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However honorable our intentions were at the 
beginning of Lent, throughout the world, we have sacrificed  

together. We have let go of personal freedoms we held dear. We 
were asked to stay in, stay away, and give up things we cherish 
including participation in the Eucharist itself. Yet we declare 

JESUS IS RISEN. May this time of solitude deepen your  
appreciation of the church and our faith. 

Dear 
Brothers 

and Sisters 
in Christ,

May the Lord 
be with you all 
in this time of 

trial.  
 

God Bless you, 
Happy Easter, 

Fr. Michel 
Mulloy, 

Diocesan  
Administrator 



one another as God is 
perfect in his relation-
ship with us. He also 
accepts our begrudg-
ing compliance. God 
in Jesus is using these 
difficult moments to 
invite us into that 
deeper fidelity which 
will cement our union 
in ways that times of 
joy and happiness can-
not. We are called to 
embrace a radical 
change in our hearts 
toward God. 

This might be one 
of those moments. We 
are invited to embrace God when daily liv-
ing becomes difficult, when we look out the 
window and wish to be anywhere other 
than where we are, when we look at the 
rosary or the prayer book or the prayer cor-
ner and feel like running the other way. In 
these moments we are reminded that our 
faithfulness to Jesus is what he is asking of 
us right now. We don’t know when this will 
end and how it will end. What we do know 
is that our faithfulness to God in Jesus will 
result in victory. Through it all, we will grow 
and discover anew, and even for the first 
time, what God, in his infinite love for us, 
wants to teach us. We will be the better for 
it.  

I might even find myself running to the 
garden to plant the flowers. Anything is 
possible.       
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Fr. Michel  
Mulloy 

 
Diocesan  

Administrator, 
Liturgy Director 

 
mmulloy@ 
diorc.org

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and  
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young  people. 
To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim  
Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach 
to victims, she can be contacted  privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has 
caller ID and messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. 
Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil  
authorities. 

 
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving  

children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the 
Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. 

 
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on 

the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.
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Desperate times call for desperate meas-
ures. Two days ago, almost a month into this 
social distancing reality, I looked out the 
window of my house onto my snow-cov-
ered patio. I envisioned myself sitting out 
there, at a table with a fully extended, 
bright-colored umbrella (which I don’t 
have) sipping a glass of wine (which causes 
indigestion in me these days) and read-
ing a good book. What has hap-
pened to me? 

Later I looked past the patio 
to the standing gardens in my 
newly rejuvenated backyard and 
imagined them covered with 
beautiful wildflowers or garden 
greens, which I longed to lov-
ingly place in the rich, black soil 
newly wetted from the spring 
snows. These are disturbing images of 
a desperate man! 

Well maybe that is too strongly stated, 
but for those who know me, these are in-
deed unusual if not downright bothersome 
thoughts from a man who prefers the inside 
to the outside.  These present measures to 
keep us safe from this deadly disease are 
challenging, to say the least. If I am experi-
encing this, I suspect you are too. I never 
thought I would say, “I miss going to the of-
fice.”  

What is perhaps more evident on the 
spiritual side is the struggle to say the often-
repeated prayers that I hope many are offer-
ing, beseeching God to end this scourge. 
Honestly, these prayer rituals can become 

monotonous at times.  
Then the governor says that June or July 

will be the peak and the weight is suddenly 
heavier. The old rebellion that is born into 
the children of Adam and Eve surfaces. “I 
don’t want to do this anymore!” I feel inside 
like a petulant child, stomping my spiritual 

feet and saying, “NO!” Then my 
adult self takes over and I 

sulk for a while and 
begin praying again. 

These moments 
of resistance and 
yielding are impor-
tant to the spiritual 
journey. I have 
often said to people 

I advise that 90% of 
the spiritual life is 

showing up. By that, I 
mean a significant portion of 

our relationship with God in Jesus is put-
ting in the time and making the effort. We 
go to Mass (or watch it on TV, as unsatis-
fying as that may be compared to the real 
thing), we stop and say our prayers and we 
treat others kindly.  

The fruits of our faithfulness to this re-
lationship with God in Jesus are not always 
evident and, quite frankly, sometimes at the 
end of a prayer or even Mass or some ges-
ture of charity all I can muster is, “well, I got 
that done.” Yet I firmly believe that our 
faithfulness in making ourselves present to 
the Lord in these ways, no matter how it 
may feel or what benefit we may experience, 

is at the heart of our encounter with God 
in Jesus. 

I compare this to marriage. To be faithful 
to your spouse means you are present in 
their lives. The effort to live together, to do 
the ordinary things that are necessary and 
to spend time together is crucial to sustain-
ing and building the marriage bond. Every 
encounter is not wonderful. Sometimes it is 
an endurance and other times it is a joy-
filled coming together that is enriching and 
renewing. However, without the moments 
of struggle, the joy would be less meaning-
ful. Twenty years from now, what will bind 
us together and fill our hearts with gratitude 
will not be the trip to Disneyland that we 
had to put off. Rather, it will be the struggle 
we are currently in and efforts we have 
made to make it through to the other side, 
still in love and still together.  

This is true in our spiritual lives as well. 
God in Jesus is our ever-present spouse, the 
husband to his bride, the Church. There are 
wonderful encounters and joy-filled mo-
ments with the Lord in prayer and in our 
charity toward one another. There are also 
moments of quiet assurance; moments of 
simply being there in the presence of one 
another. There are also moments when a 
commitment to doing the right thing is the 
only motivation for continuing.  

Through it all, God in Jesus is there, lov-
ing us and inviting us to love him in return. 
Jesus suffered through the darkness of 
human existence in total fidelity to God his 
Father. Jesus, in his time on earth, invited 
us to be perfect in our relationships with 

Without struggle, joy would be meaningless
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Diocesan Administrator’s Calendar  
Subject to Change Without Notice

Dr. Paula Sorensen 
Dr. Eyrn Caudill 

Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care 

2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702 (next to Pizza Hut) 

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES 
www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com

• Contact Lens Specialists  
   including bifocal contact lenses 
• Great frames & sunglasses 
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management 
• Family & second pair discounts 
• Urgent eye care for infections,  
   foreign body removal & other eye problems

All gathered events are on hold, pending further  
developments related to the pandemic.   

April 22, Wednesday 
1 p.m. Meeting with Priests, Video Conference 
April 27, Monday 
10 a.m. Sioux Spiritual Center Board Meeting, Video Conference  
April 28, Tuesday 
10 a.m. College of Consultors Meeting, Video Conference 
April 29, Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. Cabinet Leaders Meeting, Video Conference 
1 p.m. Meeting with Priests, Video Conference 
May 1, Friday 
8 a.m. Real Presence Radio On-Air Live, 94.7/89.9 FM 
May 5, Tuesday 
10 a.m. Canonization Committee Meeting, Video Conference 
May 6, Wednesday 
1 p.m. Meeting with Priests, Video Conference 
May 7, Thursday 
8 a.m. Diocesan Staff Mass/Gathering, Video Conference  
May 13, Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. Cabinet Leaders Meeting, Video Conference  
1 p.m. Meeting with Priests, Video Conference 
May 14, Thursday 
8 a.m. Real Presence Radio Live Drive On-Air 94.7/89.9 FM 

This image of the Divine Mercy painted in 
1943 by Felician Sister Mary Fabia Sza-
tkowska and housed at the Felician Sisters' 
motherhouse in Livonia, Mich., is believed to 
be the first of its kind painted in North Amer-
ica. (CNS photo/Dan Meloy, The Michigan 
Catholic)

BY GEORGE P. MATYSEK JR.  
BALTIMORE (CNS) — Baltimore 

Archbishop William E. Lori, supreme 
chaplain of the Knights of Columbus, cele-
brated a special livestreamed Mass for Di-
vine Mercy Sunday, April 19, at the Basilica 
of the National Shrine of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary in Baltimore. 

The archbishop joined members of the 
Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy, St. Faustina 
Kowalska’s religious community, in praying 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet following the 
liturgy. 

Guides to a guide to praying the Divine 
Mercy Chaplet can be found at 
https://www.thedivinemercy.org and on the 
website of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, www.usccb.org. 

St. Faustina was a 20th-century Polish 
nun to whom Jesus appeared and asked for 
a special feast devoted to Divine Mercy to 
be celebrated on the Sunday after Easter. 
The psalm and Gospel reading for the 
liturgy on that day focus on mercy, on the 
forgiveness offered by God for those who 
are truly sorry for their sins. 

In her diary, St. Faustina recounted Jesus’ 
request: “My daughter, tell the whole world 
about my inconceivable mercy. I desire that 
the feast of Mercy be a refuge and a shelter 
for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. 
On that day the very depths of my tender 
mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of 
graces upon those souls who approach the 
fount of my mercy.” 

St. John Paul II established the first 
Sunday after Easter as the feast of Divine 
Mercy April 30, 2000, the same day he can-
onized St. Faustina. 

Divine Mercy Sunday is a day when 
many Catholics go to confession. Arch-
diocesan leaders encouraged the faithful to 
make acts of “perfect contrition,” as sug-

gested by Pope Francis, when they are un-
able to go to confession. 

According to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, contrition is called “per-
fect” when it “arises from a love by which 
God is loved above all else.” Such contrition 
remits venial sins and obtains forgiveness of 
mortal sins if it “includes the firm resolution 
to have recourse to sacramental confession 
as soon as possible,” according to the cate-
chism. 

Pope Francis said the message of the cat-
echism is “very clear.” 

“If you cannot find a priest to confess to, 
speak directly with God, your father, and 
tell him the truth,” the pope explained. “Say, 
‘Lord, I did this, this, this. Forgive me.’ and 
ask for pardon with all your heart.” Make 
an act of contrition, the pope said, and 
promise God, “‘I will go to confession af-
terward, but forgive me now.’ And immedi-
ately you will return to a state of grace with 
God.” 

“As the catechism teaches,” Pope Francis 
said, “you can draw near to God’s forgive-
ness without having a priest at hand. Think 
about it. This is the moment.” 

Faithful urged to make 
‘perfect contrition’

Please be patient... 
There may be intermittent delays 
reaching chancery staff between 
April 21-27. Servers, computers 
and phones are being moved from 
current offices to the new pastoral 
center. 
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Diocese of Rapid City — Vacancy Announcement 
Applications are being accepted for the position of Director of the Office of Native American 
Ministries for the Diocese of Rapid City.   
FUNCTIONS: To serve the Native American people within the Diocese of Rapid City. To bring 
the richness of the Native American community into full participation in the life of the dio-
cese. To serve as a source of support to local Tekakwitha Circles, Sioux Spiritual Center,  
Pastoral Teams and any other Catholic Native American organizations. To serve as an  
advisor to Catholic Social Services personnel in matters related to life skills or leadership 
programming for Native Americans as generated by CSS including the Lakota Circles of 
Hope. To serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Directors of the Sioux Spiritual  
Center. To coordinate and oversee the Canku Wakan weekends.  
QUALIFICATIONS: Practicing Catholic; Enrolled member of a Native American Tribe.  College 
studies and/or a background in pastoral ministry, religious education, liturgy, and lay  
leadership reflecting Vatican II and the contemporary church; Experience of traditional tribal 
life, culture and religion. Excellent office management skills. 
For a complete job description and application form go to the diocesan website at: 
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/employment-native-american-ministries/ 
APPLICATION PROCESS: Interested individuals should submit via e-mail or regular mail, a 
cover letter along with a completed application form to  or: msimonson@diorc.org 
Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709. 
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package. Open until filled.

