
atholicC WEST RIVER

January  2021
Informing Catholics in Western South Dakota since May 1973

Volume 49 Number 6   www.rapidcitydiocese.orgDiocese of Rapid City 
South Dakota

BY JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES 
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

 
VATICAN CITY — Mark-

ing the 150th anniversary of St. 
Joseph being declared patron of 
the universal church; Pope Fran-
cis proclaimed a yearlong cele-
bration dedicated to the foster 
father of Jesus. 

In a Dec. 8 apostolic letter, 
Patris Corde (“With a father’s 
heart”), the pope said Christians 
can discover in St. Joseph, who 
often goes unnoticed, “an inter-
cessor, a support and a guide in 
times of trouble.” 

“St. Joseph reminds us that 
those who appear hidden or in 
the shadows can play an incom-
parable role in the history of sal-
vation. A word of recognition 
and of gratitude is due to them 
all,” he said. 

 Mary’s husband and guardian 
of the son of God, St. Joseph 
turned “his human vocation to 
domestic love into a superhuman 
oblation of himself, his heart and 
all his abilities, a love placed at 
the service of the Messiah who 
was growing to maturity in his 
home.” 

Despite being troubled at first 
by Mary’s pregnancy, he added, 
St. Joseph was obedient to God’s 
will “regardless of the hardship 
involved. 

“In every situation, Joseph de-
clared his own fiat, like those of 
Mary at the Annunciation and 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethse-

mane,” the pope said. “All this 
makes it clear that St. Joseph was 
called by God to serve the person 
and mission of Jesus directly 
through the exercise of his 
fatherhood and that, in this way, 
he cooperated in the fullness of 
time in the great mystery of sal-
vation and is truly a minister of 
salvation. 

St. Joseph’s unconditional  
acceptance of Mary and his deci-
sion to protect her “good name, 
her dignity and her life” also 
serves as an example for men 
today, the pope added. 

“Today, in our world where 
psychological, verbal and physical 
violence toward women is so evi-
dent, Joseph appears as the figure 
of a respectful and sensitive 
man,” he wrote. 

Pope Francis also highlighted 
St. Joseph’s “creative courage,” 
not only in finding a stable and 
making it a “welcoming home for 
the son of God (who came) into 

the world,” but also in protecting 
Christ from the threat posed by 
King Herod. 

“The Holy Family had to face 
concrete problems like every 
other family, like so many of our 
migrant brothers and sisters who, 
today too, risk their lives to  
escape misfortune and hunger. In 
this regard, I consider St. Joseph 
the special patron of all those 
forced to leave their native lands 
because of war, hatred, persecu-
tion and poverty,” the pope said. 

As a carpenter who earned “an 
honest living to provide for his 
family,” Christ’s earthly guardian 
is also an example for both work-
ers and those seeking employ-
ment and the right to a life of 
dignity for themselves and their 
families. 

“In our own day, when  
employment has once more  
become a burning social issue  

Pope proclaims year dedicated to St. Joseph

St. Joseph and the Christ Child are depicted in a stained-glass window at 
Immaculate Conception Church in Westhampton Beach, N.Y. In a Dec. 8 
apostolic letter, Pope Francis proclaimed a yearlong celebration dedicated 
to St. Joseph, foster father of Jesus. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz)
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Voluntary Subscription Drive 
The West River Catholic is sent to every registered household 
in the diocese and it will continue to do so. However, to offset 

the price of production, each year a voluntary subscription drive is 
held. The suggested donation is $27, but all gifts are welcome. 

For your convenience an envelope is included in the January 
2020 edition if you wish to mail in your donation. If you wish to 

make your Voluntary WRC Subscription  
donation online, please go to: www.rapidcity 
diocese.org, click “Make a Gift” at the top of 
the page — select the “West River Catholic 
Newspaper — Voluntary Subscription” and it 
will take you to the donation page.

Good News



niversary of Roe 
v.Wade. In a culture 
that seems to value 
human life less and 
less, you and I are 
called to stand for 
the sacred dignity of 
every human person 
beginning from con-
ception until natural 
death. The unborn 
have no way to de-
fend themselves, so 
the Lord calls on you 
and me to defend them. After so many 
years of justifying the taking of unborn 
human life are we surprised that we devalue 
human life at its other stages more and 
more?  

Featured in this issue of the West River 
Catholic is the annual financial report for 
our diocese. Our diocese has had a chal-
lenging year for a number of reasons: the 
wait for a new bishop, the Coronavirus, and 
the economic ups and downs of our agri-
cultural and natural resource economy, to 
name just a few. I am grateful for everything 
all the members of our West River Catholic 
community did to keep our important min-
istries going during challenging times. Our 
people’s spiritual, physical, emotional, and 
pastoral needs do not go down in challeng-
ing times — just the opposite — and I am 
grateful for your support of our programs 
and ministries.  

My prayers for many blessings in this 
new year for you and your families and 
friends.  

 +Bishop Peter

As I write this column for our diocesan 
paper I am quarantined at home with 
COVID. I started having symptoms New 
Year’s Day and tested positive a couple days 
later. So, I am living proof that we aren’t 
done with the Coronavirus yet. I’m thankful 
that my symptoms have been pretty mod-
erate but can attest that this virus is not to 
be taken lightly. My experience of COVID 
has helped me have a deeper compassion 
for those who have struggled with this ill-
ness these past months and those who still 
fear coming down with it. With vaccines 
now becoming available, may we soon be 
able to put this pandemic in the rearview 
mirror. Speaking of vaccines, please take a 
look at the joint statement Bishop De-
Grood and I put out addressing moral con-
cerns about the development and testing of 
the two vaccines now available in the 
United States. It is available on our diocesan 
website www.rapidcitydiocese.org/covid-
19-vaccines/.  

Unfortunately, the New Year has also 
featured continuing civil unrest in our na-
tion. As followers of Jesus Christ and good 
Catholics we believe in the importance of 
the common good and should always treat 
others with respect — even those we have 
serious disagreements with. After all, the 
Lord himself teaches us to love our ene-
mies. Let us pray and work hard for our 
communities, state and nation and not be 
duped by the Evil One’s temptations to vi-
olence and division. Let us watch our 
tongues and speech and remember another 
important principle of our Catholic faith: 
“in all things charity.” 

This month also marks another sad an-
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Bishop Peter 
M. Muhich 
Diocese of  
Rapid City 

Exemplum  
Dedi Vobis  

‘I have given you  
an example’

Bishop Peter Muhich has announced the  
following assignment changes: 
Effective January 5, Fr. Mark Mastin, SCJ, has left the Lower Brule Reservation and returned 
to the U.S. Province of Priests of the Sacred Heart, Milwaukee, Wis. He is released from his 
assignment as pastor of the parishes of St. Mary, Lower Brule; St. Michael, Kennebec; and  
St. Mary, Reliance.  
  
Effective January 1, until further notice, Fr. Tyler Dennis has been appointed administrator of 
the parishes of St. Patrick, Wall and St. Margaret, Lakeside. This is in addition to his current 
assignment as pastor of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Martin; and Our Lady of Victory, 
Kadoka. 
  
Bishop Muhich has also received notification from the Congregation for Clergy in Rome that 
on November 24, 2020, Pope Francis granted the request for dispensation from the clerical 
state of Andrew Clark, formerly a permanent deacon in the Diocese of Rapid City. 

Let us pray hard and work  
hard for a better 2021

Vatican coverage of 
U.S. capitol breach 
The headline “Washington: Democracy 
wounded,” appears on the frontpage of the 
Jan. 7, edition of the Vatican's L'Osservatore 
Romano newspaper. The story is about the 
Jan. 6 storming of the U.S. Capitol by protest-
ers. (CNS photo)

WASHINGTON — Archbishop José 
H. Gomez of Los Angeles, president of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops issued 
the following statement in response to the 
Jan. 6 violence in the United States Capi-
tol: 

 “I join people of good will in condemn-
ing the violence today at the United States 
Capitol. This is not who we are as Ameri-
cans. I am praying for members of Con-
gress and Capitol staff and for the police 
and all those working to restore order and 
public safety. 

 “The peaceful transition of power is one 
of the hallmarks of this great nation. In this 
troubling moment, we must recommit our-
selves to the values and principles of our 
democracy and come together as one na-
tion under God. I entrust all of us to the 
heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary. May she 
guide us in the ways of peace, and obtain 
for us wisdom and the grace of a true pa-
triotism and love of country.”  

U.S. Bishops’  
President condemns  

violence

Washington pastors 
reflect on attack  

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Like many 
across the country, Father William Gurnee 
and Father Gary Studniewski watched in 
horror as a rioting mob stormed and ran-
sacked the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, attempt-
ing to disrupt Congress at it certified the 
Electoral College vote of President-elect 
Joe Biden. But for those two priests, the at-
tack hit particularly close to home, because 
they serve as pastors of Capitol Hill 
parishes in Washington. Father Gurnee 
leads St. Joseph Parish on the Northeast 
side of Capitol Hill and Father Studniewski 
leads St. Peter Parish on the Southeast side. 
Members of Congress and Capitol Hill 
staff members — who had to be rushed to 
safety during the attack — attend Mass at 
those two churches as do Capitol Hill po-
lice officers and those who live and work in 
the neighborhood.  

For Father Gurnee, witnessing TV cov-
erage of what was happening at the Capitol 
was especially painful, because before enter-
ing the seminary, he worked on Capitol Hill 
as a legislative assistant to the late Rep. 
Robert Smith, R-Oregon, and attended 
Mass at St. Joseph Church. After being or-
dained to the priesthood in 2000, he cele-
brated his first Mass at St. Joseph and since 
2017 he has been its pastor. “I never 
thought I’d have the privilege to be pastor 
here,” said the priest. “I revere this Hill.” 

Police Officer  
Brian Sicknick 
Officers with the U.S. Capitol Police and the 
Metropolitan Police Department of the  
District of Columbia salute the hearse of 
fallen Capitol Police Officer Brian Sicknick 
Jan. 10. The U.S. Air Force veteran died  
Jan. 7 after being injured the day before  
during the breach of the Capitol by President 
Donald Trump supporters. (CNS photo/Tyler 
Orsburn)
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St. Joseph, Continued from p.1 __________________________________________
and unemployment reaches record levels, 
even in nations that for decades have  
enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity, 
there is a renewed need to appreciate the 
importance of dignified work, of which St. 
Joseph is an exemplary patron,” he said. 

The Apostolic Penitentiary, a Vatican tri-
bunal that deals with matters of conscience, 
also issued a decree Dec. 8 stating that ple-
nary indulgences will be granted to 
Catholics not only through prayer and 
penance, but also through acts of justice, 
charity and piety dedicated to the foster fa-
ther of Jesus. 

Among the conditions for receiving an 
indulgence are a spirit detached from sin, 
receiving sacramental confession as soon 
as possible, receiving Communion as soon 
as possible and praying for the Holy  
Father’s intentions. 

However, the decree also highlighted 
several ways to obtain the indulgence 
throughout the year, including to those 
who “meditate on the prayer of the ‘Our 
Father’ for at least 30 minutes or take part 
in a spiritual retreat of at least one day that 
includes a meditation on St. Joseph.” 

As a “just man,” the document contin-
ued, who guarded “the intimate secret that 

lies at the bottom of the heart and soul,” 
St. Joseph practiced the virtue of justice in 
“full adherence to the divine law, which is 
the law of mercy.” 

“Therefore, those who, following the 
example of St. Joseph, will perform a  
corporal or spiritual work of mercy, will 
also be able to obtain the gift of the ple-
nary indulgence,” it said. 

Indulgences will also be granted to 
families and engaged couples who recite 
the rosary together and thus imitate the 
“same climate of communion, love and 
prayer lived in the Holy Family. “ 

Other acts of devotion include entrust-
ing one’s daily activities and prayers for 
dignified employment to St. Joseph, recit-
ing the litany, or any “legitimately  
approved” prayer to St. Joseph. 

During this time of pandemic, the 
Apostolic Penitentiary also decreed that 
special indulgences will be granted to the 
elderly, the sick and all those who “for  
legitimate reasons are prevented from 
leaving their home” by “reciting an act of 
piety in honor of St. Joseph and commit-
ted to fulfilling the conditions as soon as 
possible.” 

