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Transitional  
Diaconate  
Ordination 
Vocations Director Fr. Mark  
McCormick, newly ordained  
Deacon Joshua Lee, Bishop Peter 
Muhich and Fr. Kerry Prendiville, 
pastor of St. Therese Parish, in 
Rapid City are seen following the  
ordination Mass, June 29, at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, Rapid City. Deacon Lee is a 
seminarian at Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., and ex-
pects to graduate in spring 2022. 
Deacon Lee’s family attends St. 
Therese Parish and he has helped 
out there for the past two sum-
mers. Father Prendiville vested 
Deacon Lee. See p. 2. (WRC photo 
by Laurie Hallstrom) 

Ribbon Cutting 
The Executive Director of the  
Sacred Heart Center, Greg Fisher 
hands a pair of ceremonial  
scissors to Br. Frank Presto, SCJ, 
for the ribbon cutting at the Sacred 
Heart Chacon Family Safe Shelter. 
Br. Frank worked in S.D. from 
1986-2002 and he served as exec-
utive director of the Sacred Heart 
Center from 1994-2002. He is now 
the provincial secretary of the U.S. 
Province of the Priests of the  
Sacred Heart, Hales Corner, Wis. 
The Eagle Butte shelter was dedi-
cated June 22 and it is under the 
administration of Sacred Heart 
Center, Eagle Butte. (WRC photo)  
 

Shelter, Continued on p. 4.

Inside

Temporary stop of federal executions a start 
WASHINGTON (CNS) —

Activists who oppose the death 
penalty said the Justice Depart-
ment’s temporary stop of federal 
executions is a step in the right di-
rection, but not enough. The order, 
given by Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland announced publicly 
the night of July 1, reverses the 
Trump administration’s decision 
to resume executions of federal 
death-row inmates after a 17-year 
hiatus. In a six-month period from 
last summer to this January, 13 
federal executions took place. Im-
mediately after Garland’s decision 
was announced, activists offered a 
mixed reaction. “While a morato-
rium on federal executions has 
symbolic value, we’ve seen the 
danger of half-measures that do 

not fully address the fundamental 
brokenness of our death penalty 
system. More is required,” tweeted 
Sister Helen Prejean, a Sister of 
St. Joseph of Medaille, who is a 
longtime death penalty opponent. 
Similarly, Krisanne Vaillancourt 
Murphy, executive director of 
Catholic Mobilizing Network, the 
national organization working to 
end the death penalty, tweeted 
that the decision was “a step in the 
right direction” but was not 
enough, saying the “immoral, ar-
bitrary and beyond repair” use of 
the death penalty should be dis-
mantled. The chairmen of U.S. 
bishops’ domestic policy and pro-
life committees July 3 called “wel-
come step” but also said the death 
penalty must be eliminated. 

First Communions, pp. 12-15

Bishop Peter 
Muhich’s 1st 
Anniversary,  
p.2

Servant of God 
Nicholas Black 
Elk Website 
launched, p. 21



recting campus min-
istry and teaching the-
ology.   

I want to thank 
those of you who have 
sent donations to help 
us welcome these new 
sisters to the diocese, 
get them established in 
a new convent and 
provide for their needs. 
We have received a 
good number of dona-
tions for which I am 
most grateful. If you 
would like to help, donations large and 
small are still needed. 

Looking back over my first year as your 
bishop, I clearly see the hand of God at 
work in our midst. He has seen me through 
challenges and given me many blessings. 
Western South Dakota is now my home, 
and I am honored to be the bishop of a local 
church that has such a rich history and such 
good people. Thank you for your prayers 
and support. I look forward to the things 
God will do in us and through us to build 
up the church in this beautiful place. 

 
+Bishop Peter 

and look forward to visiting the rest soon.  
My guardian angel has kept me safe on long 
drives on the prairie and has helped me find 
things when my Google navigation has 
failed me in the Black Hills. 

My first Christmas and Holy Week as a 
bishop at the Cathedral, my first ordination 
of three permanent deacons and one tran-
sitional deacon were highlights, as were my 
first round of confirmations across the dio-
cese.  

I have enjoyed getting to know my 
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Bishop Peter 
M. Muhich 
Diocese of  
Rapid City 
Exemplum  
Dedi Vobis  

‘I have given you  
an example’

cabd

cabd

Mass of Thanksgiving  
for Sr. Joan Kolbe’s  

Final Vows for  
The Marian Sisters of Lincoln, NE

Terra Sancta Retreat Center 
2101 City Springs Rd., Ste 300 

Rapid City, SD 57702

You are cordially invited to a

Saturday, August 21st 
Mass at 8 a.m. followed by breakfast

On July 9, I celebrated my first anniver-
sary as a bishop.  Even with the challenges 
of the pandemic and the various problems 
we have faced as a diocese I can honestly say 
that I am grateful for everything we have 
been through together.   

Being a new bishop means learning 
many new things, from when to wear my 
mitre and when to hold my crosier to how 
to navigate through personnel matters. It 
has been a busy year. I have particularly en-
joyed getting out to most of our parishes 

Looking back at my 1st year as your bishop
priests and deacons. They have all welcomed 
me warmly and I am impressed with the 
generosity of their service. I am grateful for 
the dedicated religious who serve our local 
church, from the Benedictine Sisters at St. 
Martin Monastery to the Jesuits Fathers 
and Brothers at Pine Ridge, Rosebud and 
St. Isaac Jogues, to the Ursuline Sisters at 
Pine Ridge, to the Franciscan Sisters at 
Standing Rock, to the Sacred Heart Fathers 
in Lower Brule, to our Hermit in Piedmont 
and the Fraternal Society of Saint Peter at 
Immaculate Conception Church in Rapid 
City.   

The staff at our chancery have given me 
able assistance during a time of budget cuts 
and the need to do more with less. We said 
farewell to Susan Safford, who left us after 
years of effective ministry to care for her ill 
father, and recently celebrated Margaret  
Simonson’s retirement after almost 23 years 
in the important role of chancellor. 

An unexpected blessing has been the op-
portunity as bishop to welcome a new reli-
gious community to the diocese. The 
Servants of the Pierced Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary have agreed to send sisters here to as-
sist in important roles at the chancery 
(chancellor and director of pastoral min-
istries/faith formation) and at St. Thomas 
More Middle School and High School di-

Bishop Peter Muhich counts three permanent deacon ordinations and one transitional dea-
con ordination as highlights during his first year as Bishop of Rapid City. On June 29, he pre-
sented Deacon Joshua Lee a book of Gospels after Lee’s ordination as a transitional deacon. 
(L-R) Dcn. Bill White, Dcn. Rich Olsen, Bishop Muhich, Dcn. Greg Sass, Dcn. Joshua Lee, Mas-
ter of Ceremonies  Ken Orrock and Fr. Brian Chistensen, pastor of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Cathedral. (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)
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A Safe Environment for  
Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to  
creating and maintaining the safest possible environment for our 
children and young  people. To report allegations of sexual abuse 
by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, 
Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to  
victims, she can be contacted  privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). 
Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information 
will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their 
right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual  
misconduct involving  children or young people and priests, deacons, lay 
employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be  
investigated.

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct 
are posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydioceseare posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.org.

Bruce Rook has been hired as the director of Human Resources and 
Safe Environment. It is a new position that combines human resources, 
employee benefits and the office of Safe Environment. In conjunction 
with the United States Council of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the  
Protection of Children and Young People, he will conduct Safe Environ-
ment training for clergy, parish and diocesan staff members, as well as 
volunteers. In addition, he will be in charge of background checks for 
those serving the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Rapid City. Rook will 
oversee hiring, employee work records, and insurance benefits. He has  

training in customer service and he is licensed to do investigations and private security with 
the City of Rapid City. He graduated from Rapid City Central High School in 1981 and Black 
Hills State University, Spearfish, in November 2020, with a bachelor’s degree in human serv-
ices and a minor in business. Bruce and his wife, Ellen, are members of St. Isaac Jogues 
Parish, Rapid City.

Rook joins Chancery staff

Thank you to everyone who participated in my Retirement Open House on  
June 29. Many attended in person, others sent gifts and/or cards or con-
tributed to the memory book that I will cherish forever. I appreciate each 

one of you and all the good wishes that were bestowed on me on that 
memorable occasion.  

Serving as chancellor/chief of staff for 22+ years alongside so many 
Christ-centered colleagues has been a great blessing in my life. The three 
bishops under whom I served, our clergy and lay people, taught me much 

about our beloved church and ministry in our local diocese. I am truly 
grateful that the Lord has blessed my life so generously.  

