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Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
Christmas is a wonderful time of year. The celebration 
of the birth of our Savior brings hope and peace to our 
broken world. This is because, we touch the love of God 
made manifest. The deepest longing of the human heart 
is to encounter this eternal love. At Christmas we all 
pause with the magi in wonder and awe at the  
marvelous gift of God’s love poured into our hearts. We  
believe an eternal love is possible and we experience it. 
This makes all the difference in the world. May you  

The Adoration of the Magi 
is depicted in this 17th- 
century painting by French 
artist Claude Vignon. The 
feast of the Nativity of 
Christ, a holy day of  
obligation, is celebrated 
Dec. 25. 
 (CNS/Bridgeman Images)

experience this Advent and Christmas season, in a new 
and profound way, the depth of God’s love for us in 
Jesus. May you stand in wonder before the infant Christ 
and believe all over again. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
Wanikiya Tonpi Wowiyuskin nahan Omaka Teca Oiyokipi! 

Feliz Navidad y Próspero Año Nuevo! 
Fr. Michel Mulloy, Diocesan Administrator
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In mid-November I represented the 
Diocese of Rapid City at the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops fall meet-
ing in Baltimore, Md. It was another inter-
esting experience in this journey as the 
diocesan administrator.  

I visited with each of our former bishops 
and Bishop Steven Biegler and witnessed 
again the clarity of their teachings and 
guidance. We have been so blessed by the 
bishops who have called western South 
Dakota home. As the administrator, I was 
accorded the full rights and privileges of all 
the bishops. That was humbling.  

I want to thank you for making this trip 
possible. Each year during the Annual Ap-
peal we talk about the expenses for the 
Bishop’s Office. This is such an expense. It 
is important that our bishop connects to the 
greater work of the Catholic Church in 
America and the world. The meetings and 
the meals, the prayer and the casual conver-
sations allow the bishops to connect with 
one another, to understand the experience 
of the Catholic Church in the United 
States. You make this encounter possible 
with your support of the annual appeal. I 
am deeply grateful.  

The meetings began on Sunday with 
various committees of the USCCB conven-
ing to do the individual work each focuses 
on. The general sessions began on Monday 
and concluded on Thursday morning. The 
days were full, with two general sessions 
each day and a meeting of the bishops from 
each region (our region is Minnesota and 
the Dakotas) during the week. Mass was 

concelebrated each day and Morning and 
Midday Prayer from the Liturgy of the 
Hours started the general sessions. On 
Thursday there was a two-hour period of 
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and the 
opportunity for confessions.  

During lunch times and in the evenings, 
groups, agencies and organizations that 
support the Catholic faithful hosted recep-
tions to share about the ministry they offer 
to continue the mission of the church. The 
days started early and ended late and, al-
though there were the inevitable moments 
of boredom that come from hours of in-

tense listening through the general sessions, 
still the whole experience was uplifting and 
exciting.  

The bishops of our country are, in my es-
timation a dedicated and faithful group of 
men. They love the church and they want to 
lead their people into an authentic en-
counter with Jesus Christ that calls them to 
continue his mission in our country. They 
are ordinary men who are, nonetheless, 
called to extraordinary service. They serve 
willingly, if not always perfectly. Praying 
with them, listening to them, sharing sto-
ries, laughing and reflecting, gave me a 
deeper respect for them and the burden 
they carry. They deserve our prayers and our 
support.  

The topics at this conference would not 
be unfamiliar to any of us. Life issues were 
very present in the committee reports and 
action items that were discussed. They were 
attentive to the scourge of abortion and it 
is clear that they see it as the first issue 
among many that threaten the dignity of 
the human person. The immigration crisis 
was also notable on the agenda. Bishops 
who live along the southern border see first-
hand the devastation that impacts the dig-
nity of the real human persons caught in 
this legal battle. The magnitude of this crisis 
and the excellent work being done through 
the Catholic Church was documented for 

It’s important our bishops connect to the greater Catholic Church 

Auxiliary Bishop Robert J. Coyle of Rockville Centre checks his computer at the beginning of 
the general session meeting Nov. 14 in Baltimore. (CNS photo/Rick Musacchio, Tennessee 
Register) 

us. Whatever our po-
litical leanings, we 
cannot look at the face 
of Jesus Christ and not 
be moved to action on 
behalf of those who 
are suffering in this 
situation. I was im-
pressed with the 
amount of lobbying 
that the USCCB does 
in Washington, D.C., 
on this and many 
other issues of concern 
to us all.  

Another topic that 
was very prominent in 
the agenda was the 
sexual abuse crisis. 
There was a call to continue to be present 
to and listen to the victims of abuse, to see 
in them the suffering Christ. Building on 
the efforts to protect children and vulnera-
ble adults that have been implemented in 
the past, the bishops continued in this ses-
sion to develop a system for holding them-
selves accountable. In the new calendar year, 
a third-party system for reporting alleged 
sexual misconduct of bishops as well as their 
deliberate mismanagement of abuse cases 
will be available. As damaging as this whole 
experience has been and continues to be for 
so many, the bishops are striving to bring 
justice and healing to victims of abuse and 
our whole Catholic Church.  

The conference also voted on some doc-
uments that they have been working on. 
These included a discussion of the pope’s 
apostolic exhortation following the Synod 
on Youth and Young Adults, an additional 
letter calling all Catholics to exercise their 
right to participate in the political process 
of our country, the acceptance of a new 
translation of the Latin text that outlines 
the RCIA process, and a new priestly for-
mation program document to guide the for-
mation of seminarians in our country. Some 
of these documents were not finalized and 
will continue to be developed. 

This is just a smattering of my experi-
ences at the bishops’ conference in Balti-
more. It was eye opening, inspiring and 
challenging and reminded me again that we 
are so blessed to be a part of this great 
Catholic Church. 

Fr. Michel  
Mulloy 

 
Diocesan  

Administrator, 
Liturgy Director 

 
mmulloy@ 
diorc.org

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and main-
taining the safest possible environment for our children and young  people. To  
report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assis-
tance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to 
victims, she can be contacted  privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has 
caller ID and messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. 
Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authori-
ties. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving  
children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the 
Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. 

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on 
the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
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FR. HENDRICK  
ARDIANTO, SCJ

Priest Assignments_________________________________

Fr. Ed Kilianski, SCJ, provincial superior of the Priests of the  
Sacred Heart, Hales Corner, Wis., has presented Fr. Hendrik  
Ardianto SCJ, to provide ministry with the team of Sacred Heart 
priests serving the parishes on the Lower Brule Reservation in 
the Diocese of Rapid City and the Crow Creek Reservation in 
the Diocese of Sioux Falls. Father Ardianto is from Indonesia 
and was ordained Feb. 7, 2018. He began his service in the  
Diocese of Rapid City effective Nov. 18. 

December 2019  
December 18, Wednesday 
8:30 a.m. Tea with Preschoolers, 
Seton Preschool at Terra Sancta 
6:30 p.m. Year of the Eucharist  
Presentation, Our Lady of the Black 
Hills Parish, Piedmont 
  
December 19, Thursday 
3:50 p.m. St. Thomas More  
8th Grade Etiquette Tea,  
Hotel Alex Johnson 
  
December 20, Friday 
8 a.m. Real Presence Radio Host,  
live online at 89.9 and 94.7 FM 
  
December 23, Monday 
5:45 p.m. Reconciliation Service, 
Belle Fourche, St. Paul 
  
December 24-25,  
Tuesday- Wednesday   
Chancery Closed for Christmas Break 
  
December 29, Sunday 
5 p.m. Seminarian Christmas 
Mass/Dinner, Rapid City  
 

January 2020  
December 31, 2019  
- January 1, 2020 
Tuesday-Wednesday 
Chancery Closed for Solemnity 
of Mary, Mother of God 

January 2, Thursday 
8:30 a.m. Retreat Center Blessing, 
Terra Sancta 
6-8 p.m. Chancery Staff Christmas 
Gathering, Rapid City 
  
January 3, Friday 
9 a.m. Diocesan Liturgy Commission, 
Chancery  
  
January 4, Saturday 
9 a.m. Central Plains Commission 
Meeting, St. Joseph Church, Faith 
5:30 p.m. Mass, Cathedral  
  
January 5, Sunday 
8 and 10:30 a.m. Masses, Cathedral  
  
January 6, Monday 
8 a.m. Real Presence Radio On-Air 
Live, 94.7/89.9 FM 
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School 
Board Meeting, Cathedral 

  
January 8, Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. Cabinet Leaders 
Meeting , Chancery  
  
January 20, Monday  
Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Day, Chancery Closed  
 

Father Adam Hofer, Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City was sworn in as a First 
Lieutenant in the South Dakota Army National Guard in November. An informal  
celebration was held at the parish December 8 to celebrate the occasion. 

“My decision to become a chaplain in the National Guard was influenced by the serious 
need for chaplains in general and for Catholic priests in particular to serve as chaplains in 
the National Guard,” he explained in a statement to the West River Catholic. “About 24 
percent of the soldiers in 
the South Dakota  
National Guard are 
Catholic. Also, my dad 
served a long career in the 
National Guard and I have 
a significant appreciation 
for his service and example, 
as well as for the chaplains 
and their services and sup-
port provided throughout 
my dad’s career. As a priest, 
I believe that I can support 
our men and women in  
uniform who sacrifice for 
the freedom that we enjoy 
as Americans. My service is 
also founded in permission 
to serve from the Office of 
the Bishop.” 

His service will entail  
attending the “drill week-
end” with the Joint Force 
Headquarters unit each 
month as well as for two 
weeks during the summer. 
He will also attend a  
Chaplain Basic Officer 
Leadership Course at Fort 
Jackson, S.C., to learn mili-
tary protocol and chaplain  
specific training to effec-
tively serve the soldiers. 

