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Bishop Muhich to consecrate diocese to St. Joseph

BY AMY JULIAN
DIRECTOR OF FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES

“I did not understand St. Joseph well enough, but that will
change.”— St. John of the Cross
One hundred fifty-years after Blessed Pope Pius IX declared St. Joseph as the Patron of the Universal Church,
Pope Francis authored an Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde
(With a Father’s Heart) and declared Dec. 8, 2020 – Dec.
8, 2021, to be a Year of St. Joseph. Seven years earlier, Pope
Francis had added the name of St. Joseph to several of the
Eucharistic Prayers, after the name of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Clearly, our Holy Father is calling his flock to embrace the witness, prayers and protection of the man who
was the foster father of Jesus.
On Dec. 8, during the Mass of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Bishop
Peter Muhich, in union with the priests and faithful of the
Diocese of Rapid City, will answer that call by closing the
Year of St. Joseph with a consecration of the Diocese of
Rapid City to St. Joseph.

What is a consecration, and what does this mean for our
diocese? To consecrate means “to set apart”— such as a
chalice or an altar are consecrated, set apart exclusively for
use within the Holy Mass. Thus, a consecration to St.
Joseph is the short way of saying the complete reality: that
our bishop, with his spiritual authority over our diocese entrusted to him by the Lord, will be consecrating, setting
apart, our diocese for Our Lord and his kingdom through
the paternal intercession and care of St. Joseph. It is almost
like setting a spiritual seal on our diocese — and thus, upon
each one of us and our families — setting us apart from the
power of the enemy and sealed by and for the goodness,
truth, beauty, and life that flows from the heart of God; the
same goodness, truth, beauty, and life that St. Joseph knew,
experienced, and allowed to transform his masculine and
paternal heart during his years of earthly pilgrimage at the
side of Our Lady and Our Lord. This is an immense grace!
To prepare the faithful to fully engage in the Consecration, the diocese is sponsoring an Advent Mission, “Go to
Joseph,” on Wednesday, December 1, 8, and 15. Building
on previous recent “hybrid” events, the diocese will host
mission events at parishes in the Black Hills that will be

livestreamed on the diocesan website, to allow for the participation of as many parishes and faithful as possible. In
addition, portions of those mission nights will be prerecorded, so that parishes throughout the diocese will be
able incorporate those elements of the mission into their
local celebrations.
l Dec.1 — Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, 6 - 7:30
p.m. “The Beauty of the Heart of St. Joseph,” Deacon Josh Lee
l Dec. 8 — Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help:
5 - 6:30 p.m. “The Power of Consecration to St. Joseph/St.
Joseph, Defender of the Eucharist” Homily & Consecration,
Bishop Peter Muhich
l Dec. 15 — Our Lady of the Black Hills: 6 - 7:30 p.m. “Pillar
of Families, Glory of Home Life,” Fr. Mark McCormick.

The Mission on Dec. 8 at Cathedral will include adoration and Josephite devotions from 5 - 5:30 p.m., followed
by the Mass of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. The Mission nights on Dec. 1 and 15 will include
music, testimonies, reflections as well as adoration and
Josephite Devotions. For any questions on how you might
fully engage in the consecration, please contact any member
of the Pastoral Ministries team at the Chancery, 605-3433541.
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‘The Last Four Things’ and Thanksgiving
We are once again
moving through the
month of November,
when temperatures
drop and the natural
world around us undergoes a kind of
dying and dormancy.
The scripture readings
Bishop Peter
at this time of year
M. Muhich
focus on the “last four
Diocese of
things”: death, judgRapid City
ment, heaven and hell
Exemplum
— as one liturgical
Dedi Vobis
year ends and a new
‘I have given you
one begins.
an example’
Of course, as
Americans we will celebrate another
Thanksgiving this month as well, remembering all the blessings God has bestowed
on us individually and as a nation.

Some thoughts on death
Since both nature and the liturgy remind us that all things in this world are
passing away, I offer these elements of our
Catholic faith for your reflection.
We are mortal beings and as such we
experience death in this fallen world. God
did not intend us to die, but when sin entered the world death inevitably followed.
We should all think about death and prepare for it, both our own death and the
death of our loved ones. Of course, we
who have come to know Jesus Christ are

filled with the hope of everlasting life after urge you to make plans for a Mass of
Christian Burial with your parish priest.
death and that makes all the difference in
the world! If we are in friendship with the You will be doing your family a favor and
helping the church to proclaim the Good
Lord, we do not have to fear death, even
News of Jesus Christ in a very important
though we will grieve and mourn as we
way.
experience it.
As part of those plans remember that
Given all the different ideas about
we follow Christ in the pattern he set for
death and what takes place after death
us in his death, burial and resurrection. As
floating around in our increasingly secular
his followers we honor and give a fitting
culture, I implore you to make plans for
burial to the bodies of
your death and funeral
‘I implore you to make plans
our loved ones in
that are in keeping
for your death and funeral that are in death. Just as Christ’s
with our Catholic
body was carefully
keeping with our Catholic faith.’
faith. One of the sadprepared for burial/endest things I see in
obituaries these days is the announcement tombment awaiting his bodily resurrection
that there will be no funeral services at the on Easter Sunday, so we bury/entomb the
bodies and mortal remains of our loved
person’s or the family’s request. How sad,
ones awaiting resurrection at the end of
and how unhelpful for the grieving
time. Our bodies are not to be discarded.
process.
Instead, they are to be honored with
We have a very human need to grieve
Christian burial. The church still prefers
the death of a loved one, to remember
the burial of the body after death. If you
their life and honor it and more imporhave good reasons for choosing cremation,
tantly for a disciple of Christ, to remember Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. Jesus please remember that you need to make
Christ came in the flesh to save us from
sin and death and win for us everlasting
life. From the very beginning Christians
gathered to grieve the death of a believer
by remembering Christ’s death and resurrection and celebrating that, by God’s
grace, we are united with him in death so
that we can also share in his resurrection.
As you think about your own death, I

plans for the burial or entombment of the
cremains. Scattering cremains or dividing
them up is not respectful of the body in
death and is against Catholic practice.
The way the church approaches death
and marks the death of a person is meant
to remember and proclaim our sharing in
what Christ did for us in his death, burial
and bodily resurrection and to help us
grieve in a hope-filled way.
Thanksgiving
Even with the challenges of the past
year we have much to be thankful for. I invite you to take some time to count your
blessings. God’s blessings come in many
different forms. Even if the past year has
included crosses for us to carry, the Lord
has been with us each step of the way, providing for us in his providential love. So,
let’s take some time to count our blessings
and give thanks for the many ways the
Lord is with us.
God bless you and those you love,
+Bishop Peter
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New to the Diocese of Rapid City
Bishop Peter Muhich has assigned Fr. Collins Igwilo to the parish of
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, as of October 1. He is originally
from the Diocese of Abakaliki, Nigeria, where he was ordained on July
13, 2002. He has been in the United States for two years completing a
degree in social work from Barry University, Miami Shores, Florida.
Father Igwilo has served as a parish priest.

@RapidCitydiorc

DioceseofRapidCity

@RapidCitydiorc

or online: www.rapidcitydiocese.org
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Bishop’s Calendar
Nov. 23-Dec. 18, 2021 — Subject to change without notice
November 23, Tuesday
11:30 a.m. Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation Board Meeting,
Terra Sancta Retreat Center
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board Meeting, CSS Offices
November 25-26, Thursday-Friday
Chancery Closed for Thanksgiving
November 30, Tuesday
8:15 a.m. STM Middle School Confessions, Cathedral
5 p.m. Real Presence Radio Banquet, Ramkota, Rapid City
December 1, Wednesday
Sioux Spiritual Center Board Meeting, Chancery
December 2, Thursday
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders Meeting, Chancery
December 4, Saturday
3 p.m. Mass, St. Catherine, Promise
6:30 p.m. Mass, Installation of Fr. Trask as Pastor, All Saints, Eagle Butte
December 8, Wednesday
Feast of the Immaculate Conception
5:30 p.m. Mass, Closing Celebration for Year of St Joseph, Cathedral
December 10, Friday
8:15 a.m. STM High School Confessions, Cathedral
December 12, Sunday
1:30 p.m. Mass, Celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City
December 14, Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass, Chancery Chapel
December 17, Friday
11 a.m. Priest Retirement and Aid Association Board Meeting, Chancery
1 p.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, Chancery
5 p.m. Bishop's Christmas Dinner for Priests, Rapid City
December 18, Saturday
11 a.m. Bishop’s Open House for Deacon Couples, Chancery

39th Annual Knights of Columbus
Thanksgiving Dinner on Thursday, November 25
Sponsored by Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Council 1489

WEST RIVER CATHOLIC
USPS 983-360
Official newspaper of the Catholic Diocese of Rapid City, published every other
month. The West River Catholic is owned and published by the
Diocese of Rapid City, 225 Main St., Ste 100, Rapid City, SD 57701-5499
Phone: 605-343-3541
Publisher: Bishop Peter M. Muhich
Editor: Laurie Hallstrom, lhallstrom@diorc.org
Assistant Editor: Becky Berreth, bberreth@diorc.org
Circulation: Irene Lee, ilee@diorc.org
Advertising: Laurie Hallstrom, 343-3541
Subscription: $27, Foreign subscription: $60 per year.
Postmaster: Address all correspondence, including change of address, to:
West River Catholic, PO Box 678
Rapid City, SD 57709-0678
Periodical postage paid at Rapid City, SD 57701

11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at St. Thomas More High School
300 Fairmont Blvd (across from hospital)
Dinner will be served in the cafeteria

Everyone welcome

Volunteers report at 10:15 a.m.