With prayers, 
Margaret S. Simonson

July 21, Wednesday
10 a.m. Sioux Spiritual Center Board Meeting, Sioux Spiritual Center 
July 25, Sunday
11 a.m. Mass for Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk,  
St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City 
July 27, Tuesday
6:30 p.m.  Catholic Social Services Board Meeting, CSS Building,  
Rapid City 
July 29, Thursday
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders Meeting, Chancery 
August 1, Sunday
5:30 p.m. Mass and Dinner with Seminarians and Parents,  
Rapid City Newman Center 
August 2, Monday
Clergy/Seminarian Day, Hot Springs, Angostura 
August 10, Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Staff Mass, Chancery Chapel 
August 12, Thursday
10 am. Chancery Cabinet Leaders Meeting, Chancery
August 14, Saturday 
5 p.m. Mass and BBQ, St. Martin Chapel, Sturgis 
August 17, Tuesday
11 a.m. Mass for Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk, Pine Ridge

Bishop’s Calendar
July 21-August 17, 2021

Subject to change without noticeSubject to change without notice
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From July 1, 2020, to June 30, 2021, the 
Eagle Butte shelter housed 238 people 
seeking refuge from violence. The new 
10,523 square-foot shelter has eight individ-
ual or family bedrooms with en suite bath-
rooms and two separate bedrooms to house 
teenage boys or men. It has a kitchen, dining 
room, living room, enclosed yard with play-
ground equipment, staff offices and meeting 
room spaces. The new facility replaces a 

smaller shelter opened by the Sacred Heart 
Fathers and Brothers 29 years ago.  

 
Greg Fisher, executive director of the Sa-

cred Heart Center, offered thanks to the 
many contributors to the shelter, particularly 
the Chacon family and numerous donors 
whose support made it a reality. 

 
Mike Tyrell, president of St. Joseph Indian 

School, said, “This building is a testament to 

the power of a vision that goes back to 2012 
and the power of sustainability and commit-
ment on the part of the Priests of the Sacred 
Heart. For those who use our services, our 
prayer today is a beacon of hope.” 

 
(Top left) Bishop Peter Muhich led a 

blessing prayer for the group attending the 
dedication — employees, community mem-
bers and supporters from St. Joseph Indian 
School, Chamberlain.  

(Top right) Stephanie Herrald, a shelter 
advocate, points out a walk-in tub during a 
group tour. It will help with elderly people 
seeking refuge.  

 
(Center left) Lorene Thomas, director of 

the shelter is interviewed by Laurie  
Hallstrom, WRC editor. Thomas explained the 
need for the men’s wing, “We work with men 
who are mostly emotionally abused and 
LGBTQ men who are victims of hate crimes,” 
she said. 

 
(Center right) Fr. John Paul Trask, pastor 

of All Saints Church, Eagle Butte, blessing 
the store room with holy water. Bishop 
Muhich blessed other parts of the shelter. 

  
(Lower left) The Bad Bear Singers, a 

Lakota drum group, sang prayer songs at the 
dedication.  

 
In addition to the domestic violence shel-

ter, Sacred Heart Center includes Bear Ne-
cessities Thrift Store, Youth Services, 
counseling and outreach services.  

 
     (WRC photos)   

Shelter, Continued from p. 1_________
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Bishop Peter Muhich has released the 
following priest assignments. All of these 
assignments are effective August 1, 
2021.  

The Jesuit Community of St. Francis 
Mission on the Rosebud Reservation is 
relieved of responsibility for Sacred Heart 
Parish in White River and Our Lady of 
Good Counsel Parish in Wood. 

Fr. John Heying is 
assigned as Pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish 
in White River, in ad-
dition to his assign-
ment as Pastor of the 
Parishes of Christ the 
King in Presho and 
St. Martin in Murdo. 
He is relieved of re-
sponsibility for St. An-
thony of Padua Parish 
in Draper. 

Fr. Ron Garry is as-
signed as Pastor of 
St. Anthony of Padua 
Parish in Draper in 
addition to his assign-
ment as Pastor of St. 
John the Evangelist in 
Fort Pierre. 

Fr. Kevin Achbach 
is assigned as Pastor 
of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church in 
Wood in addition to 
his assignment as 
Pastor of Immaculate 
Conception Parish in 
Winner and St. 
Isidore Parish in 
Colome.

Priests Assignments

To keep news fresh, the  
West River Catholic is publishing 

an online newsletter between 
print issues. On August 18 go to 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org www.rapidcitydiocese.org and 

click on the WRC e-Edition icon.

WASHINGTON — Natural Family Planning Awareness Week,  
July 25-31, is a national educational campaign. The individual  
dioceses offer a variety of educational formats in the local church to 
focus attention on Natural Family Planning methods and church 
teachings.  

For information on classes in the Diocese of Rapid City contact 
Family Life Ministries Director Amy Julian at ajulian@diorc.orgFamily Life Ministries Director Amy Julian at ajulian@diorc.org or Family Life Ministries Director Amy Julian at ajulian@diorc.org or Family Life Ministries Director Amy Julian at ajulian@diorc.org
phone 605-343-3541. The dates of Natural Family Planning Aware-
ness Week highlight the anniversary of the papal encyclical Humanae 
Vitae (July 25) which articulates Catholic beliefs about human  
sexuality, conjugal love, and responsible parenthood. The dates also 
mark the feast of Saints Joachim and Anne (July 26), the parents of 
the Blessed Mother. Pope Francis has designated that feast as World 
Grandparents Day. For further information, contact nfp@usccb.orgGrandparents Day. For further information, contact nfp@usccb.org. 

Julian said, “People know the church teaches NFP as the best 
moral choice; however, it is also the best choice for our bodies,  
relationships and even for the environment.” The Natural Family  
Planning Program of the USCCB develops a poster each year with 
basic supportive materials. The 2021 poster is pictured. 

Celebrate and reverence God's vision of human sexuality
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BY TODD TOBIN 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

 
“The Diocese of Rapid City is  

delighted with the arrival of sisters from 
the Servants of the Pierced Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary,” said Bishop Peter 
Muhich. “Their order is based in Miami, 
Florida, and they are coming to our dio-
cese to work in critical roles at the 
Chancery and the Rapid City Catholic 
School System.”  

At the Chancery, Sr. Christine  
Hernandez, SCTJM, will serve as chan-
cellor, and Sr. Rachel Gosda, SCTJM, is 
the new director of Faith Formation and 
Pastoral Ministries. At the Rapid City 
Catholic School System, Sr. Maria 
Belen Musgrove, SCTJM, will lead 
campus ministry functions at St. 
Thomas More Middle School and Sr. 
Brooke Happ, SCTJM, will do the same 
at St. Thomas More High School.  

Currently, the sisters are busy moving 

into their Chancery offices and residen-
tial quarters at their Convent of Our 
Lady of Fatima.  

“They traveled more than 2,100 miles 
to get here, with much energy, time, and 
cost involved in such an endeavor. Many 
people have helped get the convent 
ready for their arrival and have been 
generous in assisting with the financial 
costs,” said Rick Soulek, Chief Financial 
Officer for the diocese. 

He added, “The diocese is still  
accepting monetary donations for the 
sisters’ convent (furniture and housing) 
and transportation (automobile) costs. 
You can donate online or call the  
Development Office at 605-343-3541.  

The online donation point is 
www.rapidcitydiocse.org, select “Make a 
Gift” from the top green menu bar.  

“Please keep the sisters in your 
prayers as their journey with us will be a 
fantastic experience for Catholics in 
western South Dakota,” Soulek said. 

 

Sisters bring spiritual energy to the diocese

Welcome Sisters 
Diocesan Facilities Manager, Mark Hazel used his family van to pick up the sisters at the air-
port. His daughter, Mary jumped right in to welcome them. In addition, the religious order 
sent plenty of helping hands to get the four women working here settled. (Courtesy photo) 



At the beginning of 
June, Bishop Peter 
commissioned three 
teams of college stu-
dents and sent them 
out, crisscrossing our 
diocese. They are  
catechizing on the 
Beatitudes and Virtues, 
the Joyful Mysteries of 
the Rosary and  
witnessing to the 
power of Jesus Christ 
in their lives as they 
shared the life-giving 
message of the Gospel 
with our children, 
youth and families. 
These six men and six 
women are part of Duc 
in Altum, our diocesan 
vocation program for 
the summer. Duc In 

Altum draws its name from the call of 
Simon the fisherman in chapter five of 
Luke’s gospel.  