Father Hofer to serve as Chaplain to the  
South Dakota National Guard

Warrant Officer Lonny Hofer, retired National Guard, swears 
in his son Father Adam Hofer, while First Lieutenant Pat 
Moran holds the microphone during the ceremony. (Photo 
Courtesy Brenda Schneller) 
 
Visit our Facebook page to see the full video of the  
swearing in: www.facebook.com/DioceseofRaidCity. 
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DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT — 
HEAD CHEF 

Terra Sancta Retreat Center is seeking applications for the position of full-time 
Head Chef. Terra Sancta Retreat Center, located in Rapid City, South Dakota, is known 
for exceptional hospitality and fabulous food. Owned and operated by the  
Diocese of Rapid City, the retreat center supports diocesan programs and events by 
providing meeting rooms, lodging, chapels and catering services. Additionally, the retreat 
center hosts groups from the local and regional community, as well as national gather-
ings for Catholic and Christian groups.  The Head Chef is an integral member of our 
team providing our guests with the highest quality food in both taste and presentation 
while managing food costs to keep in line with our budget. 

At Terra Sancta, we are deeply committed to maximizing the gift of our ministry 
and the strengths of our unique team. We strive to celebrate every talent that each team 
member has been given and to find roles that allow each of us to shine with the light 
of Christ. Though we each come from different backgrounds and experiences, we are 
drawn to the ministry of Terra Sancta by the common thread of providing a deep, 
prayerful experience for our guests.   

Minimum qualifications include preferred professional training as a chef and  
required prior cooking/kitchen experience in an institutional setting.  Additionally, the 
ability to lift and carry 30 pounds is required. 

 
APPLICATION PROCESS:  
A job description and on-line application may be found at 

https://terrasancta.org/headchef 
 Questions? Contact Margaret Simonson via email msimonson@diorc.org or: 

Office of the Chancellor 
Diocese of Rapid City 
606 Cathedral Drive 

Rapid City SD 57701 
Or contact Reeny Wilson (TSRC Director) at maureen@diorc.org or call  

605-716-0925. 
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package. 

Dr. Paula Sorensen 

Dr. Eyrn Caudill 

Dr. Greg Sorensen

Family Eye Care 

2626 W. Main St. Ste. 4, Rapid City, SD 57702 (next to Pizza Hut) 

605-399-3811 or 1-877-399-EYES 

www.eyedoctorsrapidcity.com

• Contact Lens Specialists  
   including bifocal contact lenses 
• Great frames & sunglasses 
• Diabetes and Glaucoma management 
• Family & second pair discounts 
• Urgent eye care for infections,  
   foreign body removal & other eye problems

Born to Eternal Life 

The following name should have been included in the 
diocesan necrology in the November West River Catholic.  
Rapid City, St. Martin Monastery 
2/19/19 Sister Edna Marie Stephenson.

Saturday, February 8, 2020 
$65.00 per couple 

l 4 p.m. Holy Hour  l 5:30 p.m. Mass 

l 6:30 p.m. Dinner l 7:30 p.m. Dance 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City 

  
Celebrate the Year of the Eucharist  

with a mini retreat with your beloved! 
An optional mini retreat is available for an additional $20.  

This will include an opportunity to see the Eucharist as the source and summit, not 
only of our faith, but also as a model of marriage. Reflections will be offered which 

will allow you to dive deeper into the intimacy which is rooted in Christ.  

10 a.m. -3 p.m. Mini Eucharistic Retreat, includes a light lunch.  
 
To register for these events go to: terrasancta.org 

For further information call Amy Julian or Linda Drake, 605-716-5214
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BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

Responding to editors’ requests for a regular 
sampling of current commentary from around 
the Catholic press, here is an unsigned editorial 
titled: “Peace amid the noise” from the Dec. 1 
issue of  The Southern Cross, South Africa’s 
Catholic weekly publication. 

For Catholics, the Advent season should 
create a tension in reconciling the secular 
and the holy elements of the weeks leading 
up to Christmas. 

More scrupulous Catholics may even be 
concerned about whether it is permissible 
for Catholics to sing Christmas songs such 
as “Jingle Bells” or “Santa Claus Is Coming 
To Town.” 

Of course, there is nothing to prevent 
them from doing so, unless such songs — 
usually attempts at parody — mock the in-
carnation. Clearly, Christmas songs that de-
ride the Nativity and engage in blasphemy 
should be avoided. 

School choirs in Catholic institutions 
are free to perform secular songs about 
Christmas at their concerts, but it should be 
seen as necessary that the bulk of the pro-
gram celebrates the coming of the Lord, 
rather than that of Santa Claus amid the 
weather conditions of the northern hemi-
sphere. 

The question of appropriate music also 
has relevance to liturgy. Obviously, secular 
Christmas songs have no place in the Mass. 
Likewise, most of the traditional Christmas 
carols about the birth of the Lord should 
not be sung during Advent, the time when 

we still await his birth. 
Conversely, as any good liturgist knows, 

Advent hymns such as “O Come O Come 
Emmanuel” should be sung only during the 
four weeks preceding the feast of the Na-
tivity, not at Christmas or the season that 
follows it. 

This distinction — between the seasons 
of Advent and Christmas — is important 
to keep in mind as we prepare to celebrate 
the Savior’s birth. 

As Catholics, we are called to regard  
Advent as a penitential season. Our priests 
wear purple at Mass, and we are called to 
quiet spiritual reflection, devotion and acts 
of charity during those four weeks. 

In the frenzy of preparing for the holi-
days, Christmas parties, shopping for gifts, 
planning the festivities — what the secular 
world calls the “Christmas season” — it is 
easy to lose sight of the contemplation 
which the season of Advent calls us to. 

For many Catholics, it may take a con-
scious effort to set aside quiet time for Ad-
vent. But it is important that we do so. 

There are many ways of doing so fruit-
fully. And with the first Sunday of Advent 
falling on Dec. 1 this year, the concept of 
traditional Advent calendars — which al-
ways run from Dec. 1 to 24 — can be ap-
plied. 

A recent meme on social media sug-
gested reading one chapter a day of the 24 
in the Gospel of Luke. In this way, one cov-

ers the Incarnation, its reason, its story and 
its culmination during the four weeks of 
Advent, finishing on Christmas Eve. This is 
indeed a commendable idea. 

During this time, we also must get our 
definitions right: The secular Christmas 
season is not our Christmas season. 

The secular Christmas ends when Santa 
Claus has delivered his presents and takes 
off till next November. But for us, Christ-
mas only begins with the feast of the Na-
tivity and ends with the feast of the 
Epiphany on Jan. 6 (and liturgically with 
the feast of the Baptism of Jesus the week 
after). 

Peace amid the noise
So, in our greetings, we ought to wish 

people a “Merry Christmas” even after Dec. 
25 (and not the ghastly “Compliments of 
the Season” or “Season’s Greetings”). And 
should that confuse the recipients of our 
salutation, we are presented with a cate-
chetical opportunity. 

But what is truly important is not how 
the rest of the world marks Christmas, but 
the state of our own interior disposition. 

Are we putting Christ back into Christ-
mas, in our lives and in our families, amid 
the bustle of those four weeks in Decem-
ber? Do we make time for Mary and Joseph 
on their way to Bethlehem? Do we prepare 
a room for the Holy Family? 

When we make proper time for Advent, 
in contemplation, devotion and charitable 
sacrifice, we need not be troubled by our 
concurrent participation in the secular 
Christmas season. 

In other words, there’s nothing wrong 
with it if we dream of a white Christmas — 
as long as we also sing “O Come O Come 
Emmanuel.”

‘As Catholics, we are called to regard Advent 
as a penitential season. Our priests wear  
purple at Mass, and we are called to quiet 
spiritual reflection, devotion and acts of  

charity during those four weeks.’
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(Editor’s note: During the Year of the  
Eucharist church teachings have been 
made available to parishes for their  
bulletins. In case the parish is unable to 
include the teachings they are reprinted 
here.) 
 
December 21-22, 2019  
Understanding the Encounter 
Blessing Prayers – 
These prayers formulated from similar 
prayers used in the second century are not 
heard if a song is sung. Being mindful that 
Jesus was Jewish, and he celebrated the 
Passover meal, the Mass came from this 
experience at the Last Supper. These 
prayers that are used in the preparation of 
the gifts are very similar to the prayers 
used at the Passover meal or the Seder 
meal. The priest who is Jesus present 
gives praise to God the Father for these 
gifts which come from human hands but 
will become truly divine in the Eucharistic 
sacrifice that will follow. If there is no 
singing, we respond with gratitude for 
God’s goodness to us — “Blessed be God 
forever.” All that we are, all that we have 
and all that we will become is because of 
the graciousness of our God. This  
expressed in these beautiful prayers or in 
a carefully chosen song.  
 
December 28-29, 2019  
Washing of Hands –  
The ritual of the priest washing his hands 
is a personal preparation. As Jesus pres-
ent, he will lead his body the church in the 
Eucharistic sacrifice. Yet the priest even 
though he is uniquely joined to Jesus by 
his ordination, is a sinner. The priest 
knows this, and this moment is a personal 
preparation for him. The prayer is said qui-
etly. It is a reminder once again, that the 
priest and all here are sinners and  
although unworthy to be here, are none 
the less blessed by God in our baptism. 
God makes us ready to enter into the sac-
rifice with his Son, Jesus.  

January 4-5, 2020  
Prayer Over the Offerings –  
The Preparation of the Altar and Gifts 
comes to its completion with an invitation 
from the priest, addressed to all the faith-
ful. It is a moment of honest supplication. 
The priest asks all of us to pray that our 
sacrifice will be acceptable to God the  
Father. The sacrifices here are more than 
just the bread and wine. They include any 
sacrifices, petitions, prayers that we per-
sonally unite to this sacrifice of Jesus 
about to be made. The priest as Jesus 
present and the faithful as Jesus’ body are 
about to enter the most solemn moment 
of the Mass. The reason we came and par-
ticipate in all that has gone before is to 
dispose us to join the sacrifice of Jesus. 
We know that God the Father accepts 
Jesus sacrifice. As the body of Christ, we 
pray that God will accept this sacrifice we 
offer, for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good and the good of the whole 
church. We pray that our participation will 
bear fruit in our lives and those for whom 
we offer this Mass. The faithful respond 
with their own prayer of supplication. The 
priest then gathers our supplication in the 
Prayer Over the Gifts.  
 
