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VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
In cooperation with Italian emer-
gency measures, the Vatican has 
closed St. Peter’s Square and 
Basilica to tourists starting March 
10 through April 3. 

The new measure, announced 
March 10, was the latest move by 
the Vatican to help stop the spread 
of the coronavirus by reducing ac-
cess to places that attract large 
groups of people. On March 8, the 
Vatican closed the Vatican Muse-
ums, the necropolis and other mu-
seums connected with the 
Vatican. 

“In coordination with meas-
ures introduced by Italian author-
ities,” the Vatican said in a 
communique, “starting today, St. 
Peter’s Square and Basilica will be 
closed to guided tours and 
tourists.” 

Italian police were located as 
usual at the perimeter around the 
square that separates Vatican City 
State and Italian territory, as well 
as under the colonnade. But they 
were not allowing people to enter 
the square unless they could doc-
ument it was for work reasons or 
other exceptions currently allowed 
by Italian law. 

A small number of tourists 
could be seen taking selfies out-
side the square, and a group of 
tourists was looking for informa-
tion about the Wednesday general 
audience. The March 11 audience 
was not going to be a public event 
but was to feature Pope Francis 

offering his catechesis broadcast 
online on Vatican media outlets. 

The decision to close St. Peter’s 
followed a major measure imple-
mented by the Italian government 
March 9, discouraging people na-
tionwide from all unessential 
travel and from leaving their 
homes unless it was for work, get-
ting food, medicines or seeing a 
doctor. 

Churches and places of wor-
ship in Italy are allowed to stay 
open, but they must guarantee 
people stay three feet apart and 
avoid congregating. All civil and 
religious ceremonies like wed-
dings and funerals are not allowed 
until after April 3. 

St. Peter’s Square is Vatican 
territory, according to the Lateran 
Pacts agreement signed in 1929 
between the Italian government 
and the Vatican. But since the 
Vatican is surrounded by Italian 
territory, the agreement allowed 
Italian police to provide security 
and law enforcement in the square 
and the entrance area of the Vati-
can Museums. 

Visitors tour the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican Museums in this Feb. 21, 2020, file photo. The Vatican announced 
March 8 that the Vatican Museums will be closed until April 3 as a precaution against spread of the coronavirus. 
Also closed for the same duration are the necropolis under St. Peter’s Basilica, museums at the pontifical villa at 
Castel Gandolfo, and the museums of the papal basilicas. Italy is in a state of extreme lockdown. 
(CNS photo/Paul Haring) (CNS photo/Paul Haring) 

St. Peter’s Square, Basilica closed 
BY CAROL GLATZ
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Scheduling:
Pastoral Ministry Days, Canceled ......................................................................................................See p. 11 
Catholic Social Services Palm Sunday Brunch, Canceled ................................................................See p. 18  
Family Life Ministries ... The Coronavirus situation is fluid and evolving. We are examining all options  
possible for converting events to an online platform. We are making efforts to ensure that we respect the 
guidance and the spirit of the restrictions in place to limit exposure and transmission of the virus.
If you are interested in an event, please register, so that we have your contact information, in the event that 
we are able to hold events online, we can pass that information on to you. 
Pastoral Center Construction Tour, March 20, 3-6 p.m. The new pastoral center is at 225 Main Street,  
Rapid City. Follow the signs for building access. No preregistration needed. If you have tour questions  
contact Todd Tobin at 343-3541.  
Chancery Offices Closed, Tuesday-Friday, April 21-24. To allow staff time to move to the remodeled bluiding 
and set up offices.  

Before attending any event please check ahead of time
Main Chancery 605-343-3541, Chancery Annex 605-716-5214  

Diocesan Website www.rapidcitydiocese.orgDiocesan Website www.rapidcitydiocese.org  Diocesan Website www.rapidcitydiocese.org  Diocesan Website www.rapidcitydiocese.org
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Terra Sancta Retreat Center 605-716-0925, terrasancta.orgTerra Sancta Retreat Center 605-716-0925, terrasancta.org  Terra Sancta Retreat Center 605-716-0925, terrasancta.org  Terra Sancta Retreat Center 605-716-0925, terrasancta.org
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esti, the Metropolitan 
and qualified staff will 
conduct an initial as-
sessment. If an investi-
gation is warranted, 
the Metropolitan will 
send an assessment to 
the appropriate au-
thority within the 
Holy See. Within 30 
days, the Holy See will 
determine if a formal 
investigation is war-
ranted.  If so, it will au-
thorize a bishop to 
oversee the investiga-
tion. If an investiga-
tion is ordered, it will 
be undertaken by qualified experts, includ-
ing lay persons. Normally, the investigation 
must be completed within 90 days of re-
ceiving the order from the Holy See.  The 
conclusions of the investigation will be sent 
to the Holy See, since it is the Holy Father 
who disciplines bishops. Once the Holy See 
receives the conclusions of an investigation, 
the Holy See will initiate the appropriate 
process that will lead to a final judgement.  

CBAR is a church system. As with all 
cases of reported abuse, those who receive 
the reports from CBAR are required to re-
port to and cooperate with civil authorities.  

Allegations against U.S. bishops may be 
reported through CBAR (800-276-1562). 
This information will also be available on 
the diocesan web site, from the victim as-
sistance coordinator (605-209-3418)) or 
the diocese offices (605-343-3541).  
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The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and  
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young  people. 
To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim  To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim  To report allegations of sexual abuse by
Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach 
to victims, she can be contacted  privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has 
caller ID and messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. 
Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil  
authorities. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving  
children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the 
Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. 

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on 
the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocesethe diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
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In the years since 2002 when the Charter 
for the Protection of Children and Young Peo-
ple was implemented in our diocese and ple was implemented in our diocese and ple
throughout the United States, we have 
made progress in our efforts to respond to 
the victims of abuse. There is more that can 
be done, and we know that we need to stay 
vigilant and work continuously to improve 
our efforts. One such improvement will be 
implemented in the United States this 
month. It will specifically address the need 
for accountability for the bishops of our 
country.  

Pope Francis met in February 2019 with 
the heads of the bishop’s conferences 
throughout the world to discuss the abuse 
crisis and especially the need to create a way 
to hold bishops accountable for alleged 
abuse and/or intentional interference in in-
vestigations into alleged abuse by others 
under their authority.  

Following that meeting the Holy Father 
released his apostolic letter, Vos estis lux 
mundi (“You are the Light of the World”), mundi (“You are the Light of the World”), mundi
commonly referred to as Vos estis. With the 
document, the Pope called all conferences 
of bishops through the world to develop 
third-party reporting systems specifically 
for allegations of abuse involving a bishop 
or of a bishop intentionally interfering in a 
civil or church investigation into an allega-
tion of sexual abuse. The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 
has established the Catholic Bishops Abuse 
Reporting Service or CBAR. It is impor-
tant to understand several things about 
CBAR. 

The system, although set up by the bish-
ops of the United States, is not monitored 
by them. An independent firm called Con-
vercent Inc. has been contracted to create 
and oversee the reporting process.   

Reports made through this service will 
be sent promptly to appropriate church per-
sonnel and, as warranted, civil authorities 
for investigation purposes. The reports will 
otherwise remain confidential. Callers are 
not required to provide a name or contact 
information, although they 
may choose to do so to facil-
itate the process. Once a re-
port is submitted, the caller 
will be given an access num-
ber which will allow them to 
receive updates on the 
progress of the case they 
have shared.  

This reporting system may be used to re-
port the actions or inactions of living U.S. 
Catholic bishops.  Allegations of abuse in-
volving a bishop who has died or other 
church personnel should be reported 
through the diocesan Victim Assistance 
Coordinator, Barbara Scherr, who can be 
contacted by calling the VAC cell phone 
605-209-3418. Victims of sexual abuse (or 
any other crime) should contact local law 
enforcement.   

It is also important to understand that 
the only reports that can be filed through 
CBAR are those that involve sexual abuse 
of children or vulnerable adults or the in-
tentional interference in a civil or church in-
vestigation into an allegation of sexual 

abuse. Other complaints about the bishop 
— such as parish assignments, church clos-
ings, diocesan administration or homily 
contents — should be addressed directly to 
your bishop (or diocesan administrator) and 
not through CBAR. It is important to hear 
this and understand it. The bishops of our 
country are focused on and concerned about 
abuse victims. Our bishops want abuse vic-
tims to be heard and to receive the church’s 
offering of justice, mercy and healing. If a 

variety of other complaints 
come in, it will prevent the 
bishops from focusing on 
those who have been victims 
of abuse.  

Once a report is submit-
ted to CBAR, it will be sent 
to the metropolitan in the 

province where the accused bishop, active 
or retired, is living. The Catholic Church di-
vides the world into dioceses. Dioceses are 
then grouped into provinces for governance 
purposes. Each province has an archbishop 
who is also called a Metropolitan. Our 
province includes the dioceses in Min-
nesota, North Dakota and South Dakota.  
Our Metropolitan is Archbishop Bernard 
Hebda of Saint Paul and Minneapolis. (If 
the report concerns the archbishop himself, 
the report will be sent to the bishop in the 
province who has the most seniority by 
virtue of ordination.)  

Upon receiving a report, the Metropoli-
tan will determine if the case falls within 
the Vos esti provisions. If not, it will be re-
ferred to the proper authorities within the 
church. If it does meet the provision of Vos 

ReportBishopReportBishop
Abuse.orgAbuse.org

or (800) 276-1562 

Independent firm to oversee allegations against bishops



Fr. Garbacz convicted on 65 counts in Federal Court
United States Attorney Ron Parsons announced Mar. 11, that Fr. Marcin Garbacz, age 

41, was found guilty by a federal trial jury of 50 counts of  Wire Fraud, nine counts of 
Money Laundering, one count of  Transportation of Stolen Money, and five counts of 

Making and Subscribing a False Tax Return following a week-long jury 
trial at the federal courthouse in Rapid City.  

Evidence at trial established that Father Garbacz, a priest with the 
Catholic Diocese in Rapid City, devised a scheme to steal monies collected 
from parishioners at various church services. He used the money to pur-
chase expensive personal items.  

Once he was made aware of the federal investigation, Father Garbacz 
drained his bank account of more than $50,000 and bought a one-way 
plane ticket to Poland. He was arrested by federal agents at Seattle-Tacoma 
International Airport in May 2019 just before his flight was to depart.  

A sentencing date will be scheduled. Father Garbacz was remanded to 
the custody of the U.S. Marshals Service pending sentencing. Each count 
carries a penalty of time in a federal prison, fines, supervised release, and 
in cases of filing false tax returns restitution may be required. 

He was suspended from ministry in May 2018 by then diocesan Bishop Robert Gruss.  
Diocesan Administrator Fr. Michel Mulloy has released the following statement: “As 

the events that led up to this trial and the trial itself unfolded, I thought of Jesus’ parable 
of the Good Samaritan. I saw the man lying in the ditch, beaten and bruised. In the face 
and body of that injured man, I imagined all the people who have been wounded by this 
experience. Then, I saw Jesus bandaging his wounds and pouring in healing ointment, of-
fering the injured man comfort and hope.  

“Now that this trial is completed, I pray that all of us who have been injured will allow 
Jesus to bandage and heal our wounds and help us to move forward toward hope with the 
same mercy and love that he has shown to us.”
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Diocesan Administrator’s Calendar 
Subject to Change Without Notice

Dr. Paula Sorensen 
Dr. Eyrn Caudill 

Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care 

2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702 (next to Pizza Hut)

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES 
www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com

• Contact Lens Specialists  
   including bifocal contact lenses 
• Great frames & sunglasses 
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management 
• Family & second pair discounts 
• Urgent eye care for infections,  
   foreign body removal & other eye problems

THANK YOU FROM  
SR. JANE FRANCES MULLANEY, OSB

Sister Jane Frances Mullaney of St. Martin Monastery expresses 
her heartfelt thanks to all who remembered her on her 100th  
birthday. The cards, gifts, flowers, and messages which she  

received were very meaningful. In gratitude she remembers in 
prayer those who have touched her life in the one hundred years. 
Her birthday was celebrated with an open house at the monastery 

on February 5, 2020.

OPEN HOUSE FOR SR. MARMION HOWE, OSB
Sunday, March 29, 2020, Sr, Marmion Howe, OSB  

will celebrate her 100th birthday. Cards may be sent to her at  
St. Martin Monastery,  1851 City Springs Road, Rapid City, SD 

57702. A planned open house will be rescheduled on a later date.

St. Martin MonasterySt. Martin Monastery

B I R T H D A Y S !