National Prayer Vigil for Life goes Virtual 

People arrive for the National Prayer Vigil for Life Jan. 23, 2020, at the Basilica of the  
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington. Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the 2021 vigil will only be broadcast Jan. 28 at 8 P.M. ET, and then bishops from 
across the country will take turns leading livestreamed Holy Hours throughout the all-night 
vigil. The service can be viewed on EWTN or livestreams from the basilica or from the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. (CNS photo/Gregory A. Shemitz) 

Bishop’s Calendar 

January 23 to February 17 
Subject to change without notice

January 23, Saturday 
5 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart Church, Martin 
6 p.m. Confirmation Mass, Our Lady of the 
Sacred Heart Church, Martin 
 
January 24, Sunday 
5 p.m. Newman Center Dinner, Adoration, 
Mass, Rapid City Newman Center 
 
January 26, Tuesday 
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board 
Meeting, Rapid City 
 
January 28, Thursday 
10 a.m. College of Consultors Meeting, 
Chancery  
 
January 30, Saturday 
4 p.m. Mass, BeFriender Ministry Training, 
Terra Sancta 
 
January 31- February 6 
National Catholic Schools Week 
 
February 1, Monday 
9 a.m. St. Thomas More High School, 
Mass, Cathedral  
6 p.m. Annual Men-in-Black Basketball 
Event, St. Thomas More High School 
 
February 2, Tuesday 
8:30 a.m. Staff Mass, Chancery  
1 p.m. Visit Classrooms, St. Thomas More 
Middle School, Rapid City 
 

February 3, Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. Visit Classrooms, St. Elizabeth 
Seton School, Rapid City 
5 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,  
St. Patrick Church, Wall 
6 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Patrick, Wall 
 
February 6, Saturday 
4:30 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,  
Cathedral  
5:30 p.m. Confirmation, Cathedral  
 
February 7, Sunday 
1:30 p.m. Mass (bilingual),  
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 
 
February 9, Tuesday 
11 a.m. – Mass, Junior Clergy Days, Sioux 
Spiritual Center   
 
February 11, Thursday 
11:30 a.m. Western South Dakota Catholic 
Foundation Executive Board Meeting, 
Terra Sancta 
 
February 13, Saturday 
5:30 p.m. Married Sweethearts Mass, 
Terra Sancta 
 
February 15, Monday  
Presidents’ Day, Chancery Closed 
 
February 17, Ash Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. Staff Mass, Chancery  
5:30 p.m. Mass, Cathedral  
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Director of Music and Director of Liturgy  
St. Joseph, Spearfish, has an opening for the Director of Liturgy and Music. 
This individual will oversee the parish liturgies including sacred music in 
parish worship and liturgy. The position can be filled by applying for a full-
time position and administering both jobs together of music and liturgy, or 
the position can split into two part-time jobs for two individuals.  A job  
description can be found on the St. Joseph Parish Web site.  
To apply send cover letter and resume to mwoster@diorc.org. 
Applications may also be mailed to: St. Joseph Church, Attn:  Msgr. Michael 
Woster, 844 North 5th Street, Spearfish, SD  57783 

BY CINDY WOODEN 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Recogniz-

ing “the gifts of each baptized person” —
women and men — Pope Francis ordered a 
change to canon law and liturgical norms 
so that women could be formally installed 
as lectors and acolytes. 

“A consolidated practice in the Latin 
church has confirmed, in fact, that such lay 
ministries, being based on the sacrament of 
baptism, can be entrusted to all the faithful 
who are suitable, whether male or female,” 
the pope wrote in his order changing canon 
law. 

The document, issued motu proprio (on 
his own accord), was published by the Vat-
ican Jan. 11. It changes the wording of 
Canon 230, paragraph 1. 

The canon used to say, “Lay men who 
possess the age and qualifications estab-
lished by decree of the conference of bish-
ops can be admitted on a stable basis 
through the prescribed liturgical rite to the 
ministries of lector and acolyte.” 

The updated canon will say, “Laity who 
possess the age and qualifications estab-
lished by decree of the conference of bish-

ops can be admitted on a stable basis 
through the prescribed liturgical rite to the 
ministries of lector and acolyte.” 

“The decision to confer also on women 
these offices, which involve stability, public 
recognition and a mandate from the bishop, 
will make the participation of all in the 
work of evangelization more effective in the 
church,” the pope said in a letter to Cardinal 
Luis Ladaria, prefect of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. 

In most dioceses around the world — 
and at the Vatican as well — women and 
girls have been lectors at Mass and have 
served at the altar for decades. That service 
was possible, not as a formally instituted 
ministry, but under the terms of Canon 230, 
paragraph 2, which allowed for women or 
men to carry out the functions “by tempo-
rary designation.” 

In his letter to Cardinal Ladaria, pub-
lished with the document changing canon 
law, the pope said that since the Second 
Vatican Council the church has made “a 
clearer distinction between the attributes of 
what today are called ‘nonordained (or lay) 
ministries’ and ‘ordained ministries,’” such 

as deacon, priest and bishop. 
Those distinctions, he said, make it “pos-

sible to dissolve the reservation of the for-
mer to men alone.” 

Pope Francis repeated St. John Paul II’s 
teaching that the Catholic Church “in no 
way has the faculty to confer priestly ordi-
nation on women” since Jesus chose only 
men as his apostles. 

But with “nonordained ministries it is 
possible, and today it seems opportune, to 
overcome this reservation” of allowing only 
men to be formally and permanently insti-
tuted as lectors and acolytes. 

The pope’s letter also said the Congre-
gation for Divine Worship and the Disci-
pline of the Sacraments would oversee the 
implementation of the change and would 
need to modify parts of the Roman Missal 
and the rite instituting lectors and acolytes. 

The “General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal” says: “The acolyte is instituted for 
service at the altar and to assist the priest 
and deacon. It is his place principally to pre-
pare the altar and the sacred vessels and, if 
necessary, to distribute the Eucharist to the 
faithful as an extraordinary minister.” 

Pope amends canon law so women can be installed as lectors, acolytes
“The lector is instituted to proclaim the 

readings from sacred Scripture, with the ex-
ception of the Gospel. He may also an-
nounce the intentions for the universal 
prayer and, in the absence of a psalmist, re-
cite the Psalm between the readings,” the 
instruction says. 

The instruction also says that in the ab-
sence of persons formally instituted for 
those roles, any qualified lay person may be 
assigned those roles. 

Pope Francis’ document and his letter to 
Cardinal Ladaria frame the question in the 
context of the gifts and talents given by the 
Holy Spirit “through the sacraments of 
baptism, confirmation and the Eucharist” to 
all members of the church so that they can 
contribute “to the building up of the church 
and to the proclamation of the Gospel to 
every creature.” 

And, he said, quoting his 2020 apostolic 
exhortation, Querida Amazonia, a formal, 
public installation of women in those min-
istries “would also allow women to have a 
real and effective impact on the organiza-
tion, the most important decisions and the 
direction of communities.”
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BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
 
“I just do stuff,” said Deacon Walt Wil-

son, Piedmont. He is age 80 and has a lot 
of stories, but he has just as many handy-
man projects under his belt.  

His carpentry, stonework, tiling, and 
plumbing have helped Our Lady of the 
Black Hills Church, Piedmont; Sioux Spir-
itual Center, Howes; and Terra Sancta  
Retreat Center, Rapid City.  

Feb. 7, he will be ordained 40 years. Only 
two other West River deacons have been 
ordained longer — Dcn. Ben Black Bear of 
St. Francis was ordained June 19, 1976, and 
Dcn. Joe Witte of Hot Springs was or-
dained September 22, 1979. These are in-
credible track records according to Dcn.  
Greg Sass, diocesan director of the Perma-
nent Diaconate. Most deacons are ordained 
closer to retirement age. Dcn. Sass said, 
“Then, a 10 year anniversary is a real mile-
stone.”   

Wilson had a Catholic education, start-
ing East River with Sacred Heart Parish 
School in Aberdeen, and minor seminary at 
Marty Mission through Blue Cloud Abbey. 
West River he is a graduate of Cathedral 
High School in Rapid City. 

Referring to Cathedral High school he 
said, “I don’t know why they let me in. I had 
a flat top haircut and smoked cigarettes,” he 
said.  

He recalled his first day of high school. 
“(Religion teacher) Fr. Richard Plante liked 
me, and I got along with him. He was pretty 
robust and when he entered the classroom 
everyone jumped up. He said, ‘Hey who are 
you? You are new here.’ I answered all his 
questions, and I must have gotten the an-
swers right. After class, Fr. Plante told me 
to stay. He stuck his hand out to shake and 
said, ‘I like you Wilson, you‘ve got spunk.’ 
He was a good friend from then on.”  

Wilson graduated from Rapid City 
Cathedral High School in 1957. “I played 
football and it’s the only thing that kept me 
in school. We had a good team — my sen-
ior year we were undefeated,” he said. 

He married his wife, Judy, Oct. 10, 1959.  
They had two boys, two girls, and took in a 
passel of foster children, one of whom they 
adopted, a daughter.  

He enlisted in the Navy and was a Ma-
chinist Mate 2nd class — working with 

Deacon Walt Wilson’s one-of-a-kind hands on ministry

boilers and steam engines. He was  dis-
charged in 1961. “When I got out, I went 
to work for Northwest Engineering laying 
pipe on Omaha St., when it was a gravel 
road. Then, the meat packing plant was 
looking for a refrigeration man. I worked 
there for 34 years doing whatever they 
wanted me to do. I was the plant engineer 
the last 20 years,” he said. 

 

Piedmont Parish  
In 1979, Fr. Emilio Nebiolo, an Air 

Force Chaplain and the priest assigned to 
St. Mary Parish, Piedmont, initiated build-
ing a new church because the Piedmont 
area was growing. “A friend of mine and I 
dug the basement for it. When we had the 
groundbreaking ceremony, I borrowed a big 
front end loader from another friend. 
Bishop (Harold) Dimmerling said,  ‘Hey 
Wilson where are the shovels?’ I said we 
don’t do things ‘token’ here in Piedmont. I 
said get on the loader and you’re going to 
do a bucket full of dirt. He said, “I can’t do 
that,” and I said yes you can, get in the seat, 
I’ll hide on the other side and I’ll run the 
controls. So, he got up there, we had a hard 
hat for him that said  ‘Bish’ on it. It was kind 
of fun.”  

That is not the end of his labor for Our 
Lady of the Black Hills parish. With the aid 
of family members, he tapped into the 
Black Hawk water supply, installed a well 
pump and septic tank, and tiled around the 
tabernacle and baptismal font. Outdoors, he 

made a stone grotto and for Christmas 
2020 he built a manger to hold the new 
statues purchased by his pastor, Fr. Andrzej 
Wyrostek . 

Fr. Chris Keeler, SJ, was the first resident 
priest in the Piedmont rectory. Father 
Keeler wore many hats while serving in the 
Diocese of Rapid City, including director of 
Catholic Social Services from 1976 to 1985, 
and he was a columnist for the West River 
Catholic. Father Keeler was a good friend of 
the two Jesuits who were starting a dia-
conate ministry in the diocese — Frs. John 
Hatcher and Pat McCorkell. Father Keeler 
talked Wilson into considering the min-
istry.  

 

Sioux Spiritual Center 

Deacon Wilson was ordained in 1981 by 
Bishop Dimmerling at Our Lady of the 
Black Hills Church, the same year as two 
other diaconate classmates, Claude Sauer 
and Gary Cooper were ordained.  

Recalling his training, he said, “We had 
a retreat, with Fr Harry Eglsaer, SJ. I was 
sitting in a recliner near the east side. I 
kicked my boots off, and pretty quick Fr. 
Harry said, ‘Lets go to the chapel and have 
Mass, then we will have our dinner.’ 

“At the sign of peace my wife kissed me 
on the cheek and said, ‘you have had 
enough peace for everybody here.’ I didn’t 
know what she was talking about. After 
Mass we  were walking back for dinner and 
I asked her. ‘You fell asleep while Fr. Harry 

was talking, and you snored so loud he had 
to cut his talk off because no one could hear. 
Don’t sit in that chair anymore, I couldn’t 
reach you to kick you and wake you up.’” 

The Sioux Spiritual Center has under-
gone several expansions over the years . He 
helped Fr. Jim Stehr, SJ, put plumbing in for 
the basement bathrooms. More recently, in 
November 2020,“I worked on the spring 
and cistern they use to feed water from. The 
stream was only flowing a gallon a minute, 
I thought of a better way to capture water 
from the spring.” With the aid of his son 
and grandson he increased the water to five 
or six gallons a minute.  