January 11-12, 2020  
Introduction of the Homilies on 
the Eucharistic Prayer –  
The Eucharistic Prayer is the summit of the 
whole Mass. In the next six weeks of  
Ordinary Time, the priest will be offering 
an in-depth look at the Eucharistic Prayer. 
The hope is that we can then more fully 
comprehend what is happening and more 
fully enter this encounter with the Jesus 
that Jesus deeply desires for us. There are 
nine Eucharistic Prayers. Most often we 
pray I or III at Sunday Masses and occa-
sionally IV.  
Eucharistic Prayer II is prayed at daily 
Mass and sometimes on Sundays. 

(Editor’s note: During the Year of the Eucharist the West 
River Catholic is asking people selected by their parishes  to  
express their feelings on receiving Communion.) 

 
Steve Hayes said he took 1st Communion at  

St. Anthony Parish in Draper in 1963. He now attends 
Christ the King Church in Presho.  

“I try to attend Mass at least two times during the 
week,” said Hayes. “What a beautiful way to start or end 
your day, spending time with God the Father at daily 
Mass.”  

He feels Christ’s presence when he hears the homilies or 
joins in the prayers. “I ask Jesus for help in different things. 
I feel like I am in His presence, especially at communion 
time. People need to go to Communion to experience the 
body of Christ Jesus,” he said.   

Hayes grew up Catholic and remembers his family saying the rosary before going to 
bed. “Everyone had to kneel on the carpet,” said he said. 

 He just finished a 10-week education series, “Lectio: Eucharist Discovering the Mass 
in the Bible ”  The Augustine Institute video-workbook series was led by his  
pastor, Fr. John Heying, for the Year of the Eucharist.  

“We talked about this in class, by attending Mass here on earth, we are preparing for 
Mass in heaven,” said Hayes.   

With increased education and experience he said he can discuss his faith better. “I am 
getting more and more comfortable talking with my friends and family about the good 
Lord if they are struggling,” he said.  

‘I feel like I am in His presence’

STEVE HAYES

U.S. Bishops Ad Limina Visits 

Region III, Archbishop Charles J. Chaput of Philadelphia elevates the Eucharist as U.S. bish-
ops from New Jersey and Pennsylvania concelebrate Mass at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside 
the Walls in Rome Nov. 27. The bishops were making their ad limina visits to the Vatican to  
report on the status of their dioceses to the pope and Vatican officials. South Dakota is in  
Region VIII and those dioceses ad limina visits will be in 2020. (CNS photo/Robert Duncan)
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’Tis the Season 
Diocese of Rapid City Chancery Staff and members of their families prepared and served 
supper on December 8 at the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology Newman Center. 
The evening included dinner for more than 50 people, eucharistic adoration and Mass. The 
following week semester finals were held at the college. (Pictured in foreground) Kathy 
Cordes, Linda Drake, Jacques Daniel, Laurie Hallstrom, Terri Patterson, and Becky Berreth. 
(Background) Corry Verhey and Fr. Michel Mulloy. (Photo by Brendan Murphy)

Everyone is welcome to attend the  

Installation as Acolytes of the Diaconate Candidates 

Rob Hrabe, Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 

Rich Olsen, Cathedral OLPH, Rapid City 

and Bill White, Christ the King, Porcupine 

To be held at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City 

Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020, 5:30 p.m. Mass,  

Presider, Fr. Michel Mulloy 

This celbration is  the next step toward potential ordination  

as a permanent deacon.

Sioux Falls Bishop Appointed 

Decemer 12, Pope Francis has accepted the resignation of Bishop 
Paul J. Swain of Sioux Falls and appointed as his successor Father 
Donald E. DeGrood, a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Min-
neapolis. Bishop-designate DeGrood, 54, is pictured in an undated 
photo. He will be the 9th Bishop of Sioux Falls. 
(CNS photo/courtesy Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis) 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 
(Left) The Dec. 12 diocesan celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe was held at Blessed Sacra-
ment Church, Rapid City. Parishioners Clay and Ashley Hunsaker and son, Lincoln, brought up 
baby clothes during the procession. Ahead of them is Miriam Henderson from Immaculate 
Conception Parish, Rapid City. (Center) Diocesan Administrator Fr. Michel Mulloy shook hands 
with the children during the children’s offering. He was the principal celebrant at the Mass. 
Many of the children dressed as Mexican peasants or St. Juan Diego. (Right) The icon of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe was decorated with roses to show the flowers that fell out of St. Juan 
Diego’s tilma. This is the only Marian image where she is shown as pregnant. (WRC photos) 

Pilgrimage to Fatima, Lourdes, Lisieux, Avila & Normandy  
are just a few of the many places we will visit with Father Brian Lane from  
July 6-17, 2020. We will depart from Rapid City.  4 and 5 star hotels and  
90% of all costs are included in the price. More info in brochures or at  
selectinternationaltours.com. Total cost is $4,195, registration deadline is  
March 20 with final payment due May 1. 
Poland Pilgrimage, June 1-12, 2020, with Father Andrzej Wyrostek  
(ONLY 8 Seats left). Total cost including air from Rapid City, hotels, all  
entrance fees, and most meals for 13 days is $3,995. Deadline to register is 
February 19, 2020 with final payment due April 2, 2020. 

Contact Rita Dupres, 605-381-4988  
 



the country, she 
gave Him his 
flesh and 
blood.” 

This is where 
stewardship  
enters our story. 
In embracing 
this Catholic 
Way of Life, we 
allow God into 
all our daily ac-
tivities; we invite 
the Holy Spirit to come and dwell in our 
lives; we allow him to guide our daily ac-
tivities, choices and work and he brings his 
life into the mundane. Like Mary, we have 
nothing to give but ourselves. And He 
asks for nothing else. But when we give 
that which we have, he gives back life in 
abundance. I think sometimes our greatest 
barrier to living this life of generosity, of 
abundance, of dedicated discipleship is 
that deep down we really don’t believe that 
it works this way. We doubt His generos-
ity, we doubt our own ability to receive 
and then to give. Deep down, do we really 
believe in God’s ability and desire to 
transform our lives; to make them holy? If 
we struggle, living a life of stewardship can 
help. Stewardship gives us concrete ways 
to bring God into the small, daily choices 
of life. To allow Him to be made in the or-
dinary. To live deeply in the mystery of the 
Incarnation.  

May the remainder of our Advent be 
filled with expectant stillness and silence. 
May we all experience the deep love of the 
Word Incarnate this Christmas. Many 
blessings to you and to your family from 
the Office of Stewardship!
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“A branch shall sprout from the root of 
Jesse, and the glory of the Lord will fill the 
whole earth, and all flesh will see the salva-
tion of God.” 

—Entrance Antiphon for Dec. 20 
 
The season of Advent; this season of  

silence and stillness; the season of waiting 
is fast approaching its end. In just a little 
while we will begin our celebration of 
Christmas. The glory of the Lord will once 
again “fill the whole earth” … or at least as 
much of it as we have given to him to fill. 
For the Lord cannot fill a cup already full.   

This is the great challenge of Advent; 
to do some major de-cluttering in our 
hearts in the stillness and silence. In “The 
Reed of God,” author Caryll Houselander 
has provided some beautiful imagery to 
help us do just that in imitation of Our 
Lady. She speaks of the virginal emptiness 
of Mary as an “emptiness like the hollow 
in the reed, the narrow riftless emptiness, 
which can have only one destiny: to  

receive the piper’s breath and to utter the 
song that is in his heart. It is emptiness 
like the hollow in the cup, shaped to  
receive water or wine. It is emptiness like 
that of the bird’s nest, built in a round 
warm ring to receive the little bird.”   

She goes on to ask, “can someone 
whose life is already cluttered up with 
trivial things get back to this virginal 
emptiness?” Yes! So, too, can those who are 
too full of their own big plans, those who 
are “too set on their own conscious pur-
pose in life … Zealots and triflers and all 

besides who have crowded the emptiness 
out of their minds and the silence out of 
their souls can restore it. At least they can 
allow God to restore it and ask him to do 
so.”  

If we have not yet captured the silence 
and stillness of Advent, it is not too late to 
do so. With God, it is never too late. 
Doing so is well worth the effort because 
as we learn from the example of Our Lady, 
into this emptiness rushes the Holy Spirit 
and in her case God is made man —  the 
Incarnation — the greatest event in 
human history. For us as well, new life will 
be made in us when we make space for the 
Holy Spirit, when we carve out stillness 
and silence and dwell in expectant empti-
ness.   

We can also follow Our Lady further 
and continue to learn from her. Having re-
ceived, Mary then gives. “She had nothing 
to give Him but herself. He asked for 
nothing else. She gave Him herself. Work-
ing, eating, sleeping, she was forming His 
body from hers. His flesh and blood. From 
her humanity she gave Him his human-
ity.” As Houselander points out, Jesus is 
formed as Mary moves through her daily 
activities. “Every beat of her heart gave 
Him his heart to love with. … Breaking 
and eating the bread, drinking the wine of 

Shawna Hanson 
Director Office of  

Stewardship 
SHanson@diorc.org 

‘If we have not yet  
captured the silence and 
stillness of Advent, it is not 
too late to do so. With God, 
it is never too late.’
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from October 1966 until 
his retirement in October 
1969. He received the 
title of archbishop at re-
tirement. 

The statement from 
the Rochester Diocese 
said, “Other prelates 
shared these concerns 
and expressed them,” 
adding that “there are no 
complaints against Arch-
bishop Sheen engaging in 
any personal inappropriate conduct nor were 
any insinuations made in this regard.” 