March 18, Wednesday
8:20 a.m. Reconciliation, St. Thomas More 
Middle School, Cathedral 
March 23, Monday
8 a.m. Real Presence Radio On-Air Live, 
94.7/89.9 FM 
March 24, Tuesday
1 p.m. Catholic Social Services Workshop for 
Chancery Staff, Terra Sancta  
4 p.m. Reconciliation, Blessed Sacrament 
Church, Rapid City 
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board 
Meeting, CSS Building 
March 25, Wednesday
9:30 a.m. Cabinet Leader Meeting, Chancery  
March 27, Friday
8:30 a.m. Reconciliation, St. Elizabeth Seton 
Elementary School, Terra Sancta 
5 p.m. Presentation on Sacrificial Love,  
St. John Church, Custer  
March 31, Tuesday
6 p.m. Reconciliation Service at Piedmont 

April 1, Wednesday
8 a.m. College of Consultors Meeting,  
Rapid City 
1 p.m. Casa Maria Board Meeting, Piedmont 
April 2, Thursday
8 a.m. Staff Mass/Gathering, Terra Sancta 
5:30 p.m. Mass of Healing and Reparation, 
Child Abuse Prevention Month, Holy Cross 
Chapel, Terra Sancta 
April 6, Monday
8 a.m. Real Presence Radio On-Air Live, 
94.7/89.9 FM 
April 9, Holy Thursday  
7 p.m. Mass, St. Martin Monastery 

April 10, Good Friday
7 p.m. Service, St. Martin Monastery 
April 11, Holy Saturday 
8:19 p.m. Mass, St. Martin Monastery 
April 12, Easter Sunday 
11 a.m. Mass, St. Martin Monastery  
April 15, Wednesday
9:30 a.m. Cabinet Leader Meeting, Chancery    
April 17, Friday
Central Plains Commission Meeting,  
Sacred Heart Church, Dupree  
April 18, Saturday
2 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,  
St. Anthony Church, Red Owl 
2:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Anthony 
Church, Red Owl 
6 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,  
St. Joseph Church, Faith 
7 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Joseph 
Church, Faith 
April 19, Sunday
10 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,  
St. Anthony Church, Buffalo 
11 a.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Anthony 
Church, Buffalo 
April 20, Monday
5 p.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting,  
St. John Church, Ft. Pierre 
6 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. John Church, 
Ft. Pierre  

Many events are pending. 
Please check with parishes 
and organizations in case of 

last minute changes. 

@RapidCitydiorc @RapidCitydiorcDioceseofRapidCity

or online: www.rapidcitydiocese.org

FR. MARCIN

GARBACZ

(2017 file 
photo) 

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

CANCELLED
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Puzzles 
DVDs 
CDs 
Jewelry 

Coffees & Teas 
Holy Cards 
Medals 
Statues

We invite you to stop in
at the Mustard Seed where we have 
greeting cards, books, Bibles and  
devotional materials for adults and 
children that will enhance your 
Easter experience.

Easter is more than
just chocolate eggs and Easter  
baskets. As Catholics, we need to  
encourage the truth of the season by 
giving gifts and other reminders of 
faith to our friends and loved ones. 

*Remember your RCIA Candidates 
and Catechumens*

Diocese of Rapid City — Vacancy Announcement
Applications are being accepted for the position of Director of the Office of Native American 
Ministries for the Diocese of Rapid City.   
FUNCTIONS: To serve the Native American people within the Diocese of Rapid City. To bring 
the richness of the Native American community into full participation in the life of the dio-
cese. To serve as a source of support to local Tekakwitha Circles, Sioux Spiritual Center,  
Pastoral Teams and any other Catholic Native American organizations. To serve as an  
advisor to Catholic Social Services personnel in matters related to life skills or leadership 
programming for Native Americans as generated by CSS including the Lakota Circles of 
Hope. To serve as an ex-officio member of the Board of Directors of the Sioux Spiritual  
Center. To coordinate and oversee the Canku Wakan weekends.  
QUALIFICATIONS: Practicing Catholic; Enrolled member of a Native American Tribe.  College 
studies and/or a background in pastoral ministry, religious education, liturgy, and lay  
leadership reflecting Vatican II and the contemporary church; Experience of traditional tribal 
life, culture and religion. Excellent office management skills. 
For a complete job description and application form go to the diocesan website at: 
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/employment-native-american-ministries/https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/employment-native-american-ministries/
APPLICATION PROCESS: Interested individuals should submit via e-mail or regular mail, a 
cover letter along with a completed application form to  or: msimonson@diorc.orgcover letter along with a completed application form to  or: msimonson@diorc.org
Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709. 
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package. Open until filled.
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Sioux Falls 
Ordination 
Bishop Donald E.  
DeGrood gives a  
blessing to the  
congregation at the 
conclusion of his epis-
copal ordination and in-
stallation Mass as the 
ninth bishop of Sioux 
Falls, S.D., at the 
Cathedral of St. Joseph 
in Sioux Falls Feb. 13. 
Bishop DeGrood was 
ordained a priest of the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis and 
prior to his appointment 
was a pastor in Savage, 
Minn. (CNS photo/ 
Michael G. Brown  
Photography) 

A letter from the Diocesan Administrator 
Fr. Michel Mulloy regarding changes to Mass

The Rapid City Catholic School System is now accepting 
applications for a full time, year round Director of Event 
Planning and Public Relations. Duties include planning  
and overseeing fundraising events, soliciting  
donations, designing advertisements and 
other materials, and networking throughout 
the community.  

Information available at  
rccss.org/district-information/employment-opportunities 

Molly Rausch 605-348-1477 or mrausch@rccss.org

March 4, 2020  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
We are all aware of the public health concerns that have spread to our country in  

recent weeks due to the various strains of viral flu and upper respiratory illnesses that 
have been reported. Whereas it is good to be cautious, we have no reason to be fearful. 
There are practical choices individuals can make to help reduce the risk of infection and 
there are certain liturgical practices which can be modified to be prudent in times when 
risks are particularly high.  

Common practices that help prevent the spread of illness include washing hands  
frequently, including before and after Mass, avoiding contact with possible sources of 
contamination and refraining from touching one’s eyes, mouth or nose, all places where 
any virus can easily be introduced. Using hand sanitizer is also helpful in situations 
where soap and water are not present.  

In addition to these precautions, all Catholic people need to understand that missing 
Mass because of illness is not sinful. Rather, it is a heightened form of charity toward 
others to stay home from Mass when you are ill. Persons who are sick or caring for  
someone who is sick and cannot be left unattended are requested to remain home from 
Mass to avoid spreading viral infections to others.  

After consulting with the priests of the diocese and noting the decisions of several 
other dioceses in the United States, we will also take some additional precautions in 
our diocese with the following temporary directives. These are not permanent changes 
to our celebration of the Mass.  

First, I would ask all pastors to suspend the distribution of the Blood of Christ to 
the assembly until further notice. We believe that we receive Christ, Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity, in both forms of Holy Communion, and it is only necessary to receive 
under one form. While receiving under both forms is a fuller sign which we have prac-
ticed in the United States for many years, Communion is not diminished when only 
one form is offered.  

Second, I would ask that all parishioners offer the Sign of Peace to one another  
verbally without shaking hands or engaging in other forms of touch. Exchanging a  
gesture of peace in anticipation of the reception of our Lord in Communion is a beau-
tiful and meaningful part of the Mass. It is not necessary to eliminate this ritual com-
pletely. However, it is prudent to temporarily modify the gesture to a verbal greeting. 
Other forms of greeting, such as waving, are not in keeping with the dignity of this mo-
ment.  

Third, the general guidelines do not prescribe a particular posture or gesture during 
the Our Father, so, although it is common in many communities to hold hands during 
this prayer, please refrain from doing so during this time of heightened concern about 
the spread of disease.  

Finally, while every parishioner always has the option to receive communion in the 
hand or on the tongue, you might consider receiving in the hand for the time being to 
avoid the possibility of transferring saliva to the hand of the communion minister and 
then to another communicant. This last guideline is not required but offered for each 
person’s consideration.  

My brother priests and I will monitor this situation and consult with knowledgeable 
advisors. You will be notified when we determine that it is reasonably safe to begin these 
ritual practices again.  

May God bless you and protect you from all illness, now and always.  
Sincerely in Christ,  
 
 
 
Diocesan Administrator 
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Editor’s note: During the Year of the Eucharist church teachings have been made available to 
parishes for their bulletins. In case the parish is unable to include the teachings they are reprinted 
here. They are also in a Podcast, www.rapidcitydiocese.org/Podcast.

March 21-22  
Communion Procession 
Each of us comes forward in the  
Communion procession to renew our 
personal participation in the covenant in 
the body and blood of Christ. We also 
come forward to renew our deep desire 
for Jesus and it fulfills our deepest long-
ing to be nourished by him. This is 
 expressed in a tangible way in bowing 
our head and in our “Amen.” This partici-
pation in the covenant of the body and 
blood of Christ unites us with one an-
other. We are invited to express our joy 
through the singing of the Communion 
song. Bulletin support  

March 28-29  
Intimate Encounter 
Our most intimate encounter with Jesus 
is the reception of him in Holy Commun-
ion. A significant time of silence is 
needed following the communion song, 
to allow the faithful to listen to the voice 
of the Lord in the stillness of our hearts. 
The silence following Communion also 
allows us the opportunity to give thanks 
in prayer with him who is now within us 
in the most intimate way. A song of 
thanksgiving following the silence can 
also help us express our love and  
gratitude.  

Follow our Podcast teachings for Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week and Easter.  

April 18-19 
The Post Communion Prayer  
The Communion Rite ends with the Post 
Communion Prayer. This prayer is  
preceded by silence and perhaps also a 
song of thanksgiving. A Post Commun-
ion prayer is prayed by all of us through 
the priest who seeks to ask the Father 
to make active the fruits of this  
communion.  
 
April 25-26  
Eucharistic Adoration  
Before moving on to speak about the 
Concluding Rites of the Mass, it is  
important to pause and reflect on  
Eucharistic adoration. Jesus continues 
to be present with us in the Eucharistic 
Species. The blood of Christ is con-
sumed at the end of Communion. The 
body of Christ is reserved in the taberna-
cle. In addition, we have times of exposi-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament when the 
Eucharist is displayed in the monstrance 
to allow us to adore the Lord who  
remains present with us in this unique 
manner. As Catholics we have the privi-
lege of visiting the Church, praying  
before the Blessed Sacrament, either in 
the tabernacle or exposed in the  
monstrance. This prayer before the Lord 
present in the Blessed Sacrament is a 
continuation of our Communion with 
him.  

The Rapid City Catholic School System will 
have openings for faculty and support 
staff for the 2020-2021 school year.

Information available at  
rccss.org/district-information/employment-opportunities 

Molly Rausch 605-348-1477 or mrausch@rccss.org

Ruby Matejcik is a member of Blessed Sacrament Church and works as the Events 
Coordinator at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, both churches are in Rapid 
City. 

“I go to Mass at either Blessed Sacrament Church or the Cathedral. For me going to 
Mass is the primary way of showing God I love him,” she said.  

Matejcik had her first communion in the Philippines, at St. Scholastica’s Academy, an 
all-girls Catholic school. All of us first-graders received our first communion in uniform 
communion gowns and veils. I remember how special I felt that day,” said Matejcik. “Oddly, 
I also remember the delicious breakfast our families were served after Mass.” 

She said she feels God’s presence in many ways during Mass 
— in the people around her, through the priest, in the music,  
readings and in the Holy Eucharist. 

“Receiving the body of Christ is important to me because it 
brings me closer to him, wherever I am at that point in time,” she 
said.  

She shares her love of Christ as a staff member of the Cathe-
dral. “I am able to share my experience by helping organize special 
events that bring together the community for joyful celebrations 
of the holy Mass, and delicious receptions in the hall afterwards,” 
she said.  

(Editor’s note: During the Year of the Eucharist the West River 
Catholic is asking people  to express their feelings on receiving  
Communion.) 

‘Going to Mass is the primary way of showing God I love him

RUBY MATEJCIK
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BY JULIE ASHER   
WASHINGTON — Marian Father 

Donald Calloway believes the Holy Spirit 
wants to draw Catholics’ attention to St. 
Joseph, husband of Mary and earthly father 
of Jesus, “in a major way.” 

“We need to entrust ourselves to his 
spiritual care at this very difficult time in 
the world and in the church,” the priest told 
Catholic News Service. 

