
Originally from the Seattle area, Healing 
the Culture relocated its headquarters to 
Rapid City last May. Camille Pauley, the 
organization’s co-founder and CEO, said 
they specialize in creating pro-life educa-
tional programs for all ages, from kinder-
gartners to adults.  

In a written statement, she added, Heal-
ing the Culture has arguably one of the 
most unique pro-life educational missions 
in the world. Driven by its goal to perma-
nently end abortion and assisted suicide, the 
organization has a singular focus — to form 
people deeply in authentic definitions of 
happiness, success, quality of life, freedom, 
and human rights so that abortion and eu-
thanasia become unthinkable. 

Healing the Culture takes a unique phi-
losophy-based approach to pro-life educa-
tion, emphasizing universal principles of 
logic, ethics, and justice. The group uses 
these principles to advocate for the ethical 
and just treatment of unborn children and 
their mothers, terminally ill persons, and 
persons with disabilities. The academic con-
tent of the group’s programs was developed 
by Fr. Robert Spitzer, a Catholic Jesuit 
priest who formerly served as President of 
Gonzaga University in Spokane, Wash. Fa-
ther Spitzer is currently the President of the 
Magis Center for Reason and Faith and ap-
pears weekly on the TV program “Fr. 
Spitzer’s Universe,” which airs on the Eter-
nal Word Television Network (EWTN). 
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Major national pro-life group relocates to Rapid City
“Seattle was my home for nearly 30 

years. Like all urban areas, it represents the 
front lines in the battle between the culture 
of life and the culture of death,” said Pauley. 
“But we were heavily burdened with gov-
ernment mandates that were expensive, dis-
ruptive, and even immoral.”  

That led Pauley to envision a new busi-
ness model. “You want your best-trained 
troops fighting on the front lines,” she said. 
“But that’s a dangerous area to locate your 
ammunitions factory or a training camp for 
new recruits. That’s Healing the Culture’s 
role, and so we see South Dakota as a po-
litically and economically stable place for 
the hub of our operations. From here we 
can freely evangelize throughout the U.S. 
and internationally as well.” 

Pauley says the teaching methodology 
developed by Father Spitzer enables them 
to reach out to people of diverse beliefs. 
“Our academic content was developed by a 
Catholic priest, and most of our Board 
members and staff are Catholic,” she ob-
serves. “Yet the programs we offer are based 
almost entirely on philosophical principles, 
not on theological teachings. That makes 
them accessible to all people, even if they’re 
not Catholic or not religious at all. Every-
thing we present is consistent with Catholic 
teaching, but you don’t have to be Christian 
to understand it, embrace it, and make it 
your own.” 

Healing the Culture has big plans fol-

lowing its move to Rapid City. The group 
has acquired modern office space on the 
south side of town, and early this year will 
begin construction of a large, state-of-the-
art film studio. “Video production is the 
root of all our pro-life education, so it’s im-
portant that we have a professional, high-
quality studio,” Pauley said. She encouraged 
professionals with a heart for the pro-life 
mission to contact her. “We’re changing the 
world from right here in Rapid City.” 

To learn more about Healing the Cul-
ture, visit www.healingtheculture.com. 

 
(Based on a Healing the Culture  

press release)

Camille Pauly, founder and CEO, of Healing the Culture is shown in a screenshot of the 
organization’s website, www.healingtheculture.com.

Healing the Culture's production crew (left 
and center) work with Mario Rangel of 
Rangel Construction (right) to plan the build-
out of a new pro-life film studio in Rapid City. 
(Courtesy photo)
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I hope that you and 
those you love experi-
enced many graces 
during the Advent 
and Christmas Sea-
sons. Celebrating my 
second Christmas in 
western South Dakota 
was a blessing for me.  
After a year and a half 
as your bishop, I’m 
feeling settled in and 
have enjoyed meeting 
many of you.  

As we begin a new year, we have much 
to be grateful for and much to look forward 
to. We have faced significant challenges be-
cause of the pandemic and I am thankful 
for the many ways the members of our dio-
cese have brought prayerful determination 
and creative energy to bear during the past 
months. You can see in the annual report on 
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diocesan finances featured on pages 12-13 
in this issue that we were able to meet our 
responsibilities because of your ongoing 
support and with the assistance of the PPP 
loans/grants that we qualified for. Thank 
you for everything you do to help us as a 
diocese. Going forward, your financial gifts 
to the diocese will be even more important 
since we will not be able to depend on PPP 
loans in the future.  

Our diocese will be participating in the 
Synod process that Pope Francis has called 
the universal church to engage in over the 
next two years. Providentially, we had just 
begun a planning process as a diocese to ex-
plore how we can better proclaim the good 
news of Jesus Christ in western South 
Dakota. Please support your parish priest 
and parish leaders as they seek your input.  
The intention of the Synod is to make sure 
that we are reaching out to those on the 
margins of parish life, including the inactive 

and the poor, so that we can listen to their 
needs.  My hope is that we can listen to 
each other more effectively and renew our 
parish and diocesan community of faith.  

Another important initiative that will 
unfold over the next three years is a Na-
tional Eucharistic Revival. (See page 4) This 
Eucharistic Revival is the strategic plan of 
the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops for the next three years beginning 
with the Feast of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ (Sunday, June 19, 2022). 
The first year of the revival will focus on cel-
ebrating the Eucharist and devotion of the 
Eucharist on the diocesan level. Plans are 
being made for a special Sunday Mass at 
the Cathedral with a Eucharistic Procession 
from the Cathedral to Main Street Square 
on June 19. Other diocesan and deanery 
celebrations are in the planning stages. The 
second year of the revival will focus on the 
Eucharist as the source and summit of 

Looking ahead in the New Year 
parish life across the diocese. This year will 
lead into a national year of revival that will 
culminate in a National Eucharistic Con-
gress that will gather 100,000 Catholics 
from around the country to bear witness to 
the power of the Eucharist as the central 
prayer and lifeblood of the church. At this 
event participants will receive special train-
ing to prepare them to return to their home 
dioceses as Eucharistic Missionaries.  

God has many great things planned for 
us as the Catholic community in western 
South Dakota. I ask your prayers for these 
important initiatives. Let us pray that our 
life in Christ as a diocese will be renewed 
as we reach out to those at the margins, lis-
ten to each other, and refocus our attention 
on the Lord in his powerful Eucharistic 
presence!  

 
+Bishop Peter 

This is the official logo for the XVI Ordinary 
General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops. 
Originally scheduled for 2022, the synod will 
take place in October 2023 to allow for 
broader consultation at the diocesan,  
national and regional levels. (CNS photo/ 
courtesy Synod of Bishops)

Are you being 
called to the  
Diaconate? 

Inquiry sessions begin  
in February. For more  

information, visit  
https://rcdeacon.org/formation 

or contact Deacon Greg Sass at 
605-791-7282 or 

gsass@diorc.org., or use the 
QR code below.  

Humility and trust: Finding the keys to the synodal journey
BY CINDY WOODEN  

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As many 
Catholics try to understand what Pope 
Francis might mean by a “synodal church,” 
he highlighted some of the essential char-
acteristics — especially humility and trust 

— in homilies and speeches over Christmas 
and early in the new year. 

Preaching on the feast of the Epiphany, 
Jan. 6, for example, he told Catholics that 
they need to learn from the Magi not to be 
afraid to take a new path when the Holy 
Spirit inspires them to do so. 

“This is also one of the tasks of the 
synod: to journey together and to listen to 
one another, so that the Spirit can suggest 
to us new ways and paths to bring the 
Gospel to the hearts of those who are dis-
tant, indifferent or without hope, yet con-
tinue to seek what the Magi found: ‘a great 
joy.’” 

Xavière Missionary Sister Nathalie Bec-
quart, undersecretary of the Synod of Bish-
ops, told Catholic News Service Jan. 5, “I 
see seeds of synodality already growing.”  

Her shorthand explanation of synodality 
is “coming from the ‘I’ to the ‘us.’” 

Synodality means recognizing that being 
a Christian is being part of a community 
with shared gifts and responsibilities, called 
to listen to the way the Holy Spirit is in-
spiring each of the baptized and collaborat-
ing to find more effective means of sharing 
the Gospel, she said. “It is to highlight that 
what we have in common through baptism 
is more important than all our differences 

of status, age, vocation or roles.” 
That recognition, though, is impossible 

without the virtue of humility, as Pope 
Francis emphasized in his speech to leaders 
of the Roman Curia Dec. 23. 

“Humility alone can enable us to en-
counter and listen, to dialogue and discern, 
to pray together,” the pope told them. “If we 
remain enclosed in our own convictions and 
experiences, the hard shell of our own 
thoughts and feelings, it will be difficult to 
be open to that experience of the Spirit, 
which, as the Apostle Paul says, is born of 
the conviction that we are all children of 
‘one God and Father of all, who is above all 
and through all and in all.’” 

Pope Francis kicked off the process for 
the Synod of Bishops in October, and while 
dioceses around the world were asked to 
begin local listening sessions shortly there-
after, the process is expected to move into 
high gear in 2022. 

Bishops, pastors and others with a lead-
ership role in the church are called to have 
a broader vision, which requires even greater 
humility and patience in listening to all and 
being willing to consider other points of 
view and other experiences, Sister Becquart 
said. 

“Christianity isn’t about knowledge, it’s 

about living like Christ,” she said, which is 
why Pope Francis insists so much on listen-
ing to the poor and to the people who are 
on the “periphery” of social, economic and 
even ecclesial power structures. 

In her personal experience and in her re-
search, Sister Becquart said, “synodality is a 
path of reconciliation, of healing,” including 
between men and women or between clergy 
and laypeople.
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Bishop’s Calendar 
Jan. 23 - Feb. 24, 2022  

Subject to change without notice

Dr. Paula Sorensen 
Dr. Eryn Caudill 

Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care 

2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702 

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES 
www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com

• Contact Lens Specialists  
   including bifocal contact lenses 
• Great frames & sunglasses 
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management 
• Family & second pair discounts 
• Urgent eye care for infections,  
   foreign body removal & other eye problems

@RapidCitydiorc @RapidCitydiorcDioceseofRapidCity

or online: www.rapidcitydiocese.org

January 23, Sunday 
10 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting 
11 a.m. Confirmation Mass, Blessed Sacrament Church, Bison 
January 29, Saturday 
5 p.m. Mass and Reception for Social Justice Workshop, Terra Sancta 
January 30 - February 5  
National Catholic Schools Week 
January 31- Monday 
9 a.m. National Catholic Schools Week Mass,Cathedral  
7 p.m. Men in Black Basketball Event, St. Thomas More High School,  
Rapid City 
February 2, Wednesday 
10 a.m. Sioux Spiritual Center Board Meeting, Chancery  
February 3, Thursday 
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders Meeting, Chancery  
February 5, Saturday 
3:45 p.m. Veritatis Splendor Institute, Terra Sancta  
February 8, Tuesday 
8:30 a.m. Staff Mass, Chancery  
February 10, Thursday 
11 a.m. Mass (St. Scholastica), St. Martin Monastery 
February 19, Saturday 
5:30 p.m. Married Sweethearts Mass and Dinner, Terra Sancta 
February 21, Monday  
Presidents' Day, Chancery Closed 
11 a.m. Mass with Junior Clergy, Sioux Spiritual Center  
February 22, Tuesday 
9 a.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, Chancery  
1 p.m. College of Consultors Meeting, Chancery  
February 23, Wednesday 
3:45 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School Board Executive Committee,Chancery  
February 24, Thursday 
8:15 a.m. Diocesan Investment Committee Meeting, Chancery 
9 a.m. Diocesan Finance Council Meeting, Chancery  
11:30 a.m. Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation Board Meeting,  
Chancery  
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BY BARB UMBERGER  
ST. PAUL, Minn. (CNS) — The excite-

ment the U.S. bishops showed in approving 
a three-year National Eucharistic Revival is 
“actually a real work of the Holy 
Spirit,” said Bishop Andrew H. 
Cozzens, Diocese of Crookston, 
Minn. 

The U.S. bishops approved plans 
for the revival during their fall gen-
eral assembly recently in Baltimore. 
The revival is set to begin next June 
and will culminate in a National 
Eucharistic Congress hosted by the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis July 
17-21, 2024. 

Asked how the Catholic Church 
can deepen the understanding of 
the Eucharist with the revival and congress, 
Bishop Cozzens referred to Jesus saying a 
lighted lamp does not belong under a 
bushel basket. 

Bishop Cozzens said he could sense the 
bishops unity and excitement over the re-
vival “throughout the week and in the con-
versations ... and the gratitude and the 
excitement of the bishops who feel like 
there's a pastoral need that we’re fulfilling.” 