“The Diocese of Rochester did its due dili-
gence in this matter and believed that, while 
not casting suspicion, it was prudent that Arch-
bishop Sheen’s cause receive further study 
and deliberation, while also acknowledging 
the competency of the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints to render its decision. “ 

The Eucharistic 
Prayer is “the center 
and summit of the 
entire celebration …” 
(GIRM 78) To state 
this is not to say that 
this is the only part of 
the Mass that  
matters. All that has 
led up to this  
moment is prepara-
tion. The summit of a 
mountain does not 
exist except that it sits 
on the mountain it-
self. Up to this point 
in the liturgy, we have 
experienced the risen 
Lord present in the 

gathered community and in the person of 
the priest presiding. We have acclaimed 
our sinfulness and known again the mercy 
and love of God in Christ. We have glori-
fied God present. We have heard Him in 
the scripture readings that have been pro-
claimed. We appreciate anew the mar-
velous works God in his son Jesus which 
are summed up and fulfilled in Jesus’ death 
and resurrection. Thus, the Eucharistic 
Prayer is the summit toward which we 
have been climbing.   

Even so, it is difficult to truly enter this 
moment in the Mass. During the  
Eucharistic Prayer, the priest does most of 
the speaking. This leads to passivity, not 
because we want it to, but because this is 
what happens when one is speaking, and 
another is listening for a significant time. 
At least most people tell me that this is 
the time in the Mass where it is easy to 
become distracted. We can’t change the 
way the prayer is presented. We can un-
derstand the Eucharist Prayer better and 

Learning the Liturgy
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engage the prayer in ways that invite a 
more dynamic involvement. 

We need to understand the Eucharistic 
Prayer as something the whole assembly 
prays. The priest as Christ present leads 
his body, that is, the congregation. The 
General Instruction notes that the priest 
…  “unites the congregation with himself 
in the prayer that he addresses in the 
name of the entire community to God the 
Father through Jesus Christ in the Holy 
Spirit” (GIRM 78). For the priest to unite 
the assembly with himself, the assembly 
must be ready and willing to join the  
Eucharistic Prayer. 

As stated above, the Eucharistic Prayer 
is addressed to God the Father. Like the 
whole of the Mass, Christ present in us, 
offers himself to God the Father and God 
the Father responds. The Mass is a prayer 
dialogue. The Eucharistic Prayer begins in 
dialogue reminding us that we are praying 
to God the Father and that both the priest 
and people have a part in that dialogue.   

The first statement is a strong reminder 
that God is in our midst. The whole first 
part of the liturgy has affirmed that. God 
is present in the community gathered and 
in the Word we have shared. The commu-
nity acknowledges this and declares that 
God is present in the priest who is leading 
them. This is our belief. Christ is in his 
church when they gather, head and mem-
bers. St. Paul uses this dialogue often in 
his letters. We continue this ancient prac-
tice, recognizing the Lord is with us here 

and now.  
Next, the priest invites us to lift our 

hearts to the Lord. We are asked to give 
ourselves to God, who is at once, present 
to us and also living in glory. Everything 
that we have done at this point in the 
liturgy is summed up in this phrase. We 
respond that we are doing this now. Our 
attentive listening, our speaking the 
prayers and our singing all speak about 
how sincerely we have lifted our hearts to 
the Lord.  

The priest then sets the tone for the 
rest of the Eucharistic Prayer. He reminds 
us that we are going to give thanks to 
God. We give thanks because we remem-
ber what God has done for us. We  
remember that we are blessed by God’s 
love and action in our world. Remember-
ing we are blessed, we offer thanks. Thanks 

lead to praise of God’s goodness. Our  
response says that we understand how  
important this is, that we have in fact 
touched the goodness and blessing of God 
and we believe it is right — not just a nice 
idea — but RIGHT to give God thanks 
and praise. The general instruction says it 
this way. … “the meaning of the Prayer is 
that the entire congregation of the faithful 
should join itself with Christ in confess-
ing the great deeds of God and in the of-
fering of the sacrifice” (GIRM 78). The 
Eucharistic Prayer is a model for our 
Catholic way of life. The Eucharistic 
Prayer is then, a stewardship prayer.  

 
In the next few columns we will 

deepen our understanding of the  
Eucharistic Prayer and our participation 
in this center and summit of the Mass.

PEORIA, Ill. (CNS) -- Bishop Daniel R. Jenky 
of Peoria said Dec. 3 Vatican officials have 
told him that the upcoming beatification of 
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen has been post-
poned. 

A news release from the Diocese of Peoria 
said it was informed Dec. 2 that Vatican had 
decided to postpone the Dec. 21 ceremony “at 
the request of a few members” of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

The diocese added, “In our current climate 
it is important for the faithful to know that 
there has never been, nor is there now, any al-
legation against (Archbishop) Sheen involving 
the abuse of a minor.” 

However, a Dec. 5 statement from the Dio-
cese of Rochester, New York, said it had “ex-
pressed concern about advancing the cause 
for the beatification of Archbishop Sheen at 
this time without a further review of his role in 
priests’ assignments.” 

Archbishop Sheen was bishop of Rochester 

Beatification for Archbishop Sheen postponed

ARCHBISHOP  
FULTON J. SHEEN 

(CNS files) 

Highpoint of Mass is Eucharistic Prayer



Resist the twitter-
ization of thought — 
give books for 
Christmas! The fol-
lowing titles will de-
light, instruct, edify 
(or all of the above):   

“ C h u r c h i l l : 
Walking with Des-
tiny,”by Andrew Ro-
berts (Viking): There 
seems to be no end to 
the making of books 
about Winston 
Churchill. I own 17 

and have no hesitation in saying this is the 
best Churchill biography ever, written with 
a narrative drive that sustains your interest 
through even the familiar bits. It’s also a 
treasure-trove of witticisms, including this 
rapier-quick Churchillian riposte to Charlie 
Chaplin’s announcement at a Chartwell 
dinner party that his next movie role would 
be Jesus Christ: “Have you cleared the 
rights? 

“In Oceans Deep: Redemptive Suffer-
ing and the Crucified God,” by Eduardo 
Echeverria (Lectio Publishing): A powerful 
reflection on the mystery of evil from a fine 
theologian and insightful commentator on 
matters ecclesiastical, written while he was 
mourning the death of a two-year old 
granddaughter.  

“Land of Hope: An Invitation to the 
Great American Story,” by Wilfred M. 
McClay (Encounter Books): The antidote 
to the damage caused by Howard Zinn’s 
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wretched “People’s History of the United 
States.” Give it to every millennial on your 
Christmas list.   

“Appeasement: Chamberlain, Hitler, 
Churchill, and the Road to War,” by Tim 
Bouverie (Tim Duggan Books), and “1941: 
The Year Germany Lost the War,” by An-
drew Nagorski (Simon & Schuster): Two 
powerful reminders that pretending totali-
tarians don’t mean what they say makes 
matters worse.  

“The Day Is Now Far Spent,” by Robert 
Cardinal Sarah in conversation with Nico-
las Diat (Ignatius Press): Cardinal Sarah is 
a radically converted Christian disciple 
whose love for Christ impels him to speak 
without euphemism about Catholicism’s 
contemporary challenges. Some may find 
the cardinal’s reading of the signs of the 
times apocalyptic; the same people would 
likely say the same thing about St. Augus-
tine.  

“The Guarded Gate: Bigotry, Eugenics, 
and the Law That Kept Two Generations 
of Jews, Italians, and Other European Im-
migrants Out of America,” by Daniel 
Okrent (Scribner): A chilling exploration of 
how WASP prejudice married to crackpot 
“science” warped American politics and law 
— and a preview of how the same cocktail 
of nonsense (and some of the same people) 
helped advance the abortion license. 

“Last Testament,” by Benedict XVI 
with Peter Seewald (Bloomsbury Contin-
uum): Forty-five minutes with the Pope 
Emeritus in October easily ranks among 
my most bracing conversations of 2019. 

This interview-style memoir ought to (but 
likely won’t) clear up some misconceptions 
about a brilliant and holy man, as it ought 
to (but certainly won’t) put a stop to lurid 
speculations about the reason for his abdi-
cation. 

“Touched with Fire: Morris B. Abram 
and the Battle Against Racial and Reli-
gious Discrimination,” by David Lowe 
(Potomac Books): An overdue celebration 
of a man of conviction and courage and a 
useful reminder that not so long ago “lib-
eral” meant something much better than 
“crazy leftist.”  

“George Marshall: Defender of the 
Republic,”  by David L. Roll (Dutton Cal-
iber): Hard as it may be to imagine these 
days, giants once walked the earth along the 
Potomac littoral. As U.S. Army Chief of 
Staff throughout World War II, then post-
war Secretary of State and Secretary of De-
fense, George Catlett Marshall didn’t get 
everything right; no one does. But he was 
the antithesis of those who crave distinction 
from high office instead of bringing distinc-
tion to it, and his example continues to in-
spire. 

“Primal Screams: How the Sexual Rev-
olution Created Identity Politics,” by 
Mary Eberstadt (Encounter Books): Any-
thing Mary Eberstadt writes is worth read-

Books for Christmas – 2019
ing — and doubly so when her latest explo-
ration of our wounded culture worries a 
New York Times columnist.  

“Why Celibacy? Reclaiming the  
Fatherhood of the Priest,” by Father 
Carter Griffin: A powerful explanation of 
an ancient tradition’s relevance for 21st-
century Catholicism, which should have 
been a reference at the Amazonian synod. 
Especially useful for seminarians but im-
portant reading regardless of your state of 
life in the church. 

“The Gifted School,” by Bruce 
Holsinger (Riverhead Books): A delicious 
send-up of bulldozer parents in a progres-
sive town, but also (and perhaps uninten-
tionally) a stark evocation of lives without 
God.   

