A deacon is an ordained minister in the
Catholic Church. While at the same time,
they continue in their chosen professional
and family roles.
Deacons for our diocese represent all walks
of life including accountants, ranchers,
physical therapists, business
owners, teachers, and military
backgrounds. Life experiences give a
deacon insight to work closely with both
priests and laity.
Once ordained a deacon, there
are opportunities for continuing formation.
There is no pay for this role, although your
assigned parish may help cover the cost of
annual retreats and ongoing formation.
The first steps toward the diaconate focus
on learning more about this vocation and
determining whether one is called. If
married, an inquirer's wife joins
in discernment, classes, and prayer.
For more information visit:
https://rcdeacon.org/formation
Or scan the QR code with your phone’s camera:
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Talk with your wife.
Talk with your family.
Talk with your friends.
Talk with your parish deacon.
Talk with your parish pastor.

Talk with your personal prayer intercessors.

The Church needs servant leaders. The
Church needs deacons. If you think God
may be calling you to this vocation, now is
the time to explore that interest. Talk with
us if you are thinking about becoming a
permanent deacon.

“When you serve at the table of the Eucharist, there you will find the presence of Jesus, who gives himself to you so that you
can give yourselves to others.”
—Pope Francis

Diaconate Formation is a five-year program:
† Inquiry (4 sessions): Monthly Saturday
sessions which are informational with an
emphasis on discernment. If an inquirer is
married, his wife should also attend, as she is
required to give her consent to continue. This
stage ends with the formal application
process.
† Aspirancy (1 year): Monthly Saturday
sessions which provide additional information
about the diaconate, deacon couples sharing
their journey and experience, additional
formation on prayer and discernment.
I’m a Deacon and a
Businessman

I’m a Deacon and a
Rancher

I’m a Deacon and a
Physical Therapist

I’m a Deacon and a
Grandfather

“Some would say that
business and
spirituality don’t mix,
but the two are
complementary.”

“Since I am a lifelong
rancher, being a deacon
in rural parishes was a
good fit, it makes it easy
to relate Christ as a
shepherd and a sower.”

“Being a Physical
Therapist and a Deacon,
both allow me to extend
the love, compassion,
and healing powers of
Christ to all of His created
children.”

—Deacon Rob Hrabe
Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City

—Deacon Pat Coy
St. Rose of Lima,
Hill City

—Deacon Larry Kopriva
Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City

“I was ordained not by
how I lived my life but
by how people in my
life lived theirs. I pray
that as a Grandfather
and Deacon, I will
touch others the same
way.”

—Deacon Bill White
Christ the King,
Porcupine

Ordained deacons:
† Proclaim and preach the gospel
† Preside at baptisms, marriages, blessings and funerals
† Show the face of Christ to those who are poor, sick, homebound or in jail

† Candidacy (3 years): Monthly weekend
sessions, which includes Veritatis Splendor
Institute (VSI) classes and continues through
Sunday afternoon. There are practicums
completed at your parish, under the
supervision of your pastor. You also meet
regularly with your assigned Deacon Mentor.

Throughout Formation: You are required to
attend an annual retreat, and meet with the
Deacon Review Board (DRB) at least
annually. The DRB makes recommendations
to the Bishop, who makes the final decision of
your advancement in formation.
Post-Ordination: Following ordination, there
is a five-year quarterly continuing formation
program.

