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In the Fall of 1998, at her Of-
fice in the Douglas School Dis-
trict, Margaret Simonson was 
phoned by then-Vicar 
General, Msgr. 
Michael Woster. He 
shared with her that 
the chancellor position 
was open and asked if 
she was interested in 
being considered for it. 
After a long pause, she 
asked, “What is a 
chancellor?”  

He persuaded her 
to meet with him and 
then subsequently with  
then-Bishop Blase Cu-
pich. That is when the 
new adventure began: 
A brand new bishop 
and a rookie chancellor. 
“We learned a lot together in 
those early years and I will always 
be grateful that Bishop Cupich 
taught me the ropes of what a 
chancellor does”, said Simonson. 

Before she was appointed 
chancellor on Dec. 1, 1998, “I was 
active at the Cathedral, I trained 
lectors and served on the parish 
and diocesan liturgy committees. 
I was also in the lay ministry pro-
gram. I was pretty well involved in 
my faith journey.”  

Officially, she joined the staff, 
as chancellor, but over the years 
her job changed. “I took on the 
roles of chief of staff, director of 
safe environment and director of 
communications.”  

A few years later when the 
Clergy sexual abuse scandal hit in 

the United States and the Charter 
for the Protection of Children and 
Young People was created, she was 

charged with maintaining 
all pertinent files. In 2004 
the Diocese of Rapid City 
took part in the inde-
pendent John Jay study, 
which set out to quantify 
clergy sexual misconduct 
in the United States.  

“That process taught 
me that priests are human 
beings and can be prone 
to sin just like the rest of 
us. I learned to separate 
the person from the ac-
tion and still respect the 
person,” Simonson said.  

In 2013, Bishop 
Robert Gruss nominated 

Simonson for appointment to the 
National Advisory Council of the 
United States Council of Catholic 
Bishops. “I was appointed in 
March 2013. I was elected to the 
executive board as chair-elect in 
2016 and moved on to chair in 
2017.  

“It was a very rewarding expe-
rience,” said Simonson. “By coin-
cidence, it was during my term on 
the NAC board that Bishop Gruss 
presented the request to open the 
process for the Cause for the Can-
onization of Nicholas Black Elk. 
This required the approval of the 
body of bishops.” 

Shortly after the Terra Sancta 
Retreat Center opened in 2012, 
the diocesan staff was split be-
tween the Chancery which con-
sisted of two small buildings 

behind the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, and un-
used office space at Terra Sancta. 
The bishop’s office, administration, 
development, finance and com-
munications, remained at 606 
Cathedral Drive and the tribunal, 
archives, youth and young adult, 
family life ministries, native min-
istries, vocations, and faith forma-
tion moved to Terra Sancta.  

Over the years sev-
eral positions were 
added to the 
Chancery. A part-time 
coordinator was hired 
to implement the safe 
environment program 
throughout the dio-
cese. Then a part-time 
grant writer was hired. 
With small parishes having a hard 
time finding bookkeepers, the 
Chancery added a parish account-

ing department, which required 
additional office space.  

“To serve the whole diocese, we 
needed a building where we could 
house all employees under one 
roof. We just needed more space 
and there was nowhere to expand,” 
she said.   

In 2020 the Chancery was 
moved to a remodeled bank build-
ing in downtown Rapid City, 
“Now we have space with our staff 
under one roof and we have ample 
room for storage. In addition, we 
are greatly blessed to have a chapel 
in our new location,” said Simon-
son.  

Working for the church has 
given her the opportunity of living 
the Gospel 24/7. “Our faith life 
affects everything we do and en-
riches our work. I have come to a 
much deeper appreciation of our 
bishops, priests and religious and 
just how precious their vocations 
are. We need to continue to pray 
for them as they live out their vo-
cations.” 

Simonson has great memories 
of working with Bishop Cupich 

and the team for the We 
Walk by Faith appeal. 
“We went out into the 
parishes so many times 
and met with parish 
leaders. I think that is 
why the appeal was so 
successful.” She said 
renovating the former 
Benedictine convent 

and adding the wall of donors was 
an exciting and happy time for her.  

Simonson recalled when 

Bishop Cupich led a diocesan pil-
grimage to Assisi, Siena and 
Rome. “It was a great honor to 
have a group picture taken with 
Pope John Paul II in celebration of 
our diocesan centennial.”  

In 2011 when Bishop Gruss 
arrived in the diocese, before his 
episcopal ordination, “He walked 
into my office and saw all my 
Green Bay Packers stuff and said, 
‘I think we are going to get along 
just fine.’ 

“In 2014, Bishop Gruss led a 
wonderful pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land and Rome and so I hit up 
my piggy bank once again to par-
ticipate. To walk where Jesus 
walked was an awe-inspiring ex-
perience,” she said. 

 “Bishop Peter Muhich is now 
the new shepherd of the Diocese 
of Rapid City. I find him to be a 
very pastoral and faith-filled man 
who is very organized. He has had 
an extraordinary first year here in 
western South Dakota and has 
handled challenges very well. The 
Lord always seems to send us the 
person we need,” said Simonson. 

Simonson concluded, “Al-
though I will miss the Chancery, 
my co-workers and the people we 
serve, it’s time for the next adven-
ture. Lead me, Lord!”  

CHANCELLOR MARGARET SIMONSON

Chancellor Margaret Simonson retires
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of the diocese and 
how the Servants of 
the Pierced Hearts 
might be able to help. 
Mother and Sr. Ana 
took our conversa-
tions to prayer and let 
me know before they 
left that they believed 
they had sisters who 
could help us in some 
key positions and 
ministries: campus 
ministry at the mid-
dle school and possi-
bly the high school, and chancellor and 
director of pastoral ministries and faith 
formation on my diocesan staff.   

During the last year with the chal-
lenges of the pandemic and clerical mis-
conduct issues in our diocese I have been 
assuring people that God never leaves us 
without the graces and blessings we need 
to deal with our problems. I have also 

been praying that God would 
do new things in our midst. 
The Lord has been listening 
and I firmly believe the ar-
rival of the Servants of the 
Pierced Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary is part of his response 
to our prayers. This unex-
pected relationship with these 
religious women of whom I 

had never heard before has 
been a grace for me and for our diocese.   

Mother will send Sr. Ana back to us 
later this month with the three sisters she 
would send to us so that I can make my 
final discernment and give my approval 
for their assignment here. Please pray for 
them and for me that we would be open 
to God’s will.  

Please join me in thanking God for 
doing something new for our diocese. I 
would also ask you to pray that I find a 
house in Rapid City that would serve as a 
fitting convent for the sisters and that we 
can get it furnished and have things ready 
for them in mid-July when they arrive. 

With a grateful heart for all the Lord is 
doing for us,   

+Bishop Peter  
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Bishop Peter 
M. Muhich 
Diocese of  
Rapid City 

Exemplum  
Dedi Vobis  

‘I have given you  
an example’

The glory of Christ’s resurrection con-
tinues to shine on us as we complete the 
cycle of Easter feasts with the Solemnity 
of the Ascension and the Solemnity of 
Pentecost, the two great liturgical days 
that bring an end to our annual celebra-
tion of the Paschal Mystery. Of course, 
every Sunday is a “little Easter,” and we 
rejoice whenever we can participate in the 
celebration of the Eucharist, which makes 
present the Lord’s death and resurrection 

so that we can be taken up into it and 
share in his victory over sin and death.   

I am grateful to our lay leaders, deacons 
and priests who led our parishes through 
the past year with all its challenges. They 
did great ministry in a very difficult time. I 
am also heartened by the number of our 
people returning to Sunday Mass. Please 
continue to reach out to those still need-
ing to keep their distance because of un-
derlying conditions or ill health. We want 

them to know of our love and concern for 
them. Please also continue to encourage 
those who can safely do so to join us in 
the celebration of Sunday and Holy Day 
Masses. 

I also want to take this opportunity to 
share some good news with you. When I 
first arrived in the diocese, I heard of the 
great contributions of the Benedictine Sis-
ters to our local church over the years. At 
the same time I learned that they were 
preparing to conclude their ministry with 
us as they now grow older as a community.  
Having had the chance to get to know 
them, I have been blessed by their prayers 
and support. We have much to thank 
them for. 

At the same time, I also heard that 
people have been praying that God would 
send us a new group of religious women to 
pick up the mantle that the Sisters of St. 
Martin Monastery will be laying down 
after their many years of faithful service 
and I began asking the Lord if he would 
bless us with a new 
religious commu-
nity willing to 
come to our dio-
cese. 

The Lord has 
been listening to 
our prayers! In 
March two mem-
bers of the Ser-
vants of the Pierced 
Hearts of Jesus and Mary led a retreat for 
the staff of St. Thomas More Middle and 
High School that was well received. Fol-
lowing the retreat Fr. Mark McCormick 
asked for my permission to contact the 
head of the Servants to see if there was 
any possibility that they would consider 
sending sisters here. I agreed and put this 
request into the hands of the Lord and the 
Blessed Mother. In a couple of days I 
heard that Sr. Ana, the Vicar General of 
the Servants, wanted to speak with me.   

After our phone conversation, Sr. Ana 
and Mother Adela decided that they 
would like to visit Rapid City. Arrange-
ments were made for her and Mother 
Adela to come in April. They spent three 
days with us to discern whether the Lord 
wanted them to come to Rapid City. The 
visit went well, and we discussed the needs 

 
A scene from Pentecost is depicted in a stained-glass window at St. Mary of the Isle 
Church in Long Beach, N.Y. This year Pentecost falls on Sunday, May 23 (CNS 
photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)

‘God never leaves us without the graces’

‘I am grateful  
to our lay leaders,  

deacons and priests 
who led our parishes 
through the past year 

with all its challenges.’
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A Safe Environment for  
Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to  
creating and maintaining the safest possible environment for our 
children and young  people. To report allegations of sexual abuse 
by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, 
Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to  
victims, she can be contacted  privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). 
Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information 
will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their 
right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual  
misconduct involving  children or young people and priests, deacons, lay 
employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be  
investigated. 