“How Catholic Art Saved the Faith: 
The Triumph of Beauty and Truth in 
Counter-Reformation Art,” by Elizabeth 
Lev (Sophia Institute Press): Liz Lev not 
only makes you see things you never saw 
before in a painting or a sculpture; she bril-
liantly explicates the meaning of what 
you’re seeing afresh. 

And (if I may): “The Irony of Modern 
Catholic History: How the Church  
Rediscovered Itself and Challenged the 
World to Reform” (Basic Books): I hope 
you and those on your gift list enjoy these. 
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Go to confession, let 
yourself be consoled 

VATICAN CITY  — Anyone who 
wants to experience the consolation and 
tenderness of God simply needs to go to 
confession, Pope Francis said at his morn-
ing Mass. 

Celebrating the liturgy Dec. 10 in the 
chapel of his residence, Pope Francis recited 
an imaginary conversation: 

“Father, I have so many sins, I’ve made 
so many mistakes in my life.” 

“Let yourself be consoled.” 
“But who will console me?” 
“The Lord.” 
“Where must I go?” 
“To ask pardon. Go. Go. Be bold. Open 

the door. He’ll caress you.” 
The Lord draws near to those in need 

with the tenderness of a father, the pope 
said. 

Paraphrasing the day’s reading from Isa-
iah 40, the pope said, “He is like a shepherd 
who pastures his sheep and gathers them in 
his arms, carrying the lambs on his bosom 
and sweetly leading them back to their 
mother ewes. That’s how the Lord consoles 
us.” 

“The Lord always consoles us as long as 
we let ourselves be consoled,” he said. 

Of course, he said, God the father also 
corrects his children, but he does that, too, 
with tenderness. 

Often, he said, people look at their own 
limits and sins and start thinking that there 
is no way God can forgive them. “It is then 
that the voice of the Lord is heard, saying, 
‘I will console you. I am close to you,’ and 
he tenderly reaches us.” 

“The powerful God who created the 
heavens and earth, the hero-God — if you 
want to say it that way — became our 
brother, who carried the cross and died for 
us, and is capable of caressing us and saying, 
‘Don’t cry.’” 

a



As published in the West River Catholic, the diocese purchased 
the former Black Hills  
Federal Credit Union building on Main Street for the new pastoral cen-
ter (Chancery). The purchase price was $4 million. The hope was that 
by purchasing and renovating an existing building we would save 
some money. In fact, we have.  

We are committed to bringing our diocesan staff together into one 
facility. This is essential to our continued ministry to the parishes. 
Working with the construction company and the design team, we have 
cut the cost of the remodeling as much as possible while still creating 
a facility that will serve the needs of the diocesan staff and our min-
istry to the  
diocese. With these adjustments, the remodeling of the former credit 
union will cost  
$2 million. That means the total cost of the new pastoral center will 
be $6 million, which is $1 million below our initial estimate.  

In addition, I am excited to inform you that the Mustard Seed 
Catholic Store has entered into an agreement with the diocese to rent 
a portion of the remodeled pastoral center. This will 
 generate income for the diocese in the form of rent and help us re-
coup some of the renovation costs over time. Most importantly, this 
will be a great partnership with a Catholic-based company that serves 
the people of our diocese well. 

As was done for the renovation of Terra Sancta, the diocese will 
borrow the money needed to complete the project while pledged 
funds are still coming in and continue efforts to secure the necessary 

funds to eliminate the debt as soon as possible. Thanks to the contin-
ued generosity of our people we were able to retire the diocesan debt 
on Terra Sancta  
before we started the Living the Mission Campaign. 

The Rapid City Catholic School System Board of Directors, working 
in conjunction with their finance department, school administration 
and the diocesan bishop will determine how to best proceed with the 
allocated funds. The remaining three case elements of the campaign 
are endowments. These will be  
established and/or supplemented with their apportioned shares of 
campaign funds as  
indicated above. Endowments are by nature ongoing and the money 
applied to these elements will be used as originally designated to  
provide the principal for these funds.  

There may be some disappointment and frustration as you read 
this report. If that is the case, I hope those feelings can give way to 
the joy of realizing the progress we have achieved in fulfilling our mis-
sion and the legacy that we will accomplish through your generosity. 
Thanks again to all who have participated. Thank you for taking the 
time to read this  
update. Your interest in the life of the church is vital in all that we do. 
Please pray for the church in western South Dakota, for those who 
work in our parishes and schools, the priests, deacons, lay ministers, 
catechists and staff, and for one another. May we continue, by God’s 
grace, to live the mission of Jesus Christ in the Diocese of Rapid City.  
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The former building drive-thru  
is being enclosed and will be 
rented by the Mustard Seed 
Catholic Store. 

Construction vehicles are a com-
mon sight at the new pastoral 
center in downtown Rapid City. 
Preliminary plans are to move 
Chancery Offices in May 2020.

Tours of the new pastoral center con-
struction site are offered on the third  
Friday of the month from 3-6 p.m. at  
225 Main St., Rapid City. The next tours 
are Dec. 20, 2019 and Jan. 17, 2020. 

The original goal of $12 million was divided in the following way. 
Pastoral Center — $7.0 million or 7/12 of the goal  
RCCSS Cafeteria — $2.0 million or 2/12 of the goal 
Priest’s Retirement — $1.0 million or 1/12 of the goal 
Native Ministry — $1.0 million or 1/12 of the goal 
RCCSS Endowment — $1.0 million or 1/12 of the goal 
 
Therefore the $7.2 million available for case elements will be  
allocated as follows over the next five years as the pledges are paid.  
Pastoral Center — $4.2 million or 7/12 of the pledges redeemed  
RCCSS Cafeteria — $1.2 million or 2/12 of the pledges redeemed 
Priest’s Retirement — $600,000 or 1/12 of the pledges redeemed 
Native Ministry — $600,000 or 1/12 of the pledges redeemed 
RCCSS Endowment — $600,000 or 1/12 of the pledges redeemed 
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Pastoral  
Center  
$4.2M

Parish 
Share 
$2.1M

Priest  
Retirement 

$600K

Native  
Ministry 
$600K

RCCSS 
Cafeteria 
$1.2M

RCCSS 
Endowment 

$1.2M

Allocation of 
Living the  

Mission Funds

As 2019 draws to a close, this seems an appropriate time 
to provide an update on the Living the Mission Campaign. 
Thank you to all of those who have participated in prayer and 
sacrifice for this campaign. The following is a report on the 
progress that has been made and the steps that remain to be 
completed.   

The Living the Mission Campaign has been largely  
successful. I am deeply grateful to all the pastors, lay leaders 
and the faithful of the diocese for their ongoing participation 
in this campaign. Many of us in the diocese have given very 
generously of our time and our financial resources. We have 
done so because we believe in the vision of ministry that we 
hold as a diocese and a Catholic school system. We  
responded to the invitation to participate because we love 
our Catholic faith and want to see the good work we do  
continue. We continue to live the mission of Jesus Christ, to 
give because we have received and because we belong. A 
deeper awareness of that truth is always a success and will 
bear fruit. Know that you are sharing in that mission and that  
success as you fulfill your pledges. 

The campaign is not over. Our current participation rate of 
18.3% is higher than typical rates for this type of campaign, 
and additional pledges continue to come in as the campaign 
moves forward. A few parishes are still working on the initial 
appeal, but many parishes have moved into the redemption 
phase and ongoing work of the campaign. If you have not  
participated, it is not too late. As detailed on this page, the 
need is still present and continued good work will be  

accomplished through the Living the  
Mission Campaign. You can still decide 
now to become a part of fulfilling this  
vision by contacting your parish or the 
diocese directly.   

In addition to the redemption of 
pledges, which is ongoing for the next five 
years, there will be continual efforts to 
reach out to those who have given a gift 
and indicated that they would consider 
another gift in the following year. Parish-
ioners who are new to our diocese will 
also be invited to consider joining the  
efforts.  

We have nearly $11 million in pledges toward the goal of 
$12 million. When the goal for the Living the Mission Cam-
paign was established, we were hopeful that we would not 
only meet the goal but exceed it by enough to also cover the 
costs of the campaign and the parish shares. In all honesty, 
those of us responsible for the campaign were overly opti-
mistic in our enthusiasm for the campaign and our commit-
ment to the vision which identified the case elements of the 
campaign as the most critical needs of the diocese.  

With the reality that we have fallen short of the goal for 
now, we have had to determine how the pledges we have 
raised to date will be allocated between the campaign case 
elements. 

FR. MICHEL  
MULLOY 

DIOCESAN  
ADMINISTRATOR

The LTM Campaign has been largely successful
Determining how best to proceed

First of all, the campaign is structured so that those parishes which meet their 
goals and are successful in fulfilling those pledges will receive back 20% of their 
stated goal. Those parishes whose pledges exceed their goal and who successfully 
fulfill those pledges will receive, in addition to the 20% of the goal, an additional 
60% of amounts pledged in excess of their goal. Several parishes have met or ex-
ceeded their goals, resulting in a total of $2.1 million in shares that will be allocated 
to these parishes. Those parishes will be able to use these funds to support their 
own needs and mission. Additionally, the diocese paid $1.7 million for the services 
of the  
wonderful young men and women from CCS who guided our efforts.  

Meeting these obligations means adjustments must be made to the amount of 
money allocated to each case element. After the campaign costs and the parish 
shares have been paid, the diocese and the Rapid City Catholic School System  
currently have $7.2 million to allocate proportionately to the various case elements, 
in keeping with the original vision of the campaign. Additional pledges from the on-
going fundraising efforts will be allotted in the same proportion. 

The allocation structure will remain 



PRESERVING A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
BY KATHY CORDES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST

Did you know there are three floors in 
our new pastoral center? Not many people 
do. A basement is often overlooked but in 
the new pastoral center this floor will be 
taking on new life as we move our current 
diocesan archives. The move in date has 
yet to be determined.  