Jesus invites Simon Peter to put out 
into the deep water (Duc in Altum) and 
lower his nets for a catch. Simon Peter  
responds to Jesus with these words, “Mas-
ter, we have worked hard all night and have 

using an image drawn from the writings 
of St. Catherine of Siena.  She sees the 
Gospel message in the image of a bridge 
that is built on 5R’s: 

1. Relationship: What We’re Made For 
2. Rebellion: The Chasm 
3. Reconciliation: The God-Man  

solution 
4. Re-creation: Transformation in 

Christ 
5. Response: “Follow Me” 
As part of this program, we have asked 

our pastors and those who work with 
their youth to conduct a five-week Bible 
study titled The CRUX  
(https://focusequip.org/wp-content/up 
loads/2020/11/The-Crux_Booklet.pdf ) 
put out by FOCUS as a follow-up to Duc 
in Altum.   

After spending a week with our young 
men and women, the youth of a parish 
will be invited to this introductory Bible 
study on the kerygma, the basic proclama-
tion of the Gospel. It culminates in an in-
vitation to accept the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  

Over the years, we have seen much 
good fruit from our diocesan youth  
programs. We are hopeful that this, too, 
will bear abundant fruit in the lives of our 
young people across the diocese.  
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Fr. Mark  
McCormick 

Director  
Office of 

Vocations 
MMcCormick 

@diorc.org 

caught nothing, but at your command I will 
lower the nets” (Lk 5:5). Much to Simon 
Peter’s surprise, they caught a great  
number of fish, so many that their nets 
were near the breaking point.  

Like Simon Peter, these 12 missionary 
disciples are called to work hard all  
summer long, repeatedly casting and 
pulling in their nets, packing and  
unpacking their vehicles, and driving from 
one parish to the next, week after week. 
And like Simon Peter, they, too, will be 
amazed by the number of children, youth 
and families whose faith is re-awakened 
by their evangelizing spirit.  

These 12 bring me so much hope! Ten 
of the 12 are from our own diocese; the 
other two are from the Diocese of Sioux 
Falls. Our Catholic faith is alive in the 
hearts of our young people, and this 
should be a great cause for rejoicing!  

Four of them are active in our local 
Newman Centers, three of them from the 
Newman Center at Black Hills State  
University in Spearfish and one from the 
Newman Center at South Dakota School 
of Mines and Technology.  

The Duc in Altum and the Totus Tuus 
programs have borne much fruit in  
building a culture of vocations in the  
families and parishes of our diocese. I  

recall the words of St. John Paul II who 
spoke a number of times on the  
importance of “putting out into the deep.”  

At the 2005 World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations he said, “... one needs to open 
one’s heart to the abundance of grace and 
to allow the word of the Redeemer to act 
with all its power: ‘Duc in altum!’ Whoever 
opens his heart to Christ will not only  
understand the mystery of his own  
existence, but also that of his own  
vocation; he will bear the abundant fruit 
of grace.”  

This year we are trying something new 
in our DIA  program to keep us casting 
our nets out into the deep waters of faith 
in Christ and to continue to encourage 
our young people to keep their hearts 
open to the voice of Jesus, who is always 
calling them to more. We are using the 
book “Foundations for Discipleship” by 
Curtis Martin and Edward Sri, founders 
of FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic  
University Students). In the evenings, we 
are introducing our middle and high 
school youth to the Win-Build-Send 
model of FOCUS — win their hearts for 
Christ, build them up in faith, and send 
them out to give witness to their faith.  

Our DIA teams are helping them to 
learn how to share the Gospel message 

Duc In Altum teams ready to go — by the red car: Michael Eastmo, Payton Miller, Alexis  
Cherveny, and Josiah Hanson; by the white car: John Vargo, Ashlyn Thomas, Vocations  

Director Father Mark McCormick, Morgan Gorman, and Parker Schlenker; by the blue car: 
Eric Wesolick, Emma Fulkerson, Alissa Stephens, and Iain Thomas. (Photo by Corbin Olson)

Youth programs should be a great cause for rejoicing



Liberation from 
lockdowns and quar-
antines ought not be 
liberation from serious 
reading, opportunities 
for which being one of 
the few boons of the 
recent past. Here are 
some suggestions for 
summer enrichment.   

Archbishop Charles 
J. Chaput, OFM Cap., 
may have retired from 
the tasks of episcopal 

governance, but he certainly hasn’t aban-
doned the fields where the battle for de-
cency is being contested. To some, this 
makes him a “culture-warrior;” to those with 
more discernment, it makes him a bishop-
teacher in the great tradition of churchmen 
like Charles Borromeo and Francis de Sales.  

“Things Worth Dying For: Thoughts 
on a Life Worth Living” (Henry Holt) is 
the latest contribution to a serious Catholic 
consideration of our present moment, its 

Michael D. Breidenbach sheds new light on 
that fascinating question in “Our Dear-
Bought Liberty: Catholics and Religious 
Toleration in Early America” (Harvard 
University Press), an original, provocative 
contribution to the study of U.S. Catholic 
history.  

Erika Bachiochi is, like Michael Brei-
denbach, a former student of mine, of 
whom my colleagues and I in the Cracow-
based Tertio Millennio Seminar on the Free 
Society are very proud. In “The Rights of 
Women: Reclaiming a Lost Vision” (Uni-
versity of Notre Dame Press), legal scholar 
Bachiochi, a mother of seven, builds an in-
tellectual bridge across the generations of 
feminist thought from Mary Wollstonecraft 
to Mary Ann Glendon; offers a bracing cri-
tique of various currents in contemporary 
feminist theory, including the autonomy-
driven thought of the late Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg; and thereby makes an important 
contribution to thoughtful reflection on 
contemporary American culture and soci-
ety. 

Yes, I read novels occasionally. One to 
which I’ve returned several times since it 
was assigned for summer reading in 1967 is 
Paul Horgan’s masterful tale of the settle-
ment of what’s now Arizona, “A Distant 
Trumpet” (Nonpareil Books). The author 
anticipated Larry McMurtry in giving us 
the Old West without gloss; what Horgan 
added to the mix in “A Distant Trumpet” 
was a keen insight into what it means to 
grow into manhood and what loyalty to 
moral principle means — and can cost. Paul 
Horgan never wore his Catholicism on his 

Celebrating Native Holy Men & Women
Holy Mass, Sunday, Aug. 1, 2021, 5:30 p.m. 
at Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

520 Cathedral Dr., Rapid City, SD 57701
Meal following in Cathedral Hall 
A joint celebration of the Cathedral Parish  

& St. Isaac Jogues Parish, Rapid City 
Mass will be livestreamed at www.Facebook.com/CatheralOLPH
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discontents and possibilities, from this 
model bishop. 

Catholic priests have taken a beating in 
both popular culture and so has the church 
in recent decades. All the more reason, then, 
to celebrate the life and accomplishment of 
a priest who spent his life for the poorest of 
the Lord’s poor in some of the toughest 
parts of the Third World. In “Priest and 
Beggar: The Heroic Life of Venerable 
Aloysius Schwartz” (Ignatius Press), Kevin 
Wells tells the extraordinary story of a 
Washington native, Father Al, who dis-
played a distinctively American form of 
sanctity as he walked the Way of the Cross 
throughout his ministry and in his suffering 
from Lou Gehrig’s Disease.  

How did the Calvert family, founders of 
the Catholic colony of Maryland, and the 
Carroll family, who gave America its first 
bishop and its sole Catholic signer of the 
Declaration of Independence, navigate the 
rocks and shoals of anti-Catholic British 
penal laws and absurdly expansive Roman 
notions of the papacy’s role in civil affairs? 

GGeeoorrggee
WWeeiiggeell

Senior fellow  
Ethics and  

Public Policy 
 Center in  

Washington, D.C.

Summer reading options recommended
literary sleeve, but the Catholic sacramental 
imagination shaped his fiction nonetheless. 
Father Robert Imbelli is an adornment of 
the American Catholic theological scene. 
Friends recently honored his 80th birthday 
with a book, “The Center Is Jesus Christ 
Himself: Essays on Revelation, Salvation, 
and Evangelization in Honor of Robert P. 
Imbelli” (Catholic University of America 
Press). The title is an apt summary of Father 
Imbelli’s theological project, which has al-
ways aimed at deepening his students’ and 
readers’ love for the Lord.  

We say it so often that the prayer Jesus 
gave us risks becoming mere routine. Father 
John Gavin, SJ, makes the greatest of 
prayers come alive again with the help of 
the “Fathers of the Church in Mysteries 
of the Lord’s Prayer: Wisdom from the 
Early Church” (Catholic University of 
America Press).  