During the assembly, the bishops also 
approved a 26-page statement titled “The 

Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the 
Church,” which explains the centrality of 
the Eucharist and addresses the fundamen-
tal doctrine about the sacrament. 

The document provides a 
blueprint that will help 
throughout the eucharistic re-
vival, and specifically for pro-
grams such as the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
and small groups in parishes, the 
archbishop told The Catholic 
Spirit. 

The first year of the three-
year revival will have a diocesan 
focus that could include eu-
charistic processions, adoration 
and prayer, Bishop Cozzens 

said. The second year will focus on parishes, 
with catechetical resources being prepared 
that will help train leaders in parishes to 
share the meaning and depth of the Eu-
charist, he said. 

“Those leaders will help us really reach 
out to the people who are ... minimally con-
nected to the church,” Bishop Cozzens said. 

They may call themselves Catholic, and 
they may sometimes attend Mass, he said, 
but they don't yet understand the gift of the 
Eucharist. Talking with people who are not 

Catholic or not even Christian could be 
part of the outreach as well, he said. 

For the National Eucharistic Congress, 
he envisioned a pilgrimage of sorts to Indi-
anapolis that could involve processing a 
monstrance to various regions and 
provinces in the U.S., with Catholics gath-
ered at events with their bishops. 

He gave the example of a potential 
prayer event for racial healing in the Twin 
Cities, an event in a Southern state focused 
on migrants, or an event at a prison where 

people could pray for healing and forgive-
ness. 

The last National Eucharistic Congress 
in the U.S. occurred in 1976, drawing more 
than 1 million people, Bishop Cozzens said. 

“I do think at these big events, the Holy 
Spirit works through them, and I think it 
will have a big impact on our cou 
ntry,” Bishop Cozzens said. He said several 
bishops at the USCCB told him, “We’re 
coming.” 

Bishops’ excitement about eucharistic revival called ‘work of Holy Spirit’

BISHOP ANDREW H. 
COZZENS

Invites you to join and  
support CSS!

     We hope we can count on your continued support of the Catholic Social 
Services 2022 Palm Sunday Brunch scheduled for April 10, 2022, at the 
Ramkota Convention Center in Rapid City.  
     Keynote speaker Dr. Tim Gray, one time Rapid City resident and  
President of the Augustine Institute, is a well know Catholic speaker and  
author. The brunch will be an opportunity for you to hear about Dr. Gray’s 
endeavors: 
   - Symbolon, a program of faith formation for adults  
   - FORMED, a digital platform with Catholic film, ebooks & audio 
   - Signs of Grace, a sacramental preparation program for children 
   - Books: “Peter: Keys to Following Jesus” and “Praying Scripture for a   
        Change: An Introduction to Lectio Divina” 
     With your sponsorship you are invited to the Sponsors Reception on  
Saturday, April 9, giving an opportunity to chat with Dr. Gray personally. 
     Sponsorship includes: reserved preferred seating, recognition at the event 
and in newsletter and private reception. 

Send your sponship to or call: 
529 Kansas City St. Rapid City SD 57701 

605.348.6086.  css@cssrapidcity.com.  www.cssrapidcity.com 

M a j o r  S p o n s o r s h i p  L e v e l s
Yes, I will assist CSS to fulfulll it’s mission

$1,500 $1,000 $500$2,000

Enclosed is a check Credit Card

Other Donation Amount $

Tickets to Brunch     Children under 10 

Name     Address 

City, State, Zip 

Phone     E-mail 

Name on Card       Exp. Date 

Card number               3 digits          Amount 

 
Catholic Social Services is a tax qualified non-profit 501 (c) 3 charity. Our Federal Tax ID # is 46-0418272
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www.holyfamilycoffins.com/info@holyfamilycoffins.com 
(605) 786-3332 
 

Holy Family Coffins & Caskets 
“A simple option for a complex moment.”

BY BRIAN T. OLSZEWSKI  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
 

“Love Never Fails: Living the Catholic 
Faith in Our Daily Lives” by Bishop Donald 
Hying. Ignatius Press (San Francisco, 2021). 
187 pp, $16.95. 

Sometimes when reading reflections, one 
can almost hear what the author is saying. 
When they are published, it’s as though the 
printed word is transformed into an audio-
book. That is what the reader will experi-
ence with Bishop Donald Hying’s “Love 
Never Fails.” 

Bishop Hying, who heads the Diocese of 
Madison, Wisconsin, and previously served 
as an auxiliary bishop in Milwaukee and as 
Bishop of Gary, Indiana, asks thought-pro-
voking questions. 

In a chapter titled “Spiritual Spend-
thrifts,” he asks, “How can I ever really 
know the joy of salvation unless I lift up my 
experiences of anxiety, dread, sin and isola-
tion to God on the cross? Can I really ap-
preciate the gift of my life in Christ until I 
have somehow been painfully uprooted 
from my complacent self-sufficiency?” 

He draws upon a variety of sources, 
quoting Scripture, Robert Frost, G.K. 
Chesterton, Henry David Thoreau, Pope 
Francis and a number of saints, including 
Augustine, Teresa of Avila and John Paul II, 
not as an academic exercise but to make a 
point. 

“Love Never Fails” is inspirational but 
never preachy. When he calls gratitude and 
thankfulness “hallmarks of the mystical 
journey,” the reader can almost hear Bishop 

Hying’s words aloud: 
“Let your life be more about praising 

than complaining, more about what has 
been given than what is lacking. Gratitude 
and humility contain the great secret of joy 
and peace. ... What we are searching for has 
already been given. We just need to reach 
out and receive it and then pass it on.” 

Numerous times he mentions his family, 
growing up as the youngest of six boys in a 
home where the rosary was recited every 
evening. He speaks of love and admiration 
for his parents and notes how their example 
and the environment in which they raised 
their sons had an impact upon his vocation 
to the priesthood 

In an All Souls’ Day reflection, he writes 
about his 10-year-old brother Patrick, who 
died of liver cancer. 

“Going through my own sorrow and 
watching my parents grieve up close as a 6-
year-old forever marked my heart and life. 
... Our sorrow and loss as a family gradually 
healed through faith, prayer and the kind-
ness of family and friends, but the experi-
ence both wounded and transformed us,” he 
writes. 

He continues, “As painful as it was, my 
brother’s death blessed me. This tragic ex-
perience opened me to ask the big questions 
and brought me to a richer faith, gave me a 
deeper compassion for the suffering of oth-
ers, and granted for me a powerful interces-
sor in heaven. ... I feel that my vocation to 
the priesthood was nurtured by the tragic 
death of Patrick.” 

Bishop Hying’s stories can make a reader 
cry, but they can also make one laugh. 

In a reflection on Pentecost, he writes, 
“I’m afraid that if Pentecost happened today, 
instead of immediately going out to evan-
gelize, the early church would have formed 
a long-range study committee, wrote up 
long plans on how to evangelize and organ-
ized countless meetings. Thankfully, they 
did none of that!” 

“Love Never Fails” prods readers’ spiri-
tual lives in a pastoral, practical way. They 
may say, “I’ve read all that,” but one can be 
certain they haven’t read it the way Bishop 
Hying presents it. In a chapter titled 
“Everyone is Called to Evangelize,” Bishop 
Hying relates how he heard Matthew Kelly 
speak about his book “Four Signs of a Dy-
namic Catholic” and that he was so “fired 
up” by what the author said that he ordered 
5,000 copies of the book and gave them 
away. They might not be moved to buy an-
other 5,000 copies, but they will certainly 
share what they’ve read with others. 

Bishop’s reflections prod readers’ spiritual lives in practical way 
This is the 
book cover of 
“Love Never 
Fails: Living 
the Catholic 
Faith in Our 
Daily Lives” by 
Bishop Donald 
Hying. The 
book is  
reviewed by 
Brian T.  
Olszewski. 
(CNS photo/ 
courtesy  
Ignatius Press)
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Learn more about our history, highlights from 
the past 10 years, and most importantly, read 
the stories of people who have been a part of 
the Terra Sancta experience — from the Sisters 
of St. Martin Monastery, to volunteers and staff, 
for retreat guests, lodging guests, and more!  

BY JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES  
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Before 

baptizing 16 babies in the Sistine Chapel, 
Pope Francis reminded parents and godpar-
ents of their responsibility to care for and 
preserve the Christian identity the infants 
were about to receive. 

“This is your task throughout your lives: 
to guard the Christian identity of your chil-
dren,” the pope said. “It is a daily commit-
ment: help them grow with the light they 
receive today.” 

The pope baptized the seven boys and 
nine girls — the children of Vatican em-
ployees — in the Sistine Chapel during the 
celebration of Mass Jan. 9, the feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord. 

The annual tradition of baptizing infants 
on the feast day, which began in 1981 by St. 
John Paul II, was canceled last year due to 
the pandemic. 

Although the baptisms resumed this 
year, the number of infants was significantly 
reduced. In January 2020, the pope had 
baptized 32 infants in the Sistine Chapel. 

Delivering a brief, off-the-cuff homily, 
Pope Francis recalled a hymn for the feast 
day that said the people of Israel went to the 
Jordan River to be baptized “with bare feet 
and bare souls.” 

“These children today also come here 
with ‘bare souls’ to receive God’s justifica-
tion, Jesus’ strength, the strength to move 
forward in life,” he said. “Your children will 
receive their Christian identity today. And 
you, parents and godparents, must guard 
this identity.” 

With the sounds of fussy children filling 
the frescoed chapel, the pope repeated his 
usual advice to mothers of infants, encour-
aging them to make their children comfort-
able, and to not worry if they start to cry in 
the chapel. 

“This ceremony is a bit long; the children 
then feel uncomfortable here in an environ-
ment they do not know. Please, they are the 
protagonists: make sure that they are not 
too hot, that they feel comfortable,” Pope 
Francis said. 

He added. “And if they cry out, let them 

cry out, because they have a community 
spirit, let’s say a ‘band spirit,’ a spirit of en-
semble, and all it takes is for one to start —

because everyone is musical — and imme-
diately the orchestra comes! Let them cry, 
let them feel free.”

Preserve Christian identity received at baptism, pope says

Pope Francis baptizes a baby as he celebrates Mass marking the feast of the Baptism of the 
Lord in the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican Jan. 9. The pope baptized 16 infants.  
(CNS photo/Vatican Media)



seem laughingly low. 
These ‘signs’ may 
mean they are simply 
practicing Catholics. 
But at a time when 
most people their age 
have left the church, 
these young men are 
pursuing the Eu-
charist, progressing in 
the spiritual life, and 
are willing to help 
others with their 
faith. Talk about 
priestly! Therefore I 
encourage you to take 
a moment to think about those in your 
parish who meet this standard.” 

Actually, this is something that we can 
all do! All of us can help pastors “to be fish-
ers of men,” by praying for vocations and 
also by pointing out the men in our 
parishes who fit this standard. Be on the 
lookout for men in your parish, 16 to 30 
years old, who fit this simple standard. Fa-
ther Pratt says, “If anyone does one or more 
those things, it’s time to reach out.”  

Let’s be courageous in this new year and 
visit with our pastors about who in our 
parishes fit the standard outlined by Father 
Pratt. Encourage them to reach out to these 
men as true fishers of men and watch them 
exude with joy.  
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This past year, the priests of our diocese 
gathered in their deaneries to pray, to share 
their vocational stories and to reflect to-
gether on a booklet by Msgr. Thomas 
Richter titled, “Lend Your Own Voice to 
Christ: A Helpful Guide for Priests to Call 
Forth Men to the Priesthood.”  Our priests 
had spirited conversations as they shared 
with one another what it meant for them to 
lend their own voice to Christ in calling 
forth men to discern a call to priesthood.  

In this booklet, Msgr. Richter’s conclud-
ing words are: “Like a natural father, there 
is great joy for a priest when he brings to 
life, with God, another self: a priest of Jesus 
Christ. How much joy there must have 
been in Jesus when he called forth his first 
priests! Jesus wants all his priests to experi-
ence this joy within his fatherhood. It is a 
joy and a privilege to call forth to life the 
mystery of a priestly vocation planted in the 
soul of the man. May this joy of Christ be 
ours! If we do not allow fear or discourage-
ment to keep us from lending our own voice 
to Christ, his promise will come true in us: 
‘I will make you fishers of men…’” 

I am excited that our priests have said 
yes to continue this conversation in 2022. 
Their generous response gives me hope and 
I look forward to seeing how they move 
their prayer and conversations forward and 
experience the joy of calling “forth to life 
the mystery of priestly vocation planted in 
the soul of the man.” 