The diocesan archives have been on 
quite a journey. Over the years, we have 
moved from a 290 (est.) square footage 
one room Chancery building basement 
(behind the Cathedral) to nearly 2,000 
square feet at Terra Sancta Chancery 
Annex to the upcoming new Pastoral 
Center in downtown Rapid City.  

Our diocesan archives are at maximum 
capacity!  Making this new move will  
enable us to work more efficiently, timely, 
up to date. Currently, the archives occupy 
five rooms on two floors, and two small 
closets at Terra Sancta.  My main work-
space serves as an office and processing 
area all in one.  At times, more often than 
not, it looks as if I am moving and there 
are boxes and artifacts all over! Packages 
and boxes are left on my doorstep, some-
times anonymously, as someone is usually 
downsizing or cleaning out their attic.   

The new floor space will be in a much 
larger room with the space needed to 
process files, artifacts and collections. 
These will be easy to access and items will 
not be stacked on top of one another. Ad-
ditional surfaces for sorting and arranging 
collections and some storage for supplies 
will be beneficial. I will have ample storage 
space and I will be able to scan photo-
graphs and books without moving a sepa-
rate desk around to line up with my 
computer. My hopes are to purchase a 
book scanner that permanently sits on a 
separate desk to use efficiently and not 
have to move and reinstall this piece of 
equipment every time I want to use it. I 
will be able to work among the ‘stacks’ and 
not have to move my research into a dif-
ferent office.   

Our diocese must adhere to record  
retention guidelines regulated by S.D. 
state law and our church Canon Laws. 
Canon law states a diocese must have ade-

A sneak peek at the new diocesan archives
quate space to store records and artifacts.  
Canon Law also defines what records 
need to be stored permanently. Records 
such as financial records, employee 
records, etc. must adhere to South Dakota 
State Retention guidelines.   

Windows are typically not used in 
archival storage areas. This practice is used 
to protect collections from light, humidity 
and excess heat gain or loss. Different 
areas to house such items as tin type nega-
tives are individually temperature-con-
trolled areas along with an area to house 
photos that will not be subject to the same 
elements as above.  

Growth and expansion are important 
for our future, our history, and our espe-
cially Catholic history. We are called as  
Christians to reach out to the next genera-
tion, to pass on our faith. The foundation 
being the heart of Catholic history just 
may be found in the basement!  

Those who have toured the basement love 
that I have put my title on the door already. 
(WRC photo)

Pastoral Center Construction Continues — 
Tours Still Underway 

Walls are being built in the lobby of the former credit union to make way for more 
conference rooms. A big challenge to ministry now is the lack of meeting spaces. 
Tours are available to the public on third Friday of each month from 3-6 p.m.  
Pre-registration not needed. If you have tour questions contact Todd Tobin at  
605-343-3541.  

 
Next Date: Friday, December 20, 2019 

Time: 3 p.m. – 6 p.m. 
Location: 225 Main St., Rapid City, SD 57701 

Special Instructions: Building access directions signage  
will be posted at each event. 

Hard hats will be provided and must be worn at all times. 
See pages 12-13 

Have you been on a tour of the New Pastoral Center yet? 
14  WRC December  2019Diocese/Parishes
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December 30, Monday 
sDeadline for submissions:   

Paper mailed Tuesday, January  21. 

)605-343-3541 

8lhallstrom@diorc.org 

8bberreth@diorc.org

Diocesan  
�Masses for Life� 
Matching Grant   

   Maintaining a strong culture  
of life requires prayer and action 
regarding all life challenges.  
The diocesan “Masses for Life,” 
for the protection of all life, have 
been offered daily at various 
parishes throughout the  
diocese for 13 years. Your  
donations ensure that his  
program continues. Masses  
are coordinated by the Blessed  
Sacrament Parish Pro-Life  
Committee.  
   Again this year, the Diocesan 
Social Justice Commission will 
match total donations, up to 
$250. Please act by sharing 
your treasure and mailing your  
donation to: 
 

 Diocesan Masses for Life 
c/o Mary Mitchell  

113 Berry Pine Rd. 
Rapid City SD 57702.  

 
Donations must be  
postmarked on or before  
December 31, 2019. 

December 20, Friday 
sSimbang Gabi: A Filipino Advent  

celebration will be held at Terra Sancta Re-
treat Center, Rapid City. Father Jason 
Marco from the Diocese of Cheyenne will 
be the celebrant. Confessions at 5:30 p.m. 
Mass at 6 p.m., followed by dinner. 

December 22, Sunday 
sAdvent/Christmas Labyrinth Prayer 

Walk: Self-led prayer pamphlet will guide 
those walking the labyrinth with prayers for 
Advent. Held at Terra Sancta from 9 am-6 
p.m. Runs December 18-23 and December 
26-31. 8terrasancta.org. 

sChristmas Taize: Experience the  
sacred through song, silence, and scripture. 
Held at 5:30 p.m. at Terra Sancta. 

December 24-25 and  
December 31-January 1,  

Tuesday-Wednesday 
sChancery Offices Closed: In obser-

vance of Christmas and the Solemnity of 
Mary. 

January 3, Friday 
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First  

Friday prayers and devotions 6 p.m. in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel, Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. First 
Saturday, January 4, begins with prayers at 
7:45 a.m. followed by 8 a.m. Mass and  
exposition in Our Lady’s Chapel, Cathe-
dral. )Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202 or Ellen 
605-718-9909. 

January 11, Saturday 
sKnights of Columbus Bowling  

Tournament: Begins at 1 p.m. at the 
Meadowood Lanes, Rapid City. Entry fee 
$80 for a team of 4 people. Proceeds go to 

Coats for Kids. Cash prizes/door 
prizes/strike pot and more. )John at 393-
2081 8jschlim1@gmail.com.  

January 13, Monday 
sCatholics Returning Home: Six-week 

program for those who have been away 
from the church and are thinking about re-
turning. Begins at 7 p.m. at the Cathedral 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. 
No charge )Margaret 605-939-0579 or 
8info@returningcatholics.net. 

January 17, Friday 
sRefuel: For all religious educators, 

youth ministers, and anyone involved in 
evangelization and catechesis. Begins with 
Mass and Dinner at 5:30 p.m. on Friday 
and ends Saturday, January 18. Held at 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center. See page 11. 

January 19, Sunday 
sRoe V. Wade Memorial: Rapid City 

Right to Life will sponsor a memorial hour 
at Open Bible Church, 2225 E. St. Patrick 
St., Rapid City, from 2-3 p.m. South 
Dakota Lieutenant Governor Larry  
Rhoden will speak on the Sanctity of Life. 
A reception from 3-4 will follow. Catholics 
and Protestants are invited. The event is free 
and no reservations are needed.  

January 24, Friday  
sHeart to Heart for the Engaged: For 

engaged couples to deepen their relation-
ship with each other and God by exploring 
the Catholic Church’s vision of marriage. 
Required for couples doing marriage prep 
in the diocese. Ends January 26. 8terra 
sancta.org/heart2heart. 

January 26, Sunday 
sLIFE Runners Speaker: Dr. Pat Cas-

tle, president and founder of LIFE Runners 
will be in Pierre/Ft. Pierre for two days of 
speaking engagements. Sunday’s events in-
clude the Life Walk at 12:30 p.m. followed 
by Hour of Reflection at 2 p.m.  at the 
Capitol Rotunda, and he will present “Liv-
ing Pro-Life with Virtue” at 5 p.m. at St. 
John the Evangelist Church, Fort 
Pierre. On Monday he will speak on “Real 
Healthcare, Support Life at All Stages” at 
noon, at the Capital University Center Au-
ditorium, Pierre, and speak at Theology on 
Tap, “FACE it: Faith, Activism, Courts, 
Education,” 7 p.m., Drifter’s, Fort Pierre. 
All events are open to the public. Free will  
offering will be taken. )St. John the Evan-
gelist Church 605-223-2176.  

January 27, Monday 
s“Heal Your Grief ” Bereavement  

Support Group: Eight-week, non- 
denominational support group for Chris-
tian adults grieving the loss of a love one. 
Begins at 6 p.m. at the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. Please 
come early to register. )Janece Rieman 
605-343-5547 or George Wallace  
605-721-3811. 

sMen in Black Basketball: Held at  
St. Thomas More High School. Begins 
with community dinner from 5-6:30 p.m., 
followed by games between students and 
teachers, and the students verses priests at 
7 p.m. Priests will be available to sign  
basketball cards from 6-6:30 p.m.  

February 1, Saturday 
sCatechesis of the Good Shepherd, 

Level 1 Training, Session 2: Learn this 
Montessori-based religious formation for 
children beginning at the age of three. The 
program seeks to create a sacred hands-on 
space for children to celebrate and learn 
about the mysteries of the Catholic faith. 
Held at Our Lady of the Black Hills 
Church, Piedmont. Saturday schedule –  
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Sunday 11 a.m.-6 p.m., and 
Monday 9 a.m.-5 p.m. $350 cost includes 
materials and national registration. Book 
packet is $50. )605-787-5168 or 
8rhonda.gehlsen@olbh.org. 

February 15, Saturday 
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for 

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn 
more about natural family planning. Held 
at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish, from  
9 a.m.-noon. )Family Life Ministries 
605-716-5214. 

February 29, Saturday 
sCatholic Daughters Lenten Day of 

Recollection: Held at St. Therese Hall, 
Rapid City. Open to all. More information 
to come.  

Standing Events Update 
sSpanish Bible Study: Learn about the 

Catholic faith on Saturdays from Noon-
1:30 p.m., at Blessed Sacrament Church, 
Rapid City, downstairs, room 1. Everyone 
welcome. Aprenda sobre la fe católica, los 
sábados desde el mediodía hasta la 1:30 p.m., 
en la Iglesia Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City, 
abajo, sala 1. Todos son bienvenidos. )Maria 
Munoz 605-791-3430. 