Dr. Paula Sorensen
Dr. Eryn Caudill
Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care
• Contact Lens Specialists
including bifocal contact lenses
• Great frames & sunglasses
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management
• Family & second pair discounts
• Urgent eye care for infections,
foreign body removal & other eye problems

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES
www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com
2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702
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In a video message, Pope Francis offered prayers dedicated
to people who suffer from depression. (CNS screenshot/
Vatican Media)

Belle Fourche, St. Paul, Mon, Dec. 6 — 6 p.m.
Bonesteel, Immaculate Conception, Thu, Dec. 2
— 6:30 p.m. CT
Colome, St. Isidore, Sun, Dec. 19
— 6:30 p.m. CT
Custer, St. John the Baptist, Tue, Dec. 21
— 4:30 p.m.
Deadwood, St. Ambrose, Sun, Dec. 12 — 2 p.m.
Fort Pierre, St. John, Thu, Dec. 9 — 6:30 p.m. CT
Gregory, St. Joseph, Thu, Dec. 16 —
6:30 p.m. CT
Hill City, St. Rose, Fri, Dec. 10 — 7 p.m.
Hot Springs, St. Anthony, Tue, Dec. 14
— 4:30 p.m.
Isabel, St. Mary, Sun, Dec. 12 — 4 p.m.
Kyle, Our Lady of Sorrows, Tues, Dec. 7
— 4:30 p.m.
Martin, Sacred Heart, Thu, Dec. 16 — 5 p.m.
Midland, St. William, Sun, Dec. 12 — 2 p.m.
Murdo, St. Martin, Wed, Dec. 22 — 6:30 p.m.
Newell, St. Mary, Thu, Dec. 2 — 6 p.m.
Philip, Sacred Heart, Sun, Dec. 12 — 4 p.m.
Piedmont, Our Lady of the Black Hills, Mon,
Dec. 13 — 6 p.m.
Presho, Christ the King, Mon, Dec. 6
— 6:30 p.m.
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament, Mercy Night,
Thu, Dec. 9 — 4- 7 p.m.
Rapid City, Cathedral, Mercy Night,
Thu, Dec. 2 — 6:30 p.m.
Rapid City, St. Isaac Jogues, Wed, Dec. 22 — 6 p.m.
Rapid City, St. Therese, Mercy Night,
Thu, Dec. 16 — 6:30 p.m.
Spearfish, St. Joseph, Sun, Dec. 19 — 3 p.m.
Sturgis, St. Francis, Sun, Dec. 5 — 3 p.m.
Timber Lake, Holy Cross, Sun, Dec. 12 — 6 p.m.
Wall, St. Patrick, Sun Dec. 19 — 4 p.m.
Wanblee, St. Ignatius, Wed, Dec. 8 — 8:30 a.m. CT
Winner, Immaculate Conception, Thu, Dec. 23
— 6:30 p.m. CT
White River, Sacred Heart, Mon, Dec. 20
— 6:30 p.m.

Accompany people with
depression and burnout
BY CAROL GLATZ CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE
VATICAN CITY — People experiencing depression
often need someone to talk to, and they can benefit from
psychological counseling and reading what Jesus has to say,
Pope Francis said.
“Let us pray that people who suffer from depression or
burnout will find support and a light that opens them up
to life,” the pope said.
In a video message released by the Pope’s Worldwide
Prayer Network Nov. 3, the pope offered his prayer intention for the month of November, which he dedicated to
people experiencing depression. November and the start of
shorter and colder days for the Northern Hemisphere
sometimes trigger “seasonal affective disorder” and depressive symptoms, according to many medical experts.
In his video message, the pope said, “Overwork and
work-related stress cause many people to experience extreme exhaustion — mental, emotional, affective and physical exhaustion.”
“Sadness, apathy and spiritual tiredness end up dominating the lives of people, who are overloaded due to the
rhythm of life today,” he added.
The pope said, “Let us try to be close to those who are
exhausted, to those who are desperate, without hope.”
“Often, we should just simply listen in silence because
we cannot go and tell someone, ‘No, life’s not like that. Listen to me, I’ll give you the solution.’ There’s no solution,”
he said.
“And besides, let us not forget that, along with the indispensable psychological counseling, which is useful and
effective, Jesus’ words also help,” he said, such as, “Come to
me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you
rest” (Mt 11:28).
Pope Francis has spoken candidly in interviews about
his own mental health.
He found help from a psychiatrist for how to manage
his anxiety and “to avoid rushing when making decisions”
when he was a priest in Argentina during the dictatorship,
he has said. The stress and anxiety built as he was secretly
taking people into hiding to get them out of the country
and save their lives, he has said.
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‘Our faith is a wonderful thing’

Bishop Steven Biegler, Diocese of Cheyenne,
was honored with the CSS Founder’s Award
at the Oct. 22 Annual Gathering in Rapid
City. (WRC photos by Becky Berreth)

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM
The Catholic Social Services Annual
Gathering honored Bishop Steven Biegler
from the Diocese of Cheyenne, Wyo., with
the Founder’s Award, Oct. 22 in Rapid
City. He is a former priest of the Diocese
of Rapid City. The award is in remembrance
of the late Msgr. William O’Connell who
was instrumental in founding CSS.
Three people gave testimonials on
Bishop Biegler’s behalf. His mother, Mary
Biegler of Mobridge, recalled a car-horse
accident that her son Steven was injured in,
when he was 11 years old. As the horse and
car collided, he was thrown up on the car
roof and into the ditch. The horse went
through the windshield and was killed. He
was taken by ambulance to Mobridge
where he was diagnosed with a broken col-

lar bone and the skin had been scraped off
his right elbow. Mary said an old army doctor pulled out glass shards and scrubbed
gravel from his scalp. “Through this whole
time, I was comforted with hope that nothing really bad had happened. I had faith
that was given to me by parents and my
grandfather. … Our faith is a wonderful
thing; we all belong to the family of God,”
she said.
His brother, Marty Biegler, of Timber
Lake, explained the importance of family,
“You have generations, Steve, of good family. The family worked hard, and they
worked together.”
Fr. Brian Christensen, pastor of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
in Rapid City recalled shenanigans that
went on between their brother priests and

Holy Family Coffins & Caskets
“A simple option for a complex moment.”
www.holyfamilycoffins.com/info@holyfamilycoffins.com

(605) 786-3332

then-Father Biegler was in the thick of the
pranks. Father Christensen pointed out that
as priest, Father Biegler and Msgr. William
O’Connell were the first diocesan priests to
minister on a reservation following the Sacred Heart Fathers leaving the Cheyenne
River Reservation. “Over and over again
you have been a model to us of commitment, work and dedication,” said Father
Christensen.
Bishop Biegler was also the keynote
speaker for the event. He began his speech
recalling his relationship with Msgr.
O’Connell. In 1990, Bishop Biegler was a
seminarian studying in Rome and Msgr.
O’Connell took a sabbatical there. “I really
got to know him for the first time,” said
Bishop Biegler. He went on to recall the
number of times their paths crisscrossed
and how Msgr. O’Connell was a mentor to
him. “In God’s providence we walked together, and I cherish those years,” said
Bishop Biegler.
He said Pope Francis chose the parable
of the Good Samaritan, for the center of his
encyclical, Fratelli tutti (All brothers), answering the question, “Who is my neighbor?” Bishop Biegler said we have become
accustomed to looking the other way when
we see the poor and vulnerable in the world.
He said Pope Francis has warned us repeatedly about indifference and he invites us to
learn from Jesus’ compassionate gut reaction
and tender mercy toward marginalized people.
Following Bishop Biegler’s speech, CSS
Executive Director Jim Kinyon explained
the organization’s ministry during the difficult days of the pandemic. He thanked the
audience for their continued support.

The CSS Order of St. Benedict honors
individuals, families, organizations or
communities that exemplify the spirit of
the Benedictine Sisters of St. Martin
Monastery, Rapid City.
The 2021 recipients are
Paula and Ron Clark,
Jim and Elbuia Gilbert’,
and Lisa Wesolik.
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‘Wokeness’ forgets God, human dignity
BY CHRIS MOTZ, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
S. D. CATHOLIC CONFERENCE

Archbishop José Gomez, the current
president of the USCCB, recently gave a
talk on “new secular ideologies.” These ideologies go by many names: political correctness, identity politics, cancel culture,
intersectionality, wokeness, and sometimes
— in a bad twist on an authentic Catholic
teaching — social justice. The archbishop’s
thesis was that political belief systems centered around personal identity groups are in
fact a pseudoreligion, a rival to traditional
Christian belief.
As he explained, “(these ideologies) provide people with an explanation for events
and conditions in the world. They offer a
sense of meaning, a purpose for living, and
the feeling of belonging to a community.
Even more than that, like Christianity,
these new movements tell their own ‘story
of salvation.”
The story of the new rival pseudo-religion is much different than the Christian

story. It says that we don’t know where we
came from, but we are allied with those
with similar characteristics of skin color or
social class. We are unhappy because our
class has been treated unfairly by another,
more powerful group. Our liberation from
suffering comes by waging a war for social
power. We find meaning through power in
this world. Through the fight for power, we
can create a perfect society.
This ideology has its attractions. So
much so, Gomez wrote, that even “many of
America’s leading corporations, universities,
and even public schools are actively promoting and teaching this vision.” It has a
simple appeal because it aims at a sort of
justice, as it divides the world into good
guys and bad guys, victims and oppressors.
And, in a bracing challenge to Christians, it
tries to respond to real human suffering.
But there’s a big problem with this
pseudoreligion. It forgets God. And in forgetting God, it forgets the deepest meaning
of human dignity.
As Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

warned, when we forget God, we no longer
see the image of God in our neighbor.
Likewise, in his 2020 encyclical Fratelli
Tutti, Pope Francis says that if we reject
God as our Father, there is no reason for us
to see others as our brothers and sisters.
The most fundamental problem with
“woke” ideologies, Gomez said, is that they
are “profoundly atheistic. They deny the
soul, the spiritual, transcendent dimension
of human nature; or they think that it is irrelevant to human happiness. They reduce
what it means to be human to essentially
physical qualities — the color of our skin,
our sex, our notions of gender, our ethnic
background, or our position in
society.”Gomez said these theories seem to
come from the ideas of Karl Marx. However, his main point is that these ideologies
must be primarily understood not in social
or political terms, but in spiritual ones.
In response to a rising pseudoreligion,
what should the Church’s strategy be New
challenges call for new creativity and new
boldness.

In his talk, the archbishop recalled Pentecost, when men and women of many nations miraculously heard the good news of
salvation in their own language, and were
converted through the power of the Holy
Spirit. Let’s not lose sight of this power.
God promised this same Spirit to us as our
inheritance. Can we claim the fullness of
this promise and invoke the Holy Spirit
more each day? Might this Holy Spirit lead
you to act and speak with new creativity and
boldness? Be creative. Be bold.
Remember, faith in Jesus leads us to
build up, not divide. It leads us to encourage
and exhort, not to humiliate or ruin reputations. As Christians, we propose something that no psuedoreligion can, a path of
reconciliation for even the worst of sinners,
a life of deep meaning even in suffering, and
the promise of eternal joy in the communion of God’s boundless love.

