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WASHINGTON — Pope 
Francis has named Father Peter 
M. Muhich, a priest of the Dio-
cese of Duluth as the Bishop of 
Rapid City.  

The appointment was publi-
cized in Washington, D.C. on 
May 12, by Archbishop 
Christophe Pierre, apostolic nun-
cio to the United States. The Dio-
cese of Rapid City has been a 
vacant see since July 2019. 

“I am so grateful to the Holy 
Father for having confidence in 
me,” Bishop-elect Muhich said.  

Cardinal Blase Cupich of 
Chicago called before a Zoom 
media conference held for Rapid 
City journalists. “He was very 
happy for you and for me,” he said  

Father Muhich (pronounced 
Mew-ich) was born on May 13, 
1961, in Eveleth, Minnesota, to 
Louis and Sally Muhich. The sec-
ond of seven children he grew up 
in a devout Catholic family on the 
Iron Range of Northern Min-
nesota where mining is the main 
industry. 

He phoned his parents early 
May 12. “My parents were very, 
very excited. They’re in their mid-
eighties and of course they under-
stand this means moving away. 
That’s difficult, but they are re-
markable people of faith,” he said. 

He was ordained to the priest-
hood on September 29, 1989, for 
the Diocese of Duluth. Father 

Muhich attended Eveleth High 
School and University of St. 
Thomas in Saint Paul, Minn. He 
studied theology at the American 
College of Louvain in Belgium. 

He has served the Duluth Dio-
cese in many capacities. He was an 
associate pastor and pastor in 
parishes across the diocese, most 
recently as rector of the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of the Rosary for the 
last 11 years as well as Pastor of St. 
Mary Star of the Sea parish in 
Duluth for the last six years. 

The bishop-elect has served on 

the Presbyteral Council, the 
Diocesan Personnel Board, and as 
a Dean and Consultor. Over his 
30 years of priestly ministry he has 
also worked with the Permanent 
Diaconate Formation Program 
and the Diocesan Finance Office. 
In 2012 he led a Strategic Plan-
ning Process for the diocese.   

He is a friend of  Bishop Don-
ald DeGrood who was ordained 
in February for the Diocese of 
Sioux Falls. Bishop DeGrood is 
also from Minnesota.  

“I look forward to this adven-
ture in faith together,” he said 
about coming to South Dakota. 
Although he has never been here 
before, he has been studying the 
area and is hoping the winters will 
be milder than in Duluth.  

The corona virus is delaying 
many events and the Diocesan 
Ordination Planning Committee 
will have to wait for an exact date 
to firm up plans. 

“In talking to the papal nuncio 
on the phone, he said there are 
several priests who have been se-
lected as bishops in other places in 
our country that are still awaiting 
ordination to become bishops as 
well. We are all going to wait until 
the nuncio can travel safely and 
we can gather safely,” said Bishop-
elect Muhich. 

 
(Taken from USCCB and WRC 
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Ordination date? 
‘We are all going to wait 

until the nuncio can 
travel safely and we can 

gather safely,’ said 
Bishop-elect Muhich.



community. True free-
dom comes not in 
doing what I want, or 
worse yet getting what 
I want, but rather in 
seeking what is best 
and most just for all of 
us who are brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 
The easiest way to un-
dermine our union 
with God in Jesus 
Christ is to see our-
selves as unique and 
different. It is too easy 
to convince ourselves 
that the guidelines do 
not apply to us. We can 
quickly excuse our choices and behaviors 
under the guise that “it really doesn’t mat-
ter,” or “my choice doesn’t really hurt any-
one else.” In the end, putting our 
self-interest first undermines the common 
good and, in truth, the call to love as Jesus 
first loved us.  

I am proud of the dedication of my 
brother priests in these difficult circum-
stances. They deeply desire to help you 
achieve the goals of our limited public 
Masses. I would ask you to listen to them 
and follow their lead so that together we 
can grow in holiness. May God bless all of 
you, and may he accept our sacrifices and 
make this truly the beginning of a return to 
what we cherish as normal in our faith 
practice.  
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Limited public Masses are starting in 
our diocese. I have taken a little teasing 
about this label that I have created for this 
first step in our return to normal life. It is 
all in good fun, but I have learned over the 
years that words do matter.  

These Masses are public in the sense that 
the faithful will be present. Priests will con-
tinue to offer Masses remotely so that 
those who are not able and/or are 
uncomfortable participating in per-
son. Participating remotely has been 
a blessing and I know all the people 
of the diocese are grateful for that 
even as we all understand this is not 
ideal. Allowing parishioners to be 
present again if they choose is the 
goal of this next step in the unprece-
dented journey we are experiencing. 
Being present for the celebration of 
the Mass allows us to receive holy 
Communion. Both celebrating Mass 
and receiving communion are signifi-
cant.  

Participation in the sacrifice of Christ 
leads those who are present to the reception 
of holy Communion. We walk with Jesus to 
the cross and enter into his sacrifice with 
our own sacrifice so that, with Christ, we 
can rise to new life and full union with God.  
That is holy Communion, under the form 
of bread and wine here on earth and fully 
and completely in eternal life. Therefore, 
participating remotely has left people with 
a longing in their hearts.  

These Masses are also limited. Unlike 
our faith practice two months ago, only a 
select number may be present at any given 
celebration of the Mass. In union with our 
governor, State officials and local civic lead-

ers, we are continuing to do our part to pro-
tect our parishioners and priests and to slow 
the spread of the Covid-19 virus so that 
available medical resources are not over-
whelmed. The CDC guidelines for proper 
distancing seem to have worked. We will 

never know the effect of our 
efforts, but we do know 
that limited exposure does 

reduce the possibil-
ity of spreading this 
virus.  

Limiting the 
number present at a 
given time has led 
the priests of our 

diocese to make pastoral deci-
sions that are not part of our 
regular practice.  Parishioners 

will be encouraged and in-
vited. This may be confus-
ing or even frustrating for 
some. The Catechism of 

the Catholic Church says 
that, “The Sunday celebration of 

the Lord’s Day and his Eucharist is at 
the heart of the Mass (2177). It also assures 
us that, “The Eucharist is “the source and 
summit of the Christian life” (1324). In 
these unprecedented times the bishops 
throughout the country and I suspended 
the obligation to celebrate Sunday Mass. 
With that suspension still in place, I and my 
brother priests are hopeful that we can pro-
vide for the faithful, the opportunity to cel-
ebrate the Eucharist and receive 
communion as often as possible by offering 
Masses throughout the week. Scheduling 
more than five Masses per priest on Satur-
day and Sunday would not accommodate 

everyone during the weekend with proper 
distancing. Moreover, such a plan would 
soon become truly taxing for my brother 
priests who are already going over and 
above their normal ministry duties to reach 
all of you.  

In unusual circumstances like these most 
people become self-focused, first consider-
ing their own family or their local parish 
community and convenience. Each of us 
needs to remember that this is not just 
about me or my family or even my parish 
community. It is about our whole diocese 
and about all of us who are the Diocese of 
Rapid City. Guidelines may be tailored to 
each parish community to a certain extent, 
but also must take into consideration the 
common bond we share with one another. 
We are small-towns, churches standing 
alone on the prairie and larger parishes in 
the hills. Pastors take care of multiple 
parishes. Priests are human, varying in age 
and health condition. Simply said, there are 
many factors to consider and many details 
to take into consideration in implementing 
the return to limited public Masses.  

Our union with the Lord in the celebra-
tion of the Mass and the reception of holy 
Communion necessarily calls us to a love 
for one another. The God who loves me and 
calls me to union through his Son Jesus 
Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit also 
loves every other human person. Jesus died 
and rose to restore eternal life to everyone 
who accepts his call. We are bound together, 
brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ, who are 
also sons and daughters of God. We are a 

Seeking what is best for our brothers and sisters in Christ
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Diocesan Administrator’s Calendar  
Subject to Change Without Notice

Dr. Paula Sorensen 
Dr. Eyrn Caudill 

Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care 

2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702 (next to Pizza Hut) 

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES 
www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com

• Contact Lens Specialists  
   including bifocal contact lenses 
• Great frames & sunglasses 
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management 
• Family & second pair discounts 
• Urgent eye care for infections,  
   foreign body removal & other eye problems

After hearing the advice of the Diocesan Consultors,Fr. Michel Mulloy has made the 
following assignments effective July 1. 

 
 
Father Ed Vanorny is released from assignment as Administrator for 
the Parishes of St. Anthony in Buffalo, St. Isidore in Ralph and Blessed 
Sacrament in Bison to retirement. 
 
 
 
 
Father Bryan Sorensen is released from assignment as Pastor of the 
Parishes of the Cheyenne River Reservation: All Saints in Eagle Butte, 
Immaculate Conception in Bridger, St. Joseph in Cherry Creek, Sacred 
Heart in Dupree, St. Catherine in Promise, Sacred Heart in Red  
Scaffold, St. Joseph in Ridgeview and St. Therese in White Horse and 
assigned as Administrator of the Parishes of St. Anthony in Buffalo,  
St. Isidore in Ralph and Blessed Sacrament in Bison. 
 
Father John Paul Trask is released from assignment as Parochial Vicar 
of the Parishes of the Cheyenne River Reservation: All Saints in Eagle 
Butte, Immaculate Conception in Bridger, St. Joseph in Cherry Creek, 
Sacred Heart in Dupree, St. Catherine in Promise, Sacred Heart in Red 
Scaffold, St. Joseph in Ridgeview and St. Therese in White Horse and 
assigned as Administrator of the same. 
 
 
 
Father Dan Juelfs’ assignment as Administrator of the Parishes of St. 
Mary in Lemmon, Sacred Heart in Morristown, St. Bonaventure in McIn-
tosh and St. Michael in Watauga is extended. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastors who have completed their terms at their parishes will  
remain in their current assignments: Father Ron Garry, pastor of St. John the Evangelist 
Parish in Ft. Pierre; Father Timothy Castor, pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Stur-
gis and St. Mary Star of the Sea in Newell; and Msgr. Michael Woster, pastor of the 
Parishes of St. Joseph in Spearfish and St. Paul in Belle Fourche. 
Father Andrzej Wyrostek, pastor of Our Lady of the Black Hills Parish, will continue his ad-
ditional assignment as Chaplain for St. Elizabeth Seton School at Terra Sancta for the 2020-
2021 academic year.

