WRC

e-Edition

BI-MONTHLY NEWS UPDATES FOR CATHOLICS IN WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA l DECEMBER 2020

NO. 3

“Do not be afraid; for behold, I proclaim to you good news of great joy!”
These words of the angel to the shepherds of
Bethlehem keeping watch over their flocks are
proclaimed every Christmas Eve by the church. They
are words of comfort, not only to those 1st century
shepherds, but also to us, the church in western South
Dakota, as we celebrate another Christmas in
challenging times.
It is appropriate that the Good News of Christ’s
birth was first announced in the darkness of night to
humble shepherds. Jesus did not enter the world in
the splendor of a palace in the midst of worldly
comforts. Though he was rich he made himself poor.
He descended from heaven to confront the darkness
of our world and defeat it in his saving passion and
death.
As we celebrate his birth this year in the midst of a
pandemic and in the midst of all the problems we see
in the world and even in the church, I invite you to

turn to Jesus Christ and center your life on him. He is
the only one who can give us real hope in the midst of
our struggles. The fallen world often lets us down, but
the Lord never will. Put your trust in him. He is the
light that entered the darkness of our world on that
first Christmas to defeat the powers of sin and death.
There is nothing we face this Christmas that the Lord
Jesus did not take unto himself on the cross. He
knows our fears and our disappointments and our
sins. He was born to save us from them.
My prayer for you and those you love this
Christmas is that you open your hearts to Him. He is
the answer to our broken world. This day in David’s
city a savior has been born for you — Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Wanikiya Tonpi Wowiyuskin nahan Omaka Teca Oiyokipi!
Feliz Navidad y Próspero Año Nuevo!
+Bishop Peter M. Muhich

Christmas Mass
with Bishop Peter Muhich, broadcasts:
Thursday, December 24, MyTV Christmas Eve 9-10 p.m.;
Friday, December 25, NBC Christmas Day 6-7 a.m.
& MyTV Christmas Day 11a.m. -12p.m. Online: nc1.tv/mass

Bishop’s Calendar
December 15, 2020January 19, 2021
Subject to change
without notice
December 17, Thursday
4 p.m. Mercy Night, Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City
December 18, Friday
11:30 a.m. Priest Retirement and Aid
Association Board Meeting, Terra Sancta
1 p.m. Presbyteral Council Meeting,
Terra Sancta
5 p.m. Priests’ Christmas Dinner,
Rapid City
December 19, Saturday
11 a.m. Deacon Christmas Open House,
Rapid City
December 20, Sunday
9:30 a.m. Mass, St. Paul, Belle Fourche
December 24-25, Thursday-Friday
Chancery Closed for Christmas
December 24, Thursday
10 p.m. Christmas Mass at Night,
Cathedral
December 25, Friday
11 a.m. Mass, St. John the Evangelist
Church, New Underwood
December 27, Sunday
9 a.m. Mass, St. Michael, Hermosa
December 31–January 1, ThursdayFriday
Chancery Closed for Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
December 31, Thursday
5:30 p.m. Mass, Cathedral
January 2, Saturday
6 p.m. CT Mass, Immaculate Conception
Church, Winner
January 3, Sunday
8:30 a.m. CT Mass, St. Isidore Church,
Colome
10:30 a.m. CT Mass, Immaculate
Conception Church, Winner
January 5, Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Chancery Staff Mass,
Chancery
January 7, Thursday
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders
Meeting , Chancery
January 18, Monday
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day,
Chancery Closed
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Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God

will be livestreamed from the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Friday, Dec. 31 at 5:30 p.m. go to www.rapidcitydiocese.org
or Facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity

Capitol
Rotunda

Both the State Knights of
Columbus and the state
Catholic Daughters of the
Americas have Christmas
trees on
display in Pierre.
(Courtesy photos)

Fr. Garbacz ordered to make restitution; faces new charges
On November 23, Fr. Marcin Garbacz
was sentenced by Jeffrey L. Viken, U.S. District Judge, on 65 counts of wire fraud, nine
counts of money laundering, one count of
transfer of stolen money, and filing false tax
returns. He was convicted in March 2020
following a week-long jury trial at the federal courthouse in Rapid City.
Garbacz, 41, was sentenced to 7 years
and 9 months in federal prison, to be followed by three years of supervised release.
Garbacz was ordered to pay a $6,500 special
assessment to the Federal Crime Victims
Fund, and $258,696.19 in restitution to be
split equally between three Rapid City
churches, St. Therese the Little Flower,
Blessed Sacrament, and the Cathedral of
our Lady of Perpetual Help. He was also ordered to pay $46,008 in restitution to the
Internal Revenue Service.
In a statement issued by the Diocese of
Rapid City it said, “The diocese trusts in the
judicial system and appreciates its dedication in making sure that justice is served
in this case.”
On November 24, Father Garbacz was
charged in federal district court with “Engaging in Illicit Sexual Conduct in a Foreign Place” and “Possession of Child
Pornography.” These charges are related to
his travel in Poland. At this time, the