Construction Wrapping Up 
Finnishing touches are going up on the new pastoral center at 225 Main St., Rapid 
City. Chancery staff packed up their offices and the common areas at both the main 
building and the Terra Sancta Annex locations. Moving will take place at the end 
April, as previously planned. To conform to Covid-19 guidelines, staff have been 
scheduled to pack and unpack individually over a period of days. Staff volunteers 
are making masks to aid the unpacking process.  (WRC photo)

 
NEW YORK (CNS) -- An investor coalition has called on 14 large pharmaceutical firms to 
collaborate in developing health technologies, including diagnostic tests, treatments and 
a vaccine, in response to the new coronavirus. The investors, members of the Interfaith 
Center on Corporate Responsibility, urged the companies to “govern with financial pru-
dence and a commitment to uphold your social license to operate by ensuring affordable 
access to all” of any care options related to the illness that has swept around the globe 
since November. “It is not hyperbole to say that the eyes of the world are trained on 
pharmaceutical companies in the hopes of the swift development of tests and a vaccine,” 
Lauren Compere, managing director and director of shareholder engagement at Boston 
Common Asset Management, said in a statement released by ICCR accompanying the 
April 1 letter. The letter was made public April 7 by ICCR. “We have long engaged these 
companies, both individually and collectively via roundtables, around strategies to  
increase the access and affordability of life-saving medicines. We know they have the 
capacity to do this. We also know they will accomplish more and faster if they work  
together,” Compere said.

Investors ask researchers to collaborate

Serving Your Family For Generations 
Family-owned and Operated 

2700 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City  605-343-0077 
“Funeral Directors with over 200 years of combined experience” 

Robb 
Schmidt

Ozzie  
Osheim

Terry  
Gilbertson, 

CFSP

Jes 
Scott

Dwight  
Edstrom

Robert 
Broderick
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The Rapid City Catholic School System is now accepting 
applications for a full time, year round Director of Event 
Planning and Public Relations. Duties include planning  
and overseeing fundraising events, soliciting  
donations, designing advertisements and 
other materials, and networking throughout 
the community.  

Information available at  
rccss.org/district-information/employment-opportunities 

Molly Rausch 605-348-1477 or mrausch@rccss.org

Emily Cash, a psychologist and director of 
the Saint Luke Center in Louisville, Ky., is 
seen in this undated photo. In an April 8  
interview with Catholic News Service, she 
said that focusing on life one day at a time 
can help with anxiety and depression some 
might be experiencing and brought about by 
the confinement people are experiencing 
during the coronavirus pandemic. (CNS 
photo/courtesy Saint Luke Institute)

BY RHINA GUIDOS  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON — A particle invisi-
ble to humans with the naked eye has hurt 
the preferred psychological armor those in 
the U.S. most like to wear: the busy lifestyle. 

It put a stop to almost everything we 
loved and even hated, from the mundane 
office meeting to the enviable vacations and 
fun family activities posted on Instagram 
and Facebook, the conferences we attended, 
and even the religious rituals and obliga-
tions we most cared about.  

When the threat of the coronavirus 
began shutting down U.S. cities and towns, 
then activities one by one in mid-March, it 
also began chipping away at the country’s 
“very busy, achievement-oriented culture,” 
said Emily Cash, a psychologist and direc-
tor of the Saint Luke Center in Louisville, 
Kentucky, part of the Saint Luke Institute 
for clergy treatment center based in Silver 
Spring, Maryland. 

In the U.S., “we focus on productivity, we 
focus on what we can accomplish, and how 
hard we’re working. ... We all tend to wear 
that with a lot of pride,” she said in an April 
8 interview with Catholic News Service. 

And though the present confinement 
can bring on what can seem like a heavy 
weight on our psyche, it also can bring a 
great spiritual opportunity, one we often 
hear about but may not stop long enough 
to truly take in during our busy lives. 

“From the spiritual perspective, the huge 
challenge for all of us is how do we inter-
nalize the knowledge that God loves us for 
what we are, not what we do, not what we 
produce or what we accomplish,” Cash said. 
“In this moment, we’re all forced to be still 
and redefine business and redefine produc-
tivity, and be still in a way that we’ve never 

really been called to do. How can we, maybe 
deepen our faith, our understanding that 
God loves us, in spite of what we’re not pro-
ducing, exactly because of who we are ... and 
accepting that in a different way? I think 
that really can be very powerful for folks.” 

As the pandemic seems to advance each 
day in the U.S. with no certain timeline of 
when it will end, she urges those with anx-
ieties to focus on the day ahead. 

“What I’m encouraging my clients to do 
... is to focus less on an end date and more 
on one day at a time,” she said. “What do I 
need today? What can I do today? How do 
I ground myself today? Because when we 
fixate on those end dates and those are not 
met, we are faced with a whole other rush 
of anxieties and disappointments and so 
trying to deal with one day at a time, mo-
ment by moment, can be a real anchoring 
experience for folks.” 

When authorities began encouraging 
the now widespread stay-at-home orders, 
the adrenaline of the situation allowed peo-
ple to put stress aside, to some degree, she 
said, “but the uncertainty and length of this, 
for all of us is a challenge.” 

Those dealing with coronavirus anxiety 
may be experiencing post-traumatic stress, 
depression and anxiety, sleep disruption, 
confusion, anger, fear, frustration and bore-
dom, she said, in a video posted on Saint 
Luke’s website. She encourages those trying 
to manage the anxiety to get the facts from 
sources such as the Centers for Disease 
Control as well as local authorities. 

But she warns not to do too much of a 
“deep dive” into information, to limit activ-
ity that might prove to be too stressful at 
the end of the day and to practice self-care. 

She encourages clients to think about 
their physical, emotional and psychological 

and spiritual spheres, thinking of each one 
as a bank that you have to put money into 
each day. 

 ”So, what am I going to do for myself 
spiritually today? That’s going to look like a 
shared prayer with a (virtual) community, a 
spiritual reading ... I know I need more 
laughter in my life: Am I going to watch a 
funny YouTube video? Am I going to call a 
friend?”Evenings should be about planning 
out the next day: what to accomplish, even 
if it’s broken into one-hour chunks or 30-
minute chunks, she said. 

“We want control of what we’re doing,” 
she said. “When we feel healthy, we want 
control over our structure, we are produc-
tive. When we are able to connect, we feel 
better. Building elements of that into the 
day is something I’m really encouraging 
folks to do.” 

Even after the crisis has ended, it may 
take a while for the world to return to the 
one we knew, she said. 

“I think there’s going to be increased 
caution,” she said. 

Though people may experience a sense 
of freedom, people may also have a feeling 
of uncertainty, lack of security, trust. 

“So, I think it will be a little bit of a push 
and pull and dance as we all come back 
from that,” she said. 

When she works with clients who have 
experienced trauma, she explains that 
there’s an emotional peak of that experience 
and then as you heal, little aftershocks ap-
pear that may take months or years to set-
tle. 

But until that happens, she encouraged 
compassion for oneself and for others. 

“Ideally what we’d like to be able to do is 
greet each day with a different level of peace 

A virus challenges a U.S. culture that may need the lessons it can teach

because what we know is that we, as a coun-
try, as a world, we’ll be facing a lot of loss, “ 
she said. “There are certainly communities 
that have already been faced with that. But 
I think what we know, from the numbers 
and from that data, is that we will continue 
to face that (loss). There’s a way in which, if 
we can focus on one moment at a time, 
we’ll be more equipped and better prepared 
to be able to handle that and to come out 
on the other side.”
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Editor’s note: During the Year of the Eucharist church teachings have been made available to 
parishes for their bulletins. In case the parish is unable to include the teachings they are reprinted 
here. They are also in a Podcast, www.rapidcitydiocese.org/Podcast.

April 25-26 
Eucharistic Adoration  
Before moving on to speak about the Concluding Rites of the Mass, it is important to pause 
and reflect on Eucharistic Adoration. Jesus continues to be present with us in the Eucharistic 
Species. The Blood of Christ is consumed at the end of Communion. The Body of Christ is re-
served in the tabernacle. In addition, we have times of Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
when the Eucharist is displayed in the monstrance to allow us to adore the Lord who remains 
present with us in this unique manner. As Catholics we have the privilege of visiting the 
Church, praying before the Blessed Sacrament, either in the tabernacle or exposed in the 
monstrance. This prayer before the Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament is a continuation 
of our Communion with Him.  
 
MAY 3-4 No bulletin teaching 
 
May 9-10  

Concluding Rite   

Mass does not end with the reception of Holy Eucharist. We have become a living tabernacle 
of the most precious body and blood of Jesus and should reflect on that and all gifts God has 
given you. A new Rite begins which brings the whole of the celebration to a conclusion and 
prepares us for the life that comes next. After any announcements comes the blessing. This 
can be simple or a more solemn three-fold blessing on special occasions. While the wording 
for the final blessing is not changing, it should be noted that the priest does not bestow the 
blessing by saying, “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Rather, 
by virtue of his ordination and his standing in the person of Christ, the priest simply invokes 
the Holy Trinity, and it is God the Father who grants the blessing through His ordained  
minister. 
 
May 16-17 
Dismissal  
Following our response of “Amen” to the final blessing, Mass is concluded with the dismissal, 
said by the priest or a deacon, using one of the following dismissal formulas: - Go forth, the 
Mass is ended. - Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. - Go in peace, glorifying the Lord 
by your life. - Go in peace. The dismissal is a mandate by the Lord. While the Mass may be 
concluded, our real purpose now begins. We are to go and live as Catholic disciples of Jesus 
through our words and actions at home, at work or school, and with family and friends. Our 
response at the dismissal remains the same: “Thanks be to God.” What else can we do ex-
cept give thanks to God? Our prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord is coming to an end. We have 
received the greatest gift possible in our hearts. We have encountered and received Jesus. 
We are filled with gratitude and thanksgiving. However, the encounter with the Lord is not fin-
ished. We really attend Mass in order to be in the presence of our God through His Son Jesus, 
who then sends us forth to be Christ in the world. This sending out, this commissioning by 
God, is the crucial conclusion of the Mass. It is the intentional desire of the Lord for his disci-
ples to go out and be his Christ’s light in this world, his living presence.  
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BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
 

Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys 
Gudziak of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Archeparchy of Philadelphia has written 
this reflection for Catholic News Service.  

The Ukrainian Catholic Church in the 
United States has been hit hard by 
COVID-19. Of 10 bishops (five retired) 
three have evidently had the virus, and one 
has succumbed to it. Metropolitan-emeritus 
Stephen Sulyk, who died at the age of 95 
on Holy Monday, was interred on Easter 
Monday in the crypt of our majestic Cathe-
dral of the Immaculate Conception. Majes-
tic — and bare. Neither his family, nor 
clergy or any of the faithful he long served, 
nor his dedicated caregivers could be there. 
Our priests generally have been spared, but 
among the dead are a number of parish-
ioners. It came upon us — all of us — sud-
denly. Clearly, it is hardly over. A Lent and 
Holy Week like no other. 

Four weeks ago, I returned from a 
monthlong trip to Europe that included an 
inspiring ad limina visit with Pope Francis. 
Since then, I have been religiously staying 
at home. At first it was self-quarantining, 
before the shutdown. For 14 days, it was 
best not to spread anything potentially 
picked up in Italy, Belgium and Ukraine or 
the many planes in which I had been. Then, 
the “stay home” order kicked in. A few out-
ings to neighborhood stores and walks out-
side. I am not particularly anxious about my 
health, but the responsibility for others is an 
overriding concern: We should support 

each other, if only by example. So, I stay put 
and try to do my part. 