 

Terra Sancta Retreat Center 
His handy work is especially visible at 

Terra Sancta Retreat Center, where his 
daughter Reeny Wilson is the director.  His 
rock masonry work can be seen in the base 
for the St. Kateri Tekakwitha statue, in the 
St. Kateri Courtyard; in the 12 stone pillars 
that hold the communion rails from when 
the Benedictine Sisters owned the building 
that are now part of the landscape in front 
of the Holy Cross Chapel; as well as in the 
altar and ambo of the Cenacle, the small 
chapel. He poured concrete for the crucifix 
on the hill and set the steel base for the 
cross. He set the outside altar, ambo and  
built a fire pit. For the stations of the cross, 
leading up the hillside, he set the posts and 
poured the concrete. Referring to the gran-
ite tablets, “I put the stations in and I got 
them in order,” he chuckled. 

For the Children’s Memorial Garden, 
Dcn. Wilson designed, fabricated and in-
stalled the edifice where children’s names 
are hung. He said he made it look like the 
front of the chapel and added two sets of 
iron that look like angels’ wings.

Judy and Deacon Walt Wilson from Our Lady of the Black Hills Church, Piedmont

To congratulate  
Dcn. Walt Wilson on his 40th 

ordination anniversary,  
send cards to: 

 
Our Lady of the Black Hills 

Catholic Church 
12365 Sturgis Rd. 

Piedmont, SD 57769



BY CAROL GLATZ  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

 
VATICAN CITY — It may seem illog-

ical, but Christians are called to give God 
praise — not complaints — in times of 
darkness and difficulty, Pope Francis said. 

Jesus and the saints “show us that we can 
always give praise, in good times and bad, 
because God is the faithful friend — this is 
the foundation of praise, he is the faithful 
friend and his love never fails. He is always 
by our side; he always waits for us,” the pope 
said Jan. 13 during his weekly general audi-
ence. 

This is why, he said, “praising God is like 
breathing in pure oxygen. It purifies the 
soul, it helps you look at the horizon” and 
not see oneself as imprisoned or trapped in 
the current moment. 

Livestreamed from the library of the 
Apostolic Palace, the pope continued his se-
ries of talks on prayer, reflecting on the 
prayer of praise. 

He reflected on the time in Jesus’ early 

ministry when his great works and miracles 
were still met with unbelief: St. John the 
Baptist, who had been imprisoned, was un-
sure whether Jesus was truly the Messiah; 
some towns remained unrepentant; and the 
wise and learned had rejected his preach-
ing. 

According to St. Matthew, “Jesus does 
not lift up a lament to the Father, but rather 
a hymn of jubilation” and praise during this 
time of crisis and disappointment, he said. 

“Why?” the pope asked. 
“First and foremost, he praises him for 

who he is: ‘Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth.’ Jesus rejoices in his spirit because he 
knows and he feels that his father is the 
God of the universe” and he is “my father,” 
he said. 

“Praise springs from this experience of 
feeling” that he is the son of God and is 
loved. 

Jesus’ prayer and praise should also teach 
everyone who reads the Gospel “to judge 
our personal defeats in a different way, the 
situations in which we do not see clearly the 

presence and action of God, when it seems 
that evil prevails and there is no way to stop 
it,” the pope said. 

“Jesus, who recommended the prayer of 
asking questions so much, at the very mo-
ment when he would have had reason to ask 
the father for explanations, instead begins 
to praise him,” Pope Francis said. “It seems 
like a contradiction, but this is where the 
truth lies.” 

Praising God adds nothing to his great-
ness, he said, rather it allows one to experi-
ence the same happiness “of the pure of 
heart who love God in faith before seeing 
him in glory.” 

“Paradoxically it must be practiced not 
only when life fills us with happiness, but 
above all in difficult moments, when the 
path becomes steep,” he said, because “we 
learn that, through that ascent, that weari-
some path, those demanding passages, we 
get to see a new panorama, a broader hori-
zon.” 

For some reason, God willed that it 
would be “the little ones,” the pure of heart 

who would be most receptive to him, while 
the “learned” and the “wise” remained sus-
picious, closed and calculating, he said. 

Jesus rejoices in this fact, and “we too 
must rejoice and praise God because hum-
ble and simple people welcome the 
Gospel.” 

“In the future of the world and in the 
hopes of the church,” the pope said, “there 
are the ‘little ones’ — those who do not con-
sider themselves better than others, who are 
aware of their own limitations and their 
sins, who do not want to lord it over others 
— who, in God the father, recognize that 
we are all brothers and sisters.” 

Pope Francis asked people to take inspi-
ration and courage from the examples of 
Jesus and the saints, who lived in a world 
that did not fully change with their preach-
ing and who themselves would ultimately 
face death. 

Praising God purifies the soul, is like breathing ‘pure oxygen,’ pope says
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this essential work in 
our church, to con-
tinue to invite and 
create a culture of  
vocations in our fami-
lies, our parishes and 
our diocese.  

One of the images 
of St. Joseph that  
Father Calloway uses 
in his book on conse-
cration to St. Joseph is 
to see Joseph as the 
“Nurturer of the Son 
of God.”  This is a 
powerful image for all of 
us and one that calls each of us to action.  

This past October, Mark Schlichte, a 
parishioner of Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, is one who took to heart 
the call to be “Nurturer of the Son of 
God.” Mark posted this comment on 
Facebook when he encountered Bishop 
Peter standing in the center of our Cathe-
dral, flanked by three seminarians on each 
side of him.  

“I have witnessed courage in battle. 
Can you imagine the courage of these 
men, especially in these times, as they  
discern their vocation? Can you imagine 
the courage it takes KNOWING that 
they will have to engage Satan’s attacks 
that will come? That is unbelievable 
courage,” Mark wrote. “Pray for them, 
bless them, make them know you have 
their backs and pray for more courageous 
men and women to serve the church. And 
pray for priests and religious.” 

In this year of St. Joseph, I encourage 
you as a Nurturer of the Son of God your-
selves, to pray daily this prayer to St. 
Joseph, asking for his intercession upon 
our diocese so that many more of our men 
and women will not be afraid to act when 
God calls them.  

 
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
To you God entrusted his only Son; 
in you Mary placed her trust; 
with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father 
and guide us in the path of life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, 
and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
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Fr. Mark  
McCormick 

Director  
Office of 

Vocations 
MMcCormick 

@diorc.org 

I am not sure why I am surprised,  
although I am, by the fact that St. Joseph 
keeps showing up in my life. The first time 
St. Joseph really entered my radar screen, 
in an intentional way, was several years ago 
through my participation in three-year 
certificate in Spiritual Direction program 
through the Institute of Priestly Forma-
tion. The IPF taught me to start seeing my 
priestly heart as a spousal heart, like that 
of St. Joseph.  

St. John Paul II, in his Letter to Priests 
for Holy Thursday in 1992, wrote, “The 
priest is called to be the living image of 
Jesus Christ, the spouse of the Church. Of 
course, he will always remain a member of 
the community as a believer alongside his 
other brothers and sisters who have been 
called by the Spirit, but in virtue of his 
configuration to Christ, the head and 
shepherd, the priest stands in this spousal 
relationship with regard to the com- 
munity ...” 

“In his spiritual life, therefore, he is 
called to live out Christ's spousal love  
toward the Church, his bride. Therefore, 
the priest’s life ought to radiate this 
spousal character, which demands that he 
be a witness to Christ’s spousal love and 
thus be capable of loving people with a 

heart which is new, generous and pure.”  
Last March, several diocesan priests 

along with our seminarians, did a conse-
cration to St. Joseph using the book, “The 
Wonders of our Spiritual Father” by  
Father Don Calloway, a priest of the Con-
gregation of Marians of the Immaculate 
Conception. It was a grace-filled time to 
be able to pray with my brother priests 
and seminarians in the early days of the 
coronavirus pandemic, turning to the  
intercession of St. Joseph.  

St. Joseph Most Courageous, St. Joseph 
Pillar of Families, St. Joseph Comfort of 
the Afflicted, St. Joseph Hope of the Sick, 

St. Joseph Patron of the Dying, St. Joseph 
Terror of Demons and St. Joseph Protec-
tor of the Holy Church are just a few of 
St. Joseph’s titles that we called upon in 
preparing to consecrate our hearts to St. 
Joseph.  

This past summer I was visiting a priest 
friend of mine and several high school 
classmates in central Minnesota. On my 
way home, I passed through Montevideo, 
Minnesota, where I was born and  
baptized. I stopped and prayed at the 
church in which I was baptized. For some 
reason, I did not remember the church’s 
name, but to my great surprise it is the 
Church of St. Joseph.  

On the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
on December 8, Pope Francis announced 
the “Year of St. Joseph — Patris Corde 
(With a Father’s Heart). This marks the 
150th anniversary of the declaration of St. 
Joseph as patron of the Universal Church.  

In his apostolic letter, Pope Francis  
explained that the aim of this special year 
is to increase our love for this great saint, 
to encourage us to implore his intercession 
and to imitate his virtue and his zeal.  

In that letter Pope Francis describes St. 
Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and 
loving father, an obedient father, and an 
accepting father — a father who is  
creatively courageous, a working father 
and a father in the shadows.  

In my work as Vocation Director, I see 
my own spiritual fatherhood continue to 
deepen and grow as I walk and pray with 
these young men who are discerning a call 
to seminary formation and to the priest-
hood. This past year, I have called more on 
the intercession of St. Joseph to help me in 

‘St. Joseph keeps showing up in my life’
Last summer during a trip to 
Minnesota, Fr. Mark  
McCormick stopped at the 
church where he was  
baptized, St. Joseph Parish in 
Montevideo. He is amazed 
how often St. Joseph shows 
up in his life.  
(Courtesy photo)

2021 DATES: April 19-30 Shrines of France, Spain, and Portugal  
with Fr. Brian Lane; June 7-18 Poland with Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek; 
August 2-14 Footsteps of St. Paul, Greece with Fr. Kerry Prendiville; 
October 4-15 Italy with Fr. Dan Juelfs and the Diaconate Ordination 
of Robert Kinyon 

ALL PILGRIMAGES HAVE OPENINGS!

2022: June Northern Ireland/Scotland and Wales with Fr. Brian Lane; December Holy Land;  
(pick your date) Oberammergau Passion Play 

2023: Summer Lisbon, Portugal and World Youth Day 
Select International Tours, POC Rita Dupres, 605-381-4988 

Register online or see more information and brochures on selectinternationaltours.com 
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BY MARK PATTISON  
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Catholics, 

although they make up about 20% of the 
U.S. population, remain at 30% of the new 
Congress, according to a Jan. 4 report issued 
by the Pew Research Center. 

Catholics again are the single largest de-
nomination in Congress, just as they are in 
the United States. Protestants comprise a 
majority of both the House and Senate — 
55% of Congress as opposed to 43% of the 
population — but are splintered into more 
than a dozen different denominations. 

The number of Catholics in both cham-
bers actually dipped by five in the 117th 
Congress, from 163 to 158. But thanks to 
rounding, the percentage for both the 116th 
and 117th Congresses is 30%. However, 
they make up only 27% of freshman law-
makers. Methodists and Baptists sustained 
greater losses — seven seats for Methodists 
and six for Baptists. Lutherans also lost four 
seats. 

In the House, 77 of the chamber’s 
Catholics are Democrats and 57 are Repub-
licans, accounting for 31% of the body’s 

members. In the 100-member Senate, 14 
Catholics are Democrats and 10 are Repub-
licans. Democrats have had a majority of 
Catholics in each house since data first was 
collected in 1961 — the year John F. 
Kennedy, the nation’s first Catholic presi-
dent, was inaugurated. 

Taken together, Catholics and Protes-
tants account for 471, or 88.2%, of Con-
gress. 

The Democratic Party, though, is home 

to an overwhelmingly majority of non-
Christians. In the House, Democrats can 
claim 23 Jews, three each of Muslims and 
Unitarian Universalists, two Hindus, one 
Buddhist and one “other.” In the Senate, 
eight Jews, one Buddhist and one “unaffili-
ated” senator are Democrats. Americans 
with no church home, sometimes known as 
unaffiliated and often referred to as “nones,” 
now constitute 26% of the country, accord-
ing to Pew. 