A Catholic Way of Life
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Abundant outpouring of grace was amazing
This fall semester started out a bit
rough for me health-wise. This summer I
felt fatigued and worn out. I was short of
breath as I was out hiking in the hills.
Even walking up a flight of stairs I experi-

enced chest pain.
Toward the end of August, I was supposed to be hiking in Glacier National
Park with a high school classmate of mine.
I thought I better call him to see how far
we were planning to hike
each day. He told me 12 to
18 miles. I thought, “Holy ---!” I cannot even walk up a
flight of stairs without being
winded; there is no way I
can hike that far each day.
I decided it was best to
call my cardiologist before
heading out to tramp around
Glacier. I did not pass my
stress test and my angiogram
showed that I had three
blocked arteries. My doctor
declared, “Your trip to Glacier is out for this summer.”
The first of September, I
had triple bypass surgery.
While I was still in the
(R-L) The medical team that helped Fr. Mark McCormick get
hospital, I found myself
back on his feet — Christopher Murphy, Christian “Cody” Murfilled with anxiety and unray, Father McCormick, Mary Vigoren, Dr Samuel Durr,
able to sleep. I decided to
Samantha Emeline, Hank Houston, Justin Krebs, and Ryan
pull out my cell phone and
Braun. (Courtesy photo)
to listen to praise and wor-

Cardiac Team

Readying for 1st Communion
PIEDMONT — Several members of the first reconciliation class at Our Lady of the Black Hills
were proud to support their priest, Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek, on priesthood Sunday at the end of
September. (Courtesy photo)

ship music, hoping that would help ease
the restlessness I was experiencing.
The first song I hit on my playlist was
Matt Maher’s “Run to the Father.” I have
listened to this song before, however this
time the lyrics pierced my heart in a new
way.
“Running into Your arms
Is running to life from death
And I feel this rush deep in my chest
Your mercy is calling out
Just as I am You pull me in
And I know I need You now
I run to the Father
Fall into grace
I'm done with the hiding
No reason to wait
My heart needs a surgeon
My soul needs a friend
So I'll run to the Father
Again and again”
As tears rolled
down my face, the
restlessness and
anxiety washed
away and was replaced by the peace
of our Father’s love
pouring into my
heart.
This abundant outpouring of grace was
amazing — one that I will continually run
back to again and again. I sense that Jesus,
the Divine Physician, has healed my heart
in a deeper way, not only physically but
spiritually as well.
I see the fruits of his healings in my
daily life, from walking to the way I eat to
what I read and even to how I preside and
pray the Mass with greater joy in the
Lord.
These days 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 has
taken on new meaning for me as I try to
be a better steward not only my physical
self but of my spiritual self, too.
“Do you not know your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit who lives within you,
whom you have received as a gift from God?
You are not your own. You were bought with
a price purchased by Jesus’s blood. Therefore,
glorify God in your body and in the Spirit,
which belongs to God.”
St. Paul teaches us that our body is the
Spirit’s dwelling, that sacred place in
which the Spirit not only lives but is wor-

shiped, revered and
honored. We are
called to see our
bodies as holy and
living temples of
God who dwells
within us.
We are called to
Fr. Mark
lift up our bodies
McCormick
and adore Christ in
Director
them as temples of
Office of
the Holy Spirit. Of
Vocations
course, this is easier
MMcCormick
said than done.
@diorc.org
Nonetheless, it is
our charge by the
Holy Spirit.
In his desire to bring healing to my
physical and spiritual heart, the Lord
drew me to use my recovery time to read
three books on the
spiritual fatherhood
of a priest. All three
challenged me to
live my priesthood
in more intentional
and sacrificial ways,
helping me to grow
in my own identity
as a priest and spiritual father to those
who have been entrusted to my ministries.
For over six weeks I celebrated daily
Mass without a congregation, on a
kitchen table or a dresser, with a heart of
gratitude for my priesthood. I thanked
God for the opportunity to live my priesthood, my spiritual fatherhood anew.
I was struck by this quote in Father
Carter Griffin’s book, “Why celibacy? Reclaiming the Fatherhood of the Priest.”
He quotes St. John Paul II: “For the priest
it is Eucharistic love that daily renews his
fatherhood and makes it fruitful,
transforming him evermore into Christ
and, like Christ, makes him become the
bread of souls, their priest, yes, but also
their victim, because for them he is gladly
consumed in imitation of him who gave
his life for the salvation of the world.
“In other words, a priest is as good as
his Eucharistic life, his Mass above all. A
Mass without love, a sterile priest. A fervent Mass, a priest who wins souls.”

‘I did not pass my stress
test and my angiogram
showed that I had three
blocked arteries.’
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How to live a meaningful life

Last week, I had the great good fortune
Now, I continued, the perceptive soul into sit down for a Zoom interview with Jor- tuits that there is a transcendent source of
dan Peterson, Jonathan Pageau, and John these values: a supreme or unconditioned
Vervaeke. As I’m sure you know, Peterson, goodness, truth, and beauty. The fully meanprofessor of psychology at the University of ingful life is one that is dedicated, finally, to
Toronto, is one of the most influential fig- that reality. Thus, Plato said that the culmiures in the culture today. Pageau is an artist nating point of the philosophical enterprise
and iconographer working in the Orthodox is discovering, beyond all particular goods,
Christian tradition, and Vervaeke is a pro- the “form of the good”; Aristotle said that
fessor of cognitive psychology at the Uni- the highest life consists in contemplating
versity of Toronto. All three of these the prime mover; and the Bible speaks of
gentlemen have a powerful presence on so- loving the Lord our God with our whole
cial media. The topic of our
soul, our whole mind, our
‘Every particular act of
conversation was a theme
whole strength. Jordan
the will is predicated upon some
that preoccupies all four of
Peterson,
echoing
value, some concrete good.’
us — namely, the crisis of
Thomas
Aquinas,
put it
— Thomas Aquinas
meaning in our culture, espeas follows: “Every particcially among the young. To kick things off, ular act of the will is predicated upon some
Peterson asked each of us to give our defi- value, some concrete good. But that value
nition of meaning and, more specifically, of nests in a higher value or set of values,
religious meaning. When my time came, I which in turn nests in a still higher one. We
offered this: to live a meaningful life is to be come,” he said, “eventually, to some supreme
in purposive relationship to value, and to good that determines and orders all of the
live a religiously meaningful life is to be in subordinate goods that we seek.
purposive relationship to the summum
Though we articulated the theme in difbonum, or the supreme value.
ferent ways and according to our various
Following the prompts of Dietrich von areas of expertise, all four of us said that the
Hildebrand, I argued that certain values — “wisdom tradition,” which classically preepistemic, moral, and aesthetic — appear in sented and defended these truths, has been
the world, and they draw us out of our- largely occluded in the culture today, and
selves, calling us to honor them and to in- this occlusion has contributed mightily to
tegrate them into our lives. So, the crisis of meaning. Much has contributed
mathematical and philosophical truths be- to this problem, but we put emphasis espeguile the mind and set it on a journey of cially on two causes: scientism and the postdiscovery; moral truths, on display in the modern suspicion of the very language of
saints and heroes of the tradition, stir the value. Scientism, the reduction of all legitiwill into imitative action; and artistic beauty mate knowledge to the scientific form of
— a Cézanne still-life, a Beethoven sonata, knowledge, effectively renders claims of
Whitman’s Leaves of Grass — stops us in value unserious, merely subjective, expresour tracks and compels us to wonder and, sive of feeling but not of objective truth.
in turn, to create. To order one’s life in such Combined with this reductionism is the
a way that one consistently seeks such val- conviction, baked into the brains of so many
ues is to have a properly meaningful life.
young people today, that claims truth and

2022: July 12-23 — Greece, Fr. Kerry Prendivlle, follow in the
footsteps of St. Paul (includes 4-day Aegean Sea Cruise).
August 1-12 — Northern Ireland & Scotland includes a
3-day optional tour of Wales with Fr. Brian Lane.

Many more pilgrimages can be found at
www.selectinternationaltours.com
Holy Land, Germany, Poland, Spain, Russia, Croatia etc.
Select International Tours, Rita Dupres, 605-381-4988

value are simply disguised attempts to prop
up the power of those who are making
them or to sustain a corrupt institutional
superstructure. Accordingly, these assertions
have to be demythologized, dismantled, and
deconstructed. And along with this cultural
assault on the realm of values, we have witnessed the failure of many of the great institutions of the culture, including and
especially the religious institutions, to present this realm in a convincing and compelling
manner. Far
too
often,
contemporary religion has turned into superficial political advocacy or a pandering
echo of the prejudices of the environing culture.
So, what do we need for a meaningful
life? From my perspective, I said, we need
great Catholic scholars, who understand our
intellectual tradition thoroughly and who
believe in it, are not ashamed of it — and
who are ready to enter into respectful but
critical conversation with secularity. We
need great Catholic artists, who reverence
Dante, Shakespeare, Michelangelo, Mozart,
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Hopkins, and Chesterton, and who are also
on point to produce
fresh works of art, imbued with the Catholic
sensibility. And we
need, above all, great
Bishop
Catholic saints, who
Robert
show concretely what it
looks like to live one’s
Barron
life in purposive rela- Auxiliary Bishop
tion to the summum
of the
Archdiocese of
bonum. We can and
Los Angeles
should blame the culture of modernity for
producing the desert of meaninglessness
in which so many today wander, but we
keepers of the religious flame ought to
take responsibility too, acknowledging
our failures and resolving to pick up our
game.
For people today will not enter into
relationship with values and with the
supreme value unless they can find mentors and masters to show them how.
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Canku Wakan
September 2-5 , the Canku Wakan Retreat was held at Sioux Spiritual Center. Candidates and
team members are pictured. (Front row l-r) Mary Mousseau, Florence Janis, Walter Carlin, Germaine Little Bear, Audrey Jones, and Mary Tognotti. (Second row) Dcn. Steve McLaughlin,
Charles McGaa, Fr. Ron Seminra, SJ, Fr. Brad Held, SJ, Deborah DuBray, Jesse Bear Runner,
and Ramon Bear Runner. (Back row) Joyce Tibbitts, Mike Red Cloud, and Quincy Red Feather.
“We all benefited from beautiful weather, spiritually uplifting talks given by the team members,
good food, jokes and lots of fun. Many commented that they learned so much from the retreat
and came away with feeling more committed to their faith and felt transformed in a more confident way of being Lakota as well as being Catholic,” said Germaine Little Bear, diocesan director of Native Ministry. (Courtesy photo)
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Arlington National Cemetery
A guard with the Army's 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment walks past members of the Crow Nation
during a centennial commemoration event at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington,
Va., Nov. 9. A smudging ceremony and a prayer led by Crow Nation members opened two
days of the public being allowed to lay a flower at the tomb for the first time in nearly 100
years. (CNS photo/Alex Brandon, Pool via Reuters)

Remember HIS
will in yours
If you are planning to create or
update your will and would like
to include the Catholic Church,
please call us. We can help.

