WRC

e-Edition

BI-MONTHLY NEWS UPDATES FOR CATHOLICS IN WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA l OCTOBER 2020

Events:

Newly Ordained
Bishop Peter M. Muhich ordained three men to the order of the permanent
diaconate on Oct. 8 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. (Front
row) Dcn. Rob Hrabe, Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City; Dcn. Bill White, Christ
the King Church, Porcupine; and Dcn. Rich Olsen, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City. (Back row) Dcn. Greg Sass, Bishop Muhich, and Fr. Brian
Christensen. Deacon Sass and Father Christensen are responsible for deacon
formation in the diocese. (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)

NO. 2

l Women’s Retreat Options
The 2020 Women’s Retreat will be
Oct. 23-25 at Terra Sancta Retreat
Center. The retreat will be directed by
Religious Sisters from the Servants of
the Lord and the Virgin of Matara also
known by their name in Spanish,
Servidoras. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this year’s retreat will be directed
by Zoom from their cloistered monastery
in New York, which gives our diocesan
women the following options to participate in the retreat: By Zoom — $50;
Commuter Rate, no lodging, meals only
— $115; lodging available on a limited
basis for an additional $75 per night.
Register online at www.terra sancta.org
or for information on the retreat contact
Amy Julian or Linda Drake at 605-3433541 or ajulian@diorc.org or
ldrake@diorc.org.
ldrake@diorc.org
l Men’s Retreat
The 2020 Men’s Retreat will be Nov. 1315 at Terra Sancta Retreat Center. The
retreat will be directed by Fr. Jacob
Boddicker, SJ, Rosebud Indian Reservation. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, here
are the options to participate in the retreat: Commuter Rate, no lodging, meals
only — $115 — to attend the retreat in
the prayerful atmosphere of Terra
Sancta, while commuting from home.
Lodging is available on a limited basis
for an additional $75 per night. Register
online at www.terrasancta.org or for
information on the retreat contact Amy
Julian or Linda Drake at 605-343-3541
or ajulian@diorc.org or ldrake@diorc.org
.

Bishop’s Calendar
Oct.21--Nov. 17, 2020
Subject to change without notice
October 21, Wednesday
6 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City and
7 p.m. Confirmation Mass
October 24, Saturday
5 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Martin,
and 6 p.m. Confirmation Mass
October 25, Sunday
9:30 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,
St. Patrick, Wall, and 10:30 a.m.
Confirmation Mass
4:30 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,
Cathedral, Rapid City, and 5:30 p.m.
Confirmation Mass,
October 27, Tuesday
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board
Meeting, CSS Office
October 29, Thursday
10 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders
Meeting, Chancery
eeeeffff
November 1, Sunday
All Saints Day/Daylight Savings
10:30 a.m. Mass, St. Anthony,
Hot Springs
5 p.m. Mass, St. James, Edgemont
November 3, Tuesday
8:30 a.m. Staff Mass, Chancery
November 5, Thursday
11:30 a.m. Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation Board, Terra Sancta
Retreat Center
November 7, Saturday
6 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,
St. Bernard, McLaughlin, and 7 p.m.
Confirmation Mass
November 8, Sunday
10 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,
St. Joseph Church, Faith, and 11 a.m.
Confirmation Mass and Reception
3 p.m. Meet with Confirmand,
St. Anthony, Red Owl and 3:30 p.m.
Confirmation and Parish
Centennial Celebration
November 10, Tuesday
10 a.m. Consultors, Chancery
November 11, Wednesday
Veteran's Day, Chancery Closed
November 12, Thursday
8:15 a.m. Investment Committee,
Chancery
9 a.m. Diocesan Finance Council,
Chancery
5:30 p.m. Real Presence Radio Banquet
Fundraiser, Ramkota, Rapid City
November 16-17, Monday-Tuesday
USCCB Fall Meetings (Virtual)
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Help us rise above our weaknesses
Greetings to all the members of our
beautiful diocese.
I have continued to visit parishes across
the diocese this past month and have enjoyed meeting a number of you and confirming a number of our youth. I am struck
by the goodness of our people and how welcoming you have been to me. Thank you for
that.
This month of October began with the
Bishop’s Pheasant Hunt for Vocations at St.
Hubert’s Hideaway in the southeastern part
of the diocese. It was good to welcome
Bishop Robert Gruss back for the hunt and
to spend the day in that beautiful place.
October is a month when we focus our
attention on two important realities: the
sanctity of every human life from conception until natural death and Our Blessed
Mother under her title “Our Lady of the
Holy Rosary.” Please join me in praying for
a greater awareness in our society of the