By contrast, the Republican Party counts 
two of its House members as Jews, and a 
third who declined to answer — and no 
non-Christians in the Senate. With the exit 
of Sen. Tom Udall of New Mexico from the 
upper chamber, all remaining nine Mor-
mons in Congress are in the GOP. 

Pew suggested a reason behind the over-
representation of Christians in Congress. 
“Members of Congress also are older, on av-
erage, than U.S. adults overall,” Pew said. In 
the previous Congress, the average repre-
sentative was 57.6 years old, and the average 
senator was 62.9 years old. The average 
American is 37.9 years old. 

“Surveys have found that adults in that 
age range are more likely to be Christian 
than the general public — 74% of Ameri-
cans ages 50 to 64 are Christian, compared 
with 65% of all Americans ages 18 and 
older,” the report said. “Still, Congress is 
more heavily Christian even than U.S. 
adults ages 50 to 64, by a margin of 14 per-
centage points.” 

One trend Pew noted is the continued 
increase in the number of Protestants who 
do not claim a specific denominational affil-
iation, but instead identify themselves sim-
ply as “Protestant” or “Christian.” That 
number jumped from 80 in the 116th Con-
gress, which was seated in 2019, to 96 in the 
new Congress, including 15 Republican 
freshman lawmakers. 

The Pew report said it made no evalua-
tions of the religiosity of any member of 
Congress, but instead took their responses 
on religious affiliation at face value. Pew 
used data from CQ Roll Call’s question-
naires of individual members of Congress 
to tally the figures.The report was published 
the day before Georgia runoff elections. 

Pew report: Catholics, at 20% of population, make up 30% of Congress

The U.S. Capitol in Washington is seen at 
dawn on New Year's Day Jan. 1, 2021. (CNS 
photo/Tyler Orsburn)



Today, the common 
question in spiritual cir-
cles is not, “What is 
your church or your re-
ligion?” But, “what is 
your practice?”  

What is your prac-
tice? What is your par-
ticular explicit prayer 
practice? Is it Chris-
tian? Buddhist? Is-
lamic? Secular? Do you 
meditate? Do you do 
Centering prayer? Do 
you practice Mindful-
ness? For how long do 
you do this each day? 

These are good 
questions and the prayer practices they refer 
to are good practices; but I take issue with 
one thing. The tendency here is to identify 
the essence of one’s discipleship and reli-
gious observance with a single explicit 
prayer practice, and that can be reductionist 
and simplistic. Discipleship is about more 
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than one prayer practice. 
A friend of mine shares this story. He 

was at a spirituality gathering where the 
question most asked of everyone was this: 
what is your practice? One woman replied, 
“My practice is raising my kids!” She may 
have meant it in jest, but her quip contains 
an insight that can serve as an important 
corrective to the tendency to identify the 
essence of one’s discipleship with a single 
explicit prayer practice.  

Monks have secrets worth knowing. 
One of these is the truth that for any single 
prayer practice to be transformative it must 

be embedded in a larger set of practices, a 
much larger “monastic routine,” which com-
mits one to a lot more than a single prayer 
practice. For a monk, each prayer practice is 
embedded inside a monastic routine and 
that routine, rather than any one single 
prayer practice, becomes the monk’s prac-
tice. Further still, that monastic routine, to 
have real value, must be itself predicated on 
fidelity to one’s vows.  

Hence, the question “what is your prac-
tice?” is a good one if it refers to more than 
just a single explicit prayer practice. It must 
also ask whether you are keeping the com-
mandments. Are you faithful to your vows 
and commitments? Are you raising your 
kids well? Are you staying within Christian 
community? Do you reach out to the poor? 
And, yes, do you have some regular, explicit, 
habitual prayer practice? 

What is my own practice?  
I lean heavily on regularity and ritual, on 

a “monastic routine.” Here is my normal 
routine: Each morning I pray the Office of 
Lauds (usually in community). Then, before 
going to my office, I read a spiritual book 
for at least 20 minutes. At noon, I partici-
pate in the Eucharist, and sometime during 
the day, I go for a long walk and pray for an 
hour (mostly using the rosary as a mantra 
and praying for a lot of people by name). 

On days when I do not take a walk, I sit 
in meditation or Centering prayer for about 
fifteen minutes. Each evening, I pray Ves-
pers (again, usually in community). Once a 
week, I spend the evening writing a column 
on some aspect of spirituality. Once a 
month I celebrate the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation, always with the same confessor; 
and, when possible, I try to carve out a week 
each year to do a retreat. My practice sur-
vives on routine, rhythm, and ritual. These 

hold me and keep me inside my discipleship 
and my vows. They hold me more than I 
hold them. No matter how busy I am, no 
matter how distracted I am, and no matter 
whether or not I feel like praying on any 
given day, these rituals draw me into prayer 
and fidelity. 

To be a disciple is to put yourself under 
a discipline. Thus, the bigger part of my 
practice is my ministry and the chronic dis-
cipline this demands of me. Full disclosure, 
ministry is often more stimulating than 
prayer; but it also demands more of you and, 
if done in fidelity, can be powerfully trans-
formative in terms of bringing you to  
maturity and altruism. 

Carlo Carretto, the renowned spiritual 
writer, spent much of his adult life in the 
Sahara Desert, living in solitude as a monk, 
spending many hours in formal prayer. 
However, after years of solitude and prayer 
in the desert, he went to visit his aging 
mother who had dedicated many years of 
her life to raising children, leaving little 
time for formal prayer. Visiting her, he  
realized something, namely, his mother was 
more of contemplative than he was! To his 
credit, Carretto drew the right lesson: there 
was nothing wrong with what he had been 
doing in the solitude of the desert for all 
those years, but there was something very 
right in what his mother had been doing in 
the busy bustle of raising children for so 
many years. Her life was its own monastery. 
Her practice was “raising kids.” 

I have always loved this line from Robert 
Lax: “The task in life is not so much finding 
a path in the woods as of finding a rhythm 
to walk in.” Perhaps your rhythm is “monas-
tic,” perhaps “domestic.” An explicit prayer 
practice is very important as a religious 
practice, but so too are our duties of state. 

What is Your Practice?

Fr. Ron  
Rolheiser 

 
President  

Oblate School of 
Theology 

San Antonio, TX 
 

www.ronrol 
heiser.com
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Catholic Daughters Education Contest 
Calling all students from grades 4-12, and Adult CDA members, it’s time to start think-

ing about entering the Catholic Daughters National Education Contest. Local contest 
deadline is February 1, 2021. 

Encourage your children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, goddaughters, godsons, 
and neighbors to check out the rules for this contest and enter. 

 
This year’s themes are: “Let all you do be done with love,” 1 Cor. 16:14 or “Show love 

to one another.” You may enter only one theme for each category. The categorys are: 
Division 1 (grades 4-5) Art, Computer Art, Essay, Poetry 
Division 2 (grades 6-8) Art, Computer Art, Essay, Poetry, Music, Photography 
Division 3 (grades 9-12) Art, Computer Art, Essay, Poetry, Music, Photography 
Division 4 Adult CDA members. Art, Poetry, Photography 
For a complete description of the rules and official contest entry form, see below, or 

contact: Pat McDowell, 4833 Pierre St., Rapid City, SD 57702, phone 605-787-0638 or 
email patmcdowell44@gmail.com. 

The one first place winner for each category in each division will be forwarded to the 
State Contest Chairperson and winning entries at the state level will be forwarded to the 
National Education Chairperson. National prizes for each division are: First: $100, Second: 
$50, and Third: $25. 

60th Wedding Anniversary 
Rudy and Mary (Farley) Cornay were united 
in marriage on February 4, 1961 at  
St. Anthony of Padua Church in Hot 
Springs. They are both retired from the VA 
Medical Center where Mary was a  
registered nurse and Rudy worked in  
engineering. Their family includes Monica 
(Don) Repp, Michele (Bob) Zadalis and 
Mark (Becky) Cornay along with  
grandchildren Stacie (Caleb), Christopher, 
Jacob and Lauren and great-grandchildren 
Audrey and Natalie.  
 
Please send them a congratulations email 
at Cornay60Year@gmail.com.

Copyright ©2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,  
Washington D.C. All rights reserved. Photo: Manuel Rueda

Copyright ©2020, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops,  
Washington D.C. All rights reserved. Photo: Daman Wojciechowski, SJ
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CHA letter to Biden reveals  list 
of health care priorities 

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The 
Catholic Health Association issued an  
extensive list of priorities it would like Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden’s administration to 
pursue. Those priorities include strengthen-
ing the Affordable Care Act, increasing  
access to affordable health care, making 
senior citizens a priority, removing barriers 
to health care access by immigrants, and in-
creased focus on the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic. “It will take a highly coordinated 

federal response to bring the virus under 
control and stabilize our nation’s health care 
delivery system,” said Mercy Sister Mary 
Haddad, CHA president, in a Jan. 7 letter 
to Biden, Vice President Kamala Harris and 
the Biden transition team. The text of the 
five-page, 2,100-word letter was released 
Jan. 8 by the CHA. Sister Haddad said she 
wants to see, among other things, improved 
supply and distribution of COVID-19 vac-
cines as well as that of personal protective 
equipment and COVID-19 testing kits. 
“Our long-term care facilities and other 

programs,” she said, “did not receive protec-
tive equipment or testing when they needed 
it. Then, when help did arrive, the initial 
equipment was often of poor quality and 
not usable.” 

Sister Haddad also asked that the  
incoming administration honor “reasonable 
conscience protections to allow Catholic 
health facilities to continue to provide 
health care in accord with our religious and 
moral convictions. ... ensure that Catholic  
care facilities can continue to provide vital 
services to those most in need.” 

 

Bishops say U.K. should  
eliminate nuclear arsenal 

MANCHESTER, England (CNS) — 
The U.K. should “forsake” its nuclear arsenal 
and spend the money it saves on helping the 
poorest people of society, Catholic bishops 
said. In a Jan. 11 statement, Scottish and 
English bishops said the U.N. Treaty on the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons offered an 
opportunity to build peace through dia-
logue rather than the threat of mutual de-
struction. They said that the treaty, which 
was signed by 122 countries in 2017 and 
will come into legal force Jan. 22, was a “his-
toric milestone on the path to nuclear dis-
armament.” The treaty creates a legally 
binding instrument for the prohibition of 
nuclear weapons with a view to their total 
eradication. Britain has not signed the 
treaty. Other countries with nuclear arsenals 
— Russia, the U.S., China, France, Israel, 
India, North Korea and Pakistan — also 
have not signed. The bishops said in their 
joint statement that the treaty could serve 
to help countries “refocus on genuine peace-
building rooted in dialogue, justice, respect 
for human dignity, and care for our planet.” 

 
Christians lift others up by  
listening, sharing God’s love 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Christians 
are called to lead and lift people up by being 
close to them and sharing God’s love, not 
by judging them, Pope Francis said. It is the 
same way Jesus saves, not with “a supreme 
decision or a show of force, a decree. No, He 
saves us by coming to meet us and taking 
our sins upon himself,” the pope said before 
praying his Sunday Angelus address Jan. 10, 
the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. Tra-
ditionally, the pope would have held his an-
nual celebration of infant baptisms in the 
Sistine Chapel on the feast day. However, 
because of the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, the children were to be baptized in 
their home parishes. The pope tweeted on 
his @Pontifex account that although he 
could not lead the celebration, “I am pray-
ing for all the children who at this time are 
receiving baptism, the Christian identity, 
the grace of forgiveness and of redemption.” 
God conquers the evil of the world “by 
humbling himself and taking charge of it,” 
Pope Francis said. “It is also the way that we 
can lift up others: not by judging, but by 
being close, empathizing, sharing God's 
love.”

News Briefs
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OFFICE OF BISHOP

January 19, 2021

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY

PO Box 678 l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57709-0678 l (605) 343-3541 
Parcel: 606 Cathedral Drive l Rapid City, South Dakota l 57701-5498

Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Most Rev. Peter Muhich 
Bishop of Rapid City

The annual audit for the Diocese of Rapid City was performed by the  
accounting firm Ketel Thorstensen, LLP. A copy of the audit is available for 
review at the Chancery Office. In accordance with the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Resolution on Diocesan Financial Reporting, information 
 regarding the review and approval of the audit report has been provided to 
the Archbishop of St. Paul and Minneapolis. Your comments and questions 
are welcome. A complete set of audited financial statements are on the 
diocese website: www.rapidcitydiocese.org/finance/.