charges are based on accusations and he is
presumed innocent until proven guilty.
Father Garbacz has been detained in Pennington County pending the next trial. This
case is being investigated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Assistant U.S. Attorney Benjamin Patterson is prosecuting
the case.
Bishop Peter Muhich, said, “The Diocese
has cooperated with law enforcement
throughout this process, and we learned of
these sexual allegations only from law enforcement. Because of our efforts to work
with law enforcement, and because this is
still an ongoing matter, I don’t believe it
would be appropriate to comment further.
But I want to reiterate that we encourage
anyone who believes they have been a victim
of sexual abuse to please come forward. Our
victims’ assistance telephone number is 605209-3418.”
Bishop Muhich added, “Please pray for
all victims/survivors of abuse, and for our
diocese during this painful time. As your
bishop my heart goes out to all who have
suffered clergy sexual abuse and I am committed to protecting our children and youth.
There is no place in the Church for those
who would harm the young.”
“Please, also, join me in praying for our
faithful and hardworking priests,” he said.

Little Free Libraries

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass
The annual celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass took place Dec. 12 at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City. (Left) Tykes give flowers to Our Lady. (Right) Fr. Mark Horn was
the principal celebrant. Concelebrants were Fathers Andrzej Wyrostek, Tim Hoag and Adam
Hofer. (WRC photos by Becky Berreth)

Events:
Simbang Gabi
A Filipino Advent tradition, a series of nine Novena Masses to prepare for the
coming of our savior, Jesus Christ, will be held at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City, Dec. 15-23. On Friday, Dec. 18 the 6 p.m. Mass will be
followed with Filipino food-to-go. Mass times vary. For questions call 430-7392 or
545-0540.
Christmas Taizé
Terra Sancta Retreat Center will be going live with prayer events on Sun.-Mon.
Dec. 20-21. A Christmas Taizé service will be live at 5 p.m. on Sun., Dec. 20. On Dec.
21, is an Evening of Prayers & Praise. The Live session will feature songs, scripture and
reflections of the Advent and Christmas season beginning at 7 p.m. One candle will be
lit for every 1,000 people in the U.S. who have died from COVID-19. The Evening of
Prayers & Praise on Dec. 21 will be reposted nightly through Christmas,
terrasancta.org.
terrasancta.org
Journey with the Lord in Advent and Christmas
An indoor Christian Prayer Labyrinth will be at Terra Sancta Retreat Center
Dec. 21- 23 and then Dec. 28-30 from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. each day. All are welcome. There
will be information to assist people in using this contemplative form of prayer, evangelization and healing, terrasancta.org
terrasancta.org.
BeFriender Ministry Training
Sat., Jan. 30, 8 a.m.-4 .pm., Terra Sancta or Zoom meeting. Enrich the Pastoral Care
ministries in your parish. Contact Amy at Family Life Ministries
(605) 343-3541 x 2240 or AJulian@diorc.org
AJulian@diorc.org.
SaveOne Abortion Healing Bible Study
Feb-Apr. 2021, Zoom gatherings. Helps women, men, and loved ones recover
spiritually, mentally, and emotionally after an abortion. Contact Amy at Family Life Ministries (605) 343-3541 x 2240 or AJulian@diorc.org.
Rachel’s Vineyard Post-abortion Training
Mid-February, Rachel’s Vineyard post-abortion training to equip professionals to provide post-abortion counseling. Presenter Theresa Karminski Burke, Rachel’s Vineyard
founder. Contact Amy at Family Life Ministries (605) 343-3541 x 2240 or
AJulian@diorc.org.
AJulian@diorc.org