Diocesan Priest Assignments_____________

May 21, Thursday 
8 a.m. Real Presence Radio On-Air Live 
– 94.7/89.9 FM 
10:30 a.m. Priest Retirement and Aid 
Association/Pension Board Meeting, 
Video Conference 
May 24, Sunday 
7 a.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN, Vast 10; 
broadcast 21 
10:30 a.m. TV Mass airs on MyTV, Vast 
11; broadcast 21.2 
4:30 p.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN, Vast 
10; broadcast 21  
May 26, Tuesday 
8 a.m. Diocesan Investment Committee 
Meeting, Video Conference 
9 a.m. Diocesan Finance Council  
Meeting, Video Conference 
1:30 p.m. College of Consultors  
Meeting, Video Conference 
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board 
Meeting 
May 27, Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. Chancery Cabinet Leaders 
Meeting, Video Conference 
May 28, Thursday 
11:30 a.m. Western South Dakota 
Catholic Foundation Board, TBD 
May 31,Sunday 
7 a.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN, Vast 10; 
broadcast 21 
10:30 a.m. TV Mass airs on MyTV, Vast 
11; broadcast 21.2 
4:30 p.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN, Vast 
10; broadcast 21  
June 1, Monday 
8 a.m. Real Presence Radio On-Air 
Live, 94.7/89.9 FM  
June 4, Thursday 
8 a.m. Staff Mass/Gathering, TBD  

June 7, Sunday 
7 a.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN, Vast 10; 
broadcast 21 
10:30 a.m. TV Mass airs on MyTV, Vast 
11; broadcast 21.2 
4:30 p.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN. Vast 
10; broadcast 21  
June 14, Sunday,  
Closing of the Year of the Eucharist 
7 a.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN, Vast 10; 
broadcast 21 
10:30 a.m. TV Mass airs on MyTV, Vast 
11; broadcast 21.2 
4:30 p.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN, Vast 

10; broadcast 21 

Religious Order  
Priest Assignment______   

Fr. Gregory Bartholomew, FSSP, is the 
new pastor at Immaculate Conception 
Church in Rapid City.
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Diocese of Rapid City — Vacancy Announcement 
Applications are being accepted for the position of Director of the Office of Native American 
Ministries for the Diocese of Rapid City.   
FUNCTIONS: To serve the Native American people within the Diocese of Rapid City. To bring 
the richness of the Native American community into full participation in the life of the dio-
cese. To serve as a source of support to local Tekakwitha Circles, Sioux Spiritual Center,  
Pastoral Teams and any other Catholic Native American organizations. To serve as an  
advisor to Catholic Social Services personnel in matters related to life skills or leadership 
programming for Native Americans as generated by CSS including the Lakota Circles of 
Hope. To serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Directors of the Sioux Spiritual  
Center. To coordinate and oversee the Canku Wakan weekends.  
QUALIFICATIONS: Practicing Catholic; Enrolled member of a Native American Tribe.  College 
studies and/or a background in pastoral ministry, religious education, liturgy, and lay  
leadership reflecting Vatican II and the contemporary church; Experience of traditional tribal 
life, culture and religion. Excellent office management skills. 
For a complete job description and application form go to the diocesan website at: 
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/employment-native-american-ministries/ 
APPLICATION PROCESS: Interested individuals should submit via e-mail or regular mail, a 
cover letter along with a completed application form to  or: msimonson@diorc.org 
Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709. 
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package. Open until filled.

Serving Your Family For Generations 
Family-owned and Operated 

2700 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City  605-343-0077 
“Funeral Directors with over 200 years of combined experience” 

Robb 
Schmidt

Ozzie  
Osheim

Terry  
Gilbertson, 

CFSP

Jes 
Scott

Dwight  
Edstrom

Robert 
Broderick

Dioceses help parishes find revenue 

WASHINGTON (CNS & WRC) — With Sunday Mass offertory collections virtually nonexistent 
during the coronavirus pandemic, dioceses are helping their parishes tap into revenue sources 
to help keep one crisis from becoming a second crisis. One such revenue source is the Paycheck 
Protection Program loans from the federal Small Business Administration. Nearly $700 billion 
in loans were made available in two separate laws passed since mid-March, when the World 
Health Organization declared the coronavirus a pandemic and a national emergency was de-
clared by the White House. The latest indication is that about 8,000 of the United States’ 17,000 
parishes have successfully applied for loans, according to Patrick Markey, executive director of 
the Diocesan Fiscal Management Conference. Parishes have had about an 80% success rate 
in applying for a PPP loan, Markey told Catholic News Service in a May 4 phone interview from 
DFMC headquarters in Phoenix. “The CFOs I’ve talked to, or bishops have said, that in some 
cases it’s been a lifesaver — or in some cases, extremely helpful,” he added. Markey said that, 
in some cases, parishes did not have the wherewithal to complete the loan application. But 
diocesan staff, once equipped with parish financial records, were able to fill out the application 
for the pastor’s signature.  

In the Diocese of Rapid City, Parish Accounting Manager, Angela Brosnan, said, “I have 
helped many parishes apply for PPP loans and they got them.” (CNS photo/Dado Ruvic, Reuters)

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Bishop Kevin C. 
Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend, Indiana, 
and five other bishops have concluded that 
alleged apparitions of Our Lady of America — 
said to have taken place more than six 
decades ago — were not of supernatural ori-
gin. While private devotion inspired by re-
ports of the apparitions could continue 
without harm to the faith, Bishop Rhoades 
said it would not be appropriate for any sort 
of public devotion. “I must come to the con-
clusion that the visions and revelations 
themselves cannot be said to be of supernat-
ural origin in the sense of objective occur-
rences,” Bishop Rhoades said in a final 
document known as a singular decree, 
adding that he “cannot approve or support 
public devotion or cult.” The investigation 
concerned numerous apparitions reported by 
Sister Mary Ephrem Neuzil, a Sister of the 
Most Precious Blood of Jesus of Dayton, 
Ohio, between 1956 and 1959. At the time, 
it was reported that Mary had appeared to 
Sister Neuzil and had identified herself as 
Our Lady of America. Sister Neuzil died in 
2000. Both before and after the reported ap-
paritions, she said she had other communi-
cations or locutions from Mary that took 
place in several dioceses. (CNS photo/Karen 
Callaway, Catholic New World)  
 

Apparitions declared 
not supernatural
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 BY JOHN MULDERIG 
 CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
 

NEW YORK — In the late 1800s, 
Black Elk, an Oglala Lakota medicine man 
participating in the Ghost Dance move-
ment, had a vision of a figure with pierced 
hands who identified himself as the Son of 
God. He called on all the people of the 
world to unite. 

Several years later, Nicholas Black Elk 
was baptized on his namesake’s feast day 
and devoted much of the remainder of his 
life to serving as a tireless catechist among 
the Oglala. His legacy proved enduring and 
in 2017, the cause for his canonization was 
opened in the Diocese of Rapid City, South 
Dakota. 

“Walking the Good Red Road: Nicholas 
Black Elk’s Journey to Sainthood,” an in-
triguing profile recounting Black Elk’s 
eventful life, premieres on ABC stations be-
ginning Sunday, May 17 (see box below). 
Presented in partnership with the Interfaith 
Broadcasting Commission, the film was 
funded in part by the Catholic Communi-
cations Campaign. 

The former warrior was made famous by 
author John Neihardt’s classic 1932 book 
“Black Elk Speaks,” in which he recalled the 
lost ways of Native American life. Black Elk 

had already been involved in several land-
mark events in American history. 

Present at both the 1876 Battle of the 
Little Bighorn — he was Crazy Horse’s 
second cousin — and the Wounded Knee 
Massacre of 1890, in between, Black Elk 
had traveled to England with Buffalo Bill’s 

Wild West show. The troupe gave a com-
mand performance for Queen Victoria in 
1887. 

Neihardt’s narrative delved into Lakota 
spirituality. But it omitted any mention of 
Black Elk’s conversion to Christianity or 
the ministry he carried out in collaboration 
with the Jesuits who served his Pine Ridge 
Reservation. 

Through archival photographs and 
footage, reenactments as well as interviews 
with Black Elk’s descendants, a prominent 
biographer and theologians, filmmaker and 
Franciscan Sister Judith Ann Zielinski 
seeks to redress that imbalance. “Walking 
the Good Red Road” conjures warm mem-
ories of its subject and touches humorously 
on his role as a heyoka, or sacred clown. 

Perhaps more controversially, the docu-
mentary also enthusiastically celebrates 
Black Elk’s ability to combine Lakota reli-
gious traditions with sincere adherence to 
Catholicism. 

The “spiritual genocide” to which Native 
Americans in general were subjected is a 
more detailed examination of the subject 
would have been useful in combating any 
suspicion that Black Elk crossed the line 
between legitimate and welcome incultur-
ation and syncretism. Such an analysis 
would have been particularly useful to 
viewers not well-versed in their faith. 

Overall, however, “Walking the Good 
Red Road” — enriched by Douglas 
Thomas’ sweeping cinematography of beau-
tiful landscapes and soothing narration by 
Jim Greulich — is a touching evocation of 
a Catholic historical figure whose virtues 
deserve to be better known. It makes up-
lifting viewing for the whole family, al-
though scenes of the aftermath of combat 
may scare tots. 

The local ABC station KOTA will broadcast 
the documentary at 5 a.m.on May 24. 

 
Following the broadcast, the Catholic Diocese of Rapid City, 

South Dakota, plans to release it formatted as a DVD for the U.S. 
and Canada. Thereafter, livestreamed downloads will be avail
able from the diocesan website, rapidcitydiocese.org. For more 

information about Black Elk’s canonization cause and the  
documentary, see blackelkcanonization.org. 

 
For More information or to order a DVD please contact the  

Diocese of Rapid City, Kathy Cordes, 6053433541 ext. 2217. 

‘Walking the Good Red Road’

(Young Black Elk’s vision courtesy of NewGroup Media)
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Editor’s note: During the Year of the Eucharist church teachings have been made available to 
parishes for their bulletins. In case the parish is unable to include the teachings they are reprinted 
here. They are also in a Podcast, www.rapidcitydiocese.org/Podcast. This is the last bulletin  
teachings: 
 
May 23-24  
The Recessional Hymn  
The recessional hymn is not technically part of the Mass. The General Instruction of the 
Mass simply says that the priest and ministers leave. Yet as we go forth, the recessional 
song rings in our ears and settles in our hearts as we begin again the task of sharing the 
Gospel with others and glorifying God with our lives. It is a joyful way to conclude this 
marvelous encounter with the Lord; it sends us forth to share that joy with all we meet.  
 
May 30-31 — Listen to Fr. Grant Gerlach’s podcast homily 
 
June 6-7 — Listen to Fr. Grant Gerlach’s podcast homily 
 
June 14, Sunday, Closing of the Year of the Eucharist 
7 a.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN, Vast 10; broadcast 21 
10:30 a.m. TV Mass airs on MyTV, Vast 11; broadcast 21.2 
4:30 p.m. TV Mass airs on KNBN, Vast 10; broadcast 21 

SOCIAL DISTANCE SIGNAGE 
A combination picture shows a variety of markers used to set out  
social distancing in multiple cities around the world during the 2020 
coronavirus pandemic. (CNS photo/Reuters)
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BY MARK PATTISON  
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Bishops 

throughout the United States reconsecrated 
the country to Mary as the nation continues 
to struggle in the midst of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Bishops in Canada also used May 1 to 
rededicate their country to the Blessed 
Mother. 

Bishops around country consecrate U.S. to Mary amid COVID-19 pandemic
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los An-

geles, president of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, led a “Renewal of the 
Consecration of the United States of 
America to the Blessed Virgin Mary”  
May 1. The sparse, 37-minute ceremony at 
Our Lady of the Angels Cathedral in Los 
Angeles was livestreamed on Facebook, 
YouTube and the websites of the Los An-
geles Archdiocese and the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops. 

Alternating between English and Span-
ish, Archbishop Gomez said: “In this diffi-
cult time we turn to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, mother of the church. She intercedes 
with her Son for all are affected in this way 
by the pandemic. ... We implore her mater-
nal care for her children.” 