The first two volumes of Cardinal 
George Pell’s “Prison Journal” (Ignatius 
Press) have introduced a world audience to 
the truth about an oft-caricatured man: that 
he is a Christian hero whose grace under 
extraordinary pressure was and is rooted in 
his profound faith. The third volume, due 
out in October, will complete a remarkable 
trilogy that, in the ways of providence, grew 
out of a grave injustice.  

I’m pleased that many people have told 
me that they’ve found my “Not Forgotten: 
Elegies for, and Reminiscences of, a Di-
verse Cast of Characters, Most of Them 
Admirable” (Ignatius Press) “encouraging” 
in these challenging times. I hope you will, 
too.   

On the lighter side
This is the cover of the book “Dogwinks: True Godwink 

Stories of Dogs and the Blessings They Bring,” by SQuire 
Rushnell and Louise DuArt. The book is reviewed by Regina 
Lordan.  

All of the dogs, or as the authors like to call them, 
"God's furry friendly agents on earth," are representative 
of so much that is to be celebrated about faith: mercy, 
service, compassion, hope and love. The dogs' compan-
ionship and bravery exemplify that God does have a plan 
for all of us, and if he is in control, remarkable things can 
happen. “Dogwinks” is a sweet book to digest after a long 
day, like a warm cup of tea with just enough honey and 
milk. Easy enough for an older child to read, “Dogwinks” 
is appropriate for all audiences. (CNS photo/courtesy 
Howard Books) 
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Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father

August
The Church;The Church; Let us pray for the church, that she may receive from the Holy Spirit 
the grace and strength to reform herself in the light of the Gospel. 

September
An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle;An Environmentally Sustainable Lifestyle; We pray that we all will make  
courageous choices for a simple and environmentally sustainable lifestyle,  
rejoicing in our young people who are resolutely committed to this.

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

A Jubilee Celebration was held June 21 at St. Martin Monastery, Rapid City. Sister 
Lorane celebrated 70 years as a Benedictine Sister; while Sister Mary Wegher and Sister 
Nadine Hardinger were recognized for 60 years of religious service. 

Sister Lorane Coffin
Sister Lorane Coffin’s early ministry included ten years of  

teaching in Rapid City diocesan parochial schools and five years at 
St. Martin Academy.  

She worked in pastoral ministry at St. Isaac Jogues at the time of 
the 1972 flood and also served as monastery formation director. In 
1985 she and two other sisters began working in pastoral ministry in 
Columbia Falls, Montana, and in 1990 they established a small 
monastery connected to St. Martin in Rapid City. Sister Lorane was 
elected prioress of St. Martin from 2000-2008. Currently she serves 
as treasurer and assists with liturgy preparation at the monastery 

Sister Mary Wegher, OSB
Sister Mary entered St. Martin Monastery in 1959 and made her 

first profession in 1961. Her primary ministry was elementary edu-
cation, usually first or second grade. She graduated from Holy Family 
College in Manitowoc, Wisconsin and has a Spiritual Direction Cer-
tificate from Pecos, New Mexico. She taught in Catholic schools in 
South Dakota, California, and Wyoming. At St. Martin Monastery 
she has been treasurer, vocation and formation director, and prioress.  
Her current ministries are with guests and the gift shop.    

Sister Nadine Hardinger, OSB
Sister Nadine entered St. Martin Monastery in 1959 and made 

her first profession in 1961. She graduated from Holy Family College 
in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, in 1972.  

She taught in Catholic Schools in Rapid City, and Casper. She 
worked as bookkeeper at St. John Hospital and St. Martin Monastery 
and as housekeeper and chauffeur at St. Martin. She cared for her 
mother who had dementia for 12 years. 

Her greatest joy was playing the organ. Along with her other min-
istries, she was organist at St Martin, St. Mary in Lemon and  
St. Isaac Jogues in Rapid City. (Photos courtesy Sr. Yvette Mallow) 

Contingency Board increases interest rates
BY RICK SOULEK, CFO DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY  

The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund, Inc., Board met on May 21 in The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund, Inc., Board met on May 21 in The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund,
Rapid City. Since June 2019, parish deposits have earned 2.25% interest and parish loans 
were charged 3.50% interest.  

Effective June 1, 2021, the Contingency Board voted to increase the rate on parish de-
posits to 2.50% and to decrease the rate charged on Parish Loans to 3.25%.  This move in 
interest rates was due to the better than anticipated investment earnings over the course 
of the past year.  

The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund is a centrally managed pool of 
funds created by parishes in our diocese for the benefit of all parishes. Any deposits not 
loaned to parishes are invested by First Interstate Wealth Management.     

By pooling their funds, parishes earn a greater amount of interest on their savings than 
most savings accounts while allowing their fellow parishes to pay less interest on their 
loans than from outside sources. The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund  
allows parishes to help parishes in a win-win situation.  

The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund, Inc., Board 
meets quarterly to review financial statements, investments and 
to approve interest rates for the upcoming quarter. Each dean-
ery in our diocese is represented on the Contingency Board. 
If you would like to be considered serving on 
this board, please contact Rick Soulek the 
Chief Financial Officer of the Diocese of 
Rapid City. He may be contacted at 605-343-
3541 or email, rsoulek@diorc.org. 3541 or email, rsoulek@diorc.org.   

St. Martin Monastery observes three jubilees



decades-old bi-parti-
san consensus behind 
Hyde. Further pressure 
is coming. 

What can we as 
Catholic citizens do? 
To start, I encourage 
you to visit  
www.No TaxPayer 
Abortion.com and 
read and sign the 
USCCB-backed peti-
tion in defense of 
Hyde. In politics, 
speaking together as a 
group matters. State 
Catholic conferences 
across the country are 
encouraging citizens 
to sign this petition. This is one-way 
Catholic citizens can join their voices to 
others to be heard. 

Finally, but most importantly, please 
pray.  Ask for the Blessed Mother’s inter-
cession.  Also on my heart is a desire to 
invoke the prayer of St. Teresa of Calcutta.  
A tireless servant of the poor, she was a 
great advocate of the unborn.  In a 1994 
legal brief to the Supreme Court pleading 
with it to reverse Roe v. Wade, she wrote, 
“I have no new teaching for America. I 
seek only to recall you to faithfulness to 
what you once taught the world. Your na-
tion was founded on the proposition —
very old as a moral precept, but startling 
and innovative as a political insight — 
that human life is a gift of immeasurable 
worth, and that it deserves, always and 
everywhere, to be treated with the utmost 
dignity and respect.”  May this beautiful 
truth be heard once more in the hearts of 
our fellow citizens! Dear Mother of God, 
and Saint Mother Teresa, pray for us!  
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Dr. Paula Sorensen 
Dr. Eryn Caudill 

Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care 

2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702 

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES 
www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com

• Contact Lens Specialists  
   including bifocal contact lenses 
• Great frames & sunglasses 
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management 
• Family & second pair discounts 
• Urgent eye care for infections,  
   foreign body removal & other eye problems

Christopher 
Motz

Executive  
Director South 

Dakota Catholic 
Conference  

 
cmotz@ 

sdcatholic 
conference.  

org 

Get ready to start paying for abortions 
with your tax-dollars as the federal  
government is poised to eliminate the 
Hyde Amendment and fund abortions for 
the first time in nearly half a century.  

Named for its original author, former-
Congressman Henry Hyde of Illinois, the 
Hyde Amendment is the name given to a 
federal appropriations bill rider that bans 
federal dollars from being used to fund 
many abortions in the United States. It is 
not a permanent fixture in law; rather, it 
must be renewed annually. As bi-partisan 
legislation, it enjoys broad support and has 
been approved every year for 45 years. 
During this period, every president –  
regardless of party affiliation – has sup-
ported Hyde. It has served as a model for 
similar bans on abortion funding in other 
areas of federal spending. 

In what is a shocking departure from 
this longstanding precedent, the Hyde 
Amendment was conspicuously absent 
from the annual appropriations package 
submitted by President Joe Biden and 
passed by the House of Representatives 
earlier this year. It is currently pending in 
the Senate. This action follows a 2020 
change in Biden’s position on taxpayer 

funding for abortions. After supporting 
Hyde during his decades-long tenure in 
the Senate, during last year’s presidential 
race, Biden’s campaign website stated, 
“Vice President Biden supports repealing 
the Hyde Amendment.” Word became 
deed when his first budget proposal as the 
chief executive arrived to the House. 

Historically, Hyde originated in the 
political and legal turbulence that  
followed Roe v. Wade. After the Supreme 
Court effectively legalized abortion  
nationwide in 1973, the federal Medicaid 
program began paying for 300,000 abor-
tions per year. Three years later, when 
Congressman Hyde proposed his name-
sake amendment he found broad support 
for what was widely seen as a common-
sense compromise. In the years since, the 
Hyde Amendment’s language has varied 
slightly, as there have been changes to the 
exceptions to the funding ban in some 
cases. But the basic, bi-partisan commit-
ment to the concept has endured. All told, 
it is estimated that nearly 2.5 million chil-
dren’s lives have been saved by Hyde.  