To continue to support priests in their 
role as “fishers of men,” the vocation office 
is providing two resources for them: “Priests 
for the Third Millennium” by Cardinal 
Timothy M. Dolan and “Five Conversa-
tions About the Priesthood: A Simple Way 
Busy Priests Can Help Young Men Dis-
cern” by Father Michael Pratt.  

Cardinal Dolan’s book lays the founda-
tions for the five conversations suggested in 
the second book which are centered around 
priestly identity, the Eucharist in the priest’s 
life, the sacrament of penance, preaching 
and parish priesthood.  

When I first came across Father Pratt’s 
book at the beginning of December, I saw 
it as a sign of the Holy Spirit. On the open-
ing page of his book, he has this quote from 
Msgr. Richter’s book, “To whom did Jesus 
give his greatest authority, power, influence, 
the responsibility to call men to the priest-

hood? The priest who has been appointed 
as a Pastor of his soul!”  

To follow up our reflections on Msgr. 
Richter’s booklet with Father Pratt’s book 
seems providential and well-timed.  

Father Pratt’s book is amazingly simple 
and practical. The first part describes how 
to spot potential vocations in your parish. 
He says, “Think of the priests in your own 
diocese. It’s probably an incredibly (even 
humorously) varied bunch. God’s creativity 

is spectacular.”  
Father Pratt says that spotting potential 

vocations is surprisingly easy. Here is the 
standard: “Be on the lookout for unmarried 
men in your parish who are between the 
ages of 16 and 30 and do one or more of the 
following: regularly attend Sunday Mass 
(especially going to daily Mass), come to 
confession, pray in the church and volunteer 
in the parish.” 

Father Pratt says that “this standard may 

Fr. Mark  
McCormick 

Director  
Office of 

Vocations 
MMcCormick 

@diorc.org 

Help spot vocations in your parish

Cost: $1,700* Includes: accommodations, some meals, bus transportation, sweatshirt, pilgrimage book 
*Airfare: MUST BE PURCHASED INDIVIDUALLY 

*$500.00 Non-refundable deposit due ASAP to secure your spot  *$1,200 - remaining balance due Feb. 11, 2022 
Please Contact Sr. Rachel, SCJTM for more information: rgosda@diorc.org 605-343-3541



country, has a run time 
of upwards of three 
hours, and gets millions 
of views. In the past 
year, I have appeared on 
two podcasts with Jor-
dan Peterson, each one 
in excess of two hours 
and featuring pretty 
high-level discourse. 
The first one has 
reached just shy of one 
million views, and the 
second, published three 
weeks ago, has already 
surpassed five hundred 
thousand views.  

Perhaps we’re turning a corner. Perhaps 
young people have tired of vituperative 
sound bites and superficial pseudo-intellec-
tualism. To encourage this trend, I would 
like to invite all of you to use much less so-
cial media — and maybe pick up “The 
Brothers Karamazov.” 
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Bishop 
Robert  
Barron 

Auxiliary Bishop 
of the  
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Los Angeles

I like to watch old movies. Over the past 
several months, I’ve watched (or re-visited) 
a number of Alfred Hitchcock thrillers, 
some screwball comedies from the thirties 
and forties, and a couple of film-noir clas-
sics. Last week, over the course of three 
evenings, I managed to get through the 
three hours and forty minutes (yes, you read 
that correctly) of the Charlton Heston ver-
sion of “The Ten Command-
ments” from 1956. With 
delight, I took in the still 
marvelous technicolor, the 
over-the-top costumes, 
the wonderfully corny 
faux-Shakespearean dia-
logue, and the hammy 
acting that is, one might 
say, so bad that it’s good. 
But what especially struck 
me was the sheer length of 
the film. Knowing that it required a rather 
extraordinary act of attention on the part of 
its audience, it is astonishing to remember 
that it was wildly popular, easily the most 
successful movie of its time. It is estimated 
that, adjusted for inflation, it earned a box 
office of roughly two billion dollars. Would 
moviegoers today, I wondered, ever be able 
to muster the patience required to make a 
film like “The Ten Commandments” equally 
popular today? I think the question answers 
itself. 

The coming together of daunting length 
and popularity then put me in mind of a 
number of other examples of this combina-
tion from cultural history. In the nine-
teenth-century, the novels of Charles 
Dickens were so sought after that ordinary 
Londoners waited in long lines for chapters 
as they were published in serial form. And 
let’s face it: not a lot happens in Dickens 
novels, by which I mean very few things 
blow up; there are no alien invasions; no 
snappy one-liners uttered by the heroes be-
fore they blow away the bad guys. For the 
most part, they consist of lengthy conversa-
tions among fascinating and quirky charac-
ters. Much the same can be said of the 
novels and stories of Dostoevsky. Though 
there is indeed a murder and a police inves-
tigation at the heart of the plot of “The 
Brothers Karamazov,” for the vast majority 
of that famous novel, Dostoevsky arranges 
various characters in drawing rooms for 

pages and pages and pages of dialogue on 
matters political, cultural, and religious. 
During that same period, Abraham Lincoln 
and Stephen A. Douglas engaged in a series 
of debates on the vexed issue of slavery in 
America. They spoke for hours at a time—
and in an intellectually elevated manner. If 
you doubt me, look up the texts online. 

Their audiences were not 
cultural elites or stu-

dents of political phi-
losophy, but rather 
ordinary Illinois 
farmers, who stood 
in the mud, gave 
their full attention, 
and strained to hear 
the orators unampli-
fied voices. Could 
you even begin to 

imagine an American crowd today 
willing to stand for a comparable length of 
time and listen to complex presentations on 
public policy — and for that matter, could 
you imagine any American politician will-
ing or able to speak at Lincolnian length 
and depth? Once again, the questions an-
swer themselves. 

Why this look back at modes and styles 
of communication from another age? Be-
cause by contrast, ours seem so impover-
ished! I certainly understand the value of 
social media, and I readily use them in my 
evangelical work, but at the same time, I am 
acutely aware of how they have lessened our 
attention span and capacity for sophisti-
cated conversation and real advance toward 
the truth. Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, 
and especially Twitter specialize in flashy 
headlines, misleading titles, simplistic char-
acterizations of an opponent’s position, 
sound bites in place of arguments, and 
mean-spirited rhetoric. Just dip into the 
comment boxes on any of these sites, and 
you’ll immediately see what I mean. A fa-
vorite technique on social media is to take 
a phrase or even a single word of a person’s 
argument, wrench it out of context, give it 
the worst possible interpretation, and then 
splash one’s outrage all over the internet. 
Everything has to be fast, easily digested, 
simple to understand, black and white —
because we have to get clicks on our site, 
and it’s a dog-eat-dog world. What worries 
me is that an entire generation has come of 

age conditioned by this mode of communi-
cation and hence is largely incapable of 
summoning the patience and attention re-
quired for intelligent engagement of com-
plex issues. I noticed this, by the way, in my 
nearly twenty years of teaching in the sem-
inary. Over those two decades, it became in-
creasingly difficult to get my students to 
read, say, a hundred pages of St. Augustine’s 
“Confessions” or of Plato’s “Republic.” Es-
pecially in more recent years, they would 
say, “Father, I just can’t concentrate that 
long.” Well, the auditors of the Lincoln-
Douglas debates could, and so could the 
readers of Dickens, and so even could those 
who sat through “The Ten Command-
ments” sixty-some years ago.  

So as not to end on a down note, permit 
me to draw your attention to what I con-
sider a real sign of hope. In just the last cou-
ple of years, there has been a trend in the 
direction of longform podcasts that are at-
tracting huge audiences of young people.  
One of the most popular shows in the 

‘The Ten Commandments’ and our pathetic attention span
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World Day for  
Consecrated Life 

February 2, celebrated in 
parishes Feb. 5-6  
   In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a 
day of prayer for women and men in conse-
crated life. This celebration is attached to the 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on Febru-
ary 2nd. This Feast is also known as Candle-
mas Day; the day on which candles are 
blessed symbolizing Christ who is the light of 
the world. So too, those in consecrated life are 
called to reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all 
peoples. The word “consecrated” means “to be 
set apart” which, in turn, means that conse-
crated persons are “set apart” to love and live 
for God and His Church.  
   There are several ways to celebrate World 
Day for Consecrated Life.  Some suggestions 
might be to send cards of support to newer en-
trants, ask to visit a mother house to meet and 
pray with sisters, brothers, and priests. Invite the vocation director to visit your classroom, 
board meeting, or faith group to learn more about consecrated life. You could also send flow-
ers, make a donation to a religious community, or invite someone in your parish to discern 
their vocation to consecrated life. Check out the National Religious Vocation Conference web-
site and Gods-call.com for more information about World Day for Consecrated Life.

Bishop welcomes pledge by to prevent war  
CLEVELAND (CNS) — The chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Interna-
tional Justice and Peace welcomed a pledge by five nuclear powers to prevent 
the spread of nuclear weapons and new arms races. Bishop David J. Malloy of 
Rockford, Illinois, said in a Jan. 6 statement that the pledge from China, France, 
Russia, United Kingdom and the U.S. “is an important acclamation of the need 
to prevent nuclear war and avoid arms races. This principled statement affirms 
‘a nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought’ and stresses the im-
portance of abiding by nonproliferation agreements and commitments,” Bishop 
Malloy said. The five nations are permanent members of the United Nations Se-
curity Council. The pledge by the nuclear-armed states came a day before the 
planned Jan. 4 start of the 10th Review Conference of the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. U.N. officials delayed the start of the confer-
ence for a third time because of the mounting surge in the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The review conference is tentatively set to run Aug. 1-26 at U.N. headquarters 
in New York. 

February 2, 2022  
Feast of the Presentation  

of the Lord 
World day of prayer 
for Consecrated Life 

Website: carmelofmary.org  Email: carmelofmary@gmail.com

Do you feel the Light  

drawing you to Carmel? 

"Let all of us be enlightened 
and made radiant by this light. 

Let all of us share in its  
splendor" --St. Sophronius
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A common miscon-

ception holds that early 
“modernity” invented 
the “individual”: the 
idea that everyone is a 
someone with a unique 
identity independent of 
family, tribe, racial 
group, or nation. And 
from that idea of indi-
viduality, it’s argued, 
came the most distinc-
tive civilizational ac-
complishments of the 
West. Those accom-

plishments (it’s further argued) are now 
threatened by progressive and conservative 
forms of collectivism that threaten individ-
ual preogative and initiative.  

It’s hard not to agree that modernity, or 
post-modernity, or whatever-you-choose-
to-call-our-present-moment, is a mess. Fix-
ing that mess, however, requires opening the 
aperture of our historical understanding 
and recognizing that the Western civiliza-
tional project has deeper roots than those 
nurtured in 14th and 15th century Florence 
and other northern Italian city-states. We 
can learn a lot about those deeper roots 
from British intellectual historian Larry 
Siedentop, whose 2014 book Inventing the 
Individual makes a persuasive case that 
many of the ideas we now associate with 
“the individual” began to take form in the 
first six centuries of the first Christian mil-
lennium, long before the Italian Renais-
sance.  

Before Christianity, immortality was a 
family concept: one lived on in one’s family. 
The Resurrection of Jesus and the promise 
of a “…resurrection like his” (Rom 6:5) 
changed all that, as the individual human 

being became the locus of immortality — 
and thus the bearer of a unique, personal, 
“individual” dignity.   

Before Christianity, the fixed, un-
changeable givenness of human inequality 
set the bottom line of all social relation-
ships. Gal 3:28 chal-
lenged that when St. 
Paul taught that “there 
is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor fe-
male; for all are one in 
Christ Jesus.” This 
Pauline dictum not only underwrote a new 
appreciation of fundamental human equal-
ity; it also laid the basis for a new under-
standing that justice ought to reflect the 
moral equality of all, rather than bowing to 
inequalities in wealth, social status and 
power.  

There would be no “individual” and no 
Western civilization at its finest if Christi-
anity had not redefined the concept of a 
hero. Heroism in pre-Christian antiquity 
was the preserve of wily, wealthy aristocrats 
(think of Odysseus). Christianity democra-
tized heroism through the witness of the 
martyrs, whose number included ordinary 
folk, women and slaves. Moreover, that wit-
ness embodied a new form of self-respect 
that is crucial to a proper understanding of 
the “individual” as a moral agent who can 
recognize obligations and freely choose to 
fulfill them, even at personal cost.  