Archbishop Gomez noted Mary’s his-
tory in the United States. “The first mis-
sionaries came to this country under the 
mantle of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Later, 
the bishops consecrated her as patroness of 
the United States of America,” he said. “The 
Virgin Mary has accompanied this great 
nation since our beginnings,” he added. 
“Now in this difficult hour, we renew our 
consecration to her.” 

The United States has been hit harder 
than any other nation in deaths connected 
to COVID-19, with 62,547 known coron-
avirus fatalities as of April 30, with about 
2,000 more people dying each day. Al-
though federal and state health officials 
have been advocating strict measures to 
“flatten the curve” of infections and fatali-
ties, none have said that deaths have yet 

reached their peak. Some Americans have 
loudly grumbled about the slow pace of “re-
opening” states to travel and commerce, 
while health officials fear a second wave of 
infections. 

“Mary was the first person to consecrate 
herself to Jesus, the first to offer her whole 
heart to do his will, to set his beautiful plan 
of redemption,” Archbishop Gomez said. 
“We ask God to give us that same faith, that 
same courage ... the strength to follow Jesus, 
to seek his holiness and his kingdom.” 

The ceremony featured Marian hymns 
including “Regina Coeli,” “Hail, Holy 
Queen” and a contemporary English-Latin 
setting of the Magnificat. It also featured 
the recitation of two decades of the rosary: 
the fifth Sorrowful Mystery, the crucifixion 
and death of Jesus, followed by the fifth 
Glorious Mystery, the coronation of Mary 
as queen of heaven. 

At its conclusion, Archbishop Gomez 
said, “Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, is en-
couraging us to rediscover the beauty of 
praying the rosary at home in the month of 
May. We are still in quarantine in our 
homes.” He noted that “one of the many 
saints in Los Angeles was the venerable 
(Father) Patrick Peyton, who coined the 
“family rosary” and the phrase “The family 
that prays together stays together.” 

“Maybe we can dedicate ourselves,” 
Archbishop Gomez said, “to find time to 
come together as a family to pray the rosary 
in our homes.” 

A similar liturgy of consecration took 
place at the Basilica of the National Shrine 

of the Immaculate Conception in Washing-
ton May 1, led by Archbishop Wilton D. 
Gregory of Washington, who prayed: “In 
this time of pandemic, we come to you, our 
sign of sure hope and comfort. Today we 
renew the act of consecration and entrust-
ment carried out by those who have gone 
before us.” 

Because of local and federal social dis-
tancing and self-isolation mandates in an 
effort to halt the spread of COVID-19, the 
rededication liturgy at the basilica was not 
open to the public, but livestreamed on so-
cial media platforms. 

This consecration reaffirms the bishops’ 
previous consecrations of the United States 
to Mary. In 1792, the first bishop of the 
United States, Bishop John Carroll, conse-
crated the nation to Mary under the title 
Immaculate Conception, and in 1846, the 
bishops unanimously chose Mary under 
that title as the patroness of the nation. 

In 1959, Cardinal Patrick O’Boyle of 
Washington again consecrated the United 
States to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
This was the year when construction of the 
National Shrine of the Immaculate Con-
ception in Washington was completed. The 
national shrine was elevated to minor basil-
ica status by St. John Paul ll Oct. 12, 1990. 
This was renewed by the U.S. bishops Nov. 
11, 2006. 

Archbishop Gregory prayed for Mary’s 
“intercession for the needs of our country, 
that every desire for good may be blessed 
and strengthened, that faith may be revived 
and nourished, hope sustained and enlight-
ened, charity awakened and animated.” 

 
Contributing to this story was Richard 

Szczepanowski, managing editor of the 
Catholic Standard, newspaper of the Archdio-
cese of Washington.

A statue of Mary praying is seen in front of 
St. Ursula Catholic Church in Fountain Hill, 
Pa., May 3. (CNS photo/Chaz Muth) 



more taxing when I 
strain to control and 
manipulate circum-
stances that are out-
side my sphere of 
influence. God is 
good. He governs the 
world by his wisdom. 
I need only to coop-
erate with Him.” 

Lastly, Todd  
VanderMay shared 
this beautiful grace, 
“When I serve Mass, 
the priest has me ring 
the big church bell so 
that all in the neighbor-
hood would still know that even if they 
cannot be in the church, Jesus still comes 
and is searching for us all. He too, is wait-
ing for us to be able to come together 
again.” 

You can hear the gratitude and blessing 
in these words. Fr. Timothy Gallagher, 
says the key to the Examen prayer is grati-
tude. In fact, to be able to name God’s 
concrete gifts during the day, lies at the 
very heart of our entire relationship with 
God (The Examen Prayer: Ignatius wis-
dom for our Lives Today). 

In these challenging and constantly 
changing times, in which we live, it is easy 
to see and focus on the negative rather 
than the positive and on the abundant 
graces that God continues to bestow on 
us. But as these witnesses attest, it is possi-
ble, even in the midst of a pandemic, to 
“rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks 
in all circumstances” remembering that “this 
is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus” 
(1Thes 5:16-17). 
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Last fall, I would often find on the 
GroupMe App for the Newman Rock-
squad, “I am praying night prayer at 9 
p.m. or 10 p.m.; 
would anyone like to 
join me?” I would al-
ways try to say yes to 
this and join the stu-
dents for night prayer. 
These invitations led 
us to begin offering a 
communal half-hour 
of Adoration fol-
lowed by Night 
Prayer at the New-
man Center each 
evening. With the 
suspension of public 
Masses in mid-
March, we, like many 
other communities, 
began streaming this 
public prayer along 
with Mass via Face-
book Live. 

Night Prayer in-
cludes an examina-
tion of conscience. I 
have chosen to lead the community in an 
Examen during this time. In the Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius, he describes the 
daily prayer of the Examen in five simple 
successive steps: gratitude, petition, review, 
forgiveness and renewal.  

In these Covid-19, days I have been 
trying to focus more on the first step of 
the Examen, the prayer of gratitude and 

thanksgiving. I realize that, “as we praise 
God, our spirits become awakened and 
alive to his love. Our minds become 

aligned with 
His purposes, 
and we began 
to be aware of 
all that is pos-
sible and avail-
able to us from 
his throne of 
grace … Our 
natural ten-
dency is to 
praise God 
only when 
things are 
going well. 
But Scriptures 
tells us, rejoice 
always, pray 
constantly, 
give thanks in 
all circum-
stances; for 
this is the will 
of God in 
Christ Jesus 

for you.” (Dr. Mary Healy, Magnificat 
3/26/20) 

LuAnn Lindskov, a parishioner at St. 
Mary’s in Isabel, sent me this email after 
encountering our nightly prayer on Face-
book. “For several years, I have heard the 
Lord call me to pray the Ignatian practice 
of the Examen at the end of my day. I re-
ally struggled with completing night 

prayer with consistency. One of the many 
blessings during this time is the many op-
portunities for participation in an online 
community. Praying night prayer, includ-
ing an examination of conscience, with Fr. 
Mark and the young people at the New-
man Center is inspiring and helping me 
build this discipline. The church is alive 
and well and I am thankful for the beauti-
ful witness of young people.  During this 
time of separation, we are not alone, Jesus 
is walking with us.  Our Lord answers our 
prayers by whatever means He desires and 
for me, 7:30 p.m. Night Prayer on Face-
book with the Rapid City Catholic New-
man Center is what my heart and soul are 
longing for.” 

Along with LuAnn, several of our sem-
inarians have also shared with me the en-
couragement they are experiencing 
because of their practice of the Examen.  
Max Vetch, a junior at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Seminary, shares, “I think one of 
the biggest graces of this time is realizing 
how helpless we really are. Everyone 
seems to be using the words ‘uncertain 
times’, but as Christians we have been liv-
ing in the end times since Jesus first came. 
This is not to say that we should be fright-
ened at the possibilities of danger. We 
have the greatest certainty of all in the vic-
tory of the resurrection. This is what we 
especially celebrate during the Easter sea-
son.” 

Robert Kinyon, second year of theol-
ogy, notes “This difficult time has provided  
me an occasion to recognize more deeply 
that everything I have is a gift from God 
— even my very existence. By virtue of 
His sheer gratitude, I have life. Sometimes 
my life is riddled with frustration and 
stress, but such emotions only become 

Jesus is still hearing our prayers

Surviving Divorce Online--  
Helping You Find Peace, Power, and Passion After Your Divorce, wherever you are in the 
Diocese. Separated or Divorced? Join us in a ministry that will bring hope and healing to 
those who have experienced the pain and loneliness of a broken marriage. Surviving  
Divorce covers topics including shock and grief, anger and forgiveness, money issues, 
dealing with children and a former spouse, and annulment and remarriage. This pro-
gram is for both the newly separated and divorced and those still struggling with issues 
many years later. It will help them find answers to their questions, restore their hope, 
and begin authentic healing. This twelve-week support group is open to Christian men 
and women of all denominations and will begin on June 4. Participants can register on-
line at http://terrasancta.org/survivingdivorce. A $30 registration fee covers all materi-
als.  Scholarship help is available for those in financial need. Please register as soon as 
possible, so that materials can be mailed out to you prior to sessions beginning. For 
more information, contact Amy Julian at 605-343-3541 ext 2240 or ajulian@diorc.org. 
 
Sessions will be Thursday nights Online via Zoom, 6-8 p.m., beginning June 4. Summer 
Session will be accepting participants through June 17. 



I shudder when I 
think of some of the 
crazy things I did as a 
young priest in 
liturgy. Reflecting on 
my youthfulness and 
energy makes me 
laugh and sometimes 
cry. I say to myself, 
“How could I be so 
stupid?”  

I am not sure it 
was stupidity or even 
youthful ignorance 
that guided my deci-
sions. Rather, if I am 
honest, it was pride. I 
thought I knew better 
than the centuries of 

wisdom distilled in the guidelines that 
governed the celebration of the sacra-
ments. Thus, I set about improving the 
Mass, making the baptism more meaning-
ful or the wedding more relevant. Pride, 
nurtured and cultivated with what I 
thought was sound reasoning and carefully 
selected research to agree with my ideas, 
reinforced my opinion. It took years to 
even realize this, and I am still unraveling 
this vice. Pride continues to rear its ugly 
head.  

I make this confession in a column 
about liturgy because I believe I am not 
very different from you. We all get stuck 
in our pride, do we not? We allow our-
selves to become convinced that we are 
right. Whoever thinks or acts differently 
than me, be that the pastor, a fellow 
parishioner, a different group or whoever, 
is wrong. We then resort, as I did and still 
do, to complaining, gathering likeminded 
friends, sulking and remaining resentful. It 
can take a long time to process through 

Learning the Liturgy
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anger, frustration and discontent to look 
more deeply at the situation and allow 
truth and wisdom to surface. I have 
wasted time in this journey.  

So what, then, is a better approach? 
When I confront an opinion or a practice 
in the celebration of the liturgy that does 
not set well with me, I strive first to reflect 
quietly on what I have experienced. The 
questions I ask myself are, “Why does that 
bother me? What difference does it make? 
Is this any of my business?” The beauty of 
this sort of approach is it allows me to 
reach inside and discover my understand-
ing and convictions. I can do research to 
determine if my understanding of an as-
pect of the liturgy is accurate and/or if 
there is another way of looking at what-
ever it is that is bothering me. I can ask 
questions and explore options. In the end, 
I might well find out that there is more 
than one way of approaching a subject. I 
might also find my concern valid.  