Thank you 

 Dear Members of the Diocese of Rapid City, 
At this time of year we look back on the past fiscal year and report on how things went and give a report on how we are doing in the current fiscal 

year which began on July 1. While I am still relatively new, I have had the opportunity to start familiarizing myself with how things are done in my new 
diocese. 

I know from traveling the diocese that every household and parish have had to deal with the challenges of 2020. Trends in the agricultural and 
natural resource economies, the Coronavirus pandemic as well as clergy scandals in our local church, and the wait for a new bishop added to the factors 
that we had to deal with last year (and into the new fiscal year). 

During all of this, the spiritual, physical, and pastoral needs of our diocese and parishes have not lessened. In fact, common sense tells us they have 
increased. I want to thank all of you for hanging in there during these difficult times and making sure the work of the church continues, that all of the 
people who look to the diocese for support can continue to find it.   

We have been good stewards of the funds you have given us by reducing management and general costs from the fiscal year 2019/2020 to fiscal year 
2020/2021. We also cut our budget by over $300,000 (8%) to make sure we are living within our means. While I am concerned that the mission of the 
diocese continues to be strong and effective, I am committed to sharing the sacrifices we are all asked to make during our current circumstances. 

We are about half-way to our goal or reaching this year’s Annual Diocesan Appeal. We have received about 85% of the pledges we expected to 
receive at this point in time. 

While we are grateful to continue to receive grants from organizations like Catholic Extension Society, the USCCB Committee on Home Missions, 
the Black & Indian Mission of Office, and others, the amounts of these grants have been declining in recent years and we cannot expect them to increase 
or even maintain their current levels. 

I have been assured that the people of the Diocese of Rapid City have always risen to the challenges our local church has faced over the years. From 
my experience of visiting about 80% of our parishes since becoming your bishop I can see why. I have met warm, hardworking and faithfilled people 
who take the work of the church seriously.   

Please do what you can to generously support the work of he diocese. I promise to be a good steward of your support. Every donation large and 
small will help us meet our challenges. 

Diocese of Rapid City 
Financial Statement for July 1, 2019, through June 30, 2020

To all who generously gave to their local 
parish and the Diocese of Rapid City  

during these difficult times.   

Diocesan  
Finance  
Council  

Jeff Berzina, Rapid City 
Pat Burchill, Rapid City 
Bruce Byrum, Spearfish 

S. Roy Dishman, Rapid City 
Timothy Frost, Rapid City 

Rev. Adam Hofer, Rapid City 
Stephanie Hurd, Rapid City 

Leisa Nash, Piedmont 
Don Stukel, Gregory 

Robert Wentz, Piedmont   

Ex Officio 
Members  

Most Rev. Peter Muhich 
Very Rev. Leo Hausmann 

Daniel Duffy 
Margaret Simonson 

Rick  Soulek  

Investment  
Committee  

Jeff Berzina 
Pat Burchill   

Bruce Byrum 
Don Stukel
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2020 

 

1,249,089 

5,236,494 

7,211,166 

15,994,601

2,348 

512,570 

80,024 
30,286,292 

 
 

791,511 

2,776,609 

4,281,040 
7,849,160 

 

 

2,480,750 

1,995,004 

 

7,000,033 

10,961,345

22,437,132 
 

30,286,292

Other Program  
Services 

22%

Fundraising   8%

Evangelization 
and Outreach 

42%

Management 
and General  

17%

Seminarian 
and Clergy  

11%

Fiscal Year 2020 Expenses

                                                                                                              Without                                                                               Total                         Total 
                                                                                                                Donor                              With Donor                   Fiscal Year              Fiscal Year 
                                                                                                          Restrictions                         Restrictions                          2020                          2019 

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY  
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2020 

ASSETS 
Cash & Cash Equivalents (1) 

Investments (1) 

Receivables (2) 

Property & Equipment (2) 

Assets held by others 

Investment – SM Properties, LLC 

Investment – Cash Surrender Life Ins 

      Total Assets 
 
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities 

Amounts Held for Others (3) 

Debt on Pastoral Center and Terra Sancta Property (2) 

     Total Liabilities 
 
NET ASSETS 
With Donor Restrictions 

     Restricted in Perpetuity 

     Purpose/Time Restrictions 

Without Donor Restrictions 
     Designated 

    Undesignated 

    Total Net Assets 
 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 

2019 
 

349,932 

6,113,218 

9,175,885 

13,818,971 

2,332 

562,841 

86,473 

30,109,652 

 

 

300,076 

2,274,894 

4,391,035 

6,966,005 
 
 

 

2,426,520 

2,217,725 

 

7,092,442 

11,406,960 

23,143,647 
 

30,109,652 

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY  
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2020

(1) Approximately  $0.5 donation was given to the Priests Retirement Plan in Fiscal Year 19. 
(2) Approximately $2 million and $0.5 of Other Program Services are expected Parish Grants associated with the Living the  
Mission capital campaign for the Fiscal Years 19 and 20 respectfully. 
(3) Approximately $1.6 million and $0.1, of fundraising, were professional services associated with the Living the Mission  
capital campaign for Fiscal Years 19 and 20 respectfully. 

(1) The changes in Cash and Investments is associated with the $620,000 of additional cash in our investment portfolio at 6/30/20. 
(2) The primary reason for changes in Receivables, Property & Equipment, & Debt are attributable to the Living the  
Mission campaign.  
(3) Approximately $2.5 million of Amounts Held for Others are expected Parish Grants and distributions associated with the  
Living the Mission campaign.

Summary of the diocesan finances  
for the Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2020 
The Diocese of Rapid City has had a year full of blessings and  

challenges during 2020. We are deeply grateful for the support of 
 benefactors to allow us to fund necessary diocesan ministries.    

This year’s financials were highlighted by a challenging Annual 
Diocesan Appeal, the remodeling of the new Chancery, and completing 
the initial pledge solicitations for the Living the Mission capital  
campaign. Thank you for your ongoing support, allowing us to continue 
living the mission in western South Dakota. 

The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation continues to be the 
largest contributor to the support of our diocese. We are very grateful to 
all those who work with the foundation as well as all those who have 
contributed to its growth. Please keep the foundation in your prayers 
and consider offering your support through financial gifts and estate 
plans.  

Since opening in 2012, Terra Sancta Retreat Center has been a  
wonderful asset for our diocese. In the past year, the retreat center 
hosted significantly fewer events after March 2020 because all major  
diocesan and other events were canceled due to COVID-19 concerns. 
By following enhanced cleaning, social distancing and mask protocols, 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center has been able to remain open for prayer, 
reflection and for small to medium size events. The retreat center also 
responded with two outreach ministries. The team prays daily with  
virtual guests through their social media platforms (facebook.com/terra 
sanctaretreatcenter). Additionally, Terra Sancta Retreat Center started a 
catering to go service. This has allowed them to generate some revenue 
and continue to employ their catering team and other staff while  
providing a great service to our neighbors and the community. More on 
this can be found at http://terrasancta.org/togo. 

Catholic Extension, Catholic Home Missions, the Black & Indian 
Mission Office, and the Mission Cooperative have also provided  
valuable support to various ministries in our diocese. In addition to the 
amounts listed in our financial reports, some of the funding from these 
entities was also directed to parishes throughout the diocese. Please 
continue your prayerful and financial support for these generous  
organizations. 

The diocesan financial picture shown here does not include the  
support that many parishioners offer to their local parishes. We are 
grateful for all that parishioners do for their local parishes.   

A copy of the full audit is available on the Diocese of Rapid City 
website or through the Finance Office of the diocese. Your comments 
and questions are welcome. Please direct questions or requests to Rick 
Soulek, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709, (605-343-3541).  

Support and Revenue 
Living the Mission Appeal                                                 700,975                                                              700,975            9,704,615  

Annual Diocesan Appeal                                                 1,423,087                                                           1,423,087            1,592,642  

Diocesan Programs and Misc. Income                               373,790                            122,699                     496,489               695,093  

Western SD Catholic Foundation Grant                                                                     381,361                     381,361               659,903  

Investment Income                                                               10,304                            164,557                     174,861               406,536  

Outside Funders (Catholic Extension, 

    Comm Home Missions/BIMO, 

    Mission Coop)                                                                  24,282                            225,676                     249,958               222,605  

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Income                                  155,074                                                              155,074               196,795  

Gifts and Bequests                                                              114,933                              76,415                     191,348               115,200  

Parish Assesments                                                                40,808                                                                40,808                 42,700 

Net Assets Released From Restrictions                           1,139,199                        -1,139,199                                0                          0 

    Total Support and Revenue                                                   3,982,452                                  -168,491                      3,813,961            13,636,089 
 
Expenses  
Evangelization and Outreach                                                                                                                     1,910,714            1,959,702  

Seminarian and Clergy (1)                                                                                                                            485,594            1,046,351 

Other Program Services (2)                                                                                                                        1,019,823            2,620,576 

Fundraising (3)                                                                                                                                              355,049            1,875,865  

Management and General                                                                                                                             757,055               851,055 

    Total Expenses                                                                                                                                                                            4,528,235               8,353,549  
 
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS                                                                                                            (714,274)               5,282,540
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Major Sponsorship Levels

$2,000
Saint’s Circle

$1,500
Sacred Circle

$1,000
Holy Circle

$500
Bishop’s Circle

Yes, I would like to help CSS fulfill its mission by sponsoring the annual Palm Sunday Brunch. 

       I have enclosed a check in the amount of: $  Please bill me: $  

Amount to be charged: $ Signature:

Print name exactly as it appears on this card

Billing address City State Zip       Phone (incl. area code)

Card expiration date

As a major sponsor, you will be recognized in the Palm Sunday  
event program, at the brunch, and in the CSS quarterly newsletter.

I cannot be a major sponsor at this time, but I have enclosed a check for $              to help 
Catholic Social Services provide critical services.

Name:     Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Phone:     E-mail: 

o o

o

I will pay by credit card:___MC___VISA  Acct #: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   

Number of complimentary tickets to the brunch: Adults:          Children under 10:

I have paid via Stripe online at www.CatholicSocialServicesRapidCity.com — Palm Sunday Brunch

o

529 Kansas City Street l Rapid City, SD 57701 l (605) 348-6086 l toll free (800) 727-2401 
fax (605) 348-1050 l css@cssrapidcity.com l www.CatholicSocialServicesRapidCity.com (Stripe)

BY CAROL GLATZ  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Both Pope 
Francis and retired Pope Benedict XVI 
have received the first dose of the vaccine 
against COVID-19 after the Vatican 
started vaccinating its employees and resi-
dents Jan. 13. 

Matteo Bruni, director of the Vatican 
Press Office, confirmed the news Jan. 14. 

While it was reported widely that Pope 
Francis received the vaccine Jan. 13, the  
retired pope’s secretary, Archbishop Georg 
Ganswein, told Vatican News that Pope 
Benedict received his shot the morning of 
Jan. 14. 

The archbishop had told the German 
Catholic news agency KNA Jan. 11 that the 
93-year-old pope, who lives in a converted 
monastery in the Vatican Gardens, and his 
entire household staff wanted to be vacci-
nated as soon as the vaccine was available 
in Vatican City State. 

He told Vatican News that the retired 
pope has been following the news “on tele-

vision, and he shares our concerns about the 
pandemic, about what is happening in the 
world, about the many people who have lost 
their life because of the virus.” 

“There have been people he knows who 
have died because of COVID-19,” he 
added. 

Archbishop Ganswein said the retired 
pope is still very sharp mentally but that his 
voice and physical strength have weakened. 
“He is very frail and only can walk a little 
with a walker.” 

He rests more, “but we still go out every 
afternoon, despite the cold, in the Vatican 
Gardens,” he added. 

The Vatican’s vaccination program was 
voluntary. The Vatican health service was 
giving priority to its health care workers, se-
curity personnel, employees who deal with 
the public and older residents, employees 
and retirees. 

In early December, Dr. Andrea Arcan-
geli, director of the Vatican health service, 
said they would begin with the Pfizer vac-
cine, which was developed in conjunction 
with BioNTech. 