“Today the church is dealing with an-
thropological crises in the world,” he said.  
“Many countries are seeking to redefine 
marriage, men do not understand what it 
means to be a family, women do not under-
stand what it means to be a woman, divorce 
rates are at an all-time high, and families are 
falling apart everywhere. 

“We need his loving and strong father-
hood to help us return order to our homes," 
Father Calloway added. 

To that end he is urging individuals, 
couples, groups, schools, parishes, dioceses 
and the entire church to consecrate them-
selves to St. Joseph. 

“In ages past whenever there was some 
difficulty the church was involved in, popes 
and saints would turn to Our Lady as a 
remedy,” he explained. “This remains neces-
sary for our times as well, of course, but 
today when so many families lack a father, 
scandals among clergy — our spiritual fa-
thers — have occurred in the church, we 
need to look to St. Joseph for answers." 

In his new book, “Consecration to St. 

Joseph: The Wonders of Our Spiritual  
Father,” published by Marian Press, Father 
Calloway outlines a 33-day preparation  
period in Part 1, includes several readings 
on the “Wonders of Our Spiritual Father” 
in Part 2 and several prayers to St. Joseph 
in Part 3. 

“Everything that is needed for an indi-
vidual and a group program is contained in 
the one book. There are no additional man-
uals, workbooks, prayer books or videos," he 
said. 

Father Calloway, who is vicar provincial 
for his order in the United States, the Mar-
ian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception, 
told CNS the demand for his book is “off 
the charts,” with 40,000 copies selling out 
in six weeks; 80,000 more are being printed. 
Spanish, French and Polish translations “are 
in the works” and he’s received requests for 
Italian and Arabic versions. 

He also has a website: https://www.conHe also has a website: https://www.con
secrationtostjoseph.orgsecrationtostjoseph.org, and a 33-part series 
of one-minute videos launched on YouTube 
Feb. 16. 

And there’s more. To date at least three 
U.S. bishops have declared a Year of St. 
Joseph for their dioceses for this year: 
Bishop Peter J. Jugis of Charlotte, North 
Carolina; Bishop David L. Ricken of Green 
Bay, Wisconsin; and Bishop J. Douglas 
Deshotel of Lafayette, Louisiana. 

It’s for all these reasons he thinks the 
Holy Spirit wants Catholics to focus on St. 
Joseph. “This is spreading like wildfire,”  
remarked Father Calloway, who lives in 
Steubenville, Ohio. 

He said Catholics need only consider 
the many titles St. Joseph has to see why he 
is the role model for these times. He is the 
head of the Holy Family of course, but he 
also is called “Pillar of Families,” “Glory of 
Domestic Life,” Guardian of Virgins” and 
“Terror of Demons,” the priest said. 

“He is still under appreciated because 
most Catholics have the wrong impression 
of St. Joseph,” Father Calloway said.  

This year marks the 150th anniversary of 
Blessed Pius IX’s proclamation of St Joseph 
as patron of the universal church. The cur-
rent pope has a special devotion to the man 
who raised Jesus: “I love St Joseph very 
much because he is a strong and silent 
man,” Pope Francis has said. 

Church, world need St. Joseph’s  
spiritual care in tough timesST. JOSEPH

DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE

TO REGISTER VISIT: STJOSEPHCONFERENCE.COM

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2020

THE WONDERS OF OUR SPIRITUAL FATHER

7:00 AM - Registration (free will offering) 
8:15 AM - Mass - Fr. Donald Calloway  
10:00 AM - Welcome Fr. Tim Hoag 
10:30 AM - Session 1 - Fr. Calloway -  
Consecration to St. Joseph: The Wonders  
of our Spiritual Father 
12:00 Lunch 
2:00 PM Session 2 - Fr. Calloway -  
The Eucharist: A Call to Conversion 
3:00 PM Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
3:30 - 4:30 PM - Confession available 
5:30 PM - Blessed Sacrament Regular Mass

Register online at 
St.JosephConference.com 
 
There is no cost to register. Registering online 
helps us plan our lunch numbers. A free will  
offering will be taken at the conference.

FR. DONALD CALLOWAY, MIC 
Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC, a prominent Marian priest, exhibits 
an unmistakable zeal for the priesthood and devotion to Our 
Lady. He is a well-known conference speaker on Divine Mercy 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. He speaks passionately about 
these topics in his moving conversion story. He is the author of 
several books his most recent being Consecration to  
St. Joseph: The Wonders of our Spiritual Father. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2020 
BLESSED SACRAMENT CHURCH, RAPID CITY



or teaching was di-
rected toward the 
eternal salvation of 
the people with 
whom he interacted.   

“So, too, it ought 
to be with the priest. 
Having received a 
special order from 
God, the priest par-
ticipates in Christ's 
work. His job is to 
serve as a bridge be-
tween God and hu-
manity. Nowhere is 
this more evident 
than in the adminis-
tration of the sacra-
ments where God dispenses his divine life 
to his chosen people through the hands of 
the priest.” 

Becoming a divine physician 
As the Gospels attest, Jesus was a healer 

of body and soul. He came to bring life. He 
came to wage battle against sin and death. 
So, too, in a real way does the priest in 
whom, through his ordination and the 
power of the Holy Spirit, he makes present 
the very body and blood, soul and divinity 
of Jesus Christ.   

It is through ordination and the power 
of the Holy Spirit that the priest, in the 
name of Christ, forgives sins, reconciling 
the human heart back to Christ. It is how 
he brings healing to the sick through the 
sacrament of anointing. The priest is truly 
the divine physician of the soul.  

In addition to investing our lives and 
hearts in young people, we must also pres-
ent a compelling vision of priesthood, reli-
gious life and marriage. We must speak 
clearly, boldly and creatively, both by exam-
ple and by words, the fullness of the beauty 
of these vocations given to us by Jesus. 
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In 2016, Bishop Robert D. Gruss, wrote 
Through Him, With Him, and In Him: A 
Spiritual Guide to the Diocesan Priority Plan. 
Our sacred mission — why we exist as a 
diocese — is expressed very powerfully in 
our priority plan: 

“We, the Diocese of Rapid City, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, are called to 
attract and form intentional disciples who 
joyfully, boldly and lovingly proclaim and 
live the mission of Jesus Christ leading to 
eternal life.” 

In our priority plan we have six core val-
ues that will decide how we are to commu-
nicate and behave as a diocese. Those core 
values are prayer, stewardship, solidarity, 
mercy, family and reconciliation.  

We also have our foundational 
ministries: Sacraments and Wor-
ship, Education and Formation, 
Governance and Finance, Social 
Services and Outreach and Voca-
tions and Evangelization.  

This past month I have been 
reflecting once again on the call 
that all of us have in building a 
vibrant culture of vocations in our 
families, parishes and diocese. In 
my prayer I felt moved by the 
Holy Spirit to return to our 
diocesan priority plan, in partic-
ular the section on Vocations and 
Evangelization, (pages 120-125). 

Everyone’s responsibility
We hear in our priority plan 

that promoting vocations is the 
responsibility of all of us. It must 
involve everyone. This compelling 
quote from the Code of Canon 
Law, of all places, explicitly 
speaks of this responsibility that 
we are all called to embrace:  

“The duty of fostering voca-

tions rests with the entire Christian com-
munity so that the needs of the sacred min-
istry in the universal church are provided 
for sufficiently. This duty especially binds 
Christian families, educators, and in a spe-
cial way, priests, particularly pastors. Dioce-
san bishops, who most especially are to be 
concerned for promoting vocations, are to 
teach the people entrusted to them of the 
importance of the sacred ministry and of 
the needs for ministers in the church in 
order to encourage and support endeavors 
to foster vocations, especially by means of 
projects established for that purpose” (Para-
graph 233).  

Bishop Gruss states that in “dioceses 
where vocations are flourishing, there re-
sides a culture that has created an environ-
ment for young men and women to view 
the priesthood and religious life as a viable 
way of life and to view sacramental mar-
riage as a vocation centered in Christ.”  

The bishop continues that “such an en-
vironment has, in some way, awakened the 
hearts of these young people. At the heart 
of this environment is relational ministry.”  

Invest in young people
One aspect, then, of a vibrant culture of 

vocations is a community willing to invest 
their lives and hearts in young people. 

Several weeks ago, I was in Rome visit-
ing Robert Kinyon, who is a second-year 
theologian at the North American College. 
Robert and I made several day trips to cel-
ebrate the Eucharist.  

One of our stops was to the Sanctuary 
of Saint Maria Goretti in Nettuno; the 
other trip was Bolsena — Orvieto, the place 
in which a eucharistic miracle took place in 
1263. A German priest, Peter of Prague, 
celebrating Mass at the tomb of St. 
Christina, had barely spoken the words of 
consecration when blood started to seep 
from the consecrated host and trickle over 
his hands onto the altar and the corporal. 
These were powerful places which encour-
aged some great conversations. 

In one of our conversations Robert 
shared his desire to become another divine 
physician-Christ. Robert said too many 
people see the priest as simply a counselor 
or social worker rather than the divine 
physician of the soul. In Robert’s words:  

“The priest is an Alter Christus (another Alter Christus (another Alter Christus
Christ) who is called to live in complete 
conformity with Jesus and work as Christ 
in the world. Christ’s mission was funda-
mentally salvific. Every action he performed 
whether it be counseling, feeding, healing, 

Fr. Mark McCormick and seminarian Robert Kinyon by 
the Sanctuary of Saint Maria Goretti in Nettuno, Italy. 
(Courtesy photo)

New Podcast Series
During this Year of the Eucharist, parishes have been provided with 
teachings to help parishioners explore the Mass. Those teachings 
are now available as podcasts. Listen to one, three, or all of them to 
learn more about what happens at the Mass! Visit www.rapidcitylearn more about what happens at the Mass! Visit www.rapidcity
diocese.org/podcasts/diocese.org/podcasts/ or search “Official Podcast for the Diocese of 
Rapid City” on your favorite podcast player! AAmmoonngg tthhee YYeYeYeYeYeYeYeYeYeYeaarr ooff tthhee
EEuucchhaarriisstt tteeaacchhiinnggsssgs,, FFrr.. DDaann JJuueellffsfs aanndd FFrr.. JJoohhnn PPaauull TTrraasskk rreeccoorrddeedd
sseeggmmeennttss eexxppllaaiinniinngg tthhee YYeYeYeYeYeYeYeYeYeYeaarr ooff tthhee EEuucchhaarriisstt aanndd EEaasstteerr..

WWaattcchh ffoorr nneeww lleessssoonn aabboouutt tthhee MMaassss eeaacchh WWeeddnneessddaayy..

Is our diocesan community willing to invest in the hearts of young people?



(This month the fol-
lowing column addresses 
the temporary changes 
made to the celebration 
of the Mass in the Dio-
cese of Rapid City be-
cause of the concerns 
raised by the viral flu. 
These changes do not af-
fect the celebration of the 
Mass in the Extraordi-
nary Rite. Those who 
attend the Latin Mass 
will see no changes. 
However, it is good to 
appreciate these tempo-
rary changes in the 
Novus Ordo. The full 

   letter is on p. 5.)  
Earlier this month, your pastors read for 

you a letter that I prepared offering tempo-
rary guidelines for the celebration of the 
Mass. These were put in place in response 
to recent concerns about the viral flu that 
has been reported here and throughout the 
world. Similar temporary changes in the 
celebration of the Mass have been an-
nounced in many dioceses in the United 
States and around the world. Two aspects 

Learning the Liturgy
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of these directives are worthy of reflection. 
We have suspended the distribution of 

the blood of Christ as a precaution against 
the spread of illness through the sharing of 
a common cup. This action does not dimin-
ish the fullness of our reception of the Lord 
at this sacred time of the Mass. The church 
has long taught that when we receive under 
the form of bread or under the form of 
wine, we are receiving the whole Christ, 
body, blood, soul and divinity. Although re-
ceiving under the form of bread and wine 
was practiced in the early church, for many 
centuries the faithful only received under 
the form of bread. In the United States the 
option to receive under the form of wine 
was granted many years ago. This was done 
as a fuller sign of communing with the 
Lord. Nonetheless, the church has always 
taught that receiving one species is receiving 
the Lord. This is evident in that the recep-
tion of the blood of Christ has always been 
optional except for the priest. In addition, 
those who are gluten intolerant only need 
to receive Christ under the form of wine. 
For those for whom this form of commun-
ion is necessary, please visit with your pastor 
about being able to receive from the cup. In 
the same way that some parishes have low 

gluten hosts on a separate plate for distri-
bution to those who need that, certainly 
provision can be made for an extra, perhaps 
smaller cup to be placed on the altar for 
those who need to receive the Lord in that 
manner.   

