interested in joining the PASC, or in training to serve the bishop when he presides at
their parish, can contact Ryan Hardy at OLPH, 605-342-0507.

May 2022
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Eucharistic Revival beginning this June
In November the United States Bishops voted overwhelmingly to enter into a three-year Eucharistic Revival.
Over the next three years Catholics from across the country
will be working to renew and deepen their faith in the
Lord’s mysterious and powerful presence in the Eucharist.
Lumen Gentium, the Constitution on the Church issued
at the Second Vatican Council states that the Eucharist is
“the source and summit of the Christian life” (Lumen Gentium, 11). In other words, the church draws her very life
and finds her most sublime moment in the celebration of
the Eucharist.
In Vatican II’s document on the priesthood we find the
following statement on the importance of the Eucharist:
“The other sacraments, and indeed all ecclesiastical ministries and works of the apostolate, are bound up with the
Eucharist and are oriented toward it. For in the Blessed
Eucharist is contained the whole spiritual good of the
church, namely Christ himself, our Pasch and Living
Bread” (Presbyterorum Ordinis, 5).

The Eucharist is the sum and summary of our Catholic
faith. As St. Irenaeus teaches, “Our way of thinking is attuned to the Eucharist, and the Eucharist in turn confirms
our faith” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1327).
If we as Catholics do not center our lives on the Eucharist, the church and her mission to proclaim Jesus Christ
to a world so much in need of him suffers. We cannot engage in effective evangelization without the Eucharist at
the heart of everything we do. However, with lives transformed by union with our Lord in the Eucharist, all things
are possible!
As your bishop, I am excited to enter into this time of
Eucharistic revival with you. Our efforts over the next three
years give us a real opportunity to be renewed as a diocese.
With a greater focus on the Lord’s Real Presence in the
Mass our parishes will grow stronger, and we will find the
capacity to share more effectively with our neighbors the
good news that Jesus Christ is the answer to all the deepest
questions of the human heart.

Sunday, June 19

Unable to walk the whole route?

Special Invitation

3 p.m. Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help,
520 Cathedral Dr., Rapid City
Eucharistic Procession to follow Mass
along 5th St. to Memorial Park Bandshell

Drive to Immaculate Conception Church (922
5th St.) and join the procession for the last halfmile. Free Picnic, Rapid City and Piedmont
Knights of Columbus will provide the food
and beverages.

Children who received 1st Communion this
year are invited to wear their 1st Communion
clothes, walk at the head of the procession and
spread flower petals in the path.

The revival begins on the Feast of Corpus Christi which
falls this year on June 19. I invite you to join me for a special diocesan-wide celebration that day. I will be celebrating
Mass at our Cathedral at 3 p.m. on Sunday, June 19, and
then will lead a Eucharistic Procession to Memorial Park
in Rapid City. Once we arrive at the park there will be
benediction and a free picnic sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus.
Your presence would mean a lot to me as we begin the
Revival in our diocese. Let’s join together and celebrate
the awesome gift of the Lord’s presence in the Eucharist!
+Bishop Peter
Learn more at:
rapidcitydiocese.org/revival

