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Several events are being held to prepare for the Black 
Hills Paha Sapa Celebration with Will Graham of the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, Sept. 24-26.  
According to organizers 31 denominations are partici-
pating in the event. On Sept. 8, Catholics gathered at 

Main Street Square, Rapid City, for an outdoor Mass. 
The event was a prelude to a student-led ecumenical 
prayer rally, “Surround the Monument in Prayer” held 
at the Memorial Park band shell that evening. The 
park is adjacent to The Monument Civic Center.  

Getting ready for the outdoor Mass are Fr. Brian Christensen, principal  
celebrant, Fr. Tim Hoag, Fr. Mark Horn, Fr. Ed Vanorny and Fr. Tony 
Grossenburg. It was held Sept. 8, on the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. More than 300 people attended the celebration. (WRC photos)

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
On Sept. 8, the Catholic obser-

vance of the Nativity of Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mass was celebrated 
in downtown Rapid City at Main 
St. Square. More than 300 people 
attended. After the Liturgy and 
sack lunches, many of those who 
came for Mass walked two blocks 

to Memorial Park, adjacent to The 
Monument civic center, to attend 
an ecumenical student-led prayer 
service, “Surround The Monu-
ment in Prayer.” Both events were 
part of preparing for the Black 
Hills Paha Sapa Celebration with 
evangelist Will Graham.  

“This is very awesome. It’s 
something quite different, out of 
the norm. It’s very inviting for 
anybody who is not part of the 
faith or thinking about coming 
back,” said Joan Brost, a Blessed 
Sacrament Church parishioner, 
Rapid City. 

She is among the volunteers 

from 148 churches representing 
31 denominations who will help 
spread the message of Jesus 
Christ. “I will help after the cele-
bration, bringing people to Alpha 
classes.”  

She will help facilitate evangel-
izing people back to the Catholic 
Church for those who want it by 
befriending them. “I’ve run across 
people who are fallen away 
Catholics and Alpha is a nice 
bridge because they are question-
ing God’s existence. It doesn’t have 
a lot to do with religion. It has 
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“be like him who is 
goodness, truth and 
beauty itself.”  

Nicholas Black 
Elk’s poverty of spirit 
reminds us that every 
breath we take, and 
every moment of our 
lives is a gift and that 
we should not only be 
grateful but generous, 
imitating the Giver of 
every good gift. Black 
Elk’s hunger and thirst 
for holiness can inspire 
us to yearn for a closer 
friendship with God, that always brings 
with it a closer friendship with each other.  

As you know, Nicholas Black Elk’s cause 
is making progress in Rome. We have heard 
through the good auspices of the Jesuit Fa-
thers and Brothers that the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints has received all the 
necessary materials put together by our 
diocesan committee and that they are now 
being examined and studied. We have heard 
that Pope Francis is aware of this cause 
which is consoling as we continue to pray 
for Nicholas’ beatification and ultimate can-
onization.  

Please join me in not only praying for 
Black Elk’s cause but in letting him and his 
unique life-story touch our hearts and en-
lighten our minds.    

Let me close by using the last section of 
Pope Francis’ prayer at the end of Fratelli 

Tutti (We Are All Brothers and Sisters):  
“Come, Holy Spirit, show us your 

beauty, reflected in all the peoples of the 
earth, so that we may discover anew that all 
are important, and all are necessary, differ-
ent faces of the one humanity that God so 
loves.” Amen  

Nicholas Black Elk, Pray or us!  
+ Bishop Peter 
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Exemplum  

Dedi Vobis  
‘I have given you  

an example’

Homily August 17 for  
Black Elk Memorial Mass  

+August 17, 1950  
  

“Blessed are the poor in spirit … Blessed are 

they who hunger and thirst for righteousness.”  
These words of Our Lord from the 

Beatitudes in Matthew’s Gospel are a fit-
ting Scripture passage for our Memorial 
Mass today because they describe this holy 
man, this holy soul.    

Black Elk, baptized “Nicholas’” as you 
know perhaps better than I, is an authentic 
witness to the spiritual depth of Lakota cul-

ture and an authentic witness to Jesus 
Christ. He bridges both the Lakota and the 
Catholic in a beautiful and inspiring way 
that helps up appreciate how God is present 
in Lakota culture and how Lakota culture 
can enrich the church.  

St. John’s vision in our first reading from 
the Book of Revelation is of “a great multi-
tude which no one could count, from every 
nation, race, people and tongue” standing 
before the throne and the Lamb in com-
pany with all the angels singing “salvation 
comes from our God/Ancient One and 
from the Lamb.” With the elders the mul-
titude exclaims, “Blessing and glory, wisdom 
and thanksgiving, honor, power and might 
to God forever and ever.” I can say that we 
hear these words with a distinctly Lakota 
voice today as we remember the remarkable 
life of Nicholas Black Elk in this celebra-
tion of the Eucharist — the church’s most 
sublime act of prayer that joins us to that 
worship of the Ancient One and the Lamb 
around the throne in heaven in John’s vi-
sion.   

The church needs Black Elk’s witness 
and indigenous voice now more than ever, 
in a world where suspicion and polarization 
are on the increase. In his recent encyclical 
Fratelli Tutti our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
invites us to “dream as a single human fam-
ily, as fellow travelers, as children of the 
same earth which is our common home, for 
we are all brothers and sisters.” I echo his 
words today: let us dream with Nicholas 
Black Elk, the great Lakota mystic, of a way 
beyond the sins of our past (which we must 
be accountable for) and the prejudices 
which we still carry with us; let us dream of 
a time of purification and healing that can 
free us to walk the good red road hand in 
hand.  

For, as our second reading from the first 
Letter of John says so simply and pro-
foundly, “we are God’s children” destined to 

‘Black Elk’s hunger and thirst for holiness can inspire us’

Bishop Peter Muhich stands at the grave of Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk. A memorial 
Mass for Black Elk was held at St. Agnes Church, Manderson, Aug. 17. It has been four years 
since the diocese opened the cause for canonization. (Courtesy photo)

Having had a year to get to know the Diocese of Rapid City and its parishes, lay faith-
ful, priests, deacons and religious and having had discussions with the College of Consul-
tors and the Presbyteral Council about the needs of the diocese, I believe it is wise to 
engage in a Strategic Planning Process. This process will be headed up by a committee of 
the Presbyteral Council and will seek wide input from across the diocese to help us better 
understand how we can proclaim Jesus Christ more effectively in western South Dakota 
and build up the Church.  

This planning process will be centered on how our parishes can not only survive in 
these challenging times, but how our parishes and diocese can thrive. To assemble a clearer 
picture of parish life across the diocese I am asking that all parishes fill out a survey that 
is designed to provide an accurate picture of the current state of parish life. This survey 
will be sent out to parish pastors to be completed in the next month. Parish Profiles will 
be put together from the information collected to help guide discussions in parishes, parish 
groupings and deaneries over the coming months.    

The goal of this planning process is to discover and implement ways that we can better 
proclaim Jesus Christ and build up the church. Please pray for the Holy Spirit to bless 
and guide this important effort and please get involved in the discussions that will take 
place in your parish.    

May everything we do as we plan for the future of the Diocese of Rapid City be pleas-
ing to God and bear much fruit for the good of our people. Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
pray for us! 

Diocesan strategic planning to begin

+Bishop Peter Muhich
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Bishop’s Calendar 
Sept. 26-Oct.17, 2021 — Subject to change without notice

 
September 26, Sunday 
3 p.m. Vertatis Splendor Institute  
Certification Mass, Terra Sancta 
September 27, Monday 
Bishop Golf Classic – Arrowhead Country 
Club, Rapid City  
September 28, Tuesday 
8:30 a.m. Staff Mass, Chapel 
September 30-October 1, Thursday-Friday 
WSDCF Pheasant Hunt for Seminarian 
Funding 
October 3, Sunday 
11 a.m. Celebration of Marriage Mass and 
Luncheon, Terra Sancta 
October 6, Wednesday 
Visit St. Thomas More High School Theol-
ogy Classes and St. Thomas More  
Middle School students 
October 7, Thursday 
9 a.m. Mass with St. Thomas More  
students, Cathedral  
9:45 a.m. Visit with St. Thomas More 
freshman class, Cathedral  

Dr. Paula Sorensen 
Dr. Eryn Caudill 

Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care 

2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702 

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES 
www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com

• Contact Lens Specialists  
   including bifocal contact lenses 
• Great frames & sunglasses 
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management 
• Family & second pair discounts 
• Urgent eye care for infections,  
   foreign body removal & other eye problems

The West River Catholic would like to 
run your photo — either wedding or 
current in the November issue. 
Please send a photo by  
email or mail to:  

WRC Attn: Becky Berreth 
225 Main St., Suite 100, Rapid City, 

SD 57701 or bberreth@diorc.org  
Deadline, Friday, October 29. 