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct 
are posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

Bishop’s Calendar 

May 23-June 13, 2021 
Subject to change without notice

Informational  
Notification 

The Diocese of Rapid City and the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 
have entered into an agreement to share parishioner contact information for use 
by the foundation as it continues to promote and strengthen Catholic organizations 
within the Diocese of Rapid City. The foundation provides people an opportunity to 
contribute to a permanent endowment fund or make other gifts that will provide fi-
nancial resources for meeting the spiritual needs of future generations of Catholics 
within the Diocese of Rapid City.  

The data will be used by the foundation solely for the purpose stated above. 
Parishioners are encouraged to contact the Diocesan Development Office, 605-
343-3541, with any concerns they have or to request that their information not be 
shared with the foundation.

May 23, Sunday 
9:30 a.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting  
10:30 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass, Immaculate Conception, Winner 
 
May 24-26, Monday-Wednesday 
Clergy Convocation, Terra Sancta  
 
May 26, Wednesday 
Noon Priest Retirement and Aid Association/Pension Board Meeting,  
Terra Sancta 
1p.m. College of Consultors Meeting, Terra Sancta 
 
May 27, Thursday 
8:15 a.m. Diocesan Investment Committee, Chancery  
9 a.m. Diocesan Finance Council, Chancery  
 
May 30, Sunday 
2 p.m. St. Thomas More High School Graduation Mass/Ceremony,  
Cathedral  
 
May 31, Monday  
Chancery Closed for Memorial Day 
 
June 1, Tuesday 
8:30 a.m. Staff Mass, Chapel  
11:30 a.m. Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation Executive  
Board Meeting — Terra Sancta 
 
June 2, Wednesday 
11a.m. Mass with Duc in Altum team, Terra Sancta 
 
June 3, Thursday 
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders Meeting, Chancery  
 
June 5, Saturday 
3:30 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting 
4:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Therese, Rapid City 
 
June 10, Thursday 
11 a.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting, Chancery  
 
June 12, Saturday 
4 p.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting for Gregory County candidates,  
Sacred Heart, Burke  
5:30 p.m. CT Confirmation Mass, Sacred Heart Church, Burke 
 
June 13, Sunday 
8:30 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass, St. Anthony, Fairfax 
11 a.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Joseph, Gregory 
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Fr. Dan Juelfs is released from  
assignment as Administrator of the 
Parishes of St. Mary in Lemmon, 
Sacred Heart in Morristown,  
St. Bonaventure in McIntosh and 
St. Michael in Watauga and placed 
on full retirement status. 
 
 

 
 
 
Msgr. Michael Woster’s assign-
ment as Pastor of the Parishes of 
St. Joseph in Spearfish and  
St. Paul in Belle Fourche is  
extended through June 30, 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Leo Hausmann is assigned a 
second term of six years as Pastor 
of St. Patrick Parish in Lead and 
St. Ambrose Parish in Deadwood. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Ron Garry is assigned for an  
additional five years to make a full 
second term of six year as Pastor 
of St. John the Evangelist Parish in 
Fort Pierre. 
 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Timothy Castor is assigned for 
an additional five years to make a 
full second term of six years as 
Pastor of St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish in Sturgis and St. Mary Star 
of the Sea in Newell. 
 
 

Fr. Bryan Sorensen is released 
from assignment as Administrator 
of the Parishes of St. Anthony in 
Buffalo, St. Isidore in Ralph and 
Blessed Sacrament in Bison and 
assigned as Pastor of these same 
Parishes for five years to complete 
a full six-year term, including 
2020-2021. 
 
 
 
Fr. Tony Grossenburg is released 
from assignment as Pastor of the 
Parishes of St. Patrick in Wall and 
St. Margaret in Lakeside and  
assigned as Parochial Vicar for 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in 
Rapid City. 
 
 
Fr. Tyler Dennis is assigned for a 
second six-year term as Pastor of 
the Parishes of Our Lady of the  
Sacred Heart, Martin, and Our 
Lady of Victory in Kadoka. In addi-
tion, he is assigned as Pastor of 
the Parishes of St. Patrick in Wall 
and St. Margaret in Lakeside, 
which will become part of a parish 
grouping with the parishes in Mar-
tin and Kadoka. 
 
 
Fr. Adam Hofer is released from 
assignment as Parochial Vicar for 
Blessed Sacrament Parish in 
Rapid City and assigned as Pastor 
of the Parishes of St. Mary in  
Lemmon, Sacred Heart in 
Morristown, St. Bonaventure in 
McIntosh and St. Michael in 
Watauga for a six-year term. 
 
 
Fr. John Paul Trask is released 
from assignment as Administrator 
of the Parishes of All Saints in 
Eagle Butte, Immaculate Concep-
tion in Bridger, St. Joseph in Cherry 
Creek, Sacred Heart in Dupree,  
St. Catherine in Promise, Sacred 
Heart in Red Scaffold, St. Joseph 
in Ridgeview and St. Therese in 
White Horse and assigned as  
Pastor of these same parishes for 
an additional five years to make a 
full six-year term. 

Priest Assignments__________
BY CAROL GLATZ  

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — When the special Laudato 
Si’ Anniversary Year closes May 24, it will celebrate progress 
made over the past five years, and it will launch a new wave 
of initiatives for the next decade in an ongoing response to 
Pope Francis’ call for the care of creation. 

“For we know that things can change” is the theme of 
hope for the church’s worldwide celebration May 16-25 of 
Laudato Si’ Week — the “crowning event” of an anniversary 
year that began during a global pandemic. 

Even though “we certainly understood that we had one 
common home before COVID,” seeing a crisis in health 
and hygiene in China cause lockdowns in Europe and job 
losses in Africa revealed even more clearly how intercon-
nected the world really is, said Tebaldo Vinciguerra, the of-
ficial leading the “ecology and creation” desk at the 
Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development. 

The message of Pope Francis’ encyclical, “Laudato Si’, on 
Care for Our Common Home,” continues to be prophetic 
for a pandemic-hit and post-pandemic world, the dicastery 
says on its website, as the document provides a “moral and 
spiritual compass” for a “new way of living together, bonded 
together in love, compassion and solidarity” and in a more 
“harmonious relationship with the natural world, our com-
mon home.” 

Under the large green canopy of a 100-year-old London 
planetree in a small city square near his Vatican office, Vin-
ciguerra told Catholic News Service May 12, it is important 
the church “leads by example.” 

The key to Laudato Si’ is seeing, living and working in 
ways that piece life’s many facets together and that create 
bridges to bring diverse people together toward a common 
goal, he said. 

It’s not just ‘I have a solar panel,’ full stop,” he said. 
Some of the best things to emerge from people acting 

on the encyclical, he said, are their responses to a call for 
dialogue among experts in diverse fields, creating new and 
needed combinations and partnerships, such as: an architect 
sitting down with a theologian; a bishop choosing impact 
investing for his diocese; and a Caritas branch practicing 
due diligence and transparency. 

The dicastery will unveil a preview of a Laudato Si’ Ac-
tion Platform May 25 — ahead of its full launch Oct. 4 — 
as part of a “road map” of action for the next decade, he said. 
The platform is meant to help those who want to increase 
their commitment to bringing Laudato Si’ to life by prom-
ising a set of actions over a period of seven years. 

Among the challenges still out there, Vinciguerra said, 
is to convince people to act on Pope Francis’ call that every-
one must contribute to the common good. 

How people choose to live day-by-day is very important, 
even with the smallest gestures of love, he said, as well as 
the larger policies and practices on all levels in agriculture, 
trade, economics, debt and finance, patents and supply 
chains. 

Bishop Peter Muhich has announced the following 
priest assignments. All of the assignments are  
effective July 1. 

Laudato Si’ gears up  for next decade
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On June 29, Josh Lee will be  
ordained a transitional deacon at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Rapid City, at 11 a.m. The event will be 
livestreamed at www.rapidcitydiocese.org 
and the Facebook page, facebook.com/ 
DioceseofRapidCity. He recently spoke to 
the West River Catholic about his experi-
ences. 

 
WRC: When was the first time you 

thought about the priesthood? 
Josh: I never thought about the priest-

hood until age 25. It wasn’t something 
that I really understood or even consid-
ered. It was about the time I got to Faith 
and thought this was really appealing and 
this is something that God might want 

me to look into. I taught confirmation at 
St. Joseph’s in Faith. Getting to know the 
people and getting to teach their children 
was so affirming.  

WRC: What did you do before you  
entered the seminary? 

Josh: I wanted to be closer to western 
South Dakota. A job popped up and I 
talked with a man I had known from col-
lege who said he had a guy in Faith who 
sells a product for him, and he is about to 
lose one of his employees. I went there for 
a job — not knowing what I was getting 
into but knowing I was moving closer to 
home.   I worked for a company selling 
and delivering seed and feed to area 
ranchers in Faith. 

As soon as I got there, I knew I was 

home. I knew that was where I belonged. 
When I lived outside the diocese I had 

hoped to be involved in a local parish. No 
one really acknowledged me; I had been 
there for year, so I made a strong intention 
to make myself meet people. As I was 
walking out of Mass (in Faith) people 
were calling me by name even though I 
didn’t know who they were. They found 
out I was coming, and they made me feel 
so welcome. I have never forgotten that, 
and I never will. That’s when the church 
became a family.  

WRC: What has been your seminary 
experience? 

Josh: I’ve really been blessed to be at  
Kenrick/Glennon in St. Louis. I finished 
my fifth year in early May. It’s been an 
outstanding privilege to walk along with 
these other men who want to know love 
and serve God. They have the same desire 
to holiness that I have — that brings us 
together — closer than blood. We are all 
brothers walking along a journey. This has 
played a huge role growing closer to God 

The road to priesthood: ‘That’s when the church became a family’

June 29, 2021, 11 a.m. 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Josh Lee 
to the ministry of  

Transitional Diaconate

With praise to God, the Almighty Father, 
the Diocese of Rapid City  

joyfully announces the Ordination of

Can’t attend in person? 
Watch online at www.rapidcitydiocese.org 
or at facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity

by His Excellency  
the Most Reverend Peter M. Muhich

A public reception follows Mass.