The end of the Hyde Amendment is 
also expected to cause a shift in state-level 
policy. According to the USCCB’s pro-life 

secretariat, “eliminating the Hyde Amend-
ment would likely force every state to  
include elective abortions as part of their 
Medicaid benefits, or else be ejected from 
the federal Medicaid program. This would 
even require overriding some states'  
constitutional provisions against abortion 
funding.” While seventeen states currently 
pay for abortions through their own  
contributions to the state-implemented 
Medicaid program, South Dakota, like 
most states, does not. According to a study 
from the pro-abortion Guttmacher Insti-
tute, the abortion rate is four times higher 
for Medicaid-eligible women in states that 
pay for abortion than in states that don’t.  

The rejection of Hyde also portends the 
end of other pro-life budget amendments 
modeled on it.  Recently the House  
Appropriations Committee began consid-
ering the first of their fiscal year 2022 
funding bills.  Missing from these bills 
were several key pro-life provisions that 
have been there for decades: the Dornan 
Amendment, which bans taxpayer funding 
in the District of Columbia, the Helms 
Amendment, which bans abortion fund-
ing in foreign assistance spending, and  
another provision that excludes abortion 
coverage from federal employee health  
insurance. 

It is indisputable that ending the Hyde 
Amendment will lead to more abortions. 
It bears repeating how significant this is: 
abortion proponents not only wish for the 
legal freedom to kill children in utero, they 
want public coffers to pay for it.  But their 
arguments are empty.  Many suggest it’s 
“discriminatory” to deny free abortion  
coverage to Medicaid-eligible women. To 
be clear, we have obligations to the poor; 
the church’s social teaching beautifully ar-
ticulates a “preferential option” for the 
poor. Yet it is the height of injustice to  
respond to the poor’s cries for help with 
their human needs with free abortion.  
This, truly, is the discrimination, to offer 
violence in response to a need for help and 
authentic love. 

Even if Hyde and similar pro-life pro-
visions are saved by the Senate filibuster’s 
60-vote requirement, as seems likely this 
fiscal year, abortion advocates’ efforts have 
intensified and will undoubtedly continue 
into the future. They have already made a 
significant advance in breaking the 

Contemporary Issues

Ending the Hyde Amendment will increase abortions
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Special Collection August 7-8, 2021 
www.usccb.org/africa 

Copyright © 2020 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,  
Washington D.C. All rights reserved. Photo: Paul Jeffrey

Rapid City — The Cathedral Parish celebrated their Patronal Feast — Our Lady of Per-
petual Help — on Sunday, June 27. The celebration included the Feast Day Mass with 
Bishop Peter Muhich, a cookout, activities, and games. Following Mass, parishioners 
processed out of the church singing, “Hail! Holy Joseph, Hail.” On the southside of the 
building, Bishop Muhich blessed a marble statue of St. Joseph.  The Feast celebra-
tions were also an occasion to relaunch the parish’s “In Steel and Stone” Capital 
Campaign. The parish had not focused a lot of attention on the capital campaign dur-
ing the time of the Corona virus. According to the Cathedral pastor, Fr. Brian Chris-
tensen, the “In Steel and Stone” campaign and the new parish hall are now dedicated 
to St. Joseph.  “In this special year of Saint Joseph, we are excited to implore the help 
and intercession of the ‘Guardian of the Redeemer’ and the ‘Protector the Holy 
Church’ as we move forward to complete our capital campaign and begin construction 
of our new parish hall.” Pictured behind the statue, three memorial walls were 
erected to pray for people who survived Covid; remember those who died this past 

year; and give thanks for all the caregivers who served heroically. The new hall will 
house a time capsule from 2020 to let future generations know how parishioners 
lived out the COVID-19 pandemic. (WRC photo)  

Cathedral parish celebrates Extravaganza Day 
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Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City

St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis

St.  
Bonaventure 

McIntosh

Christ the 
King, 

Porcupine

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City
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@RapidCitydiorc @RapidCitydiorcDioceseofRapidCity

or online: www.rapidcitydiocese.org

Silent Retreat 
July 23-31, Friday-Saturday, eight-day Silent Ignatian Retreat with Fr. Damian 
O’Connell, SJ (12 spaces only) To register, visit 
www.siouxspiritualcenter.org/retreats.  
Natural Family Planning 
July 25-31, Natural Family Planning Awareness Week (See p. 5) 
Mercy Night 
Friday, July 30, St. Rose of Lima Church, Hill City, 6-9 p.m. Mass at 6 p.m.  
followed by adoration, reconciliation, praise and worship music and prayer 
teams. After Mass Randy Sowers will give a presentation on the Holy Spirit. 
Secular Franciscans 
August 1, Jan Winegar’s profession of vows for the Living Stones Secular 
Franciscans will take place at the 5:30 p.m. Mass, St. Therese Church, 532 
Adams St., Rapid City. A reception will follow Mass. 
Celebrating Native Holy Men and Women 
Sunday, August 1, at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 520  
Cathedral Dr., Rapid City, Mass at 5:30 p.m. Meal to follow in Cathedral Hall. 
Joint celebration of Cathedral Parish and St. Isaac Jogues Parish, Rapid City.  
Benedictine Retreat 
September 10-11  Retreat on “Benedictine Values” at St. Martin Monastery. 
To preregister call 605-343-8011, Sr. Therese Marie, OSB. Everyone  
welcome.  

Welcome to Our Lord’s Table continued_________________________

St. John the 
Evangelist, 

Ft. Pierre
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In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination 
and death anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Every effort has been 
made to have a complete list. 
August
Ordinations: August 16, Dcn. Fred Tully; August 30, Dcn. Raul Daniel 
Birthdays: August 6, Fr. Brian Christensen and Fr. Mark Horn; August 12,  
Fr. James Kubicki, SJ; August 14, Fr. Arnold Kari; August 17, Frs. Timothy  
Castor and James Lafontaine, SJ; August 24, Fr. Joseph Daoust, SJ  
Necrology
August 1, 2017, Gerald Scherer; August 5, 1967, Francis Monighan;  
August 10, 1967, William Boyd; August 10, 2005, Dcn. Albert Grant; August 
12, 1950, Alfred Abler; August 14, 1961, William Parry, SJ; August 15, 1928, 
Leo Scherer, OSB; August 16, 1941, Silvester Lehmen, OSB; August 16, 1979, 
Martin Schlitz, SJ; August 19, 1936, John Hoey; August 19, 1980, John  
Cowley; August 22, 1887, Patrick Colovin, CSC; August 22, 1996, Patrick  
O’Connor; August 24, 1966, John O’Hara; August 24, 1997, Dcn. Ronald 
Gravel; August 25, 1972, Cecil Folkins;  August 29, 2015, William O’Connell;  
August 30, 1970, Michael Thompson; August 31, 1939, John Fitzgerald.  

September
Ordinations: September 13, 1986, Dcn. James “Heavy” Garnett; September 
22, 1979, Dcn. Earl “Joe” Witte; Bishop Peter Muhich (priestly ordination). 
Birthdays: September 12, Fr. Adam Hofer; September 17, Dcn. Paul Keller; 
September 22, Dcn. Michael Curtin; September 28, Fr. James Hoerter;  
September 29, Fr. Jacob Bodickker, SJ. 
Necrology: September 2, 2009, Earl Kurth, SJ; September 4, 2009, John 
Birdsall; September 7, 1952, James Sweeney;  September 9, 2016,  
Dcn. Thomas Lane; September 11, 1936, John Hanton; September 12, 2018, 
Robert Baden; September 14, 1954, Joseph Zimmerman, SJ; September 14, 
1972, Bishop William McCarty; September 16, 1966, Hugo Eichenhofer;  
September 20, 1947, Michael Kelly; September 20, 1957, John Vigneron; 
September 21, 1949, Austin Bonner; September 21, 1987, Vincent Carty; 
September 22, 1997, Dcn. Francis Hairy Chin; September 23, 1951, Henry 
Kipp; September 25, Dcn. Theodore Knife; September 29, 1967, Francis Bell. 

In Your Prayers



WRC  17July  2021

Since 1909, a commitment to our communities has been one of RBC Wealth Management’s core values.  
It’s part of how we run our business day in and day out. We believe that our most visible imprint is through 
the great work being done by the organizations we support.