This temporary restriction can perhaps 
serve as a reminder for us to be deeply 
grateful for our faith and the opportunity to 
regularly receive Jesus in Holy Commun-
ion. It can even remind us to pray for people 
in those dioceses where Mass has been sus-
pended all together.  

Another provision we have temporarily 
enacted is a verbal exchange of the Sign of 
Peace to limit physical contact. This is not 
intended to diminish the significance of this 
ritual. The Sign of Peace was reintroduced 
to the celebration of the Mass following the 
Second Vatican Council. Some have mis-
understood the reason for this ritual and 
perceived it as a distraction from the prepa-
ration for receiving our Lord in commun-
ion, but the Sign of Peace is about offering 
and accepting the peace of the Lord before 

receiving him in the Eucharist. The priest 
offers us this peace as he says, “The peace of 
the Lord be with you always.” We respond 
and are then invited to offer the peace of 
Christ to one another. This is not a light-
hearted social greeting. We are offering each 
other the peace of Christ and receiving 
Christ’s peace from those around us. This is 
a wonderful way to prepare for the recep-
tion of the Lord in Holy Communion, to 
enter into the unity that he desires for us to 
embrace — with him and with one another. 
Perhaps this temporary restriction on phys-
ical contact can help us to better appreciate 
what this ritual is all about as we sincerely 
turn to look at another and deliberately 
offer them the peace of Christ with the 
words,  “I offer you the peace of Christ” or 
“Christ’s peace be with you.” 

These changes are temporary. In adjust-
ing to them we are invited to open our 
hearts to all that the Lord will continue to 
teach us as he guides his church in our dio-
cese. Parishes will be notified when the 
temporary measures are lifted.  

 

A person illustrates washing hands 
under a tap. Dioceses worldwide 
are taking precautions to guard 
against the spread of the coron-
avirus and reminding parishioners 
to take common sense steps  
related to hygiene in their personal 
lives. (CNS photo/Philip Toscano, 
PA Wire via Reuters)

‘We are receiving the whole Christ, body, blood, soul and divinity’

Common Sense



Several years back, 
the estimable Father 
Paul Scalia observed, 
of some cultural  
idiocy or other, “Who 
knew the end of civi-
lization would be so 
amusing?”  

I detected a subtle 
theological point 
within that mordant 
comment: a point 
worth reflecting upon 
during Lent. Chris-
tians are the people 

who know how history is going to turn out 
— God is, finally, going to get what God 
intended from the beginning, which is the 
Wedding Feast of the Lamb in the New 
Jerusalem. (The trailer, so to speak, is in 
Revelation 21.) So Christians can afford to 
relax a bit about the vicissitudes and trau-
mas of history. To be sure, faith that God’s 
purposes in creation and redemption will 
ultimately be vindicated ought not lead to 
insouciance about here-and-now; we have 
responsibilities within history and we 
should take them seriously. But faith in the 
triumph of the Kingdom for which we pray 
daily should invite us to “chill” (as the kids 
used to say). 

That’s what I did during a recent skir-
mish in the American culture wars, which 
erupted a few weeks back over a leaked 
memo suggesting that President Donald 
Trump would issue an Executive Order cre-
ating a preference that federal courthouses 
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and other federal buildings be  
designed in a classical style. There isn’t 
much to laugh at along the Potomac these 
days. But the freak-out from the high 
priests and priestesses 
of the concrete-and-
glass box — the mod-
ernist architectural 
establishment and its 
acolytes in the main-
stream media — was 
(as I think the kids still 
say, at least in text 
messages), “LOL.” 

The ever-more-lu-
dicrous New York 
Times, in high editorial 
dudgeon, asked why the 
republic should be festooned with more 
“fake Roman temples” — as if the Capitol, 
the Lincoln Memorial, the Jefferson Me-
morial, the West Building of the  
National Gallery of Art, and similar archi-
tectural masterpieces were a blight on the 
national aesthetic. Does the high priest-
hood of architectural modernism really 
want to defend such grotesqueries as the 
Robert H. Weaver Federal Building (head-
quarters of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development), aptly described by a 
government worker as “ten floors of base-
ment?” Or the J. Edgar Hoover FBI Build-
ing, another concrete-and-glass eyesore that 
(as my friend Andrew Ferguson wrote) “is 
even more obnoxious than its namesake”? 
Or the Hirshhorn Museum, a concrete 
Bundt cake squatting on the National Mall? 

Alas, these horrors are precisely what the 
modernist architectural establishment 
wants to defend, and continues to defend 
with some success: most recently, in ram-

ming through the 
Frank Gehry de-
sign of the Eisen-
hower Memorial in 
the nation’s capital, 
a gargantuan non-
sense better suited 
to the Berlin imag-
ined by Albert 
Speer after the tri-
umph of the Third 
Reich.  

The idea of 
Donald Trump as a 

promoter of architectural classicism is not 
without its ironies, of course, given the  
designs of his own buildings. And in the 
current madhouse of American national 
politics, one takes with gratitude any signs 
of sanity one can get. 

Modernist architectural fanaticism is not 
about aesthetics only. As critics like Tom 
Wolfe (From Bauhaus to Our House) and 
John Silber (Architecture of the Absurd) 
have demonstrated, the International Style, 
Brutalism, and the rest of the modernist 
canon embody a worldview and an anthro-

pology — an idea of the human person. The 
worldview is resolutely secular and lacks any 
sense of transcendence. The anthropology is 
similar: human beings are cogs in various 
machines, economic or political, and cogs 
need neither beauty nor uplift nor charm, 
only surroundings defined by the ultimate 
value of efficiency. (That a lot of modernist 
buildings don’t work, rapidly decay, and  
require enormous sums to maintain com-
pounds the problem even while underscor-
ing the point: dumbing down the human 
has its costs, including its financial costs.) 

The modernist curse afflicted Catholic 
church architecture in the U.S. for a while, 
but that unhappy period is now passing. 
Marcel Breuer’s Brutalist-inspired abbey 
church at St. John’s in Minnesota was often 
considered the most important U.S. 
Catholic building of the mid-20th century. 
Compare it to Duncan Stroik’s chapel at 
Thomas Aquinas College in California, 
which I’d suggest is the most important U.S. 
Catholic building yet erected in the 21st 
century. Stroik, not Breuer, is the future, be-
cause the TAC chapel’s classicism and dec-
orative beauty call us out of ourselves and 
into the kingdom; the Breuer church  
depresses the spirit. 

Back to the future, then, in both civic 
and ecclesiastical architecture. 

The clerisy of the concrete‐and‐glass box freaks out

What style should our  architecture be?
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“Without the Eucharist our spiritual 
lives starve,” explained Deacon James Keat-
ing. “Without the Eucharist the breath of 
our prayer lives is choked off by the distrac-
tions of our passing age. 

“There is no greater reality than the Eu-
charist. It is our very entrance into com-
munion with God; therefore, it is our very 
entrance into reality. We all discern our vo-
cations better if we live in reality.” 

Deacon Keating is the director of theo-
logical formation at the Institute for 
Priestly Formation, Omaha, Neb.. He has 
delivered over 700 workshops and lectures 
internationally, authored over 100 essays 
and 12 books, including co-authoring “The 
Way of Mystery: Eucharist and Moral Liv-
ing.” 

He was scheduled to be the featured 
speaker at Pastoral Ministry Days. The 
event was canceled due to COVID-19 con-
cerns.  The theme, “Give Us This Day Our 
Daily Bread,” was part of the diocesan Year 
of the Eucharist, according to Susan Saf-

ford, dioce-
san director 
of Faith 
Formation.  

“ Y o u r 
diocese was 
p re s c i en t 
c h o o s i n g 
this theme. 
All dioce-
ses, if they 
are smart, 
will be or-
dering their catechetical agenda toward im-
parting truths about the Eucharist for the 
next several years,” said Deacon Keating 
when asked about the theme of the confer-
ence. He added that we have entered a 
strange time in the Catholic Church where 
a significant portion of Catholics do not be-
lieve in the real presence of Christ in the 
Eucharist.  

“We are losing faith in the greatest gift 
Christ gave. The Lord is a giver. He is not a 

taker. Satan wants us to believe we cannot 
trust God to provide. He has been trying 
that lie since the Garden of Eden. We can 
trust God to not only give us what we need 
each day, more importantly we can be grate-
ful and astounded that what he really wants 
to give and for us to receive is himself in the 
Eucharist.” 

Pastoral Ministry Days has 
been canceled. The  

Office of Faith Formation is 
checking other options to share 

Deacon Keating’ s message.  

DEACON JAMES KEATING

St. Joseph Church, Spearfish is seeking a dynamic and enthusiastic individual to fulfill 
the role of Director of Faith Formation. This individual will direct the faith formation of 
children and adults giving direction and vision to evangelization and catechesis in the 

parish through coordination of the education and sacramental preparation. This collabo-
ration with the pastors and parish staff will help in fulfilling the mission of St. Joseph 

Church which is “Uniting our parish family to the mission of Christ in the world.”  

A job description is posted on the parish website at 
https://www.stjosephspearfish.com/https://www.stjosephspearfish.com/. To apply submit cover letter and resume to  

Msgr. Michael Woster at mwoster@diorc.orgMsgr. Michael Woster at mwoster@diorc.org.  
Application may also be mailed to:  

St. Joseph Church, 844 N 5th St, Spearfish, SD 57783.

Director of Faith Formation position open

‘No greater reality than the Eucharist’

Catholic Nursing Homes
WASHINGTON (CNS) — The impact of the coronavirus in the United States is 

likely felt the strongest in nursing homes around the country, and Catholic facilities are 
no exception. As of March 13, all nursing homes and long-term care facilities, caring for 
the population most vulnerable to the coronavirus, have been urged by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention to restrict all visitation to their facilities except in certain 
compassionate care situations, such as end-of-life situations. “We’re following the  
guidelines to the letter,” said Darlene Underhill, a registered nurse and director of clinical  
services for New Hampshire Catholic Charities, which operates several rehabilitation and 
nursing centers. Underhill told Catholic News Service March 12 that curtailing visits 
could be for a “lengthy period of time” and is something residents at first seem to initially 
“take more in stride,” but as the restrictions have increased and for an unknown period, it 
is hard to know what lies ahead. 

CANCELLED
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Amy Julian, director of Diocesan Family Life Ministries, explains the BeFrienders Ministry at 
the Mental Wellness Ministry Workshop. It was held at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid 
City on February 29. (WRC photos)

Jim Kinyon, executive director of CSS, said 
the agency has more than 30 workshops it  
offers to any interested organization.

Dominique Charlson is the director of the 
Prosperity Initiative at CSS. She spoke on 
Mental First Aid and poverty.

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
No one is immune to being off balance 

at some point in their lives. It can happen 
through change, loss, trauma or body 
chemistry fluctuations. At that point, there 
should be no stigma attached to reaching 
out to another.  

“There will be a time and place where 
all of us will need help in life,” said Amy 
Julian, director of the Office of Family 
Life Ministries.  

“There are quite a number of suicides 
that don’t stem from chronic mental ill-
ness, they stem from a transitional period 
of stress,” she said. If people can be helped 
through those periods, they may never 
have a suicidal impulse. 

Reaching out to people who do not 
have access to existing programs because 
of distance or availability was a catalyst 
behind the Mental Wellness Ministry 
workshop sponsored by the Diocesan  
Social Justice Commission on Feb. 29.  
Julian addressed participants regarding the 
BeFriender Ministry — A Listening  
Presence in the morning. In the afternoon 
Dominique Charlson, director of the 
Catholic Social Services Prosperity Initia-
tive discussed separate Mental Health 
First Aid training. She was followed by 
Jim Kinyon, executive director of Catholic 
Social Services. He briefed participants on 
the programs available in the Diocese of 
Rapid City and group training opportuni-
ties available through CSS. 

Starting a BeFriender ministry in west-
ern South Dakota is being funded by the 
Catholic Institute of Mental Health  
Ministry of the University of San Diego, 
California. “We were created to be social,” 
said Julian, explaining the geographic and 
financial challenges of serving in the  
Diocese of Rapid City.  

“Right now, we are looking for parishes 
and individuals who would be able to use 
the training to augment existing min-
istries,” said Julian. She added the ministry 
could help priests with pastoral outreach 
done by laity.  