Gaining a deeper understanding of a 
liturgical subject can also prompt me to 
explore my convictions and values. Hope-
fully, I can probe more deeply into how 
this aspect of the liturgy touches me deep 
inside. This deeper reflection unfailingly 
leads me to appreciate what I cherish and 
love about the Mass or other sacrament.  

I can also examine the emotions trig-
gered by this aspect of the celebration and 
why I care about it so much. This allows 
me to explore my own history and my 
faith journey. I can appreciate the ramifi-
cations of my own understandings and 
how they flow into other considerations 
and dimensions of my celebration of 
liturgy or my Catholic faith as a whole. 
This sort of reflection allows me to act in 
truth, rather than out of pride.  

I can accept diversity where it is appro-

priate. I can choose to celebrate with free-
dom, without allowing my personal pref-
erences to adversely affect my response to 
the whole celebration. If possible, I may 
choose another parish to celebrate. Above 
all, I may also choose to visit with the pas-
tor or person whose comments or actions 
caused my concern and lead me on this 
reflective journey. I can do that not to win 
an argument, but rather to seek further 
understanding, seek correction of a prac-
tice that is in error or simply express my 
concern.  

To be clear, there are rights and wrongs 
here. The church has given us guidelines 

to follow and even these guidelines allow 
for some interpretation. They are also in 
certain ways, very specific. On the one 
hand, we should not demand of ourselves 
and others more than these guidelines ex-
pect. On the other hand, we should not 
settle for less. Priests are not always right. 
I certainly was not for many years. Neither 
are lay people. We can all be misguided. 
We can be wrong or wrestle with pride. 
Situations of discomfort and struggle will 
always arise. It is better to take the time to 
reflect and come to an understanding that 
is grounded in the truth and then decide 
how best to respond. 

‘We all get stuck in our pride’

Monthly Message From Our Lady 
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the  
Medjugorje visionary Marija to give us her message. 

“Dear children! May this time be an incentive for personal conversion 
for you. Pray, little children, in solitude, to the Holy Spirit to strengthen 
you in faith and trust in God, that you may be worthy witnesses of the 
love which God bestows upon you through my presence. Little children, 
do not permit trials to harden your heart and for prayer to be like a desert. 
Be a reflection of God’s love and witness the Risen Jesus by your lives. I 
am with you and I love all of you with my motherly love. Thank you for 
having responded to my call.” 4/25/20



from humans. The cell 
lines from humans may 
come from acceptable 
sources, like human 
skin, or from problem-
atic sources, like direct 
abortions. Regrettably, 
several of the Covid-19 
vaccine candidates that 
are being developed 
today have relied on cell 
lines that were har-
vested from aborted fe-
tuses. Scientists have a 
duty to avoid the use of 
such unethically derived 
cell lines and should in-
stead select available al-
ternatives as they ramp 
up their research pro-
grams. 

Vaccines, of course, 
are real “game changers” in public health. As 
a society, we must continue to insist that 
vaccine development and production be 
held to the highest ethical standards. This is 
especially true during the accelerated push 
arising from the present pandemic, lest we 
foster practices meant to save lives by risk-
ing the lives of other vulnerable human be-
ings. 

Creating a new vaccine and bringing it 
to market typically requires more than a 
decade of research and clinical testing. 
Many companies and research groups are 
working overtime to shorten this timeline 
dramatically in the wake of the Covid-19 
pandemic.  

Some have suggested it may be possible 
to develop a vaccine within a year or two, 
but such a feat would be a first, especially 
considering that no vaccine for any type of 
coronavirus has ever been successfully de-
veloped.  

The former director at the Food and 
Drug Administration’s Office of Biotech-
nology put it this way: “Scientists have tried 
unsuccessfully for decades to develop a vac-
cine to prevent HIV/AIDS and a ‘universal’ 
flu vaccine that wouldn’t need to be refor-
mulated and readministered every year. All 
have been duds.”  

Another specialist in the field of infec-
tious diseases, when asked about the 
prospects of a quick Covid-19 vaccine, de-
murred, saying it would require a “home 
run” and “nearly everything to go right.”  

Some vaccines end up taking so long to 
develop that the original threat disappears 
by the time they become available, as hap-
pened, for example, with the Ebola vaccine 
after the original viral outbreak in Africa.  

Nevertheless, scores of laboratories are 
now urgently working to develop a Covid-
19 vaccine. Their haste in trying not only to 
save lives, but also to beat their competitors, 
raises the concern that biomedical re-
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Making Sense of Bioethics

searchers may succumb to temptations to 
cut corners ethically in the research and de-
velopment phases of their work. 

One concern involves safety testing. The 
bar for safety has always been very high for 
vaccines that are to be administered to 
healthy people, and typically tens of thou-
sands of people need to be systematically 
tested before a new vaccine receives ap-
proval and becomes widely available. The 
first rotavirus vaccine (RotaTeq) was tested 
on 72,000 healthy infants, while the newest 
singles vaccine (Shingrix) underwent safety 
testing on about 29,000 people. And those 
tests were done only after extensive testing 
on animals had been completed. 

Such large-scale testing is a formidable 
and meticulous task requiring a good deal 
of time and expense so that the purported 
treatment doesn’t unintentionally harm 
those it intends to help. In terms of Covid-
19, the concerns about safety are even 
greater, since some developers are looking 
at novel and largely unproven technologies, 
like mRNA vaccines and DNA vaccines, 
raising further safety questions that may re-
quire additional time to sort through during 
the phase of clinical trials. 

Another concern involves the proposal 
to shorten the timeline by soliciting young, 
uninfected volunteers who would be inten-
tionally infected with the virus after having 
been given either the potential vaccine or a 
placebo. This “challenge trial” approach 
would enable researchers to assess the effec-
tiveness of a proposed vaccine more rapidly 
than a traditional clinical trial, which would 

require waiting for some of the participants 
to become infected in the course of ordinary 
life.  

Experts who favor this approach say that 
they have already heard from many people 
willing to volunteer. Carrying out a chal-
lenge trial for a virus with no known cure 
clearly involves risk. There is no way to pre-
dict what kind of reaction a volunteer may 
have from either the virus or the proposed 
vaccine; even the young and healthy could 
end up hospitalized or dying.  

While it is not intrinsically unethical to 
take actions with a degree of risk for the 
good of the community, provided that it 
comes with the patients’ full and informed 
consent, questions about whether it would 
be prudent to do so need to be carefully ad-
dressed. Given the significant competitive 
pressures arising from many dozens of com-
panies and research teams trying to get to 
the finish line first, big pharma needs to re-
main vigilant about over-stepping the 
boundaries of reasonable risk.  

A final concern in attempting to speed 
up vaccine development involves the use of 
human cell lines derived from abortions. A 
variety of cell lines are available for Covid-
19 research and vaccine development, some 
originating from hamsters, mice or other 
mammals, some from insects, and some 

Accelerating vaccine development
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“I experienced my weekend in Montana in 2002, it enhanced and  
deepened my relationship with Christ. That is why I am so passionate for 
others to experience their weekend so they can continue to grow in their 
faith. We moved to Rapid City in 2018 and were so excited to find the  
Cursillo community active in this diocese. If you are serious about your 
faith and growing closer to Jesus, this weekend is for you, give it a try.”  

— Kathy Ackerman

BY KATHY ACKERMAN 
Are you searching to deepen your 

Catholic faith? During the past six weeks 
of experiencing social distancing we may 
have had more time to think about our re-
lationship with Christ. As we do, we may 
have found that we have not kept Him 
front and center of our lives as we would 
like. You may be searching and wondering 
where do I go from here? We know Christ 
has given us the command to go out and 
change the world, but how, where do you 
start, and do you feel so ill equipped? You 
may want to consider attending a “short 
course on Christianity.” 

Cursillo is a Roman Catholic movement 
with a 50-plus year history in the Diocese 
of Rapid City. It is a powerful instrument 
of conversion and renewal in the church 
with a specific purpose: to Christianize our 
environments, to bring Christ into the 
world and the world to Christ. Cursillo is an 
encounter with Christ — a real meeting 
with Christ. God wants a relationship with 
each one of us, and he wants each of us to 
experience him through his Spirit. One way 
to do this is by attending a Cursillo. 

Men and women attend separate week-

Men's & Women's 3-day Cursillo Weekends 
Women's Weekend Oct. 9-12, Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City 

Friday evening to Monday afternoon 
Men's Weekend Oct. 22-25, Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City 

Thursday evening to Sunday afternoon 
Application fee $25. A free-will offering is taken at the end of the weekends. 
Applications: http://www.natl-cursillo.org/rapidcity 
For questions contact: 
Kathy Ackerman 406-939-2686 dchealthycomm@yahoo.com  
or David Elkjer 605-209-6782 delkjer@vastbb.net  

 
Cursillo, Spanish for short course, is a world-wide personal 
enrichment program that concentrates on Christian piety, 
study and action. See the website for more information. 

 

ends, which usually begin on Thursday 
evening and end late Sunday afternoon. 
Each weekend is a blend of seriousness and 
lightheartedness in an atmosphere of joy. 
Included in the weekend are talks given by 
religious (priests, deacons, and nuns) and 
laypeople, Mass, laughter, prayer, great food, 
song, fellowship and discovery. Guaranteed 
— you will receive many unexpected gifts. 

Interested in attending a weekend that 
will inspire you forever? Is Christ calling 
you? Please seriously consider attending a 
Cursillo weekend. It will touch you heart al-
ways. 

This year Cursillo’s are scheduled in 
Rapid City at the Blessed Sacrament  
Church. Women’s weekend will be October 
9-12. It will be starting on Friday evening 
this year and going through Monday due to 
the holiday on October 12, thereby making 
it more convenient as Monday will not be a 
workday for many. The Men’s weekend is 
scheduled Thursday through Sunday,  
October 22-25. 

Visit the website nat’l-cursillo.org/rapid 
city. Please call with any questions you may 
have or to learn how to sign up, Kathy  
Ackerman 406-939-2686. 

Cultivate your faith with Cursillo

Christ as Healer Icon 

CHICAGO (CNS) — When word came that  
Illinois residents were being asked to stay 
home and the Archdiocese of Chicago  
suspended public Masses in mid-March, 
Chicago-based iconographer Joseph Malham 
was at loose ends. He decided to use the 
time to create, and the result is a 3-foot-by-4-
foot icon of Christ the Healer, an image he 
completed in three weeks. “Like the rest of 
the world, I thought, ‘I can sit around listen-
ing to my own fears or I can do something 
creative,’” said Malham, whose studio is at 
St. Gregory Parish in Chicago. “I came up 
with doing this for the sufferers of COVID-
19.” The icon is intended to comfort not just 
those who are ill. It’s also for all those suffer-
ing financially or emotionally, those isolated 
from friends and family members and those 
who put their own health at risk to care for 
those who are sick, he said. (CNS photo by Joe Malham via Chicago Catholic) 
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Justin Montegna 
from Rausch  
Monument  
installing the  
granite top on the 
chapel ambo.  

For a virtual 
tour of the  
facility go to:  
www.rapidwww.rapid
citydiocese.citydiocese.
org.org.

A sleek new reception area. A sleek new reception area. 

The new building still needs landscaping and finishing work on the front canopies. The Covid-19 pandemic 
safety measures still has most staff working remotely.  
A date for staff to return is undetermined. 