Podcasts  
on tap

Download from  
Official Podcast for the 

Diocese of Rapid 
City”or at  

rapidcitydiocese.org  
“Simbang Gabi”
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We have grown so much as a diocese  
because so many have the opportunity to 
deepen their understanding and  
appreciation of our faith. Terra Sancta has  
also become a gateway of evangelization  
as visitors from around the country have 
discovered the truth and love of our God  
and his Son Jesus Christ through the  
gracious hospitality of the retreat center  
staff.

I've been fortunate to stay in retreat  
centers all over the country and I can  
honestly say that I don't know if I have  
ever had a better experience than the one  
at Terra Sancta. Not only was the facility  
excellent, but the Holy Spirit was palpable  
there and the staff was beyond gracious 
and top-notch.

Terra Sancta is truly a place of peace and  
holiness. To pray there, in its large and  
beautiful chapel, is to be gifted with  
unencumbered time to receive God's love.  
Enjoy the fine accommodations and the  
grounds as well.  It is a true gift to South  
Dakota.

What a complete joy (we) had coming to  
Terra Sancta...giving the retreat and  
experiencing the well-oiled retreat center.  
The food was outstanding, the entire  
facility was immaculately clean/ 
organized/beautiful and ALL the people  
there working to keep Terra Sancta in top  
shape and be so gracious to us, your  
guests, was a blessing to experience.

FR. MICHEL MULLOY 
Diocesan Administrator 

Diocese of Rapid City

FR. JOHN RICCARDO 
Executive Director 

ACTS XXIX 
actsxxix.org

DEACON JAMES KEATING, PH.D. 
Institute for Priestly Formation 

Omaha, NE

MATT & MINDY DALTON 
Co-founders 

Marriage Missionaries 
www.marriagemissionaries.org
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Diocesan Use
CHANCERY OFFICES | PARISHES | CATHOLIC SOCIAL SERVICES | RAPID CITY CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

Throughout the previous fiscal year 
(July 1, 2018- June 30, 2019), diocesan  
entities utilized various aspects of the  
retreat center.  In total, income from  
diocesan entities exceeded $180,378. 
Here’s a quick review of some of the  
highlights: 
 
Events sponsored by Faith Formation  
generated more than $13,000 in lodging  
income. 
 
Family Life Ministries hosted 33 events  
at the retreat center. 
 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry – with  
two week-long camps for youth – 
purchased more than $26,000 from  
TSRC Catering Services. 
 
Stewardship kept us hopping with our  
largest event to date – the Summit! 
 
Duc In Altum Training Week with the  
Vocations Office is the longest single  
event – nine days long!

diocesan events

diocesan guests — includes all events, 
meetings, liturgies, retreats and more  

sponsored by Chancery Offices, diocesan 
parishes, Catholic organizations within the  

diocese, the Rapid City Catholic School  
System, Catholic Social Services and  

priest respite stays.

contributed services to diocesan entities — these  
groups do not pay fees for meeting rooms, beverage  

service, chapel use or equipment and services  
provided by the retreat center.

423
18,866

$119,991

FOR A FULL REPORT GO TO HTTPS://TERRASANCTA.ORG/OUR-IMPACT
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DO SOMETHING   

We are the “hands and feet” of Jesus in our world. 
How can we act and serve to reflect  

His love and compassion? 
This music video, “Do Something” by Matthew West,  

can help give you some ideas!  
May God’s blessings reach through  

you to others in 2020! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_RjndIX8 

—The Social Justice Commission 

Living the life of Christ is an ongoing 
process of more and more for Christ, and 
less and less getting in the way. 

If we want to follow Christ, it’s as sim-
ple as recognizing that we will be called 
and offered the opportunity to act. How 
we respond to that call reveals whether 
we follow Christ, or merely want to ap-
pear to follow Christ. 

As hard as that may seem, we do have 
the gift of every moment, so we can  
reassess, reflect, repent and begin again. 
We can choose to do what is right, even 
if it is after the fact. Jesus goes so far as 
to tell us the story of the two sons, one of 
whom says “Yes” to his father’s request, 
and does not do it, and one who says 
“No,” but upon reflection, goes and is 
obedient. We’re to be that second son in 
all things, to fight against the sinful self-
ish component of our nature that wants 
to fester and not act. 

We should know from confirmation 
that we’re called to be stewards — the 
hands and feet of Christ in the world, 

Be the one who reaches out
serving all who need their feet washed, 
their wounds tended, their hearts healed. 
We should know that living the life of 
Christ is an ongoing process of more and 
more for Christ, and less and less getting 
in the way. The more we allow room for 
Christ, the less room there is for sin. The 
more we allow room for others, the more 
there are to serve. 

So be the one breaking down the roof 
to lower his friend before Christ. Be the 
one who reaches out and says, “Lord, if 
you will it” and allow yourself to be used 
to manifest Christ’s grace, Christ’s good-
ness, Christ’s healing, Christ’s joy in oth-
ers. Don’t worry if you’ve said “No” up to 
now — just know, if today you hear his 
voice, harden not your heart, and if you 
already heard his voice today and didn’t 
respond, start now. Begin again. 

 
Sherry Antonetti: © 2019 EWTN News, 

Inc. Reprinted with permission from the 
National Catholic Register – www.ncregis 
ter.com

Gift Yourself Post-abortion Healing in 2020 

Release the pain and grief of your abortion decision.  
Enjoy a true makeover of your emotional and spiritual health! Attend the April 
2020 Rachel’s Vineyard Healing Retreat in our diocese! 
Call/email Carol now for information and begin your healing journey.  
605-374-5639; ckling@sdplains.com; https://www.rachelsvineyard.org/ 



Your sponsorship helps defray brunch expenses, allowing 
Catholic Social Services to direct all proceeds raised during 
the event to those in need of CSS services. As a Major  
Sponsor you are cordially invited to attend a reception 
Saturday evening April 4, 2020. You will have the  
opportunity to meet Sr. Donna Markham, keynote speaker for 
the Palm Sunday Brunch. 
 
Sr. Donna Markham, president and CEO of Catholic  
Charities USA, is the first woman to hold this position in the  
organization’s over 100 year history. An Adrian Dominican 
sister with doctorate in clinical psychology, she served on 
CCUSA’s board of trustees for eight years, two of which  
were as board chair. In addition, she has served in 
leadership positions in behavioral healthcare both in  
Canada and the U.S. and is internationally recognized  
author and speaker in areas pertaining to transformational  
leadership, organizational change management and the  
effective treatment of the mentally ill.  
 
Prior to coming to CCUSA, she served as president of the Behavioral Health Institute at Mercy 
Health Systems where she led the transformation of the delivery of behavioral services across  
the seven geographical regions of the health system. In addition to her work at Catholic  
Charities, she serves as a consultant to three committees of the USCCB: Migration, Domestic 
Policy, and Racism.

Major Sponsorship Levels

$2,000
Saint’s Circle

$1,500
Sacred Circle

$1,000
Holy Circle

$500
Bishop’s Circle

Yes, I would like to help CSS fulfill its mission by sponsoring the annual Palm Sunday Brunch. 

       I have enclosed a check in the amount of: $  Please bill me: $  

Amount to be charged: $ Signature:

Print name exactly as it appears on this card

Billing address City State Zip       Phone (incl. area code)

Card expiration date

As a major sponsor, you will be recognized in the Palm Sunday  
event program, at the brunch, and in the CSS quarterly newsletter.

I cannot be a major sponsor at this time, but I have enclosed a check for $              to help 
Catholic Social Services provide critical services.

Name:     Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Phone:     E-mail: 

Sr. Donna Markham 
OP, Ph.D., ABPP 
President & CEO  

Catholic Charities USA

o o

o

I will pay by credit card:___MC___VISA  Acct #: ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___   

Number of complimentary tickets to the brunch: Adults:          Children under 10:

I have paid via Stripe online at www.CatholicSocialServicesRapidCity.com — Palm Sunday Brunch

o

PLEASE JOIN US IN OUR MISSION OF SERVICE  
By sponsoring the Palm Sunday Brunch 

April 5, 2020     Begins at 12 Noon  
Ramkota Convention Center, Rapid City 

529 Kansas City Street l Rapid City, SD 57701 l (605) 348-6086 l toll free (800) 727-2401 
fax (605) 348-1050 l css@cssrapidcity.com l www.CatholicSocialServicesRapidCity.com (Stripe)

Sr. Donna Markham 2020 Palm Sunday 
Brunch Keynote Speaker on April 5

l

Merry Christmas from  

Catholic Social Services 

Christmas is when we think of others. A time for family, feasts, and 

presents and when expectations are rarely fully realized. In the midst of 

all our rushing to complete our lists of “have  to’s and should-do’s,” I 

hope you find a moment of peace. A moment to enter into the stable and 

to recall God does not want to judge us or focus on our struggles, as he 

knows the stresses of life. Christmas reminds us he entered into a  

stable, a place meant to house animals, not a palace fit for a king. 

Throughout his life, He too felt pressed on every side and also knew 

the world many of us experience. “My God, why have you abandoned 

me?” Reminds us that He knows the alienation shared by many recently 

divorced or the fear some face who live in a world filled with violence. 

He knows what it is to have tried to stretch the five loaves and two fish, 

of our lives, to meet the demands around us, only to fall again and  

wonder if we have the strength to rise again. 

The only difference is He had a choice. He chose to enter into our 

world to prove that love could conquer all. He entered the world knowing 

it is not as it should be. He loved us and wanted to show us just how 

much. May we know, both now and forever, the peace He has come to 

share with us. From Catholic Social Services and all those we serve, 

Merry Christmas and thank you for your support. 
— Jim Kinyon 

Executive Director 

WRC  19December 2019 Strengthenings Family Ties
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BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
 

WASHINGTON — Jeannie Gaffigan 
didn’t initially set out to write a book about 
having her brain tumor removed. 