Were you married in 1971?
October 9, Saturday 
12:30 p.m. NPM Banquet/Commission-
ing of Music Ministers, Cathedral  
October 10, Sunday 
11 a.m. Mass for Native American Day, 
Meal, St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City 
3 p.m. Youth Rally Closing Mass,  
Terra Sancta 
October 11-15, Monday-Friday 
Diocesan Priests, Retreat, Terra Sancta  
October 11, Monday 
Office closed for Native American/ 
Columbus Day 
October 15, Friday 
12:30 p.m. PRAA/Pension Board  
meeting, Terra Sancta 
2-5 p.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, 
Terra Sancta 
October 17, Sunday 
4:30 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting  
5:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass, Blessed  
Sacrament Church, Rapid City  

Deacons’ Retreat 
A total of 67 deacons and wives, from the Dioceses of Rapid City and Cheyenne, Wyo.,  
attended the Aug. 27-29 deacons’ retreat. It was held at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid 
City. A few more were able to view it online. On the right, Bishop Steven Biegler, from the  
Diocese of Cheyenne, attended and presided at the closing Mass on Sunday. Deacon Joe 

Michalak, director of Deacon Formation for the Archdiocese of St. Paul, was the retreat  
director. He emphasized the importance of silent prayer and putting Christ at the center of all  
ministries. Deacon Michalak is in the front row, at left, wearing a clerical collar.  
(Photo courtesy Terra Sancta Retreat Center) 



4  WRC September  2021Diocese/Parishes

“World Mission Sunday” is a wonderful  
opportunity for Catholics around the world to 
participate in the church’s missionary activity 
through prayer and sacrifice, providing all of us 
an opportunity to bring hope to our neighbors 
in distant lands, to bring justice to the poorest 
among us, to bring education to the most  
remote villages, to provide medical aid in  
isolated places, to assist in the development of 
peoples, overcoming ethnic divisions, and to 
demonstrate respect for life in all its stages. 
Please be generous to those brothers and  
sisters who have far less.”            

—Bishop Peter Muhich

Special Collection 
October 23-24, 2021 

Stay connected year-round to the Pope’s  
missions, continuing the commitment of  

World Mission Sunday, by visiting MISSIO.org

World Mission Sunday 

Offer generous financial help for the missions through  
the Propagation of the Faith. 

 
The Society for the Propagation of the Faith ...  

all of us committed to the worldwide mission of Jesus.

The Servants of the Pierced Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary is a religious order founded 
by Mother Adela Galindo, SCTJM in 
Miami, Florida. Her family left Leon, 
Nicaragua, when she was a girl, because of 
a dangerous political climate and immi-
grated to the United States. On the order’s 
website she says, “My path is Marian; 
everything in my life has been a gift of Our 
Lady’s Heart.” 

This diocesan religious order was offi-
cially established in the Archdiocese of 
Miami on August 15, 1990, feast of the As-
sumption of Mary. Today, it has sisters in 14 
convents. Most are in the U.S., and one is 
in Rome for the Archdiocese of Italian Mil-
itary. The latest convent, Our Lady of Fa-
tima, is in Rapid City. There are four sisters 
serving in the diocese; two in St. Thomas 
Moore Middle and High School and two 
in the chancery. 

In 2000, Mother Adela founded a lay 
members’ branch called “Apostles of the 
Pierced Hearts.” In 2006 she founded the 
“Missionaries of Love” branch to serve the 
sick at the Shrine of Lourdes in France. 

On June 29, 2021, Solemnity of Sts. 
Peter and Paul, Fr. Joseph Mary made first 
vows in the male branch. There are two 
young men in formation to be brothers; one 
is a novice and the other is a postulant.  

Sr. Christine Hernandez, SCTJM, 
serves at the chancery. She estimates there 
are about 800 members of the 
religious family, including 
clergy, vowed religious, lay 
members and youth or 
young adults. 

Those joining take the 
evangelical counsels of 
poverty, chastity, and obedi-
ence and a fourth vow of 
total Marian identification and availability: 
“to be a living image and presence of the 
Heart of Mary and to generously dispose 
the potentialities of my feminine genius in 
loving communion and service of the Apos-
tolic — Petrine principle, thus enfleshing 
our Marian charism in the heart of the 
church,” she said. (For the men it is total 
identification with Christ in the school of 
Our Lady.)  

 “This is what we are all trying to be, the 
living image and presence of Our Lady. We 
do whatever God needs us to do with the 
same disposition of heart as Our Lady, to 
be open and available for the good of the 
church. 

“We express our love through service, for 
example if I have to iron a shirt, I will see 

if someone else needs a shirt ironed,” 
she said. 

On a typical day, the sisters are up 
early to pray morning prayer together, 
have breakfast and go to Mass to-
gether. After Mass they each go to 
their ministries. They come together at 
the end of the day to pray evening 

prayer, the holy rosary and have dinner to-
gether. “Usually, we listen to one of 
Mother’s talks or read one of her letters 
during dinner. Afterwards, we pray our 
Holy Hour, we do spiritual reading — it is 
a time of study. We pray night prayer at 9:30 
p.m. Afterwards there’s more time to get 
our duties done for the day. After night 
prayer we are in silence until the next morn-
ing after breakfast,” she said.  

Sr. Christine added, “We are a family so 
there is time of sharing, laughter, and joy. 
Love is expressed through our service for 
others and each other.” 

She elaborated, “We try to have time for 
music practice, crafts and community proj-
ects that help our community. Each sister is 
encouraged to learn a musical instrument 
when they join. Not that everyone is musi-
cally inclined, or tech savvy, but all are urged 
to find out what they are good at and with 
the help of the community to grow in that 
gift.”  

Members are asked to learn prayers in 
both Spanish and English. Those who are 
bilingual are encouraged to try to learn a 
third language.  

Aside from their official logo, another 
very important symbol for the order is the 
pelican piercing its own breast to feed its 
young. Early Christians compared it to 
Christ giving his blood for us on the cross.  
“It is said that Mary’s heart too was pierced 
at the foot of the Cross, she too suffered for 
us,” said Sr. Christine   

(West River Catholic Report) 

Servants of the Pierced Hearts express love through service
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To keep news fresh, the  
West River Catholic is publishing 

an online newsletter between 
print issues. On October 20 go to 

www.rapidcitydiocese.org and 
click on the WRC e-Edition icon.

A Safe Environment for Children 
and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly 
committed to creating and maintaining the safest 
possible environment for our children and young 
people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by 
church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance 
coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confiden-
tiality in her outreach to victims, she can be con-
tacted  privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her 
phone has caller ID and messaging features. All 
information will be treated confidentially. Alleged 
victims are advised of their right to report alleged 
abuse to civil authorities. In accordance with 
diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual  
misconduct involving  children or young  
people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or 
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will 
be  investigated. 

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and 
the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan 
website at:  
 www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

more to do with their belief system, and 
Alpha lays the groundwork for Christian-
ity,” she said.  

Brost continued by explaining that going 
out for dinner is no fun alone. “I think when 
we are invited to God’s table, to the ban-
quet, we don’t really want to go alone. I 
think that’s what Catholic evangelization 
should be more about. You want to go with 
somebody, you don’t want to do that by 
yourself,” she said.   

Julie Gray from St. Rose of Lima 
Church, Hill City, also attended the out-
door Mass. “I think it’s wonderful. I think 
anyone passing by and hearing the music 
may be curious enough to come and hang 
out awhile,” she said.  

Gray has been selected to be a volunteer 
counselor  “I will meet with people who are 
thinking they want to have a relationship 

with Jesus Christ.” A volunteer counselor 
shares their faith with others and encour-
ages them to learn more about faith and 
prayer. She is excited about the Celebration 
event. “It is so needed in our county now. 
So many people are in need of Jesus 
Christ.”  

Meryl Gaeta, a parishioner from the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
said, “It is a blessing and the work of the 
Holy Spirit to attend Mass at Main St. 
Square. As St. John Paul II said, ‘Open 
wide the doors for Christ,’” she said, adding, 
“Make his message be heard far and wide.” 

The principal celebrant, Fr. Brian Chris-
tensen said in his homily, “Mary is our 
mother of evangelization, (she is) the 
mother of sharing good news. When the 
celebration is over down at the civic center, 
our work of evangelization has just begun. 
Happy birthday Mary.” 

Celebration, Continued from p. 1__________Cathedral OLPH   
520 Cathedral Dr., Rapid City 
Welcome Event 
Sept 30, 6-8:30 p.m., the Cathedral parish 
family welcomes those who have made an 
amazing step forward in their faith journey at 
the Black Hills Paha Sapa Celebration. New 
members to be introduced. Help is needed! 
Learn more at CathedralOLPH.org. 
 
OLPH Fall Alpha Course  
Alpha course will be scheduled after the Will 
Graham celebration. The Alpha Course is a 
series of 10+ sessions, along with a retreat 
weekend, exploring the Christian faith.  
Studies show 40% of non-Catholics who 
have participated in the Alpha courses join 
the church through RCIA. Learn more at 
CathedralOLPH.org. 
 
Blessed Sacrament Church 
4500 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City 
Alpha Course Beginning Tuesday, October 5  
The Alpha Course is a series of 10+ sessions 
that explores the Christian faith. Register at the 
parish website or call the office, 605-342-3336. 
 
Fides Quaerens Intellectum 
Are you curious what that phrase means? Do 
you have questions regarding different topics of 
the Catholic faith? Join us at Fides Quaerens In-
tellectum on Thursday evenings in the Theater 
from 6-7:30 p.m. 

Volunteers are in place for the  
Black Hills Paha Sapa Celebration 
FROM BILLY GRAHAM, EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION 

The Black Hills Paha Sapa Celebration is 
a free event to be held at The Monument 
civic center, 7 p.m., Friday-Sunday,  
Sept. 24-26, Rapid City. KidzFest is  
Saturday in Memorial Park from 10-11 a.m.  

Volunteers from 148 churches repre-
senting 31 denominations across the  
region are working together to host the  
Celebration.  

