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General comments 

 

1. The following guidelines are an update of the guidelines offered on May 1, 2020.  

2. We must be serious about the real threat of this virus. In some areas of the diocese, the 

number of cases continues to increase.  

3. It is important to understand that parishes in certain locations within the diocese have 

experienced varying degrees of the COVID-19 disease. Ordinances placed on various 

communities by local government are still impacting how we celebrate Mass in public. 

4. Pastors are encouraged to work with their parish leadership and consult with other 

pastors in their area of the diocese in considering the next steps in allowing public 

Masses. Plans will therefore vary from parish to parish.  

5. The guidelines offered below are meant to encourage some unity in the diocese and 

as a starting point for pastors in their deliberations.   

6. In their deliberation, pastors are asked to follow the guidelines offered by the CDC as 

well as State and local authorities.  

7. Pastors are asked to be aware that a change in the status of the spread of this virus could 

result in a return to increased restrictions on Mass attendance.  

 

Guidelines 

 

1. The obligation to celebrate Mass remains suspended for all persons.  No one is obligated 

to attend Mass. Persons who are concerned about the present situation, especially those 

who are at high risk for contracting COVID-19 and those who are at greater risk of 

exposure to the disease because of their employment, are encouraged to remain sheltered 

and safe.  

2. Pastors will determine whether they will allow limited public Masses, if they will 

maintain the guidelines that were suggested in May or adapt practices based on these new 

guidelines. Each pastor is encouraged to determine what he thinks is best for his people, 

how active the virus is in his area, and concerns he might have about his own health.  

3. Limited public Masses may be offered throughout the week and/or on weekends as the 

pastor deems best. Pastors are encouraged to offer and advertise at least one Mass per 

week for those who are high risk.   
4. Pastors are encouraged to continue livestreaming or taping Masses for their parishioners 

to enable those who are choosing not to attend Mass in person to stay connected to the 

local community. If they chose to suspend this service, it would be helpful to let 
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parishioners who chose not to come to Mass know where Mass is offered via social 

media. Please note that some of the national venues have stopped offering this service.  

5. Pastors will determine their own Mass schedule, but each priest may offer no more than 

two Masses per day from Monday through Saturday and no more than three Masses on 

Sunday. The exception to this would be a cluster where the priest has four parishes to 

attend to on Sunday to serve all this parishes or one-time celebrations for other 

sacraments that are over and above the regular Mass schedule.  

6. Pastors with multiple parishes will determine how to apportion Masses for each of the 

parish communities they serve.   

7. These are the suggested guidelines as of June 10th for celebrating a limited public Mass:  

a. Use every other pew.  

b. Each family unit or individual is asked to sit six feet apart from the persons in the 

same pew.  

c. Parishioners are encouraged to wear masks.  

d. Pastors will inform parishioners that if they are sick or are living with someone who 

is sick on the day they intend or a scheduled to attend a limited public Mass, they 

should remain home.  

e. Parishioners should be encouraged to remain 6 feet apart as the enter and exit the 

parish church.  

f. Parishioners are asked to wash their hands before leaving home. If available, hand 

sanitizer may be provided at the door of the place where Mass is celebrated for those 

who want to use it.   

g. Pastor need to determine how many liturgical ministers to use and where to position 

them in the sanctuary.  

h. Singing in a choir setting is still discouraged due to an understanding of the increased 

risk of spreading infection when singing in close proximity to one another such as in 

a choir setting.  

i. For the collection it would seem prudent to place a collection basket at the entrance 

and encourage parishioners to place their offering there as they arrive or depart.  

j. The Sign of Peace will be offered verbally only.  

k. For the distribution of Communion, parishioners will be encouraged to form a single 

line, maintaining six-foot distance between each individual or family group. Each 

priest, deacon or extraordinary minister of Holy Communion is encouraged to wear a 

mask while giving Communion to the faithful. Those distributing Communion might 

consider having sanitizer present for use as needed.  

l. Communion is given only under the form of bread.  

m. Pastors may also choose to have sanitizer present for the parishioners near the 

Communion station for communicants who want to use it.  

n. If a priest is concerned about his own health, he may have a deacon or an 

extraordinary minister of Holy Communion distribute Communion.  

o. Parishioners are encouraged to avoid socializing closer than six feet from together 

after Mass.  

p. Pastors are encouraged to have the pews and other areas of the church building 

sanitized following each Mass or sacramental celebration.  
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q. Parishioners are encouraged to wash their hands when they arrive at home.  

r. If Mass is celebrated outside, adaptations to these guidelines will have to be made 

since the seating arrangement would be different and generally more space would be 

available.  
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