The Benedictine monasteries of the mis-
named Dark Ages brought the West a first 
experience of what we now call “voluntary 
associations” and a new model of authority: 
leadership chosen by universal suffrage 
within a responsible community capable of 
grasping its needs and arranging its affairs. 

Benedictine monasticism also gave a new 
depth of meaning to work, which was pre-
viously considered servile and demeaning. 
By contrast, the sons and daughters of 
Benedict and Scholastica learned and 
taught the dignity of labor, linked it to 

prayer (thus the 
B e n e d i c t i n e 
motto, Ora et 
Labora, “Pray 
and Work”), and 
laid the founda-
tions of a work 
ethic that has 
vastly enriched 

humanity’s material wellbeing. 
Then there is the towering figure of St. 

Augustine. How can anyone who has read 
the “Confessions,” the first true autobiogra-
phy, not find there one source of the mod-
ern concept of the individual — not to 
mention a wellspring of the habits of self-
examination and self-criticism essential to 
science and democracy?  

To these points made by Professor 
Siedentop, let me add one of my own: 

Could there be any concept of the “individ-
ual” as a bearer of “unalienable” (that is, 
built-in) rights if Christianity had not cut 
the state down to size by refusing to wor-
ship state authority? True, there is a long 
road between the Lord’s differentiation (in 
Mt 22:15-21) between what is owed Caesar 
and what is owed God to the modern 
Western concept of limited government by 
the consent of responsible individuals. But 
a crucial step on that journey was taken 
when Jesus, avoiding a trap set by his ad-
versaries, sharply distinguished between 
state power and God’s supreme authority. If 
there are things of God’s that Caesar may 
not claim, then Caesar is not God; and if 
Caesar is not God, Caesar’s power is, by 
definition, limited. By desacralizing state 
power, Christianity helped make possible 
the idea of the limited state, which was not 
an immaculate conception sprung from the 
mind of John Locke.  

Reconnecting with these deep roots of 
Western civilization would seem an impor-
tant step toward fixing what ails us, as a cul-
ture and a society, these days.     

Who invented the individual? 

George  
Weigel 

 
Senior fellow  
Ethics and  

Public Policy 
 Center in  

Washington, D.C.

‘There would be no  
“individual” and no Western  

civilization at its finest if  
Christianity had not redefined the 

concept of a hero.’

Presentation 
of Jesus 
Mary and Joseph's 
presentation of 
Jesus in the temple 
40 days after his 
birth is depicted in a 
stained-glass  
window at St. Mary 
of the Isle Church in 
Long Beach, N.Y. 
The feast of the  
Presentation of the 
Lord, also known as 
Candlemas, is  
celebrated Feb. 2. 
(CNS photo/Gregory 
A. Shemitz)
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Select International Tours, Rita Dupres, 605-381-4988 

2022: July 12-23 — Greece, Fr. Kerry Prendivlle, follow in the 
footsteps of St. Paul (includes 4-day Aegean Sea Cruise). 

  
August 1-12 — Northern Ireland & Scotland includes a  

3-day optional tour of Wales with Fr. Brian Lane. 

Many more pilgrimages can be found at  
www.selectinternationaltours.com  

Holy Land, Germany, Poland, Spain, Russia, Croatia etc.  
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Masses are offered each month of the year for deceased 
and living foundation “planned giving” donors. Please  
consider becoming a member of the Catholic Heritage  

Society by making a deferred gift to the  
Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation,  

605-721-6843.

Saturday, February 19 | 8:30AM - 4 PM 
RECONCILIATION RETREAT — LOVE YOURSELF 
The retreat is open to all denominations, Catholic & non-Catholic,  

friends & family of all ages. Onsite childcare available. 
Holy Mass 4 p.m. 

Terra Sancta Retreat Center, 2101 City Springs Rd., Rapid City 
To help with food planning, please register at  

terrasancta.org/event/cathedral-of-olph-parish-reconciliation-retreat 
$15 per person — scholarships available 

For more information call Dave Jetson (605) 718-5500
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PARISH CITY Day & Month    TIME PASTOR  

St. Mary Lemmon Sunday, Jan 23    10:30 a.m. Rev. Hofer  

Sacred Heart Burke Saturday Feb 19    5:30 p.m. Rev. Dillon  

All Saints Eagle Butte Sunday, Mar. 27    10 a.m. Rev. Trask 

St. Ambrose Deadwood Saturday, Apr 9    6 p.m. Rev. Hausmann  

St. Joseph Spearfish Sunday, May 8    8 a.m. Msgr. Woster   

St. Therese  Rapid City Friday, Jun 10     7:30 a.m. Rev. Prendiville  

Holy Rosary Trail City Sunday, Jul 24     8 a.m. Rev. Lane  

St. Anthony Hot Springs Sunday, Aug 14    10:30 a.m. Rev. Gerlach  

OL Black Hills Piedmont Wednesday, Sep  14   8: a.m. Rev. Wyrostek  

Blessed  Sacr. Rapid City Saturday, Oct. 1    8:30 a.m. Rev. Hoag 

Blessed Sacr. Bison Monday, Nov 28    8:a.m. Rev. Sorensen  

Cathedral Rapid City Saturday, Dec 10    8 a.m.             Rev. Christensen 

Diocesan Seminarian Burses (as of 12/31/21) 
Only income from these donations is used to support diocesan seminarian education.

Appreciation is extended to Michael Rovella for establishing the Rovella Burse and the  
anonymous donor for contributing to the Scherer Burse.

LaCroix, Trude  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,000.00 
Lux, Peter & Gertrude  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
McManus, Lyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .450.00 
McManus, Mary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00 
McNaboe, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Meade, Fr. Cornelius  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,720.00 
Meyer, Dillen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Miller, Donald and Kathleen  . . . . . . . . . .880.00 
Morvay, Fr. Andrew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33,000.00 
Muldoon, Fr. Ralph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,375.00 
Nemec, Ed & Elizabeth  . . . . . . . . . . .50,000.00 
O’Connell, Msgr. William  . . . . . . . . . .23,000.00 
O’Doherty, Fr. Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800.00 
Padula, Fr. Dominic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,671.20 
Plante, Fr. Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93,055.92 
Prendiville Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,235.00 
Rath, Deacon Vern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,317.00 
Reedy, Camille  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .929.00 
Roach, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,346.00 
Rovella, Ann  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Ruud, Donna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.00 
St. Anthony-Hot Springs  . . . . . . . . . . .3,547.72 
St. Francis of Assisi-Sturgis . . . . . . . . .9,922.55 
St. Joseph-Mud Butte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250.00 
St. Joseph-Scenic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,070.78 
St. Mary-Lemmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,371.00 
St. Mary-Newell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
St. Paul-Belle Fourche  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .750.00 
St. Therese-RC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,610.00 
Scherer, Fr. Gerald N.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,075.00 
Schofield, Mary Ellen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .600.00 
Sonn, Lorraine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80.00 
Szalay, Fr. Eugene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7,300.00 
Thompson, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . .133,693.76 
Tunnissen, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,400.00 
Vannix, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .115,866.98 
Welsh, Bishop Lawrence  . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Whiteside, Fr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,600.00 
Zacher, Catherine & Eugene  . . . . . . . .2,525.00 
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Kadoka  . . . . . . . . . . . .1,040.00 
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Midland  . . . . . . . . . . . . .790.00’ 
Other funds  
Leo “Pete” Berens Memorial Fund  . . .323,339.21 
Fr. Peter Kovarik Memorial Fund . . . .70,855.89

Ambur, Irene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,007.25 
Baden, Fr. Rober  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,000.00 
Baskerville, Doreen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,420.00 
Bell, John M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Berning, Fr. Francis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,105.00 
Bertrand, Howard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Bishop’s Burse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,708.72 
Blessed Virgin Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,517.00 
Bollinger Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41,136.19 
Bourassa, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00 
Budmayr, Minnie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,797.00 
Cahoy, Emil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Callahan, Mabel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19,750.00 
Carr, Harry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .915.25 
Caswell, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00 
Costigan, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . .35,836.67 
Cower, Fr. D. Craig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,625.00 
Cower, Robert H. & Blanche A.  . . .153,323.96 
Cower, Rod H.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,725.00 
Dauwen, Ray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Davies, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,000.00 
Decker, Maude Cower  . . . . . . . . . . . .4,000.00 
Deisch, Fr. Raymond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,155.00 
DeMers, Ray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300.00 
Dimmerling, Bishop Harold  . . . . . . . .43,836.14 
Diskin, Fr. William  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,316.28 
Donahoe, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .700.00 
Dosch, Pius and Jerome  . . . . . . . . . .40,000.00 
Doyle, Msgr. Arthur  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,375.00 
Drew, Msgr. Bernard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,488.00 
Dries, Theodore & Gretchen  . . . . . . .12,369.56 
Dube, Msgr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00 
Erhardt Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .335,496.56 
Falzone, Mauriece  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000.00 
Fencl, Fr. Leonard SJ.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Feuerbach, Msgr. Leo  . . . . . . . . . . . .80,289.53 
Garry, Russel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .950.00 
Gravel, Ed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,650.00 
Groell, Fr. John  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Healy, Msgr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,558.00 
Igoe, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,485.00 
Jones, Netta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Krebs, Ernest & Frank  . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00 
Krebs, Lewis & Abbie . . . . . . . . . . . . .52,076.06 

Anna Berens...................................................................................12,000.00 
Margaret Biggs .................................................................................1,000.00 
Fr. D. Craig Cower............................................................................8,550.00 
Anonymous..........................................................................................633.26 
Jerome and Pius Dosch .................................................................40,000.00 
Fr. Christopher Scadron ......................................................................380.00 
Emma Smith .....................................................................................1,000.00 
Hazel Smith ......................................................................................1,000.00 
Valades Family .................................................................................9,000.00 
Frank & Margaret Woster .................................................................2,531.00 
 

PRAA Board Chair Fr. Ron Garry 
For information on donating to PRAA Memorial Burse, contact  

Finance Manager Rick Soulek, 343-3541.

PRAA Memorial Burses 
Only income from these donations is used to support retired priests.

JANUARY 
For true human fraternity: We pray for all those suffering from religious discrimination 
and persecution; may their own rights and dignity be recognized, which originate from 
being brothers and sisters in the human family. 
FEBRUARY 
For religious sisters and consecrated women: We pray for religious sisters and  
consecrated women; thanking them for their mission and their courage; may they  
continue to find new responses to the challenges of our times. 
 

APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

Prayer intensions of the Holy Father
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OFFICE OF BISHOP

January 18, 2022

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY

PO Box 678 l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57709-0678 l (605) 343-3541 
Parcel: 225 Main Street, Suite 100 l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57701-5498

Sincerly yours in the love of Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Most Rev. Peter Muhich 
Bishop of Rapid City

The annual audit for the Diocese of Rapid City was performed by the  
accounting firm Ketel Thorstensen, LLP. A copy of the audit is available for 
review at the Chancery Office. In accordance with the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Resolution on Diocesan Financial Reporting, information 
 regarding the review and approval of the audit report has been provided to 
the Archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis. Your comments and questions 
are welcome. A complete set of audited financial statements are on the 
diocese website: www.rapidcitydiocese.org/finance/.

Thank you 

Dear parishioners of the Diocese of Rapid City, 
 
It is time once again to look back on the past fiscal year and report to you on how the past year went and how things are going so far in the fiscal 

year which began on July 1.   
First of all, I recognize that this has been another challenging year for everyone, including our churches. Even though the pandemic limited some 

church activities and changed the way we did others, the costs of running the parishes and the diocese continued. The support of many generous members 
in our diocese has been a great blessing, and I am deeply grateful for the contributions you have made to your parishes and to the Annual Diocesan 
Appeal during the second year of the pandemic. We have been good stewards of the funds entrusted to us, reducing management and general costs 
from the previous year in most areas.   

Although we fell 9% short of our 2021 Annual Diocesan Appeal goal, unexpected revenue from investments and the PPP program helped us sustain 
our operations and we were able to budget for 2022 without increasing the goal. 

Already, we have received pledges and payments totaling 64% of our goal and have processed 2% more pledges than we had at this point last year.  
Many good things are happening in our diocese. The Convent of Our Lady of Fatima has been created for the Servants of the Pierced Hearts of 

Jesus and Mary through your generous sacrifices. Donations are coming in to help with updates of Holy Cross Chapel at Terra Sancta. And we will 
soon begin preparations, along with dioceses and parishes across our nation, to prepare for a National Eucharistic Revival, encouraging many to encounter 
Christ in the Eucharist in a meaningful way. 

As a mission diocese, our diocese is no stranger to financial struggles, and the good people of western South Dakota have always risen to the challenge 
when called upon. It is through your generous support that we were able to maintain our staffing through the pandemic and we hope to continue to  
operate with that level of stability with your help for the year to come.  