(520 Cathedral Dr., Rapid City)

Rejoice with us!

myself. It’s been nothing short of beauti-
ful.  

 
WRC: How would you describe your 

prayer life?  
Josh: I’ve got a routine. Each morning I 

wake up with an offering and the pray the 
Year of St. Joseph prayer. Then I sit down 
and begin with the Liturgy of the Hours 
and the readings with a cup of coffee. It 
gets me started spiritual and physically. 
Then I pray morning prayer with the other 
seminarians and attend Mass. Throughout 
the day, praying the liturgy of the hours 
and trusting those little moments to Jesus 
and Mary — trying to give everything to 
them from classes to hang nails. I do a 
mid-afternoon and evening rosary. Keep-
ing not only my intentions but those in-
tentions of the diocese as well. At the end 
of the day, I look back to see where God 
has been because it’s really easy to miss 
him. Just before I go to sleep — walking 
to my bed — I am asking Him to deliver 
me from evil.

Diocese/Parishes
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Diocese of Rapid City Vacancy Announcements 

Administrative Assistant 
Applications are being accepted for the full time (40 hours per week) position of Administra-
tive Assistant for the Director of Pastoral Ministries and the Office of Faith Formation for the 
Diocese of Rapid City. FUNCTIONS: To provide support for the Director of Pastoral Ministries 
and the Office of Faith Formation QUALIFICATIONS: Practicing Catholic. High School Diploma, 
some post-secondary education preferred. Highly organized, generous hospitality, excellent 
communication skills, knowledge of the Catholic Faith with experience in formation ministries. 
Excellent event organization skills. Above average administrative and computer skills, espe-
cially in Microsoft Office, with a high degree of confidentiality. Self-directed with an ability to 
multi-task in a dynamic and collaborative work environment. Available for some evening and 
weekend work.  
Director Human Resources and Safe Environment 
FUNCTIONS: To perform the tasks of diocesan Human Resources and Benefits. To coordinate 
with parish safe environment coordinators to implement the Charter for the protection of 
Children and Young People. QUALIFICATIONS: Practicing Catholic with a degree and/or ex-
perience in Human Resources and Safe Environment or related fields. Advanced knowledge 
or experience in Human Resources practices and implementation of benefits. Requires ability 
to interpret the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and Young Adults. Ability to 
maintain accurate records. Excellent interpersonal skills, written and verbal communication 
and organization skills.  
APPLICATION PROCESS:  
Job descriptions and a diocesan application form can be found on the website by clicking on 
the employment icon at https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org. Interested individuals should sub-
mit via e-mail or regular mail, a letter of application along with their resume listing three pro-
fessional references and a completed application form to: msimonson @diorc.org or: Office 
of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 225 Main St. Ste 100, Rapid City SD 57701.  
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package.
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BY JACQUES DANIEL 
GUEST COLUMNIST & DIRECTOR OF  
YOUTH AND YOUTH ADULTS 

On an October day in 1978, the world 
held its breath, waiting. The Chair of  
St. Peter was vacant. Who would be the 
next to steer the bark of St. Peter? It was a  
surprise when Cardinal Karol Wojtyla was 
named — the first Pole to serve as the 
Bishop of Rome. He took the name John 
Paul II and chose for his papal motto 
Totus Tuus. Translated from Latin, it 
means Totally Yours. His love for Mary 
and reading of DeMontfort’s “True  
Devotion to Mary” inspired this motto.  
St. John Paul II’s life, his priesthood and 
now his papacy followed this complete  
surrender of self to Jesus through Mary. 
He took to heart and put into practice 
Mary’s last recorded words in scripture, 
“Do whatever he tells you” ( Jn 2:5). 

The Diocese of Rapid City’s Totus Tuus 
summer vocations camp was born out of 
this same zeal and inspired by this holy 
pope. Now, twenty-five plus years in,  

Totus Tuus Vocations Camps — ‘I am totally yours’

surviving many moves, much growth and 
even a global pandemic, Totus Tuus  
continues to form our youth and  
transform our diocese and beyond.  

The camps — one for boys and one for 

girls — span two weeks during the  
beautiful Black Hills summers. Boys camp 
is run by seminarians and priests — a 
number of the priests now being camp 
alumni. Often, the testimonies they and 
the seminarians share with the middle and 
high school boys include a story or two of 
hearing the Lord at camp. The girls camp 
is run by religious sisters from around the 
country, sent here to teach and play and 
sing by their generous communities. The 
same thing holds true for the increasing 
number of religious sisters who come back 
and now can say, “I was a camper just like 
you!”  

The time spent by our priests,  
seminarians and visiting sisters in games, 
in prayer, in adoration, and recreation  
provides a joyous example to the youth of 
what a life abandoned to Mary and lives 
for the Lord truly looks like. It challenges 
them to consider, What is it the Lord is 
calling you to? How can you be totally 
His? 

After all these years of camp —  
countless hours playing and perspiring 
and praying — we are experiencing a  
harvest of faithful Catholics directly  
impacted by the experience of Totus Tuus. 
Yes, we have ordained men in the diocese, 
shepherding their sheep and fathering 
their spiritual children. We also have con-
secrated women, giving their lives to the 
mission of the gospel, whose hearts were 
awakened to the call through camp. But 

most prolific are the 
faithful families 
springing up,  
living out the call to 
be “Totally Yours” in 
their homes,  
workplaces and  
passing it on to their 
children. 

Erin Litt (maiden 
name Lafleur) spent 
her time as a young 
adult assisting with 
camp from 2003-
2006. Reflecting on 
her time at camp she 
shared: “When I think 
back to the summer weeks I spent at Totus 
Tuus, I see it now as the moment that I 
first understood that God had a particular 
plan for my life. The incredible combina-
tion of time spent with religious sisters — 
shared meals, insightful talks, hilarious 
games, and deep conversation, and time 
spent in prayer — Liturgy of the Hours, 
daily Mass, and Eucharistic Adoration — 
primed my heart to truly seek where the 
Lord was leading me. To share a summer 
camp with religious sisters who faithfully 
and joyfully lived out their religious voca-
tions was an opportunity for me to say ‘Is 
this what you might want for me, Lord?’ 
Even though God didn’t call me to conse-
crated life — the time spent at camp 
helped me to say to the Lord ‘I am totally 
yours’ which led me to serving as a 
FOCUS missionary, and then to the voca-
tion of marriage.” 

As we head in to our 27th year we 
want to make Totus Tuus available to every 
youth in our diocese! We offer this camp 
to families at a fraction of the cost it re-
quires to run it. We hope this year to  
invite generous donors to be part of the 
Totus Tuus Mary Magdalene Sponsorship 
program. Sponsorships can help us to take 
care of sister’s flights, lodging, and food 
while they are here, help us in defraying 
the cost to bus youth for our lake day, etc.  

If you feel as if God might be calling 
you to say “Lord, I am totally yours” in 
helping sponsor the Totus Tuus camps 
contact Jacques Daniel at jdaniel@ 
diorc.org or 605-343-3541 or visit the 
website at: www.TotusTuus21.com.

Fr. Mark  
McCormick 

Director  
Office of 

Vocations 
MMcCormick 

@diorc.org 

Erin Lefluer (third from left) at Totus Tuus Girls Camp is 2004. (Courtesy photo)
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BY CLARE WILLRODT 
ST. JOSEPH’S INDIAN SCHOOL    
 (Editor’s note: Many of the students attend-
ing St. Joseph’s Indian School, Chamberlain,  
are from western South Dakota.) 

 
Question:   What do you get when you 

place 13 teenage girls, six horses and various 
art supplies in a round pen with no cell 
phone access? 

Answer: 1) A fantastic cre-
ative expression of nature, art 
and trusting relationship-build-
ing with one another and the 
horses, 2) Thirteen young 
women who are excited and en-
ergized by their mastery, 3) Six 
horses that are loved and con-
tent, 4) All of the above. 

St. Joseph’s Indian School high school 
girls worked with their four-legged ances-
tors, the horse —  through a collaboration 
between St. Joseph’s Equine Therapy and 
Daughters of Tradition programs. To the 
Lakota, a horse is a relative. In equine ther-
apy, the horse mirrors the student, providing 
healing from trauma, anxiety, and mental 
and emotional distress. 

Family Service Counselors, Amanda and 
Darcy, collaborated with Equine Specialist 
Patty to challenge the girls to a contest 
where they paired up to groom and decorate 
an assigned horse. The Lakota painted their 
horses with symbols for special occasions 

(religious ceremonies or war), and that cul-
tural tradition inspired this activity. The 
young women had 45 minutes, paint, rib-
bons, feathers, hair ties and other art sup-
plies to create a theme of their choosing. 

The six horses that became canvases 
were Sox, Cochee, Pony Boy, Blue, Violet 
and Grandma. Once black, brown, and 
white, their coats morphed into colorful 

works of art, displaying the sky, 
water, stars, feathers, flowers, 
tipis and more. 

Afterward, a panel of judges 
toured the round pen. They 
asked the girls about their 
horse, the theme, why they 
chose that theme and what it 
meant to them. Public speaking 
and creative expression were 

part of the judging criteria. 
The girls viewed one another’s horses 

and creations to gain full value from the ac-
tivity. Once pictures were over and prizes 
announced, the girls offered their thanks 
and gratitude to the horses by feeding them 
apples, grass and hay. 

More Than 220 Native American stu-
dents in first through twelfth grade find 
hope and brighter futures through our ed-
ucational, counseling, and residential pro-
grams.  

St. Joseph’s Indian School transforms 
lives—mind, body, heart and spirit—every 
day. Learn more about the at www.stjo.org.