The Vatican health service began vaccinating employees, residents and retirees with the 
COVID-19 vaccine Jan. 13, in a makeshift clinic set up in the atrium of the Vatican audience 
hall. Pope Francis and retired Pope Benedict XVI have both said they will be vaccinated. (CNS 
photo/Vatican Media)

Pope Francis had said in a television in-
terview broadcast Jan. 10 that he too would 
be vaccinated against the coronavirus as 
soon as it was available. 

He said that he believed that from an 
ethical point of view, everyone should take 
the vaccine because those who did not 
would not only put their own lives at risk, 

but also the lives of others. 
In a press release Jan. 2, the Vatican’s 

health services department said it purchased 
an “ultra-low temperature refrigerator” for 
storing the vaccines and said it expected to 
receive enough doses to cover “the needs of 
the Holy See and Vatican City State.” 

Popes Francis, Benedict receive their first doses of COVID-19 vaccine

January 
Human Fraternity 
May the Lord give us the grace to live 
in full fellowship with our brothers and 
sisters of other religions, praying for 
one another, open to all. 

February 
Violence Against Women 
We pray for women who are victims of 
violence, that they may be protected by 
society and have their sufferings  
considered and heeded. 

APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

Papal Prayer Intentions
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Upcoming Events: In Your Prayers for February and March 

In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays,  ordination and 
death anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Anniversaries: Feb. 1, 2013, Dcn. 
Gregory Sass and Dcn. James Scherr; Feb. 7, 1981, Dcn. Walt Wilson. Birthdays: 
Feb. 3, Dcn. Fred Tully; Feb. 4, Dcn. Thomas Freece; Feb. 27, Dcn. Gregory Sass. 
Necrology: Feb. 3, Dcn. Victor Bull Bear; Feb. 4, 1978, Leo Feuerbach; Feb. 6, 1978, 
Charles Quinn; Feb. 10, 1893, Richard Maher, CSC; Feb. 11, 1972, Philip Clark; 
Feb. 11, 1978, Aloysius Grady; Feb. 13, 1905, John Toohey, CSC; Feb. 13, 1994, 
Leo O’Doherty; Feb. 14, 1903, Aloysius Bosch, SJ; Feb. 16, 1933, Henry Kelly;  
Feb. 16, 1980, William Diskin; Feb. 17, 2003, Dcn. Chester Murray; Feb. 19, 1890, 
Charles Metzger, OP; Feb. 19, 1983, William Boat; Feb. 21, 1880, Bernard Mackin; 
Feb. 21, 1986, Dcn. Stephen Red Elk; Feb. 27, 1929, John Lynch. 
 
Ordinations; Mar. 11, 1995, Dcn. Bill Dustman; Mar. 28, 1977 Fr. Arnold Kari;  
Mar. 31, 2016, Dcn. Lloyd Frein and Dcn. Craig Pearson. Birthdays: Mar. 2, Dcn. 
Gerald Bush; Mar. 3, Dcn. “Heavy” Garnett; Mar. 13, Dcn. Ben Black Bear, Jr.;  
Mar.  15, Msgr. Michael Woster; Mar. 17, Fr. Grant Gerlach; Mar.  20, Dcn. Walt Wil-
son; Mar. 21, Dcn. Patrick Coy; Mar.  22, Fr. Edmund Yainao; Mar. 24, Dcn. Charles 
Rausch; Mar. 26, Dcn. Luis Usera; Mar. 27, Fr. Richard Novotny and Fr. Zane Pekron. 
Necrology: Mar. 5, 2013; Reuben Valades; Mar. 6, 1966, John DeRaff; Mar.  7 
1991, James Sheehan; Mar. 8, 1965, George Heup; Mar. 11, 1948, Bishop John 
Lawler; Mar 11, 1964, Arthur O’Brien; Mar. 11, 1965, Benedict Detterman, TOR; 
Mar. 14, 1975, Wenzel Sobolewski; Mar. 14, 2003, Glendon Welshons, SJ;  
Mar.  16, 1994, Arthur Doyle; Mar. 16, 2014, Paul Dahms; Mar. 17, 1955, Francis 
Parisian; Mar. 21, 1977, James Tunnissen, SJ; Mar. 22, 1909, Emil Perrig, SJ;  
Mar. 24, 1987, Thomas Gorman; Mar. 25, 1972, Alban Reid; Mar. 27, 1964, Philip 
O'Connell; Mar. 27, 1966, Thomas Downey, SP; Mar. 30, 1968, Florian Kruswicki.  

Ministry Amongst Compounding Epidemics — The COVID pandemic has precipitated many 
mental health issues. One of these being a rise in suicidal behaviors within our communities. 
CSS and Love, Inc., will host a training to discuss the current statistics of suicidal behaviors 
and what they mean to the local pastors and churches. Free training open to pastors of any 
faith, Thursday, Jan. 21 or Tuesday, Jan. 26 from 8:30 a.m. to Noon, Continental Breakfast  
included. Register online at: http://terrasancta.org/ministry 
 
Refuel 2021: LOST & FOUND — Join Fr. Brian Christensen and Fr. Tim Hoag as they reflect on 
Evangelizing in a Post-Covid World — bringing back those who have drifted away from the 
church! Friday–Saturday, Jan. 22-23, Terra Sancta Retreat Center. Check and see if there are 
any spots still available, Susan or Dionne, 343-3541. Zoom option avaliable.  
Bereavement Support Group — An eight week support group for those coping with the loss of 
a loved one. To be held at 7 p.m., Monday, January 25, Blessed Sacrament Church, 4500 
Jackson Blvd., Rapid City. For further information contact Dee Pickerts, 343-2038, Janece 
Rieman, 343-5547 or George Wallace, 721-3811.  
Active Listening Ministry Training — Active Listening is a skill which can enhance your min-
istry, your job and even your personal relationships. Based on the principles of BeFriender 
Ministry, this training will assist participants to grow in their compassionate listening skills, as 
well as help them to feel more confident in fulfilling new or existing ministry roles, free train-
ing, open to all! Saturday, Jan. 30, Terra Sancta Retreat Center or by Zoom, 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Mass celebrated by Bishop Peter Muhich. Optional four weeks of follow up, To Register:  
https://terrasancta.org/listen  
 
Married Sweethearts —  Saturday, Feb. 13, See details on p. 19.   
Annual Men’s Retreat —  Friday-Sunday, Feb. 19-21. Register at http://terrasancta.org/FLM 
MensRetreat, zoom option available.  
 
Rachel’s Vineyard Clinical Training  “Rachel’s Vineyard: Healing the Trauma Wounds of  
Abortion.”  The Zoom training will be presented by Dr. Theresa Burke, the founder of Rachel’s 
Vineyard.  The training by Zoom, with the first Session Monday, Feb. 22 and additional ses-
sions offered every 4 months for the next two years.  For more information, contact Amy Ju-
lian at ajulian@diorc.org, or 605-343-3541. 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat — Are you, or is someone you know, suffering from the choice of 
abortion?  A Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat for Healing After Abortion will be offered on a Zoom 
platform on Friday-Sunday, Apr. 23-25. For confidential information, call Carol Kling at 605-
374-5638 or email ckling@sdplains.com. For more information about Rachel’s Vineyard, visit 
www.rachelsvineyard.org. 



In 2021, the 
Rachel's Vineyard 

Team is  
excited to offer the 

Weekend Healing  
Retreat for  

anyone suffering the  
aftermath of abortion, on a 

Zoom platform on  
April 23-25.   

 
“A Texas team was amazed at 

the degree of healing that 
women were able  
experience in the  

comfort of their own homes. 
The Zoom platform will enable 

you to securely attend the  
retreat without having to worry 

about weather or Covid,”  
remarked Carol Kling,  

Director of Rachel’s  
Vineyard.  

 
For confidential  

information, call  
Carol Kling at  

605-374-5638  
or email  

ckling@sdplains.com  
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January 22, 2021 marks the 48th  
anniversary of Roe v. Wade. The National 
Right to Life office estimates that, in that 
time, there have been over 62,500,000 ba-
bies lost to abortion1. The tragedy of loss of 
these children is perhaps equaled only by 
the trauma that the 
mothers and the fathers 
of those children have 
endured.   

In a society focused 
on the “right” to procure 
an abortion, often the 
natural consequences of 
that choice go unnoticed 
or even dismissed.  The 
negative effects of abor-
tion may even be exacer-
bated when the public discourse becomes 
more heated, such as in an election year.   

Carol Kling, the director of the Rachel’s 
Vineyard Team in the western Dakotas, re-
marked “I’ve heard women say, ‘I only wish 
I felt as much support in choosing mother-
hood as I felt in choosing abortion.’” She 
continued, “The consequences I’ve seen 
these women experience include self-
loathing, guilt and grief that left a hole in 
their heart which later led to alcoholism, 
drug abuse, depression and even suicidal 
thoughts.  The ramifications of an abortion 

decision can be intense, and they can last for 
decades.” 

In an effort to shift the focus back on to 
healing the hearts and souls of the women 
and men affected by abortion, Family Life 
Ministries is collaborating with Catholic 

Social Services to host a virtual 
professional training series 
“Rachel’s Vineyard: Healing 
the Trauma Wounds of Abor-
tion.”  Rachel’s Vineyard, the 
largest post abortion ministry 
in the world, offers a unique 
sensory based treatment which 
integrates emotional, psycho-
logical and spiritual dimen-
sions.   

Carol is excited to bring Dr. 
Theresa Burke, the founder of Rachel’s 
Vineyard, to our diocese.  “Theresa has pro-
vided an immense amount of personal sup-
port and mentorship to me and our team in 
the evolution of the RV ministry in South 
Dakota. The number of women who have 
found peace and healing as a direct result of 
Theresa’s work is staggering. Our team 
alone has ministered to hundreds of women 
in our area since we first brought Rachel’s 
Vineyard to South Dakota in 1999.”    

Dr. Burke has lectured and trained pro-
fessionals internationally on the subject of 

post-abortion trauma and healing. Addi-
tionally, Theresa has developed healing 
models for spiritual and psychological 
trauma wounds from sexual abuse and even 
wounds suffered by combat veterans.  Her 
treatment programs are considered an in-
tensive and uninterrupted “therapy for the 
soul.” 

The training will be offered by Zoom, 
with the first Session February 22, and ad-
ditional sessions offered every four months 
for the next two years. Open to anyone, the 
training will have components geared for 
medical and mental health professionals, 
clergy and lay people, including Rachel’s 
Vineyard Team members. CEU certifica-
tion is in the process of being  
secured.   

Topics for professionals include “A 
Crash Course in Trauma,” “Understanding 
Shame Based Identities” and “Brain  
Science — How Emotional Trauma Im-
pacts the Brain.” Other topics which might 
appeal more to laity and clergy include “The 
Power of Secrets: Breaking Free from 
Trauma with Truth” and “Understanding 
Trauma Bonds.”  

For more information, contact Amy  
Julian at ajulian@diorc.org or to register 
visit www.terrasancta.org/Trauma 

 
1 FS01AbortionintheUS.pdf (nrlc.org) 

Professional training offered to heal abortion trauma



All Saints     Dupree Sun., Jan.10 8 a.m.          Fr. J. P. Trask  
 
St. Rose    Hill City  Tue., Feb.  16 6:30 a.m.        Fr. Mark Horn 
  
Christ the King        Presho Sun., Mar. 21  10:30 a.m.      Fr. J. Heying  
 
Sacred Heart    Martin  Fri., Apr. 16 6 p.m.          Fr. T. Dennis 
 
Bl. Sacrament    Rapid City  Sun., May 9 9 a.m.          Fr. Tim Hoag 
 
St John     Ft. Pierre Tue., Jun. 1 5.30 p.m         Fr. Ron Garry 
  
St. Joseph    Gregory  Sun., Jul. 25 10:30 a.m.      Fr. J. Dillon  
 
St. Anthony     Buffalo Sun., Aug. 22 11 a.m.           Fr. B. Sorensen 
 
St Francis    Sturgis Sun., Sep. 19 8:30 a.m.        Fr. T. Castor 
 
Holy Cross    Timber Lake Thu., Oct. 7  5:30 p.m.        Fr. Brian Lane 
 
St. Joseph    Spearfish  Sun., Nov. 7 8 a.m.             Msgr. M. Woster 
  
St. Bonaventure    McIntosh  Sun., Dec. 5 8 a.m.          Fr. Dan Juelfs 
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A Belle Fourche family donated new 
vestments for the  St. Paul Parish cele-
bration of the  Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Mass in December 2020. Msgr. Michael 
Woster shows the details of Our Lady 
and the border roses on the chasuble. 
(Courtesy photo)

Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Vestment

For the fifth year in a row, St. Paul Parish 
in Belle Fourche has hosted a Christmas 
Store. It is a community wide event. 
Using donated gifts, children may 
“shop” for parents, siblings and loved 

Merry Christmas to Family Members
ones. There were 98 children who went 
through the store this past year and the 
crew  wrapped 708 gifts. Santa’s 
helpers are pictured. (Courtesy photo) 

Masses are offered each month of the year for deceased and  
living foundation “planned giving” donors. Please consider  

becoming a member of the Catholic Heritage Society by making 
a deferred gift to the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation,  

605-721-6843. 