Will Graham is the third generation of  
Grahams to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ under the banner of the Billy Graham  
Evangelistic Association. He is the grandson 
of Billy Graham and the oldest son of 
Franklin Graham. Will has spoken to more 
than one million people on six continents. 
This is a family-friendly event. It will feature 
music from award-winning Christian bands 
and messages from evangelist Graham. It 
is open to everybody and all are welcome to 
attend. Website: https://blackhills.billy  
graham.org/ 
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5 Goals of Courage 

•To live chaste lives in accordance 
with the Roman Catholic Church’s 
teaching on homosexuality (Chastity); 

•To dedicate our entire lives to 
Christ through service to others,  
spiritual reading, prayer, meditation, 
individual spiritual direction, frequent 
attendance at Mass, and the frequent 
reception of the sacraments of  
reconciliation and holy Eucharist  
(Prayer and Dedication); 

•To foster a spirit of fellowship in 
which we may share with one another 
our thoughts and experiences, and so 
ensure that no one will have to face 
the problems of homosexuality alone 
(Fellowship); 

•To be mindful of the truth that 
chaste friendships are not only  
possible but necessary in a chaste 
Christian life; and to encourage one 
another in forming and sustaining 
these friendships (Support); 

•To live lives that may serve as 
good examples to others  
(Good Example/Role Model). 

Finding a family in Courage 5 Goals of EnCourage  
•To grow spiritually through  

spiritual reading, prayer, meditation, 
individual spiritual direction, frequent 
attendance at Mass, and the frequent 
reception of the Sacraments of 
penance and holy Eucharist; 

 
•To gain a deeper understanding of 

the needs, difficulties, and challenges 
experienced by men and women who 
experience same-sex attractions; 

 
•To establish and maintain a 

healthy and wholesome relationship 
with their loved ones who experience 
same-sex attractions; 

 
•To assist other family members 

and friends to reach out with  
compassion and truth, and not to  
reject their loved ones who experience 
same-sex attractions; 

 
•To witness to their loved ones by 

their own lives that fulfillment is to be 
found in Jesus Christ through his body, 
the church. 

The path to sanctity for those who expe-
rience same sex attraction (SSA) can be 
challenging, particularly in today’s environ-
ment which views any expression of sexu-
ality as licit. Rejecting this culture and 
embracing chastity requires the virtue of 
courage and the support of a loving family.   

The ministry of Courage can offer that 
family and that support for SSA persons, 
while the ministry of EnCourage provides 
support for families of persons who identify 
as LGBT. Courage can provide a spiritual 
home where its members can find hope, 
love and fellowship as they become rooted 
in their identity as a child of God, rather 
than allowing themselves to be defined by 
the world’s view of sexuality and sexual ori-
entation.   

The Courage and Encourage Ministries 
of the Diocese of Rapid City were founded 
by Bishop Robert D. Gruss who appointed 
Msgr. Michael Woster, as chaplain of En-
Courage, and Fr. Jim Hoerter, as chaplain 
of Courage, in 2017. Recently, Fr. Matt 

Fallgren was appointed by Bishop Peter M. 
Muhich as chaplain of Courage, to succeed 
Father Hoerter, and Sister Samantha 
Chamley, OSB, has joined the team as the 
intake coordinator and initial contact.   

Together, the team is poised to continue 
to minister to the men and women who ex-
perience SSA and their families by offering 
one-on-one support, as well as peer-to-peer 
support from regular group meetings.  

Understanding the goals of Courage and 
EnCourage can provide a deeper insight 
into these ministries. A summary of the 
goals are on this page, however more infor-
mation can be found at www.couragerc.org. 
For caring and confidential information, 
reach out to the Courage/EnCourage team 
at 605-787-3837 or email courage@ 
diorc.org or encourage@diorc.org .   
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 Adopt-A-Seminarian Collections 
 Fiscal Year 2020/2021 

Figures as of 8/12/21 
      

Parish           Parish Goals             Received
Belle Fourche (Spearfish)                                3,000.00 ...............................3,000.00 
Bonesteel (Gregory)                                         1,200.00 ..................................500.00  
Buffalo* (Bison, Ralph)                                        600.00 ..................................600.00 
Burke (Gregory)                                               1,000.00 ................................1,000.00 
Colome (Winner)                                              3,000.00 ............................... 2,325.00  
Custer (Hot Springs)                                        2,000.00 ...............................3,028.47  
Deadwood (Lead)                                            2,100.00 ................................2,100.00  
Eagle Butte* Bridger, Cherry Creek,  
   Dupree, Promise, Ridgeview, 
   Red Scaffold, White Horse                           2,000.00 ..................................340.00 
Fairfax (Gregory)                                              1,000.00 ..................................500.00 
Faith (Mud Butte, Red Owl)                             1,700.00 .......................................0.00  
Ft. Pierre                                                          5,000.00 ................................5,000.00  
Gregory* Bonesteel, Burke, Fairfax                 2,000.00 ...............................2,000.00  
Hermosa (Cathedral)                                          600.00 ................................1,450.00 
Hill City (Keystone)                                          3,000.00 ...............................3,000.00  
Hot Springs* Custer, Edgemont                       3,000.00 ...............................2,665.00 
Isabel (Timber Lake)                                           700.00 .......................................0.00 
Kenel (McLaughlin)                                          1,000.00 .......................................0.00  
Keystone (Isabel)                                             2,000.00 ...............................2,000.00  
Lead* Deadwood                                             5,700.00 ................................5,700.00 
Lemmon* (Morristown,  
   McIntosh, Watauga)                                      3,500.00 ................................4,149.97  
Lower Brule* Reliance, Kennebec)                  1,000.00 ......................................0.00  
Martin* Kadoka                                                   500.00 ..................................500.00 
McLaughlin (Bullhead, Kenel)                          2,000.00 .......................................0.00 
Midland (Philip)                                                   600.00 ...................................... 0.00  
Milesville** (Philip)                                              600.00 ................................1,200.00 
Mission (St. Francis Mission parishes)               500.00 ......................................0.00  
New Underwood (RC St. Therese)                  1,000.00 ...............................1,000.00 
Newell (Sturgis)                                                1,500.00 .......................................0.00 
Parmalee                                                            400.00 .......................................0.00  
Philip* Midland, Milesville                                2,400.00 ................................2,400.00  
Piedmont                                                         6,000.00 ................................6,000.00  
Pine Ridge* Kyle, Manderson,  
   Oglala, Porcupine, Wanblee                         1,000.00 ......................................0.00  
Presho (Draper, Murdo)                                      400.00 ..................................400.00  
RC-Blessed Sacrament                                 20,000.00 ..............................20,000.00 
RC-OLPH Cathedral* Hermosa                     20,000.00 .............................23,670.54 
RC-ICC (Latin)                                                        0.00 ................................1,200.00 
RC-St Isaac Jogues                                            500.00 ...................................500.00  
RC-St. Therese* New Underwood                12,000.00 .............................12,000.00 
Spearfish* Belle Fourche                                 7,700.00 ..............................12,978.76 
Sturgis (Newell)                                                5,500.00 ...............................5,500.00  
Timber Lake* Isabel, Trail City                         2,275.00 ...............................5,835.00 
Trail City                                                              525.00 .......................................0.00  
Wall* Lakeside                                                 2,000.00 ................................2,000.00  
White River, Sacred Heart                                  200.00 ...................................200.00 
Winner* Colome                                               7,500.00 ...............................1,620.00 
  
Total                                                           $140,200.00 ..........................$136,362.74

*Indicates main parish 
** includes both FY20 and FY21 paid in FY21 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to the Adopt-A-Seminarian Fund.

Diocese/Parishes



2022: July 12-23 — Greece, Fr. Kerry Prendivlle, follow in 
the footsteps of St. Paul (includes 4-day Aegean Sea Cruise).  

 
August 1-12 — Northern Ireland & Scotland includes a  

3-day optional tour of Wales with Fr. Brian Lane.  
 

Many more pilgrimages can be found at  
www.selectinternationaltours.com  

Holy Land, Germany, Poland, Spain, Russia, Croatia etc.  

The upshot of all this 
is that we have locked 
ourselves into millions 
of little prisons from 
which we have little 
choice but to hurl in-
vective at one another. 
Perhaps the principle 
advantage of acknowl-
edging objective value 
is that it provides the 
opportunity for all of 
us to fall in love to-
gether with some-
thing good, true, and 
beautiful. It permits us 
to break free of the prison of our egotism 
and to enter, together, a journey of explo-
ration. 

So don’t let people seduce you with the 
rhetoric of self-invention and being free to 
make up one’s own values. In the final 
analysis, there is no project duller and more 
suffocating than that.

8  WRC September  2021Word on Fire

Select International Tours, Rita Dupres, 605-381-4988 

Breaking out of the prison of self-invention 
For the past many years, I have been 

maintaining an internet ministry that al-
lows me, through comment boxes, to listen 
in on the questions, complaints, and pontif-
ications of thousands of people in regard to 
religion. I have noticed that these commen-
taries sort themselves out in fairly pre-
dictable ways, centering around issues of 
God’s existence, the problem of suffering, 
the uniqueness of Christianity among the 
religions of the world, and the whole range 
of the church’s sexual teachings. 

But another theme that presents itself 
with remarkable regularity is the denial of 
the objectivity of truth and moral value. I 
have encountered this position frequently 
over the years, but in the past few weeks, a 
spate of such objections have surfaced in the 
wake of a recent video of mine on the sub-
ject. Here is one typical response: “Thirty 
seconds in, and he’s [“he” means me] obvi-
ously dumb: objective moral values? Those 
aren’t real.” Though this gentleman focused 
on moral values, many of the commentators 
on this score have equal disdain for the ob-
jectivity of truth claims. 