When a horse becomes a canvas

At St. Joseph’s Indian School, Chamberlain, y oung women had 45 minutes, paint, ribbons, 
feathers, hair ties and other art supplies to create a theme of their choosing for their horse. 
(Courtesy photo)

‘their coats  
morphed into  

colorful works of  
art, displaying the 
sky, water, stars, 
feathers, flowers, 
tipis and more’ 
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Prayer Intentions of  
the Holy FatherJune 

The Beauty of Marriage: 
Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with the support of a Christian 
community: may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience. 
July 
Social Friendship: 
We pray that, in social, economic and political situations of conflict, we may be courageous 
and passionate architects of dialogue and friendship. 

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG 

The 2021  
Palm Sunday Brunch  
donations are $94,539 
& the Ash Wednesday  
Collection is $68,528 

 
With sincere appreciation,  

Jim Kinyon, Executive Director, 
The Board of Directors  

& Staff of Catholic Social Services

For everything there is a season, and 
a time for every purpose under 
heaven: a time to be born...” 

Eccl 3:1-2
Blessed Sacrament Church parishioners in 
Rapid City have been nurturing a mother 
duck who nested in a flower box this spring. 
The mother duck keeps a close eye on a 
duckling in front of her who is pecking away 
at an eggshell. (Photo courtesy Teresa s)

Our Lady’s Rosary Markers 

Assembled rosaries, ready to be shipped to international missions, are seen at Our Lady’s 
Rosary Makers in Louisville, Ky., May 6, 2021. The group provides low-cost rosary supplies, 
which Catholics across the country purchase, assemble and then send back so the sacra-
mentals can be freely provided to missions around the world. (CNS photo/Katie Rutter)

Pope appeals for  
peace in Holy Land  

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The injury 
and death of so many innocent people, es-
pecially children, caused by escalating vio-
lence between Israel and the Gaza Strip is 
“terrible and unacceptable,” putting the area 
at risk of sinking into “a spiral of death and 
destruction,” Pope Francis said. The pope 
launched an appeal for calm and asked 
leaders of both sides “to put a stop to the 
roar of weapons and to follow the paths of 
peace, even with the help of the interna-
tional community,” he said May 16 after 
reciting the “Regina Coeli” prayer with 
hundreds of people in St. Peter’s Square. 
“Many people have been injured and many 
innocent people have died. Among them 
are even children, and this is terrible and 
unacceptable. Their death is a sign that one 
does not want to build the future, but wants 
to destroy it,” he said. The growing hatred 
and violence in different cities in Israel “is a 
serious wound to fraternity and to peaceful 
coexistence among citizens, which will be 
difficult to heal if we do not open immedi-
ately to dialogue,” the pope said. 
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Dr. Paula Sorensen 
Dr. Eryn Caudill 

Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care 

2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702 

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES 
www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com

• Contact Lens Specialists  
   including bifocal contact lenses 
• Great frames & sunglasses 
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management 
• Family & second pair discounts 
• Urgent eye care for infections,  
   foreign body removal & other eye problems

Imagine a young 
couple intoxicated 
with each other in the 
early stages of love. 
Imagine a religious 
neophyte in love with 
God, praying ecstati-
cally. Imagine an ide-
alistic young person 
working tirelessly 
with the poor, en-
flamed with a thirst 
for justice. Are this 
young couple really in 
love with each other? 
Is that religious neo-
phyte really in love 
with God? Is this 
young social activist 

really in love with the poor? Not an easy 
question. 

Whom are we really loving when we 
have feelings of love? The other? Ourselves? 
The archetype and energy the other is car-
rying? Our own fantasy of that person? The 
feelings this experience is triggering inside 
us? When we are in love, are we really in 
love with another person or are we mostly 
basking in a wonderful feeling which could 
be just as easily triggered by countless other 
persons?  

There are different answers to that ques-
tion. John of the Cross would say it is all of 
these things; we are in fact really loving that 
other person, loving a fantasy we have cre-
ated of that person, and basking in the good 
feeling this has generated inside us. That is 
why, invariably, at a given point in a rela-
tionship the powerful feelings of being in 
love give way to disillusionment — disillu-
sionment (by definition) implies the dis-
pelling of an illusion, something was unreal. 

So for John of the Cross, when we are in 
love, partly the love is real and partly it is an 
illusion. Moreover, John would say the same 
thing about our initial feelings of fervor in 
prayer and in altruistic service. They are a 
mixture of both, authentic love and an illu-
sion.  

Some other analyses are less generous. In 
their view, all initial falling in love, whether 
it be with another person, with God in 
prayer, or with the poor in service, is mainly 
an illusion. Ultimately, you are in love with 
being in love, in love with what prayer is 
doing for you, or in love with how working 
for justice is making you feel. The other per-
son, God, and the poor are secondary. That 
is why, so often, when first fervor dies, so 
too does our love for its original object. 
When the fantasy dies, so too does the 
sense of being in love. We fall in love with-
out really knowing the other person and we 
fall out of love without really knowing the 
other person. The very phrase “falling in 
love” is revealing. “Falling” is not something 
we choose, it happens to us. Marriage En-
counter spirituality has a clever slogan 
around this: Marriage is a decision; falling 
in love is not. 

Who is right? When we fall in love, how 
much is genuine love for another and how 
much is an illusion within which we are 
mostly loving ourselves? Steven Levine an-
swers this from very different perspective 
and throws new light on the question. 
What is his perspective? 

Love, he says, is not a “dualistic emo-
tion.” For him, whenever we are feeling au-
thentic love we are, at that moment, feeling 
our oneness with God and with all that is. 
He writes, “The experience of love arises 
when we surrender our separateness into 
the universal. It is a feeling of unity … It is 

not an emotion, it is a 
state of being … It is not 
so much that ‘two are as 
one’ so much as it is the 
‘One manifested as two.’” 
In other words, when we 
love someone, in that 
moment, we are one with 
him or her, not separate, 
so that even though our 
fantasies and feelings 
may be partially wrapped 
up in self-serving affec-
tivity, something deeper 
and more real than our 
feelings and fantasies is 
occurring. We are one 
with the other in our 
being — and, in love, we 
sense it.   

In this view, authentic 
love is not so much 
something we feel; it is 
something we are. At its 
root, love is not an affec-
tive emotion or a moral 
virtue (though these are 
part of it). It is a meta-
physical condition, not 
something that comes 
and goes like an emotional state, nor some-
thing that we can choose or refuse morally. 
A metaphysical condition is a given, some-
thing we stand within, that makes up part 
of what we are, constitutively, though we 
can be blissfully unaware. Thus, love, not 
least falling in love, can help make us more 
conscious of our non-separateness, our one-
ness in being with others.  

When we feel love deeply or passion-
ately, then perhaps (like Thomas Merton 
describing a mystical vision he had on a 

street corner) we can awake more from our 
dream of separateness and our illusion of 
difference and see the secret beauty and 
depth of other people’s hearts. Perhaps too 
it will enable us to see others at that place 
in them where neither sin nor desire nor 
self-knowledge can reach, the core of their 
reality, the person that each one is in God’s 
eyes. 

And wouldn’t it be wonderful, Merton 
adds … “if we could see each other that way 
all the time.” 

Fr. Ron  
Rolheiser 

 
President  

Oblate School of 
Theology 

San Antonio, TX 
 

www.ronrol 
heiser.com

‘If we could see each other that way all the time’



Chicago interfaith leaders decry  
violence against Asian Americans 

CHICAGO (CNS) — Interfaith leaders in Chicago May 2 rallied against 
racism and rising incidents of violence toward Asian Americans and  
Pacific Islanders, saying all people deserve fair and equal treatment. 
The rally at the Buddhist Temple of Chicago in the city’s Uptown neigh-
borhood drew about 75 people. Rev. Patti Nakai, resident minister at 
the temple and a third-generation Japanese American, opened the 
event by remembering those killed in recent mass shootings, particu-
larly members of the Asian American and Pacific Islander community. 
Sixteen of America’s largest cities saw attacks on Asians rise by an  
unprecedented 164% during the first quarter of 2021, according to po-
lice data compiled by the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism 
at California State University, San Bernardino. “They were not killed by 
just a lone gunman out of the blue,” Rev. Nakai said. “They were made 
targets by something larger and that is our society, our culture, espe-
cially the media and entertainment industry, and by the twisted narra-
tion of American history.” She encouraged participants to change the 
forces that make Asian Americans a target and seem like “others. We 
do belong here. We’re not others. We’re not foreigners. We’re here as 
fellow Americans,” Rev. Nakai said. 

Father Manuel  
Dorantes, Chicago, 
rings a bell at the 
Buddhist Temple of 
Chicago, during an 
interfaith rally 
against racism  
toward Asian  
Americans and  
Pacific Islanders. 
(CNS photo/Karen 
Callaway)
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Belle Fourche: St. Paul Catholic Church, 
855 5th St. — Sunday 9:30 a.m.  
Custer: St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, 449 Harney St. —  
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 8 a.m. 
Deadwood: St. Ambrose  
Catholic Church, 760 Main St. —  
Saturday 6 p.m./Sunday 8 a.m. 
Edgemont: St. James Catholic Church,  
310 3rd Ave. — Sunday 5 p.m. 
Hermosa: St. Michael Catholic Church,  
13480 Hwy 40 — Sunday 9 a.m. 
Hill City: St. Rose of Lima Catholic  
Church, 100 Park Ave. — Sunday  
10 a.m./Spanish Mass: Saturday 6 p.m. 
Hot Springs: St. Anthony of Padua  
Catholic Church, 538 University Ave. — 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Keystone: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel  
Catholic Church, 1014 Madill St. —  
Sunday 8 a.m. 
Lead: St. Patrick Catholic Church,  
141 Siever St.  — Saturday 4 p.m./ 
Sunday 10 a.m. 
Piedmont: Our Lady of the Black Hills 
Catholic Church, 12365 Sturgis Rd.  
(Exit 48) — Saturday 5 p.m./ 
Sunday 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Rapid City: Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church, 4500 Jackson Blvd. —  
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 7, 9, and  
11 a.m. Spanish Mass: Sunday 1:30 p.m. 
Rapid City: Cathedral of Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help, 520 Cathedral Dr.  —  
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 8, 
10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. 
Rapid City: Immaculate  
Conception Catholic Church, 
922 5th St. — Latin Mass in the Former 
Rite: Sunday 8, 10 a.m. 
Rapid City: St. Isaac Jogues Catholic 
Church, 221 Knollwood Dr. — Saturday  
5 p.m./ Sunday 9 and 11 a.m. 
Rapid City: St. Therese the Little Flower 
Catholic Church, 523 Adams St. —  
Saturday 4:30 p.m./Sunday 9 a.m.  
and 5:30 p.m. 
Spearfish: St. Joseph Catholic Church,  
844 5th St. — Saturday 5:30 p.m./ 
Sunday 8 and 10 a.m. 
Sturgis: St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church, 1049 Howard St.  —  
Saturday 5 p.m./Sunday 8:30 a.m. 
Wall: St. Patrick Catholic Church,  
701 Norris — Saturday 5:30 p.m./ 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 

Black Hills Tourist 
Summer Mass Guide

Looking for another parish? 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/parishes/   
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
As we celebrate the Easter season, we remember Christ’s sacrifice for each of us, and 

his resurrection reminds us of the love flowing from the father into our hearts and homes.  
The theme of the 2021 Annual Diocesan Appeal, Let Your Love Flow, was chosen to 
help us remember to carry Christ’s message into our daily lives. 