sacred gift of human
life. If our nation could
embrace this important truth I believe it
would cut through the
anger and divisions we
so often see these days
and allow us to come Bishop Peter
M. Muhich
out of our polarized
Diocese of
positions and enRapid City
counter each other as
the gifts from God
Exemplum
Dedi Vobis
that we truly are — no
‘I
have
given you
matter how flawed.
an
example’
Please join me in
asking Our Lady’s
intercession for our country as we approach
the elections next month. Please pray the
rosary and ask her to help us to rise above
our human weaknesses and work for the
protection of human life and the common
good. God bless you. — Bishop Peter

Bishop’s Annual Hunt
for Seminarians
(Photo by Chad Ekroth)

New Deacon Candidates
Five men were admitted to candidacy for the permanent diaconate on Sept. 13 by
Bishop Peter Muhich at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City. (Left-right front row)
Ellen and James Hulm from Holy Cross Church, Timber Lake; Bishop Muhich; Phillip
and Teresa Thompson, Our Lady of the Black Hills Church, Piedmont. (Middle row)
Lenorr and Matthew Snyder, St. Michael Church, Hermosa; Valerie and Timothy
Minihan, St. Patrick Church, Lead; G.W. and Kimberly Ekroth from Dallas, St. Joseph
Church, Gregory. (Back row) Deacon Greg Sass, diocesan director of the Permanent
Diaconate Office, Piedmont; and Fr. Brian Christensen, diocesan director of the
Permanent Diaconate Formation, Rapid City. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

Cathedral launches
new portal

Mass of Certification

Anthony Flores from St. Therese Parish, Rapid City, receives a blessed medal of
St. John Paul II and a certificate from Bishop Peter Muhich. The Veritatis Splendor
Institute Mass of Certification was held Sept. 20 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City. The institute forms disciples and catechists through the
Diocesan Office of Faith Formation, Susan Safford, director. Flores was among 16
Basic VSI students certified. Seventeen students received certification in the Master
VSI program — a two year course which delves deeper into theology and catechetics,
evangelization, and the spiritual life. Master students received certificates and
images of the Annunciation by Fra Angelico. At the same Mass, 34 Cor ad Cor
Retreatants were recognized. The Cor ad Cor Spirituality Year is a 30-week-long program of prayer and the interior life using the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of
Loyola. They received blessed keychains with the VSI crest and the word “Suscipe,”
the title of the prayer of St. Ignatius at the end of the Exercises. (WRC photo Becky Berreth)

“I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought,
and that gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder.”
—G.K. Chesterton

In September, the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help launched the
Cathedral Parishioner Portal, a secure
online space for parishioner engagement and communication. In this space,
the entire parish family can come together to see what is going on, register
for events, link to the online content,
give financially, join groups within the
different ministries, and much more.
Also launched in September is the
new church management system that is
integrated with the parishioner portal in
the LPi product, WeGather. Welcome
emails containing instructions on signing up were sent out in waves to the
parish community. Cathedral members
are asked to watch their inbox for the
welcome email to the Cathedral Parishioner Portal and join Cathedral’s new
parish community builder. Fr. Brian
Christensen, pastor of the Cathedral,
said “We are excited about this improvement in our capacity for our parishioners to communicate with us and
with each other!”
If you have any questions, please contact Beth Strain at beth@cathedral
olph.org.