First floor, Resurrection Garden Meeting Room has stained glass donated by Msgr. 
Gerry McManus on  behalf of the Catholic Community at Ellsworth AFB, 

Terri Patterson sets up her office in the Parish Accounting section of the building. Terri Patterson sets up her office in the Parish Accounting section of the building. 
She was one of more than 30 employees relocated from the three buildings which 
housed chancery offices. Two  of the buildings were located by the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help on Cathedral Dr. The other offices were in the Terra 
Sancta building on City Springs Rd., seven miles away.

safety measures still has most staff working remotely.  
A date for staff to return is undetermined. 

Linda Drake sets up the Pastoral  
Ministries storage area. Finding stor-
age space has been a challenge for 
diocesan staff for many years.

CHANCERY PHONE 605-343-3541
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For Divine Mercy Sunday, the Office of Faith Formation encouraged parishioners “seal your doorpost” with the Divine 
Mercy image and post the image to social media. The image was handed out to parishioners in Rapid City and  
Piedmont as part of a Divine Mercy Pilgrimage. Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City, and Our Lady of the Black Hills, 
Piedmont, offered blessings with relics of St. Faustina and St. John Paul II. In Piedmont, pilgrims received a drive 
through blessing and veneration (from the car) in Polish.  
(Courtesy photos)

BY FATHER RON GARRY, ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST, FT. PIERRE 
AND FR. JOE HOLZHAUSER, SS. PETER AND PAUL, PIERRE 
   Milt Morris and the Oahe Speedway workers north of Pierre have shut down normal operations, but have 
opened up the facility for faith groups to utilize the short distance FM broadcast to join people for worship, while 
they stay in their vehicles. 
   From both sides of the Missouri River, families in about 100 vehicles joined in prayer. On May 10, Frs. Joe 
Holzhauser and Ron Garry broadcasted, to their car radios, Mother's Day prayers. We gave thanks for the heav-
enly intercession of Mary Mother of the church, leading us to her Son. We prayed for mothers: 

For our mothers, who have given us life and love, that we may show them reverence and love. •
For mothers who have lost a child through death, that their faith may give them hope, and their family and •

friends support and console them. 
For mothers who have died, that God bring them into the joy of his kingdom. •

   Fr. Ron carried a picture of his 93 year old mother in his pocket, and wore the Irish green sweater his dad 
bought shortly before he died in 1988. Mom and dad Holzhauser were there, praying the rosary along with the 
others. 

Tuning in God by Radio

Divine Mercy Sunday

MILT MORRIS AND FR. RON GARRY

FR. JOE HOLZHAUSER

Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek

Let us 
pray...
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within the current 
clamor lies a real oppor-
tunity to model pa-
tience, generosity, and so 
forth, to all those in our 
networks of family, 
friends, and co-workers. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 

A final thought. So-
cial distancing and quar-
antining are reminding 
us of an important truth 
about ourselves: we were 
made for community, for 
communion. As much 
as Zoom and Facetime 
can ease our cravings 
and are truly helpful, we 
know they’re not the same. They’re not as 
real. Grandmas and grandpas want to hold 
their grandkids, and we all long to gather 
and receive the Eucharist rather than just 
watch it on TV. This ache is good, and we 
all feel it. What does this mean for our po-
litical life? This is the sort of question I’ll be 
exploring on Faith & Politics, the podcast 
of the South Dakota Catholic Conference.  
Starting June 2, it will be a broadcast every 
Tuesday night on Real Presence Radio, in 
addition to the web. Please join me. What 
topics do you want to hear? 
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Since I last wrote in this space two 
months ago, it seems the world has been 
turned upside down by a global pandemic. 

March 30, “veto day” for the state legis-
lature, in an unprecedented move, lawmak-
ers convened remotely due to concerns over 
spreading the coronavirus. They adopted a 
slate of bills aimed at facilitating state and 
local governments’ responses to the pan-
demic.  

Indicators from the March sales tax re-
ceipts — the most recent month for which 
data is available — show a decline of $18.1 
million, though the full impact on tax re-
ceipts won’t be visible until April’s report is 
published in June. Moreover, more than 
32,000 unemployment assistance claims 
have been filed in South Dakota since mid-
March. While many sectors have been hit 
hard, tourism and the service-industry are 
especially vulnerable. Governor Kristi 
Noem indicated she may convene a special 
legislative session in the months ahead to 
rework the state budget with lower revenue 
projections.   

National headlines feature rising unem-
ployment, mortgage loan defaults, and in-
creased business bankruptcies. In 
Washington, lobby groups representing 
stretched industries jostle as lawmakers dis-
cuss coronavirus relief  “Round Four.” To be 

sure, the depth and length of the economic 
consequences are yet to be fully born out.  
God willing, and with wise leadership, it 
will be smoother than some fear. 

In the virus-driven news cycle, it can be 
nearly forgotten that this is an election year.  
Polls will be open June 2 for party primaries 
and, for some districts, nonpolitical local of-
fices. You can obtain information about ab-
sentee voting on the South Dakota 
Secretary of State website. 

For me, the pandemic has been the ma-
terial for much reflection and prayer. What 
does all this mean for the Catholic citizen?  
Here are a few of my own thoughts. 

First — and forgive me if I sound like a 
broken record, as I’ve said this in these 
pages before — I’m convinced that one of 
the most fundamental gifts we as Christians 
have to offer our country is a witness to joy.  
This has even greater importance now. A 
few weeks ago, my barber — not a Chris-
tian as far as I know — wearing mask and 
gloves, recounted a lengthy parade of coro-
navirus horribles to me as soon as I plopped 
down in his chair. When he reached the end 
of the dire litany, exasperated, he asked me, 
“so, you got any good news? Is there even 
any?!” How do we answer such a question? 
What is the good news that we possess; or 
rather, that possesses us? Does fear cripple 

us from providing an answer? “God did not 
give us a spirit of timidity,” St. Paul writes 
to Timothy. In the midst of suffering, this 
is something we can remind one another.  
This isn’t to suggest we take on a false hap-
piness, straining to ignore suffering or pre-
tend everything’s fine. Instead, with holy 
confidence in the love of God, it simply 
means that we ask him to enter into suffer-
ing with us. He has, and he will. This is 
good news. 

Second, this time gives us real opportu-
nities to model patience and generosity.  I’ve 
been praying lately with the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit, listed in Gal 5 —  “love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithful-
ness,  gentleness and self-control” — using 
them as an examination of conscience of 
sorts. The governments of different states, 
counties, and towns have had varying ap-
proaches in their coronavirus responses, as 
have different businesses and even dioceses, 
each trying its best to do the right thing.  
There are, in response, a seemingly endless 
supply of opinions, with professed expertise 
emerging from all quarters. Social media 
undoubtedly exacerbates vocal armchair 
quarterbacking which, let’s be honest, isn’t 
always helpful. That’s not to say that we 
shouldn’t exercise our voice as citizens.  We 
absolutely must. But for Christian citizens, 

State may convene special session to rework budget

BY CINDY WOODEN  
 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Jesus con-

tinues to console his followers, and it is im-
portant to learn to recognize the 
consolation he offers, Pope Francis said. 

“When we must pass through moments 
of sadness, we need to learn to perceive 
what is the true consolation of the Lord,” 
he said May 8 during Mass in the Domus 
Sanctae Marthae. 

On World Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Day, the pope began the Mass praying for 
the men and women who work for and vol-
unteer with the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement, “doing so 
much good.” 

In his homily, he focused on the day’s 
Gospel reading from St. John, when Jesus 
consoles his disciples at the Last Supper. 

“One of the ‘jobs’ of the Lord is to con-
sole,” the pope said. 

“We have many ways of consoling — 
from the most authentic, closest way, to the 
most formal, like those telegrams of condo-
lence, ‘Deeply saddened for,’” he said, citing 
how such messages often begin. “It doesn’t 
console anyone. It’s fake. It’s a formality 
consolation.” 

But the Gospel shows how the Lord 
consoles, he said. “The Lord always consoles 
close up, with the truth and with hope. 
Those are the three traits of the Lord’s con-
solation.” 

Jesus says, “‘I am here. I am here with 
you.’ And often he says it silently. But we 
know he is here. He is always here. That 
kind of closeness is God’s style,” which is 
why Jesus became incarnate — “to be close 
to us,” the pope said. 

Jesus does not tell the disciples that 
nothing bad will happen, the pope contin-
ued. In fact, he makes it clear that one of 
them will betray him and that he will die. 

But, still, Jesus offers hope, the pope said. 
He tells the disciples, “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled,” and assures them that 
he would prepare a place for them “so that 
where I am you also may be.” 

Paradoxically, he said, “it is not easy to 
let ourselves be consoled by the Lord. 
Often, in bad times, we get angry with the 
Lord and do not let him come and speak to 
use that way, with that sweetness, closeness, 
meekness, truth and hope.” 

“Let us ask for the grace to learn how to 
be consoled by the Lord,” he said. “It isn’t 
anesthesia, no. But it is closeness, it’s truth 
and it opens the doors of hope for us.” 

 

Let yourself be consoled by the Lord, pope says

Pope Francis celebrates Mass May 8, in 
the chapel of his Vatican residence, the 
Domus Sanctae Marthae. (CNS 
photo/Vatican Media) 
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Jorge Lamelas, Alejandra Howard and Stephanie Gil star in a scene from the upcoming movie 
"Fatima." The release of the film, based on the 1917 historical account of the three young 
shepherds who reported receiving visions of Mary near the Portuguese town of Fatima, has 
been delayed amid the coronavirus pandemic. (CNS photo/Claudio Iannone, Picturehouse) 

BY SOPHIA MARTINSON 
NEW YORK (CNS) — Moviegoers 

anticipating the feature film about the 
story of the children of Fatima will have 
to wait a few more months to see the  
famous miracle story on the big screen. 

 ‘Fatima’ film release delayed

May 7, Catholic Social Services hosted a Zoom conference to enlist the aid of parishes 
in identifying people who might be suffering from depression. Jim Kinyon, executive di-
rector and Charlie Hartpence of the counseling department hosted the meeting. It was 
attended by Chancery personnel and volunteers from both Catholic and Protestant 
churches.  

Kinyon said he was concerned that Covid-19 social distancing is a threat to the mental 
wellness of others. “We are told to love them is to avoid them,” he said. “Addiction, de-
pression and anxiety hunt like wolves to isolate a vulnerable victim.” 

Several parishes have volunteers calling and asking about physical needs like groceries 
and errands as well as directing people to online spiritual resources. Kinyon would like 
them to add a couple questions about being depressed or uninterested in enjoyable pas-
times. Depending on the number of days during the past two weeks someone answers 
“yes,” the volunteer asks if they can share contact information with CSS. Counselors will 
then call and evaluate the person to see it they need additional attention.  

Angie Stover, of Pine Ridge, is calling to check on Sacred Heart parishioners. She said, 
“It surprised me how many people are desperate for conversation.” She added parents with 
children really want to talk to a grownup. 

Kinyon recounted statistics showing South Dakota as having the highest suicide rate 
in the nation. He also said the national suicide rate is the highest it has been since the 
great economic collapse in 1929. In the presentation he said there are two lies people start 
believing — that no one cares, and they are beyond help. Kinyon also noted that social 
distancing is shutting down support group meetings, but some of those, like Alcoholics 
Anonymous, have begun meeting on Zoom too.  