We are currently halfway through the appeal, and we need your support to help us 
reach our goal. After the many challenges 2020 brought to our parish families and dioce-
san ministries, we can be assured that growing in relationship with Christ will help us to 
thrive. His teachings help us find a way to survive the challenges of these unique times.  

My prayer is that things continue returning to normal. The reality is that this past 
year has been challenging for the church — locally and universally. The hardships of 
parishioners and reduced opportunity for gathering in person have led to receiving fewer 
pledges. The diocese has taken steps to make do with less, cutting over $300,000 from 
our budget. We are getting by with fewer staff members and making other sacrifices at 
the diocesan level to live within our means. I am asking for your help to fund the critical 
ministries the diocese provides to help our Catholic faithful. 

If you have not yet pledged or donated, we ask that you prayerfully consider contribut-
ing to the Annual Diocesan Appeal. Please reflect on the many blessings the Lord and 
his church have given you and your family. Then ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you 
what the Lord is asking of you to of support the work of the church in our diocese this 
coming year. It is only through your generosity that the church can effectively serve 
Christ’s children in western South Dakota. 

Thank you for your help, and may God bless you and your families! 
 
Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ, 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Most Rev. Peter M. Muhich 
Bishop of Rapid City



Update on diocesan Nicholas 
Black Elk Canonization process 
BY KATHY CORDES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST 
AND MEMBER OF THE BLACK ELK WORKING 
GROUP 
 

Currently, the Black Elk local working 
group is looking at the events surrounding 
a rambunctious 2-year-old little girl who 
was born prematurely, weighing 2.5 pounds. 
She had a heart valve issue and three holes 
in her heart. At the time, doctors did not 
think surgery was an option and she was 
only expected to live two weeks. 

A prayer group in the eastern part of the 
United States which is devoted to Black 
Elk immediately began praying for Baby 
Faith when they heard her case.   

“We prayed to Black Elk for his inter-
cession for this baby’s healing,” said Bill 
McMahon, head of the Shalom prayer 
group. 

In addition to prayers, the group em-
barked on a pilgrimage to the Black Hills 
in 2018. While at Black Elk Peak, the group 
collected water from a stream running 
through Black Elk Peak. Along with a 
parish priest, the prayer group blessed Baby 
Faith with this holy water and, to this day, 
continues to pray over Baby Faith through 
the intercession of Black Elk. 

Today, two of the holes in her heart and 
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His will, His way, My Faith
the open PDA (the vessel connecting the 
pulmonary artery to the descending aorta) 
have closed without the need for surgery. 
The third hole has healed enough that sur-
gical intervention would not be needed.     

Baby Faith’s mom believes these healing 
prayers worked for her daughter and the 
prayers through the intercession of Black 
Elk are working.  “Baby Faith defies the 
odds and proves that there is power in 
prayer,” she said.     

“We did not pray for the healing of her 
chromosome problem at the time because 
we were only made aware of the heart prob-
lem which the Lord healed through the in-
tercession of Black Elk,” said McMahon.  

In addition to her heart condition, Baby 
Faith was to have surgery to correct her 
crossed eyes, but her ophthalmologist said 
the condition was slowly correcting itself. 
She also underwent chemotherapy for can-
cer, which she has since beaten. This past 
January, celebrating the feast of the Birth of 
our Lord, she ended chemo on her 2nd 
birthday! “ 

Faith can move mountains” (Mt 17:20). 

BABY FAITH (COURTESY PHOTO)

Fishing for Seminarians 
Benefitting Seminarian Education

Remember God’s Will in Yours

Instead of the usual fishing tournament in Ft. Pierre, the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation  
is working with the Vocations Office to hold a series of fishing events throughout the diocese to  
benefit seminarian education. The events will include a freewill offering and raffle ticket sales to  

help fund formation of priests or the future of the Diocese of Rapid City.   
Watch your bulletins or visit www.wsdcf.org for more details.

June 2nd – Fort Pierre  
    Supper/Program at Fischers Lilly Park—5:30 p.m. 
 
 
June 4th – Hot Springs  
    Lake Angostura, fishing begins at 11 a.m. 
    Supper/Program at Wieseler Cabin—5:30 p.m. 
 
 
June 11th – Lemmon 
    Shadehill Reservoir, Fishing begins at 1:00 p.m. 
    Supper/Program at Summerville Store & Café—6:00 p.m.

https://wsdcf.org 
thenderson@wsdcf.org 
605-721-6843

Raffle 
Prize $1,000 
Drawing June 11, 2021 
(Need not to be present to win)   
$20 per ticket 
$50 for three
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At St. Rose, Hill City two people joined the church. Dcn. Bob  
Ackerman and Fr. Mark Horn are pictured with Sylvia Larson 
and Kerry Manuel. (Courtesy photo)

Edgemont, St. James 
Kenna Campbell (Martin, SD) 
 
Ft. Pierre, St. John 
Brandon Johnson 
Jack Runyan 
 
Gregory, St. Joseph 
Ken Dooley 
Jordain Volkert 
 
Hill City, St. Rose 
Sylvia Larson  
Kerry Manuel 
 
Hot Springs, St. Anthony 
Destiny Webb 
Dylan Webb 

Martin, Sacred Heart  
Karen Harris 
Elena Novas  
Michael Sheets 
 
McLaughlin, St. Bernard  
Crawford Taken Alive 
Ellen Woodard  
  
Piedmont, Our Lady of the Black Hills 
Albert Trumble  
 
Rapid City, St. Isaac Jogues 
Patricia Two Bulls 
 
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament 
Alisha Keenan 
Elizabeth Keenan 
Ella Keenan 
 
Rapid City, Cathedral 
Drake Anderson 
Tyler Brandenburg (Miamisburg, Ohio) 
Rebecca Linder 
Tom Woods  
 
Rapid City, St. Therese  
Danica Huber 
Taran Lilly 
 
 Spearfish, St. Joseph 
 Doug Buehner 
Jennifer Boone 

To those who were received into the 
Catholic Church during the  
pandemic or at Easter time.

Welcome to the Diocese of Rapid City

At Easter Vigil, April 3, Bishop Peter Muhich baptized Tom 
Woods, a catechumen. His sponsor is Margie Thooft. (WRC 
photo by Laurie Hallstrom)

 
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

 
Responding to editors’ requests for a regular sampling of 

current commentary from around the Catholic press, here is 
an unsigned editorial titled: “A welcome example of holiness” 
published online May 5 on the website of  Catholic New York, 
archdiocesan newspaper. 

Pope Francis approved or advanced the causes of 14 new 
saints in recent weeks, marking a particularly fruitful period as 
the Vatican and the world gingerly emerge from pandemic lock-
downs. 

The canonizations approved May 3 by Pope Francis — in-
cluding the hermit, Blessed Charles de Foucauld — will be on 
hold until it’s safer to hold the large, formal ceremonies that 
mark such occasions at the Vatican. 

The announcement of the seven new saints came less than 
two weeks after the pope issued a decree declaring the saint-
hood of Blessed Margaret of Città di Castello, a much-loved 
14th century Italian Dominican laywoman, and advancing of 
the causes of six others. 

Waiving the long formal canonical investigation usually re-
quired in making saints, the pope — on the recommendation 
of the Congregation for Saints’ Causes — authorized St. Mar-
garet’s veneration as a saint under a church practice known 
as “equipollent,” or equivalent canonization, which can be ap-
plied when there is evidence of strong devotion among the 
faithful to the holy person. 

Blind and severely disabled from birth, St. Margaret was 
kept hidden by her wealthy parents, who eventually abandoned 
her. She was later taken in by Dominican nuns and then friars, 
who welcomed her as a lay member of the order. 

She opened a school for the town’s children, where she in-
structed them in the faith, and also looked after children while 
their parents worked. The local people began calling for her 
sainthood almost immediately after her death in 1320. 

Blessed Charles de Foucauld was born in 1858 to a promi-
nent family in France. Orphaned young after the death of his 
parents, he and his sister were lovingly cared for by both sets 
of grandparents. After the death of his remaining grandfather, 
young Charles used his inheritance to live a dissolute life in a 
military unit before resigning to explore Morocco. He wrote a 
well-received study of that country then returned to France 
where he rekindled his Catholic faith. 

He joined the Trappists, living in monasteries in France and 
in Syria, before seeking an even more austere life as a hermit. 
After his ordination to the priesthood in 1901, he lived among 
the poor and finally settled in Tamanrasset, Algeria. In 1916, 
he was killed by a band of marauders. His writings inspired the 
foundation, after his death, of the Little Brothers of Jesus and 
the Little Sisters of Jesus. 

Both of these young people were born to privilege but were 
accepted in radically different ways by their families, yet both 
displayed a profound and deep Catholic faith that carried them 
through their lives. 

Although they lived in different eras, the impact they had 
on those they encountered was significant. We’re grateful that 
they will now be part of our own era as saints. 