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation
Phone 605-721-6843
www.wsdcf.org
(Mailing) PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709

News

10 WRC

November 2021

Celebrating November National Adoption Month

Positive adoption language empowers birth parents and adopted children
BY KELLI WHARTMAN
CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES

November is an important month for many
families because it is National Adoption
Month. Most of us have been touched by
adoption in some way. We may have a cousin
or other family member who was adopted, we
may have neighbors who are adoptive parents, or someone at our church may be in the
home study process as we speak. Even when
we are surrounded by people who have been
touched by adoption, it’s really not a topic we
bring up very often. I was recently on an adoption panel at the South Dakota Right to Life
Conference. Adoption is a very pertinent topic
in the pro-life community. There are some on
the other side of the fence that ask; “What are
you going to do if women don’t have access to
abortion…adopt all of those babies?” The
truth is that there are many opportunities to
show Christ, even if adopting a child yourself
isn’t part of your vocation at this time. There
are more than two million couples currently
waiting to adopt a child. Before you let November fly by and jump right into singing Christmas carols, consider these ways to support
the adoption triad, not just during adoption
month, but all year long. After all, it was
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta who said, “The
problem with the world is that we draw the circle of our family too small.”
1. Avoid passing judgement on women
facing unplanned pregnancies. Look at pregnant women with loving eyes. They have the
gift of life growing inside their womb, no matter the circumstances of the conception. Remember that Mary the mother of Jesus was a
young pregnant woman who had to endure
significant judgement from her community.
2. Say the word! If you know someone facing an unplanned pregnancy, ask how you can
support them, and ask them if they would consider adoption. There are so many women who
choose other options because no one brought
up the topic of adoption.

3. Use positive adoption language. A birth
parent is not “giving up” their baby, they are
considering adoption or making an adoption
plan. A mother does not change her mind
about adoption, she chooses to parent her
child. They are not giving up, but they are
being brave by considering what is in the best
interest of their child. Using positive adoption
language empowers birth parents and
adopted children.
4. Be aware of resources and support in
your community. Once you start the conversation about adoption, be ready to identify resources in your community such as your local
crisis pregnancy centers and adoption agencies. You may not know all the answers if
someone has questions about adoption, but
you should know how to point them in the direction of someone who can answer their
questions. If you are eager to have something
tug at your heartstrings, read an adoption
memoir book or watch the videos at Brave
love.org.
5. Support adoptive and foster families.
You might bring over a meal or fold some laun-

dry for your friend who has a new placement.
You could organize a baby shower, something
that is often overlooked due to the unpredictable nature of adoption. The South Dakota
Kids Belong organization has a program to co-

ordinate wrap around services to help foster
families and provide practical support, to give
the phrase “It takes a village” some meat
behind the expression.
6. Spread the word! Use social media to
share resources from adoption agencies,
share positive adoption stories, or share the
videos that are put out by South Dakota Kids
Belong about foster children waiting for their
forever homes. You can also stop by a crisis
pregnancy resource center or adoption
agency and ask if they have some flyers you
can hang up at your business or church, or
business cards that you can distribute.
Trinity Pregnancy and Adoption offers a call
or text pregnancy helpline (605) 388-2799.
For more information about adoption and
pregnancy resources, please visit www.Trinity
Adoption.org. Be sure to follow @trinityadop
tion on Facebook and Instagram. Trinity Pregnancy and Adoption, a program of Catholic Social Services, is located at 529 Kansas City
Street, Rapid City, SD 57701.
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*Photos provided by
parishioners, WRC/list
provided by Family Life
Ministries and parishes

Robert & Sheila Achbach
St. Therese the Little
Flower, Rapid City
Married in
Baldwin Park, Calif.
June 11, 1971

Ron & Paula Clark
Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help,
Rapid City
Married in Iroquois
June 26, 1971

Martin & Sharon
Deichert
St. Joseph, Spearfish
Married in Raleigh, N.D.
September 4, 1971

Raymond & Joan Klein
St. Paul, Belle Fourche
Married in
Bismarck, N.D.
April 23 1971

Frank & Dianne Larson
St. John the Evangelist,
Ft. Pierre
Married in Carthage
June 3, 1971

Patrick & Karen
Odenbach
St. Mary, Lemmon
Married in Sisseton
August 7, 1971

Les & Joann Pearson
Sacred Heart, Philip
Married in Philip
August 21, 1971

Fred & Linda Berendse
Cathedral of Our Lady of
Pereptual Help,
Rapid City
Married in Ogden, Utah
November 20, 1971

Bill & Jane Dunbar
St. Joseph, Spearfish
Married in Highmore
June 17, 1971

Lyle & Donna Bowman
St. Francis of Assisi,
Sturgis
Married in Sturgis
February 20, 1971

Richard & Mary Boyd
Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City
Married in Pierre
October 14, 1971

Gerald & Julie Brocious
Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help,
Rapid City
Married in
Philadelphia, Pa.
October 2, 1971

Larry & Joyce Hannan
Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City
Married in
Litchfield, Minn.
November 13, 1971

David & Judy Huck
St. Francis of Assisi,
Sturgis
Married in
Bear Butte Valley
June 27, 1971

Kenneth & Sharon Karp
St. John the Evanglist,
New Underwood
April 4, 1971

Craig & Jackie Layh
St. Joseph, Gregory
Married in Rapid City
May 29, 1971

John & Judy Lemke
Sacred Heart, Dupree
Married in Dupree
June 26, 1971

Ed & Jeanette Mills
St. Therese the Little
Flower, Rapid City
Married in
Brunswick, Neb.
April 24, 1971

Rod and Deloris Nielson
Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City
Married in Regent, N.D.
June 26, 1971

James & Sheela
Schermetzler
St. Joseph, Spearfish
Married in
Marshfield, Wisc.
June 11, 1971

Elmer & Sharon Simmons
Our Lady of the Sacred
Heart, Martin
Married in Rapid City
October 9, 1971

Pete & Linda Stach
St. Rose of Lima, Hill City
Married in Huron
June 12, 1971

Ray & Collette Summers
Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Keystone
Married in Mitchell
November 20, 1971

Events
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Thanksgiving Closure
Thursday- Friday, Nov. 25-26 Chancery
closed for Thanksgiving
Real Presence Radio Banquet
Tuesday, Nov. 30 – Real Presence Radio
Banquet, Ramkota, Rapid City,
5 p.m.
Advent Missions
Wednesday, Dec. 1: “Go to Joseph” Diocesan Advent Mission, Opening Night: “The
Beauty of the Heart of St. Joseph” 6 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament, live streamed.

Wednesday, Dec. 8: Consecration of our
Diocese to St. Joseph and Second Night
of Diocesan Advent Mission: 5p.m.,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
streamed live
Wednesday, Dec. 15: “Go to Joseph”
Diocesan Advent Mission, Final Night:
“St. Joseph: Pillar of Families, Glory of
Home Life” (6 - 7:30 p.m., Our Lady of
the Black Hills, streamed live)
Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration
Sunday, December 12, Blessed Sacrament
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Church, Rapid City, 1:30 p.m.
Simbang Gabi
Simbang Gabi or night Mass is a series of
nine novena Masses. Masses are held at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, 520 Cathedral Dr., Rapid City.
Mass times are Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m. and
Dec. 16-23 at 5:30 p.m. Dec. 17 the celebrant will be Fr. Jason Marco, a Filipino

priest from the Diocese of Cheyenne. Following the Dec. 17 Mass, a traditional Filipino meal will be served. For questions,
please call 605-430-7392 or 605-5450540.
Chancery Closed
Dec. 23-24 For Christmas
Dec. 30-31 For Solemnity of Mary

Couples also celebrating
their Golden Anniversary:

Claude & Dorothy
Vershure
St. John the Baptist,
Custer
Married in Mcgregor,
Minn.
June 12, 1971

Mike & Peggy Verville
Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help,
Rapid City
Married in
Billings, Mont.
October 23, 1971

West River, SD- Are you experiencing numbness,
tingling, or pain in the hands and feet? Are you finding
it difficult to balance and have a fear of falling? It’s
possible you have Peripheral Neuropathy which is
caused by nerve damage.

Lester & Linda Weishaar,
November 11, 1971
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Keystone
Bob & Kathy Ackerman
July 10, 1971
St. Rose of Lima, Hill City
Daryl & Haldeen Johnson
January 16, 1971
St. Rose of Lima, Hill City

Three Factors to Effectively Treat Neuropathy:

1) Find the Underlying Cause
2) Evaluate the amount of nerve damage
3) Determine the amount of treatment required
Goals of Treatment:

Peripheral Neuropathy is a chronic degenerative
disease. If left untreated, the condition will continue to
progress. Over time our nerves experience a loss of
blood supply from constriction which leads to
degeneration. A damaged nerve will start to send
abnormal signals to the brain which will bring
sensations of burning, tingling, and intense pain. Further, more serious progression of nerve damage will
present as numbness. This leads to a high risk of
falling, dropping things, and loss of independence.
Now for some good news. There is a facility right here
in Rapid City, SD that offers hope for relief without
having to take drugs with harmful side effects.