The CSS personnel shared information on financial help they can provide also. (See p. 
18) If the volunteers think immediate help is needed, they can call 911 or the 24-hour 
National Suicide Hotline at 1-800-273-8255. The CSS website is cssrapidcity.com for in-
formation on programs and economic help. The phone numbers for CSS is 605-348-6086 
or 1-800-727-2401. 

 
 
 
 

CSS: Combatting suicide, isolation is the new enemy

The historical drama, directed by 
Marco Pontecorvo and distributed by  
Picturehouse, was originally scheduled for 
widespread release April 24, the second 
Friday of Easter. But like many films 
slated for this spring, “Fatima” was pushed 
back because of the coronavirus pandemic. 

“The circumstances that the world 
finds itself in now require precautionary 
measures and action,” the film’s official 
Facebook profile posted March 19. “As a 
result, we are postponing the opening of 
‘Fatima’ in theaters to Aug. 14, 2020.” 

Based on real-life events and starring 
Joaquim de Almeida (“Queen of the 
South”), Goran Visnjic (“Beginners”), 
Stephanie Gil (“Terminator: Dark Fate”) 
and Lucia Moniz (“Love Actually”), with 
Sonia Braga (“Aquarius”) and Harvey  
Keitel (“The Piano,” “The Irishman”),  
“Fatima” tells the story of Lucia dos  
Santos, a young Portuguese girl, and her 
two younger cousins, Jacinta and Francisco 
Marto. 

In 1917, the three young shepherds  
reported receiving visions of Mary near 
the town of Fatima, Portugal. While the 
children’s testament inspired thousands of 
believers, it also incited anger from  
government officials and put their lives at 
risk. Jacinta and Francisco, who fell victim 
to the global flu pandemic of 1918, were 
canonized in 2017. Lucia, who became a 
cloistered Carmelite nun in Portugal, died 
in 2005 at age 97. 
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In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, 

Catholic Social Services is adding new 
services and changing the way it provides 
old ones. 

In April, the agency’s Covid-19  
Response Fund awarded $45,00 in emer-
gency funds to 187 individuals and fami-
lies who have been impacted by Covid-19 
job or income loss. The fund provides as-
sistance with basic needs such as food, 
medicine, rent and utilities, and mental 
health services, if needed.  

CSS counselors and social workers, 
meanwhile, have transitioned outpatient 
therapy, parenting classes and other client 
services to online and telehealth delivery.  

BY MARY GARRIGAN 
CSS STAFF 

 
 More than $100,000 in grants and gifts 

to the Covid-19 Response Fund at Catholic 
Social Services have been raised in one 
month from private foundations, corporate 
funders and individual donors.   

“We are humbled by this outpouring of 
generosity on behalf of people who have 
lost jobs and income due to Covid-19,” said 
Jim Kinyon, executive director of CSS. “And 
we’re honored to be working, along with the 
many parish volunteers we’ve trained to do 
outreach, to be the hands and feet of Christ 
for families in need right now.”  

Local and national grantmakers, includ-
ing the United Way of the Black Hills, have 
mobilized to quickly provide emergency 
funding for Covid-19 related needs at many 
community non-profits. Catholic Social 
Services has received five Covid-19 grants 
to date and has three other Covid-19 grant 

CSS staff currently offer a wide variety of 
virtual trainings and seminars online, in-
cluding a free Pandemic Parenting class. 
For a full listing of tele-counseling serv-
ices, visit the CSS website at 
cssrapidcity.com. 

One of the earliest recipients of Covid-
19 Response funds was Donna, a low-in-
come grandmother of school-age children.  
“She suddenly found herself taking care of 
her four grandkids because school was 
closed and their parents had no other day-
care options,” said CSS Disaster Relief 
Director Leon Lunders. “She needed basic 
necessities. She needed help feeding them 
three meals every day.” 

As of May 1, Lunders and his team of 
case managers had reviewed 312 applica-
tions. They provide all applicants with a 

mental health screening and made refer-
rals to the CSS Counseling Department 
when appropriate.  Covid-19 Response 
Funds can also pay for tele-counseling 
services, if needed.   

The Covid-19 Response application is 
available online at 
www.cssrapidcity.com/relief. Grants from 
several private and community founda-
tions, including $20,000 from United Way 
of the Black Hills, is funding the Covid-
19 Response. Applicants are eligible for up 
to $250 per household. 

 

CSS continues efforts to help with grants amid pandemic

Kim Eliason of Cathedral parish and Leon 
Lunders, director of the CSS Disaster Relief 
Department, review applications for  
personal help with Covid-19 income losses. 
(Courtesy photo)

requests pending, for a total of $152,233 in 
funding.  

CSS provides up to $250 per household 
for food, medicine, or other basic household 
needs, as well as access to free mental health 
services, if needed, for people dealing with 
Covid-19 financial or emotional stress.  
CSS expects to provide up to $250,000 in 
emergency financial assistance and subsidies 
for outpatient therapy via telehealth as a re-
sult of the Covid-19 pandemic.  To apply 
(or to donate), visit the CSS website a  
cssrapidcity.com or call 605-348-6086. 

To date, grant funding for Covid-19  
relief includes: 

Dakota Charitable Foundation: $60,000  
United Way of the Black Hills: $20,000 
Catholic Charities USA: $10,000 
Raskob Foundation for Catholic  

Activities: $5,000 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation:  

$1,233 
Black Hills Corp: $1,000 

Donor funding assists CSS outreach efforts
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tests and ultrasounds, to prenatal vitamins, 
diapers and parenting classes, the BHPC 
assists pregnant and parenting moms by 
providing appropriate resources and sup-
port for all impacted by an unplanned preg-
nancy.   

Rachel’s Vineyard is a ministry which 
brings hope and healing to the women and 
men who suffer from having made the 
choice of abortion when faced with a crisis 
pregnancy. Kling remarked, “Our hope is 
that women who are fearful or anxious 
about their pregnancies would find the 
courage to seek out Black Hills Pregnancy 
Center. If they could find those services in 
time, they would not need our ministry to 
heal their wounds of heartbreak and regret.” 

Amy Julian, the director of Family Life 
Ministries for the Diocese of Rapid City, 
asked the Rachel’s Vineyard Team to con-
sider participating in the Walk for Life as 
part of the USCCB initiative, “Walking 
With Moms in Need: A Year of Service.” 
“We hoped that we could remind women 
of the hope and healing that Rachel’s Vine-

yard offers, while we raised money for the 
moms who are currently in need,” Julian 
said.   

The whole team agreed that asking for 
money was the most difficult part of the 
walk. But Kling recalled advice from 
Rachels Vineyard’s first chaplain, the late Fr. 
Will Prospero, SJ,over 20 years ago.   

“I will never forget the lesson that he 
taught me when I was trying to raise the 
first monies for Rachel’s Vineyard. He said 
that by not asking for donations, it was on 
my soul that I was not offering the oppor-
tunity to people to receive graces from God 
by giving to his work. Wow! It was a lot eas-
ier to ask for financial support after that lec-
ture!” 

Father Will’s pep talk from two decades 
ago worked. As of the writing of this article, 
the Rachel’s Vineyard team of seven had 
raised over $1,200, ranking as the 1st place 
fundraising team for the Walk for Life, 
which inspired Kling to reflect “God is so 
good!”  

 

BY FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES STAFF 
“It broke our hearts to cancel our 

Rachel’s Vineyard retreat this year,” says 
Carol Kling, Team Leader of the Rachel’s 
Vineyard Retreat, “so finding another way 
to help other moms in crisis seemed to be a 
good way to keep our team united to our 
mission of caring for women in need.”   

The Black Hills Pregnancy Center held 
their annual Walk for Life on Saturday, 
May 9, but unlike any other year, 2020 was 
a “virtual” walk. Participants still registered 
and pledged to raise donations, but they 
could walk wherever they wanted.   

In a Facebook video to kick off the vir-
tual walk, Fr. Adam Hofer of Blessed Sacra-
ment Church, Rapid City, offered the 
opening prayer, asking that “we may per-
ceive more and more the profound dignity 
and right to life of every human person 
from the moment of conception.” 

Travis Lasseter, the executive director of 
the BHPC also shared the story of Baby 
Alaine, the daughter of a client who has 
been helped by BHPC. From pregnancy 

Rachel’s Vineyard Team lead in BH Pregnancy Center fundraiser

Carol Kling and Susan Gunn, walking around 
Shadehill in Lemmon. The women who 
walked on behalf of Rachel’s Vineyard 
ranked first in the BH Pregnancy Center 
fundraiser. (Courtesy photo) 
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In Your Prayers 

In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and death  
anniversaries of the clergy who serve us. Every effort has been made to have a complete 
list. Birthdays: June 7, Dcn. Craig Pearson; June 17, Fr. John Heying; June 26, Fr. Tony 
Grossenburg; June 27, Fr. Ed Witt, SJ.  Ordinations: June 1, 1974, Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ; 
June 3, 2017, Fr. Jacob Boddicker, SJ and Fr. Brad Held, SJ; June 6, 1991, Fr. Mark Mc-
Cormick; June 6, 2008, Dcn. Tom Freece; June 7, 1984, Fr. Kerry Prendiville; June 8, 1973, 
Fr. Dan Juelfs; June 8, 1979, Fr. Michel Mulloy; June 8, 1989, Fr. Brian Lane; June 8, 2001, 
Fr. Timothy Castor and Fr. Matthew Fallgren; June 9, 1988, Fr. Gary Oreshoski and Fr. Bryan 
Sorensen; June 9, 2000, Fr. John Heying and Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek; June 9, 2006, Fr. James 
Hoerter; June 10, 1983, Fr. James Kubicki, SJ; June 10, 1990, Dcn. George Gladfelter;  
June 11, 1982, Msgr. Michael Woster; June 11, 1992, Fr. Leo Hausmann; June 12, 1981, 
Fr. Peter Klink, SJ; June 12, 1998, Fr. Ed Vanorny; June 13, 1997, Fr. Janusz Korban; June 
17, 1983, Fr. Ron Garry; June 19, 1976, Dcn. Ben Black Bear; June 19, 2014, Fr. Jonathan 
Dillon, Fr. Grant Gerlach, and Fr. Adam Hofer; June 20, 1987, Fr. James Lafontaine, SJ; June 
25, 2003, Dcn. Larry Brown; June 26, 2009, Fr. Tyler Dennis; June 27, 2009, Dcn. Larry  
Kopriva and James Van Loan; June 29, 1995, Fr. Tim Hoag. Necrology: June 2, 1966, 
William McGuill; June 3, 1940, Bruno Suchsland; June 7, 1914, Joseph Chausee; June 8, 
1952, Arthur LaFleur; June 9, 1963, Joseph O’Rourke; June 9, 1972, Francis Collins, SJ; 
June 10, 1982, Dcn. Max Plank; June 12, 1924, Thomas Hoban; June 12, 1936, Michael 
Straeten; June 14, 1975, Eugene Szalay; June 17, 1961, Walter Isherwood; June 19, 1967, 
Peter Price, SJ; June 20, 1946, Columban Bregenzer, OSB; June 22, 1975, Patrick  
McCormick; June 26, 1999, Joseph Zeller; June 26, 2018, Dcn. John Steffen; June 27, 
1985, Victor Perky, SCJ. 