At home, along with Auxiliary Bishop 
Andriy Rabiy, we are heartened by three 
“refugees” (two international) who for vari-
ous reasons do not have a place to stay. We 
pray together. Texts, video blogs and zoom 
conferences allow us to be in contact with 
our clergy and faithful in many states, and 
with collaborators and friends in many 
countries. One day I found myself spending 
seven hours before various camera lenses — 
too much, given my Lenten internet reso-
lutions. The household is quiet but busy. In 
the middle of it all, over the phone a saintly 
90-year-old priest conducted an eight-day 
retreat with me, the best I’ve ever had. 

Isolated, yes — yet privileged: I can go 
to church. We have a house chapel, and in 
our cathedral across the street we celebrate 
services transmitted online daily. I have just 
returned from the Vespers of Great Friday 
(as Eastern Christians call the day of our 
Lord’s crucifixion). Bishop Andriy again 
gave an affecting sermon. 

During this service, a burial shroud with 
an iconographic image of the body of Jesus 
is solemnly placed in an abundantly flow-
ered “tomb” in the middle of the nave before 
the icon screen (iconostasis) and ambo. The 
“burial” rite normally includes a procession 
three times around the church, with lamen-
tations sung by the community of faithful 
who follow the shroud in some of the most 
moving choreography imaginable. Melodi-
ous lament in a minor key, clouds of in-
cense, and children and adults of all ages 

trying to keep up and get the best view. In 
big parishes, people line up for hours to ap-
proach the shroud — on their knees — to 
venerate it, kissing the five salvific wounds 

of Christ. Needless to say, this year, it was 
not happening. 

There is a wistful sadness but also great 
hope — for on Easter, during the joyous 
Matins service, the shroud is removed from 
the tomb and raised to the altar, strikingly 
symbolizing the Resurrection. And so, it is: 
Crucifixion is followed by the Resurrection. 
Our Ukrainian Catholic community went 
through its own passion and has undergone 
a true resurrection. At the end of World 
War II, the Eastern Catholic Church in 
Ukraine was more than “quarantined.” The 
totalitarian Soviet regime for 44 years tried 
to annihilate it. All bishops and hundreds 
of priests along with family members were 
arrested, killed or exiled to Siberia. 

The scourge was worse than a pandemic, 
and the statistics were drastic. In 1939,  
4 million baptized Eastern Catholics in 
Ukraine were served by some 3,000 priests. 
After 50 years of war and relentless perse-
cution there remained 300 aged priests, 
each of whom could serve regularly less 
than 100 persons. Thus, the underground 
Ukrainian Catholic Church could embrace 
fewer than 30,000 active members. Less 
than 1% of the pre-war population had 
steady access to the sacrament — not for 
months, but for two generations. The 
church was stripped of all infrastructure, all 
buildings, all institutions. 

Today, the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
is fully alive. Three decades after the perse-
cutions, it has some 4.5 million members 
and almost 4,000 priests and 800 seminar-
ians. Restored and newly built churches are 
brimming with worshippers. A Catholic 
university is flourishing as an internation-
ally recognized center of learning. A com-
munity destined to die is thriving. It 
struggles with all of the challenges of the 
21st century. It is far from ideal, but by the 
will of God it lived a resurrection predicted 
by no one. God wants us to live, no matter 
our sickness or sin. In Him we mortal sin-
ners will live — forever. No contagion nor 
tomb, no demon nor tyrant, no cynicism 
nor hatred can overcome or contain the life 
that the Father gives the Son in the Holy 
Spirit. His Son and all his children — you 
and me. 

 
Christ is risen! Happy Easter!

‘No contagion, nor tomb’ can overcome life the Father gives us

Metropolitan-Archbishop Borys Gudziak, of 
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia, is seen in this undated photo. 
(CNS photo/courtesy Archeparchy of 
Philadelphia)



On Sunday, March 8, Nigerian parishioners at the Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help shared their joyful faith 
with all of us through a special Mass and meal. The parish 
welcomed Fr. Bede Okolie who serves St. Luke Church in 
Kubwa, Abuja, Nigeria, as the celebrant. In his homily,  
Father Bede thanked the cathedral parishioners and the 
larger Rapid City community for the warm welcome they 
have extended to the growing number of Nigerian members 
of the community. Oluwabusayo Tijani-Laton is a registered 
nurse and a parishioner at the cathedral along with her hus-
band and two boys. She shares, “The community is a friendly 
one. Everyone greets you with a smile and expresses their 
happiness when they hear about how we got here. ... the 
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church and our colleagues at work have 
made Rapid City a home away from home 
for us. The support has been amazing, and 
this is evident in the massive turnout at 
the Nigerian Mass and reception at the 
cathedral.” The warm welcome she and her 
family have received and the inculturated 
Mass celebrated recently are both inspir-
ing signs of Generous Hospitality being 
practiced in our diocese.   

While we have extended Generous 
Hospitality to these new members of our 
community, they have also taught us about 
Stewardship. As Tijani-Latona said, “We 
believe so much in gratitude: there is a 
saying in Nigeria that, ‘He who is thankful 
for the blessings he receives today, will 
definitely get another one.’” This gratitude 
was so evident at the Nigerian Mass,  
particularly at the presentation of the gifts. 
Along with the bread and wine, the com-
munity processed up with many gifts for 
those who are in need — diapers, food, 
and other basic necessities. As they did, 
they sang a song of thanksgiving which 
acknowledged that all good things in their 
lives are gifts of God and so in gratitude 
they were giving it all back to him. This 
song captured beautifully the truth upon 
which Stewardship is built. And the gen-
erosity shown by the offerings to the poor 
and the beautiful meal after Mass also 
highlight a true Stewardship mindset of 
generosity.   

Lastly, the Nigerians celebrated the 
Mass with great joy. As one participant 
shared, “Our praise and worship is one of 
the ways to show our gratitude to God. 
Therefore we do not joke with this. Nige-
rians are full of life and love to dance, and 
as such we use various musical instru-
ments during our Mass in Nigeria to 
make the Mass celebration full of life in 
the Nigerian cultural style.”   

When I witnessed the praise and wor-
ship of the Nigerian community, it filled 
my own heart with joy. There is a deep 
goodness in praising God. As Mary Healy 
says, “To praise God is to become who we  
really are, since  we were created to live for 
the praise of God’s glory” (Eph. 1:12). When 
we praise God, we begin to see how awe-
some God is, how magnificent his plan is, 
how miniscule our problems are compared 
with his mighty power: how nothing is 

impossible for him.” What a gift that we 
have been reminded of this truth in the 
midst of the disruptions and difficulties of 
the current Coronavirus pandemic. 

As the bishop’s document on Steward-
ship reminds us, “As Christian stewards, 
we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate 
them responsibly, share them lovingly in 
justice with others, and return them with 
increase to the Lord.” This same docu-
ment also reminds us, “Christian stewards 
are always joyful bearers of the Good 
News of salvation.” I would like to extend 
my deep gratitude to our Nigerian broth-
ers and sisters for so clearly living and 
proclaiming joy, gratitude and generosity 
and the importance of praising God with 
our whole hearts. Together, let’s continue 
to live Generous Hospitality, Lively Faith 
and Dedicated Discipleship. 

Giving and receiving stewardship with the Nigerian community

Along with the bread and wine, the com-
munity processed up with many gifts for 
those who are in need. Franklin Ogbo-
zor, an altar server at the Nigerian 
Mass, picks up the food offerings. Mass 
was held at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, Rapid City, Mar. 8. 
(Photo by Becky Berreth)



I think a little re-
joicing is in order. 
After all, it is Easter! 
Jesus has risen. The joy 
of this holy season is 
beautifully expressed 
in the opening prayer 
for the Third Sunday 
of Easter. The opening 
prayers of the Mass 
are rich in history and 
theology. Taking the 
time to read and re-
flect on them, which is 
easy to do these days 
with the worship aids 
available, can enrich 
the experience of 
Mass.  

The prayer states: May your people exult 
forever, O God, in renewed youthfulness of 
spirit, so that rejoicing now in the restored 
glory of our adoption, we may look forward in 
confident hope to the rejoicing of the day of res-
urrection.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ Th i s 
text comes from two prayers that date back 
to the 400-600s AD. It begins with a prayer 
over the people taken from a final blessing. 
It continues with part of a prayer for the 
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dead. The complex history of how these two 
texts were brought together is beyond the 
scope of this article. However, it is signifi-
cant that this prayer has been used by God’s 
people for centuries.  

The verb tense in the prayer indicates 
that the renewal of our youthfulness of 
spirit has happened. It is a done deal. When 
I looked in the mirror after Easter, I saw the 
same old face. But this is about a youthful 

spirit. The prayer attributes our renewal to 
the restoration of the glory of our adoption. 
In other words, the resurrection of Jesus has 
canceled out the debt of our sins and re-
stored us to the status of beloved sons and 
daughters. Like the prodigal son who is 
swept up into the love of his father and 
family, we are also renewed in the resurrec-
tion of Jesus. That awareness causes rejoic-
ing. Even if our bodies do not comply, our 
minds and hearts are dancing and singing a 
song of joy.  

The prayer then goes on to ask that we 
may have hope for the future because of 
that renewal and joy — hope for the com-
ing day of resurrection. This is a reference 
not to Jesus’s resurrection, which has already 
happened, but to our own. We are speaking 
here about our own death. That is generally 
not seen as a moment of joy. Yet for those 
who are faithful, who have incorporated 

into their own spirit the joy and the resur-
rection of Jesus, death is welcome. It is the 
goal of our lives as stated at the end of our 
diocesan mission statement. Everything we 
do in life is “leading to eternal life.” This 
prayer on the Third Sunday of Easter ex-
presses that simply and clearly. We look for-
ward with joy to our own resurrection.  

So, put together, this prayer says that we 
are grateful for the resurrection of Jesus. It 
has renewed us and restored our youthful 
spirit. We rejoice because we are back in the 
loving embrace of our faith family. God is 
our Father; Jesus is our brother and we be-
long to each other. We also know that this 
relationship is not temporary. This renewed 
bond of love is meant to be forever. We have 
the promise of sharing in the fullness of 
eternal life. This exciting reality causes us to 
rejoice. In addition, we hear, unspoken but 
clear, the invitation to live in this youthful 
spirit preciously because we want to go and 
be with God forever in heaven.  

This prayer expresses the blessing we 
have received in the resurrection of Jesus. It 
sets the course and calls us to live in the joy 
of this newfound path to eternal life. In this 
prayer we have faith expressed and the road 
map for living in that faith clearly stated. 
So, when the priest presider invites your 
participation with the words, “Let us pray...” 
you now have a better awareness of the joy 
and hope of the prayer. That awareness gives 
you the opportunity to join more fully in 
this moment in the Mass. You can allow the 
joy of your own heart to rise up in the res-
urrection of Jesus. You can offer thanks and, 
as the words are prayed, resolve to rejoice in 
this hope of a new life in Jesus leading to 
your own eternal life.   

We are blessed by the resurrection

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG 

Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father 

For Deacons: 
We pray that deacons, faithful in their service to the Word 
and the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for the  
entire church. 

May



We don’t much 
like the word disillu-
sionment. Normally 
we think of it as a 
negative, something 
pejorative, and not as 
something that does 
us a favor. And yet 
disillusionment is a 
positive, it means the 
dispelling of an illu-
sion and illusions un-
less we need one as a 
temporary tonic, are 
not good for us. They 
keep us from the 
truth, from reality. 

There are many, 
many negatives to the current coronavirus 
that’s wreaking a deadly havoc across the 
planet. But there’s one positive: Against 
every form of resistance we can muster, it’s 
dispelling the illusion that we are in control 
of our lives and that, by our own efforts, we 
can make ourselves invulnerable. That lesson 
has come upon us uninvited. This unfore-
seen and unwelcome virus is teaching us 
that, no matter our sophistication, intelli-
gence, wealth, health, or status, we’re all vul-
nerable, we’re all at the mercy of a thousand 
contingencies over which we have little con-
trol. No amount of denial will change that.  