The program is based on mutuality. 
“Each person in the relationship is worthy 
of dignity and respect,” she said.   

So far, a small team of people has been 
trained in San Francisco. They in turn 
trained a handful of volunteers here.  

Mental wellness: ‘We are created to be social’
The companionship of a trained lay lis-

tener can help nursing home residents, 
care givers, blended families, those with 
loss of a loved one, and in many other sit-
uations.  

In the long run, parishes would have 
volunteer administrators who would take 
requests and assign a volunteer listener. 
The ministry is based on four principles: 
God is present; caring is not curing; non-
judgmental presence; and active listening.  

Charlson said BeFrienders is a type of 
mental health assistance geared around 
the spiritual comfort and language 
Catholics are used to.  

According to Charlson, the Mental 
Health First Aid program is an interna-
tional one that has eight hours of youth 
and eight hours of adult awareness train-
ing. She said it should be as common as 
CPR. “You cannot learn to diagnose and 
treat mental illness in eight hours,” said 
Charlson. The first aid is assisting people 
in getting the right help.  

After training, volunteers try to A — 
assess the risk of suicide or self-harm in a 
situation; L — listen non-judgmentally ; 
G — give reassurance and information; E 
— encourage professional help; and E — 
encourage self-help. The training can help 
with mental illness, addiction, and suicide 
prevention. 

“Americans are uncomfortable with 
mental health. Do you respect other peo-
ple’s way of doing things?” she asked.  
According to Charlson 50% of mental 
health problems begin before age 14 and 
75% begin before age 25.  

Kinyon  supports the BeFriender min-
istry efforts. He thanked Julian for looking 
at ways to increase outreach in the mental 
health field because the need is so broad.  

He quoted St. Teresa of Calcutta who 
said, “The greatest problem in the world is 
alienation — people don’t feel they are 
connected,that they matter, or they belong 
to someone.”  

“Depression systematically cuts you off 
from relationships,” he said. “we are deal-
ing with an identifiable problem that is 
treatable. When I talk with someone with 
a mood disorder, I say, ‘I am very confi-
dent’ that if we work seriously and engage 
your support system, you’ll feel better.’” 

He said creating hope and giving peo-

ple the opportunity to talk is so important.  
He said staff trainers would go any-

where CSS can get 10 or more people to-
gether. They will with anyone — Catholic 
or non-Catholic regardless of the ability to 
pay.  
 
Family Life Ministries 

Julian can be reached at the Chancery 
Annex phone number 605-716-5214 or 
ajulian@diorc.org. After the Chancery 
offices move at the end of April her 
phone number will be 605-343-3541. 
Contact Family Life Ministries for: Sur-
viving Divorce, and Bereavement sup-
port groups; Courage and EnCourage for 
people with Same-sex Attractions or 
their family and friends; Rachel’s Vine-

yard healing after abortion; Christian 
Family Planning, marriage prep; mar-
riage support and more. 
 
Catholic Social Services 

For more on Mental Health First Aid 
or other group trainings Charlson and 
Kinyon can be reached at CSS, 605-348-
6086, 1-800-727-2401, or css@cssrapid 
city.com. Catholic Social Services offers: 
Counseling; Family Services; Disaster  
Relief; Prosperity Initiative; UpLifting 
Parents; Lakota Circles of Hope; and 
several training opportunities on 
poverty, employment, alcohol and drugs, 
conflict and bullying, trauma, mental 
health, parenting, marriage and prevent-
ing suicide.  
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A Prayer for Pregnant Mothers
O Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the  
incarnation of Christ, your Son, with faith and trust.  
Grant your protection to all pregnant mothers facing difficulties. 
Guide us as we strive to make our parish communities places of welcome  
and assistance for mothers in need. Help us become instruments of God’s 
love and compassion. 
Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously help us build a culture of life and a 
civilization of love, together with all people of good will,  
to the praise and glory of God, the  Creator and lover of life. Amen. 

*Cf. Evangelium vitae 105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City. Adapted with  
permission. All rights reserved. Used with permission, submitted by the Diocesan Social 
Justice Commission.

BY OFFICE OF FAMILY LIFE MINISTRIES 
The United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops Pro-Life office is begin-
ning a year-long campaign called “Walking 
with Moms in Need.”  This year-long effort 
will run from March 25, 2020, to March 25, 
2021.   

“As the church and growing numbers of 
pro-life Americans continue to advocate for 
women and children in courthouses and 
legislatures, the church’s pastoral response 
is focused on the needs of women facing 
pregnancies in challenging circumstances. 
While this has long been the case, the pas-
toral response will soon intensify,” declared 
Archbishop Joseph P. Naumann, chair of 
USCCB’s Pro-Life office, when announc-
ing the “Walking with Moms in Need” 
campaign. 

From news of an unexpected pregnancy 
to raising children in less than optimal con-
ditions, moms often need support from 
their family, friends and parish community. 

The start of this campaign coincides 
with the Solemnity of the Annunciation 
and the church’s celebration of the 25th an-

niversary of Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel Evangelium Vitae
of Life).   “We are inspired by St. John Paul 
II’s call in this prophetic document to assess 
our efforts in building a culture of life and 
to increase our outreach to pregnant and 
parenting women in need,” said Amy Julian, 
Director of Family Life Ministries. 

Her office is assessing what resources are 
available for women and children through-
out western South Dakota. Parishes can 
help provide local information by emailing 
Family Life Director Amy Julian at ajuFamily Life Director Amy Julian at aju
lian@diorc.orglian@diorc.org or by sending copies of local lian@diorc.org or by sending copies of local lian@diorc.orglian@diorc.org or by sending copies of local lian@diorc.org
materials to her office. Once resources are 
identified, a comprehensive list and/or  
resource brochures can be provided to the 
parishes. In addition, on-going parish bul-
letin announcements will highlight many of 
the ways in which parishes can support 
moms in need.   

Please begin now to pray the “Prayer for 
Pregnant Mothers” for this effort. 

For more information, or for additional 
ways for parishes to provide this pastoral re-
sponse to pregnant women and mothers in 
need, see www.walkingwithmoms.comneed, see www.walkingwithmoms.com.  
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My Dear Brothers and Sisters,   
The response to the Annual Diocesan Appeal has been wonderful. I am amazed at the 

generosity of so many in our diocese. I would like to invite you to be part of this annual 
appeal. You might ask why you should participate. We are asked to support the Diocese of 
Rapid City for two reasons.  

First, we give because we have received from God. All that we have is a gift. We are  
stewards of creation, of time and of our talents and abilities which we have received from 
God. The material blessings that we claim as our own are the results of our cooperation with 
God’s plan for us. Above all, we have received the gift of Jesus, the priceless gift of our  
salvation. As we allow ourselves to know and understand this truth, gratitude fills our hearts. 
Gratitude leads us to give back to God, who has been so generous with us. We give, then, in 
proportion to what we have received. With this understanding, we always have something to 
share. Imagine the joy that will fill our lives when we embrace the graciousness of God and 
share in gratitude what we have received!  

Secondly, we give because we belong. We belong to one another. We are all children of 
God, brothers and sisters of Jesus through our baptism. We are the Diocese of Rapid City. 
Our common bond invites us to care for each other. The annual appeal supports ministries 
that are essential to our life together. These include the bishop’s office and the administration 
of the diocese, vocations, formation and support for family life, communications and more. 
Each of us may not personally benefit from every ministry but all the various ministries  
benefit someone who is part of our family. In the same way that a parent gives to their children 
long before the child can give back or even say thank you, we give because we belong to each 
to each other. Our brothers and sisters benefit from our caring for them. Imagine the hope 
we would experience in genuine charity born from hearts that understand our unity in the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

The annual appeal is an opportunity for us to live out our discipleship, to give in response 
to God’s graciousness. It is an opportunity to be Christ to one another through our generosity 
toward all our brothers and sisters. The gifts of each one of us are important for all of us. I 
am grateful you took the time to read this letter. I would invite you to prayerfully consider  
participating in the Annual Diocesan Appeal.   

Sincerely in the joy and hope of Christ, 
 
  
 

Very Reverend Michel Mulloy  
Diocesan Administrator
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March 27, Friday 
sDeadline for submissions:   

Paper mailed Tuesday, April 21. 

)605-343-3541 

8lhallstrom@diorc.org 

8bberreth@diorc.org

@RapidCitydiorc

DioceseofRapidCity

Follow us on  
social media:

or online: 
 www.rapidcitydiocese.org

March 27, Friday 
sOur Lady of the Black Hills, Pied-

mont, Fish Fry: Held every Friday during 
Lent at 6:30 p.m. following the 6 p.m. Sta-
tions of the Cross. Reconciliation is offered 
at 5 p.m. )605-787-5168. 

April 2, Thursday 
sMass for Healing and Reparation: All 

are invited to the Mass to pray for love and 
compassion on all victims/survivors of 
abuse and those who have felt the wounds. 
Held at Terra Sancta Retreat Center at 
5:30 p.m. See page 11. 

April 3, Friday 
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First 

Friday, prayers and devotions 6 p.m. in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel, Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. First 
Saturday, April 4, begins with prayers at 
7:45 a.m. followed by 8 a.m. Mass and ex-
position in Our Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. 
)Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202 or Ellen 605-
718-9909. 

April 10, Friday 
sChancery Offices Closed: In obser-

vance of Good Friday. 
April 13, Monday 

sCatholics Returning Home: Three-
week program for those who have been 

away from the church and are thinking 
about returning. No charge. Pre-registration 
is highly recommended, so that we have your 
contact information. Held from 7-8:30 p.m. 
Mondays and Wednesdays at St. Therese 
the Little Flower, Rapid City. 8info@ 
returningcatholics.net or )Margaret  
Jackson 605-939-0579. 

April 18, Saturday 
sNPM Spring Meeting: Held at St. 

John the Evangelist, Ft. Pierre. Registration 
begins at 9:30 a.m. (CST) and goes until 
2:30 p.m. Presentations include “Eucharist: 
Sacrifice, Gift, and Fruitful Living” and 
“Wedding Guidelines, Planning Tools/ 
Worship Aids.” Please register before April 
13. )James Washabaugh 605-342-6300 or 
8jpwasha@rushmore.com. 

April 24, Friday 
sLife Chain: Rapid City Right to Life 

is holding a life-chain on Mt. Rushmore 
Road, Rapid City. Anyone who is pro-life 
is welcome to stand silently on the curbside 
holding pro-life signs. There will be no 
marching. The organization hopes to have 
enough participants to stretch from Omaha 
to Cathedral Dr. )Diane 605-721-3065. 

May 16, Saturday 
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for 

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn 
more about natural family planning. Held 
at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, from 9 
a.m.-noon. Seminar will be open for long 
distance learning.  )Family Life Ministries 
605-716-5214. 

Please check with event sponsors before 
attendance. Many events are being  
postponed or cancelled due to the  
 COVID-19/Coronavirus pandemic

Fr. Michel J. Mulloy, Diocesan Administrator 
Diocese of Rapid City, and Bishop Donald E. 
DeGrood of Sioux Falls, issued a joint state-
ment on March 13. It gave Catholics in their 
dioceses Dispensation from the Obligation to 
attend Sunday Masses due to the  
COVID-19/Coronavirus until further notice.  
It said in part:  

Earlier this week and in our respective  
capacities as spiritual leaders of the two  
dioceses in South Dakota, we announced 
measures for limiting the spread of illness  
during Masses. These statements were circu-
lated within parishes and can be accessed on 
the two diocesan websites. 

With public health officials providing  
additional guidance this week that has led to 
the cancellation of sporting and cultural 
events, we write to offer further clarification 
and guidance. While the church has not been 
asked by government officials at this time to 
suspend the celebration of Masses, these ad-
ditional measures honor the spirit of what 
those competent in public health are advocat-
ing in light of the facts that have come forward 
in this current COVID-19/Coronavirus  
pandemic. 

All Catholics have an obligation to God to 
participate in Sunday Mass in ordinary circum-
stances. This obligation can be suspended for 

just causes. We also bear a duty to protect 
those who are most vulnerable among us. 

Due to the arrival of the COVID-19/Coron-
avirus to South Dakota, we have determined it 
prudent and a just cause to dispense all 
Catholics within the state’s borders from the 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further 
notice. If Catholics feel that congregating for 
Sunday Mass would bring an undue risk to 
themselves or others, they have the freedom 
to not attend Mass. Masses will still be 
celebrated in our parishes to provide for those 
who are healthy. However, if pastors feel, 
because of particular circumstances in the 
parish or because of their own vulnerability, 
that the celebration of Holy Mass in a public 
setting brings an undue risk, they have the 
freedom to suspend the celebration of Sunday 
Masses in their parishes. Anyone feeling ill is 
asked to not come to Mass so as not to expose 
others to illness. 