The 2020 National Right to Life  Essay 
contest is complete. This year’s contest drew 
entrants from 41 states and the District of 
Columbia. The states with the top number 
of participants were Kansas, Maryland, and 
Michigan.   

The two divisions – Junior and Senior – 
each have three top winners: first, second 
and third place. Three of the winning en-
tries were from S.D. and two of those are 
from the Diocese of Rapid City.  

Last month, the West River Catholic  
published the junior division 1st place na-
tional winner, Karina Novotny of Hot 
Springs. This month the newspaper pub-
lishes the senior division (grades 10-12) 
2nd place national winner, Malia Linde of 
Belle Fourche.  

Contestants were asked to write an essay 
of 500 or fewer words on the simple but 
fundamental question of “Why are you pro-
life?”  The essays that came back illustrated 
many motivations. Some cited their faith, 
or the experience of a family member who 
had an unplanned pregnancy, or a brother 
or sister who had a disability, to name just 
three. Over a two-week period, 22 judges 
determined the winners of the 2020 NRLC 
Essay contest.  Along with the second-place 
honor Linde won $150. She said, “I would 
not have entered the contest if not for the 
support and encouragement of Gail 
Wingert, my writing teacher.”  

 
Here is her essay: 
Death.  Destruction.  Massacre. 
When you hear these words, what do you 

think of?  Sickness, mass shootings, bombings? 
What about abortion?  Abortion is one of 

the leading causes of death in our world today. 
It’s enough to make your stomach lurch and 
your heart break. How could anyone murder an 
innocent unborn baby? Yes, you heard me right. 
Abortion is murder. Some may argue that 
they’re not really slaughtering an innocent 
human being, rather that they are simply free-
ing the mother of an undesirable and uninvited 
burden. However, no matter how many times 
they claim that they are not slaying a human 
being, that won’t change the fact that they are. 
The death of an innocent person should be 
mourned, not supported by thousands, no mil-
lions of people. But what they don’t realize, is 

that every single abortion performed is another 
person who will never see the light of day. I 
can’t help but recall what Ronald Reagan said 
about abortion, “I’ve noticed that everyone who 
is for abortion has already been born.” No one 
wants to be killed. 

So, why does our messed-up world keep on 
killing the most innocent people? I am pro-life 
because I know that all life is sacred and needs 
to be cherished and loved. Life is God’s gift to 
us. Imagine a world with no life. We wouldn’t 
exist. I am pro-life because I know that killing 
an innocent human being is wrong. And some-
one needs to stand up and speak for those who 
can’t speak for themselves. We need to end this 
horrific, heinous atrocity. Why do we mourn 
and lament when there is a mass shooting, 
when we just look the other way when we see 
an abortion clinic? We need to pray harder 
than we have ever prayed before. We need to 
gather together and fight for the end of this 
sickening crime. We can’t just hope for a better 
future. We must act now, to save the future. We 
cannot wait for someone else to do something. 
We must be the ones to fight for what we know 
is right. We must fight for all those who can’t 
fight for themselves. Because life is worth fight-
ing for. We must shout it from the rooftops. We 
are pro-life, and we will not be silent. 

MALIA LINDE

Correction: 
The April WRC incorrectly identified Karina 
Novotny as being from Custer. She is from 
Hot Springs. 

National Right to Life senior division  
winner from Belle Fourche

Advocates fight traffickers who continue  
to thrive despite pandemic 

CLEVELAND (CNS) — Advocates fighting human traffickers are alerting children, parents and 
vulnerable adults that the coronavirus pandemic has pushed traffickers into new venues, po-
tentially endangering more people to being exploited. 

Seemingly innocent online venues are becoming popular places for sex traffickers to groom 
unwitting children and entice adults facing financial turmoil because of the pandemic. The dan-
ger is leading the advocates to call for funding of anti-trafficking programs in any new federal 
legislation in response to the public health crisis. 

The pandemic’s impact on labor trafficking is less certain, but the advocates warn that peo-
ple desperate for work may be prone to employment schemes in which they are cheated out of 
promised wages. 

What is known, according to the Polaris Project, which operates the U.S. National Human 
Trafficking Hotline, is that buyers of sex are as active as ever, pandemic or not. 

“Anecdotally, we have heard from survivors that trafficking victims are now being forced to 
participate in remote, web-based sexual activity or pornography and that the marketplace for 
those activities has grown,” the organization said in an April 17 post on its blog at polaris  
project.org. “It’s important to remind buyers of these materials that a person on a webcam or 
in a pornographic video is as likely to be a trafficking victim as a person selling sex in any other 
environment.” 

That poses dangers for children especially, said Jennifer Reyes Lay, executive director of U.S. 
Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking. 

“With the restrictions and limited mobility and physical distancing, the fear is that particularly 
children, but anyone who can be a potential victim, is going to be more targeted through online 
sources,” she said. 

“Electronic communications and social media networks have become more important than 
ever,” Lay told Catholic News Service. “We are trying to think of creative ways to reach people 
and get the message out while they’re at home.” 

Tracking the inroads of traffickers into new online venues is difficult. They are able to move 
silently through online sites frequented by children, who are spending more unsupervised time 
surfing the internet while at home. Once identified, traffickers quickly move on, hiding out in 
cyberspace waiting for the next young person to show up. 

Concern among the advocates largely rests in online pornography. 
“There is a huge demand for pornography online right now,” said Hilary Chester, associate 

director for anti-trafficking programs with Migration and Refugee Services of the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops. “People (traffickers) are going to try to meet that demand. There are real 
concerns about people being coerced into it, not realizing they are being recorded.” 
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Remember HIS  
will in yours 

If you are planning to create or 
update your will and would like 
to include the Catholic Church, 

please call us. We can help. 
Website: www.wsdcf.org 

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 
10 E. Mall Dr., Suite B, Rapid City, SD 57701 

Phone: 605-721-6843 
(Mailing) PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709 

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG 

Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father 

The Way of the Heart: 
We pray that all those who suffer may find their way in 
life, allowing themselves to be touched by the Heart of 
Jesus. 

JUNE

BY CINDY WOODEN  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The coro-
navirus pandemic has drawn well-deserved 
attention to nurses and midwives, who are 
among “the saints next door,” dedicated to 
helping people in some of the most joyful 
or painful moments of their lives, Pope 
Francis said. 

“Every day we witness the testimony of 
courage and sacrifice of health care workers, 
and nurses in particular, who, with profes-
sionalism, self-sacrifice and a sense of  
responsibility and love for neighbor, assist 
people affected by the virus, even to the 
point of putting their own health at risk,” 
the pope said in a message marking the 
May 12 celebration of International Nurses 
Day and the 200th anniversary of the birth 
of Florence Nightingale. 

“Thank you for your service to human-
ity,” the pope wrote. 

Pope Francis also paid tribute to the 
nurses who contracted the virus and died, 

assuring their families that “the Lord knows 
each of them by name.” 

“In many countries,” he said, “the  
pandemic has also brought to light a num-
ber of deficiencies in the provision of health 
care,” including the need to invest in nurses 
and give them greater respect and recogni-
tion. 

Pope Francis used his message to nurses 
to also “ask leaders of nations throughout 
the world to invest in health care as the  
primary common good, by strengthening its 
systems and employing greater numbers of 
nurses, so as to ensure adequate care to 
everyone with respect for the dignity of 
each person.” 

Nurses and midwives, he said, have a 
“very special vocation” of being “guardians 
and preservers of life. 

“You are an image of the church as a 
‘field hospital’ that continues to carry out 
the mission of Jesus Christ, who drew near 
to and healed people with all kinds of sick-
ness and who stooped down to wash the 

feet of his disciples,” the pope said. 
Nurses and midwives know that they 

need scientific and technical knowledge to 
help their patients, but that their vocation 
means also bringing “human and human-
izing” qualities to their patient interactions. 

“Taking care of women and men, of 
children and elderly, in every phase of their 
life from birth to death,” he said, “you are 
tasked with continuous listening aimed at 
understanding what the needs of that pa-
tient are in the phase that he or she is ex-
periencing.” 

“Before the uniqueness of each situation, 
indeed, it is never enough to follow a  
protocol, but a constant — and tiresome! 
— effort of discernment and attention to 
the individual person is required,”  Pope 
Francis wrote. 

“I would like to say a special word to 
midwives who assist women in their  
pregnancies and help them give birth to 
their children,” he wrote. “Your work is 
among the most noble of professions, for it 
is directly dedicated to the service of life 
and of motherhood.” 

Pope to nurses, midwives: ‘Thank you for your service to humanity’

Nurse Leah Silver cares for a patient sick with the coronavirus in the COVID-19 ICU at the  
University of Washington Medical Center-Montlake in Seattle April 24. (CNS photo/David 
Ryder, Reuters)
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BY MARY MAXON, DIRECTOR  
HERITAGE CENTER  

For 52 years, The Heritage Center at 
Red Cloud Indian School has hosted the 
Red Cloud Indian Art Show for ten weeks 
each summer. It is the largest and longest 
running show of its kind to be held on a 
reservation. All the artworks are for sale and 
the proceeds are used to support individual 
artists as well as the work of The Heritage 
Center. The Center is typically open 7 days 
a week from Memorial Day through Labor 
Day, so that visitors in the area may enjoy 
the amazing talent and creativity of Native 
artists from across the country. Unfortu-
nately, with the COVID-19 virus sweeping 
the nation this year, we will be unable to 
host visitors to our gallery at this time.  
However, we will still support the art and 
artists who we serve through the Art Show 
through online gallery tours, presentations, 
interviews, awards, and opportunities for 
the public to purchase their work.  In addi-
tion, all works entered in the 52nd Annual 
Red Cloud Indian Art Show will be avail-
able to purchase through our online store at 
www.RedCloudSchool.shop.  Activities will 
be presented and available through social 
media and our website www.red 
cloudart.show. 

Understanding that arts and art making 
is essential to Lakota culture and learning, 
the late Fr. Ted Zuern, SJ, was looking for a 
way to celebrate native art and artists on the 
reservation and to help Lakota artists with 
opportunities to exhibit and market their 
work. He did this when he supported the 
very first Art Show in 1968 (or 1969) we 
are not exactly sure).  With the goal of 
keeping native art in indian country rather 
than in museums far away from the reser-
vation, Red Cloud Indian School staff pur-
chased three award winning pieces from the 
1969 Red Cloud Indian Art Show.  Each 
subsequent year, they continued to purchase 
new pieces, and ultimately amassed a di-
verse and important collection of works by 
local and national native artists.   

The Heritage Center was formed to pro-
tect and grow that collection.  What began 
with those three early pieces now includes 
an estimated 10,000 pieces of Lakota and 
native arts, from priceless historical artifacts 
to cutting-edge modern works. Since its 
formal creation in 1982, the Heritage Cen-
ter has continued to expand this unique and 
diverse collection of Native art and uses it 
to create groundbreaking exhibitions and 
art education work to be shared both on the 
Pine Ridge reservation and across America.   

The Heritage Center’s mission is to 
honor native art and to expand opportuni-
ties for native artists. The Center’s gallery 
exhibitions have brought tens of thousands 
of visitors to the Pine Ridge Reservation 
and have been displayed in museums across 
the country. Through its gift shop, the  

Center purchases and sells works by local 
native artists to increase economic oppor-
tunity on the reservation and beyond. Also, 
its team develops innovating, arts-based ed-
ucational programs to increase the public’s 
understanding of native arts and Lakota 
culture. 