Granted, at one level of our conscious-
ness we’re always aware of our vulnerability. 
But sometimes after we have walked a dan-
gerous ledge for a long time we forget the 
peril and are no longer aware of the narrow-
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ness of the plank upon which we’re walking. 
Then too, our sense of our vulnerability to 
a hundred million dangers is, like our sense 
of mortality, normally pretty abstract and 
not very real. We all know that like every-
one else we are going to die one day, but 
normally this doesn’t weigh very heavily on 
our consciousness. We live instead with the 
sense that we’re not going to die just yet. 
Our own deaths aren’t really real to us. They 
are not yet an imminent threat but only a 
distant, abstract reality.  

Generally, such too is the vagueness of 
our sense of vulnerability. Yes, we know ab-
stractly that we are vulnerable, but generally 
we feel pretty secure. But as this virus 
spreads, consumes our newscasts, and 
brings our normal lives to a halt, our sense 
of vulnerability is no longer a vague, ab-
stract threat. We’re now much more aware 
that we all live at the mercies of a million 
contingencies, most over which we have lit-
tle control. 

However, to our defense, our innate 
sense that we’re in control and can safe-

guard our own safety and security should 
not be too-hastily and too-harshly judged. 
We can’t help it. It’s the way we’re built. 
We’re instinctually geared to hate our weak-
nesses, our vulnerability, our limitations, and 
our awareness of our own poverty and are 
instinctually geared to want to feel secure, 
in control, independent, invulnerable, and 
self-sufficient. That’s a mercy of grace and 
nature because it helps save us from de-
spondency and helps us to live with a 
(needed) healthy pride. But it’s also an illu-
sion; perhaps one that we need for long pe-
riods in our lives, but also one that in to 
moments of clarity and lucidity we’re meant 
dispel so as to acknowledge before God and 
to ourselves that we’re interdependent, not 
self-sufficient, and not ultimately in control. 
Whatever else about this virus, it’s bringing 
us a moment of clarity and lucidity, even if 
this is far from welcome.  

We were given the same lesson, in effect, 
with the downing of the Twin Towers in 
New York City on September 11, 2001. In 
witnessing this single tragic incident we 
went from feeling safe and invulnerable to 
knowing that we are not able, despite every-
thing we have achieved, to ensure our own 
safety and safety of our loved ones. A lot of 
people relearned the meaning of prayer that 
day. A lot of us are relearning the meaning 

of prayer as we sit quarantined at home 
during this coronavirus.  

Richard Rohr suggests that the passage 
from childhood to adulthood requires an 
initiation into a number of necessary life-
truths. One of these can be summarized 
this way: You are not in control! If that is 
true, and it is, then this coronavirus is help-
ing initiate us all into a more mature adult-
hood. We are becoming more conscious of 
an important truth. However, we may not 
see any divine intent in this. Every funda-
mentalist voice that suggests that God sent 
this virus to each of us a lesson is danger-
ously wrong and is an insult to true faith. 
Still we need to hear God’s voice inside of 
it. God is speaking all the time but mostly 
we aren’t listening; this sort of thing helps 
serve as God’s microphone to a deaf world.  

Illusions aren’t easy to dispel, and for 
good reasons. We cling to them by instinct 
and we generally need them to get through 
life. For this reason Socrates, in his wisdom, 
once wrote that “there is nothing that re-
quires as gentle a treatment as the removal 
of an illusion.” Anything other than gentle-
ness only makes us more resistant. 

This coronavirus is anything but gentle. 
But inside all of its harshness perhaps we 
might feel a gentle nudge that will help us 
dispel the illusion that we are in control.

The dispelling of an illusion
‘The Lord is 
my helper;  

I will not be 
afraid.’  
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BY CHRISTINA CAPECCHI  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
 

ANDOVER, Minn. — There was some-
thing special about Charles Untz, the kid 
who cheerfully served at 6:30 a.m. daily 
Mass. 

He had a kind of reverence — a quiet 
peace, a glowing face — that people noticed. 
Priests asked if he was considering religious 
life, and he answered with ease and confi-
dence: Yes. 

There’s something special that has come 
from his death, too, after a tragic car acci-
dent took his life March 20, 2000. His par-
ents noticed immediately. As they marked 
the 20th anniversary at their Andover farm, 
their beloved boy’s impact has crossed the 
globe, compelling an ardent coalition of 
both priests and lay Catholics to make the 
case for Charles’ canonization. 

They are stirred by a series of incredible 
events that have unfolded over the past two 
decades — events they consider not merely 
divine connections to Charles but divine  
actions from him. 

Their unequivocal sense of his interces-
sion — as only a saint could do — helps  
explain Charles’ short life. His 18 years on 
earth make more sense, they feel, in light of 
his heavenly purpose. 

From the start Charles was enveloped by 
Catholicism. Ellen and Steve Untz made 
Mass and eucharistic adoration a priority as 
young parents. When they lived in Ver-
mont, they’d walk down the road to church 
for five minutes of adoration “to break the 
little kids in,” Ellen said. 

Before long, Charles asked: “Can’t we 
stay longer, Mom?” 

Charles took to praying the Liturgy of 
the Hours at age 11, setting an example for 
the rest of the family and continuing the de-
votion faithfully throughout his life. 

“There are a lot of kids that will do the 
right thing, but as I see it, they sometimes 
are doing the right thing out of fear or mere 
compliance,” said Father Tom Wilson, who 
was associate pastor of Epiphany in Coon 
Rapids when the Untzes moved to Min-
nesota and joined the parish in 1996. 

“Charles never had that. It was like: ‘No, 
this is just the thing to do, and I’m going to 
do it,’” the priest told The Catholic Spirit, 
newspaper of the Archdiocese of St. Paul 

and Minneapolis. 
That perfectly formed conscience made 

things straightforward, uncomplicated for 
Charles. His adolescence was not riddled by 
temptations or peer pressure. 

For his Eagle Scout Service Project, 
Charles wrote a manual to train altar 
servers. When he successfully earned that 
top rank, he was asked to make an Ambi-
tion and Life Purpose Statement. He wrote: 
“My life purpose is to do the will of God. 
My ambition is to become a saint. There is 
nothing harder to achieve than this, but I 
will continue to strive for it.” 

Priesthood was a natural calling. It was 
nourished as an altar server and flowed from 
his love of the Mass, where he could receive 
the Eucharist, the source and summit of the 
faith. He was spurred by his devotion to 
Mary, whom he affectionately called “My 
Lady.” Experimenting on his mom’s em-
broidery machine, he made a brown scapu-
lar that said “My Lady.” It became a fixture, 
with its two thin bands peeking out above 
his shirt collar. 

As a home-schooled senior, Charles ap-
plied to the Franciscan University of 
Steubenville in Ohio and the University of 
St. Thomas in St. Paul, where he toured St. 
John Vianney College Seminary. As of that 
March, he had not yet announced his deci-
sion. 

On a Monday morning in March, two 
weeks after his 18th birthday, Charles 
headed out to work at the turkey farm 
across the street. Ellen noticed “a different 
look on his face.” 

A short time later she heard sirens but 
didn’t notice anything out front. A police 
officer came to the door asking if Ellen had 
seen something, but didn’t identify the vic-
tim. Ellen ran over to the turkey farm, find-
ing Charles hadn’t checked in for work. 
Panic set in. She began frantic Hail Marys. 
The worst would come to pass. Charles had 
been struck by a car as he walked to work. 
He died in the hospital shortly later, after 
receiving last rites from Father Wilson, sur-
rounded by his parents and brother. 

Amid the shock and sorrow, stories 
began to trickle in. The man who had found 
Charles after the accident described the en-
counter as “an intense feeling of the pres-
ence of God.” He had never experienced 
anything like it. 

A police officer reported the same sen-
sation. When she touched Charles’ hand as 
he was lifted into the ambulance, she said 
she felt God’s presence. It changed her life. 

Meanwhile, the lector who read at 
Epiphany the morning of the accident said 
she had seen Charles in the church, en-
grossed in Scripture before Mass — but the 
Untz family hadn’t attended Mass that day. 

Two priests, close friends of the family 
from out East, gathered in the Untz home 
before the funeral. As they discussed 
Charles’ life and death, they sensed some-
thing miraculous at play and came to con-
clude that he had preserved his baptismal 
innocence. 

Throughout the wake and the funeral 
Mass, which was held at Epiphany, Ellen 
and Steve were struck by the language peo-
ple used. One after another said they were 
praying to Charles — not for him. There 
was a shared sense of intercession. 

His story spread through Catholic 
home-school networks. Ellen has made 
thousands of scapulars based on Charles’ 
design that have been mailed across the 
globe. Audio recordings from his funeral 
have circulated. 

His prayer card has been slipped into 

passports and pockets. It shows a picture of 
Charles in his Eagle Scout uniform and 
features a prayer for teens written by Father 
David Engo, a family friend from Massa-
chusetts, to call upon Charles’ intercession. 

“You gave the grace of purity, prayer, 
obedience and fidelity to Your servant 
Charles,” it states. “We now ask You to glo-
rify Your servant Charles on earth by grant-
ing the petition we now make through his 
intercession.” 

Last year, Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis was updated on 
Charles’ continued impact. Thirty-eight “fa-
vors” — or answered prayers — attributed 
to his intercession have been reported to 
Ellen and Steve, including people returning 
to the church, priestly vocations, help with 
personal matters, healings and guidance. 

Though Ellen and Steve have never 
campaigned for Charles’ canonization — 
they do not see that as their role — they 
have saved all the letters and emails they re-
ceived chronicling his impact, most from 
strangers. The notes are stored in two boxes 
in the closet of Charles’ bedroom. 

The next step in opening a sainthood 
cause is to demonstrate “sustained wide-
spread devotion” to Charles. 

 

Steve and Ellen Untz of Andover, Minn., hold a photo of their son, Charles, March 
20, 2020, near the spot where he was hit by a car and killed 20 years ago. In the 
background is a memorial with an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe. (CNS 
photo/Dave Hrbacek, The Catholic Spirit)

Young Minnesota Catholic continues to inspire 20 years after his death



12  WRC April   2020

Fr. Grant Gerlach  
baptizes twins on a 
Facebook feed. The  
baptisms took place at 
St. John the Baptist 
Church, Custer. Parents 
Becca and Jared Noyes 
are shown with their 
sons Liam and Everett. 
This screenshot showed 
102 views. 

 

In Belle Fourche, St. Paul Parish religious education leaders made 
home kits for the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd and Genera-
tions of Faith families. Randy and Erica Sowers’ children, Elijah 
and Tobiah, made their Last Supper craft on Holy Thursday.  
(Courtesy photo)

Katelin and Weston Ginther walked the Stations of the Cross with 
their family in Lemmon. Parishioners set up stations in their yards 
and walked or drove around to pray. (Courtesy photo)

A television crew from KNBN sets up to film Sunday Mass at Terra Sancta’s Holy Cross Chapel. Fr. Mike Mulloy films the Masses  
and they are broadcast on Sundays at 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on NBC and 10 a.m. on MyTv. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
 

We have added new phrases to our  
vocabulary, social distancing and self- 
quarantine. We have seen normally full 
store shelves with big empty spaces for 
toilet paper, disinfectants and produce. We 
have washed our hands until they are 
chapped.  

We have reached out to television, 
websites and social media for worship  
opportunities. We have been meeting by 
Zoom and Google. Clever ways of keep-
ing the faith have been reported all over 
the Diocese of Rapid City and a few of 
them are cited here.  