Since the Eucharist is the source and 
summit of our Catholic faith and our spiritual 
nourishment in our journey of faith this deci-
sion to dispense the Sunday obligation is not 
taken lightly. ... We feel it prudent to allow 
Catholics to be dispensed from Mass should 
they choose this option. 

See diocesan website for full text: 
www.rapidcitydiocese.org.  

Mass dispensations issued until further notice

CANCELLED

CANCELLED



tencing phase of a trial, 
rather than eliminate ex-
ecutions outright.  The 
Senate Judiciary com-
mittee defeated the bill 
4-3. The Catechism dis-
cusses legitimate use of 
lethal force at para-
graphs 2263 - 2267. I 
also recommend the 
Vatican’s “Letter to the 
Bishops regarding the 
new revision of number 
2267 of the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church 
on the death penalty,” 
published August 2, 
2018. 

I’ll close with a note 
of success. House Concurrent Resolution 
6020 passed 56-10 in the House and 28-0 
in the Senate. HCR 6020 draws attention 
to the National Education Association, 
which recently adopted an official position 
supporting “the fundamental right to abor-
tion under Roe v. Wade.” In the resolution, 
our legislature recalls its duty “to protect the 
intrinsic, natural, fundamental rights of all 
children of our state.”  

More information on the 2020 legislative 
session can be found at  
www.sdcatholicconference.org. 
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Christopher 
Motz

Executive  
Director South 

Dakota Catholic 
Conference  

 
cmotz@ 

sdcatholic 
conference.  

org 

Contact Carol at 605-374-5639 or ckling@sdplains.com  
for confidential and caring retreat information 

As I write, the 2020 state legislative ses-
sion is in its final week. The legislature con-
sidered over 500 bills and resolutions in 36 
working days. The governor and legislative 
leadership have announced a two-percent 
inflationary raise for public school teachers 
and state employees, following uncertainty 
after being excluded from initial budget 
projections. Agricultural hemp remains a 
live topic, while details remain uncertain.  
The governor provided personal testimony 
to a committee in support of a bill easing 
zoning applications for concentrated live-
stock operations. A first-of-its-kind Native 
American charter school proposal died after 
a thorough hearing and initial success in 
one chamber. The legalization of sports bet-
ting at Deadwood casinos will be put to 
voters on the November ballot. And several 
bills aimed at streamlining licensure for 
therapists and counselors are awaiting the 
governor’s signature. That’s just a sample. 

With a part-time legislature reviewing 
hundreds of bills in such a short time, 
there’s also perennial interest in “summer 
studies,” or off-season committees tasked 
with investigating a given issue in greater 
detail. While not yet finalized, several pro-
posals have called for committees to be ap-
pointed to study infrastructure needs 
relevant to the slated expansion of 
Ellsworth Air Force Base, to examine the 
mental health needs of first responders, and 
to analyze the provision of mental health 
services more broadly. 

The South Dakota Catholic Conference 
supported several bills that each ultimately 

failed. House Bill 1057 would have pre-
cluded doctors from conducting mutilating 
“sex-change” surgeries or prescribing body-
altering pharmaceuticals for minor children.  
The bill passed House State Affairs com-
mittee 8-5 and the full House 46-23. In the 
Senate, the bill was defeated by a vote of 5-
2 in the Health and Human Services com-
mittee. Major opponents to the bill 
included the state and Sioux Falls Cham-
bers of Commerce, the state Retailer’s As-
sociation, Sanford Health, the American 
Civil Liberties Union, and the Human 
Rights Campaign. In addition to the 
Catholic Conference, supporters included a 
self-identifying transgender adult, a parent 
of gender dysphoric children, and several 
physicians from South Dakota and else-
where. More information on the principles 
of Catholic teaching related to this issue 
can be found at http://www.sdcatholic con 
f e rence .o rg / i s sue s /mar r i age -and-
family/gender-ideology/.  

House Bill 1096 was also defeated. It 
would have banned commercial transac-
tions involving payment of money in ex-
change for a newborn child. In effect, the 
bill would have ensured that the state adop-
tion code’s legal standard, known as “the 
best interest of the child” standard, is ap-
plied each time a court transfers custody of 
a child from the child’s mother to other 
adults who intend to raise the child. State 
adoption laws have long banned compen-
sated adoptions, yet currently some state 
courts are transferring custody of children 
according to the precepts of commercial 

contract law. HB 1096 passed the House 
Judiciary committee by a strong 11-1 vote, 
and the House floor 46-20. However, the 
Senate Health and Human Services com-
mittee rejected the bill 4-3. In that commit-
tee, opponents included the attorney owner 
of a Sioux Falls-based surrogacy brokerage, 
a surrogate mother who testified she is cur-
rently under paid contract with a Chinese 
couple, and couples suffering the pain of in-
fertility. Among supporters were South 
Dakota Right to Life, a statewide pro-life 
group, Jennifer Lahl, a pediatric nurse, 
bioethicist, and women’s advocate, and a 
Black Hills woman who testified to the ex-
ploitation she experienced as a commercial 
surrogate mother. A human trafficking 
non-profit also supported the bill, on the 
principle that no human person should ever 
be treated as a commodity. Catholic teach-
ing on the topic can be found in the Vatican 
document Donum Vitae or in Catechism 
paragraphs 2373 - 2379. Also, Episode 1 of 
the Catholic Conference podcast, Faith & 
Politics, features this issue. 

Senate Bill 64 began as a bill that would 
have eliminated the possibility of a death 
sentence for criminals with a history of di-
agnosed serious mental illness. Following 
discussions with the attorney general’s of-
fice, sponsors amended the bill to make 
such illness a mitigating factor at the sen-

State Legislature considered over 500 bills and resolutions in 36 days

CANCELLED
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Please check with the parish for 
any schedule changes beforehandany schedule changes beforehand
Custer, St. John, Mercy Night, Monday,  
   March 23 — 6:30 p.m.  
Dupree, Sacred Heart, Friday, March 20 
   — 5:30 p.m. 
Ft. Pierre, St. John, Thursday, March 26  
   — 6 p.m. 
Keystone, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel,  
   Fridays: Mar. 20, Mar. 27 & Apr. 3 —     
   6:30 p.m. following Stations of the Cross 
Lemmon, St. Mary, Sunday, March 22 —  
   5:30 p.m. 
Martin, Sacred Heart, Saturday, March 28 
   — 4 p.m. 
McLaughlin, St. Bernard, Monday,  
   March 23 — 7 p.m. 
Midland, St. William, Sunday, March 22 — 
   1 p.m. 
Philip, Sacred Heart, Sunday, March 22  
   — 4 p.m. 
Piedmont, Our Lady of the Black Hills, 
   Tuesday, March 31— 6-7:30 p.m. 
Presho, Christ the King, Thursday,  
   April 2 — 6:30 p.m. 
Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament, Mercy    
   Night, Tuesday, March 24 — 4-7 p.m. 
Rapid City, St. Isaac Jogues, Wednesday,  
   March 25 — 6:30 p.m. 
Rapid City, St. Therese, Thursday,  
   March 19 — 7 p.m. 
Spearfish, St. Joseph, Sunday,  
   March 29 —3 p.m.
Wall, St. Patrick, Sunday, March 29 —  
   4 p.m. 
Winner, Immaculate Conception,  
   Tuesday, March 24 — 6:30 p.m. 

BY JEANINE GERLACH 
Thirty members of the Rapid City 

Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians on 
January 25, gathered at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church, Sturgis, for their first quarterly 
meeting of 2020.  

Fr. Timothy Castor gave a welcome to 
the meeting attendees and helped lead the 
opening prayer, with music provided by mu-
sicians from St. Francis of Assisi and St. 
Therese.   

The day’s presentations began with 
Tammy Schnittgrund, NPM Chair of Can-
tor Steering Committee, with an overview 
of the cantor’s role. She began with the 
quote “Joseph Gelineau once said that one 
who sings a psalm becomes for God that 
psalm,” — Kathleen Harmon’s, “Ministry of 
Cantors.” 

Schnittgrund focused on the three tenets 
of the ministry — Musical, Liturgical, and 
Spiritual, and offered information and 
strategies to aid cantors in each of these el-
ements. 

Following the cantor overview, she ad-
judicated several cantors who had prepared 

to earn their Basic Cantor Certificates. They 
included several people from Rapid City 
parishes whom successfully passed the  
requirements to earn their certification:  
Jeanine Gerlach and Mary Krupka, Cathe-
dral; Dave Carroll, St. Therese; Toni Ramos, 
St. Isaac Jogues; and Greg Josten, Blessed 
Sacrament.  

Fr. Timothy Castor led a discussion on 
Mass parts and their relationship to Jewish 
tradition. With references to Dr. Brant 
Pitre’s writings on this subject, he drew par-
allels to the origins of synagogue, and to 
translations of Hebrew words and Jewish 
prayers used in Jesus’ time that are used 
today in the celebration of the Mass. These 
included blessings (of bread and wine) and 
prayers of preparations and praise. Of addi-
tional interest were the connections of the 
“Golden Table” in the temple, to the Tab-
ernacle where the Holy Eucharist is kept 
today.  

Following a lunch prepared by St. Fran-
cis of Assisi parishioners, Jackie 
Schnittgrund led attendees in a review of 
the Corpus Christi Sequence that has been 

provided to the diocesan parishes by the 
Year of the Eucharist Committee. A similar 
review of the sequence will be conducted at 
the NPM spring meeting, to help prepare  
parish musicians in leading this music for 
their congregations as the Year of the Eu-
charist celebrations conclude on the Feast 
of Corpus Christi, June 14. 

Closing the day was a presentation from 
Carman Timmerman, who reviewed find-
ings from “The Chorus Impact Study: 
Singing For A Lifetime.” This study, con-
ducted over a five year period, involved both 
singers and non-singers, with categorization 
of results for those below and over age 62. 
Results show a variety of reasons why peo-
ple sing, with prominent gains in reasons 
associated to “makes one happier,” “stress re-
lease/relaxing,” and “connecting with oth-
ers.” The survey results showed singers have 
increased community involvement, in-
creased quality of life, and improvement in 
existing medical conditions and/or mental 
health problems.   

Closing prayer was led by musicians 
from Our Lady of the Black Hills and St. 
Therese.  

All Rapid City Diocese music ministers 
and clergy are invited to attend quarterly 

Sturgis parish hosts NPM winter meeting

Carman Timmerman reviews music’s  
impact. (Courtesy photo.) 

Since 1909, a commitment to our communities has been one of RBC Wealth Management’s core values.  
It’s part of how we run our business day in and day out. We believe that our most visible imprint is through 
the great work being done by the organizations we support.

Proud to support the  
Catholic school system

Non-deposit investment products o昀ered through RBC Wealth Management are not FDIC insured, are not a deposit or other obligation of, 昀ered through RBC Wealth Management are not FDIC insured, are not a deposit or other obligation of, 昀
or guaranteed by, a bank, and are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of the principal amount invested. 
© 2020 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC. All rights reserved. 20-RC-1525 (03/20)

Hillard Wealth Solutions Group
246 Founders Park Drive, Suite 101 
Rapid City, SD  57709

(605) 343-7720 
Toll free: (800) 658-5544 
www.hillardwsg.com

NPM meetings at which education, prayer 
and fellowship are the focal points. For 
more information about the Rapid City 
Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians, go 
to our website www.npmrc.orgto our website www.npmrc.org or Facebook to our website www.npmrc.org or Facebook to our website www.npmrc.org
page www.facebook.com /NPMRapidpage www.facebook.com /NPMRapid
CityChapterCityChapter. (See next meeting on p. 15)  

Reconciliation in Lent

CA
NCE

LL
ED
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BY CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES STAFF  
Determination. Hard work. The support 

of her Uplifting Parents mentor. 
Kaitlyn Johnson, the single mother of a 

3-year-old toddler, credits those three in-
gredients with helping her earn a  psychol-
ogy degree from Black Hills State 
University in December 2019. 

“The mentorship and support that I re-
ceived throughout my journey with the UP 
Program was a driving force in my success 
in my educational career. I will appreciate 
everything this program offered me for a 
lifetime!” Johnson said.  