Celebrating Native Art and Artists at the Red Cloud Indian Art Show
Featuring the local Heritage Center Museum,  
Red Cloud Indian School, Pine Ridge

“Anpetu Wi” by Minneapolis-based graphic artist Marlena Myles. This work won the Brother 
C.M. Simon Award in 2018 and was the centerpiece for publicity around the 2019 art show. 
(Photos courtesy of The Heritage Center)

 A couple looks at a painting at the Heritage Center at Red Cloud Indian School which hosts 
an Art Show for ten weeks each summer. All the artwork is for sale, with the proceeds used to 
support individual artists as well as the work of The Heritage Center.
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Confirmation Preparation 
Have a student preparing for confirmation? Want to learn more about the  
sacrament? Watch for this Q&A featuring questions for confirmands from the  
Office of the Bishop. 

What is meant by the Redemption? 
Redemption means that Jesus’ incarnation, life, death, and resurrection paid the 
price for our sins, opened the gates of Heaven, and freed us from slavery to sin 
and death.   
CCC 517 Christ’s whole life is a mystery of redemption. Redemption comes to us 
above all through the blood of his cross, but this mystery is at work throughout 
Christ’s entire life: 

already in his incarnation through which by becoming poor he enriches us  •
      with his poverty; 

in his hidden life which by his submission atones for our disobedience; •
in his word which purifies its “hearers”; •
in his healings and exorcisms which “he took our infirmities and bore our  •

      diseases”; 
and in his resurrection by which he justifies us.  •

What did Jesus establish to continue his mission  
of Redemption? 
He established the Catholic Church.

RCCSS administrator receives  
‘Lead. Learn. Proclaim.’ Award 

Marcia Werner, administrative assistant to the superintendent and director of admis-
sions, has received the NCEA 2020 Lead. Learn. Proclaim. Award (LLP Award) from 
the National Catholic Educational Association for dedica-
tion, support and commitment to excellence in Catholic  
education. 

Werner was selected from more than 150,000 teachers 
and administrators, as well as diocesan leaders and organi-
zations dedicated to the nation’s Catholic schools. The LLP 
Award honors those whose ministry is Catholic school  
education and who have demonstrated a strong Catholic  
educational philosophy as well as exceptional efforts, devo-
tion and achievements. 

“Her resume addresses her many talents and accomplish-
ments, but what it does not address is her work ethic,  
compassion for others and most importantly her love of 
Christ,” it said in her nomination packet. “She brings peace and contentment into the 
workplace and has a way of seeing Christ in those she encounters.” 

Just as the Catholic Church is the people and not the buildings, so are Catholic schools 
are not just buildings, but communities of educators and students bound by faith,” said 
Kathy Mears, NCEA Interim President/CEO. “The LLP Award is to recognize those in-
dividuals and organizations whose dedication, faith, knowledge and skills fulfill the mission 
of Catholic education.”  

MARCIA WERNER

Virtual graduations and online learning during a pandemic
BY BECKY BERRETH 

When St. Thomas More senior Grace 
Brechtel posed for photos in her cap and 
gown at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, Rapid City, she expected to see 
a church full of her classmates and families. 
This year, the people in attendance were her 
family, the principal and a video camera. 

“It was really awkward and weird,” 
Brechtel said. “I’m graduating and it’s 2020 
and we are having a virtual graduation? It’s 
a story like no other.” 

“It’s sad that we are having a ceremony 
that is so celebratory in nature and we can’t 
do it in person,” agreed Principal Wayne 
Sullivan. “In all my years of education, never 
in my wildest dreams did I imagine we’d 
have to do a virtual graduation.” 

In order to accomplish the graduation 
and stay within CDC guidelines, students 
came in during a scheduled time wearing 
their cap and gown for their walk and re-
ception of the diploma. Each student was 
also given the opportunity to film a message 
to their class. The fake diploma, stoles, and 
chords are disinfected between each student 
and Sullivan uses hand sanitizer after shak-
ing each student’s hands.  

Virtual graduation comes at the end of 
a school year that finished online, a process 
that the school staff had talked about. 

According to Sullivan, integrating tech-
nology into the classroom is something that 
school is always working on, adding that 
switching to completely online was a 
change they, like many schools, struggled 
with.  

“You can focus when it’s one class, but 
when all of a sudden, you are thrust into a 
situation where you are teaching five classes 
and now they are all online — it’s difficult. 
As an educator we are there face-to-face, to 
help build relationships and help the stu-
dents learn. Now, the teachers have to do all 
of that from a computer. And for the stu-
dents, they have to budget their time and 
do things they have never had to do before. 
How do you juggle six or seven online 
classes and stay motivated?” 

“I think it’s pretty interesting to experi-
ence what it’s like to really learn and teach 
yourself a lot of your content,” Brechtel said. 
“It’s a unique learning experience.” 

But students might get to participate in 
a real graduation ceremony later this sum-
mer.  

“We are going to try and have a true cer-
emony at the end of  July,” said Sullivan. The 
plan is to have the ceremony on the football 
field so that we can do the social distancing 
— every family will have their own space. 
We will be able to spread out and use the 

big screen so everyone can see.” 
“Hopefully, we can get through this pan-

demic and get back to face-to-face learn-
ing,” he added. “Technology is awesome, 
but it doesn’t replace face-to-face and in 
person learning.”

Grace Brechtel records her message for the St. Thomas More class of 2020, following her  
virtual graduation ceremony. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)



It started with the Italians, whose 
arias rose from the balconies. They were 
on lockdown but their voices rang out 
down empty moonlit streets. Ballads, the 
national anthem, improvised ditties over 
the barking of dogs. 

Cellphone footage of the singing 
went viral, offering hope amid the horror.  

“Italians are like their opera charac-
ters: when they suffer, they sing instead 
of crying,” one YouTube viewer quipped. 

As the coronavirus traveled the globe, 
pictures of other music makers emerged. 
A man playing an accordion on his  
balcony in Hungary. A husband-wife 

duet on their balcony in Brazil, breathing their prayers for  
humanity through a flute and a bassoon – woodwinds for the 
weary. In New York City, a group of habited nuns singing 
“Lean On Me,” a brunette on the end clanging two spoons 
in syncopation.  

“Spoon Nun’s on my apocalypse team,” one New Yorker 
tweeted.    

In the face of a pandemic, people of every color and creed 
have responded the same way: by adding to the beauty. They 
perched teddy bears in windows, hung Christmas lights and 
colored driveways. They drew 
images that felt like an anti-
dote to all the masks and 
morgues: hearts, butterflies, 
rainbows. They tried to tilt 
the scales of the universe with 
tempera paint and sidewalk 
chalk.  

Mo Willems, creator of 
the award-winning “Ele-
phant & Piggie” series of 
children’s books, offered 
Lunch Doodles, free online 
drawing lessons for kids in 
quarantine.  

“You might be isolated, 
but you’re not alone,” Mo 
wrote. “You are an art maker. 
Let’s make some together.”  

Meanwhile, The Okee Dokee Brothers, a family-friendly, 
Grammy-winning bluegrass duo, released an album early to 
help put a spring into social distancing. The first track, “Hope 
Machine,” was written a year ago but feels tailored to our 
strange new reality: “Plan what you can plan, dance when you 
can-can. … Keep that hope machine running strong.”  

“Songs go where they are needed,” said the guitarist Joe 
Mailander. “Families need a hopeful message about getting 
up and trying to find some light right now.”   

Quarantine has been a productive time for the award- 
winning artist Brother Mickey O’Neill McGrath, a 63-year-
old Oblate of St. Francis de Sales who has been drawing in 
the second-story studio of a rowhouse in Camden, N.J.  

“I haven’t spent so much time here in years,” he said. 
The sought-after speaker had developed the habit of  

drawing a faith-based coloring page and sharing it in his 
e-newsletter once a week. But the pandemic has compelled 
him to do so on a daily basis. 

The response has been overwhelming. Newsletter  
subscribers say it is calming to color each image and reflect 
on its meaning. “You’re keeping me sane,” one woman told 
Brother Mickey.  

Brother Mickey understands the impact of an artistic min-
istry. “When we’re in the presence of beauty, we’re in the  
presence of God, so we pray best before beauty,” he said. “It 

goes to a place deeper than words.”  
The Catholic Church has always led with 

beauty, drawing people in by building the 
world’s greatest cathedrals, using gold leaf and 
stained glass to convey majesty and mystery. 
Historically, we were patrons of the arts and 
teachers of the faith — two functions that were 
intricately connected. The coronavirus has given 
that old approach new meaning.   

Pope Francis expressed it on Palm Sunday, 
offering a message for Holy Week that contin-
ues to resonate: “This is what we need today: 
the creativity of love.”  

The words struck Brother Mickey, who  
lettered them in neon green against a crimson 
red, drawing palm branches in the center.  

“It’s a human drive to create and to bring 
joy,” he said. “That’s how I see art. We’re co- 
creating with God.” 
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‘Keep that hope machine running strong’

An image used in the music video for the 
song “Hope Machine” by the Okee Dokee 

Brothers. Used with permission. 

Video Releases 

NEW YORK (CNS)  The following are capsule reviews 
from Catholic News Service of new and recent video 
releases available on DVD and/or Blu-ray -- as well as 
for online viewing. Theatrical movies have a Catholic 
News Service classification and Motion Picture Asso-
ciation rating. These classifications refer only to the 
theatrical version of the films below, and do not take  
into account any extra content. 
 

Bloodshot (Sony) 

Vin Diesel plays a Marine whose macho dreams 
come true when a doctor (Guy Pearce) uses  
nanotechnology to bring him back from the dead and 
endows him with superhuman fighting abilities in the 
process. He employs his new powers to track down 
and slay the crazed assassin (Toby Kebbell) who 
killed both his beloved wife (Talulah Riley) and him. 
But, as the fellow patient (Eiza Gonzalez) for whom 
the widower rapidly falls knows, all is not as it seems. 
Director David S.F. Wilson's passable Valiant Comics 
adaptation mostly avoids gore but the warrior's drive 
for revenge is only partially made less problematic by 
twisty plot developments. A vengeance theme, much 
harsh but bloodless violence, a few gruesome 
images, a marital bedroom scene with partial nudity 
and some sensuality, about a dozen uses of profanity, 
one milder oath, a single rough term, considerable 
crude and crass language. Spanish language and  
titles options. The Catholic News Service classifica-
tion is A-III — adults. The Motion Picture Association 
rating is PG-13 — parents strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappropriate for children under 13. 
 

Gretel & Hansel (Warner) 

Child abandonment and hunger are the backbone of 
this horror-film framing of the Grimm Brothers fairy 
tale. Gretel (Sophia Lillis), who is 16 in this version, 
has to decide whether bounteous meals from a forest 
witch are worth the risk to her and her 8-year-old 
brother Hansel (Sammy Leakey). Holda the witch 
(Alice Krige), of course, has murderous culinary 
intentions. Screenwriter Rob Hayes and director Oz 
Perkins also give Holda an origin story. An occult 
theme, fleeting gore, a scene of drug use, a reference  
to menstruation. The Catholic News Service  
classification is A-III — adults. The Motion Picture  
Association rating is PG-13 — parents strongly  
cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for 
children under 13. 
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