Though, as I said, this is a commonly 
held view, a moment’s reflection reveals how 
silly this position is. Since he has bothered 
to complain about my point of view, he ob-
viously holds that there is something the 
matter with articulating an incorrect opin-
ion, that this, is something I shouldn’t do. 
Furthermore, since he is appealing to the 
public, he must think that this standard of 
rectitude is not merely a subjective whim of 
his own but a standard that is generally 
known. In a word, he is holding to the very 
principle that he denies; namely, that some 
objective and universal moral value exists. 
Moreover, in making bold to call me 
“dumb,” he also indirectly affirms the objec-
tivity of truth, since he could make no such 

determination of my mental acuity unless 
he believed in some clear epistemic crite-
rion. In a word, he is hoisted on his own 
petard. Even the most radical and thor-
oughgoing skeptic is necessarily standing 
on some ground when he launches his crit-
icism. He might quarrel with someone’s un-
derstanding of a moral or intellectual value, 
but the one thing he cannot coherently say 
is that there is no such thing as moral or in-
tellectual value. 

C.S. Lewis, arguably the greatest Chris-
tian apologist of the last century, saw this 
problem and endeavored to address it in his 
short but marvelous book, “The Abolition 
of Man.” He took as his starting point a fa-
mous story told of Samuel Taylor Co-
leridge. As Lewis recounts it, the poet was 
standing with two acquaintances in the 
presence of a stunning waterfall. One of his 
interlocutors announced that the sight was 
“sublime,” and the other that it was indeed 
“pretty.” Coleridge enthusiastically con-
firmed the first characterization and appar-
ently turned away in disgust at the second. 
The authors of a popular book of English 
composition (with which Lewis was famil-
iar) opined that Coleridge’s discrimination 
was baseless, since each person was simply 
describing the emotions that he felt in the 
presence of the waterfall and not anything 
intrinsic to the waterfall. C.S. Lewis 
thought this was so much nonsense. Rather, 
as Coleridge correctly intuited, the reaction 
of the first person was appropriate to the 
real quality of the cascade, and the reaction 
of the second person was pathetically inap-
propriate to it. The objective rules the sub-
jective and not vice versa. 

Lewis’ discussion vividly calls to mind 
Dietrich von Hildebrand’s distinction be-
tween the objectively valuable and a subjec-
tive value response. For von Hildebrand, the 

point of good mentoring is to help a stu-
dent recognize value in the aesthetic, ethi-
cal, and epistemic orders and then to call 
forth from her the response, both affective 
and intellectual, commensurate with the 
value. Once again, value language doesn’t 
refer to feelings, but rather to the things and 
events that awaken the feelings. And both 
Lewis and von Hildebrand harken in this 
sense back to Aristotle who said that the 
aim of education is to make the pupil like 
and dislike what he ought. In short, feelings 
and affections should be trained and not 
simply valorized. 

I mention all of this because what C.S. 
Lewis saw in that book of English compo-
sition some eighty years ago is now every-
where in our culture; it is in fact the default 
position of practically everyone under the 
age of forty. It is commonly held that what 
we call “values” are just projections of our 
feelings and subjective whims, and conse-
quently, anyone who dares to speak of prop-
erly objective truth or objective moral value 
is engaging in an oppressive play of power. 

Bishop 
Robert  
Barron 

Auxiliary Bishop 
of the  

Archdiocese of 
Los Angeles



Sr. Rana said, 
“We got to know 
about the Pine 
Ridge Mission 
from the Kohima 
Region Jesuits (in 
India). It is the 
native ministry 
among the  
Lakotas that drew 
us here. Being  
religious and 
serving among 
the tribes in the 
North-Eastern 
part of India, this 
mission resonates 
with our mission 
in many ways. We feel one with them.” 

At Red Cloud, the sisters’ primary mis-
sion is to teach religion (spiritual forma-
tion) for grades K-4 and 5-8. 

When asked about Holy Rosary  
Mission, Sr. Rana said, “We are happy 
with the mission that is entrusted to us. It 
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Diocesan residents are accustomed to 
most of the religious orders working here 
for many years. There are two nuns serving 
on the Pine Ridge Reservation, whose 
order may be less familiar. Sr. Rana  
Rosalia, USF, and Sr. Otoli Sumi, USF, 
teach in the Red Cloud Indian School 
System. The sisters arrived Nov. 2, 2018, 
and work here based on an the agreement 
between their province and the Red Cloud 
schools.  

According to Sr. Rana, the Ursuline 

Franciscan Sisters were founded by Fr. 
Urban Stein a German Jesuit on April 10, 
1887. Their charism is: “To launch deep 
into the lives of the people, to find God in 
all things with the freedom to renounce 
riches and embrace poverty.” 

The order’s Motherhouse is in Manga-
lore, India and there are five provinces in 
India, and two regions — European  
Region (Germany and Italy), African  
Region (Tanzania and Kenya), and a Mis-
sion in the United States. 

Sr. Rana Rosalia, USF, and Sr. Otoli Sumi, USF, are Ursuline Sisters from 
India serving in the Diocese of Rapid City. (Photo by Marcus Fast Wolf)

is a beautiful place with beautiful people 
with lots of challenges. We love the diver-
sity of our mission. We love ‘The Lakota 
Catholic Way’ in dealing with the students 
in the class, with the parishioners, and 
people at large.” 

(West River Catholic Report) 

Ursuline Sisters from India feel at home on Pine Ridge Reservation

Looking for a quick, easy 100% Catholic service project for your church or family? 
“Box of  Joy” is a project run by Cross Catholic Outreach, a humanitarian relief  organization that serves 
families around the world. It is a service project opportunity that matches American churches, groups, 
families and individuals with impoverished children to provide small gifts on Christmas. All you need is 

a shoebox, some small toys and hygiene items. Visit boxofjoy.org for more information.

Stop by the Mustard Seed to learn more  
or pick up your boxes and fill them!

605-348-5228 ~ 225 Main St., Suite 200 ~ Rapid City SD 57701



WSDCF 2021 Grant Cycle 
The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation (WSDCF) will be accepting  

proposals for its annual grant program in two cycles this year.  The WSDCF Board 
approved $50,000 for a separate round of funding for special parish and  

onetime projects. 
 The grant application for these proposals are due by October 15, 2021. The grant  

application and guidelines can be found on the WSDCF website at http://wsdcf.org. 
Grant applications for the remainder of restricted and unrestricted funds are due by  

November 2, 2021. We are pleased to provide this grant opportunity as we continue to 
strengthen the church by providing financial resources for meeting the spiritual needs of 
Catholics throughout our diocese.   

Please feel free to contact Tim Henderson, WSDCF Executive Director (6057216843),  
if you have questions.

Tim Henderson, Executive Director of the Western South Dakota 
Catholic Foundation (WSDCF), announced his retirement at the WSDCF 
Board Meeting held at Terra Sancta on August 19, 2021. Tim will continue 

serving WSDCF until December 31, 2021 while a search for a new Executive 
Director is completed. 

He said it has been a great blessing to work for the WSDCF over the past eight years. 
He expressed his utmost thankfulness to Bishop Peter, board  
members, Priests, financial professionals, and everyone throughout the diocese who 
has contributed to strengthening the Catholic Church by contributing to a permanent 
endowment fund and making other types of gifts that provide financial resources for 
meeting the spiritual needs of future generations of Catholics in western South Dakota. 
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Executive Director Retires

WSDCF Distribution Policy 
The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation approved a revision to their 

distribution policy at their November 5, 2020 Board of Directors meeting. The  
policy now states: “All permanently restricted donations to the Western South 

Dakota Catholic Foundation will be accounted for in a restricted fund and the original dona
tion will never be distributed. Total investment return, less investment fees and operating  
expenses will be made available annually to support the designated ministries. Of the 
amount available, the board may distribute up to 5% of the net asset value of the fund, 
based on the total return of the fund computed for a fiveyear rolling average. Distributions 
will be approved at a meeting of the Board of Directors.” This action applies to all restricted 
and unrestricted donations to the foundation since its inception and accomplishes two im
portant improvements: first, basing the distributable amount on the total return of the fund 
allows a more complete and current recognition of the gains made on investments from the 
endowment; and second, the change to a fiveyear rolling average will allow for distributions 
to be made in a more consistent and stable manner. The WSDCF is pleased to make these 
important revisions to the distribution policy. Please do not hesitate to call Tim Henderson, 
Executive Director, if you have any questions , (6057216843). 

9/11 
A display of American flags  
memorializing FDNY firefighters 
who died in the attacks at the 
World Trade Center on 9/11 are 
arranged outside St. Patrick's 
Cathedral Sept. 8. (CNS photo/ 
Chris Sheridan, Catholic New York)



‘Follow me and I will make you fishers of men’ Fr. Mark McCormick: Director of Vocations 

The idea of this year’s seminarian poster 
started to germinate in my heart this past 
April when Bishop Peter, the five deans, 
Father Kerry Prendiville, Msgr. Michael 
Woster, Father Dan Juelfs, Father Ron 
Garry, and Jesuit Father Ron Seminara 
and I met at the Priests’ Caritas Cabin in 
Silver City for a half-day retreat. Our re-
treat focused on a booklet “Lend Your 
Own Voice to Christ: A Helpful Guide for 
Priests to Call Forth Men to the Priest-
hood” by Msgr. Thomas J. Richter. 
 
On the front cover of the booklet is “The 
Miraculous Draught of Fishes,” a painting 
by Raphael Sanzio, an Italian Renaissance 
artist. Raphael’s painting is based on 
Jesus’ calling of his first disciples in Luke 
5:1-11. In this story, after a miraculous  
catch of fish, Jesus says to Simon,  
“Don’t be afraid; from now on you  
will fish for people.”  
 
This line “do not be afraid, from now on 
you’ll fish for people” has been part of 
my prayer at various times  
throughout this past year. The 
Lord kept placing it on my 
heart. I have kept going back 
to that half-day retreat on 
“Lend Your Own Voice to 
Christ” and asking myself 
what would happen if all 
priests would be more  
intentional inviting the men 
we know in our parishes to 
consider that invitation that 
Jesus gave to Peter to take 
the risk and to cast the net 
of their hearts into the faith. 
  