Together we will get through the challenges of our times, with the help of God in whose care we place the Diocese of Rapid City through the  
intercession of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and Saint Joseph to whom I have consecrated this diocese.  

Please do what you can to generously support the work of the church in western South Dakota. I promise to be a good steward of your support. 
Every donation – large and small – will help us bring the light of Christ into the world in which we live.

Diocese of Rapid City 
Financial Statement for July 1, 2020, through June 30, 2021

 Margaret Simonson & Stephanie Hurd 
for your years of service to the  

Diocesan Finance Council!
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2020 

 

1,249,089 

5,236,494 

7,211,166 

15,994,601

2,348 

512,570 

80,024 
30,286,292 

 
 

791,511 

2,776,609 

4,281,040 
7,849,160 

 

 

2,480,750 

1,995,004 

 

7,000,033 

10,961,345

22,437,132 
 

30,286,292

Other Program  
Services 

22%

Fundraising 7%

Evangelization 
and Outreach 

39%

Management 
and General  

19%
Seminarian and Clergy 13%

Fiscal Year 2020 Expenses

                                                                                                              Without                                                                               Total                         Total 
                                                                                                                Donor                              With Donor                   Fiscal Year              Fiscal Year 
                                                                                                          Restrictions                         Restrictions                          2021                          2020 

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY  
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 

ASSETS 
Cash & Cash Equivalents 

Investments  

Receivables (1) 

Property & Equipment  

Assets held by others 

Investment – SM Properties, LLC 

Investment – Cash Surrender Life Ins 

      Total Assets 
 
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities 

Amounts Held for Others (2) 

Debt on Pastoral Center and Terra Sancta Property (1) 

     Total Liabilities 
 
NET ASSETS 
With Donor Restrictions 

     Restricted in Perpetuity 

     Purpose/Time Restrictions 

Without Donor Restrictions 
     Designated 

    Undesignated 

    Total Net Assets 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

2021 
 

718,069 

7,191,067 

5,589,853 

15,678,285 

0 

511,847 

79,644 

29,768,765 

 
 

922,363 

3,236,261 

3,154,833 

7,313,457 
 
 

 

3,018,727 

2,289,661 

 

6,563,406 

10,583,514 

22,455,308 
 

29,768,765

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY  
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2021

(1) Outside Funders increased due to the forgiveness of a $392,000 PPP Loan FY 2021. 
(2) Management and general expenses increased largely due to interest and deprecation expenses associated with  
Living the Mission projects. 
(3) Seminarian and clergy expenses increased largely due to seminarian training expense and building deprecation expense.

(1) The primary reason for changes in Receivables and Debt is attributable to the Living Mission capital campaign. 
(2) Approximately $2.9 million of Amounts Held for Others are expected Parish Grants and distributions associated with the  
Living the Mission capital campaign.  

Summary of the diocesan finances  
for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2021 
The Diocese of Rapid City has had a year full of blessings and  

challenges during 2021. We are deeply grateful for the support of  
benefactors that allow us to fund necessary diocesan ministries.    

This year’s financials were highlighted by extraordinary  
investment income, a challenging Annual Diocesan Appeal,  
increased interest and depreciation expense from the remodeled 
Chancery and the forgiveness of the 2020 Paycheck Protection  
Program (PPP) Loan. Thank you for your ongoing support, allowing 
us to continue serving the parishes of western South Dakota. 

The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation continues to be 
the largest contributor to the support of our diocese. We are very 
grateful to all those who work with the foundation as well as all 
those who have contributed to its growth. Please keep the  
foundation in your prayers and consider offering your support 
through financial gifts and estate plans.  

Since opening in 2012, Terra Sancta Retreat Center has been a  
wonderful asset for our diocese. In the past year, the retreat center 
hosted more events in FY 21 than in FY 20 but is not up to  
pre-pandemic levels. By following enhanced cleaning, social  
distancing and mask protocols, Terra Sancta Retreat Center has 
been able to remain open for prayer, reflection and for small to 
medium size events.  Please continue to use and keep in your prayers 
the Terra Sancta Retreat Center as they celebrate their 10th  
Anniversary.  

Catholic Extension, Catholic Home Missions, the Black and  
Indian Mission Office and the Mission Cooperative have also  
provided valuable support to various ministries in our diocese. In  
addition to the amounts listed in our financial reports, some of the 
funding from these entities was also directed to parishes throughout 
the diocese. Please continue your prayerful and financial support for 
these generous organizations.  As discussed above, the large increase 
in the Outside Funders’ income was due to the forgiveness of the 
FY 20 PPP Loan.  

The diocesan financial picture shown here does not include the  
support that many parishioners offer to their local parishes.  We are 
grateful for all that parishioners do for their local parishes.  

  A copy of the full audit is available on the Diocese of Rapid 
City website or through the Finance Office of the diocese. Your 
comments and questions are welcome. Please direct questions or  
requests to Rick Soulek, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709,  
(605-343-3541).  

Support and Revenue 
Annual Diocesan Appeal                                                 1,389,776                                                           1,389,776            1,423,087 

Investment Income                                                             436,776                            942,727                  1,379,503               174,861 

Outside Funders (Catholic Extension, 

    Comm Home Missions/BIMO, 

    Mission Coop) [1]                                                          400,941                            211,250                     612,191               249,958 

Diocesan Programs and Misc. Income                               410,552                            172,720                     583,272               496,489 

Western SD Catholic Foundation Grant                                      0                            411,257                     411,257               381,361  

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Income                                  225,181                                                              225,181               155,074  

Gifts and Bequests                                                              140,849                              67,874                     208,723               191,348 

Living the Mission Appeal                                                   49,629                                                                49,629               700,975 

Parish Assesments                                                                41,242                                                                41,242                 40,808 

Net Assets Released From Restrictions                              973,194                           -973,194                                0                          0 

    Total Support and Revenue                                                   4,068,140                                    832,634                      4,900,774               3,813,961 
 
Expenses  
Evangelization and Outreach                                                                                                                     1,894,072            1,910,714 

Other Program Services                                                                                                                             1,072,318            1,019,823 

Management and General (2)                                                                                                                       936,038               757,055 

Seminarian and Clergy (3)                                                                                                                            654,277               485,594 

Fundraising                                                                                                                                                   325,893               355,049   

    Total Expenses                                                                                                                                                                            4,882,598               4,528,235 
 
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS                                                                                                               (18,176)                 -714,274



have covered topics ranging from human 
trafficking; addiction, prison and suicide; 
and Care for Creation, but as Julian com-
mented “we are very excited to get back to 

our Pro-Life roots and take ad-
vantage of Healing the Culture’s 
recent move to Rapid City.”    

In an interview on Real Pres-
ence Radio, Pauley pointed out 
that the Pro-Life landscape 
could dramatically shift with the  
Dobbs v. Jackson Women's 
Health Organization case cur-
rently in front of the Supreme 
Court. “Of course, the most 
basic principle of justice is the 

principle of inalienable rights.  And when 
you have life and liberty in conflict with one 
another, life obviously takes precedence, be-
cause without the right to life, the liberty 
right is a moot point,” she said.  

“You look at the lack of logic on the 
other side, the lack of biology on the other 
side ... over 5000 biologists from 1000 dif-
ferent academic institutions have confirmed 
that a human being’s life begins at fertiliza-
tion. They (pro-abortion advocates) are on 
the wrong side of history, the wrong side of 
biology, the wrong side of logic ... and I just 
think that Roe v. Wade is going to go.” 

January  202214  WRC

The Social Justice Commission is excited 
to host Life Principles Academy: Cultivat-
ing Pro-Life Leaders, a Healing the Cul-
ture training event at the 2022 SJC Winter 
Workshop.  Co-founded by Cam-
ille Pauley and Fr. Robert Spitzer, 
Healing the Culture seeks to equip 
participants to intelligently and ef-
fectively communicate human dig-
nity and respect for human life, 
using ten fundamental principles of 
happiness, logic, ethics and justice.   

The workshop will be Saturday, 
January 29 at Terra Sancta.  Regis-
tration will open at 8 a.m., followed 
by a Holy Hour and confessions.  
The day will be centered on the training ses-
sions, highlighted by a Sunday Mass of An-
ticipation at 5 p.m. celebrated by Bishop 
Peter Muhich, and closing with a Social 
Hour with hors d’oeuvre.  

 “We are orienting the day in order to 
provide a retreat-like atmosphere to enrich 
our minds, feed our souls and give people 
an opportunity to connect with other pro-
life advocates in our area,” said Amy Julian, 
Director of Family Life Ministries, who 
serves as the ex officio diocesan representa-
tive on the SJC. 

Historically the SJC Winter Workshops 

Social Justice Commission

Regardless of 
what the Supreme 
Court decides, Life 
Principles Acad-
emy attendees will 
be well equipped to 
share their pro-life 
convictions in a 
language which is 
not dependent on 
faith.  In addition, 
they will also be in-
troduced to the 
wealth of resources 
which Healing the 
Culture has devel-
oped to enable people to become strong ad-
vocates and effective teachers of the Life 

Principles to all ages 
and settings.  Perhaps 
most importantly, 
there will be ample 
opportunity to net-
work and strategize 
with other pro-life 
advocates.   

A minimum regis-
tration fee of $20 will 
cover food, and there 
will be an opportu-
nity for a free will do-
nation to cover the 
cost of the materials 
and training.  Infor-

mation and registration can be found at 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/SJC. .   

Healing the Culture — Social Justice Commission winter workshop

CAMILLE PAULEY 

The Black and Indian Mission Collection (BIMC) exists to 
help diocesan communities build the Church and preach 

the Gospel of Jesus among the African American, Native  
American, and Alaska Native people of God. Join us in our 
Mission to the Missions. 

SUPPORT THE BLACK AND INDIAN MISSION  
Special Collection  
February 5-6, 2022

www.blackandindianmission.org
Photos courtesy Sioux Spiritual Center, Howes
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Communion Service Training 
Deacons, Commissioned Lay Ministers, 
and Lay Ministry Formation Students 
are encouraged to attend this training. It 
is presented by the Association of Com-
missioned Lay Ministers. To be held 
Saturday, Jan. 29, 2022, at Terra Sancta 
Retreat Center, Rapid City. The presen-
ter is Dcn. Greg Sass. Register at terra-
sancta.org/aclm. 
 
Healing the Culture/Life  
Principles Academy 
Saturday, Jan. 29, the Social Justice 
Commission’s winter workshop will 
focus on “What makes us truly happy?” 
A world-class seminar on what makes a 
human being truly fulfilled — and how 
abortion is a false answer.  At Terra 
Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City — 
Schedule includes t5 p.m. Mass  
celebrated by Bishop Peter Muhich. 
Suggested offering $20, includes lunch 
and social hour following Mass. (See 
page 14)  
 

Men in Black Basketball Game 
Monday, January 31, at St. Thomas 
More High School for this no-charge 
event.  Tip-off for the game between the 
priests and St. Thomas More High 
School Seniors is at 7 pm. Real Presence 
Radio will be broadcasting the game. 
Listen on 89.9/94.7 FM, online at  
realpresenceradio.com. (See p. 22)  
 
“Heal Your Grief ” Bereavement  
Support Group  
Monday, January 31, When a loved one 
dies, we are wounded. Open to all 
Christian adults who have lost a loved 
one due to death. For more information 
contact George Wallace at 605-721-
3811 or Dee Pickarts at 605-343-2038. 
Sponsored by Family Life Ministries. 
For more questions call Amy Julian 
605-343-3541, email  
FamilyLife@diorc.org or visit 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/FLM. Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church, 4500  
Jackson Blvd., Rapid City at 6 p.m. 
Lifetime Registration fee is $10.  

World Day for Consecrated Life 
Wednesday, February 2, World Day of 
Prayer for Consecrated Life will be cele-
brated in the church and in parishes on 
the weekend of February 5 and 6.  
(See p. 9) 
 
Married Sweethearts 
Saturday, February 19, at Terra Sancta.   
4 p.m. Holy Hour, 5:30 p.m. Mass, Cel-
ebrated by Bishop Peter Muhich,  
6:30 p.m. Dinner and Dance. To register, 
visit www.rapidcitydiocese.org/ms2022. 
(See p. 3)  
 
Presidents Day 
Monday, February 21 — Chancery 
closed 
 
“Held Retreat for Grieving Parents” 
Friday-Sunday, February 25 - 27, at 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center in Rapid 
City. Led by bereaved parents Dionne 
Eastmo and Brianne Edwards under the 
direction of Father Leo Hausmann. The 
cost for the retreat is $250 per person 
($350 per married couple) to cover 
meals, lodging and retreat materials. (If 
this fee is a hardship contact Amy Julian 
at ajulian@diorc.org or (605)343-3541 
to discuss scholarship availability.) 