Reeny Wilson, director of Terra Sancta 
Retreat Center, reported that by mid-
March,  29 groups were using the retreat 
center to host Zoom meetings. “It is 
mostly diocesan offices,” she said. Groups 
include Chancery Staff meetings, staff 
prayer times, Veritatis Splendor Institute 
talks, Lay Ministry programs and RCIA 
classes for the Newman Center, a Blessed 
Sacrament Prayer Group, the Surviving 
Divorce Group, a Natural Family Plan-
ning Seminar, and Cor ad Cor meetings.   

In the east, on the Rosebud Reserva-
tion, Fr. Jacob Boddicker, SJ, said, “ I have 
celebrated Mass for some friends via 
Google Hangouts.” 

In addition, he has been posting homi-
lies and Gospel reflections. “The response 
has been good; people are hungry,” said 
Father Boddicker. His previously recorded 
Stations of the Cross was viewed 339 
times and his Masses average about 137 
viewers. You can see them all at: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/Mergoreks/ 
videos. 

In the south, Fr. Grant Gerlach has 
been live-streaming Mass Sundays and 
weekdays via Facebook Live. “It has been 
successful for the most part — tech diffi-
culties pop up every now-and-again. I 
have also placed them on two parish web-
site home pages (www.StAnthonyHot 
Springs.org and www.Custer 
Catholic.org), so people unfamiliar with 
Facebook can participate via their parish 
sites. I use my laptop to stream. It has a 
built-in camera and microphone,” he said. 

“The people of the parishes, along with 
some non-parishioners, have been  
delighted and grateful for the opportunity 
to celebrate virtually with their pastor,  
especially those who usually participate on 
a daily basis. 

“I was also able to live-stream a  
baptism. The parents were astounded that, 
even though there were simply two other 
family members physically present, many 
relatives and friends were able to partici-
pate virtually via the live-stream. That was 
a new one for me!” said Father Gerlach. It 
is still on his Facebook wall. 

As far north as St. Mary Church,  
Lemmon, technology still helps. “We did 
livestream the Mass on my Facebook page. 
A couple from the parish who have a live 
stream capable iPhone helped me with 
it. One ran the phone and the other lec-
tored. I did learn that I needed to order a 

tripod to hold the phone. Every time the 
cameraman knelt down the picture was all 
over the place. We didn’t have music or 
anything other than the basic liturgy. We 
will continue to do this for the duration at 

this point. From what Mike (the camera-
man) could see on the phone at one time 
there were 30 people watching,” said Fr. 
Dan Juelfs. That is a good turnout for a 
small country parish.  

See page 15 for more online opportunities.

Technically speaking,  
we have kept the faith
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BY CINDY WOODEN 
 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope 
Francis highlighted the many ways women 
are caring for others during the coronavirus 
pandemic, but he also offered prayers for 
those facing an increased risk of domestic 
violence during the lockdowns. 

At midday April 13, after reciting the 
“Regina Coeli” prayer livestreamed from the 
library of the Apostolic Palace, Pope Francis 
turned to the day’s Gospel reading and its 
account of the contrast between the faith of 
the women disciples, who were certain Jesus 
rose from the dead, and the uncertainty of 
the men, who doubted their words. 

“Today,” he said, “I want to remember 

Pope prays for women, especially 
those facing domestic violence

with you how much many women do — 
including in this time of a health emer-
gency — to care for others: women doctors, 
nurses, law enforcement and prison officers, 
clerks in stores selling basic necessities and 
all the moms, sisters and grandmothers 
who find themselves closed in their homes 
with the whole family, with children, the 
elderly, those with disabilities.” 

“Sometimes,” the pope said, “they risk 
being subjected to violence because of a liv-
ing situation in which they bear too great a 
burden. We pray for them that the Lord 
would give them strength and that our 
communities would support them together 
with their families.” 

“May the Lord give us the courage of 
women to always go forward,” he added. 

Pope Francis also expressed his “close-
ness and affection” for every country 
“strongly impacted by the coronavirus — 
some with very large numbers of people in-
fected and deceased.” 

The pope said he was thinking especially 
of “Italy, the United States, Spain, France 
— the list is long. I pray for all of them.” 

Looking directly in the camera, he 
added, “Don’t forget that the pope prays for 
you. He is near.”

Pope Francis leads the recitation of the "Regina Coeli" prayer from the library of the Apostolic 
Palace April 13. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Vatican registers huge growth online 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Holy Week and Easter events broadcast and shared 
by Vatican media reached millions of people around the world, attracting new 
viewers, followers and fans inspired by Pope Francis’ words and gestures. 
“We have been struck by the many emails we have received, comments and 
posts on our social media from people, even agnostics and nonbelievers, who 
say they have been moved by the words and gestures of the Holy Father  
during this very difficult period,” Alessandro Gisotti, vice-editorial director of 
Vatican media, told Catholic News Service by email April 14. Huge spikes in 
online visitors, views, follows and comments on their numerous platforms 
showed that “many people, not just the Catholic faithful, were able to follow 
and ‘encounter’ the Holy Father and, through him, the Word of God thanks to 
this technology and especially to streaming services and social media,” he 
said in a response to a request for information about online engagement  
during Holy Week and Easter. Gisotti told CNS that Vatican media outlets 
tried to put into practice that “creativity of love that the pope asks of us in 
order to overcome the isolation caused by the pandemic.” Their Vatican News 
site, which offers video, radio, podcasts, images, news and audio services in 
more than 30 languages, saw its number of visitors and page views  
quadruple from the same liturgical period last year. 
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The West River Catholic staff competed in 
the National Federation of Press Women 
Communications at-large contest. It is for the 
12 states which no longer have state chap-
ters. All work is from publications and posts 
during the 2019 calendar year. 

Laurie Hallstrom, editor, won 2nd place in 
Specialty Articles, Social Issues for her story 
on human trafficking. The judges said, 
“Great story about a topic that is affecting 
more and more people worldwide. 
There’s a lot of information in this story, 
but it is well-organized.” She also took 
home Honorable Mention, for a Feature 
Story for a print-based newspaper. It 
was a June article on the company that 
came to S.D. to film a documentary on 
Servant of God, Nicholas Black Elk. The 
judges said it was a good overview and 
the story made them want to learn more 
about him as a person.  

Becky Berreth, assistant editor/ 
media specialist won first place for a single 
advertisement. She entered the online ad 
for a diocesan choir to sing at Zane 
Pekron’s priestly ordination. The judges 
said her good use of color pulls people in,  
“the white text draws the eye to the most 
important information. Well done.” She also 
won 2nd place in page design for her 
first Communion photo layout last July. 
“Hats off to fitting so many pictures on 
one page,” said the judges. In addition, 
Berreth took home a 1st place in the 
News or Feature photo division for her 
“unusual photo” of a bishop shooting a 
free throw at the Men in Black basket-
ball game last year.  

Berreth’s first place winning pieces 
will be entered in the national NFPW 
communications competition. There, 
she will compete against more than 30   
state winners.  

14  WRC

WRC staff scores well in 
12-state competition 

Deadline for Catholic Senior Girl Scholarship Submissions 
May 10, 2020, is the submissions deadline for the Hubbeling Family 
Scholarship given in memory of Janet and Edwin Hubbeling.  
A $1000 scholarship will be awarded to a graduating Catholic Senior 
girl who will be attending a four‐year college in the fall of 2020.  

For information and an application:  
Send name and street address to CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS, 

duduchan3@gmail.com. 

PARIS (CNS) — Archbishop Michel Aupetit of Paris welcomed a renewed pledge by 
French President Emmanuel Macron to rebuild Notre Dame cathedral. “I can’t 
speak for all humanity, but this is certainly a moment of global emotion and  
witness,” Archbishop Aupetit told Radio Notre Dame April 15, one year after a first 
destroyed part of the historic structure. “Both the city and state, which own the 
cathedral, are agreed on the goal of reconstruction, and it was important to show 
from our Holy Week ceremonies that this is now on track. In this sense, it’s more 
‘important to show the cathedral is alive than to celebrate such a sad anniversary.” 
The 14.6-ton Emmanuel bell in the cathedral’s southern tower tolled at 8 p.m. April 
15 to mark the fire anniversary. The same day, Macron described Notre Dame as a 
“symbol of society’s resilience” and pledging all efforts to ensure its full  
reconstruction by 2024. He noted that construction was on hold because of the 
COVID-19 crisis, but said it would “start up again as soon as possible.” Up to 500 
firefighters battled to save the 850-year-old cathedral after the April 2019 fire 
brought down its 300-foot spire and two-thirds of its 13th-century oak roof and  
destroyed much of its wooden interior and masonry. Rescue teams evacuated many 
of the cathedral’s artworks and sacred objects, including what some Catholics  
believe to be the Crown of Thorns, used at Christ’s Crucifixion, and a gold tunic worn 
by the medieval king, St. Louis IX. 

Welcome News

Blossoms from a tree frame Paris’ Notre Dame Cathedral, which was damaged in a 
fire one year ago. French President Emmanuel Macron has reiterated a pledge to  
restore the historic cathedral by 2024. (CNS photo/Charles Platiau, Reuters)
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April 30, Thursday 
sDeadline for submissions: Paper mailed Tuesday, May 19. )605-343-3541 

8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 8bberreth@diorc.org

@RapidCitydiorc

DioceseofRapidCity

Follow us on  
social media:

or online: 
 www.rapidcitydiocese.org

In Your Prayers 

In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and death 
anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Every effort has been made to have a  
complete list. Birthdays: May 1, Fr. Michael Hight; May 3, Dcn. James Scherr; May 4, 
Dcn. Larry Brown; May 6, Fr. Edward Vanorny; May 10, Fr. Kevin Achbach; May 12, 
Dcn. Larry Kopriva; May 13, Dcn. Ray Klein; May 16, Dcn. George Gladfelter; May 17, 
Dcn. James Hayes; May 20, Fr. Michel Mulloy; May 22, Fr. Brad Held, SJ; May 31,  
Fr. Mark McCormick. Ordinations: May 10, 1985, Dcn. Harold Condon; May 22, 1981, 
Fr. Richard Novotny; May 22, 2003, Dcn. Ray Klein; May 23, 2010, Dcn. Thomas 
Adams; May 24, 2007, Dcn. James Hayes and Dcn. Steve McLaughlin; May 25, 1986,  
Fr. Carlos Casavantes, FSsP; May 28, 2003, Dcn. Greg Palmer; May 29, 2014, Dcn. 
Charles Rausch; May 31, 1969, Fr. Joseph Daoust, SJ; May 31, 1991, Fr. Edward Witt, 
SJ. Necrology: May 1, 1951, William Sullivan; May 3, 2008, Andrew Morvay; May 5, 
1940, Vincent Frech, OSB; May 6, 1984, Joseph Ford, SCJ; May 9, 1959, Daniel Daley; 
May 10, 1961, John Cohane; May 12, 1951, John Frei; May 13, 2014, Richard  
McCaslin, SJ; May 16, 1947, Henry Klein; May 17, 1921, Thomas McNaboe; May 17, 
1973, Bernard Drew; May 17, 1978, Hugh Farrington, OSB; May 19, 1932, Dennis 
Casey; May 21, 1962, Stephen McNamara, SJ; May 23, 1873, Peter DeSmet, SJ;  
May 25, 1986, Leonard Fencl, SJ; May 26, 1913, Bede Marty, OSB; May 28, 2003, 
Dcn. Justin Lauer; May 29, 1981, James O’Connor, SJ; May 31, 1953, Bishop  
Joseph Busch.  
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Contact Carol at 605-374-5639 or ckling@sdplains.com  
for confidential and caring retreat information 

BY JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES 
 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Access to 

clean water is an essential human right 
that must be defended and protected, the 
Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Integral 
Human Development said in a new docu-
ment. 