1) Increase Blood Flow
2) Stimulate Nerve Fibers
3) Decrease Pain
Our treatments return blood flow and nutrients to the
affected area to stimulate the growth and repair of
blood vessels and peripheral nerves.
Dr. Ariann Wolff, DACM at West River Acupuncture
& Wellness, will perform a Neuropathy Severity
Examination to determine the extent of the nerve
damage for only $40, which consists of detailed
sensory and vascular testing along with an analysis of
neurological findings.

Dr. Wolff will be offering this examination from now
until December 15, 2021.
Call 605-205-5177 to find out if you are a candidate
for our program.
Holidays are a time for gratitude and togetherness.
Imagine a pain free Holiday Season. Enjoy your family and friends pain free!
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Men in gray — clerical attire for deacons

Deacon Greg Sass, director of the Office of
the Permanent Diaconate, said “the wearing
of clerical attire serves as a visible sign of
the deacon’s office and ministry and it
reminds the permanent deacon of his Christcentered life in service to the Gospel.”

BY DCN. GREG SASS
DIR. OFFICE OF PERMANENT DIACONATE
On October 18, Bishop Peter Muhich,
in consultation with the Presbyteral
Council and the Diocesan Permanent
Diaconate community, announced the following change to the Diocesan Pastoral
Handbook.
As ordained ministers sharing the
sacrament of holy orders, deacons are clerics or official ministers of the church along
with bishops and priests. Clerical attire
consisting of a gray clergy shirt with white
collar should be worn by deacons in the
diocese as they conduct their ministerial
duties, which include liturgical functions
in parishes; presiding at funeral rites; hospital, nursing home, and prison apostolates; home visitations; giving an
invocation or addressing a secular group as
a representative of the parish or the Diocese of Rapid City. Deacons with faculties
in the Diocese of Rapid City are permitted to wear clerical attire when the pastoral situation suggests the deacon be
clearly identified as Catholic clergy. At
other times, deacons will dress in appropriate secular clothing.
The permanent diaconate was restored
in the Roman Catholic Church as one of
the major changes of the Second Vatican
Council in the 1960s. The Diocese of

Rapid City ordained its first permanent
deacons in 1975.
The United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops chose not to establish a
nationwide law regarding the attire of
deacons. Instead, the USCCB chose to
allow diocesan bishops to determine the
best practice for their own diocese. Many
dioceses have opted to give greater visibility to the diaconate by permitting their
deacons to wear clerical attire while func-

tioning in their ministry.
Some permanent deacons in the diocese have been wearing black clerical attire
for several years under various guidance.
With the publication of this change in the
Pastoral Handbook, the guidance for permanent deacons is clear. During this transition period, you may continue to see
permanent deacons wearing black clerical
attire with a deacon lapel pin or other deacon cross emblem.

Learn more about the Permanent Diaconate
Are you, or someone you know, called?
Have you seen a deacon at a Mass or
some other place, and a thought or question came to you about the diaconate?
Do you know someone who you think
would make a good deacon? If so, you
may have experienced the Holy Spirit
working in your life, and now is the time
to do something about that thought or
question.
Beginning in February 2022, the Diocese of Rapid City Diaconate Formation
Program will be holding a series of informational gatherings about the Permanent Diaconate. These monthly sessions
will be held at the Terra Sancta Retreat
Center, Rapid City, on the first Saturdays

of each month through May 2022. These
sessions will provide an overview of the
diaconate, some of the history of the diaconate in the church and in the Diocese
of Rapid City, and information about how
to discern if God is calling you to become
a Permanent Deacon.
To learn more about the Permanent
Diaconate, check your parish for the Diaconate Formation brochure or read it online at https://rcdeacon.org/formation.
You can also contact Deacon Greg Sass,
Director of the Permanent Diaconate at
gsass@diorc.org / 605-343-3541 or Fr.
Brian Christensen, Director of the Permanent Diaconate Formation at bchris
tensen@diorc.org / 605-342-0507.

Check out news online Dec. 21 at rapidcitydiocese.org

Serving Your family For Generations
Family-owned and Operated

2700 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City l 605-343-0077
“Funeral Directors with over 200 years of combined experience”

Robb
Schmidt

Ozzie
Osheim

Terry
Gilertson,
CFSP

Jes
Scott

Dwight
Edstrom

Robert
Broderick
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Deacon Calvin Clifford, a man of faith, family and forgiveness
Condensed from the
Bennett County Booster.

BY TIM HUETHER
He’s known as Deacon Cal to those of
the Catholic faith in Bennett County and
beyond. Others may know him as simply
Cal Clifford.
Cal attended Rapid City High School,
excelling at basketball, football and track .
He graduated high school in 1964, then
attended the South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology, majoring in engineering. While attending the School of
Mines, he enlisted in the U.S. Marine
Corps.
On Sept. 9, 1967, he married his high
school sweetheart, Joan, a year after enlisting. He served in San Diego, Calif., before
being shipped to Vietnam.
After he was discharged, he returned to
college and earned his degree in Electrical
Engineering.
He has worked for Northwestern Bell,
Black Hills Packing Company, the Bureau
of Indian Affairs, and Indian Health Services. In 1988, he went to work for IHS in
Martin, working there as an engineer until

he retired in 2011.
Although Cal lived a very fulfilling life,
raising three girls with his wife Joan, a
much more important aspect of his life was
centered around his faith, becoming a deacon in the Catholic Church.
“When I came back from overseas, my
head wasn’t screwed on real straight and I
struggled with a lot of things,” offered Cal.
“In 1978, I found myself lying prostrate
before the alter in the church one night,
asking God to forgive me,” said Clifford. “In
the back of my head, a voice spoke clearly,
‘I have forgiven you my son, you need to
forgive yourself.’ I asked him to help me
stop drinking, and I haven’t drank since
then and my life has become far better, simply because I began to understand more
about God’s love and forgiveness.”
At a Cursillo retreat he met Fr. John
Hatcher, SJ, who helped establish the permanent diaconate in the diocese. Another
priest asked him to consider becoming a
permanent deacon. He was ordained Nov.
1, 1995.
“The past 26 years since ordination, my
life has been very rewarding for me,” Clif-

In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and
death anniversaries of the priests and deacons who serve us.

December

DEACON CALVIN CLIFFORD
ford stated. “I get to comfort people in their
time of loss, I get to welcome newborn babies into God’s fold, I get to help young
couples come to understand God’s love better and his effect on their relationship with
each other, I get to spend time with people
who are very ill and close to death and help
them to understand God’s love and forgiveness.”
The church has a mandatory retirement
from being a deacon at 75 years of age,
which he turned this year. Although he is
officially retired, he is still able to do many
of the deacon duties occasionally because of
the shortage of help in the area.

Proud to support the
Catholic school system

Since 1909, a commitment to our communities has been one of RBC Wealth Management’s core values.
It’s part of how we run our business day in and day out. We believe that our most visible imprint is through
the great work being done by the organizations we support.
Hillard Wealth Solutions Group
246 Founders Park Drive, Suite 101
Rapid City, SD 57709
(605) 343-7720
Toll free: (800) 658-5544
www.hillardwsg.com
Non-deposit investment products o昀ered through RBC Wealth Management are not FDIC insured, are not a deposit or other obligation of,
or guaranteed by, a bank, and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal amount invested.
© 2020 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved.

20-RC-1525 (03/20)

Birthdays: Dec. 2, Dcn. Raul Daniel; Dec. 7,
Fr. Ron Garry; Dec. 13, Fr. Kerry Prendiville;
Dec. 17, Dcn. Tom Murphy; Dec. 27, Fr.
Brian Lane; Dec. 28, Fr. Bryan Sorensen.
Ordinations: Dec. 8, Dcn. Luis Usera; Dec.
13, Fr. Edmund Yainao, SJ.
Necrology: Dec. 1, 1958, Robert Dube; Dec.
2, 1975, Robert Ready, OSB; Dec. 3, 2017,
Dcn. LeRoy DeCory; Dec. 6, 2014, James
Michalski, SJ; Dec. 7, 1925, Joseph
Spangemacher, SJ; Dec. 7, 1953, Vincent
Christie; Dec. 7, 2002, Dcn. Lawrence Whiting; Dec. 7, 2016, Thomas Tierney, SJ; Dec.
8, 1957, Matthew Connell, SJ; Dec. 9,
2002, James Becht; Dec. 12, 1936,
Matthias Schmidt, SJ; Dec. 13, 1987,
Bishop Harold J. Dimmerling; Dec. 14,
1955, John Groell; Dec. 17, 1989, Michael
Roach; Dec. 18, 1967, Albert Grueter, SJ;
Dec. 19, 1946, Francis Besendorfer; Dec.
20, 1899, Joachim Huwylet, OSB; Dec. 20,
1946, Louis Gall, SJ; Dec. 20, 2001,
Richard Plante; Dec. 22, 1924, Charles
Weisenhorn, SJ; Dec. 23, 1931, Florentine
Digmann, SJ; Dec. 24, 1968, James Walsh;
Dec. 24, 2000, William Philbin; Dec. 24,
2014, Dcn. Eugene Heckathorne; Dec. 28,
1948, James Creahen; Dec. 29, 1978,
Ralph Muldoon; Dec. 30, 1980, Cornelius
Meade; Dec. 31, 1922, John Jutz, SJ; Dec.
31, 1936, James Sampon.