Heart to Heart Engaged Retreat 
Friday-Sunday, February 25 - 27, at 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center in Rapid 
City. The retreat is one of the require-
ments for engaged couples preparing for 
Marriage in the Diocese of Rapid City. 
Register for the Heart to Heart Retreat 
for engaged couples. 
https://tsrc.wufoo.com/forms/heart-to-
heart-february-2527-2022/ 
 
Surviving Divorce — Helping You 
Find Peace, Power, and Passion  
After Your Divorce 
Monday, March 7, 6-8 p.m., Separated 
or Divorced?  Join us in a ministry that 
will bring hope and healing to those 
who have experienced the pain and 
loneliness of a broken marriage. Rooted 
in Catholic teaching — open to all 
Christian denominations. Session for 
12-weeks at Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church, 4500 Jackson Blvd, A $30 reg-
istration fee covers all materials. Schol-
arship help is available. Participants can 
register online at www.rapidcity 
diocese.org/FLM. For more informa-
tion, contact Amy Julian or Linda 
Drake at 605-343-3541 or by email 
FamilyLife@diorc.org 



other words, when opposing sides of a topic 
perceive the other group’s decision making 
as emotionally charged and irrational and 
their groups’ decision making as rational. 
When this occurs, it makes it nearly impos-
sible to come to any type of agreement on 
an issue. 

Copenhaver said this is what has hap-
pened with the topic of abortion and when 
human life begins. The pro-choice side 
thinks that this is a women’s rights issue and 
has no tolerance for what they believe to be 
the radical pro-lifers trying to shackle them 
with (emotional) religious 
morality. The pro-life side 
thinks that this is a 
human rights’ issue and 
has no tolerance for what 
they believe to be the 
emotionally charged rad-
ical left that is blinded by 
selfish disregard for 
human life. The middle 
minded have declared 
themselves neutral, not 
wanting to be part of ei-
ther group.  

Copenhaver thinks the middle minded 
individual is likely suffering from confirma-
tion bias. This type of bias is the tendency 
for individuals to seek and find confirming 
evidence to support what they already be-
lieve. This fallacy is clearly illustrated by 
Trent Horn in his book “Persuasive  
Pro-Life” as to how the middle-minded ra-
tionalize their position on abortion. They 

say things like “I don’t believe in abortion 
myself but what about…?”  

She said, “The thought process of confir-
mation bias is really attempting to find 
proof in reverse that allows an individual to 
ease their conscience. We start with what 

we believe to be true 
and then go in search 
of evidence to prove 
our beliefs by cherry 
picking the facts that 
support our theory 
and leaving contradic-
tory evidence behind 
or just ignoring it all 
together.” 

She has developed 
a strategy to debunk 
years and years of 

misinformation of when human life begins, 
and believes it is critical to research the 
likely biases of the target market. “You must 
clearly understand the descriptive thinking 
of your potential customer. It is vital to delve 
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Serving Your family For Generations 
Family-owned and Operated 

2700 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City l 605-343-0077 
“Funeral Directors with over 200 years of combined experience” 

Robb 
Schmidt

Ozzie  
Osheim

Terry  
Gilertson, 

CFSP

Jes 
Scott

Dwight  
Edstrom

Robert 
Broderick

A REPORT FROM WETEACHTHINK AND  
HUMANFROMDAYONE.COM 

When does life begin? Ask this question 
at a party and you will instantly cause a 
firestorm of dissenting views. If you ask a 
pro-life person that question, you will get a 
resounding “at conception.”  If you ask a 
pro-choice person that same question, you 
will get an answer like “when the child is 
outside of the mother and can sustain life 

on its own.”  
According to An-

gela Copenhaver, 
founder of WeTeach-
Think and Human 
FromDayOne.com, if 
you ask a middle 
minded person about 
the beginning of life, 
you get a myriad of an-
swers including “12 
weeks,  20 weeks, 
when it has a heartbeat 
or when it feels pain. 
The answers are all 

over the board.” 
“How are we supposed to get people to 

protect human life when we cannot even 
collectively agree on when a human life is a 
human life?” she asks.  

Her theory is throughout people’s lives 
they develop certain biases of which they 
are likely not aware. These beliefs she called 
“belief bias.” This type of personal bias oc-
curs when people see their belief as rational 
and the beliefs of others as irrational. In 

into their self-talk as to why and how they 
rationalize a topic. In this case rationalizing 
the normalcy of abortion by confusing the 
understanding of when a human becomes a 
human,” she added.  

Helping the middle minded to set aside 
their confirmation bias and begin to say, 
“human life begins on day 1” is the key to 
sustainable cultural change says Copen-
haver. “We must reach out to this group and 
give them logical and emotional reasoning 
to actively support human dignity at all 
stages of life – born and preborn.  

“All marketing is designed to gain agree-
ment from your potential customer that 
your product is the best choice and for them 
to become loyal to that decision. When the 
middle minded become life-minded, and 
are loyal to that decision, the issue of abor-
tion will become socially unacceptable. 
Until we gain agreement from the middle 
minded that we are human from day one, 
abortion will continue to be socially accept-
able in society. 

Pro-life speaker to address the middle

ANGELA 
 COPENHAVER

Angela Copenhaver 
will be speaking at the  
 Cathedral of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help  
Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the 

Parish Hall. Everyone  
welcome. For questions 

contact Kathy Bloom at 
bloom6060@gmail.com.

Remember HIS  
will in yours 

If you are planning to create or 
update your will and would like  
to include the Catholic Church, 

please call us. We can help. 

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 
Phone 605-721-6843  

www.wsdcf.org 
(Mailing) PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709 



sessions have seen attempts to align state 
law with the natural law on sexual identity 
in bathroom privacy, youth and college 
athletics, birth certificates, and the med-
icalization of children. To be created as a 
male or female is a beautiful gift from 
God, ordered towards family, new life, and 
complementary harmony. While it’s long 
been recognized that a small number of 
people struggle to accept their sexual 

identity (a medical condition 
known as gender dysphoria, 
which historically most chil-
dren outgrew), this condi-
tion was politicized by some 

who insist that sexual 
identity is changeable 
and not tied to one’s 
physical body. This 
idea has led to seri-
ous injustice 
against others, and 

to irreversible bodily 
changes that the per-

son later deeply regrets.  
The truth of human nature is so founda-

tional to the common good that civic laws 

on this topic must 
conform with the 
natural law. We can 
expect to see legis-
lation on this topic 
return in 2022.   

Marijuana. The 
S.D. Catholic Con-
ference opposed the 
Constitutional 
Amendment A last 
year, which would 
have legalized 
“recreational” mari-
juana in the state 
constitution.  
“Recreational”  
marijuana use, like 
all drug use, is a 
vice, and data has 
shown that when it’s legalized, it dispro-
portionately harms the poor and children. 
The Supreme Court recently invalidated 
Amendment A on procedural grounds. 
Thus, we can expect to see a slate of mari-
juana related bills during this upcoming 
session.   
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Christopher 
Motz

Executive  
Director South 

Dakota Catholic 
Conference   
cmotz@ 

sdcatholic 
conference.  

org 

Contemporary Issues

2022 State Legislative session kicks off In Your Prayers  
February  

In Your Prayers is designed to help us 
remember the birthdays, ordination 
and death anniversaries of the priests 
who serve us. Anniversaries: Feb. 1, 
2013, Dcn. Gregory Sass and Dcn. 
James Scherr; Feb. 7, 1981, Dcn. Walt 
Wilson. Birthdays: Feb. 3, Dcn. Fred 
Tully; Feb. 4, Dcn. Thomas Freece;  
Feb. 27, Dcn. Gregory Sass. Necrology: 
Feb. 3, Dcn. Victor Bull Bear; Feb. 4, 
1978, Leo Feuerbach; Feb. 6, 1978, 
Charles Quinn; Feb. 10, 1893, Richard 
Maher, CSC; Feb. 11, 1972, Philip 
Clark; Feb. 11, 1978, Aloysius Grady; 
Feb. 13, 1905, John Toohey, CSC; Feb. 
13, 1994, Leo O’Doherty; Feb. 14, 
1903, Aloysius Bosch, SJ; Feb. 16, 
1933, Henry Kelly; Feb. 16, 1980, 
William Diskin; Feb. 17, 2003, Dcn. 
Chester Murray; Feb. 19, 1890, Charles 
Metzger, OP; Feb. 19, 1983, William 
Boat; Feb. 21, 1880, Bernard Mackin; 
Feb. 21, 1986, Dcn. Stephen Red Elk; 
Feb. 27, 1929, John Lynch. 

March 
Ordinations: Mar. 11, 1995, Dcn. Bill 
Dustman; Mar. 31, 2016, Dcn. Lloyd 
Frein and Dcn. Craig Pearson.  
Birthdays: Mar. 2, Dcn. Gerald Bush; 
Mar. 3, Dcn. “Heavy” Garnett; Mar. 13, 
Dcn. Ben Black Bear, Jr.; Mar. 15,  
Msgr. Michael Woster; Mar. 17, Fr. 
Grant Gerlach; Mar. 20, Dcn. Walt  
Wilson; Mar. 21, Dcn. Patrick Coy;  
Mar. 22, Fr. Edmund Yainao; Mar. 24, 
Dcn. Charles Rausch; Mar. 26,  
Dcn. Luis Usera; Mar. 27, Fr. Richard 
Novotny and Fr. Zane Pekron. 
Necrology: Mar. 5, 2013; Reuben 
Valades; Mar. 6, 1966, John DeRaff;  
Mar.  7 1991, James Sheehan; Mar. 8, 
1965, George Heup; Mar. 11, 1948, 
Bishop John Lawler; Mar 11, 1964, 
Arthur O’Brien; Mar. 11, 1965,  
Benedict Detterman, TOR; Mar. 14, 
1975, Wenzel Sobolewski; Mar. 14, 
2003, Glendon Welshons, SJ; Mar. 16, 
1994, Arthur Doyle; Mar. 16, 2014, 
Paul Dahms; Mar. 17, 1955, Francis 
Parisian; Mar. 21, 1977, James  
Tunnissen, SJ; Mar. 22, 1909, Emil  
Perrig, SJ; Mar. 25, 1972, Alban Reid; 
Mar. 27, 1964, Philip O'Connell;  
Mar. 27, 1966, Thomas Downey, SP; 
Mar. 30, 1968, Florian Kruswicki. 

It’s going to be a busy legislative ses-
sion, filled with legislation on a variety of 
topics. Pro-life legislation remains a  
pre-eminent priority. Below is a non- 
exhaustive list of bills to watch for. 

 
Rights of Conscience. At the last leg-

islative session there was an attempt to 
enact important conscience protections 
for health care workers into state law (HB 
1247). It would have ensured that health 
care workers were free to opt-out of pro-
cedures that violate their convictions – 
e.g., abortions, sterilizations, or mutilat-
ing cross-sex procedures – without fear 
of losing their job.  This state legis-
lation is especially crucial since 
the federal health agency  
decided not to enforce  
current federal protections, 
most notably in their decision 
to drop a lawsuit protecting a 
Vermont nurse who was forced 
to assist with an abortion. We 
can expect to see this bill again in 
2022.  

Sexual identity. Recent legislative  

Since 1909, a commitment to our communities has been one of RBC Wealth Management’s core values.  
It’s part of how we run our business day in and day out. We believe that our most visible imprint is through 
the great work being done by the organizations we support.

Proud to support the  
Catholic school system

Non-deposit investment products o昀ered through RBC Wealth Management are not FDIC insured, are not a deposit or other obligation of,  
or guaranteed by, a bank, and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal amount invested. 
© 2020 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved. 20-RC-1525 (03/20)
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246 Founders Park Drive, Suite 101 
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Students from grades 4-12, and Adult CDA members, it’s time to get your entries ready 
for the Catholic Daughters National Education Contest. Local contest deadline is  
February 10. 
 
This year's themes are: 
“With God all things are possible” Mt.19:26 or 
“Where is God in my life when I am struggling.” 
You may enter only one theme for each category, and you can enter once in each  
category if you choose. The category’s are: 
Division 1 (grades 4-5). Art, Computer Art, Essay, Poetry 
Division 2 (grades 6-7-8). Art, Computer Art, Essay, Poetry, Music, Photography 
Division 3 (grades 9-10-11-12) Art, Computer Art, Essay, Poetry, Music, Photography 
Division 4 Adult CDA members. Art, Poetry, Photography 
 
For a complete description of the rules and official contest entry  
form, contact:  

Pat McDowell, 4833 Pierre St., Rapid City, SD 57702 
605-787-0638,  patmcdowell44@gmail.com. 