Safe Environment
Coordinator

Bishop’s Golf Classic
The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation held its annual golf fundraiser Sept.
14 in Rapid City. Bishop Peter Muhich (center) is shown with the winning parish
team — Tyler Rankin, Bob Rankin, Spenser Ball, and Larry Ball. They represented St.
Anthony of Padua Church, Draper. According to the WSDCF office, 126 golfers participated. The WSDCF, Rapid City Catholic Schools System and Catholic Social Services
all benefitted from the tournament. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

Katie Hoiten, a diocesan employee who
works at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, has
added the part-time position of Safe
Environment Coordinator to her duties.
She can be contacted by email at
safe@diorc.org or by
calling (605) 4841683.
Katie, her husband
Dustin, and their children attend Our Lady
of the Black Hills
KATIE HOITEN
Church in Piedmont.
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Caritas Chapel Dedicated

The priests of the diocese are members
of Jesus Caritas Fraternity inspired by
the life of Blessed Charles de Foucauld.
On Sept. 21 Bishop Muhich dedicated a
chapel in Silver City at a cabin where
Caritas retreats are held. He is assisted
by Fr. Adam Hofer and Fr. Mark Horn.
(Courtesy photo)

At the September 27, Catholic Social Services Annual Banquet, the John T.
Vucurevich Foundation was awarded the Msgr. William O’Connell Founder’s Award
2020. (Left-right) Jim Kinyon, executive director of CSS, JTVF board of director
members — President Alan Solano, Grants Manager Shelly Adams, and Sandy
Diegel, with Lisa Wesolick, president of the CSS board of directors. Diegel, former
CEO of the foundation, was also the keynote speaker. (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)

CSS honors Vucurevich Foundation and others
Ft. Pierre and Pierre Rosary
On Oct. 10 members of St. John the
Evangelist and Sts. Peter and Paul
Catholic Churches held a public square
rosary crusade in Statue Park, Fort
Pierre, to pray for the nation. At the
same time there were more than 21,000
public square rosary crusades across
the country. The event is sponsored by
the national organization America Needs
Fatima. (Courtesy photo)

St. Elizabeth
Seton School
is looking for
experienced,
dynamic teachers to
join our district in 2nd
and 5th grade for the
current (2020-21)
school year.
Contact Molly Rausch
605-348-1477
mrausch@rccss.org
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The John T. Vucurevich Foundation was
honored with the 2020 Founder’s Award on
Sept. 27, at the Catholic Social Services Annual Banquet, in Rapid City. It is named for
the late Msgr. William O’Connell who
started CSS.
In a video presentation, Renee Parker,
former United Way executive director, reminisced about the man behind the foundation. “John loved learning about the
community, what the needs were, what’s
working, and what’s not working. He
wanted to know his dollars were being put
to good use,” she said.
Alan Solano, CEO and president of the
foundation, accepted the award. He said,
“As much as John was a successful businessman, he was as equally a humble and giving
man. He recognized the duty and the calling to sharing the blessings he’d received
with those who were struggling. He knew
that through support, education and hard
work people living in poverty could find a
new life.”
The keynote speaker was Sandy Diegel
who led the foundation for 12 years. She
helped implement Uplifting Parents, Prosperity Initiative, Collective Impact, the Care
Campus, and One Heart.
Diegel explained catalytic philanthropy
involves talking to funders, nonprofits, and
people on the street. The most current research identified mental health and substance abuse at the top of the needs list. She

said, “It seems like every day we hear about
a violent act or a death related to someone
with a mental health or substance abuse
issue. Today, during the pandemic —
depression, anxiety and substance abuse
have skyrocketed.
“Philanthropic giving isn’t infinite, there’s
only so much money to go around, that’s
why we try to focus on a collective approach.
Collective Impact is a process of bringing
people together in a structured driven way.”
She worked on Rapid City Collective
Impact with the late philanthropist Ray
Hillenbrand. It is led by the Black Hills
Area Community Foundation and includes
partners in local government, nonprofits,
faith based organizations, businesses and
grass roots citizens.
It created One Heart which addresses
the entire continuum of needs; it is a campus setting that has 90 units of transitional
housing where a person or a family can live
up to eighteen months. It’s combined with
support services such as childcare, food, job
training, healthcare, and mental healthcare.
Having access to housing and having basic
needs met can help people stabilize their
situations and begin planning their future.
Also, three Order of St. Benedict awards
were distributed. Sandy Diegel, Tom and
Pam Fritz and John Schmit are the recipients. Those awards recognize the contributions of the St. Martin Monastery
Benedictine Sisters, Rapid City.