A welcome example  
of holiness

Diocese/Parishes



WRC  15May  2021 Events

Native Recovery 
May 21-23, Friday--Sunday, Native Style Recovery Retreat, Sioux Spiritual Center, 
Howes. To register, visit www.siouxspiritualcenter.org/retreats.  
Beginners Ignatian Retreat 
May 28-31, Friday-Monday over Memorial Day Weekend an Ignatian Retreat for  
Beginners will be held at Sioux Spiritual Center, Howes. To register, visit  
www.siouxspiritualcenter.org/retreats  
Common Sense Parenting/CSS  
June 8, Tuesday, from 9-11 a.m. in person at Catholic Social Services. This class 
provides proven techniques in building healthy family relationships, improving be-
havior, and self-control of children ages 2-12. Easy-to-learn techniques address is-
sues of communication, discipline, decision-making, relationships, self-control and 
school success for families in all situations. This is a six week course with two hour 
sessions. To register on line https://www.cssrapidcity.com or call 605-348-6086. 
Vocations Holy Hour 
June 28, Monday, a holy hour will be held at 7 p.m., St. Therese Church, Rapid City,  
for Joshua Lee, to prepare for his ordination to the transitional diaconate. 
Deacon Ordination 
June 29, Tuesday, Joshua Lee will be ordained a transitional deacon at the Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 520 Cathedral Dr., Rapid City. Mass at 11 a.m. 
(See p. 5) 
Simonson Open House 
June 29, Tuesday, an open house will be held for Chancellor Margaret Simonson  
who is retiring. It is at the Catholic Chancery, 225 Main St., Suite 100, Rapid City. 
Hours 2-5 p.m. (See p. 5) 

Vocations 
June 11, World Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests 
Rachel’s Vineyard Clinical Training   
June 14, “Rachel’s Vineyard: Healing the Trauma Wounds of Abortion.” The Zoom 
training will be presented by Dr. Theresa Burke, the founder of Rachel’s Vineyard. 
The training is by Zoom, with the second session Monday, June 14, and additional 
sessions offered every four months for the next two years. For more information, 
contact Amy Julian at ajulian@diorc.org, or 605-343-3541. Session III is  
October 18.  
Girls Totus Tuus 
June 21-25, Monday-Friday, High School Leadership Camp,  
June 22-25, Tuesday-Friday, Girls Middle School Camp Register at  
www.TotusTuus21.com. (See p. 7)  
Boys Totus Tuus 
July 12-16, Monday-Friday, Boys High School Leadership Camp  
July 13-16, Tuesday-Friday, Boys Middle School Camp,  
register at www.TotusTuus21.com. (See p. 7) 
Silent Retreat 
July 23-31, Friday-Saturday, eight-day Silent Ignatian Retreat with Fr. Damian O'Con-
nell, SJ (12 spaces only) To register, visit www.siouxspiritualcenter.org/retreats.  
Natural Family Planning 
July 25-31, Natural Family Planning Awareness Week 
 
 

@RapidCitydiorc @RapidCitydiorcDioceseofRapidCity

or online: www.rapidcitydiocese.org
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Stop by and shop our Life Teen books for  
your high school or college graduates!   

   I Choose the Sky: A Spiritual Devotion  
for Young Women  

   Moving Forward: How to Stay Catholic in College  
   Man Enough: Lessons from St. Joseph on  

Becoming a Godly Man   

Congratulations  
Graduates!

225 Main Street, Suite 200, Rapid City ~ 605-348-5228

We also have Bibles and books on spiritual guidance as well  
as inspirational  artwork and gifts. Remember that we always 
have a full selection of greeting cards  
for all occasions.  We look forward to  
seeing you at the

Providentially, the Dallas RV Team was 
willing to share their experiences. “They 
sent us their adaptations, as well as Power-
Point slides. It was a great head start.” 
Armed with the Dallas materials, and 
weeks of rehearsals, the team set up in in-
dividual rooms at Terra Sancta, ready to 
virtually receive the women who felt called 
to the retreat from three different states.   

Did it work? “Yes!” exclaimed Kling.  
“Were there things I would have done dif-
ferently? Sure. But we were blown away at 
the healing that these women experienced,” 
she continued. “It was almost surreal, seeing 
them achieve these breakthroughs on 
ZOOM.  

“In the end, it turns out that Jesus can 
even use ZOOM to spread his healing 
touch!” Asked if she would do this again, 
Kling said, “Probably not by choice. I 
missed the hugs, but it is a great option to 
have in our back pocket.” 

Evolution 
of a  

healing 
ministry

BY AMY JULIAN 
In December, Carol Kling, the director 

of the Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat of the 
Western Dakotas, needed to make a deci-
sion. The last two RV retreats had canceled 
due to a snowstorm, and then to Covid. “I 
was not going to let this retreat cancel,” she 
said.  

At a peak of Covid cases, and being un-
sure of what the spring would bring, the RV 
Team of the Western Dakotas decided to 
try what seemed to be impossible — to use 
ZOOM to bring healing to those suffering 
from the spiritual and emotional conse-
quences of abortion. “We were completely 
unsure if this would work,” Kling said. 
“Healing from abortion requires willingness 
to allow yourself to be open and vulnerable 
to Christ, and to the people who are accom-
panying you on the journey. Trust is essen-
tial. How on earth were we going to pull 
that off on ZOOM?” 
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Since 1909, a commitment to our communities has been one of RBC Wealth Management’s core values.  
It’s part of how we run our business day in and day out. We believe that our most visible imprint is through 
the great work being done by the organizations we support.

Proud to support the  
Catholic school system

Non-deposit investment products o昀ered through RBC Wealth Management are not FDIC insured, are not a deposit or other obligation of,  
or guaranteed by, a bank, and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal amount invested. 
© 2020 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved. 20-RC-1525 (03/20)

Hillard Wealth Solutions Group
246 Founders Park Drive, Suite 101 
Rapid City, SD  57709

(605) 343-7720 
Toll free: (800) 658-5544 
www.hillardwsg.com

20-RC-1525_HillardWSGCatholic_AD_FINAL.indd   1 3/12/20   2:38 PM
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Jeff Cook, life director for Council 8025,  
St. Therese, Rapid City, participated and won 
the 5K run/walk for the Walk for Life in  
support of the Black Hills Pregnancy Support 
Center. His time was under 28 minutes. He 
is pictured with his wife, Matha.  
(Courtesy photo) 

Bill and Jean Grode were recognized as the  
Family of the Year at the State Knights of 
Columbus Convention. They were given a 
plaque featuring the Holy Family. He belongs 
to Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Rapid City, KC Council 1489. (Courtesy 
photo)

Race Winner

Family Award

Folk Art 
April 23, at the State Knights of Columbus Convention, the Knights presented Bishop Peter 
Muhich with a saw blade painted with his episcopal motto and representations of the  
Dioceses of Rapid City and Duluth — where he was a priest. State Deputy Terry Anderson is at 
the podium. Holding the blade with Bishop Muhich is Past State Deputy Maynard Konechne 
and behind him is Past State Deputy John Limoges. (Courtesy Photo) KC Scholarships

Immaculate Conception, Winner KC’s Schol-
arship winners are Aryn Meiners and Megan 
Brozik. Tim Meiners of the KC’s is presenting 
the awards. (Courtesy photos)

St. Isidore, Colome KC’s Scholarship winner 
is x Petersek. Van Mansheim is  
presenting the award. 
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BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
Deacon Ben Black Bear, Jr., will cele-

brate his 45th anniversary of ordination 
next month. He was ordained to the per-
manent diaconate by Bishop Harold J. 
Dimmerling in St. Charles Church at St. 
Francis Mission, June 19, 1976. 

He has been married to his wife, Arlene 
D. Crow Eagle Black Bear for 53 years. 
They have five daughters and four sons.  

“I live in Two Strike Community, north 
of St. Francis,” he said. My parents were the 
late Iva Lone Dog Black Bear and Ben 
Black Bear, Sr. Both were strong Catholics 
all their lives. Also, they were traditional 
Lakota. They barely spoke Englishand they 
had a rough life trying to find jobs. They 
made sure that their children were educated 
in a Catholic school. Putting their children 
in a Catholic Boarding School was like 
killing two birds with one stone — the chil-
dren were educated and raised Catholic. 
Ben and Iva taught their children Lakota 
Language, culture and tradition by exam-
ple,” he said.  

Deacon Ben graduated from St. Francis 
Mission Catholic Boarding School. After 
graduation he earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Education from the University of 
S.D., Vermillion.   

“I have worked in a wide variety of jobs 
over the years. Such is the life of a reserva-
tion Indian. Most of the time I worked as a 
teacher of my native language, Lakhóta. I 
was Director of Indian Studies at Sinte 
Gleska University (in Mission) shortly after 
it started. I became Secretary of the Rose-
bud Sioux Tribe, and was elected Vice-
Chairman of the Tribe for two terms. I was 
elected Chair of the Board of Tribal Land 
Enterprise and Executive Director of the 
same organization for 13 years. I was on the 
board for 18 years,” said Deacon Ben. 

As a high school student, he knew he 
wanted to do something that was helpful to 
the Lakota People. Lakota culture empha-
sizes the community over the individual. “I 
finally settled on spreading the Catholic 
faith to the Lakota. I didn’t know at the 
time, how I would do that, but I figured I’d 
find a way later,” he said.    

He has had many grandfathers, uncles,  

grandmothers, and aunts who were medi-
cine women/men, or Catholic leaders. One 
uncle was a WWII veteran and an Episco-
pal minister. Another uncle worked as a 
Catholic Catechist. 

“I grew up hearing stories, especially 
from my mother. One was about the 
Wounded Knee Massacre. Apparently one 
of my grandmothers, a relative of Chief 
High Hawk, was killed at Wounded Knee. 
She is buried there in the mass grave. Chief 
High Hawk was my mother’s grandfather.  
He fought the 7th Cavalry after the 
Wounded Knee Massacre. He became a 
Catholic right before he died. That influ-
enced my grandmother and mother to be-
come strong Catholics all their lives.  