Defending the right to clean water is 
part of the Catholic Church’s promotion 
of the common good, “not some particular 
national agenda,” the dicastery said, calling 
for “a management of water so as to en-
sure universal and sustainable access to it 
for the future of life, the planet and the 
human community.” 

The 46-page document, titled “Aqua 
Fons Vitae: Orientations on Water, Sym-
bol of the Cry of the Poor and the Cry of 
the Earth,” was released by the Vatican 
March 30. 

The preface ... stated that the current 
coronavirus pandemic has shed a light on 
“the interconnectedness of everything, be 
it ecological, economic, political and  
social. ... “The consideration of water, in 
this sense, clearly appears to be one of the 

Vatican publishes document on right to water access
elements that heavily impacts ‘integral’ 
and ‘human’ development,” the preface 
stated ... In a statement published March 
30, the dicastery said the document was 
“rooted in the social magisterium of the 
popes” and looked at three main aspects: 
water for human use; water as a resource 
for activities such as agriculture and in-
dustry; and bodies of water, including 
rivers, underground aquifers, lakes, oceans 
and seas.  Access to water, the document 
said, “can make the difference between 
survival and death,” especially in poor 
areas where drinkable water is in scarce 
supply ... 

“Water is a fabulous element with 
which to build such relational bridges 
among people, communities and  
countries,” the document said. “It can and 
should be a learning ground for solidarity 
and collaboration rather than a trigger of 
conflict.”  

More info available at https://www. 
vaticannews.va/en/vaticancity/news/ 
2020-03/vatican-dicastery-integral-
human-development-water.html. 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The 
COVID-19 pandemic has caught entire 
communities and nations off guard, and 
the best way to tackle this global crisis is 
together as a global family, the Pontifical 
Academy for Life said.  “An emergency 
like that of COVID-19 is overcome with, 
above all, the antibodies of solidarity,” the 
academy said in a seven-page “note” 
 published March 30 on its website,  
academyforlife.va. 

With experts in the field of science and 
ethics, the papal academy wished to ...  
foster “a renewed spirit that must nourish 
social relations and care for the person” 
during this pandemic, it said ... the “Note 
on the COVID-19 Emergency” was the 
result of that consultation titled, “Pan-
demic and Universal Brotherhood,” the 
text highlights what ethical standards 
must prevail when dealing with the care 
and support of both individuals and  
communities in health care as well as 

more “existential” concerns that often go  
ignored in a world increasingly focused on 
individual rights, isolationist national  
interests and a flood of data divorced from 
the people it represents. 

It also includes understanding how to 
talk about God in this moment of crisis, it 
said, because “We cannot interpret the 
sufferings that humanity is going through 
according to the crude scheme that  
establishes a correspondence between 
(doing wrong) against the divine and a  
‘sacred reprisal’ undertaken by God.” The 
pandemic does not represent God's wrath, 
because the disease affects most frequently 
and tragically the weakest and most  
vulnerable — the very people God loves 
and cares for the most, it said.  
Full text of document in English: 
http://www.academyforlife.va/content/dam/pav/
documenti%20pdf/2020/Nota%20Covid19/Note
%20on%20the%20Covid-
19%20emergency_ENG_.pdf 

Papal academy says solidarity among ethical  
responses needed in pandemic

People collect clean drinking water from a tanker sent by government authorities as 
part of measures to help prevent the spread of the coronavirus in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, March 14. The Vatican said defending the right to clean water is part of the 
Catholic Church's promotion of the common good. (CNS photo/Juan Carlos Ulate, 
Reuters) 

Clean Drinking Water
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Sister of Christian Charity Carolyn 
Eultgen died on March 16, at Sacred Heart 
Convent, Wilmette, Illinois.   

Carolyn Eultgen was born in St. Louis, 
Missouri, on February 20, 1926. She en-
tered the convent on July 22, 1939. On Au-
gust 21, 1942, Carolyn became a novice and 
was given the name Sister Agnita. She 
made her first vows on 
August 21, 1944.  

Sister Carolyn’s first 
ministry was teaching 
elementary school stu-
dents. In 1963 she be-
came a school 
principal. Her missions 
took her to Chicago, 
Ill; North Little Rock, 
Ark; New Orleans and 
Metairie, La; St. Louis, 
Mo; Chaska, Minn., 
and Palatine, Ill. 

In 1991, Sister 
Carolyn (she re-
turned to using her baptismal name in 
1970) moved to Eagle Butte, where she 
worked with a team of religious and laity, 
led by a Sacred Heart priest. Her ministry 
to the Lakota on the Cheyenne River 
Reservation touched many lives. 

In 2008, Sister Carolyn returned to Wil-
mette, Illinois. Her new ministry was that 
of local leader of Sacred Heart Convent. In 
2010, due to health problems, she became a 
patient there. 

Mass of Christian Burial took place on 
March 19. Due to precautionary concerns 
surrounding the coronavirus the wake and 
funeral Mass for Sister Carolyn were at-
tended only by the Sisters of Christian 
Charity. When the risk of contracting the 
COVID 19 virus has ceased, there will be a 
Memorial Service for Sister Carolyn Eult-
gen to which the public will be cordially in-
vited. 

She is buried in Maria Immaculata 
Cemetery. 

Obituary
Letter from a past Rachel’s  

Vineyard Retreatant  
My name is Molly, and it was a little more 

than two years ago when our Lord placed in 
my ear a call to a vineyard in a simple homily 
message and thirty-plus years of denial 
about my abortion was awakened. I won-
dered, how did this priest know to reach into 
my heart and squeeze it?  

“God’s desire,” he said, “is to grant us 
mercy, forgiveness and love, softening our 
hardened hearts so that we can repent and 
have eternal life with Him.” He was telling us 
about Rachel’s Vineyard, a confidential 
weekend retreat for people exposed to abor-
tion. I found myself shrinking down in the 
pew, wondering if people could see that it 
was me to whom he was speaking. I told  
myself he had to be talking to someone else, 
that it couldn’t be me because I didn’t need 
to bring it all back up again. I had buried it so 
long ago. So I ignored what I heard… 
But I guess God wasn’t happy with my  
response. A few months later, He came to 
me again, once more inviting me. It was  
irritating how my conscience kept at me.  
Answering every reason I gave not to go, I 
eventually gave in. I finally laid down the fear 

I blanketed myself with so long ago, fear that 
I used to deny my access to my Lord.  

I went to the weekend retreat, and 
through the living scriptures, I came face to 
face with Jesus… I continued to feel his  
presence in the leaders who guided us 
through the weekend. When I finally emptied 
myself of all the pain, I felt Jesus wrap his 
arms around me and weep with me. He took 
my hand and told me that he loved me and 
that I was forgiven. He asked me to forgive 
myself and told me that a very dear child in 
heaven was praying for me and was waiting 
to be reunited with me. When my tears and 
sobs slowed down, I found that all I hated in 
myself seemed to be dying, and thoughts of 
new life, filled with his love, rose up in me. 
He turned something ugly and sinful into a 
joyful and beautiful awakening of his love 
and mercy.  

Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries believes that 
Jesus calls us to walk with him and to spread 
the news of his forgiveness. I am grateful for 
the gift of support it offers to singles and 
couples, men and women alike, all ages and 
faiths … Very often, I have to remind myself 
once again, that no sin is greater than God’s 
mercy … He asks me to carry my cross of  

sorrow and sadness with a joyful heart, for 
through the pain his love can come forth. 

You may know someone like me, but  
wonder how can I help? You can help by  
becoming informed on what Rachel's Vine-
yard is about … It is likely many of us are 
connected in some way to abortion, as it is a 
known fact that one in four men or women is 
suppressing this.  

My husband asked me, “Why are you 
doing this?” I answered, “Because I have to.” 
I cannot say “NO” any longer. I believe God 
wants us to love each other, reach out to 
each other, and bring those in pain to the 
path of his mercy… I believe He is waiting to 
heal each and every one of his children  
spiritually, physically, and emotionally.

For more information on  

Rachel’s Vineyard  
in western S.D. 

Contact Carol at 605-374-5639 
Put your pain and denial to rest 

with Jesus’ healing mercy

‘I cannot say “NO” any longer’
Sr. Carolyn Eultgen, 94, 
served on the Cheyenne River 
Reservation _______________

SR. CAROLYN  
EULTGEN

The deadline for the May WRC 
is April 30, send items to  

lhallstrom@diorc.org
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Catholic Social Services  
Communications and Development Director 

Responsible for all communications, marketing and fundraising programs for a  25‐employee 
social service agency in Rapid City, S.D., serving all of western South Dakota. Special emphasis 
on social media marketing, digital publishing and major event planning and coordination.  
Position requires a minimum BA or BS degree in related field; strong organizational skills; basic 
understanding of Catholic social justice teachings; full range of digital marketing skills. Position 
reports to the Executive Director and the Development Committee. Salary  
commensurate with experience. Full benefits package. Send cover letter and resume to:  

Catholic Social Services 
529 Kansas City Street, Rapid City, SD 57701  

or to css@cssrapidcity.com. 
Application deadline April 30, 2020. 

Catholic Social Services, in collaboration with the Diocese of Rapid City and with the 
blessing of Diocesan Administrator Father Michel Mulloy, announces the establishment 
of a COVID-19 response fund for western South Dakota families.  

 
CSS will allocate the funds, prioritizing applications from households anywhere in 

western South Dakota that meet one or more of the following conditions: 
 
1) A household member who has a positive test for COVID-19, which has adversely 

impacted the family’s income. 
2) Temporarily lost employment due to the COVID-19 pandemic which has adversely 

impacted the family’s income. 
3) Health care providers in the family whose employment has resulted in financial hard-

ships for the family. 
4) Lost income due to a lack of childcare. 
5) Members with pre-existing medical conditions that have caused them to self- 

quarantine, resulting in financial hardship for the family.   
 
At this point, CSS has limited financial resources to assist with this effort and the 

amount of assistance per household will depend on available funding and the number of 
applicants. To apply for assistance, please visit the Catholic Social Services website at  
cssrapidcity.com to access the application form, or call CSS at 605-348-6086 for  
information.  

Anyone interested in contributing to these efforts, please send donations to: Catholic 
Social Services, 529 Kansas City Street, Rapid City, SD 57709 or go to the webpage at: 

https://www.cssrapidcity.com/reliefdonations/. 

CSS offering COVID-19 disaster relief

Lorinda Collings, director of 
Finance, and Leon Lunders, 
director of Disaster Relief for 
CSS, review applications for  
financial assistance due to 
COVID-19 related income 
problems. CSS helps  
regardless of religious  
affiliation. (Courtesy photo)

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Here is 
a prayer provided by the U.S. Conference 
of Catholic Bishops for National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month, observed 
every April to raise awareness of child 
abuse and how to prevent it: 

 

“God of endless love, ever caring, ever 
strong, always present, always just: You 
gave your only Son to save us by the blood of 
his cross. 

“Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, join to 
your own suffering the pain of all who have 
been hurt in body, mind, and spirit by those 
who betrayed the trust placed in them. 

“Hear the cries of our brothers and sisters 
who have been gravely harmed, and the 
cries of those who love them. Soothe their 
restless hearts with hope, steady their shaken 
spirits with faith. Grant them justice for 
their cause, enlightened by your truth. 

“Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, heal 
your people’s wounds and transform  
brokenness into wholeness. Grant us the 
courage and wisdom, humility and grace, to 
act with justice. Breathe wisdom into our 
prayers and labors. Grant that all harmed 
by abuse may find peace in justice. We ask 
this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 

 
The USCCB’s Secretariat of Child 

and Youth Protection offers numerous  
resources to raise awareness of child 
abuse and how to prevent it at 
www.usccb.org/ issues-and-action/child-
and-youth-protection/resources/ 
index.cfm. The site also includes the text 
of the U.S. bishops’ Charter for the  
Protection of Children and Young People.

Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of  
Washington D.C., is seen in Rome  
Dec. 5, 2019. Calling the abuse of  
children a “spiritual felony,” he offered 
prayers during a Mass for National Child 
Abuse Prevention Month April 3, for  
victims of such abuse and prayed that 
God would “help us respect the dignity 
of all the young, vulnerable and those 
who need protection.”  
(CNS photo/Christopher Gunty, Catholic 
Review) 

Prayer to prevent child abuse
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 Karina Novotny of Custer won the Na-
tional Right to Life essay contest in the 
Junior division for grades 7-9. Along with 
her award letter she received $200.  

“My essay was based on the all-around 
experience and emotions surrounding the 

adoption of my 18-month old baby 
brother,” she said.  

Her grandfather, Bob Novotny, gave her 
the paperwork to enter and suggested she 
try the essay contest.  

“My Grandpa Bob helps every week at 
Mass and always encourages our family’s 
participation in our local church. I figured 
it was an area of passion in my life and it 
was worth a try. I am the current Miss Fall 
River Balloon Festival’s Outstanding Teen 
and I am preparing for the Miss SD Out-
standing teen scholarship contest, running 
under the social impact statement support-
ing adoption advocacy. I figured this would 
help me better express myself in preparation 
for the upcoming state competition,” said 
Karina. Her Essay: 

 

Why am I pro-life?  Grayson!  My pro-life 

beliefs intensified two years ago when a family 

friend became pregnant before she was pre-

pared to be a parent. Our family felt called to 

pursue adoption and encourage the birth family 

to choose life. Experiencing the love for this un-

born baby and his birth family led me to become 

involved with the local Right to Life group, 

sparking my desire to protect the unborn. 

My family prayed for the option of adop-

tion. Our prayers were answered on Good Fri-

day 2018, when we received a phone call from 

Grayson’s birth mother saying she planned to 

make an open adoption plan for her baby 

knowing she could give him a chance at a good 

life with us. I got the most blessed birthday 

present ever when Grayson was born 3 days 

before my 12th birthday.  

My parents encouraged me to learn about 

adoption, abortion, and human life. I watched 

the movie “Allison’s Choice” which depicted 

God’s presence and love for expectant mothers 

and their unborn children even in an abortion 

facility. I attended a showing of “Unplanned” 

which showed me the sickening truth of abor-

tion and the magnitude of the issue facing our 

country. “Unplanned” also showed me how one 

person can speak out and save lives through 

compassionate education and love. 

I was immediately filled with a desire to 

help families (birth and adoptive) experience 

the joy of adoption. I believe helping more fam-

ilies pursue adoption will decrease the number 

of abortions and potentially connect birth 

mothers to a positive encouraging adoptive 

family permanently. Through a tomato 

fundraiser from my garden I was able to create 

a grant valued at over $200 to help the next 

local family pursue adoption. This fundraiser 

helped me communicate my pro-life beliefs to 

my family, friends, teachers, community, and 

state as I marketed my tomato fundraiser. 

It was an honor to be invited to speak at the 

2019 South Dakota State Right to Life con-

vention about my family’s adoption experience, 

my pro-life beliefs, and present my grant to the 

local Hot Springs Right to Life chapter. Earlier 

this month I won a local pageant title promot-

ing a pro-life adoption advocacy platform. In 

May 2020 I advance to the Miss South Dakota 

Outstanding Teen pageant where I will be able 

to promote my adoption advocacy platform to 

a large crowd of diverse people from across my 

state.  

My pro-life journey has taught me that one 

birth mother’s selfless choice to give her baby a 

good life can spread love throughout a whole 

state and beyond! Grayson is a unique little boy 

who has filled our home with laughter and in-

spired me to do everything I can to help others 

to choose life. I am committed to sharing the les-

sons I have learned about protecting the unborn 

and honoring my baby brother through my ef-

forts to help birth and adoptive families. 

Karina Novotny’s essay was inspired by her 
baby brother Grayson. (Courtesy photos) 

KARINA NOVOTNY

Custer student wins national  RTL junior essay contest
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New hymn composed 
expresses hope  
BY LAURA IERACI  

CHICAGO (CNS) — With churches 
under lockdown and parishioners and 
clergy unable to gather in person, Catholics 
connecting online for prayer have begun to 
sing a new hymn of hope and trust in God, 
composed specifically for this time of pan-
demic. 

Father Michael Joncas, prominent and 
longtime American composer of liturgical 
music, said the idea for the hymn woke him 
up at 3 a.m. March 26. 

“I awoke with the germ of an idea for a 
prayer-song to respond to what many are 
feeling in the light of the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” said Father Joncas, a priest of the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis. 
“The basic composition was finished by 
about 10 a.m.” 

Father Joncas, well-known for the hymn 
“On Eagle’s Wings,” said his new compo-
sition, “Shelter Me,” is a paraphrase of the 
well-known Psalm 23. 

“These are difficult times for all of us, in-
dividually and globally,” said Father Joncas 
in his composer’s note. “The COVID-19 
pandemic has disrupted life as normal and 
called for acts of corporate and individual 
heroism in the face of present suffering and 
an uncertain future. 

“People of faith may be struggling to ar-
ticulate their belief in an all-good and all-
powerful God in this new era,” he 
continued. “‘Shelter Me’ is my attempt as a 
church composer to find God’s presence 
even in these fraught times.” 

The hymn’s first and third verses speak 
about past and future intimacy with God, 
while the second verse expresses the fear 
and anxiety that people are feeling as they 
experience danger, darkness, and lack of 
peace. The refrain, however, resounds with 
hope and trust that “all will be well” accord-
ing to God’s loving mercy. 

Father Joncas offered “Shelter Me” to 
one of his music publishers, GIA Inc. They 
rushed the score into production and up-
loaded it to their One License website by 
March 29, “with the understanding that 
people could download it and reproduce it 
for free for the next year,” he said in an in-

terview for the website of The Lay Centre, 
a nonprofit organization in Rome. 

He urged those who download the song 
to direct the cost of the license fee they nor-
mally would have paid “to groups (that) are 
offering physical, emotional and spiritual 
care in this time of crisis.” 

“I hope that people will be able to sing 
the song with sincerity as a way of affirming 
their faith in God during these troubled 
times,” said Father Joncas, adding that a 
number of Catholics had already prayed 
with the hymn in virtual worship settings 
over Palm Sunday weekend. 

The score to “Shelter Me” is available at 
www.onelicense.net for free download until 
March 31, 2021, and the copyright notice 
must remain on the score. The link 
bit.ly/2V9gxFG is an alternative for a free 
download. 

A version of the hymn can be heard at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1EbCg
i_7gQs. 

Here are the complete lyrics to “Shelter 
Me,” by Father Joncas: 

1. Shepherd and sheep, my God and I/ 
to fresh green fields you led my steps in days 
gone by/ You gave me rest by quiet springs/ 
and filled my soul with peace your loving 
presence brings. 

REFRAIN: 
O shelter me, O shelter me/ The way 

ahead is dark and difficult to see/ O shelter 
me, O shelter me/ All will be well if only 
you will shelter me. 

2. Yet now I tread a diff ’rent way/ Death 
dogs my path with stealthy steps from day 
to day/ I cannot find your peaceful place/ 
But dwell in dreary darkness, longing for 
your face. 

REFRAIN 
3. I will look back in days to come/ and 

realize your faithfulness has led me home/ 
Within your house I’ll find my peace/ trust-
ing that in your mercy you have sheltered 
me. 

REFRAIN. 
(Copyright 2020. The Jan Michael Joncas 

Trust. All rights reserved.)
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Monthly Message From Our Lady 
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje  

visionary Marija to give us her message.  
“Dear children! I am with you all these years to lead you to the way 

of salvation. Return to my Son; return to prayer and fasting. Little 
children, permit for God to speak to your heart, because satan is 
reigning and wants to destroy your lives and the earth on which you 
walk. Be courageous and decide for holiness. You will see conversion 
in your hearts and families; prayer will be heard; God will hear your 
cries and give you peace. I am with you and am blessing you all with 
my motherly blessing. Thank you for having responded to my call.”  
3/25/20

Remember HIS  
will in yours 

If you are planning to create or 
update your will and would like 
to include the Catholic Church, 

please call us. We can help. 
Website: www.wsdcf.org 

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 
10 E. Mall Dr., Suite B, Rapid City, SD 57701 

Phone: 605-721-6843 
(Mailing) PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709 

The Rapid City Catholic School System will 
have openings for faculty and support 
staff for the 2020-2021 school year.

Information available at  
rccss.org/district-information/employment-opportunities 

Molly Rausch 605-348-1477 or mrausch@rccss.org

Pope Francis visits his predecessor, retired Pope Benedict XVI, at the Mater Ecclesiae 
Monastery at the Vatican in this Dec. 21, 2018, file photo. Pope Benedict celebrated his 93rd 
birthday April 16. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

Happy Birthday Pope Benedict 
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Archive: A collection of historical documents 
or artifacts.  

Museum: A place that has displays for  
people to come and view historical documents 
and artifacts.  

Many museums can be considered archives, 
but an archive is not necessarily a museum. My 
intention this month is to highlight the  
difference between an Archive and a Museum. 
The Diocese of Rapid City is in a unique  
position with two Native American Reserva-
tions holding phenomenal museums. The  
following is a highlight of The Heritage  
Museum in Pine Ridge, South Dakota.   

—Kathy Cordes, Archivist 
 

BY MARY MAXON, DIRECTOR  
HERITAGE CENTER  

The Heritage Center at Red Cloud  
Indian School in Pine Ridge is one of the 
earliest cultural centers and museums  
located on an Indian reservation in the 
United States. Our programming explores 
the rich skills and creativity that are  
mainstays of the local Lakota and other 
Native American cultures. We are deeply 
committed to our work to strengthen cul-
tural pride and celebrate, as well as preserve, 
the local Lakota culture and artistic tradi-
tion. 

We are more than just a museum or art 
gallery. We are also an economic engine on 
the Pine Ridge Reservation. With rates of 

up to 80%  unemployment here, the Lakota 
community faces challenging economic and 
social conditions in southwestern South 
Dakota. Yet through the Center’s gift shop 
and online store, local artists are empow-
ered to increase their own economic self-
sufficiency by making their incredible work 
available to a wider community and in 
doing so, preserve their work and extend 
appreciation for their artistry to all corners 
of the globe. 

The Heritage Center program began 
through understanding that arts, creativity, 
and the making of beautiful objects are es-
sential to Lakota culture and learning. The 
Annual Red Cloud Indian Art Show was 
started as an avenue to celebrate native art 
and artists on the reservation, and a way for 
native artists to get a foot in the door and 
learn about the ins and outs of gallery 
shows and retail selling. To support the 
show and the participating artists, Red 
Cloud Indian School staff purchased three 
award-winning pieces from the 1969 Red 
Cloud Indian Art Show. Each subsequent 
year, they continued to purchase new pieces, 
and ultimately amassed a diverse and  
important collection of works by local and 
national native artists. 

The Heritage Center facility, located in 
historic Drexel Hall, is dedicated to  
protecting, growing, and exhibiting that 
collection. What began with those three 

early pieces now includes an estimated 
10,000 pieces of Lakota and other native 
art, from priceless historical artifacts to 
cutting-edge modern works. Since its  
formal creation in 1982, The Heritage  
Center has continued to expand this unique  
and diverse collection of native art — and 
uses it to create groundbreaking exhibitions 
and arts education programs. 