Proud to support the  
Catholic school system

Non-deposit investment products o昀ered through RBC Wealth Management are not FDIC insured, are not a deposit or other obligation of,  
or guaranteed by, a bank, and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal amount invested. 
© 2020 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved. 20-RC-1525 (03/20)

Hillard Wealth Solutions Group
246 Founders Park Drive, Suite 101 
Rapid City, SD  57709

(605) 343-7720 
Toll free: (800) 658-5544 
www.hillardwsg.com

Obituary/News

Sister M. Genevieve Cuny, 90, passed 
away June 19, at Marian Residence in Al-
liance, Neb. 

She was born July 16, 1930, in Pine 
Ridge to Wilson and Florence (Twiss) 
Cuny and was given the name, Carmelita. 

Sister Genevieve entered the Sisters of 
St. Francis as a candidate on Sept. 8, 1951. 
She professed her vows on Aug. 15, 1954, 
at Marycrest Convent in Denver, Colo., and 
took the name Sr. Mary Genevieve. She re-
ceived her B.S. degree from Regis College, 
Denver in 1959, her M.A. in Business Ed-
ucation from Detroit University in 1967 
and her M.A. in Religious Studies from 
Loyola University in Chicago, Ill., in 1985. 

From 1954 to 1973 she taught at St. 
Mary High School, O’Neill, Neb., then in 
S.D., at St. Francis and Holy Rosary Mis-
sions, then she taught at St. Agnes Acad-
emy in Alliance, Neb. She served in Pastoral 
Ministry at the missions in South Dakota 
until 1984 and served as diocesan Director 
of Native American Catechetics beginning 
in1985, in Rapid City, and then as interim 
Director of Religious Education in the late 
1980s. Sr. Genevieve served as Provincial 
Secretary-Treasurer at Queen of Peace Or-

atory in Denver from 
1991 to 1996 and then 
returned to Holy Rosary 
Mission as Director of 
Catechist Formation. 
From September 2000 
to February 2005 she 
lived in Rome, Italy and 
served as General Treas-
urer for the Generalate, 
the International Head-
quarters for the 
Provinces throughout  
Europe, Africa, Mexico, South and North 
America and Indonesia. Afterwards, she 
resided in Denver until 2009 then moved to 
Marian Residence in Alliance. 

She is survived by her brother, Ray Cuny 
of Rapid City, nieces and nephews, Minnie 
Steele, Tammy Steele, Eileen Steele, Dave 
(Carol) Cuny, Scott Cuny, Chris Cuny, 
Rodney Cuny, Loren Cuny, her brother-in-
law, Bill Underwood and her Franciscan 
family.  

A funeral was held June 22 in Denver at 
Marian Chapel with Fr. Tim Stoner offici-
ating. Burial is at Holy Rosary Cemetery, 
Pine Ridge. 

Sr. Genevieve Cuny, OSF, 90, former Chancery employee ____________________

SR. GENEVIEVE 
CUNY, OSF

Rapid City Catholic  
School System 

 
Substitute Teacher  

Orientation 
for new and existing subs 

 
Wednesday, August 18 

8:30 - 11a.m. 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center 

 
Contact Molly Rausch to  

sign up: mrausch@rccss.org, 
605-348-1477

BY MARK PATTISON 
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The mere 

act of lifting the dispensation from the Sun-
day Mass obligation as the coronavirus pan-
demic eases won’t be enough to get 
Catholics to come back to church, and some 
dioceses and Catholics are actively working 
to bring people back. 

“Just opening our doors and waiting for 
folks to come is a failed strategy for gener-
ations, much less for today’s culture,” said 
Marcel LeJeune, founder and president of 
Catholic Missionary Disciples, in a July 12 
email to Catholic News Service. 

Research by the Catholic Leadership In-
stitute, based in Pennsylvania, indicates that 
25-27% of Massgoing Catholics say they go 
to church “out of habit,” according to insti-
tute president Dan Cellucci. The research, 
Cellucci said, is based on 300,000 parish-
ioners who speak one of 14 languages in 43 
U.S. dioceses. 

“If you were looking at that and the 
(Mass attendance) habit’s been broken for 
18 months in some parts of the country, I 
would posit that those people aren’t going 
to come back if they (parishes) are not care-

Lifting dispensation is not enough to get  
Catholics back to in-person Mass

ful,” Cellucci said. “If they worked through 
18 months without their parish and didn’t 
miss it, why would they put them back into 
their schedule?” he said. 

The parishes “holding their own,” he 
said, or have been thriving “are ones that 
have actually been in relationship with their 
people. They’ve made a deep bond of com-
munity and they work really hard at that. 
They check in with their parishioners, issue 
invitations — all the hallmarks of what we 
know to be practices of good evangelizing 
all the time.” 

Bishop William E. Koenig of Wilming-
ton, Delaware, in an interview with The Di-
alog, Wilmington’s diocesan newspaper, 
prior to his July 13 installation as bishop, 
said, “In coming together as a community 
of faith, we’re also a community. It’s not just 
vertical with God feeding that hunger, but 
it’s also horizontal where we are with one 
another,” he said. “Certainly, praying is the 
highest way we come together as a commu-
nity, but to continue to explore ways, 
whether it’s prayer groups, support groups, 
working as a team for religious education ... 
those ways help us come together, too.” 
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BY BONNIE JOSTEN 
After a 16-month absence resulting 

from the pandemic, June 5 marked a long-
awaited return to our Rapid City NPM 
Chapter quarterly meetings. At St. An-
thony of Padua Church in Hot Springs. 
More than 25 music ministers gathered 
from around the diocese.  

Fr. Grant Gerlach, pastor at St. Anthony, 
welcomed the musicians followed by morn-
ing prayer from the musicians at St. Isaac 
Jogues Church, Rapid City.  

The programming co-coordinator Jea-
nine Gerlach introduced her son, Father 
Gerlach as the first presenter of the day. He  
provided an overview of “Sing To The 
Lord,” supplemented by a diagram depict-
ing the interchange between God and his 
Eucharistic people in the liturgy. He said, 
“Jesus is the song that God sings to us, and 
we respond in sung prayers of thankfulness 
and praise.”  

The second presentation, 
“Formation/Implementation of Liturgy 
Committees,” was given by Peggy Lovrien, 

a 45-year member of NPM and retired di-
rector of Liturgy from the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque, Iowa. She gave an overview of 
development of liturgy committees, noting 
Christ’s presence in the Word, the Eu-
charist, the Priest, and the Assembly. The 
emphasis of commissions on the sacred 
liturgy, sacred music, and sacred art are fre-
quently consolidated in a diocesan Office of 
Worship. Lovrien addressed how faith 
grows when it is expressed well in celebra-
tion — Good celebrations can foster and 
nourish faith, while poor celebrations may 
weaken it (STL, 5) — and noted our goal 
is a strong, vibrant and engaging liturgical 
celebration, because it strengthens the “true 
Christian spirit” (discipleship) in each of us 
and sends us to carry out Christ’s mission 
to build the kingdom in our daily lives 
(evangelize).   

Following lunch a brief business meeting 
was held to address upcoming preparations 
for the NPM 30th anniversary celebration 
in October, a discussion returned to the  
“Sage on Stage” series. Terry Schroeder, 

longtime musician and choir director at 
Blessed Sacrament Church, gave  a look at 
her roots in music ministry, traced back to 
her grandparents, nurtured at college, and 
continuing at Blessed Sacrament during 
and beyond her years as an educator in the 
Rapid City public schools.  

Closing out the day, attendees had an 
overview on Taizé prayer, presented by Brad 
Blauvelt of Our Lady of the Black Hills 
Church, Piedmont. He spoke of Brother 
Roger who experienced the conviction to 
assist people going through ordeals. During 
World War II, he settled in the French vil-
lage of Taizé and offered shelter to refugees 

fleeing the war. Following the war, Brother 
Roger and his fellow brothers formed a 
community committed a life in great sim-
plicity. Blauvelt noted that today, the Taizé 
community consists of nearly 100 brothers, 
Catholic and various Protestant back-
grounds, from around 30 nations. He led a 
Taizé prayer service. 

All Rapid City Diocese music ministers 
and clergy are encouraged to attend quar-
terly NPM meetings at which education, 
prayer and fellowship are the focal points.  
For more information about the Rapid City 
Chapter of National Musicians, go to 
www.npmrc.org or www.facebook.com
/NPMRapidCityChapter. 