January
Birthdays: Jan. 3, Dcn. Earl ‘Joe” Witte; Jan.
8, Dcn. William Dustman; Jan. 21, Fr. Tyler
Dennis; Jan. 22, Fr. Riccardo Pennati; Jan.
23, Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ.
Ordinations: Jan. 3, 1984, Fr. Wm. Zandri;
Jan. 18, 1982, Fr. Michael Hight.
Necrology: Jan. 2, 1973, James Weithman;
Jan. 4, 1955, Edward Henault; Jan. 7,
1979, Dominic Padula; Jan. 12, 1961,
Michael Conley; Jan. 13, 1999, Bishop
Lawrence Welsh; Jan. 14, 1964, John Connolly; Jan. 15, 2014, Raymond Deisch; Jan.
16, 1946, Raymond O’Hora; Jan. 16, 1978,
Othmar Buerkler, OSB; Jan. 17, 2004,
Collins Jordan; Jan. 21, 1957, John Novak;
Jan. 23, 1951, John O’Reilly; Jan. 25, 1990,
James Donahoe; Jan. 26, 1955, Edward
McGonigal; Jan. 26, 1962 Gerhard Stakemeir; Jan. 26, 1960, Walter Pascal; Jan. 30,
1998, William McKenney, SJ; Jan. 20,
2018, Dcn. Marlon Leneaugh; Jan. 31,
1959, Charles Virnig; Jan. 31, 2005, Dale
Kutil.
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Born to Eternal Life
These names are a list of family and friends we
lost between October 1, 2020, and
September 30, 2021. Names and dates were
furnished by the parishes.
The pandemic delayed funerals and several churches
listed their funerals in the order they happened
instead by death date.
Belle Fourche, St. Paul
11/14/20 Bille Hett
12/4/20 Mary Jane Hatzenbiler
1/25/21 Leigh Patten
4/27/21 Kay Davis
7/18/21 Sara Steiner
3/13/21 Sebastian Burckhard
(Las Vegas)
9/23/21 Mary Alice Tetrault
Bridger, Immaculate
Conception
5/7/21 Bronko Hunts Horse
Bullhead, St. Aloysius
10/10/20 (infant) Zaniya Picotte
(Fort Yates, ND)
11/16/20 Mary Jo Taken Alive
12/16/20 Allison Archambault
(Little Eagle)
1/20/21 Louise Eagle Shield
(Lower Brule)
7/6/21 Nathan Metcalf, Jr.
Cherry Creek, St. Joseph
2/10/21 Daniel Afraid of Hawk, Jr.
(Sioux Falls )
3/9/21 Caralita St. John
(Dickinson, ND)
6/28/21 Edward LaClaire
(Duluth, MN)
Colome, St. Isidore
10/11/20 Imogene DeSmet
(Sioux City, IA)
11/23/20 Diane Cahoy
2/2/21 Chanel Zeigler
(Omaha, NE)
6/16/21 Warren "Buck" Sealey
9/22/21 Joyce Hermsen (Norfolk,
NE)
Custer, St. John the Baptist
10/19/20 Rachel Brickey
(Omaha, NE)
11/12/20 Anthony “Tony” Van
Ausdall
3/16/21 Wayne Compton
6/ 1/ 21 Thomas Green, Jr.
(Pearland, TX)
7/16/21 Catherine Wahle
Deadwood, St. Ambrose
12/9/20 Knollie Sell
2/12/21 Karen Percy
4/1/21 Gerald “Jerry” Apa

Draper, St. Anthony
3/22/21 Mary Mathews
Eagle Butte, All Saints
9/27/20 Cora Miner
10/9/20 Chad Olson
10/27/20 Alphonso Garreau
(Red Scaffold)
11/27/20 Julian LeBeau
(Spearfish)
11/25/20 Carol Elk Nation
2/16/21 Ronald Pearman
2/19/21 Ricqual LeCompte
(Bismarck, ND )
2/27/21 Carmen MeansMarshalek
5/5/21 Emaline Moran
5/23/21 Darci Laurenz
6/13/21 Romey Gunville
6/29/21 Steve Payne
8/14/21 Muriel Anderson
(Bloomington, MN)
9/30/21 John Rousseau
Edgemont, St. James 11/14/20
Bart Brafford
(Billings, MT)
8/16/21 Stephen Maxwell
Fairfax, St Anthony
10/28/21 Terry Liewer
Faith, St. Joseph
12/23/20 Joe McTighe
8/3/21 LuAnne Jordan
8/11/21 Carveth "Car" Thompson
8/27/21 Daniel Ulrich
Fort Pierre, St. John
10/9/20 Larry Donelan
12/30/20 Ollie Redden
1/3/21 Mary Welsh
1/12/21 Tim Hughes
(Colorado Springs, CO)
1/29/21 Larry Burtts
2/4/21 Betty Zolnowsky
2/12/21 Peter Bucholz
2/14/21 Perely Clelland
3/16/21 Jim Harmon
6/21/21 David Gross (St. Paul,
MN)
7/23/21 Ray Rathbun
8/17/21 Gerald Sylva
Gregory, St. Joseph
11/17/20 Mary Ann Suedbeck

11/10/20 Richard Schmitz
2/23/21 Kevin Graesser
2/25/21 Robert Peppel
8/14/21 John Rotter
Hill City, St. Rose of Lima
2/20/21 Paul Johnson
Hot Springs St. Anthony
of Padua
11/2/20 Leo Hagenson
12/25/20 Mary Helen WilliamsBruce (Phoenix, AZ)
1/30/21 Nicole Elley
(Chandler, AZ)
2/4/21 Cecile Tays
8/1/21 Donna Cornay
(Elkton, NE)
9/30/21 Ardeth Morris
(Delta Junction, AK)
Isabel: St. Mary
11/22/20 Alice Meginness
4/28/21 Thomas “Dick” Dugan
(Rapid City)
8/12/21 Robert Munyon
Kenel, Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
2020 Jerdine Winters McDowell
(Arizona)
10/4/20 Germaine Demery
11/16/20 Aleta Martin
12/14/20 Clara Oxford
12/19/20 Keeton Diserly
(Aberdeen)
12/23/20 Mark Free, Jr.
5/11/21 Brian "Chicky"
Marshall, Sr.
6/24/21 Jeannie Little Bear
6/20/21 Shirley Claymore
Billingsley (Madras, OR)
7/31/21 (infant) Remi Goings
(Mobridge)
8/12/21 Amanda Martin
(Mobridge)
9/2/21 Preston Vermillion
(Tygard, OR)
9/24/21 Patrick Allen Yellow
(Wakpala)
Keystone, Our Lady of
Mt. Carmel
11/29/20 Sally Haberstroh
5/26/21 William A. Zwetzig
Kyle Our Lady of Sorrows
11/1/20 Henry O’Rourke
10/20/20 Ervene Palmier
11/3/20 Horace Wounded Arrow
10/6/20 Craig Janis
12/19/20 David McBride
1/26/21Joan Palmier
3/2/21 Lyle Charging Crow
4/5/21 Farrell Apple
5/17/21 Marsha Loafer
7/16/21 Francis White Dress
8/7/2 Jonathan Poor Bear
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Lead, St. Patrick
12/12/20 Daniel Carsten
4/13/21 Liberia “Libby” Pavich
4/20/21 Verle Bauernfeind
5/21/21 Ron Meis
7/22/21 Mary “Kay” Carr
9/4/21 Frank Kucera
9/16/21 Mel Carlson
Lemmon, St. Mary
3/14/20 Roberta Mitchell (burial
7/31/21)
11/22/20 Cindy Melling
12/11/20 Melvin Maxon
12/13/20 Delaine Maxon
12/25/20 Donald Even
1/3/21 Grace Tomac
1/25/21 Lucille Heier
2/9/21 Fred Beer
2/13/21 Barbara Sandwick
5/6/21 Paul Meier
5/17/21 Cindy Hetzel
8/5/21 Albert Moser
8/21/21 Robert Krebs
8/31/21 Katie Klin
Lower Brule St. Mary
10/19/20 Patrick Jandreau
11/08/20 Pearl Colombe
12/18/20 Ronald Wright
1/15/21 Karol Gourneau
4/23/21 Terry Jandreau
5/30/21 Harlee Langdeau
7/29/21 Jeffrey Jandreau
7/30/21 Glenda Stands-Skunk
7/31/21William Edwards
9/07/21 Audonne Duran
9/24/21 Martin Grassrope
Manderson, St. Agnes
11/21/20 Roger Two Dogs
2/17/21 Charles Brewer
3/19/21 Sidney Black Horse
4/12/21 Joseph Little Dog
3/31/21 John Big Crow
4/24/21Jamie Eagle Bull
4/2/21 Andrea Shoulders
7/29/21 Baby Boy Richards
7/18/21 Briana Two Sticks
6/17/21 Phyllis Brewer
8/16/21 Theodore Big Crow
8/18/21 Anthony Garnette
8/13/21 Clarie Kelly
8/19/21 Pearl C’Bearing
8/30/21 Rachel Mesteth
8/21/21Casey Mesteth
McIntosh, St. Bonaventure
10/3/20 Rosemary Kopp
12/7/20 Raymond Winters (Rapid
City)
McLaughlin, St. Bernard
10/26/20 Kenneth Maxon
11/16/20 Tracy Vermillion
12/25/2 Marjorie Archambault
1/24/21 Shana First (Mobridge)