I am sure we would be surprised 
by the number of men willing to cast 
the net of their hearts in Christ.  

My reflection on this story has been  
further enriched by the series,  
“The Chosen.”  In it, Andrew says to 
Simon, “I told you!”  
 
Peter kneels before Jesus and says 
humbly, “You are the Lamb of God, yes?” 
Jesus answers, “I am. Did you understand 
that parable I told earlier? Fish are  
nothing. From now on, I will make you 
fishers of men. And you are to gather as 
many as possible — all kinds. I will sort 
them out later” (Season 1, Episode 4). 
 
I also love this line from the series in 
which Jesus says, “Get used to the  
different.”  Inspired by it, I decided to 
pitch the idea of this year’s poster.  I 
thought if Bishop Peter and all the  
seminarians will be together during the 
first part of August at the priest/ 
 
 

 

seminarian day at Angostura, in Hot 
Springs, why not have them all wade into 
the lake for this year’s picture? I could use 
the Scripture passage from Luke 5 — The 
Call of Simon the Fisherman.  
 
I started to bounce the idea off of several 
priests, seminarians, and a few of my 
friends to “test the waters.” For the most 
part I heard, “That’s an interesting idea, 
Father Mark, but I am not convinced that 
it will work.”  
 
One of my friends said, “That sounds like 
a lot of fun; you should try it.” But the 
clincher came when I pitched the idea to 
Bishop Peter and right away he said that   
he was willing to wade into the water      
for this year's seminarian poster.  
 
I said to myself, “Now that’s a true 
shepherd and spiritual father!” Lead us 
into the deep water, Bishop Peter, and 
may we too be amazed when we lend our 
own voice to Christ’s and say to them the 
words of St. John Paul II: “The church asks 
you to go, in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
to those who are near and those who are 

far away. Share with them the freedom 
you have found in Christ. People 

thirst for genuine inner freedom. 
They yearn for the Life which 
Christ came to give in  
abundance. The world ... is like  
a field ready for the harvest. 
Christ needs laborers ready to 
work in his vineyard. May you, 
the Catholic young people of  

the world, not fail him. In your 
hands, carry the cross of Christ. On 

your lips, the words of life. In your 
hearts, the saving grace of the Lord” 

(Denver Homily, August 15, 1993). 

September  2021 WRC  11





September  202114  WRC

‘Answering the call of Christ with great courage’
In Matthew’s Gospel we hear of the 
large crowds that followed Jesus 
from city to city. They have  
encountered Jesus in his  
proclamation of the kingdom of 
God. They have seen and  
experienced Jesus curing their  
diseases and healing their  
sicknesses.  
 
Jesus’ heart is filled with compas-
sion for crowds. He sees how the 
crowds are harassed, helpless and 
in need of being shepherded. 
Jesus charges his disciples to ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest; for 
the harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few (Mt 9:35-38).  
 
Our diocese knows firsthand of the laborer shortage, not only with 
the number of diocesan priests, but the number of the religious 
order priests serving in our diocese has shrunk as well. This laborer 
shortage can be seen in the number of men entering the seminary 
and actively discerning priesthood in our diocese, too. Despite the 
laborers being few and far between, we have much for which to be 
thankful.  
 
The Lord of the Harvest is faithful in answering the prayers of his 
people in our diocese, who have been praying and making  
countless sacrifices for many years, petitioning and begging our  
Father to send more laborers/priests to shepherd his people.  
 
We are starting to see the fruit of those prayers and sacrifices that 
are offered, in a new way. Although not yet abundant, not yet a 
hundred-fold, more and more vocations are coming.   
 
In 2015-2016, we had four seminarians. This fall we welcomed three 
men who are starting their journey of following and discerning the 
voice of Christ in an intentional way as they enter formation for our 
diocese. This brings our total to nine for the 2021-22 year.  
 
Dillon Johnson has begun his first year of Pre-Theology at St. John 
Paul II Seminary in Washington, while Blase Gebes and Reid Muire 
are part of the Journey Program at the Holy Cross House of  
Formation in the Diocese of La Crosse, Wisconsin.  
 
 

The Journey Program is a 
“Propaedeutic year” — a year of  
preliminary study of the Scriptures 
and the catechism that allows men 
who feel called by God to the 
diocesan priesthood the time to  
intensely discern, pray about and to 
live in community as they learn 
more about the call to priesthood.  
 
We have much for which to be 
thankful, but we also need to  
continue to be patient. We hear in 
the Parable of the Sower in Luke’s 
Gospel when the seed, the Word of 
God, fell on good soil, it produced a 
hundred-fold. Jesus challenges us 

too as he called out, “Let anyone with ears to hear listen” (Lk 8:4-8).  
 
Let anyone with ears to hear listen! This is easier said than done as 
we all can attest to the challenge of hearing the voice of Jesus, the 
Good Shepherd, and responding with a generous and faithful heart.  
 
This takes trust, a good deal of patience and time, simply being 
with Jesus, rooted and grounded in the good soil of his word and 
being fed with his real presence in the Eucharist as well as learning 
to adore him in the Eucharist where he speaks and reveals his heart 
to our heart.   
 
Deacon Josh Lee, who was ordained a transitional deacon in June, 
and Robert Kinyon who will be ordained a transitional deacon in 
Rome on Sept. 30, will begin their sixth and eighth years of  
seminary this coming fall, respectively. The seed, having fallen on 
rich soil, has taken time to germinate and grow.  
 
Deacon Josh and soon-to-be deacon Robert, both of whom will be 
ordained to the priesthood next summer, have learned over the 
years of seminary formation to trust deeply in the voice of Jesus. 
Although that voice might be faint at times, they have persevered in  
answering the call of Christ with great courage as they become his  
laborers in that plentiful harvest. 
 
Vocation work in our diocese begins first and foremost with prayer. 
As we heard in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus teaches us to ask the Lord 
of the harvest to send more laborers with our prayer and our  
sacrifices. In doing so, we provide the good soil for vocations to 
grow into a hundred-fold in the Diocese of Rapid City.  

ROBERT KINYON WILL BE  
ORDAINED TO THE  

TRANSITIONAL DIACONATE ON 
SEPTEMBER 30 IN ROME. 

BISHOP PETER MUHICH HANDS DEACON JOSH LEE  
THE BOOK OF THE GOSPELS DURING HIS ORDINATION  

TO THE TRANSITIONAL DIACONATE JUNE 29.

Fr. Mark McCormick: Director of Vocations 
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Heal Your Grief Bereavement  
Support Group  
Monday, Sept. 27, at 6 p.m., Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church, 4500 Jack-
son Blvd, Rapid City. When a loved one 
dies, we are wounded. A support group 
is a safe place where you can talk, cry, 
and share your anger, guilt, and fears. 
Rooted in Catholic teaching, it is an 
eight-week support group open to all 
Christian adults who have lost a loved 
one due to death.  For more information 
contact George Wallace at 605-721-
3811 or Dee Pickarts at 605-343-2038.  
Sponsored by Family Life Ministries. For 
more questions call Amy Julian 605-
343-3541 or email FamilyLife@diorc.org 
or visit www.rapidcitydiocese.org/FLM. 
Lifetime Registration fee is $10. 
 
Post-Abortion Healing 
Friday-Sunday, Oct. 1-3. If you suffer the 
pain of abortion, God’s Grace and for-
giveness are awaiting you on a Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat. For more information, 
contact the national office at 877-467-
3463 or www.rachelsvineyard.org.   
Contact Carol Kling for local retreat infor-
mation at 605-374-5639 or 
ckling@sdplains.com. 
 
Celebration of Marriage 
Sunday, Oct. 3, Are you celebrating 25, 

40, 50 or more years of marriage in 
2020 or 2021? Celebration of Marriage 
Mass, 11 a.m., Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center, celebrant Bishop Peter Muhich. 
Luncheon to follow.  If you have not  
received an invitation, please contact 
Family Life Ministries for more informa-
tion at 605-343-3541 or email  Fami-
lyLife@diorc.org. RSVPs needed by 
September 27.  
 
Surviving Divorce 
Monday, Oct. 4, from 6-8 p.m., 12-week 
support group at St. Therese the Little 
Flower Church, 532 Adams Street, 
Rapid City. Surviving Divorce covers top-
ics including shock and grief, anger and 
forgiveness, money issues, dealing with 
children and a former spouse, and an-
nulment and remarriage.  This program 
is for the newly separated and divorced 
and those still struggling with issues 
many years later. Rooted in Catholic 
teaching, Surviving Divorce is open to 
Christian men and women of all denomi-
nations. A $30 registration fee covers all 
materials. Scholarship help is available 
for those in financial need. Participants 

can register online at www.rapidcitydio 
cese.org/FLM. For more information, 
contact Amy Julian or Linda Drake at 
605-343-3541 or by email 
FamilyLife@diorc.org. 
 
Diocesan Youth Rally 
Sunday, Oct. 10, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center. Open to 
students in grades 6-12. See p. 23.  
 
Prayerful Art  
Saturday, Oct. 16, a retreat day at St. 
Martin Monastery, Rapid City, 9 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. For information call  
Sr. Therese Marie at 605-343-8011.  
 
St. Isaac Jogues Bazaar 
 Sunday, Nov. 7, Mother Butler Center 
Annual Bazaar, 231 Knollwood Dr. from 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. The bazaar will feature a 
silent auction, arts, crafts, bingo, baked 
goods, a food concession, outside ven-
dors, and children’s games. There will 
also be door prizes and a raffle.  Raffle 
tickets $1 — available for purchase at 
the parish or bazaar — five cash prizes. 