Parish    City Date Time        Pastor
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Dr. Paula Sorensen 
Dr. Eryn Caudill 

Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care 

2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702 

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES 
www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com

• Contact Lens Specialists  
   including bifocal contact lenses 
• Great frames & sunglasses 
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management 
• Family & second pair discounts 
• Urgent eye care for infections,  
   foreign body removal & other eye problems

Remember HIS  
will in yours 

If you are planning to create or 
update your will and would like 
to include the Catholic Church, 

please call us. We can help. 
Website: www.wsdcf.org 

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 
2101 City Springs Rd, Ste 300 

Rapid City, SD 57702 
(Mailing) PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709 

Check out the diocesan 
website at  

www.rapidcity.org
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a letter from our superintendent

aCademiC exCellenCe

Dear Friends, 
I am pleased to provide you with this 2019-20 Annual  

Report of the Rapid City Catholic School System (RCCSS). 
The RCCSS maintains a system of internal controls and an  
external audit over financial reporting to provide reasonable  
assurance that assets are safeguarded and transactions are  
executed in accordance with school policy. 

Thank you for all you have done to help the Rapid City 
Catholic Schools complete an extremely difficult year. Due to 
COVID-19, schools were closed on March 13, 2020 and  
remained closed for the rest of the year. Our faculty and staff 
were faced with the challenge of going online and remote learning took place at all  
levels. I cannot say enough about the support received from friends and families and the  
outstanding work our faculty and staff completed. A graduation ceremony was held for 
our senior class on the STM football field, July 25th. Temperatures were extreme, but we 
were able to complete the ceremony and also welcome our new Bishop of the Diocese of 
Rapid City, Bishop Peter Muhich. The Class of 2020 missed out on many important  
activities at the end of their senior year, but hopefully they will be able to look back 
fondly on their graduation day. 

Thank you for taking the time to review this report. Please continue to pray for our 
Catholic school community, as we continue to teach during uncertain times. On behalf 
of all, thank you for your commitment to Catholic education. 

Thanks be to God! 
Barb Honeycutt

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP FINALIST  
St. Thomas More would like to officially recognize Megan 

Achbach as a 2019-2020 National Merit Finalist.  
The mission of National Merit Scholarship Corporation 

(NMSC) is to recognize and honor the academically talented  
students of the United States. NMSC accomplishes its mission by 
conducting nationwide academic scholarship programs. The  
enduring goals of NMSC’s scholarship programs are:  

-To promote a wider and deeper respect for learning  
-To shine a spotlight on brilliant students and encourage the pursuit of academic  

excellence at all levels of education  
-To stimulate increased support from individuals and organizations that wish to  

sponsor scholarships for outstanding scholastic talent 
 

REGENT SCHOLARS  
The Regents’ Scholar Diploma program was established as an academic letter that 

school districts use to recognize graduating high school seniors who have demonstrated 
academic excellence through the completion of coursework in the six content areas: 
Math, English, Sciences, Social Studies, Languages, and Fine Arts.

Megan Achbach   
Ciara Benson   

Autumn Cassen   
Katherine Conzet   

Kaci Cooper  
Madison Dietrich   

Abigail Eaton   
Elizabeth Elder   
Andrew Evans   

Jarek Glenn  
Karson Jegeris   
Mary Kinyon   
Ryder Kirsch   

Dalton Klosterman   
Delaney Klosterman 

Samuel Matthes   
Isabel Nielson   

Margaret O’Connor  

Logan Pokorny   
Bailee Robbins  
Ainsleigh Scott   
Hallie Snyder   

Alissa Stephens   
Jensen Tremmel  

Jacob Zaug

athletiC highlights from stm high sChool

Campus ministry

Cross Country  
Region Champions  

(1st time in school history) 

State Meet — Team: 3rd Place  
Jarek Glenn: 4th Place   

Cody Farland: 10th Place

Volleyball  
Black Hills Conference Champions  

(6th time in school history)

Boys Basketball  
Season Record 20–2    

Class A Sweet 16 Winners  
State A Basketball  (cancelled due to 

COVID-19) #1 Seed   
ALL STATE PLAYER/ 

MR BASKETBALL 
1st Team — Ryder Kirsch

Girls Basketball  
Season Record 20–2    

Class A Sweet 16 Winners  
State A Basketball  (cancelled due  

to COVID-19) #2 Seed  
 ALL STATE PLAYER  

1st Team — Haleigh Timmer

Wrestling  
STATE QUALIFIERS   

Tyson Durham, Luke Bodine   
Black Hills Conference Champion 

Tyson Durham

Football  
Black Hills Conference Champions 

(14th time in school history)   
STATE CLASS 11A PLAYOFFS 

ALL STATE PLAYER   
Grant Huber

 Girls Tennis  
STATE TOURNAMENT RESULTS  

Two Class System — State AA – 2nd Place  
Flight 2 Singles – Bridget Raymond: State Champion  

Flight 3 Singles – Vanessa Wittenberg: State Champion  
Flight 4 Singles – Alastrina Scott – 2nd Place  

Doubles Flight 1 – Ainsleigh Scott/Vanessa Wittenberg – 2nd Place Doubles Flight

Spring Seasons   
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19  

Track and Field, Boys Tennis, Girls Golf,  Baseball

The RCCSS Campus Ministry office 
strives to provide the students, faculty, 
staff, and families an experience of 
Christ and his church. Campus ministry 
provides each student and staff member 
the opportunity for weekly Mass,  
confessions, prayer, adoration, annual  
retreat, and fellowship. During the spring semester and the COVID-19 pandemic 
quarantine,  our office continued to live stream our weekly school Masses with both of 
our chaplains, Fr. Mark McCormick and Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek. We also used the 
Zoom platform and started a daily rosary for our students, while they were at home for 
online learning. 
RETREATS  

172  MS students participated in NET retreats  •
240 HS students participated in retreats put on by the Campus Ministry office  •
125  RCCSS Staff members on retreat  •

MISSION TRIP  
Due to COVID-19 our mission team was unable to serve •

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION  
Three juniors and nine seniors  in spiritual direction with local priests  •

MARCH FOR LIFE  
13 students attended the National March for Life in Washington, D.C.•

Morning Rosary on the football field
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   It has been such a blessing and privilege to attend the Rapid City 
Catholic School System for the past 13 years. It has given me some of 
the most valuable tools I needed to prepare for college and life. The 
RCCSS has surrounded me with hardworking and caring faculty and 
students that continue to challenge and push me out of my comfort 
zone every day. With a challenging blend of course work, top notch  
athletics and a diverse group of extracurricular clubs and activities to be 
involved in, time management is key and one of my most treasured  
lessons from RCCSS.   
   RCCSS has allowed me to grow in my faith in an unjudging  
environment. St. Thomas More has given me opportunity to develop leadership and  
public speaking skills in so many ways, throughout my academic, athletics, clubs and  
organizations and service in the community, so I can succeed in life.  
   The opportunity to learn the value of service, giving back and helping others has been 
one of the greatest rewards and has given back to me more than I have given.  It has 
helped me choose my career goal of being a speech pathologist working with hearing  
impaired. In eighth grade when I was choosing a service project, I had the opportunity to 
work with Special Olympics. I have continued this throughout all of high school and am 
still involved with Rapid City Flames Special Olympics by helping with softball,  
basketball, bowling and leading a weekly Zoom call during the pandemic.  These kids 
have taught me what love, challenges and diversity are, all because of the opportunity or 
requirement for a service project.  
    RCCSS has taught me that nothing is impossible if you continue to work hard; you 
can accomplish your dreams. Without the RCCSS, I would not be the person I am today. 

WhAT sTudENTs ARE sAyiNG ...
St. Thomas More has been such a blessing to me. I have been given the 
resources necessary not only to more than adequately prepare for college, 
but also for the rest of my life. I have been blessed to attend a school 
with such driven, caring, and kind staff and students. Faith is an  
essential component of the mission of St. Thomas More. This fact has 
helped my spiritual life grow immensely. I have been gifted with the  
opportunity to participate in various extracurricular activities, and they 
have given me skills that can’t be taught in the classroom. Without  
St. Thomas More, I would not be the person I am today. 

I have had the privilege of spending the past thirteen years as a mem-
ber of the RCCSS family, and I am now a senior at Saint Thomas More 
High School. My years in this family have been beyond a blessing, and 
they have helped me become the person that I am today. Not only have 
I been fortunate enough to receive a quality education, but I have also 
been able to form my faith, develop new friendships, take on numerous 
extracurriculars, and learn how to serve others in my community. The 
school system has excellent opportunities to excel and the small class 
sizes have helped me develop one-on-one relationships with my teach-
ers and classmates. I am excited for the future because I know that our schools have truly 
prepared me for the journey ahead. What a blessing it has been to be a Cavalier!

I transferred to St. Thomas More in seventh grade, and it has been an 
amazing experience for me. Being a part of the RCCSS family has given 
me the opportunity to be successful and happy. Small classes and  
teachers who truly care about their students’ success attribute to this 
school’s academic successes. Although I am grateful for STM’s  
academics and athletics, being taught good Christian values is the single 
greatest thing that this school has to offer. It teaches us students values 
that will persist in multiple aspects of our future lives and opens the 
door to future success.

Max Edelen,  
Class of 2021

Cody Farland,  
Class of 2021

John Blote,  
Class of 2021

Sophia Janssen, 
Class of 2021

2019-2020 FiNANciAL sTATEmENTs

Cost Covered by Tuition

High School

Non-Catholic

Catholic

Middle School

Elementary

96%
77%

91%
65%

81%
57%

cost to Educate a child

Fundraising is necessary to close the gap between actual  
tuition and the cost to educate a child enrolled in the 

RCCSS. Please consider making a donation.

2019-2020 TuiTioN AssisTANcE GivEN: $870,467
Donor Directed Tuition Assistance $ 160,200 
Parish Support to Catholic Families $ 435,000 
Employee Tuition Discount $ 126,471 
Hardship Assistance $ 2,179 
Donor Established Grants $ 29,967 
SD Partners in Education Grants $ 116,650  
Total Tuition Assistance Provided: $ 870,467

Revenue 
Tuition/Fees 64%     $ 4,375,935 
Financial Assistance -3%     $   -177,979 
Parish Support 7%     $    470,077 
Fundraising 19%     $ 1,330,100 
Investments 2%     $    113,832 
Other Revenue 0%     #      32,470 
Activities 6%     $    380,686 
Lunch 5%     $    311,384 
 
 
Total Revenue      $ 6,818,505

Salaries & Benefits 66%      $  4,691,430 
Teaching Expenses 2%      $     118,735 
Technology 2%      $     170,264 
Office Administration 3%      $     242,901 
Facilities 6%      $     430,521 
Depreciation 7%      $     509,786 
Activities-School Funded 3%      $     180,335 
Activities 5%      $     385,168 
Lunch 6%      $     400,145 
 
Total Expenses      $  7,129,285

Expenses 

Assets 
Cash & Equivalents $  1,1911,108 
Investments $    5,993,661  
Accounts Receivables $       676,865 
Prepaid Expenses $         74,744 
Property & Equipment $    9,718,980 
Other Assets $         47,665 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Total Assets $  17,703,023

Accounts Payable $         16,194 
Accrued Expenses $       449,574 
Deferred Revenue $       351,407 
Club Accounts $       151,614 
Notes Payable $    3,455,935 
 
Total Liabilities $    4,424,724 

 
 
Donor Restricted - Perpetual $    4,495,132 
Donor Restricted - Purpose $    2,512,790 
Unrestricted $    6,270,377 
Total Net Assets $  13,278,299 
 
Total Liabilities & Net Assets $  17,703,023 

Liabilities

Net Assets

RCCSS Annual Report
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Returning Family and  
New Sibling Registration  
Jan. 29-Feb. 17, 2021   
New Family Registration  
Begins Feb. 24, 2021
For a tour or more information please contact  

Marcia Werner at (605) 343-8484 x 203  
mwerner@rccss.org ~ www.RCCSS.org

Class Sizes are Limited - Enroll Today!