The Heritage Center’s mission is to 
honor native art and to expand opportuni-

ties for native artists. The Center’s gallery 
exhibitions have brought tens of thousands 
of visitors to the Pine Ridge Reservation 
and been displayed in museums across the 
country. Through its gift shop, the Center 
purchases and sells works by local native 
artists to increase economic opportunity on 
the reservation and beyond. Also, its team 
develops innovative, arts-based educational 
programs to increase the public’s under-
standing of native art and Lakota culture.

Difference between an Archive and a museum: The Heritage Center 

The Heritage Center Curator, Ashley Pourier, at work in the collections storage area. The 
Heritage Center’s collection houses nearly 10,000 pieces of contemporary native arts and 
Lakota historical arts.  (Courtesy photos)

Red Cloud Indian School students engage in object based learning through observation and 
interaction with The Heritage Center’s exhibits and permanent collection.
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What is the essence  
of every liturgy? 

Liturgy is always in the first place communion or fellowship with Jesus 
Christ. Every liturgy, not just the celebration of the Eucharist, is an 
Easter in miniature. Jesus reveals his passage from death to life and 
celebrates it with us (1085). 
The most important liturgy in the world was the Paschal liturgy that 
Jesus celebrated with his disciples in the Upper Room on the night 
before his death. The disciples thought that Jesus would be  
commemorating the liberation of Israel from Egypt. Instead, Jesus  
celebrated the liberation of all mankind from the power of death. Back 
in Egypt it was the “blood of the lamb” that preserved the Israelites from 
the angel of death. Now he himself would be the Lamb whose blood 
saves mankind from death. For Jesus’ death and resurrection is the 
proof that someone can die and nevertheless gain life. This is the genuine substance of 
every Christian liturgy. Jesus himself compared his death and resurrection with Israel’s  
liberation from slavery in Egypt. Therfore, the redemptive effect of Jesus’ death and  
resurrection is called the Paschal mystery. There is an analogy between the life-saving 
blood of the lamb at the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt (Ex 12) and Jesus, the true 
Paschal Lamb that has redeemed mankind from the bondage of death and sin. 

 
“The blood (of the lamb) shall be a sign for you, upon the houses where you are;  

and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon  
you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.” (Ex 12:12-13)

Do not say  
‘I am only a 

youth’  
 

A “YouCat” 
nugget  

courtesy of 
the Office of 
Youth and 

Young Adult 
Ministry 

 
youcat.org

ST. ELIZABETH 
SETON STAFF  

PARADE 

Second grade teachers 
Tammi Tremmel and  
Donavan Soulek wave at 
kindergartner Caleb Figge 
during the St. Elizabeth 
Seton teacher parade. 
Since the students attend 
the school from all over Rapid City and the surrounding area, teachers lined up, 6-feet apart, 
in front of the school while parents and their children passed the line of teachers holding up-
lifting signs. Many of the students held up signs as well. (Above right) Jana Thies, child devel-
opment director, and Susan Oleson, first grade teacher, show their homemade signs to the 
students as they drive by. (WRC photos)

Weeks before the spread of the coron-
avirus had consumed the attention of com-
munities across the country, Assistant 
Principal for Academics Christopher Smith 
was already thinking about what it might 
mean for Red Cloud. 

“A friend who works at a school in San 
Francisco reached out and let me know that 
they were closing,” he said. “And I thought, 
this could happen for us eventually, too. So 
I started to do some research, looking at 
case studies of what was happening in Asia. 
I made a spreadsheet for myself of questions 
and decisions we would need to make if we 
switched to virtual learning.”  

Then South 
Dakota announced its 
first cases of COVID-
19, and Red Cloud’s 
teachers and adminis-
trators, including 
Christopher, came to-
gether to take action. 
Instead of closing, 
they made the deci-
sion to take two days off of school, to give 
teachers time to prepare, and then to launch 
a full distance learning program for all 
grades, kindergarten through high school.  

“When I learned that we were going to 
be transitioning to virtual learning, I quickly 
pulled up the spreadsheet I’d started. The 
first thing we did was identify where we had 
gaps in Internet access, for both students 
and teachers, and make a plan for address-
ing those gaps,” said Smith. “Once we did 
that, we started to ask questions about the 
structures we’d need to have in place to en-
sure student learning was still happening.”  

Having access to the right technology 
has been “such a blessing” according to Su-
perintendent Moira Coomes. Several years 
ago, Red Cloud developed a plan to go 
“one-to-one”—essentially putting laptop 
computers into the hands of each and every 
Red Cloud student, from kindergarten 
through high school. As a result, Red Cloud 
students have been able to continue their 
education, almost seamlessly, in the midst of 
a public health emergency. 

New Ways of Learning  
For teachers and students alike, distance 

learning has presented its own learning 
curve. Science teacher Isaac Piepszowski 
used a variety of approaches — from live 
discussions to interactive video presenta-

tions — to present material during the first 
few days of virtual learning, and then asked 
his students for feedback on what worked 
and what didn’t.  

“I’ve got some really good information 
from the kids that I’m going to implement,” 
he said.  

Integrating hands-on work that can be 
done in a science lab is a challenge — but 
Isaac has already found some effective solu-
tions. 

“It’s definitely a challenge, because my 
classes are typically very hands-on and ex-
perimental,” he explained. “But I’ve found a 
good program that allows you to embed in-

teractive question-
ing in a video. So I 
can pre-record 
myself running 
through a lab, and 
then pause it at cer-
tain points in the 
video and ask stu-
dents to think crit-
ically about what’s 

going on in the experiment, and ask for 
feedback on what they are seeing.”  

Providing Healthy Meals  
One of the biggest hurdles in launching 

distance learning was finding a way to con-
tinue to provide fresh, nourishing breakfasts 
and lunches to Red Cloud students, who 
live many miles apart across the reservation 
and depend on school meals. For Coomes, 
it was one of the most critical questions to 
be answered.  

“The big part of this effort is about edu-
cation, but we all know that school is not 
just about the academic part ... we really 
needed to determine how to make sure our 
students stayed nourished.”  

A plan was developed to use Red Cloud’s 
existing bus routes to deliver lunches. 
Working together with parish staff, lunch 
pick-up locations were set at Red Cloud 
churches across the reservation. Staff came 
together to train on how to load and deliver 
lunches while maintaining social distancing 
requirements, and then hit the road.  

It took a village — but now all Red 
Cloud students are participating in distance 
learning, and continuing to learn and grow 
in the midst of this public health crisis. 

(Article and photo provided by Red Cloud 
Indian School. Read more at www.redcloud 
school.org)

RED CLOUD TURNS TO DISTANCE LEARNING
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Trolls World Tour 
(Universal) 
CNS — Animated musical follow-up to the 
2016 original in which the pair at the  
center of the first story, the ever- 
optimistic queen (voice of Anna Kendrick) 
of the pop-music trolls and her more  
fearful best friend (voice of Justin  
Timberlake) discover that there are other 
nations of their kind, each dedicated to a 
particular genre of melody and that the 
malicious sovereign (voice of Rachel 
Bloom) of the hard-rock tribe is out to 
conquer or destroy all the rest. As the duo 
embarks on a quest to unite everyone in 
resistance to this move, the ruler’s pal 
tries to work up the courage to tell her 
that he loves her. With its psychedelic 
palette, upbeat energy and fun interludes 
of song, returning director Walt Dohrn’s 
adventure is a delightful diversion, one 
that also carries lessons about tolerance, 
respect for differing identities and the 
power of self-sacrificing love. Only a bit of 
very mild potty humor and the potentially  
confusing origin of a new character may 
prove bothersome to the parents of the 
youngest viewers. An unusual birth, a 
brief scatological sight gag. The Catholic 
News Service classification is A-II − adults 
and adolescents. The Motion Picture As-
sociation rating is PG − parental guidance 
suggested. Some material may not be 
suitable for children. 
 
The film is currently streaming on  
Amazon Prime, Apple TV, YouTube and 
other outlets.

Stephanie Weinert’s Instagram followers have 
come to expect unfiltered captions to go with her 
pretty pictures. That’s why she has amassed 7,000 
followers, who click on images of her five young 
children and, in doing so, access her tips on skin-
care, home decor and liturgical living.   

Each one is offered up in the spirit of sister-
hood: Here’s what works for me, maybe it’ll help 
you too. The 39-year-old Catholic from Char-
lotte, N.C., has made a habit of sharing from the 
heart, starting with her days as 
a radio host and continuing 
now as a homeschooling 
mom and a Beautycounter 
senior director.  

 Instagram suits her well, rendering her a 
stand-in big sister whose extended captions 
feel like  mid-conversation with an old 
friend.   

“I stopped doing this stupid thing I’ve 
done pretty much my whole life,” she wrote 
last month in a post. “I stopped saying ‘I’m 
fine’ when someone asks me how I’m doing. 
And it’s been life changing.”  

  The text accompanied a picture of 
Stephanie holding her infant Beckett, smiling 
over her shoulder with a cascade of blond 
curls.  

 A riveting 400-word message followed: “I 
hate being a burden, and it’s always felt easier to just 
say ‘fine’ than to share hard stuff. But the truth is, when 
we tell our mom, our sister, our pastor, our bestie or our 
barista that we’re fine, we not only rob ourselves of the 
chance to be blessed, we also rob ourselves of the chance 
to be a blessing to others.”  

A host of happy encounters flashed in Stephanie’s mind, each 
one the result of giving an honest answer to a generic inquiry of how 
she’s doing. The woman behind her in a Trader Joe’s check-out who 
bought Stephanie flowers after learning her baby has special needs. 
Her longtime hairdresser who opened up about her struggles as a 
single mom. The woman at church who spoke freely about her chal-
lenges with college-aged children.  

The lesson was clear, and Stephanie spelled it out online: “When 

I stopped saying ‘fine’ and started taking 10 intentional seconds to 
speak the truth, I found connection, solidarity, useful tips, hugs, 
humor and prayer support. I’ve made new friends and deepened old 
ones.”  

Moving beyond “I’m fine” means sharing trials and triumphs. 
Stephanie had hesitated to talk about her business success, but has 
learned to open up. “I can do it in a way that honors God and also 
invites other women to come learn from me,” she said. 

She concluded her post with brutal honesty: “So here’s me on a 
Wednesday. I’m not fine. I’m three months out from a traumatic 

labor and emergency C-
section, followed by a 
surprise heart-defect 
diagnosis and then a  
shocking Down  
Syndrome diagnosis. 
It’s been hard and 
emotional. Transition-
ing to five kids has also 
been tough. ... My 
God, my amazing  
husband and beautiful 
friends lift me up and 
help me see the beauty 
in the chaos.     ... Your 
turn. How are you 
doing? How can I pray 
for you today?”  

Hundreds of people 
responded.  

“Really burnt out,” one woman wrote.  
“The last 8-12 months I have not been in control,”  

another wrote. “To top it off, I can’t seem to pray or go to 
confession.”  

“I’m not fine either,” another mom wrote. “I feel like I’ve 
been in survival mode for a long time.” 

Foster-care struggles were recounted. Infertility. Unemployment.  
“Whew,” Stephanie said of the many comments. “We are a hurt-

ing world.”  
The best response is honesty: to make others feel less alone and 

to “witness to a story of grace,” she said. “God is with us in the good 
and the hard — and other people are too. I’ve learned this firsthand, 
and it’s such a relief and a blessing.”

Christina 
Capecchi 

 
Freelance  

writer 
 

Inver Grove 
Heights, Minn. 

I’m not fine’: the power of an honest answer

 “When I stopped saying ‘fine’  
and started taking 10 intentional 

seconds to speak the truth, I 
found connection, solidarity,  
useful tips, hugs, humor and 

prayer support. I’ve made new 
friends and deepened old ones.”  
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