Johnson is originally from Hosmer in 
northeastern South Dakota. She started 
college in 2012 as a nursing major with a 
minor in psychology, but realized that she 
really enjoyed the psychology coursework 
and was passionate about working and ad-
vocating for people with mental illnesses. 
She changed her major to psychology, with 
the hopes of some day being accepted into 
a Master of Social Work program. 

However, before Johnson could com-
plete her degree, she found out she was 
pregnant. She decided to put her education 
on hold until after her son, Toryn, was born. 
She began school again in 2016, but faced 
many challenges trying to raise a toddler 
and go to school at the same time. Being 
very resourceful and an advocate for herself, 
she researched and applied for any resource 
that would help her and her son get 
through the next few years of completing 
her education. 

Johnson was accepted into the Uplifting 
Parents program in 2018. The Uplifting 
Parents program helps low income single 

Four more students graduate college with help 
from Uplifting Parents program 

parents by guiding them through the last 
two years of their college degree and pro-
viding emotional stability along with finan-
cial assistance and community resources. 
This program was a silver lining for her, as 
she was struggling to make ends meet with 
being a single parent, trying to complete her 
education, and work to help with finances.  

As graduation grew closer, her life grew 
even more hectic. She was juggling her 
three year-old, while volunteering at the 
Artemis House in Spearfish, and finishing 
up the last of her classes for her psychology 
degree. She is thankful to her UP mentor, 
friends and family for helping her. Johnson’s  
dream of obtaining her Master of Social 
Work degree is also coming true. She was 
accepted into the University of South 
Dakota’s Master of Social Work program 
and begins classes this summer. 

Johnson was one of four participants to 
complete a degree in the fall semester. The 
Up Program expects 30 students to gradu-

ate in spring 2020.  
Catholic Social Services  

Communications and Development Director 
Responsible for all communications, marketing and fundraising programs for a  25employee 
social service agency in Rapid City, S.D., serving all of western South Dakota. Special emphasis 
on social media marketing, digital publishing and major event planning and coordination.  
Position requires a minimum BA or BS degree in related field; strong organizational skills; basic 
understanding of Catholic social justice teachings; full range of digital marketing skills. Position 
reports to the Executive Director and the Development Committee. Salary  
commensurate with experience. Full benefits package. Send cover letter and resume to:  

Catholic Social Services 
529 Kansas City Street, Rapid City, SD 57701  

or to css@cssrapidcity.com. 
Application deadline April 30, 2020. 

Kaitlyn Johnson and son, Toryn, at her  
college graduation. (Courtesy photo)

Argentina Pro-Life 
Rally 

A giant baby sculpture is seen during a  
pro-life rally outside the Basilica of Our Lady 
of Lujan in Buenos Aires, Argentina, on  
International Women's Day, March 8 The  
Argentine bishops’ conference has publicly 
expressed its opposition to government 
plans to present legislation decriminalizing 
abortion, saying the South American country 
had more pressing social concerns.  
(CNS photo/Agustin Marcarian, Reuters)
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Nigerian Inculturation Mass 
   Adeshola Latona and Oluwabusayo Tijani-Latona lead the procession of gifts during the 
Nigerian Inculturation Mass at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, March 
8. In the Nigerian Catholic tradition, everyone gathers at the main entrance of the church and 
processes towards the altar singing and bringing gifts. Once they arrive at the altar, the priest 
will receive the gift offerings and bless them. The members will then sing praises to God, 
thanking God for accepting their gift offering. Fr. Bede Okolie concelebrated the Mass with  
Fr. Brian Christensen.  
   The Nigerian Catholic Community in Rapid City, became very prominent with the influx of 
nurses and other healthcare providers brought about by many recruitment agencies who 
sought to fill up the increasing demand of nurses in the USA. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth) 

Rite of Election 

   Candidate Ashley Maciejewski and 
her sponsor Tammy Hollenbeck, 
both of St. James Parish,  
Edgemont, smile as they are greeted 
by Fr. Michel Mulloy during the Rite 
of Election, March 1, at the Catheral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid 
City. Candidates from across the dio-
cese seeking  
confirmation, and catechumens 
seeking all three sacraments of  
initiation (baptism, first Communion 
and confirmation) attended the 
Mass.  
   In his homily Fr. Mulloy 
 reminded the candidates and  
catechumens that this ritual means, 
“God is choosing you in this  
moment, as you take this step. It is 
a declaration that you are a beloved son and daughter of God. He loves you more than you 
can possibly imagine. The hunger, the hurt, the weakness — when it comes, don’t allow the 
evil one to tempt you into believing that God doesn’t love you. He always will love you. You 
are, every single one of you, his beloved sons and daughters.”  (WRC photo)

Watch the Rite of Election 
at Facebook.com/ 
DioceseofRapidCity
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The Diocesan Safe Environment Office uses various re-
sources to encourage awareness of child abuse prevention. 
We have resources from the Child and Youth Protection 
Office of the USCCB that are shared with parishes, as well 
as many other resources working to protect children.  

The focus of this year’s article for prevention and edu-
cation is on “What if …?” Cards, created by the Children’s 
Home Society. What if …? Card sets are an interactive 
teaching tool for adults to evaluate a child’s understanding 
of real-life situations and help youth learn how to respond 
safely. Card topics include sexual abuse, physical abuse, bul-
lying, morals, stranger danger, peer pressure, drugs and al-
cohol use, internet safety, home safety, promises and secrets, 
everyday issues, and dating dilemmas for ages 14 and up.  

Questions are intended as conversation starters that 
often lead to a deeper dialogue. The cards incorporate key 
elements of effective safety and prevention programs such 
as repetition, the need for role-play, and a visual for younger 
children to see and hold. What if …? Card sets are available 
by developmental levels for ages 3-5, 6-10, 11-13, and 14 
and up. Both sides can learn much and build on their loving 
relationship. 

Before using the What if …? Cards: The adult working 
with the child(ren) using the cards is encouraged to have 
an opening conversation with the child(ren). Here is a sug-
gestion to begin the discussion: “Why is it important to 
know what to do if … there is a storm? ... you lose your 
(backpack)? ... someone touches you? someone hurts you? 
We’re going to talk about what to do to be safe in various 
situations.”  

Responses to the Questions: The adult may steer the 
discussion to a teachable moment using one of these four 
basic responses:  

• Tell a trusted adult 
• Ask a trusted adult to help 
• Find a trusted adult immediately 
• Leave the situation, if possible 
Talking Tips: Dialoging with young people about safety 

issues is important. When adults are critical of a child’s re-
sponse, they may send the message that children are in 
trouble if something happens, or if they don’t know what 
to do. By remaining calm and relaxed, encouraged children 
are more likely to gain the insight we hope they will inter-
nalize.  

Below is a sampling of a few questions from each card 
set, with similar thoughts together. One question is best for 
meaningful dialogue in actual conversations.   

Ages 3-5: At this young age, please use repetition, re-
view, and role-playing a situation to help them to remem-
ber.  

• What if someone you did not know asked you for help? 
…  to help them look for something? … or at new puppies?  

• What if someone you knew asked you to keep a secret?  

…if someone in your family asked you to keep a secret?  
• What if someone hurt you at daycare or preschool? …

if someone you knew made you feel scared or icky?  
  
Ages 6-10: This covers a lot of change and development. 

Adults may review added comments for each topic area in 
this set.  

• What if an adult said they would help stop bullying, 
but it got worse?  

• What if someone touched you and wanted you to keep 
it a secret? … or wanted you to touch them and keep it a 
secret?  

• What if your friend asked you to keep a secret about 
someone touching their private parts? … or you said you 
would keep a secret, but you thought it would be better to 
tell someone?  

• What if someone you met online asked where you go 
to school or where you live?  

• What if someone showed or sent you online pictures 
or movies of naked people? … What if someone asked you 
to send them a picture of you naked?  

• What if someone wanted you to try vaping or drink-
ing? … or huffing or snorting?  

  
Ages 11-13: In this card set there are added comments 

for each topic area that the adult may want to consider in 
responding.  

• What if someone you did not know sent you a text, or 
chat message? … or someone continued to contact you on-
line after you unfriended them or told them you did not 
want them to contact you?  

• What if your friend, or family member/relative, 
touched your private parts (or had you touch their private 
parts) and threatened harm if you tell anyone? …or said 
they will go to jail if you tell — and you don’t want to get 
them in trouble?  

• What if a friend met ONLY through playing online 
video games asked you for your personal information?  

• What if someone asked you for a naked picture and 
promised they would never show anyone? … or your friend 
told you someone was making them pose naked for pictures 
to post online? … or on Snapchat?  

  
Ages 14 and Up: Teens are learning how to separate 

from their parents as they become independent young 
adults; yet most teens want to stay connected. Tips: practice 
with neutral topics, less serious things (movie, book, or 
school activity). Your response will teach them they can 
trust you with more serious topics; more tips are provided 
in card sets.   

• What if someone said they have an inappropriate pic-
ture of you and that they will show everyone if you don’t 
do what they want?  

• What if someone gives you money or gifts for sexual 
favors and you want to tell someone; but you feel bad be-

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month 

Have you asked your child, “What if ...?”
cause you took the money/gifts?  

• What if a teacher or coach seems to spend more time 
with you than other players or students and it makes you 
uncomfortable?   

• What if your boyfriend/girlfriend wants to go further 
than you feel comfortable going? ... or if you are forced to 
have sex?  

• What if your boyfriend/girlfriend starts hitting you or 
treats you disrespectfully? … or you see this happening to 
a friend?  

 Our faith is the foundation, and as we learn to model 
Christ’s love to others, this includes the dignity and respect 
of every person. Our children will learn to face the world, 
but the question is, who/what will they have as teachers?  

Thank you to Children’s Home Society for permission to use 
their information in this article. Interested in the What if…? Card 
sets? Contact information is given below. Groups or parishes may 
also purchase sets of cards; if you buy three card sets, the fourth 
one is free.  

Children’s Home Child Advocacy Center; 1330 Jolly Lane, 
Rapid City SD 57703; 605-716-1628; Email chcac@chssd.org. 
Website: https://chssd.org. 

What if …? Card sets and variations to the cards are at 
https://chssd.org/prevention/what-if-cards.   

 

BY CHARLOTTE VERHEY 
DIOCESAN SAFE ENVIROMENT COORDINATOR
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Serving Your Family For Generations
Family-owned and Operated

2700 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City  605-343-0077
“Funeral Directors with over 200 years of combined experience”“Funeral Directors with over 200 years of combined experience”

Robb 
Schmidt

Ozzie  
Osheim

Terry  
Gilbertson, 

CFSP

Jes 
Scott

Dwight  
Edstrom

Robert 
Broderick

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father

APRIL
Freedom from Addiction;Freedom from Addiction;

We pray that those suffering from addiction 
may be helped and accompanied.

MMoonntthhllyy MMeessssaaggee FFrroomm OOuurr LLaaddyy
OOnn tthhee 2255tthh ooff eeaacchh mmoonntthh,, OOuurr LLaaddyy aappppeeaarrss ttoo tthhee MMeeddjjuuggoorrjrjrjrjrjjee

vviissiioonnaarryy MMaarriijjaa ttoo ggiivvee uuss hheerr mmeessssaaggee..
“Dear children! In this time of grace, I desire to see your faces 
transformed in prayer. You are so flooded by earthly concerns, 
you do not even feel that spring is at the threshold. You are 
called, little children, to penance and prayer. As nature fights in 
silence for new life, also you are called to open yourselves in 
prayer to God, in Whom you will find peace and warmth of the 
spring sun in your hearts. Thank you for having responded to 
my call.”  2/25/20

Remember HIS  
will in yours

If you are planning to create or 
update your will and would like 
to include the Catholic Church, 

please call us. We can help. 
Website: www.wsdcf.orgWebsite: www.wsdcf.org

Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation
10 E. Mall Dr., Suite B, Rapid City, SD 57701 

Phone: 605-721-6843 
(Mailing) PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709 
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Priest Retirement and Aid AssociationPriest Retirement and Aid Association

To contribute contact 
Rick Soulek, CFO  

Diocese of Rapid City 
605-343-3541 

PRAA/Pension Board 
President  

Fr. Ron Garry  
Ft. Pierre

In this  In this  
Year of the Eucharist  Year of the Eucharist  
let us remember our  let us remember our  

retired priests — including retired priests — including 
those who continue to serve. those who continue to serve. 