Programming co-coordinator Jeanine Gerlach introduced her son, Father Gerlach as the first 
presenter at the NPM meeting. (Courtesy photo) 

Hot Springs parish hosts musicians’ meeting
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Recovering Graves 
Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery in Red  
Scaffold had a large number of unmarked 
graves and the exact locations of graves  
were becoming lost. According to Fr. John 
Paul Trask, pastor of Sacred Heart Parish, 
parishioners were able purchase granite 
headstones in a large quantity at $90 for a  
1” x 10” x 20” marker. Because the price  
was affordable, families purchased a total of 
90 grave markers. They were installed by  
volunteers during a parish work day, July 11. 
Graves were located using a combination of 
Ziebach County and parish records. (Top left) 
Joseph Trask, brother of the pastor from 
Philip, pours concrete in a form to hold a 
headstone. (Lower left) One of the new  
headstones. (Top right) Lena Sitting Crow  
with a newly installed grave marker for her 
sister CherRon Sitting Crow. It is a Lakota  
custom to place mementos on loved ones’ 
graves. Over the years, small fences were 
erected on many graves to help remember 
where the gravesites were before the markers 
were purchased. (Courtesy and WRC photos) 
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Addressing Latin Mass 
July 16, Pope Francis issued a world-wide letter to bishops regarding the celebration of Mass 
in the extraordinary form of the Roman Missal. Bishop Peter Muhich and the Presbyteral 
Council of the Diocese of Rapid City will be reviewing the directives issued by the pope. “Pope 
Francis wants to ensure that any genuine concerns about the celebration of the extraordinary 
form be carefully addressed by diocesan bishops. I am not aware that we have any such prob-
lems here in the Diocese of Rapid City,” said 
Bishop Muhich.

BY DENNIS SADOWSKI  
CLEVELAND (CNS) — A series of 

debilitating crises in recent weeks — from 
a surge in COVID-19 cases to the assassi-
nation of a president — has left Haiti reel-
ing again in uncertainty and forced 
Catholic Relief Services to curtail its out-
reach efforts. 

“As I told someone, this is like the per-
fect storm. Everything is coming together 
to put people on their knees,” Akim 
Kikonda, CRS’ country representative in 
Haiti, told Catholic News Service July 14. 

Beyond the pandemic, Kikonda pointed 
to rising gang violence in neighborhoods 
primarily in and around Port-au-Prince, the 
capital, and damage from Tropical Storm 
Elsa, which swept through southern Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic July 3, tearing 
off roofs, downing trees and flooding farms. 

Four days after the storm, in the early 
hours of July 7, 28 foreign mercenaries, in-
cluding specially trained Colombian sol-
diers, assassinated President Jovenel Moïse, 
creating a deeper vacuum in the country’s 

governance. 
Kikonda said any one of the occurrences 

would pose serious challenges to daily life, 
but that the back-to-back crises the country 
is facing is paving the way to a deepening 
humanitarian crisis. 

The number of reported cases of 
COVID-19 in the Western Hemisphere’s 
poorest nation surged in June, to its highest 
level in a year, according to data compiled 
by the Johns Hopkins University Coron-
avirus Resource Center. 

A positive development is that coron-
avirus cases have receded in July. The coun-
try’s Ministry of Health announced July 14 
that the United States would be sending 
500,000 vaccine doses through COVAX, 
the World Health Organization-backed 
initiative to share COVID-19 vaccines 
across the globe. 

Kikonda said the CRS response to the 
coronavirus involves finalizing a contract 
with a private company to provide psycho-
logical counseling and social service support 
to frontline health care workers treating 

COVID-19 patients. 
“That was disrupted by the assassination,” 

Kikonda said. Negotiations on finalizing the 
contract were expected to resume July 16 so 
that such services could begin as soon as 
possible. 

CRS, the U.S. bishops’ overseas relief and 
development agency, also will be supporting 
initiatives in collaboration with other hu-
manitarian organizations to raise awareness 
about the importance of being vaccinated. 

Meanwhile, fighting among gangs has 
displaced 13,000 people and forced busi-
nesses to close and street-side vendors to re-
treat to their homes, Kikonda said. 

“People are sleeping in sports centers 
and community shelters. Small businesses 
were looted and destroyed. Now the people 
have to depend on aid, which they didn’t a 
few weeks ago,” he told CNS. 

Such violence, coupled with Moïse’s as-
sassination, caused CRS leaders to suspend 
programming throughout Haiti and order 
agency employees to stay at home, Kikonda 
said. The order covered all three CRS of-
fices — in Port-au-Prince, and Les Cayes 
and Jeremie on the southwest peninsula 

The agency’s offices on the peninsula re-
opened July 12, while the staff in Port-au-
Prince returned the next day.

CRS gradually restores services in Haiti amid series of crises



Remember HIS  
will in yours 

If you are planning to create or 
update your will and would like  
to include the Catholic Church, 

please call us. We can help. 

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 
Phone 605-721-6843  

www.wsdcf.org 
(Mailing) PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709 
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BY KATHY CORDES 
DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST 

Dating back to late 
1800s, the Two Roads 
pictorial catechism, 
used by Nicholas Black 
Elk and other Native 
Catechists and Jesuits, 
depicted salvation his-
tory.   

A new acquisition to 
the archives, on loan 
from Deacon Bill 
White and his wife 
Terri, is the pictorial 
catechism of the Two 
Roads, “Instruction/on 
by means of the Two 
Roads.”  

Included in the  
display are references 
for further reading.  

The couple spent 
many months dissect-
ing the section of the 
Two Roads as part of 
their Veritatis Splendor 
Master’s project. (The 
VSI program is spon-
sored by the Diocese of 
Rapid City to train cat-
echists.) The couple’s 
purpose was to provide current biblical 
quotes or parts of the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (CCC) for references.  

“We had originally wanted to take his 
narrative and update it for current times, 
but after visiting with some of the mem-
bers of the Black Elk board, we decided to 
stick with the authenticity of Black Elk’s 
writing,” White said.  

The Instruction/on by means of the 
Two Roads” explains that the image fea-
tures two roads: the good road leading to 
heaven and the bad road leading to the 
home of the devil.  

“If we desire to go to heaven, and three 
things we must  observe: 

We must believe all that God has  •
  revealed. 

We must observe the commandments  •
of  God. •

We must receive the seven  •
sacraments. 

“There is only one God, but there are three 
persons in God whom we must adore, the Fa-
ther, the Son and the Holy Ghost (CCC.234). 
These three persons are one God. They possess 
all things: all alike. One Wisdom, one kind. 
God is a living spirit ( Jn 4:24) (Rm 5:5). 
He has no body, and don’t need to have any. 
God is very great: can do all things, He 
knows everything, and is in heaven and on 
earth. God made everything according to his 
will (Rom 8:28) (Eph 4:20) (Ps 148:2-5). 

“First, he made angels and they were good, 
but a part of them failed to adore God, so he 
cast them away and made them to suffer. They 
will suffer for all eternity in the home of the 
devil (CCC 391). Those who were obedient to 

God are now in heaven” (CCC.331). 
“I appreciate the work of Deacon Bill 

and Terri to help capture the apostolic zeal 
and creativity of Nicholas Black Elk,” said 
Bishop Peter Muhich.  “We can all appre-
ciate his (Black Elk’s) example of holi-
ness.”  

Starting July 27, watch the Nicholas 
Black Elk website (https://blackelkcanon 
ization.com) and the Facebook page 
(@nicholasblackelkservantofgod) for  
detailed photos from Two Roads image.  

We welcome pictures and narratives for 
both in order to keep the image of Black 
Elk alive and well.  

His catechesis and his work to unite 
peoples together lives on today. Servant of 
God Nicholas Black Elk, pray for us!

Instruction via the Two Roads by Nicholas Black Elk 
Promoting the cause of Sainthood of Nicholas Black Elk 

Visit blackelkcanonization.com to learn more 
about the Two Roads
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West River, SD - Are you  
experiencing numbness,  
tingling, or pain in the hands 
and feet? Are you finding it dif-
ficult to balance and have a fear 
of falling? It’s possible you have 
Peripheral Neuropathy which is 
caused by nerve damage. 

Over time our nerves experience 
a loss of blood supply from  
constriction which leads to  
degeneration. A damaged nerve 
will start to send abnormal  
signals to the brain which will 
bring sensations of burning,  
tingling, and intense pain.  
Further, more serious  
progression of nerve damage 
will present as numbness. If the 
sensation loss is found in the 
feet, the serious risk of falling 
becomes more prevalent. Nerve 
damage in your hands could 
lead to a weakened grip and  
dropping things. 

Figure 1 provides a visual of  
what happens when the blood  
vessels that surround the nerve 

become constricted and shrivel 
up. This prevents the nerve from 
getting the blood supply and  
nutrients it needs to survive. As 
these nerves begin to degenerate 
it leads to Peripheral  
Neuropathy. 