The Rapid City Court St Rita 916 will choose a first place winner for each category in 
each division and that winner's entry will be forwarded to the State Contest Chairper-
son. The State Chairperson will then choose a first place and forward that entry to the 
National Education Chairperson. There is a monetary prize for all first, second and 
third place winners at the local, state and national level.

Catholic Daughters National  
Education Contest

Newborn abandonment case prompts  
renewed emphasis on ‘safe haven’ efforts 
 
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
 
MIAMI (CNS) — In 20 years of community organizing, resulting in more than 
300 cases of newborns saved from infant abandonment, Floridian Nick  
Silverio has never actually witnessed a criminal child abandonment in 
progress. Until, that is, a group of people looking through a dumpster in New 
Mexico Jan. 7 discovered a newborn infant boy in Hobbs near the Texas bor-
der still alive and reportedly wrapped in a dirty blanket with its umbilical 
cord still attached. Surveillance video taken outside near the dumpster and 
recently aired on national news led police to the arrest of a teen mother, 
showing the moments Alexis Avila, 18, allegedly tossed a black garbage 
bag into the dumpster. Police have charged the woman, who has confessed 
to the crime, with attempted murder and child abuse. Silverio, a former in-
formation technology business owner, is the founder of A Safe Haven for 
Newborns near Miami. The organization — 
https://asafehavenfornewborns.com — operates a 24/7 hotline that con-
nects mothers in crisis around the U.S. with safe and legal options for  
placing their children in an adoptive home. “We are reaching out in every 
way we can but would we have reached (the New Mexico mother)? I don’t 
know,” Silverio said, “but we need to keep on trying.” 

"I WAS TIRED OF LIVING IN PAIN"
If you’re suffering from Fibromyalgia, you under-
stand this sentiment all too well. Local resident 
Elyse K. found herself at a turning point when she 
noticed her diagnosis started to take its toll on her 
marriage.  
 

“I was angry all the time because of all the 
things I couldn’t do anymore. That anger cycled 

through to depression and affected everyone 
around me, my husband more than anyone. It 

made our lives miserable.” 
 
Fibromyalgia affects the entire body, and to make 
things complicated it affects everyone's body a little 
differently. Those effects can change on a daily 
basis. Sometimes you’re plagued with widespread 
muscle pain and fatigue, other days it’s a headache 
and heightened sensitivity to touch. 
 
 “I could barely stand to have the light weight of 
bedsheets touching me, much less a hug from 

my husband.” explains Elyse. 

Your primary care doctor will suggest dietary 
changes, pain liniments, and pharmaceuticals to the 
point where your life is no longer ruled by  
Fibromyalgia but instead it’s ruled by a routine and 
pill regimen in order to avoid flare ups. Elyse put it 
this way, “My life was no longer my own.”  
 
In her own research Elyse discovered that  
acupuncture can help ease pain and improve the 
quality of life of Fibro patients. She was then  
determined to find the best in the business which is 
how she discovered West River Acupuncture & 
Wellness and Dr. Ariann Wolff, DACM. Dr. Wolff has 
spent over ten years successfully treating difficult to 
manage chronic pain conditions using the time-
tested science of acupuncture integrated with  
modern medical advancements in healing and  
recovery.  
 

"I feel like a new person. My husband comes 
with me to my appointments and spends 

most of it thanking Dr. Wolff for giving him back 

the woman he married. For the first time since 
we moved here, one of my neighbors told me I 
looked good! It’s a miracle, I don’t know how 

else to explain it.”  
 
For more information and to schedule a consultation 
call (605)205-5177 but do so quickly! To ensure 
quality of care, Dr. Wolff will only take on 10 new  
Fibromyalgia patients a month. Call before February 
2nd to take advantage of their New Patient Offer, a 
$40 consultation! It's time to get your life back! 

For more information and to take advantage of our New Patient Offer

Visit WestRiverAcupuncture.com
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Sr. Nadine Hartinger, 81, died quietly in 
the Monastery Health Care Unit on Janu-
ary 3. 

Sister Nadine was born March 6, 1941, 
the daughter of Theodore and Mary 
Hartinger in Dupree, where her father 
managed the lumber yard. She had three 
older brothers: Harold, Bert, and Bob. In 
1949 the family moved to Lemmon, where 
she attended St. Mary Catholic School and 
Lemmon High School. In her senior year 
she attended St. Martin Academy in Stur-
gis graduating in 1959. The next fall she en-
tered St. Martin Monastery in Sturgis. She 
received her post-secondary education in 
Duluth, Minn., and Manitowoc, Wis. In 
1965 she had a stroke. She recovered and 
continued her ministry. 

After St. Martin Monastery moved to 
Rapid City, Sr. Nadine worked as book-
keeper in the Monastery business office and 
at St. John Hospital in Rapid City. From 
1967 to 1971 she taught at St. John the 
Evangelist and Perpetual Help schools in 
Rapid City and Our Lady of Fatima in 

Casper, Wyo. A talented musician, Sr. Na-
dine played the organ at St. Martin 
Monastery and St. Isaac Jogues Church, 
Rapid City. 

In 1985, she went to Lemmon to care 
for her aging parents. Besides caring for her 
parents, she played the organ at the Epis-
copalian Church and at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church in Lemmon. 
After her parents’ 
deaths, she returned 
to St. Martin in 1997 
and again played the 
organ at St. Martin 
and St. Isaac Jogues. 
In 2006 she had an-
other seizure. How-
ever, she was able to 
play the organ for 
three more years. Be-
fore she left, the 
priest asked her to 
come to St. Isaacs Jogues for Mass to say 
“Goodbye.” After Mass, he asked her to join 
the procession because the community 

wanted to honor her for her many years of 
service. She joined the recessional and 
everyone in the church did her honor by 
shaking her hand as is the Native American 
custom. 

Her health declined until she was no 
longer able to speak.  She was very respon-
sive though; if you told her a joke she would 
laugh, a sad story would make her cry. She 
spoke with her eyes.  The religious commu-
nity and the health care staff dearly loved 
her. 

She is survived by her brothers, Bert and 
Harold, a sister-in-law Barbara Hartinger, 
nieces and nephews, and the Benedictine 
Sisters of St. Martin Monastery. She was 
preceded in death by her parents and her 
brother Bob. 

Services were in St. Martin Chapel Jan-
uary 6 followed by a Wake and the Funeral 
on January 7 celebrated by Bishop Peter 
Muhich.  

Her burial will be a private ceremony in 
the monastic cemetery on a later date. 

Sr. Nadine Hartinger, OSB, 81, from St. Martin Monastery___________________________

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — As the foster father of 
Jesus, St. Joseph is an example of the need 
for loving fathers and mothers in “an age of 
notorious orphanhood,” Pope Francis said. 
The “demographic winter” in many Western 
countries, due in part to couples unwilling to 
have children, “diminishes us, it takes away 
our humanity,” the pope said Jan. 5 during his 
weekly general audience. There are “many 
couples who do not have children because 
they do not want to, or they have just one, but 
they have two dogs, two cats. Yes, dogs and 
cats take the place of children,” the pope said, 
eliciting laughter. “Yes, it’s funny, I understand, 
but it is the reality. In this way, civilization be-
comes aged and without humanity because it 
loses the richness of fatherhood and mother-
hood. And our homelands suffer because they 
do not have children,” he added. Among those 
present at the audience, which was held in the 
Paul VI audience hall, were members of 
Rome’s Rony Roller Circus troupe, including 
jugglers, acrobats, dancers and clowns, who 
performed for the pope and the pilgrims pres-
ent. 

St. Joseph teaches  
fatherly love 

Obituary

SR. NADINE 
HARTINGER
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a letter From our superIntendent

aCademIC exCellenCe

Dear Friends, 
As you review this report, the impact of our many generous 

donors is made evident.  Due to your support, our students’ lives 
continue to be enriched.  Your donations were extremely  
important during this year of the pandemic. Our faculty and 
staff are deeply grateful for the upgrade to technology systems. 
The challenges they faced for delivery of online instruction were 
lessened with improved equipment. 

 Dealing with a pandemic created many unforeseen  
situations but, as always, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we were able to make 
solid decisions and remain in school the entire year. Our “Better Together — Back to 
School Plan,” helped make it possible to navigate through the year without disruption. 
Our students excelled in their academics, extracurricular events, and continued to serve 
their community as the situation we found ourselves in allowed. Programs and athletic 
competitions were streamed online for the benefit of all. Our Fine Arts Department did 
a wonderful job of creating ways for our students to perform before an audience — be it 
families social distanced in the gym or grandparents and friends watching from the 
comfort of their own homes.  

Our mission statement, “Developing Personal and Academic Excellence in the 
Catholic Tradition,” states the purpose of our school system. “Our Catholic schools are 
rich in tradition. The Catholic school aims at forming in the Christian those particular 
virtues which will enable him to live a new life in Christ and help him to play faithfully 
his part in building up the Kingdom of God” (The Catholic School, 1977, 36).  As we 
continue to see a culture of secularism grow in our world, forming Christian disciples is 
more important than ever.  I hope this annual report illustrates some of the great things 
happening at the RCCSS and how our students are using their God given talents to 
bring glory to his name.  

On behalf of the students, faculty and staff of the RCCSS, thank you for your faith 
and belief in the Rapid City Catholic School System. Please continue to pray for our 
Catholic school community and may God bless you for your generosity. 

Thanks be to God! 
Barb Honeycutt

REGENT SCHOLARS  
The Regents’ Scholar Diploma program was established as an academic letter that 

school districts use to recognize graduating high school seniors who have demonstrated 
academic excellence through the completion of coursework in the six content areas: 
Math, English, Sciences, Social Studies, Languages, and Fine Arts.

Grace Blote  
John Blote  

Jenna Bohnenkamp 
Makenna Boyum 

 Jenna Casey 
Alysa Denholm 

 Max Edelen 
Madisyn Edwards  

Megan Eilers  

Cody Farland 
 Benjamin Feist  

Wilson Feist  
Jake Goble 

Kaitlyn Greene 
Bryanna Herman 

Lily Hilt 
Cade Jacobson 
Jenna Jacobson 

Sophia Janssen 
Emily Johnson 
Emily Kandolin 
Sarah Matthes 

Abbigail Nelson 
Jacob Solano 
Chael Thorn 

Haleigh Timmer 
Aaron Wirtz

athletIC hIghlIghts From stm hIgh sChool

Campus mInIstry

Cross Country  
Regional Runnerup

State Meet — Team: 3rd Place  
State Champion Cody Farland 

ALL STATE Cody Farland

Volleyball  
ALL STATE PLAYER  

2nd Team — Sarah Matthes BOYS GOLF  
Region Champions

Girls Soccer 
ALL STATE PLAYER 

Vivian Hurd

Boys Soccer 
ALL STATE PLAYER 

Sam Evans

Boys Basketball  
Black Hills Conference Champions  

SoDak 16 Winners  
State A Basketball  — 5th place 

ALL STATE PLAYER 
3rd Team — Ryan Wojcik

Girls Basketball  
Black Hills Conference Champions  

SoDak 16 Winners  
State A Basketball  — 4th place  

 ALL STATE PLAYER/ 
MISS BASKETBALL  

1st Team — Haleigh Timmer

Wrestling  
All Conference – Tyson Durham,  

Luke Bodine  – 2nd place 
STATE QUALIFIERS   

Tyson Durham, Luke Bodine  

Football  
Black Hills Conference Champions 

(15th time in school history)    
ALL STATE PLAYERS   

Jake Goble, Charlie Larson, Jack Green

 Girls Track & Field 

STATE TOURNAMENT RESULTS  
100, 400 Meters – Haleigh Timmer – 2nd Place  

 

Boys Track & Field 

STATE TOURNAMENT RESULTS  
200, 400 Meters – Chael Thorn – 2nd Place  

800, 1600 Meters – Cody Farland – 2nd Place  
4x400 – Kellen Weber, Cody Farland, John Blote, Chael Thorn – 2nd Place  

The RCCSS Campus Ministry office 
strives to provide the students, faculty, 
staff, and families an experience of 
Christ and his church. Campus ministry 
provides each student and staff member 
the opportunity for weekly Mass,  
confessions, prayer, adoration, annual  
retreat, and fellowship. Due to Covid-19, the 2020-21 mission trip to Jamaica and the 
March for Life Trip to Washington D.C. were cancelled. 