 

Vatican City State 
LEGO 

Rocco Buttliere, a LEGO architect from 
Chicago, stands next to the Vatican City State 
replica he created that was on display Aug. 14-
15, 2021, at the LEGO BrickUniverse conven-
tion at the Pontchartrain Center in Kenner, La. 
He spent three months in 2020 creating the 
scale model from 67,000 LEGO pieces. He 
also completed a 114,000-piece LEGO art-
work of first-century Jerusalem. (CNS 
photo/Peter Finney Jr., Clarion Herald)
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BY AMY JULIAN 
It is fair to say that the impact of Covid 

has reached beyond illness and death, to 
further fracture the society in which we live.  
Perception of both science and health care 
has become politicized and public trust in 
media has eroded, resulting in further po-
larizing opinions on all sorts of matters.  
Discussions become debates and descend 
into arguments, even among family mem-
bers. We have become poor at heart, and 
not in a good way.   

When we think of Catholic social teach-
ing, we think of the materially poor, and our 
desire to bring the “glad tidings” that Jesus 
came to bring. Yet the rancor of the public 
dialogue is witness to a woundedness that 
is prevalent in our world.  

There is a saying in the mental health 
world, “Hurt people hurt people.” That is to 
say, people who are hurt are apt to lash out 
and wound those around them, often those 
closest to them.   

Today, we can look at each of our neigh-
bors and see someone who is suffering. In 
fact, we can most likely look in the mirror 
and see someone who is poor at heart in 
some way. The ultimate remedy to this 
poverty and suffering is not a government 
program, but healing. This is healing which 
can only come from the love of Jesus. And, 
just as we are called to take the log out of 
our own eye, before we tend to the splinter 
in our neighbor’s eye, we are also called to 
the healing of Christ, before we can authen-
tically share the good news of that healing 
(Mt 7:3-5). 

There are many ministries in the diocese 
which seek to bring that healing and several 
of them have programs this fall. 

Finding healing in a society marked by COVID

Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father

OCTOBER 

Missionary Disciples: We pray that every baptized person may be engaged in 
evangelization, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has 
the flavor of the Gospel. 
 

NOVEMBER 

People Who Suffer from Depression: We pray that people who suffer from  
depression or burn-out will find support and a light that opens them up to life.  
 

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG 

• Heal Your Grief Bereavement Sup-
port Group — for those who are experienc-
ing grief after the loss of a loved one. 
Meeting Monday evenings from 6-8 p.m. 
at Blessed Sacrament Church, 4500 Jackson 
Blvd., Rapid City,  beginning Sept. 27. 

 
• Surviving Divorce — for those sepa-

rated and divorced seeking hope and heal-
ing. Meeting Monday evenings from 6-8 
p.m. at St. Therese Church, 532 Adams St., 
Rapid City, beginning Oct. 4. 

 
• Courage and EnCourage — for those 

who experience same-sex attraction and 
their families. See the article on page 6 for 
more information on these ministries. 

 
• Rachel’s Vineyard — a healing retreat 

weekend for men and women who have 
been wounded by an abortion experience.  
Friday-Sunday, Oct. 1-3. For confidential 
information,contact Carol Kling at 605-
374-5639 or email ckling@sdplains. com.  

 
The thread that binds these ministries 

together is the healing that they bring to 
the wounds that are inflicted by the conse-
quences of the sin of Adam and Eve. Death 
and a misunderstanding of the gift of mar-
ried love are the pervasive undercurrent of 
enemy warfare that exists in our world 
today. When we are wounded from either, 
our gaze turns inward, and it is often more 
difficult to love, or even listen to our neigh-
bor. The world needs better listeners.   

For more information on any of these 
ministries, contact Family Life Ministries 
at 605-343-3541 or email FamilyLife 
@diorc.org.  

To explore the possibility contact: Mother Madonna, O.Carm.  
Phone 701-642-2360 or Email: Carmelofmary@gmail.com  

Sisters in Wahpeton, N.D. welcome  
Sr. Maria Teresa of the  Sacred Heart.

Are you called to a vocation of contemplative life?
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Obituary

Sr. Susan Pohl, OSB, died Aug. 17, at 
Good Samaritan Rehab Center, Rapid City. 
She was born Aug. 28, 1935, in Louisville, 
Ky., to Alline and Anthony Pohl. She has 
two sisters, Phyllis and Carole. Her early 
education took place at St. Frances of Rome 
School and Presentation Academy where 
she graduated in 1953. 

She received her bachelor of arts 
degree in education from Ursuline 
College in Louisville.  

After teaching several years in 
parochial schools in Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Massachusetts, she 
entered St. Martin Monastery on 
Aug. 28, 1963. She professed tem-
porary vows in 1965 and perpetual 
vows in 1970. 

From 1965 to 1971 Sr. Susan 
taught and served as principal at St. Mary 
School in Lemmon. After the school closed 
in 1971 she remained there as coordinator 
of religious education. During that year she 
began working with Fr. Gerald Scherer, 
then pastor of St. Mary and diocesan direc-
tor of religious education, giving catechist 
workshops throughout the diocese   

In 1972 Sr. Susan began graduate work 
in religious education at Fordham Univer-
sity, New York City, where her studies  
focused on theology and scripture as well as 
the practical aspects of adult religious  
formation.  

Receiving her Master of Religious Edu-
cation degree in 1973, she returned to 

Rapid City to take part in set-
ting up of the diocesan office of 
religious education and was later 
appointed director, a position 
she held until 1989. 

During this time Sr. Susan 
provided direct parish services, 
catechist formation through 
workshops, an annual catecheti-
cal day, and a bi-monthly 
newsletter. She authored scrip-

ture texts designed for adult study groups. 
Her ministry often took her to American 
military bases in the U.S., Germany, and 
Japan and included women’s retreats, youth 
confirmation retreats, ecumenical days of 
reflection and spiritual counselling. 

In December of 1989, she began work as 
administrative secretary in the Continuing 

Education Center at St. Meinrad Arch-
abbey and Seminary in Indiana. Due to ad-
ministrative restructuring, this position 
closed in May of 1990. In September Sr. 
Susan took classes in hospital pastoral care 
through the Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville. As part of her stud-
ies, she worked at Bishop Flaget Hospital 
in Bardstown Ky., and lived at the Mother-
house of the Sisters of Charity in Nazareth, 
Ky. In 2001 She returned to Rapid City and 
was on call for the hospital chaplain’s office. 
She did hospice home visits, and served on 
the Ethics Committee and Institutional 
Review Board for the Rapid City Regional 
Hospital and Hospice of the Hills. 

Among her greatest treasures are “mem-
ories and support of all the beautiful and 
dedicated people she had the opportunity 
to meet and to serve.”   

Sr. Susan is survived by her sisters, Phyl-
lis and Carole Pohl, Louisville, Ky., cousins, 
friends and her Benedictine family. 

Her wake was Aug. 22 and Mass of 
Christian burial was celebrated by Bishop 
Peter Muhich on Aug. 23. Burial is in the 
monastery cemetery. 

Sr. Susan Pohl, OSB, 85, former diocesan Director of Religious Education____________________________________________ In Your Prayers 

In Your Prayers is designed to help us re-
member the birthdays, ordination and 
death anniversaries of the priests who 
serve us. 

October  
Birthdays: Oct. 9, Fr. Gregory Bartholomew; 
Oct. 15, Fr. Tim Hoag;  
Oct. 27, Dcn. Richard Olsen; Oct. 28,  
Fr. Gary Oreshoski and Dcn. William White. 
Ordinations: Oct. 6, 2021, Fr. Gregory 
Bartholomew; Oct. 8, 2020, Deacons 
Richard Olsen, Robert Hrabe, and William 
White; Oct. 24, Dcn. John Osnes; Oct. 25, 
Fr. Riccardo Pennati; Oct. 28, Dcn. Paul 
Keller. 
Necrology: Oct. 6, 1973, Peter Kelly;  
Oct. 9, 2011, Brian Fawcett; Oct. 10, 1955, 
Harod Fuller, SJ; Oct. 13, 1954, William 
Connaughton; Oct. 14, 1906, Peter Rosen; 
Oct. 14, 1953, Godfrey Nau; Oct. 14, 
1962, James Shannon; Oct. 14, 1967,  
Hubert McDonald; Oct. 14, 1988, Bernard 
Shanley; Oct. 14, 2013, Dcn. Ken Hill; Oct. 
16, 1920, Aloysius Menne, SJ; Oct. 16, 
1940, Bernard Strassmaier, OSB; Oct. 16, 
1955, Joseph O’Connell; Oct. 16, 1982, 
William Renn, SJ; Oct. 17, 1907, James 
Gleeson, CSC; Oct. 18, 1997,  
Dcn. Reno Richards; Oct. 20, 1982, Robert 
Demeyer, SJ; Oct. 21, 1929, John Edge-
worth; Oct. 23, 1942, Paul Kinney; Oct. 24, 
1917, Charles Goergen; Oct. 24, 1975, 
George Stroh, SJ; Oct. 26, 1921, Arthur 
Belknap; Oct. 26, 2009, David Orians;  
Oct. 27, 1947, Amandus Boelaars;  
Oct. 28, 1954, Eugene Buechel, SJ;  
Oct. 30, 1975, Robert Whiteside; Oct. 31, 
1929, Henry Groethe, SJ. 