Midland, St. William
12/23/20 Pauline Petoske
1/2/21 Leonard Petoske
Mission, St. Thomas
1/3/21 Richard Thin Elk
3/1/21 Charles Bordeaux
4/22/21 Steven Leading Cloud
4/29/21 Bill Whipple
5/1/21 Flora Williams
5/18/21 Iris Siers
5/25/21 Shauntie Bracha
(Ring Thunder)
6/17/21 Theresa Marshall
8/17/21 Darla Spotted Tail
Morristown, Sacred Heart
12/11/20 Frances O'Donnel
Murdo, St. Martin
1/23/2021 Anna Marie Hullinger
Oglala, Our Lady of the Sioux
10/19/20 Patrick Crow
10/26/20 Loretta Bettelyoun
11/4/20 Velma Ten Fingers
11/17/20 Tracey Dreaming Bear
11/17/20 Stephen Hawk
11/19/20 Paul Little
11/20/20 Vestona Red Ear Horse
11/29/20 Jeffrey Brown
12/4/20 Helen Makes Him First
12/6/20 Wade Bagola
12/9/20 Aleta Morrison
12/25/20 Francis Jensen
1/1/21 James Pacer
1/1/21 Marvin Afraid of Bear
1/3/21 Gloria Fast Wolf
1/20/21 Robert Jensen
1/23/21 Cole Watters
1/22/21 Patricia White
Bear Claws
4/18/21 Lida Scabby Face
4/24/21 Wayland Tobacco
6/1/21 Aubry Dreaming Bear
6/7/21 Joan Two Bulls Decker
6/11/21 Stanley Blacksmith
7/5/21 Nicole Dearly
7/19/21 Camelita Richards
7/17/20 Beau Blacksmith
7/26/21 Larry Clements
8/14/21 Jordan Bagola
8/17/21 Wade Cuny
Parmelee, St. Agnes
12/5/20 Justin Thin Elk, Jr.
5/15/21 Joseph Cristow
(Valentine, NE)
Philip, Sacred Heart
12/24/20 Ralph Gebes
1/27/21 Charmaine Stewart
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Piedmont, Our Lady of the
Black Hills
3/12/21 Dennis
Schumacher, Sr.
3/13/21 Robert Varilek
3/31/21 Susan Forsstrom
(Alliance, NE)
5/16/2021 James Hoag
10/10/2020 Joseph Maxwell
3/26/2020 Marlen Maxwell
8/12/2021 Larry Forsstrom
(Alliance, NE)
Pine Ridge, Sacred Heart
10/19/20 Ivan Standing Bear
2/18/21 Kenneth Franks
4/17/21 Laura Catches
4/25/21 Russell Wallace III
6/19/21 Sr. Genevieve Cuny
Porcupine, Christ the King
2/21/21 Markem Tuff Tibbitts
3/2/21 Lyle Charging Crow
6/25/21 Baby Bagola
6/28/21 Kaylee Hernandez
8/6/21Robert Clifford, Sr.
5/7/21 Bryan Brewer, Jr.
7/25/21 Gloria Stone
10/3/20 Francis Ferguson
12/2/20 Lester Pourier
Presho, Christ the King
2/11/2021 Mary Whipple
(Bullhead City, AZ)
3/31/2021 (Infant) Millie Uthe
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament
10/2/20 George Stverak
10/18/20 John Ellison
10/24/20 Lorraine Morris
(Sturgis)
10/27/20 Frank Mosset
11/1/20 Christopher Huber
10/23/20 Karen Argabright (Hot
Springs)
11/9/20 Frank Noble, Jr.
11/12/20 Frank Scherk
11/18/20 Joaquin Chava Correa
11/13/20 Daniel McDaniels
11/18/20 Richard "Griff" Mead
11/24/20 Thomas Schmitz
11/24/20 Roderick Stephens
12/6/20 Christopher Silva
12/12/20 Patrick Scalon
12/23/20 Jay Hogan
1/1/21 Irene Fox
1/8/21 Angelina Jangula
1/22/21 Charles Farrar
2/3/21 Roger Frye
2/25/21 Michael Winfred
3/9/21 Gerald Grady
9/7/21 John “Jack” Moore
3/2/21 Michael Vickers
3/29/21 Shirley McDermaid,
9/29/21 Dan Carlson
4/7/21 Julie Lanti,
4/18/21 Mary Miller (Plankinton)
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4/28/21 John Rose
5/8/21 Edna Durkin
5/15/21 Ronald Amick
5/29/21 Carol McCoy
11/2/20 Rita Tibbitts
(Springfield, OR)
6/11/21 Henry “Bill” Honeycutt
5/28/21 Phyllis Gregg
3/21/21 Dave King
(Vancouver, WA)
6/16/21 Jeffrey Maks
6/27/21 Elena Estrada
Escalante
11/5/20 Gertie Janss
6/26/21 Frank Gartner
1/30/21 Jorge Sanmartin
7/29/21 Luanne Russell
4/1/21 Patrick Dennis
8/1/21 Joan Stewart
8/8/21 Frederick Gossman
8/11/21 Patrick Geary
8/6/21 James Klinefelter,
8/16/21 Robert Chleborad
8/23/21Rita Gossman
9/1/21 Lyle Heath
9/14/21 Mary Jackson
9/22/21 Maybelle Giesler
9/24/21 Robert Letner
Rapid City, Cathedral
10/15/20 Roy Brumbaugh
10/26/20 Fernando Acuna
11/15/20 Dorothy Schwab
11/16/20 James Neuzil
11/21/2020 Florence Merchen
12/25/20 Rhonda Weaver
1/7/21 David Jackson
1/11/21 Betty Roth
1/15/21 Barbara Lien
1/18/21 Dawne Kovorik
2/1/21 Mary Ann Rafferty
4/7/2021 Bruce Peterson
(Naples FL)
5/5/21Carol Harris
5/28/21 John Merck
6/5/21 Vernon Arniotte
7/1/21 Thomas Borrella
7/4/21 Myrtle Eich
8/1/21 Donald Jackson
(Denver, CO)
8/30/21 Jacinta Schortzman
9/21/21 Mary Ellen Solano
9/25/21 Charles “Chuck" Hofman
Rapid City, Immaculate
Conception
11/5/20 William Gaffney
1/6/21 Cindy Hausman
3/11/21 Charles Castle
8/30/21 William "Gail" Johnson
9/22/21 Joseph Henry
Rapid City, St Isaac Jogues
12/14/20 Evelyn Solano
1/4/21 Delores Schumacher
1/8/21 Clement Black Weasel
2/11/21 Edward McConnell
2/19/21 Michael Roubideaux

3/17/21 Maxine Hendricks
3/20/21 Robert Litz
4/29/21 Doris Dotte
5/8/21 Wayne Iteska
5/24/21 Evangeline Merrival
8/17/21 Pauline Carroll Ralph
8/22/21 Warren Albertson
8/31/21 Michael Rasch
8/22/21 Dominique Brave
8/29/21 Daniel Yazzie
9/7/21 Amber Williams
9/6/21 Wenona Whitehorse
9/16/21 Kevin Lone Hill
9/14/21 Paula Wright
9/19/21 Nancy Johnson
Rapid City, St. Therese
10/5/20 Janet Abdallah
10/6/20 Kathleen Borkovec
11/7/20 Carolyn Wise
1/17/21 Margaret Hansen
1/20/21 Karla Grosz
1/20/21 Richard “Rick” Borkovec
2/17/21 Edwin Klingman, Jr.
2/20/21 Celestine Zander
4/19/21 Robert Dietzman
5/23/21 Helen Quasney
7/3/21 Isa Izaguirre
7/29/21 Jacob French
9/3/21 Jeanne Schoepf
9/4/21 Galen “Bud” Leander
9/5/21 Paul Davidson
9/8/21 Robert Farmer, Jr.
9/13/21 Edith “Edee” Weber
9/15/21 Edward Hellman
9/25/21 Louis “Louie”
Mansfield, Jr.
9/26/21 Sally Brown
9/30/21 Shirley Griffin Kelm
Red Scaffold, Sacred Heart
11/30/20 Kay Knife-Allison
(Rapid City)
1/1/21 Joseph Chasing
Hawk-Roberts (Wagner)
2/17/21 Gertrude Black Crow
(Gordon, NE)
Ridgeview, St. Joseph
11/12/20 Donna Petersen
Rosebud, St. Bridget
10/20/20 Robert Long Pumpkin
11/22/20 Frances Bordeaux
11/30/20 Bernard Whiting, Jr.
2/18/21 Beverly Creek (Turkey)
2/28/21 Roscoe Witt, Sr.
5/4/21 Eldon Redfish
5/7/21 Earlene Zimiga
St. Francis, St. Charles
11/23/20 Caroline Young
(Spring Creek)
1/9/21 Elizabeth Dorr Young
2/14/21 Nora Emery Left
Hand Bull
2/24/21 Tynan DeCory
3/20/21 Jesse Cordier
(Valentine, NE)

4/3/21 Charles Bordeaux
4/17/21 Ronald Aquallo
4/28/21 Thetis McCloskey
6/9/21 Ria Edwards Runs Above
6/22/21 Antoinette One Star
7/31/21 Jacqueline Kills In Sight
8/29/21 Sandra Black Bear
8/30/21 Nora Black
Spotted Horse
8/30/21 Raylene Neiss
Spearfish, St. Joseph
10/4/20 Joan Rath
10/21/20 Joseph Mack
11/6/20 Joan Craig
12/16/20 James Allison
12/22/20 Thomas Thomas
1/11/21 Janette Christman
3/23/21 Jane Hogen
3/28/21 Mary Lue Johnson
4/2/21 Kathleen Nelson
4/20/21 Shannon Locati
5/18/21 Larry Deibert
5/25/21 Joseph Whalen
5/30/21 Bill Deis
6/2/21 Tony Hintgen
6/27/21 Dorothy Feiler
8/2/21 Virginia Michals-Dedrick
8/6/21 Donald Breidenbach
9/30/21 Perry Messmer
Sturgis St Francis of Assisi
10/31/20 Anthony Wall
11/5/20 Theresa Casteel
12/4/20 Henry Bruch
12/18/20 Salvador “Chuck”
Valades
12/22/20 Dorothy Wiege
2/4/21 Imogene “Jeanne”
Bachand
3/18/21 Marshall Williams
3/25/21 Leona Bruch
3/6/21 Nicholas Bueno
5/9/21 Mary Baker
5/20/21 Robert Johnson
5/22/21 Francis McKenna
6/20/21 Herman Bueno, Jr.
8/16/21 Irene Millin
8/24/21 Jerry Weber
9/22/21Jay Grubl
Timber Lake, Holy Cross
10/25/20 LeRoy Reinert, Sr.
1/26/21 Marie Biegler
(Rapid City)
7/4/21 Melissa Stover
2/20/20 Martha Schweitzer
(Rapid City, funeral 7/10/ 21)
7/4/21 Jessica Summers
(Cicero, NY)
9/10/21 Aileen Stavnes (Selby)
9/12/21 Mary Anne Biegler
Wall, St. Patrick
12/27/20 Yvonne Deutscher
4/29/21 Mike Rausch
5/14/21 Marjorie Hustead

5/29/21 Sheila Drees
Wanblee, St. Ignatius
3/2/21 Charles Trimble
5/10/21John Bartlett
5/29/21Quentin Standing Soldier
6/2/21 Emilio Red Elk
7/24/21Victor Standing Soldier
Watauga, St. Michael
10/12/20 Neal Baumeister
2/18/21 Darrell Mollman
3/2/21 Matt Baumeister
7/1/21 Anne Riehl (Rapid City)
8/6/21 Betty Soebbing
White Horse, St. Theresa
11/7/20 Colt LeCompte
11/10/20 Thelma Traversie
7/28/21 Devin Montreal
(Mobridge)
White River, Sacred Heart
12/18/20 Margaret "Joan" Gillen
5/8/21 Shanell Standing Bear
5/17/21 Brian Night Pipe
Winner, Immaculate
Conception
10/3/20 Eleanor Hanig
11/15/20 Robert Sharkey
11/28/20 Clair Turgeon
1/22/21 Barbara Mann
1/28/21 Theresa Humphrey
(Okreek)
2/13/21 Clarice Poler (Colome)
3/10/21 James Zimmerman
3/26/21Crystal Westland
(Brandon)
4/3/21 Linda Hespe (Colome)
5/2/21 Harley Furrey (Quinn)
7/17/21 Paul Storms
Wood, Our Lady of Good
Counsel
12/18/20 Margaret Gilley
(White River)
7/11/21 Cordell Good Shield
(Mobridge)
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We are excited to offer a variety of events and
activities throughout 2022 as we celebrate our
10th year of being Terra Sancta Retreat Center!
Highlights are included on these pages. We
hope you can join us!