Fr. Michael Hight Fr. Michael Hight 
Fr. Arnold Kari Fr. Arnold Kari 

Fr. Riccado Pennati Fr. Riccado Pennati 
Fr. Ed Vanorny Fr. Ed Vanorny 
Fr. Dan Juelfs Fr. Dan Juelfs 

Fr. William Zandri Fr. William Zandri 

Fr. William Zandri celebrating Mass for the Fr. William Zandri celebrating Mass for the 
Benedictine Sisters of St. Martin Monastery

PRESERVING A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY  
BY KATHY CORDES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST

Interview with the Very Reverend  
Fr. Columban Bregenzer, OSB, VG, on   
August 12, 1941, titled Easter Sick Call.  
Some license was taken to correct grammar, 
terminology and it includes two  
interviews.  In his own words, “the  
following story illustrates the difficulties 
under which the early missionaries were 
forced to labor.”   

After conducting the strenuous Easter 
Holy Week services at St. Martin Convent 
I was called in the later afternoon of Holy 
Saturday, to accompany the doctor to a  
distant ranch on a sick call.  We traveled 
in the usual conveyance of that time, a 
spring wagon with a horse.   

It was close to midnight by the time I 
had completed the religious rites and I  
desired to return immediately. I knew that 
penitents would be waiting for me Easter 
morning, but the fatigue of the horse and 

condition of the roads, for it had begun to 
rain, made my return impossible until 
morning.  

The sick calls in those days were awful 
working conditions. When the people 
came to get the doctor, I, Father  
Columban (as I wish to be called), went 
out with him. When it snowed, once, I got 
so lost so I let the reins loose and the 
horse went home. Sometimes, a team was 
hired at the livery stable for me.  

In 1902, with Bishop Stariha as first 
prelate, there were five priests, including 
myself to take care of the 41,000 square 
miles. The country was full of cattle men 
who came in once or twice a year to get 
supplies and then went to holy Mass and 
communion — those days the church was 
packed!   

The best that the family could offer me 
for my lodging was the garret and a sack 
of straw. The scurrying of the mice over 
my body was not conducive to sleep. As 
early as possible I was on the road and 
reached Sturgis about eight o’clock in the 

morning.   
The sisters had been waiting for two 

hours for holy Communion; the soldiers 
from nearby Fort Meade crowded the 
church waiting for a chance to make their 
Easter duty. After  
giving holy  
Communion to the  
sisters and hearing 
the confessions of 
the soldiers it was 
time for the ten 
o’clock high Mass. 
After Solemn  
Vespers in the  
afternoon I could  
finally seek much 
needed repose.   

I was not the first 
Benedictine in the 
Hills. Father 
Joachim came here 
in 1892. My Abbot 
told me that he 
wouldn’t leave me 
here longer than holy week. He also did 
not tell me about the size of the field, or 
about traveling to Lemmon and Faith. I 
came out to a little church. Yet, I said “you 

ought to have a holy man for this work.” 
Little did I know, that weeklong  
assignment would turn into 39 years!  

Fr. Columban was hailed for his  
charity, his sense of justice, and his great 

desire for unity. His 
efforts as a priest of 
God and the  
spiritual guidance 
he gave his  
parishioners was an  
inspiration to the 
entire community 
and the surrounding 
settlements.  

On September 
10, 1988, Father was 
entered into the 
South Dakota Hall 
of Fame. This award 
was posthumously  
accepted by Sr. 
Marmion Howe.  

The history of 
our own diocese  

remains fruitful and continues to bear 
fruit as the Gospel of St. John commands, 
“your fruit shall remain” ( Jn 15:16-19). 

Generations have risen to call his name Blessed — The Fruits of Fr. Columban 

FR. COLUMBAN BREGENZER, OSB

In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and 
death anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Every effort has been made to 
have a complete list. Birthdays:Birthdays: April 2, Dcn. Thomas Adams; April 4, Dcn. James  April 2, Dcn. Thomas Adams; April 4, Dcn. James 
Van Loan; April 9, Dcn. Lloyd Frein; April 11, Fr. Leo Hausmann. Necrology:Necrology: April 
2, 1944, Edward Calahan; April 2, 2017, D. Craig Cower; April 4, 1987, William 
Fitzgerald, SJ; April 6, 1959, Nicholas McNamara; April 7, 1940, Placidus Sialm, 
SJ; April 12, 1952, Henry Westropp, SJ; April 12, 1982, Ronald Zelnick; April 17, 
1966, Kevin Doyle, SC; April 20, 1953, John Vogel; April 21, 1921, John Shea, 
CSC; April 23, 1957, Joseph Zuercher, SJ; April 25, 1920, Hugh Mullen; April 27, 
1960, Thomas Carroll; April 27, 1977, Robert Ehrenbold; April 28, 1995,  
Dcn. George Schenck; April 28, 1989, Richard Pates, SJ; April 29, 1924, 
John Boyle; April 30, 1940, Anthony O’Hora.
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Confirmation Preparation  
Have a student preparing for confirmation? Want to learn more about the sacrament?  
Watch for this Q&A featuring questions for confirmands from the Office of the Bishop.  
Can any sin, no matter how serious, be forgiven? How? 
Yes, any sin, no matter how serious or how many times it is committed can be forgiven.  
Any sin can be forgiven through the sacrament of confession.   
YouCat 315: What is a sin in the fist place? 
A sin is a word, deed, or intention by which man deliberately and voluntarily offends against 
the true order of things, as God’s loving providence has arranged them (1849-1985, 1871-
1872). To sin means more than to violate some rules about which men have agreed. Sin turns 
freely and deliberately against God’s love and ignores him. Sin is ultimately “Love of oneself 
even to contempt of God” (St. Augustine), and in the extreme case the sinful creature says, “I 
want to be like God (see Gen 3:5). Just as sin burdens me with guilt, wounds me, and by its  
consequence ruins me, so too it poisons and damages the world in which I live. It becomes  
possible to recognize sin and its seriousness by drawing near to God.

Etiquette Day 
St. Thomas More senior Bailee Robbins is interviewed by Cari Mortimer, an occupational 
therapist, during Etiquette Day at Terra Sancta, in February. Juniors and seniors at the 
Rapid City Catholic School System listened to speakers and participated in mock job in-
terviews in their field of choice, and had a meal together. Brigadier General Michael J. 
Oster, assistant adjutant general for the South Dakota Army National Guard, was the 
keynote speaker at the event. Students from the South Dakota School of Mines and 
Technology sat on a panel to answer any questions the high school students had about 
college and the application process. (WRC photo)  

Ribbon Skirt making 
Middle school students at Red Cloud Indian School, Pine Ridge, have been learning to make 
ribbon skirts as part of a class led by an eighth grader. She has been teaching her classmates 
the process of measuring, cutting, and sewing skirts for themselves, friends, and 
 family members. (Courtesy photo)

Prices starting from $2,499 — Airfare Included in this 
price from anywhere in the USA

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; 
France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, 
& Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, Germany, 

& Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague;  
Our Lady of Guadalupe; Domestic Destinations; etc... 

 

Call us 24/7     508-340-9370  
Hablamos Espanola     855-842-8001  

www.proximotravel.com 
anthony@proximotravel .com

Oberammergau Passion Play 2020 
12 days $5,999.00 May through September 
Once in a lifetime experience sign up now.

We also specialize in custom 
trips for Bishops,  

Priests, and Deacons.



There comes a moment when something 
clicks. At a book club or a Bible study. In a car-
pool circle or a coffee shop. A connection is 
made, and a gathering turns into a group, tak-
ing on a life of its own.  

 Elizabeth Tomlin has experienced it many 
times, and as a nomadic army wife, she’s come 
to rely on it.  

 There was the time she had just moved to 
Texas and she showed up at a parish get-to-
gether with a casserole. The other young moms 
embraced her. Fresh flowers, name tags and 
free childcare eased her entry. Their warm 
smiles sealed the deal.  

 There was the time her teenage son broke 
his arm while her husband was deployed, and 

a new friend arrived at the hospital with a stroller and blankets, 
whisking away her 1-year-old. 

 And there was the time last summer, after yet another move, 
that housing plans were delayed and her family had to stay in a 
hotel for 50 days. Elizabeth and another newly relocated mom met 
at a laundromat once a week. Doing the laundry together became 
a highlight of the summer. 

 With each new beginning came more insights into the vital 
role of women’s ministry. No, she could not bubble wrap her heart 
every time the family packed up and moved out. But she could 
share it with others, experiencing the power of vulnerability and 
shared faith.  

 Elizabeth became a founding member of the Military Council 
of Catholic Women. She served as a de facto consultant to Catholics 
trying to start or grow women’s groups.  

 The Washington-based mom with curly red hair, an adventur-
ous spirit and a buoyant faith came to realize she had something 
to say. She began rising at 5 a.m. to write in the dining room, coffee 
at hand. Stories poured out. Practical tips interspersed with spiritual 
insights. Reflection questions, prayers and accounts of female saints. 

Soon she had written a book, which was just published by Ave 
Maria Press.  

The title — “Joyful Momentum” — alludes to the Biblical 
friendship that offered the perfect starting point: the visitation be-
tween Mary and her pregnant cousin, Elizabeth. An exchange that 
was equal parts joy and mystery.  

The title also conveys the practical nature of the book: keys to 
growing the kind of ministry that develops momentum. It explores 
how to cultivate spiritual friendships, practice hospitality, embrace 
your strengths, serve the community, resolve conflict and mentor 
new leaders.  

Women need relationships  — more so than ever, perhaps, in an 
Instagram age.  

“Our faith is incarnational,” said Elizabeth, now 39. “We are 
supposed to walk alongside our sisters in Christ. Face-to-face con-
nections cannot be replicated by social media, and if we try to sub-
stitute emoji hearts for actually having a heartfelt conversation, we 
will fall into the trap of becoming digitally addicted yet interper-
sonally detached.”  

As she settles into her two-story brick colonial on an Air Force 
base near Tacoma, Elizabeth has an opportunity to live out the les-
sons she wrote.  

“Something I learn and re-learn is that when you accept hospi-
tality, you are also helping the person serving you because you are 
affirming that person’s service,” she said. “God put us into commu-
nity to lift each other up.”  

 There is plenty of laughter along the way.  
 Elizabeth likes to quote St. Ignatius Loyola, who said: “Laugh 

and grow strong.”  
 Laughter helps an absurdity look more like an amusement, an 

adventure. It softens as it strengthens. 
Just as surely as it bonds women finding humor in a shared ex-

perience, it also directs them to God, Elizabeth said. “We laugh 
when our spirits are light. I think of laughter as an involuntary ex-
pression of gratitude. When our spirits are light, it’s easy to see 
God’s goodness.” 
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I Still Believe (Lionsgate)
  Fact-based romantic drama tells the love 
story of future Christian music star  
Jeremy Camp (KJ Apa) and the fellow  
college student (Britt Robertson) for 
whom he fell at first sight. Their  
relationship is initially hindered by the 
fact that his friend and professional  
mentor, an already established singer 
(Nathan Dean), also loves the young lady. 
  But a much greater challenge arises 
later when she is diagnosed with cancer.  
Jeremy, who is clearly on board with the 
whole “in sickness and in health” deal, 
doesn’t allow this to deter him from 
wheeling Melissa into the chapel of the 
hospital where she’s being treated and 
popping the question. 
  Though generally supportive of him,  
Jeremy’s parents, Tom (Gary Sinise) and 
Terri (Shania Twain), are understandably 
concerned that, at just 20, he might be 
getting ahead of himself. But Jeremy  
remains convinced that marrying Melissa, 
even as he prays fervently for her to be 
healed, is the right thing to do. 
  Nondenominational affirmations of faith 
permeate the ups and downs of the tale 
as well as the musical interludes by which 
it's paced, making this congenial fare for 
Christians of various stripes while the  
absence of objectionable elements  
renders it suitable for all but the youngest 
moviegoers. Mature themes, brief  
medical gore, a couple of marital 
 bedroom scenes. The Catholic News 
Service classification is A-II -- adults and 
adolescents. The Motion Picture  
Association rating is PG -- parental 
guidance suggested. Some material may 
not be suitable for children.

‘Joyful momentum’ when two or more are gathered 

CChhrriissttiinnaa
CCaappeecccchhii

Freelance  
writer 

Inver Grove 
Heights, Minn. 

“Open Mic with Father Michel Mulloy” 
Why don’t we eat meat on Friday’s during Lent? Why does RCIA start in the fall?  

The Official Podcast of the Diocese of Rapid City is looking for your questions about the faith.  
This new stump the priest style podcast will feature your questions answered by  
Father Michel Mulloy.  Email bberreth@diorc.org or with your questions today!