November 
Ordinations: Nov. 1, Dcn. Calvin Clifford 
Birthdays: Nov. 6, Fr. Jonathan Dillon;  
Nov.  8, Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek; Nov. 10,  
Fr. William Zandri and Fr. Peter Klink, SJ; 
Nov.  24, Fr. Janusz Korban; Nov. 25, Fr. 
Daniel Juelfs, Nov. 28, Dcn. John Osnes. 
Necrology: Nov. 1, 2005, Dcn. Lawrence 
Kocer; Nov. 4, 1955, Francis Guessen; 
Nov. 4, 1997, Joseph Sheehan, SJ; Nov. 7, 
1958, James Keller; Nov.  10, 1981, 
Thomas Healy; Nov.  10, 1997, Bernard 
Fagan, SJ; Nov.  14, 2015, Dcn. Claude 
Sauer; Nov. 15, 1961, William Kingsley; 
Nov.  17, 1902, Michael Quinlan; Nov. 18, 
1973, Michael Costigan; Nov. 20, 1950, 
Louis O’Connor, SJ; Nov. 20, 1965,  
Eugene O’Connor; Nov  21, 1945, Berthold 
Brown, OSB; Nov 21, 1978, Ralph Villwock; 
Nov. 22, 1996, Christian Keeler, SJ;  
Nov. 24, 1989, Patrick Igoe; Nov. 25, 
2014, Dcn. Vern Rath; Nov. 28, 1915, 
Bishop John Stariha; Nov. 28, 2014, Peter 
Kovarik; Nov. 29, 2003, Andrew Staricek; 
Nov. 29, 2006, William Pauly, SJ.   
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Explore the possibility of attending a Cursillo Weekend  
BY KATHY ACKERMAN 

I made my weekend in Montana in 2002. Being raised Catholic and attending eight 
years of Catholic school, I felt like I knew all I really needed about God and the church. 

I was wrong…. 
Experiencing a Cursillo weekend has taken my knowledge of God and the church from 

my head to my heart. 
A Cursillo weekend is described as a short course in Christianity. Talks are given by 

men on the men’s weekend and women on the women’s weekend, as well as a priest, on 
how they have lived their lives through the sacraments, and how Jesus has worked through 
their lives. 

It won’t leave you hanging at the end of the weekend, for you are encouraged to meet 
with others who have made a Cursillo to help build and maintain a life of grace and be 
prepared to share the Good News with a hurting world. 

We all know our world is changing at an alarming rate — it is like it is on fire. We need 
Jesus, he is our only hope, and we must join together with our Catholic brothers and sisters 
to sustain us in the world today. 

I encourage you to learn more about this weekend. See if it might be just what you are 
looking for to enrich your life with Christ. 

No matter where you are in your walk with Christ, you will gain knowledge and grow 
in your faith and in your relationship with Christ. 

Men’s weekend is October 21-24 at Blessed Sacrament 
Women’s weekend is October 28-13 at Terra Sancta 

Applications: http://www.natl-cursillo.org/rapidcity 
or contact Kathy Ackerman for more info, 605-574-9571  
or cell 406-939-2686, email dchealthycomm@yahoo.com. 

Follow the Diocese of Rapid City on  
Instagram @rapidcitydiorc



42% PASTORAL MINISTRIES 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Family Life, Youth Ministry, VSI, Tribunal,  
Native Concerns, Catholic Social Services, Pastoral Ministry Days,  
Priest Retreat, Clergy support, Presbyterial Council, Office of the Bishop. 

29% VOCATIONS 
Religious Education, Youth, Seminary, Ministry Formation,  
Office of Permanent Deacons. 

13% ADMINISTRATION 
Chancery Operations, Parish Accounting,  
Safe Environment. 

11% DEVELOPMENT 
Annual Diocesan Appeal, Donor 

Programs, Grants to Parishes, 

Digital Fundraising,  

LTM Capital Campaign. 

5% COMMUNICATIONS 
West River Catholic, Social Media.

BELLE FOURCHE - St. Paul...................26,430 ........................80 
BISON - Blessed Sacrament ...................4,980 ........................10 
BONESTEEL - Immac Conc. .................10,400 ........................15 
BUFFALO - St. Anthony ..........................9,650 ........................20 
BULLHEAD - St. Aloysius............................260...........................6 
BURKE - Sacred Heart .............................8,030 ........................30 
COLOME - St. Isidore..............................9,654 ........................26 
CUSTER - St. John the Baptist..............18,731 ........................59 
DEADWOOD - St. Ambrose ................12,230 ........................37 
DRAPER - St. Anthony................................800...........................4 
DUPREE - Sacred Heart ..........................2,275...........................8 
EAGLE BUTTE - All Saints ..........................825...........................9 
EDGEMONT - St. James.......................14,340 ........................11 
FAIRFAX - St. Anthony ............................6,240 ........................18 
FAITH - St. Joseph...................................5,425 ........................21 
FT PIERRE - St. John..............................62,681 ........................92 
GREGORY - St. Joseph.........................16,282 ........................57 
HERMOSA - St. Michael .......................12,730 ........................28 
HILL CITY - St. Rose.................................7,547 ........................33 
HOT SPRINGS - St. Anthony ................28,026 ........................82 
INTERIOR - Holy Rosary .............................580...........................2 
ISABEL - St. Mary.....................................8,125 ........................11 
KADOKA - Our Lady Victory ................14,650 ........................18 
KENEL - Assump Bl Vir ...............................785...........................7 
KENNEBEC - St. Michael ...........................985...........................5 

KEYSTONE - Lady Mt. Carmel ...............4,245...........................9 
KYLE - Our Lady Sorrows ...........................200...........................1 
LAKESIDE - St. Margaret.........................4,795 ........................10 
LEAD - St. Patrick...................................13,680 ........................55 
LEMMON - St. Mary................................8,167 ........................42 
LOWER BRULE - St. Mary ..........................175...........................3 
MANDERSON - St. Agnes.........................150...........................2 
MARTIN - Our Lady Sacred Heart..........7,175 ........................34 
McINTOSH - St. Bonaventure.................1,550 ........................12 
McLAUGHLIN - St. Bernard....................2,851 ........................21 
MIDLAND - St. William............................3,430 ........................12 
MILESVILLE - St. Mary...........................16,370 ........................10 
MISSION - St. Thomas................................200...........................3 
MORRISTOWN - Sacred Heart ..............2,085 ........................12 
MUD BUTTE - St. Joseph...........................400...........................4 
MURDO - St. Martin ................................1,320...........................4 
NEW UNDERWOOD - St. John .............2,455 ........................20 
NEWELL - St. Mary ..................................5,800 ........................24 
OGLALA - Our Lady of the Sioux..............225...........................2 
PARMELEE - St. Agnes...............................100...........................1 
PHILIP - Sacred Heart............................31,970 ........................47 
PIEDMONT - Our Lady of BH...............74,659 ......................151 
PINE RIDGE - Sacred Heart .......................510...........................5 
PORCUPINE - Christ King.......................2,100...........................2 
PRESHO - Christ the King.......................2,280 ........................12 

PROMISE - St. Catherine.........................1,750...........................3 
RALPH - St. Isidore...................................1,520...........................7 
RAPID CITY - Blessed Sacrament.......291,565 ......................444 
RAPID CITY - OLPH Cath ...................231,175 ......................373 
RAPID CITY - St. Therese......................74,318 ......................204 
RAPID CITY - Tridentine ..........................1,915 ........................10 
RAPID CITY - St. Isaac Jogues..............17,261 ........................51 
RED OWL - St. Anthony .............................145...........................3 
RELIANCE - St. Mary ...............................1,030...........................7 
REVA - Our Lady  Prairie.............................155...........................2 
RIDGEVIEW - St. Joseph.........................1,000...........................2 
SPEARFISH - St. Joseph........................91,994 ......................222 
ST FRANCIS - St. Charles........................2,300...........................2 
STURGIS - St. Francis.............................61,656 ......................140 
TIMBER LAKE - Holy Cross...................13,375 ........................33 
TRAIL CITY - Holy Rosary........................2,600...........................8 
WALL - St. Patrick ..................................11,960 ........................30 
WANBLEE - St. Ignatius..............................300...........................2 
WATAUGA - St. Michael..........................1,820 ........................12 
WHITE HORSE - St. Therese...................1,000...........................1 
WHITE RIVER - Sac Heart........................1,580...........................5 
WINNER - Immac Conc. .......................27,702 ........................77 
UNASSIGNED........................................10,925 ........................50 

Parish                                             $ Pledges      Participation Parish                                             $ Pledges      Participation Parish                                             $ Pledges      Participation
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ear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

2021 ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL I am happy to present you with this final report for the 2020-2021 Annual Diocesan 
Appeal. This document provides an overview of how your financial gift provides the 
necessary support for our diocesan operations and the ministries that serve our 
parishes and the communities where they reside. 
 
This past year and a half have been challenging for everyone, yet generosity  
prevailed. That is why your investment in the diocese, along with gifts from more 
than 2,900 donors, helped generate more than $1.3 million in pledges/donations 
and 25% total parishioner participation. These gifts are vital to supporting the  
diocesan ministries for our 75 parishes that serve the west river Catholic community.  
I am humbled and encouraged by your generosity, which I know could not have 
been easy this past year. 
 
For all our priests, deacons, seminarians, ministry leaders, diocesan staff, and those 
who benefit from your generosity, I extend my deepest gratitude. Please continue to 
pray for me as your shepherd. I assure you of my prayers that you might “know the 
hope that belongs to the Lord’s call and the surpassing greatness of His power for 
those who believe” (Ephesians 1:18-19). 
 

    Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ, 
 
 
 

      Most Rev. Peter M. Muhich 
    Bishop of Rapid City
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News
New employee 
On Sept. 7, Pete Adams joined the Chancery staff as an administrative 
assistant in the Office of Faith Formation. He is a 2019 graduate of 
Mount Baker High School, Deming, Wash. He attended Whatcom  
Community College, Bellingham, Wash., where he earned an Associates 
Degree of Arts and Sciences. Adams, and his wife Izabelle, are members 
of Immaculate Conception Church, Rapid City.  