The problem is you may have 
been told your options are either 
to just live with it or take  
prescription drugs that may  
temporarily reduce your  
symptoms but come with  
uncomfortable and serious side 
effects. 

Now for some good news. 
There is a facility right here in 

Rapid City, SD that offers hope 
for relief without having to take 
drugs with harmful side effects. 

Three Factors to  
Effectively Treat  
Neuropathy:
1) Find the Underlying Cause 
2) Evaluate the amount of nerve 
damage 
3) Determine the amount of 
treatment required 

Goals of Treatment:
1) Increase Blood Flow 
2) Stimulate Nerve Fibers 

3) Decrease Pain 
Figure 2: Just as plant’s roots 
grow when watered, the blood 
vessels will grow back around 

the nerves.
By returning blood flow and  

nutrients to the affected area we 
are able to stimulate the 
growth and repair of blood  
vessels and peripheral nerves. 

The only way to determine the 
amount of treatment needed for 
nerves to recover is to run a 
painless, detailed neurological 
and vascular evaluation. There 
is still hope even if you have 
sustained 85% nerve damage. 

Dr. Ariann Wolff, DACM, will 
perform a neuropathy severity 
examination to determine the 
extent of the nerve damage for 
only $40, which consists of  
detailed sensory and vascular  
testing along with an analysis of 
neurological findings. 

West River Acupuncture & 
Wellness will be offering this 
examination from now until  
August 11. 

Call 605-205-5177 to find out if 
you are a candidate for our  
program. 

PERIPHERAL NEUROPATHY SOLUTIONS

ACUPUNCTURE IS OFTEN THE LAST RESORT WITH THE BEST RESULTS

NOW OPEN in RAPID CITY

STOP HURTING, START LIVING AGAIN l YOU DON'T HAVE TO JUST LIVE WITH IT 
CALL TODAY (605)205-5177 to SCHEDULE l WestRiverAcupuncture.com 

343 Quincy St. Suite 105 
Rapid City, SD 57701

Normal  
Nerve

Diseased Blood  Diseased Blood  
Vessels

Nerves shrivel when  Nerves shrivel when  
blood flood disappearsblood flood disappears
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2021: October 4-14 — Italy with Fr. Dan Juelfs. Help him celebrate 
his retirement. Price $4,295, registration due now!  

Final payment Aug. 5, 2021. 

ALL PILGRIMAGES HAVE OPENINGS! New dates!

2022: July 12-23 — Greece, Fr. Kerry Prendivlle, follow in the  
footsteps of St. Paul (includes 4-day Aegean Sea Cruise).  

August 1-12 — Northern Ireland/Scotland & Wales with Fr. Brian Lane. Many 
more pilgrimages can be found at www.selectinternationaltours.com — 

Holy Land, Germany, Poland, Spain, Russia, Croatia etc.  
2023: Summer Lisbon, Portugal & World Youth Day with Jacques Daniel.  

Select International Tours,  Rita Dupres, 605-381-4988 

Totus Tuus 
Vocations Camps

Middle and high school boys and girls participated in Totus Tuus Vocations Camps held 
at Terra Sancta. (Left) Deacon Josh Lee, Father Mark Horn and Father Grant Gerlach 
line up for a game at boys camp, July 11-15. (Above) Girls campers participate in adora-
tion at the Mount of Beatitudes outdoor ampitheater, June 20-25. During the week-long 
camps, students participated in  games, campfires, kayak races, times of prayer, and 
Mass. Girls campers listen to religious sisters sharing their calling and about their  
religious communities, while boys campers hear vocations stories from seminarians and 
diocesan priests. (Courtesy photos)



Every house, in its 
own way, is a living thing. 
It changes as we change. 
It expands with joy and 
contracts under duress.  

This strikes me as a 
Catholic concept. We 
embrace sacramental  
living and elevate each 
home as a “domestic 
church,” the first place a 
soul is formed. But it’s a 
human idea, really. It’s 
something we sense, deep 
down, even if we can’t  

articulate it or sound silly when we try.  
We enter a home and breathe in its  

history. We know it is more than brick and 
stone, greater than the sum of its parts. 
Over time we come to believe the house is 
participating in our lives, tucking our 
memories within its walls, sighing with 
satisfaction, creaking with sorrow. We 
wonder, if we listen well enough, if we 
could hear its beating heart.   

And eventually we dare to imagine that 
a house can love you back, offering beauty 
and security, light and darkness — and  
ultimately, helping you become who you 
were meant to be.     

Mailing label
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That’s what happened to Mary Lyn 
Ray, 75, who became a writer when she 
moved into an old farmhouse in South 
Danbury, N.H. It 
felt like the house in 
her favorite  
childhood book, 
Tasha Tudor’s 
“Snow Before 
Christmas.” Mary 
Lyn was certain that 
somewhere, a house 
like the one in the 
book waited for her.  

Decades passed, 
and Mary Lyn went 
about her business. 
One day, to celebrate 
her mother’s  
birthday, she prom-
ised her family a picnic at “some  
wonderful surprise place” without having 
one in mind.  

As Mary Lyn prepared their food, a 
friend of a friend visited and mentioned a 
pretty spot: a boarded up white farmhouse 
facing a mountain half a mile down a 
back road in South Danbury. 

When Mary Lyn found it, there was a 
flash of recognition. “It looked just like 

House of Grass and Sky: an ode to the place that shapes us 
the Tasha Tudor picture I had been  
carrying with me,” she told me.    

The house had been sitting empty for 
40 years, ensnared 
in estate issues. So 
Mary Lyn waited, 
just as the house 
had waited for her. 
In 1984, five years 
later, she finally 
bought it, working 
with her father to 
make it livable 
while honoring 
what the builder 
had understood 
nearly a century 
and a half ago.  

Never having 
married, Mary Lyn 

would live there alone. As she settled in, 
she found a drawer built into the wall. 
Underneath, written in pencil, were two 
initials: ML. 

Her initials.  
“It gave me shivers,” she said. “It 

seemed the house had known my name 
before I came. I felt as if maybe I had been 
expected.”  

Her education began.  

CChhrriissttiinnaa
CCaappeecccchhii

Freelance  
writer 

Inver Grove 
Heights, Minn. 

“The farm taught me how to be open 
to story,” she said. “It gave me the space, 
and as I began to listen and look and be 
present, it taught me to see how story 
happens and where my story may wait.”  

What poured out, in the ensuing 
decades, was nearly 50 acclaimed chil-
dren’s books, including “Pumpkins,” “Go 
to Sleep, Little Farm” and “Christmas 
Farm.”  

Her new release, “The House of Grass 
and Sky,” tells the story of an old white 
farmhouse much like hers waiting for a 
family. The book is an homage to Mary 
Lyn’s beloved home, enriched by E.B 
Goodale’s watercolor collages. You can 
feel the grass.  

When a new family finally buys “The 
House of Grass and Sky,” they respect its 
history: “They listen to what it’s listened 
to for many years. They take time to  
notice and to wonder.”  

It is a beautiful book for all ages, well 
timed for a wild housing market, as 
Americans pack up and return to their 
hometowns in droves, as parents recon-
sider what kind of childhood they want 
for their kids and empty houses rejoice.   

Christina Capecchi is a freelance writer 
from Inver Grove Heights, Minn.    

Strained sequel to the 1996 sports comedy once again blends live action and  
animation as well as basketball and the Looney Tunes gang of cartoon characters. 
This time out, LeBron James plays himself, as Michael Jordan did in the original, 
while Don Cheadle portrays the artificial intelligence that controls the Warner  
Studios’ “server-verse.” Resentful at a rebuff from James, the anthropomorphized 
algorithm concocts a scheme to absorb both the hoops star and his young son 
(Cedric Joe) into the virtual realm he rules and exploit a temporary rift between the 
two to pit them against each other on the court, with James leading Bugs Bunny 
(voice of Jeff Bergman) and his friends while the lad heads a far more formidable 
squad. Worthy, though obvious, messages about teamwork, altruism, good parent-
ing and the need to give youngsters the freedom to pursue their own goals are 
ham-handedly driven home amid frantic but harmless mayhem. A few unsuitable 

words in the script, credited to fully 
half a dozen screenwriters, make di-
rector Malcolm D. Lee’s annoyingly 
self-referential film unfit for the little 
kids who might be oblivious to its 
obvious flaws and thus most likely 
to enjoy it. Cartoonish violence, a 
few mild oaths. The Catholic News 
Service classification is A-II — adults 
and adolescents. The Motion Pic-
ture Association rating is PG — 
parental guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.

Movie Review: “Space Jam: A New Legacy” (Warner Bros.)