“My father’s grandfather, Hophéphe 
(Sharpfish), was baptized a Catholic in old 
age along with my grandmother. My grand-
father Mato Sápa (Black Bear), a Heyókha 
medicine man, was Catholic and also my 
grandmother and my father were Catholic. 
All that influenced me to try to be a strong 
Catholic. My grandfather, Black Bear, also 
worked as a catechist,” he said.  

Both the Sharpfish and Black Bear fam-
ilies were very active in the St. Joseph’s and 
St. Mary’s Societies over the years. They 
were elected officers of the societies or did 
other work in the activities of the societies. 

The Lay Ministry program was started 
by the Jesuits at St. Francis. “I joined that 
initially. Later, when the diaconate program 
was begun, and I started that training.  
Most of my teachers were Jesuits that I 
knew from the school,” he said. 

Three of the men he trained in the dia-
conate program were ordained before Dea-
con Black Bear — two of those were also 
Lakota.  

In the diaconate training program he 
learned many things about the Catholic 
Church — history, theology, Christology, 
sacraments, moral theology, and liturgy. 
“One of the funny things I learned was how 
to tie a cincture on the alb. Priests had a 
fancy way of tying the long cincture. So, 
when I got a shorter rope like a cincture I 
asked one of the Jesuits how to tie it. He 
tied it in a square knot. ‘Oh!’ I thought tying 
cinctures was in the rubrics,” he said.  

He was assigned to the St. Charles 
Parish in St. Francis. He also worked at the 
other parishes occasionally — Rosebud, 
Parmelee,  and Mission. “I conducted wakes 
and funerals all over the Rosebud Reserva-
tion including Mellette, Tripp and Gregory 
Counties. I was also active in the St. Joseph’s 
and St. Mary’s Societies until the 1980s. I 
was a member in the St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Circles,” said Deacon Ben.    

He officiated at weddings and baptisms. 
“I still preach once a month at St. Charles 
Church,” he said.    

“During the 1980s I was working with a 
young man on the Black Hills issue. Right 
after the Black Hills Court case was over 
with in 1980, we started a Black Hills Steer-
ing Committee to try to get back some of 
the Blacks Hills lands returned to the 
Lakota through Congressional Legislation.   

“The man I worked with is the one who 
actually made the suggestion that the Rapid 
City Diocese should have an Office of Na-
tive Concerns because the West River  
d iocese had five Lakota Reservations on it 
and most of them were Catholics,” said 
Deacon Ben.   

A study determined that 40% of 
Catholics in the West River area were 
Lakota. Bishop Charles Chaput established 
the Office of Native Concerns so that the 
bishop would have a program to reach the 
Lakota in the diocese. It has since been re-

named Native Ministry.   
“This happened in 1990. That was the 

Year of Reconciliation for South Dakota 
and it was the 100th anniversary of the 
Wounded Knee Massacre. I was appointed 
the first Director of the Office of Native 
Concerns. I worked as liaison to the Lakota 
people for the bishop.   

“After working for the bishop I went 
back to the reservation and became Direc-
tor of the Buechel Memorial Lakota Mu-
seum at St. Francis Mission. I took care of 
the exhibits and the collection for one year,” 
he said.  

After 25 years he resigned from working 
for the tribe. Then, he was hired at St. Fran-
cis Mission as the Lakota Studies expert.  

“I work with everything that has to do 
with the Lakota Language. I translate 
prayers, preach in Lakota, teach in Lakota.   

“When St. Francis Mission started Sápa 
Ún Academy, a Catholic school for elemen-
tary students, I started teaching the 
Lakhóta Language at that school. I really 
enjoyed teaching those little children. I 
think they enjoyed learning Lakhóta. At 
their end of the school program they put on 
some Lakota performances which surprised 
me quite a bit because they did it on their 
own. I didn’t tell them to do it or coach 
them. It was all on their own initiative.   

Deacon Ben Black Bear and his wife Arlene. (Courtesy photo)

Relatives helped Dcn. Ben Black Bear, Jr.  
become a strong Catholic

Deacon, Continued on p. 19
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In honor of the  
Year of St. Joseph 

 
If you know anyone named  

Joseph or Josephine, please 
send us their name and address 

so we can send them a card. 
 

Carmel of Mary Monastery  
17765 78th St. SE  

Wahpeton, ND 58075  
701-642-2360 

James “Heavy” Garnett ordained 35 years 

Rapid City Deacon Luis Usera urged Heavy to join the diaconate and Bishop 
Harold J. Dimmerling ordained James “Heavy” Garnett to the permanent di-
aconate on September 13, 1986 in the Mother Butler Center. Deacon 

Heavy served at St. Isaac Jogues Parish, 
Rapid City, and was active from 1986 
until the early 2000s. During his ministry, 
Deacon Heavy assisted at 11 a.m. Sun-
day Masses and preached occasionally. 
He conducted wakes and funerals. Dea-
con Heavy was the spiritual director for 
the Kateri Circle, but he was primarily a 
jail minister. After an accident left him 
partially paralyzed he continued his min-
istry using a wheelchair or crutches.  
Deacon Heavy is retired and lives in Hot 
Springs. (This WRC Archive photo was 
taken circa 1990.) 

Anyone who has served in ministry 
knows there is not a lot of feedback. “One 
time somebody called me up and said, ‘your 
preaching has turned me back to the 
Catholic faith.’  Just that short statement 
put me in seventh heaven. God is working 
through me. I am not changing the world, 
God is, through me,” he said.  

One of his biggest challenges has been 
learning to read and write in his native lan-
guage.  “Even though I spoke Lakhóta, I 
had to learn a lot in becoming literate in 

Deacon, Continued from p.18_________________________________
Lakhóta.  I had to learn how to translate 
and produce material in the language. All 
this involved learning on my own, and that 
was the most challenging,” he said.  

“I’m almost finished translating St. 
John’s Gospel to Lakhóta. As soon as I fin-
ish, I will retype St. Luke’s Gospel for 
checking. Then I will start on St. Mark’s 
Gospel. I’m anxious to get to the Epistles 
and Acts of the Apostles.  I hope I stay 
above ground until I can get there,” he con-
cluded.  

 

Deacon Ben Black Bear and his wife Arlene have nine grown children (Back row) 
Ben III, Mervin, Bruce, Bernard.  (Front row) Berlene, Benita, Mary, Michelle, 
Manette. (Courtesy photo)
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Remember HIS  
will in yours 

If you are planning to create or 
update your will and would like  
to include the Catholic Church, 

please call us. We can help. 

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 
Phone 605-721-6843  

www.wsdcf.org 
(Mailing) PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709 
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In Your Prayers 

In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and death anniversaries  
of the clergy who serve us.  Every effort has been made to have a complete list.

JUNE 
Birthdays: June 7, Dcn. Craig Pearson; June 17, Fr. John Heying; June 26, Fr. Tony 
Grossenburg; June 27, Fr. Ed Witt, SJ. 
 
Ordinations: June 1, 1974, Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ; June 3, 2017, Fr. Jacob  
Boddicker, SJ and Fr. Brad Held, SJ; June 6, 1991, Fr. Mark McCormick; June 6, 
2008, Dcn. Tom Freece; June 7, 1984, Fr. Kerry Prendiville; June 7, 2014,  
Dcn. Robert Ackerman; June 8, 1973, Fr. Dan Juelfs; June 8, 1979,  
Fr. Michel Mulloy; June 8, 1989, Fr. Brian Lane; June 8, 2001, Fr. Timothy Castor 
and Fr. Matthew Fallgren; June 9, 1988, Fr. Gary Oreshoski and Fr. Bryan 
Sorensen; June 9, 2000, Fr. John Heying and Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek; June 9, 2006, 
Fr. James Hoerter; June 10, 1983, Fr. James Kubicki, SJ; June 10, 1990,  
Dcn. George Gladfelter; June 11, 1982, Msgr. Michael Woster; June 11, 1992,  
Fr. Leo Hausmann; June 12, 1981, Fr. Peter Klink, SJ; June 12, 1998,  
Fr. Ed Vanorny; June 13, 1997, Fr. Janusz Korban; June 17, 1983, Fr. Ron Garry; 
June 19, 1976, Dcn. Ben Black Bear; June 19, 2014, Fr. Jonathan Dillon,  
Fr. Grant Gerlach, and Fr. Adam Hofer; June 20, 1987, Fr. James Lafontaine, SJ; 
June 25, 2003, Dcn. Larry Brown; June 26, 2009, Fr. Tyler Dennis; June 27, 2009, 
Dcn. Larry Kopriva and James Van Loan; June 29, 1995, Fr. Tim Hoag. 
 
Necrology: June 2, 1966, William McGuill; June 3, 1940, Bruno Suchsland;  
June 7, 1914, Joseph Chausee; June 8, 1952, Arthur LaFleur; June 9, 1963, 
Joseph O’Rourke; June 9, 1972, Francis Collins, SJ; June 10, 1982,  
Dcn. Max Plank; June 12, 1924, Thomas Hoban; June 12, 1936, Michael 
Straeten; June 14, 1975, Eugene Szalay; June 17, 1961, Walter Isherwood;  

June 19, 1967, Peter Price, SJ; June 20, 1946, Columban Bregenzer, OSB;  
June 22, 1975, Patrick McCormick; June 26, 1999, Joseph Zeller; June 26, 2018, 
Dcn. John Steffen; June 27, 1985, Victor Perky, SCJ. 
 

JULY 
Birthdays: July 13, Dcn. Greg Palmer; July 16, Fr. Christopher Hathaway, FSSP; 
July 23, Dcn. Calvin Clifford; July 28, Fr. John Paul Trask and Dcn. Steve  
McLaughlin; July 30, Dcn. Harold Condon; July 31, Fr. Matthew Fallgren.  
 