4 Masses system-wide each week •
184 High School students participated in retreats put on by the  •

Campus Ministry office  
115 RCCSS staff members participated in the staff retreat  •
Three juniors and nine seniors in spiritual direction with local priests  •
Three RCCSS Alumni in seminary: Robert Kinyon, 2014; Max Vetch 2017;   •

         Josiah Hanson 2019 
Four RCCSS alumni ordained to the priesthood: Fr Pete Kovarik, St. Martin  •

         1982; Fr. Patrick Grode, 2000; Fr. Nathan Sparks, 2003; Fr. Adam Hofer 2004 
One RCCSS Alumna in religious life: Sr. Lucia Christi Blankartz, 2015 •
48 current bricks installed in our Brick Memorial Project•

Sophomore girls on retreat

FIne arts 
All-State Band  

Keigan Ballard, Flute 

All-State Orchestra  
John Blote, Violin 

Maia Riker-Acevedo, Viola

All-State Choir  
Nathaniel Aftanski (4-year participant), 

 Colton Aftanski, Alec Richards,  
Noah Schaefbauer, Riley McFarling,  

Kaitlyn Greene, Emily Barnes, Emma Cadotte



Accounts Payable $         51,867 
Accrued Expenses $       455,771 
Deferred Revenue $       439,088 
Club Accounts $       150,507 
Notes Payable $    3,251,053 
 
Total Liabilities $    4,348,286 

 
 
Donor Restricted - Perpetual $    4,662,647 
Donor Restricted - Purpose $    3,520,459 
Unrestricted $    7,288,625  
Total Net Assets $  15,471,731 
 
Total Liabilities & Net Assets $  19,820,017 
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I am so grateful for my time here within the RCCSS community. It 
has given me the opportunity to not only better my education, but also 
myself. In the sixth grade, I followed my two older cousins after they 
had transferred to STM. My mom thought it was a good idea. I’m so 
glad we did. Without this community, I probably wouldn’t be who I 
am today. The STM family has allowed me to grow my skills and be a 
part of many different activities; such as sports and fine arts.  
I have been able to hone in on my strengths and focus on addressing 
my weaknesses. None of this would have happened without my  
wonderful teachers and coaches. The teachers have all been so supportive and helped me 
strive to better my education, as well as my spiritual life. My time here has allowed me to 
gain skills I would not have learned if I were to attend any of the larger schools. Growing 
my faith life has also been an amazing privilege. When I first came to STM, I barely  
attended Mass, and I rarely spent time with the Lord. Today, I have a strong relationship 
with the Lord and I am so grateful his path for me led me to this wonderful family. I am 
beyond blessed that I have had the opportunity to be a Cavalier! 

WhAT sTudENTs ARE sAyiNG ...
I have been attending St. Thomas More since preschool. I am  
continually grateful that my parents made the decision to enroll me in 
the RCCSS. I have been part of the tennis program for 6 years, I  
managed the boy’s tennis team junior year, and I am currently  
managing the wrestling team. Being able to take a variety of classes 
has made me feel like I am more prepared for college and my life 
after high school than I would have been attending any other school. 
I am able to explore things that are interesting to me; including chem-
istry, which has helped me realize that I want to attend college for a 

degree in biochemistry. This is all because I was offered the opportunity to take a college 
preparatory chemistry class. I am very thankful for the teachers, the staff, and my fellow 
classmates who have made attending STM a very enjoyable experience and one that I 
will forever carry with me.  

The Rapid City Catholic School System and its community have been 
instrumental in shaping the person I am today. The school system has 
not only developed my intellect through challenging and engaging 
courses taught by personable teachers, but also created a deep love for 
learning within myself. By creating this love for learning, STM has  
prepared me for both a college education and a life-long career. A key 
part of this preparation was facilitating an exploration of my passions 
through extracurricular activities including sports, student  
government, and service organizations. Although this approach of  

integrating extracurriculars and academics into education creates a rich environment for 
learning, the most important element of my education at RCCSS has been my  
spiritual development. At STM, I feel that I have not only been educated in preparation 
for my future but also have been formed on a fundamental level to live virtuously and 
treat others with charity. Through many opportunities and consistent encouragement to 
grow my own faith, I have constructed a deep relationship with Jesus and discovered my 
own faith life. As I prepare for my future, I am grateful for the opportunities and  
formative experiences that the RCCSS has provided for me. 

2020-2021 FiNANciAL sTATEmENTs

Cost Covered by Tuition

High School

Non-Catholic

Catholic

Middle School

Elementary

81%

65%

93%

69%

86%
61%

cost to Educate a child

Please consider supporting the  
RCCSS 2021-22 Annual Fund. 

 Any gift, no matter the size, makes an impact. 

2020-2021 TuiTioN AssisTANcE GivEN: $803,594
Donor Directed Tuition Assistance $ 129,254 
Parish Support to Catholic Families $ 398,034 
Employee Tuition Discount $ 122,502 
Hardship Assistance $ 64 
Donor Established Grants $ 29,408 
SD Partners in Education Grants $ 124,332  
Total Tuition Assistance Provided: $ 803,594

Revenue 
Tuition/Fees 47%     $ 4,236,990 
Financial Assistance -2%     $   -165,201 
Parish Support 4%     $    398,034 
Fundraising 14%     $ 1,233,296 
Grants 15%     $ 1,201,645 
Investments 14%     $ 1,247,766 
Other Revenue 0%     $      17,584 
Activities 4%     $    353,236 
Lunch 4%     $    332,665 
 
Total Revenue      $ 6,818,505

Salaries & Benefits 64%     $ 4,325,279 
Teaching Expenses 2%     $    120,626 
Technology 2%     $    143,524 
Office Administration 3%     $    182,039 
Facilities 9%     $    594,168 
Depreciation 7%     $    511,877 
Activities-School Funded 3%     $    180,876 
Activities 5%     $    347,685 
Lunch 5%     $    357,067 
 
Total Expenses      $ 6,763,141

Expenses 

Assets 
Cash & Equivalents $    2,140,955 
Investments $    7,272,189  
Accounts Receivables $    1,055,522 
Prepaid Expenses $         64,368 
Property & Equipment $    9,236,081 
Other Assets $         50,902 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Total Assets $  19,820,017

Liabilities

Net Assets

RCCSS Annual Report

Kaitlyn Schmahl,  
Class of 2022

I have been part of the Rapid City Catholic School system since  
second grade, and it has been such a blessing. Through this school  
system, I have been given all the tools necessary to be successful.  
Throughout my years as a student at St. Thomas More, I have been  
blessed to have had driven, caring, and amazing teachers. I’ve also  
enjoyed the small community that feels more like a family, than anything  
else. I am so grateful to have been able to participate in the fine arts 
and sports here at STM, which have taught me so much. Essentially 
St. Thomas More has made me the person I am today and I am so grateful for that.

Leah Williams,  
Class of 2022

Sam Gibbon,  
Class of 2022

Charli Stamper, 
Class of 2022
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Come celebrate with us:  
January 30 — February 5 

Mass 

Monday, January 31, 9am  
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Men in Black Basketball game  

Monday, January 31 at STM High School  
Dinner at 5pm - Priests vs. STM 7 pm 

Returning Family & New Sibling  
Registration  

January 28 - February 11 
 

New Family Registration  
February 23 

For a tour or more information please contact  
Marcia Werner at (605) 343-8484 x 203  mwerner@rccss.org ~ www.RCCSS.org

Enroll Today - Class Sizes are Limited! 

Rapid City Catholic School System 
2022-2023 REGISTRATION 

 
 
 
 

National Catholic Schools Week

“Developing Personal and 
Academic Excellence in 
the Catholic Tradition”

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining the safest 

possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by 
church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confiden-
tiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted  privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone 
has caller ID and messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims 
are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. In accordance with diocesan 
policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children or young ople and priests, deacons, 
lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be  investigated. 

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan web-
site at:  www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

Diocese/Parishes
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I submitted two articles tonight, and 
moments after I hit send, I was struck by 
the parallel.  

Sure, they both involved retired 
Catholics. But in my focus on the specifics 
of their work — the intricate toothpick 
sculptures of a Minnesota grandpa, the win-
some travel guide written by a New Mexico 
single — I’d nearly missed how their paths 
mirrored each other.  

Both had discovered a round-about way 
to fulfill their lifelong dreams.  

Jerry Hackett always wanted to be an ar-
chitect but opted for a practical path and 
worked as an accountant. He quietly pro-
vided for his six children. Then one day in 
retirement, the 70-something recalled a 
school project his child had done back in 
the ’80s: toothpick assembly 

Soon Jerry was looking up the dimen-
sions of the Eiffel Tower and squirting 
Elmer’s Glue-All. Now 81, he’s created 
dozens of toothpick sculptures — bridges, 
windmills, churches — and generated a 
good deal of press. He works in his porch 
while listening to polka music, and he cre-
ates each sculpture to scale. There is a great 
deal of measuring: one inch of toothpick 
represents four feet.   

Turns out he became an architect after 
all — a toothpick architect. 

“I’ll wake up at night thinking about 
how to do this part of the church, and I 
can’t go back to sleep,” said Jerry, a member 
of St. Mark’s in Shakopee, Minn. 

Marion Amberg, meanwhile, harbored 
starry-eyed ambitions of being a detective. 

She planned to study law enforcement. 
There was just one problem: She couldn’t 
stand the sight of blood. 

Instead, she began writing for her local 
newspaper. The work entailed plenty of 
sleuthing. “Part of reporting is connecting 
the dots,” she said. “You see patterns.”  

Her latest book, “Monuments, Marvels, 
and Miracles: A Traveler’s Guide to 
Catholic America,” delivers a national tour 
of religious sites based on meticulous re-
search.  

“Even if it’s on a church website, you 
can’t take it as Gospel truth,” said Marion, 
a member of the Cathedral Basilica of St. 
Francis of Assisi in Santa Fe. “I tried to ver-

ify every single fact.”  
Lo and behold, this 60-something is 

now a detective — and no blood is involved!   
“Your dreams 

may change as you 
get older, but they 
don’t end,” she said. 
“I feel like the 60s 
are just the begin-
ning of my life.”  

Immediately I 
thought of my late 
grandpa, who 
started writing an 
autobiography he’d 
titled “Life Begins 
At 70.”  

At 73, he taught 
himself to play clar-
inet, putting num-
bered tape on keys 
to correspond with 
his fingering chart. 
Weeks later, he was 

playing the second movement of Mozart’s 
Clarinet Concerto.  

Then I recalled an amusing story a Jesuit 
priest recently told me. Father Chris Collins 
was reading a program and saw his name 
listed as a jubilarian. He assumed it was a 

mistake. How could it 
possibly be 25 years of 
priesthood already? 

“I can’t believe I’m al-
most 50,” he said, “be-
cause it feels like I’m just 
getting going.”  

These Catholics 
demonstrate that our 
Creator is a God of sur-
prises. We may resusci-
tate a long-lost dream — 
as an architect or detec-
tive, as a photographer or 
a florist. We can start in one direction and 
circle back. We might face a closed door 
and then discover: There is another way.  

Our options do not narrow with the 
ticking clock. We may find a new passion 
— or a new version of an old one that dou-
bles the joy. Talents coalesce and converge 
in unpredictable ways. God is good.   

He wants us to be happy and hopeful, to 
possess the “joyful optimism” named as a 
virtue in Salesian Spirituality. And in pur-
suing our passions, we make a sacred offer-
ing. As St. Augustine wrote: “The desire of 
your heart is itself your prayer.”  

That prayer keeps pulsing — at 50, 60 
and 70. It whispers: I’m just getting going.     

Life is just beginning: expansion at any age 

Christina 
Capecchi 
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Since the beginning in 1973, 
the West River Catholic has been 
sent to every registered house-
hold in the Diocese of Rapid City 
and we will continue to do so. 
However, to assist with  
production costs, each year a vol-
untary subscription drive is held. 
The suggested  donation is $27, 
but all gifts are welcome.  

For your convenience, if you 
wish to mail a donation, an  
envelope is included in the  
January 2022 print edition of the  
West River Catholic. New this 

year, the newspaper and the  
inserted envelopes feature a QR 
code for easy donating. If you 
wish to make your donation  
online, please go to:  
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org
/wrc and it will take you to the  
donation page. 

With print production every 
other month, news keeps flowing 
on the diocesan website to aid  
timeliness. Below is a  
screenshot of news  
posted on the diocesan website. 

West River Catholic  
Annual Voluntary  
Subscription Drive

t
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