RAPID CITY CATHOLIC SCHOOLS  
2021-2022 REGISTRATION 

Anna Berens...................................................................................12,000.00 
Margaret Biggs .................................................................................1,000.00 
Fr. D. Craig Cower............................................................................8,550.00 
Anonymous..........................................................................................633.26 
Jerome and Pius Dosch .................................................................40,000.00 
Fr. Christopher Scadron ......................................................................380.00 
Emma Smith .....................................................................................1,000.00 
Hazel Smith ......................................................................................1,000.00 
Valades Family .................................................................................9,000.00 
Frank & Margaret Woster .................................................................2,531.00 
 

PRAA Board Chair Fr. Ron Garry 
For information on donating to PRAA Memorial Burse, contact  

Finance Manager Rick Soulek, 343-3541.

PRAA Memorial Burses 
Only income from these donations is used to support retired priests.

Diocesan Seminarian Burses (as of 12/31/20) 
Only income from these donations is used to support diocesan seminarian education.

Appreciation is extended to Roger Johnsen from contributing to the Costigan burse and 
the anonymous donor for contributing to the Scherer Burse.

LaCroix, Trude  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,000.00 
Lux, Peter & Gertrude  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
McManus, Lyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .450.00 
McManus, Mary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00 
McNaboe, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Meade, Fr. Cornelius  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,720.00 
Meyer, Dillen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Miller, Donald and Kathleen  . . . . . . . . . .880.00 
Morvay, Fr. Andrew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33,000.00 
Muldoon, Fr. Ralph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,375.00 
Nemec, Ed & Elizabeth  . . . . . . . . . . .50,000.00 
O’Connell, Msgr. William  . . . . . . . . . .23,000.00 
O’Doherty, Fr. Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800.00 
O’Dowd, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,650.00 
Padula, Fr. Dominic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,671.20 
Plante, Fr. Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93,055.92 
Prendiville Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,235.00 
Rath, Deacon Vern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,317.00 
Reedy, Camille  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .929.00 
Roach, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,346.00 
Ruud, Donna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.00 
St. Anthony-Hot Springs  . . . . . . . . . . .3,547.72 
St. Francis of Assisi-Sturgis . . . . . . . . .9,922.55 
St. Joseph-Mud Butte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250.00 
St. Joseph-Scenic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,070.78 
St. Mary-Lemmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,371.00 
St. Mary-Newell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
St. Paul-Belle Fourche  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .750.00 
St. Therese-RC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,610.00 
Scherer, Fr. Gerald N.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,655.00 
Schofield, Mary Ellen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .550.00 
Sonn, Lorraine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80.00 
Szalay, Fr. Eugene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7,300.00 
Thompson, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . .133,693.76 
Tunnissen, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,400.00 
Vannix, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .115,866.98 
Welsh, Bishop Lawrence  . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Whiteside, Fr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,600.00 
Zacher, Catherine & Eugene  . . . . . . . .2,525.00 
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Kadoka  . . . . . . . . . . . .1,040.00 
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Midland  . . . . . . . . . . . . .790.00 
Other funds  
Leo “Pete” Berens Memorial Fund  . . .323,339.21 
Fr. Peter Kovarik Memorial Fund . . . .70,855.89

Ambur, Irene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,007.25 
Baskerville, Doreen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,420.00 
Bell, John M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Berning, Fr. Francis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,105.00 
Bertrand, Howard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Bishop’s Burse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,708.72 
Blessed Virgin Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,517.00 
Bollinger Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .41,136.19 
Bourassa, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00 
Budmayr, Minnie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,797.00 
Cahoy, Emil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Callahan, Mabel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19,750.00 
Carr, Harry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .915.25 
Caswell, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00 
Costigan, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . .35,836.67 
Cower, Fr. D. Craig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,625.00 
Cower, Robert H. & Blanche A.  . . .153,323.96 
Cower, Rod H.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,725.00 
Dauwen, Ray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Davies, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,000.00 
Decker, Maude Cower  . . . . . . . . . . . .4,000.00 
Deisch, Fr. Raymond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,155.00 
DeMers, Ray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300.00 
Dimmerling, Bishop Harold  . . . . . . . .43,836.14 
Diskin, Fr. William  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,316.28 
Donahoe, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .700.00 
Dosch, Pius and Jerome  . . . . . . . . . .40,000.00 
Doyle, Msgr. Arthur  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,375.00 
Drew, Msgr. Bernard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,488.00 
Dries, Theodore & Gretchen  . . . . . . .12,369.56 
Dube, Msgr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00 
Erhardt Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .335,496.56 
Falzone, Mauriece  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000.00 
Fencl, Fr. Leonard SJ.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00 
Feuerbach, Msgr. Leo  . . . . . . . . . . . .80,289.53 
Garry, Russel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .950.00 
Gorman, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,534.00 
Gravel, Ed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,650.00 
Groell, Fr. John  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00 
Healy, Msgr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,558.00 
Igoe, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,485.00 
Jones, Netta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00 
Krebs, Ernest & Frank  . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00 
Krebs, Lewis & Abbie . . . . . . . . . . . . .52,076.06 
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The Black and Indian Mission Collection (BIMC) exists to 
help diocesan communities build the Church and preach 

the Gospel of Jesus among the African American, Native  
American, and Alaska Native people of God. Join us in our 
Mission to the Missions. 

SUPPORT THE BLACK AND INDIAN MISSION  
Special collection  

February 20-21, 2021

www.blackandindianmission.org
Photo courtesy Sioux Spiritual Center, Howes

Welcome  
to Our 

Lord’s Table

St. Francis Mission 
staff partnered with Toys 
for Tots Native American 
Program Coordinator 
Peter C. Tagni,  
Lieutenant Colonel, 
USMCR (Ret) to deliver 
over three thousand toys 
to the Rosebud Reserva-
tion. St. Francis Advance-
ment Director William 
Long IV and Assistant 
Director Caroline 
DeCory coordinated the 
effort for St. Francis. Toys 
were sorted, packed and 
loaded into a 26 foot 
Uhaul trailer that traveled across the Rosebud — covering over 700 miles delivering toys 
to 20 communities in eight days. Many people shared they were struggling to acquire 
gifts for their young relatives due to the challenges caused by the pandemic. Working 
with the Toys for Tots Organization went very smoothly and mission staff were thankful 
for their outreach and concern for the children. Other groups that helped with packing 
and distribution included the Rosebud Sioux Tribe Volunteer Fire Department, the 
Missing and Murdered Ingenious Women Teen Shelter Program and  
community members. (Courtesy photo)

St. Francis Mission distributes  
Toys for Tots across the reservation

After launching the nation’s first comprehensive K-12 
Lakȟóta language curriculum over a decade ago, Red Cloud 
Indian School has taken another step in its language revital-
ization work. Last academic year, Red Cloud began shifting  
to a dual-language education model — to use the Lakȟóta 
language as the medium of education across all grade levels. 
This academic year the dual-language education will expand 
at both schools within the Red Cloud school district —Red 
Cloud Elementary and Our Lady of Lourdes in Porcupine. 
As the program grows over time, students will study a range 
of academic subjects — math, science, language arts, social 
studies, and more — in a dual-language environment. Our 
long-term goal is to ensure that a greater percentage of the 
learning experience in every grade is completed in Lakȟóta: 
ultimately kindergarten through fourth graders will learn 90% 
in Lakȟóta, grades 5-8 at 80% and high school students 50%. 

Red Cloud’s dual-language education model will continue 
to align with rigorous standards and the Jesuit educational 
framework, but also fully integrate Lakȟóta values and an  
Indigenous worldview designed to support our students in all 
aspects of their lives. The design also includes having first- 
language speaking elders in the classroom.

Red Cloud moves to  
dual-language education
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This is an illustration photo for "The Bible in a Year" podcast. Each 20- to 25-minute episode 
guides Catholics through the Bible in 365 daily installments. (CNS photo/courtesy Ascension)

Daily podcast that leads listeners through 
Bible’s narrative is No. 1 in U.S. 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (CNS) — If great minds had brainstormed how to create a podcast that would 
jump to No. 1 in Apple’s podcast rankings, they never would have landed on “The Bible in a 
Year,” joked Jeff Cavins, a Bible scholar and creator of the Great Adventure Bible Timeline. 
Yet, two weeks into 2021, “The Bible in a Year” with Father Mike Schmitz tops the charts — 
and has since 48 hours after its Jan. 1 launch. With the backing of Ascension, a multimedia 
Catholic publisher, Cavins and Father Schmitz, a priest of the Diocese of Duluth, Minnesota, 
and popular Catholic speaker and author, created “The Bible in a Year,” a daily podcast that 
leads listeners through the Bible’s narrative. The aim is for listeners to understand how God’s 
plan for mankind’s salvation undergirds biblical events and the lives of its central figures. 
Each episode is about 20 minutes and includes Father Schmitz reading several chapters 
from Scripture, often from different books, and then giving a short reflection on the readings. 
“The Bible in a Year” is available on Apple Podcasts, Spotify and other podcast platforms, and 
through Hallow, a Catholic prayer App.

South Dakota School of Mines  
and Technology  

316 E. Kansas City Street, Rapid City 
rcnewmancenter.com 
Hours: 8 a.m. – 10 p.m. Monday-Fri-

day; 10 a.m.-10 p.m. Saturday-Sunday 
Mass times: Sunday 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.; 

Monday-Friday Noon 
Events: Small group Bible studies, for-

mation on discipleship, Sunday suppers, and 
open mic night coffeehouses.  

SEEK21 will be hosted February 4-7. •
Local FOCUS missionaries will be putting 
on a local SEEK conference for students in 
the area. The purpose of SEEK is to help 
students encounter Christ, rediscover our 
purpose for living, grow in confidence to 
share the Gospel, and go deeper into amaz-
ing friendships along the way. 

Meet the Director: Frank Birkholt 
began work as the Director for the Rapid 
City Newman Center on December 1. A 
member of St. Anthony of Padua Parish, 
Hot Springs, Birkholt serves as a lector, 
altar server and greeter, and is a second year 
master’s student in the Veritatis Splendor  
Institute. As an 
alumnus of 
SDSM&T, he is 
excited to work 
with the students 
and staff of the uni-
versity.  

“I hope they in-
spire me to faith-
fulness and growth as a spiritual student 
and mentor,” he said. “I hope to learn from 
observing their search for Jesus how my 
search continues every second of my life. 

“This is a fantastic facility and the com-
mitment from the pastoral staff to growth 
in personal spirituality is inspiring. I am 
blessed to be called to help in the continued 
development of RC Newman. We have 

much work to do to become financially au-
tonomous and it is a challenge I look for-
ward to.” 

Black Hills State University 

814 W. King Street, Spearfish 
 https://www.jacketcatholic.com 
Hours: Every day 7 a.m.-10 p.m.  
Mass Times: Sunday 6 p.m.; Tuesday  

7 p.m.; Thursday 5:30 p.m. (all Masses lim-
ited to students only) 

Events: Small group Bible studies and 
meals following liturgies on Thursday and 
Sundays 

Annual Spring Soiree is temporarily •
scheduled for April 17 

Meet the Director: Hannah Lucina 
wanted to work in ministry because, “be-
cause I really enjoy the possibility of grow-
ing in my faith as well as helping others 
grow in theirs. More specifically, I wanted 
to work at the Newman Center because 
college is such an important stage in life 
that determines so much, and I want to help 
the students here truly grow into authentic 
men and women in their Catholic faith.” 

A cradle Catholic, Lucina did not have 
a prayer relationship with the Lord because 
she didn’t under-
stand what that 
looked like and, 
“didn’t care enough 
to seek that out.” 
Later, in high 
school and espe-
cially college, she 
learned that form-
ing that relationship changed her life for the 
better. She attended a Catholic university 
with a chapel where she attended Mass and 
campus ministry programs.  

“The most impactful part was that I met 
some amazing people who really inspired 
me and helped me to form my spiritual life 
in college.” 

 

Newman Centers welcome new directors
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