Ordinations: July 2, 2015, Fr. Mark Horn and Fr. John Paul Trask; July 3, 2003,  
Fr. Kevin Achbach; July 7, 1999, Fr. Tony Grossenburg and Fr. Brian Christensen; 
July 9, 2020, Bishop Peter Muhich (episcopal ordination); July 11, 1993,  
Dcn. Patrick Coy; July 17, 2003, Dcn. Gerald Bush; July 22, 1990,  
Dcn. Michael Curtin. 
 
Necrology: July 2, 1947, John McGowan; July 2, 1961, Patrick Quilligan; July 2, 
1972, Edward Balfe; July 3, 1966, Clarence Biever; July 4, 1966, Joseph Vorman; 
July 4, 2002, Christopher Scadron; July 7, 1992, Francis Berning; July 12, 1936, 
Aloysius Keel, SJ; July 12, 1957, Michael Brogan; July 13, 1957, Thomas Cole-
man, OCD; July 17, 1957, Tarcisius Keller; July 18, 1968, Henry Dunn; July 19, 
1890, William Mahoney; July 24, 1968, Joseph Golden; July 26, 1913, Robert  
Demeyer, SJ; July 26, 1965, William Leahy; July 30, 1917, Martin Kenel, OSB;  
July 30, 1965, Martin Wittman; July 31, 1939, Henry McRory. 

@RapidCitydiorc @RapidCitydiorcDioceseofRapidCity
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As of April 22 
Voluntary Subscription to 
the West River Catholic 

totaled $18,458,73 
 

Thank you very much for 
your support.

NEW DELHI (CNS) — Catholic offi-
cials in India are working to help citizens 
get help during the second wave of 
COVID-19 and the accompanying lock-
down. 

“Our priority now is to save as many 
lives as possible,” Archbishop Victor Henry 

Thakur of Raipur told ucanews.com. He 
said with movements restricted, the arch-
diocese is reaching out to as many people as 
possible through neighborhood networks to 
provide food and medical help, including 
getting patients admitted to hospitals. 

Bishop Jose Chittooparambil of Rajkot 
told ucanews.com: “We are providing med-
ical care to people under trees and in 
makeshift tents, as our priority is to save as 

many lives as possible.” Suspected patients 
who need home quarantine are provided ac-
commodation in church buildings, he said, 
since most village families live together in 
small mud houses where quarantine is not 
possible. 

Archbishop Thakur said that, during the 
first wave of the pandemic last year, 
Catholic activists helped migrant workers 
with cooked meals, drinking water and 

other basic requirements. 
“The priority has changed now,” the 

archbishop said. 
Ucanews.com reported medical facili-

ties are overwhelmed with more than 
300,000 new infections across India daily. 

On May 12, India reported 4,120 
COVID-19 deaths and 348,000 new 
cases, increasing total cases to 23.7 mil-
lion. 

As COVID19 spikes, Indian church officials look for ways to help
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2021 DATES: August 9-20 Shrines of France, Spain, and Portugal 
with Fr. Brian Lane; August 2-13 Footsteps of St. Paul, Greece with 
Fr. Kerry Prendiville (includes 4 day Aegean Sea Cruise);  
October 4-15 Italy with Fr. Dan Juelfs (trip includes proposed  
deacon ordination of our own Robert Kinyon) 
 
 

ALL PILGRIMAGES HAVE OPENINGS!

2022: June Northern Ireland/Scotland and Wales with Fr. Brian Lane; December Holy Land;  
(pick your date) Oberammergau Passion Play, Germany (pick your date) 

2023: Summer Lisbon, Portugal and World Youth Day with Jacques Daniel 
Select International Tours, POC Rita Dupres, 605-381-4988 

Register online or see more information and brochures on selectinternationaltours.com 

Shriya Gangineni, an eighth grader at 
St. Thomas More Middle School, is the 
champion of the University of South 
Dakota (USD) Final Scripps Spelling Bee. 
Her winning word — 
politicking — means en-
gaging in political discus-
sion or activity. The 
competition, held on 
March 6, involved fifteen 
spellers from South 
Dakota schools and 
lasted twenty rounds. To 
prepare, spellers studied 
Words of the Champions, 
the 4,000-word study re-
source provided by the 
Scripps National Spelling 
Bee. Gangineni now ad-
vances to compete in the 
2021 Scripps National 
Spelling Bee in July. 

In addition to qualify-
ing for the national fi-
nals, Gangineni also 
wins these prizes:  

• The Samuel Louis Sugarman Award, a 
2021 United States Mint Proof Set pro-
vided by Jay Sugarman, chairman and 
CEO of iStar Financial, in honor of his fa-
ther. Gangineni will receive the prize in the 
summer.  

• A one-year subscription to Britannica 
Online Premium, the premier online re-
source from Encyclopedia Britannica.  

• A one-year subscription to Merriam-
Webster Unabridged Online, the official 
word source for all levels of competition for 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee.  

EIGHTH-GRADER SHRIYA GANGINENI TO REPRESENT  
REGION IN NATIONAL SPELLING BEE

• A first place trophy and participation 
medal from the University of South 
Dakota. 

“It is a pleasure to have the spellers com-
pete and show their 
word knowledge. 
Shriya is the 10th Uni-
versity of South 
Dakota champion to 
represent our state at 
the Scripps National 
Spelling Bee,” said 
Marie Anne Ben, Uni-
versity of South 
Dakota Spelling Bee 
Coordinator. The fif-
teen final bee spellers 
competed in one of five 
regional tests earlier 
this year. A total of 116 
spellers competed in 
the regional tests repre-
senting 36 schools and 

over 8,095 South 
Dakota students partici-

pating in the 2020-2021 Scripps spelling 
bee program through the local schools. 
Awards were presented to the top three 
written test scorers and for the oral bee 
competition. The competition encourages 
students to set goals and dedicate time to 
study and prepare. 

The Scripps National Spelling Bee is the 
nation’s largest and longest-running educa-
tional competition. Visit spellingbee.com 
for more information about the Scripps Na-
tional Spelling Bee, which is administered 
on a not-for-profit basis by The E.W. 
Scripps Company. 

SHRIYA GANGINENI

20
21
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June 6  10            Lead/Deadwood | Timber Lake | Faith 
June 13  17          Wall | Bison | Spearfish 
June 20  24          Sturgis | Martin 
June 27  July 1    Ft. Pierre | Hot Springs | Gregory 
July 11  15            Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 
July 18  22            Cathedral | Piedmont 
July 25  29           Custer | New Underwood | Hill City

WWW.GODSCALL.ORG | FACEBOOK.COM/GODSCALL
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There are echoes of 
Romeo and Juliet, but 
the ending is happier.  

This story of  
forbidden love took place 
long ago on a  
Mediterranean island — 
1870s Sicily, to be exact.  

Elizabeth Lagudice 
was a beautiful  
noblewoman with dark 
curls and big eyes. Dona 
Elizabeth, as she was 
called, made a fabled  
mistake: she fell in love 
with a tailor.  

She was enchanted by Matteo Parisi, 
the hardworking young man who made 
dresses and evening coats for nobility. But 
because he lacked her social status, her 
parents did not approve of the match. And 
in a move that smacks of a Disney villain, 
they sequestered Elizabeth at home,  
hoping it would dissolve the attachment.  

It did not. 
Servants were sympathetic to the 

young couple, and they smuggled Matteo’s 
finest threads to Elizabeth to use as the 
cutwork for her hope chest. Among the 
hidden fabric was an exquisite white  
bedsheet.  

It was a love letter made of linen.  
Elizabeth held it close to her heart, and it 
kept the flame of love alive while they 
were apart.  

The needlework expected of young  
Italian women of that era was tedious.  
Elizabeth labored over the bedsheet from 
Matteo for two years, it is estimated,  
cutting tiny holes and then delicately 
threading them together, all while  
dreaming of a future with the handsome 
tailor. 

Eventually the two were reunited and 
married. They moved to Canada for a new 

beginning. Far from home and the aid of 
her servants, Elizabeth faced a steep 
learning curve. According to one story, 
she didn’t even know how to do her own 
hair. But the love she and Matteo shared 
only deepened with time, blessing them 
with seven children.  

They built a wonderful life together. 
They were self-sufficient, practical — they 
slept on the linen bedsheet Elizabeth had  
embroidered — and happy.  

In 1908 tragedy struck back home:  
Europe’s most powerful earthquake shook 
Sicily, followed by a vicious tsunami,  
flattening the island and killing some 
200,000 Italians. No one from Elizabeth’s 
family survived.  

The family estate had vanished,  
cementing her new life without noble  
status. She never looked back. 

Time passed, and Elizabeth grew to be 
a content old woman. One day in 1965, 
her daughter Josephine, herself an old 
woman, uncovered the bedsheet in a 
trunk. It was spotted and yellowed, but 
after being laundered and bleached, it 
came out beautifully — the Italian love 
letter, fully intact.  

Then came a brilliant idea: to turn it 
into a christening gown. Elizabeth’s great, 
great grandson Michael was the first to 
wear it, baptized at 1 week old. His  
siblings wore it later and then the next 
generation, stitching the family together 
in a sacramental way. It enabled them to 
preserve their heirloom and their heritage. 

The gown reminds the family that love 
trumps all. It’s a sign of hope, that a 
young woman could embroider for years 
and years, overcome opposition and finally 
marry the man of her dreams.   

“It speaks to the determination of  
people who have not always had a lot,” 
said Michael’s mother, Beth, who was 
named after the Sicilian noblewoman and 
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is now a 77-year-old retired 
postmaster. 

The gown is also a symbol of 
trust in divine providence. Like 
Elizabeth’s other descendants, 
Beth has responded to  
daunting circumstances with 
courage and trust. She dove into 
an unfamiliar job as a postal 
clerk after staying home with her 
kids, she led computer training 
for her colleagues when she  
utterly lacked technical savvy 
and she uprooted her life and 
moved to South Carolina for the 
benefit of her husband’s health.  

“Through the years I’ve 
learned that, as long as you’re 
trusting and have faith, what’s 
supposed to happen will work 
out,” she said. “Elizabeth waited 
a long time to get married. She 
had to stand her ground and say, 
‘Nope, this is what’s supposed to 
be.’” 
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