The Diocese of Rapid City has joined the
global phenomenon of 100,000 Little Free
Libraries. Bishop Peter Muhich blessed the
small bookcase, Dec. 1, at the Catholic
Chancery, 225 Main St., Rapid City. The
library is chartered with the LFL nonprofit and
appears on the organization’s Google Maps,
littlefreelibrary.org.
littlefreelibrary.org
What makes this one unique from other
LFL is that it contains books on the Catholic
faith. “For 2000 years the Catholic Church has
been sharing the love of Christ, and we are excited to have this new opportunity to reach out
to our neighbors,” said Amy Julian, director of
Family Life Ministeries.
Anyone who reads these books is invited to
contact Pastoral Ministries at 605-343-3541
or LFL@diorc.org for more information about
Jesus Christ and the Catholic faith, as well as
a referral to a local parish, where they can find
a faith home.
Frank Boner volunteered to build the case.
Mark Hazel installed the case and he is shown
assisting Bishop Muhich with the blessing.
(WRC photo)
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Covid Deaths Remembered
On Nov. 18, Terra Sancta Retreat Center staff
members teamed with St. Elizabeth Seton Elementary faculty and students to remember all
those who have died from COVID-19 since
March. The remembrance day included the ro-

sary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Adoration, Scripture and shared reflections. According to
Reeny Wilson, retreat center director, “We had
one candle for every five South Dakotans who
died, so there were 132 tea lights. At the time,

Foothills Area Chamber of Commerce Recognizes Piedmont Parish

FR. ANDRZEJ
WYROSTEK

Our Lady of the Black Hills Parish, Piedmont, has been recognized as the
“Organization of the Year” for serving the Foothills community in the
following ways: housing the Piedmont Valley Food Pantry, administering
the food pantry and gas voucher programs, coordinating Feeding S.D.
food dispersals, chartering a Boy Scout Troop and a
Cub Scout Pack, hosting a homeschool co-op, and
allowing the area residents of Meade County to vote
there during the pandemic. In addition, the Our Lady
of the Black Hills Society of St. Vincent de Paul also
serves neighbors in need with advocacy, aid, and
financial support. Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek is the OLBH
pastor. A parishioner, Judy Roemich, was recognized
with the “Long Term Service Award.” She has been
leading, organizing, and managing the Foothills Valley
Christmas Box program since 1987. (Courtesy photos)

JUDY ROEMICH

Obituary — Sr. Marmion Howe, OSB, 100, St. Martin Monastery
Monastery__________
Sister Marmion Howe, OSB,100, passed
away Nov. 26, at St. Martin Monastery,
Rapid City. Alice Genevieve Howe (Sr.
Marmion) was born on Mar. 29, 1920, to
Samuel and Loraine Howe. The family
originated in Sioux Falls, but moved in
1917 to Robbs Flat, Kirley, S.D.
Sister Marmion began high school in
Yankton. She graduated from St. Martin
Academy in Sturgis. She entered St. Martin
Convent in 1939, made her first profession
of vows on Aug. 16, 1941, and her final profession on Aug. 17, 1944. She earned several
scientific degrees. In her early ministry, she
worked in hospital laboratory and x-ray departments. In the late 1950s, she taught
chemistry and microbiology to student
nurses at St. John Hospital in Rapid City.
From 1968 to 1985 she taught at S.D.
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School of Mines and Technology in the Biology Department. In 1985, she
completed a master’s degree in counselling from
S.D. State University. She
then became a counselor SR. MARMION
and director of Catholic HOWE, OSB
Social Services in Rapid
City. She is also remembered for introducing Centering Prayer in
the diocese. Sr. Marmion is survived by her
Benedictine Community, many nieces and
nephews and grand nieces and nephews.
Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated
at St. Martin Monastery on Dec. 1, presided
by Bishop Peter Muhich. Interment followed in the Monastic Cemetery.
All memorial donations will be forwarded to Catholic Social Services in Rapid
City.

I believe there were just under 250,000 Americans who had died. We had 247 pillar candles
— one pillar candle for every 1,000 deaths.”
(Terra Sancta photo)
Also, see “Events” page 3

New Vocations Prayer
After consulting with priests who
requested a more concise vocations prayer,
Bishop Peter Muhich has issued a new
version.
He drew from a prayer used in the
Diocese of Duluth as well as assistance
from priests serving in this diocese and
key Chancery staff members to create the
one published below. The parishes in the
Diocese of Rapid City were asked to begin
using this version on the first Sunday of
Advent, Nov. 29.

Diocese of Rapid City
Vocations Prayer
Heavenly Father, we beg you for an
increase in religious vocations and holy
marriages in the Diocese of Rapid City.
Look upon us with favor and choose
from our homes those who are needed
for your work. Send your Spirit to
strengthen us and give us open hearts
and minds ready to say “ Yes” when you
call.
Help our parishes and families
encourage vocations to the priesthood,
diaconate and consecrated life.
We commend our prayers to our
Patroness, Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen.