 

See who the new seminarians are 
on pages 11-14.



Remember HIS  
will in yours 

If you are planning to create or 
update your will and would like  
to include the Catholic Church, 

please call us. We can help. 

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 
Phone 605-721-6843  

www.wsdcf.org 
(Mailing) PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709 
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St. Catherine, Promise All Saints, Eagle Butte

Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin, 

Kenel

Welcome to the Lord’s Table

(Photos provided by parishes)

WSDCF Employment Opportunity 
Executive Director 

The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation (WSDCF) is a non-profit fundraising  
organization which works to secure endowment and other gifts to benefit the mission,  
activities, projects, and programs of the Roman Catholic Church in Western South Dakota. 
WSDCF is currently seeking an Executive Director. The Executive Director plans, organizes,  
implements and evaluates all activities for the support and  benefit of the Western South 
Dakota Catholic Foundation (WSDCF). The Executive Director is responsible for growing the 
WSDCF and its mission, execution and management of fund raising activities and the  
establishment of endowments and development of donor relationships. Applicants should be 
a Catholic in good standing with the church. A Master’s Degree or equivalent in philanthropy, 
business administration or related field is preferred. For Inquires: call WSDCF at  
605-721-6843 or email cover letter and resume to chubbeling@wsdcf.org. 

 

Check with your cable or satellite 
provider for times and channel 

listings for NBC or MyTV. 
Channels listed are for  
over-the-air antennas. 
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West River, SD - Are you  
experiencing numbness,  
tingling, or pain in the hands 
and feet? Are you finding it dif-
ficult to balance and have a fear 
of falling? It’s possible you have 
Peripheral Neuropathy which is 
caused by nerve damage. 
 
Over time our nerves experience 
a loss of blood supply from  
constriction which leads to  
degeneration. A damaged nerve 
will start to send abnormal  
signals to the brain which will 
bring sensations of burning,  
tingling, and intense pain.  
Further, more serious  
progression of nerve damage 
will present as numbness. If the 
sensation loss is found in the 
feet, the serious risk of falling 
becomes more prevalent. Nerve 
damage in your hands could 
lead to a weakened grip and  
dropping things. 
 
Figure 1 provides a visual of  
what happens when the blood  
vessels that surround the nerve 

become constricted and shrivel 
up. This prevents the nerve from 
getting the blood supply and  
nutrients it needs to survive. As 
these nerves begin to degenerate 
it leads to Peripheral  
Neuropathy. 
 
The problem is you may have 
been told your options are either 
to just live with it or take  
prescription drugs that may  
temporarily reduce your  
symptoms but come with  
uncomfortable and serious side 
effects. 
 
Now for some good news. 
There is a facility right here in 

Rapid City, SD that offers hope 
for relief without having to take 
drugs with harmful side effects. 
 
Three Factors to  
Effectively Treat  
Neuropathy: 
1) Find the Underlying Cause 
2) Evaluate the amount of nerve 
damage 
3) Determine the amount of 
treatment required 
 
Goals of Treatment: 
1) Increase Blood Flow 
2) Stimulate Nerve Fibers 
3) Decrease Pain 

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY SOLUTIONS

ACUPUNCTURE IS OFTEN THE LAST RESORT WITH THE BEST RESULTS

NOW OPEN in RAPID CITY

STOP HURTING, START LIVING AGAIN l YOU DON'T HAVE TO JUST LIVE WITH IT 
CALL TODAY (605)205-5177 to SCHEDULE l WestRiverAcupuncture.com 

343 Quincy St. Suite 105 
Rapid City, SD 57701 

Normal  
Nerve

Diseased Blood  
Vessels

Nerves shrivel when  
blood flood disappears

Figure 2: Just as plant’s roots 

grow when watered, the blood 

vessels will grow back around 

the nerves. 
By returning blood flow and  
nutrients to the affected area we 

are able to stimulate the 
growth and repair of blood  
vessels and peripheral nerves. 
 
The only way to determine the 
amount of treatment needed for 
nerves to recover is to run a 
painless, detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. There 
is still hope even if you have 
sustained 85% nerve damage. 
 
Dr. Ariann Wolff, DACM, will 
perform a neuropathy severity 
examination to determine the 
extent of the nerve damage for 
only $40, which consists of  
detailed sensory and vascular  
testing along with an analysis of 
neurological findings. 
 
West River Acupuncture & 
Wellness will be offering this 
examination from now until  
October 6th. 
 
Call 605-205-5177 to find out if 
you are a candidate for our  
program. 
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Black Hills State University Newman Club 
814 King Street, Spearfish 

605-717-2582  l  www.jacektcatholic.com  
Hannah Lacina, Director  l newmanbhsu@gmail.com 

 
Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 5:15-5:45 pm Confessions, 6 pm Mass  
Tuesday: 8:30 pm 
Thursday: 12:30 pm  

(Above) Students gathered outside the Black Hills State Newman Center for a campfire after 
the first Mass of the school year on August 22. The Newman center is open daily from 7 am-
10 pm. (Courtesy photo)

Mailing label
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FOCUS missionaries return to SDSM&T 
(The Fellowship of Catholic  
University Students, better known 
as FOCUS, are ministering to college 
students on the South Dakota 
School of Mines and Technology, 
Rapid City, campus. FOCUS was 
founded in 1998 and uses campus 
missionaries to invite college  
students into a growing relationship 
with Jesus Christ, equipping them 
for a lifetime of Christ-centered 
evangelization, discipleship and 
friendships in which they lead others 
to do the same. The goal is to have 
students take the skill, formation and encounters 
with Christ and share them for the rest of their 
lives.) 
 
Name: Sophia Sage 
Hometown: Watsonville, California 
Number of years as a missionary: 3  
How did you become involved with FOCUS/ 
How did you become a missionary? For several 
years, I felt myself drawn towards mission work. 
Originally, I thought foreign missions would be  
perfect because I wanted to travel and had a heart 
for service. Over time, the Lord led me to discover 
FOCUS and I was captivated by how centered they 
are on prayer, and I wanted to work for an organi-
zation which centered their apostolate on prayer. 
What are you looking forward to the most this 
year? My hope is that in every encounter I have 
with another soul, they see Christ in me. I want to 
share his light with others and see them as he 
sees them. I am excited to see what the Lord has 
in store for miracles and conversions this school 
year! It will happen if we abide in him (John 15).  
 
Name: McKenzi Weber 
Hometown: Lenexa, Kansas 
Number of years as a missionary: 2  
How did you become involved with FOCUS/How  
did you become a missionary? I became a  
missionary because I deeply desired someone to 
mentor me in college in the faith. I observed my 
friends having mentors from other Christian  
organizations. I thought I would start my own  
ministry because I did not know of a Catholic  
student ministry. Then I found out about FOCUS a 
couple of months later, and I thought if you can't 
beat them, join them. 
What are you looking forward to the most this 
year? I am looking forward to investing deeper in 
the women I am mentoring and transforming their 
hearts to be more in love with Christ. I am excited 
to start building an authentic community at the 
Newman center through genuine fun that brings 

SOPHIA SAGE, EFRAIN GONZALEZ-BALLESTEROS JR,  
JARED FUELBERTH, AND MCKENZI WEBER.

out true joy, goodness, and beauty. 
Name: Efrain Gonzalez-Ballesteros Jr  
Hometown: Storm Lake, Iowa  
Number of years as a missionary: 1st year  
How did you become involved with FOCUS/How 
did you become a missionary? What drew me to 
become a FOCUS missionary was that Christ  
radically changed my life during my senior year at 
Drake University through the work of a FOCUS  
missionary, Cody Fischer. Since my conversion, I 
have wanted nothing more than to share the love 
of Christ and the good news of the Gospel with  
others especially college students and athletes 
facing similar situations to those I had faced in my 
college years. 
What are you looking forward to the most this 
year? I am looking forward to personally growing 
closer to the Lord and sharing the love of Christ 
through the gospel with students and student-ath-
letes at SD Mines.  
 
Name: Jared Fuelberth 
Hometown: Hartington, Nebraska 
Number of years as a missionary: 2 
How did you become involved with FOCUS/How 
did you become a missionary? When I was at the 
University of Nebraska Lincoln, my life was 
changed when I met a missionary who helped me 
come to know Christ. Through his Bible study, I 
learned to pray and know God in a personal way. 
The Lord’s overwhelming love for me changed my 
outlook on myself, my studies, and the purpose of 
my life. I led a Bible study in college and saw the 
Lord work in other men’s lives in a similar way, and 
I eventually discerned becoming a missionary  
because of my desire to continue walking with 
people in the faith to help them know the God who 
created them and loves them. 
What are you looking forward to the most this 
year? I’m looking forward to helping the student 
leaders lead Bible studies and grow deeper in 
their prayer lives. I’m also incredibly excited to be 
on a team with three incredible teammates!

Newman Center Mass times
SDSM&T Newman Center 

316 East Kansas City Street, Rapid City 
605-716-4130  l  www.rcnewmancenter.com 

Frank Birkholt, Director l frank@rcnewmancenter.org 
 
Hours  
8 am – 10 pm Monday-Friday;  
10 am-10 pm Saturday-Sunday 
 
Mass Schedule 
Sunday: 5 pm Supper, 6 pm Adoration, 7 pm Mass 
Monday-Friday: 12 pm 

Chadron State College Newman House 
907 Main Street, Chadron, Neb. 
Amy Graham  l  308-432-3673

Mass Schedule: Saturday 5:30 pm/ Sunday 9:00 am Mass 
Confessions: Saturday 4 pm 
Weekly gathering, meal, and Bible Study: Wednesday 5 pm
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