Follow us throughout the year as we remember & reflect
on this 10th year of being Terra Sancta Retreat Center!

ORDER IN ADVANCE!

terrasancta.org/TS10

10th Anniversary Commemorative Book
A hardcover book featuring the story of Terra Sancta
including testimonials and stories of how Terra Sancta has
facilitated the spiritual growth of many — as they
Encounter Jesus, Experience His Love, & Embrace His Gift.

Praying the Via Dolorosa
A booklet featuring full color photographs of the
Via Dolorosa at Terra Sancta, as well as reflections
from the staff of Terra Sancta Retreat Center.

Commemorative Video
scheduled realease November 2022!

November 2021
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Join us for a mini-retreat with Bishop
Steven as he explores The
Beatitudes and how they can guide
us in turbulent times on January 2122. Bishop Steven Biegler is a
native of Timber Lake, S.D. He has
six brothers and six sisters. He was
ordained a priest of the Diocese of
Rapid City on July 9, 1993, and he
was ordained and installed as the
Bishop of Cheyenne in 2017.
Find out more and register on-line
at: terrasancta.org/Beatitudes

Most of our jobs — whether we work
for the church or in the business
world — have some degree of
administrative work involved in
them. Join us as Ann, author of the
award winning books “Redeeming
Administration” and “Redeeming
Conflict,” explores opportunities for
spiritual growth, even in the most
unexpected of places. Join us June
9-10.
Find out more and register on-line
at: terrasancta.org/Redeeming

Join us as we welcome Dr Healy,
professor of Sacred Scripture at
Sacred Heart Major Seminary in
Detroit and an international speaker
on topics related to Scripture,
evangelization, healing, and the
spiritual life. Each day will be a
stand alone event. Dr Healy's visit
is
tentatively scheduled
for
December 2022.
Find out more and register on-line
at: terrasancta.org/DrHealy

Visit terrasancta.org/TS10 for a complete list and links to each event & activity!
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A Jesus Por Maria — A collection for our diocesan archives

BY KATHY CORDES
DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST
This story begins in La Havana, Cuba,
with a wooden crate marked ‘fragil’ and an
artifact inside, laying on wood straw with
authentic, possibly human hair. I had never
seen anything like this. It looked to be the
Virgin Mary holding baby Jesus, standing
on top of ocean waves, three men in a boat
with several angels. Intriguing! In the same
box, was an enormous amount of prayer
cards and novenas. Fascinating!
Sr. Christina Hernandez, SCTJM, chancellor immediately recognized and began to
read — Una hermosa imagen de la Madre de
Cristo apareció flotando sobre las aguas de la

Prayer cards and novenas were also part
of the box that included a statue of the Virgin
of Charity, patroness of Cuba.
(Courtesy photos)

bahia de Nipe en los primeros aňos del siglo
XVII. Yo Soy La Virgen De La
Caridad!
This is the Virgin of Charity from Cuba.
Wow! My research reveals this ‘Maria’ holds
a beautiful story. Our Lady of Charity of El
Cobre is the patroness of Cuba and one of
the most important symbols in Cuban
culture and the Roman Catholic Church.
Amazing!
But why is it in the diocesan archives?
How do we determine what should be in
the archives? What happens when we
decide to keep an item?
Determining if a collection belongs in
our diocesan archives requires many accession or inventory steps. After the initial research of an object, the
following is a short synopsis of the
process and is an inventory of and for
history:
• Research to determine the
provenance of an artifact. What is the
history behind it? Where did it come
from? Who owns it? What will be
the goal of owning this artifact? Does
it belong in a parish or on display in
our archives? Is it important to our
diocese and/or the history of our
church?
• Is this object authentic? This

This statue of the Virgin of Charity is one of the items in the diocesan archives.

statue did not come with a certificate of
authentication but the history and names
associated with the date.
• Catalog the object. Typically, archives
use a trinomial numbering system. The
number assigned Our Lady ‘Maria’ is
2021.16.1 — the year the artifact is
collected, the grouping I assign to statues,
and the succession number. In this case, the
first item of group 16 in the year 2021.
• Photograph and enter all historical
and documented history in our computer
system which is museum/archival software

called Past Perfect. Retains all history, itemizes artifacts and objects.
• The goal: clean, restore and paint. Our
chancellor, Sr. Christine would like to
display this in her office.
Coming full circle, from Cuba to Rapid
City: if only Maria could tell us of her
voyage and all those who have prayed over
her in the last century. One of those prayers
is from Sister Gabrielle (St. John the Evangelist, Rapid City, 1975): I beg your intercession so that we may be granted the joy
of being together in Heaven! Amén.
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A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

Children’s Theater Group presents play
The KW Players Catholic Youth Theatre Troup presented “The Maid of Orleans: A St. Joan of
Arc Play.” Sunday November 14, 2021 at Blessed Sacrament Church Theatre Room. The KW
(Karol Wojtyla) Players were formed to carry on the spiritual, cultural, and artistic legacy of the
Rhapsodic Theatre, a Polish underground theatre company co-founded by Karol Wojtyla (Pope
St. John Paul II) in the 1940s as a means of preserving Catholic and Polish culture in the
midst of Nazi oppression. (Courtesy photo)

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining the safest
possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by
church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone
has caller ID and messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims
are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. In accordance with diocesan
policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children or young ople and priests, deacons,
lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan website at: www.rapidcitydiocese.org.
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Rejection letters and the spiritual life
Just as “Tiger King”
became a defining show
of our early quarantine
days and “Bridgerton”
carried us through the
first Covid winter,
Christina
“Squid Game” has
Capecchi
dominated this fall. It’s
not hard to see how the
Freelance
Korean drama resonates
writer
more deeply in the
Inver Grove
pandemic’s long shadow.
Heights, Minn.
The nine-episode
Netflix series depicts a
survival game with 456 participants
desperate for money. It’s dark and riveting.
Every day new headlines tout the
show’s global success, shattering record
after record. “Squid Game” became the
first Korean show to reach the No. 1 spot
on the U.S. Netflix chart. Now it’s poised
to overtake “Bridgerton” and become
Netflix’s biggest show ever.
Not bad for the show that almost didn’t
launch, declined by studio after studio for
the last decade.
Hwang Dong-hyuk, the writer, started

drafting scripts while living with his
mother and grandmother. He had to halt
the project when he found himself — like
the game’s contestants — strapped for
cash. At one point he sold his laptop for
$675.
Pitching the show was no easier.
Prospective investors and actors found the
plotline implausible. Then the coronavirus
brought us closer to our mortality and underscored the public-health repercussions
of the wealth gap.
“The world has changed,” Dong-hyuk
told The Wall Street Journal. “All of these
points made the story very realistic for
people compared to a decade ago.”
Dong-hyuk is now in good company,
among literary superstars like Louisa May
Alcott, Agatha Christie and J.K. Rowling,
all of whom faced repeated rejection early
in their careers.
I’ve been thinking about Dong-hyuk’s
story as “Squid Game” continues to make
news. It’s hard to admit, but I don’t
possess the same kind of persistence.
An exciting new creative pursuit
presented itself last spring that, by its

Thank you!

Staff and students at the diocesan Newman
Centers would like to thank Bishop Peter, the priests
of the diocese, and all those who participated in the
first annual diocesan Newman Partnership
Appeal this year. Young adults were blessed by your
prayers and support.
Your generosity impacts the lives of college
students throughout our diocese while they are
attending college or technical schools in Spearfish
and Rapid City. Catholic Newman Centers are
places where the sacraments are celebrated, the

nature, has a slow timeline. Not 10 years,
but much longer than my typical writing.
And I’ve let it slide to a back burner that
conveniently allows denial and good
intentions to keep simmering.
The church teaches that there are four
cardinal virtues: prudence, justice,
fortitude and temperance.
Fortitude is defined as
forbearance mixed with
courage — to bravely press on.
It’s a virtue we sorely lack in
this Insta-age: Instagram for
an instant telegram, Instacart
for an instant grocery cart. We
expect same-day deliveries,
immediate results, click and
procure. Anything slower feels irrelevant.
Isn’t that a shame?
Because spiritual growth doesn’t
happen on the first try. Good things are
worth working at and waiting for. They
mean more.
Jennifer Dukes Lee, a Christian writer
from Iowa, is reminding me of this. Her
message feels like a permission slip to

Catholic faith is lived, and the call to holiness is
accepted, as students encounter Jesus and authentic
Christian friendships are developed and shared.
Surveys have shown that the college years are the
time when young adults are most likely to abandon
faith. Newman Centers exist to ensure that is not the
case but rather that our students grow in faith, hope
and love, and learn to enter into service of the mission
of the church.
Thank you for your prayers and support. God bless
you.

drop out of the hustle culture: “You were
not made for speed.”
Her new book “Growing Slow” and its
accompanying Bible study explore this in
depth, drawing on the wisdom she’s
gleaned from farming.
“This is the important work of
cultivation — learning to trust the
One who is in charge of the
growth,” Jennifer writes. “If you’re
like most people, you want things
faster, sooner, easier. But life isn’t a
reality TV competition where
someone is suddenly discovered in
front of a live audience. As I reflect
on God’s cultivating work in me, I
believe that the quality of the fruit I
produce is directly proportional to
the time God takes to shape me.”
I want God to take his time shaping
me. I’m working on the patience and
perspective that make way for persistence.
I’m trying to see red lights as yellow
lights, to hear “no” as “not yet.” Maybe
something better is around the corner —
when it is ready, when I am ready, when
the time is right.