It is a story that pretty much rolled out 
of her usual observations on life, faith and 
family that have been such an integral part 
of what she’s been doing for the past several 
years as the co-writer and producer of com-
edy specials, two books and a television se-
ries with her husband and business partner, 
Jim Gaffigan. 

“When Life Gives You Pears: The Heal-
ing Power of Family, Faith and Funny Peo-
ple,” released Oct. 1, recounts the 
unexpected discovery of a pear-sized tumor 
in Gaffigan’s brain in 2017, her three-day 
journey from learning about its existence 
(almost by accident) to surgery and a com-
plicated recovery where she was unable to 
eat or even drink water for six months. 

“Obviously when I was sitting there 
looking at my MRI scan and saw that thing 
in my brain, I did not think of a joke im-
mediately,” she said. But in retrospect, 
thinking that it looked like a pear, she said, 
was “kind of funny but at the time I couldn’t 
even believe it; it seemed like something out 
of a movie.” 

Gaffigan, a mother of five who is accus-
tomed to seeing humor in everyday obser-
vances, could have easily hit the panic 
button with this “emergency medical situa-
tion, “ as she describes it. 

But here’s the thing: She didn’t. She was 
even able to see humor in it — from the 
unglamorous dry shampoos at the hospital 
to the feeding tubes that her husband joked 
could be part of a new cooking show. 

She is convinced that the only way she 
could jump from crippling fear of what was 
happening (or could happen) to a pretty 
calm acceptance of it and even an ability to 
see absurdity and grace in the new routines 
and giving up her own control stems from 
the strength of her Catholic faith. 

As she put it: “When you recognize that 
God gives you ways to cope with hardships, 
you can’t just crawl into bed and say: ‘Just 
handle my life for me, it’s hard.’” 

Gaffigan recognizes that her sense of 
humor, which she described as her “lens at 
which I look at life and marriage” is a gift 
from God, but still, she hadn’t intended to 

write about her way of looking at this par-
ticular situation, at first. 

Prior to the 10-hour surgery and lengthy 
stay in the intensive care unit, she had been 
in the process of writing a book about what 
it was like to keep it together as a busy mom 
and wife of a touring comedian. 

All of that was put on hold after a visit 
with her children to their pediatrician who 
ended up recommending that Gaffigan get 
her head examined, literally, for her recent 
inability to hear out of one ear. 

That initial test then put everything in 
fast forward with little time to think about 
it. In one interview, Gaffigan said that as 
she was being wheeled into surgery, she was 
telling her husband her computer pass-
words and about ordering groceries online, 
fearing he wouldn’t know how to keep the 
household routine going. 

During her recovery, she promised her 
publicist she would finish the book she 
started, but he told her to put that aside 
noting her bout with a brain tumor couldn’t 
just be another chapter; it had to be its own 
story. 

Fortunately, it was a story Gaffigan had 
already been trying to piece together for her 
own sake — trying to remember what ex-

actly had happened in the chaos of it all. 
She thought she was no different from pi-
anists who might write songs about a per-
sonal tragedy to help them therapeutically. 

Her initial manuscript was a lot more 
Catholic, she said, but in the end, she made 
the book for everybody. As she put it: “I 
made it a little more ‘you might not be 
Catholic or understand how the Blessed 
Mother understands my suffering more 
than anyone else does,’  but that’s the way I 
cope with it.’ 

“I made it more universal so it brought 
it out of the Christian section of the book-
store and put it more in the comedy sec-
tion.” And to Gaffigan, that’s 
evangelization, not proselytizing. 

“It’s like saying: ‘Look, I don’t know 
what you would do, but this is how I did it.’ 
And I feel like that’s more gentle and I feel 
like people are more open to that. There’s no 
secret.  I’m not trying to dunk someone into 
the baptismal font, and you know, handcuff 
them to their RCIA classes; I’m just telling 
my story.” 

Different publishers said they were in-
terested in prolonging publication of the 
book more for Mother’s Day 2020 to see 
where she was at that point, but Gaffigan 
wasn’t interested. 

“In a year, I will have a different book in 
me,” she said, adding: “This is what hap-
pened; this is where I’m at right now, then 
I want to move on, because I can’t just sit 
there and dwell on the fact that I had brain 
surgery even though it’s an important part 
of my life. The train is moving; I’ve got to 
move on.” 

And the train — with five kids, work, 
volunteering and her husband’s comedy 

tour — is moving rapidly. Gaffigan, who 
says she has recovered from the surgery but 
jokes that she still misses the daily nurse 
care, spoke to Catholic News Service Nov. 
14 by phone after ducking into an empty 
music room at her son’s school where she 
was helping out. 

For now, she is laser-focused on her fam-
ily and a personal calling that she feels 
strongly about: working with young people 
in the community and in her parish at the 
Basilica of Old St. Patrick Cathedral in 
New York, because she is concerned that 
young people in the church seem to fall off 
the radar in the gap years between confir-
mation and young adult programs. 

Gaffigan concludes her book saying she 
is grateful for the tumor, which not only 
gave her a second chance but a deeper ap-
preciation for her faith, family and the abil-
ity to swallow water. 

When she had no time to mentally pre-
pare for this surgery, Gaffigan said, she 
wished she could have read a book by some-
one with a lot going on, facing a similar cri-
sis, and how they dealt with it. 

So she thought of “that pretend person” 
that might pick up her book while facing a 
challenge, medical or otherwise, while she 
was writing. But she also hopes her book 
speaks to those who have never had any-
thing bad happen to them. 

Between the lines throughout the book 
is Gaffigan’s message that “all of this is just 
temporary, and you don’t realize that until 
you almost lose it.” 

“If I can convey that message to people 
who are doing just fine, that’s even more of 
a victory than (reaching) people that are 
facing a big obstacle,” she said.  

In health scare, Jeannie Gaffigan relied on combined dose of faith, humor

This is the cover of “When Life Gives You 
Pears: The Healing Power of Family, Faith 
and Funny People,” by Jeannie Gaffigan. 
(CNS photo/courtesy Jeannie Gaffigan)

In Your Prayers 

In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and death  
anniversaries of the clergy who serve us. Ordinations: January 3, 1984, Fr. Wm. Zandri; 
January 18, 1982, Fr. Michael Hight. Birthdays: January 3, Dcn. Earl ‘Joe” Witte; January 8, 
Dcn. William Dustman; January 21, Fr. Tyler Dennis; January 22, Fr. Riccardo Pennati;  
January 23, Fr. Ron Seminara, SJ. Necrology: January 2, 1973, James Weithman; January 
4, 1955, Edward Henault; January 7, 1979, Dominic Padula; January 12, 1961, Michael 
Conley; January 13, 1999, Bishop Lawrence Welsh; January 14, 1964, John Connolly;  
January 15, 2014, Raymond Deisch; January 16, 1946, Raymond O’Hora; January 16, 
1978, Othmar Buerkler, OSB; January 17, 2004, Collins Jordan; January 21, 1957, John 
Novak; January 23, 1951, John O’Reilly; January 25, 1990, James Donahoe; January 26, 
1955, Edward McGonigal; January 26, 1960, Walter Pascal; January 30, 1998,  
William McKenney, SJ; January 20, 2018, Dcn. Marlon Leneaugh; January 31, 1959, 
Charles Virnig; January 31, 2005, Dale Kutil.
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P 585.295.0550 
TF 888.247.9764 
F 585.340.5225 
W StoneBridgeBP.com

October 24, 2019 

Most Reverend Michel Mulloy  

Diocesan Administrator of Rapid City  

606 Cathedral Drive 

Rapid City, SD 57701  

Dear Fr. Mulloy: 

Based on the results of our recently performed on-site audit of the Diocese of Rapid 

City, the Diocese has been found compliant with all audited Articles within the 

Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People for the 2018/2019 audit 

period. 

The conclusions reached as to the compliance of your Diocese are based upon inquiry, 

observation and the review of specifically requested documentation furnished to 

StoneBridge Business Partners during the course of this audit. 

Thank you for your cooperation during this process.  

Sincerely, 

StoneBridge Business Partners  

Rochester, New York 

cc: Secretariat of Child and Youth Protection  

Margaret Simonson, Chancellor 

Charlotte Verhey, Safe Environment Coordinator  

 

December 10, 2019 

Safe Environment Office  

Diocese of Rapid City 

 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
With sincere gratitude, I thank all those involved throughout our  

diocese in promoting and maintaining safe environments in our parishes 

and at related events.  

Thank you to each of the parish safe environment coordinators who 

train and maintain records for your parishes; your success is our  

success! Thank you to the pastors and clergy for your support of the 

safe environment program. Thank you to each person who was  

interviewed during the on-site audit in October 2019. With each  

person’s support and active involvement, we are able to continue our  

efforts to keep our people safe.  

Thank you, 
Charlotte Verhey 

Diocesan Safe Environment Coordinator 
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Service Project 
St. Isaac Jogues Church Youth Group, Rapid 
City, collected more than 50 donated  
blankets and gave them the Cornerstone 
Mission in town. (L-r) Paetyn Carlin, Ari King, 
Lexi King, and Devyn Brennan. The group is 
directed by Val and Vince King. (Courtesy 
photo) 

Quilts for Veterans
Blessed Sacrament Quilters Group held its seventh annual “Presentation of Quilts”on  
Nov. 14. Each year, near Veterans Day, the Blessed Sacrament Quilters Group personally 
presents handmade quilts to veterans. The Blessed Sacrament group began in 2012, an-
swering a call from the diocese to provide quilts for the Terra Sancta Retreat Center. They 
started with a few master quilters and a few not so masterful. In addition to providing more 
than 80 quilts for Terra Sancta, they have continued to provide quilts for other causes such 
as Habitat for Humanity, Right to Life, benefit auctions, and many more. Most recently they 
designed new baby quilts to be created for newly baptized babies.The “Quilts for Veterans” 
project began early in the group’s history. While sorting through fabric donations, which have 
been a great asset to their success, the group soon realized the great assortment of patriotic 
fabrics they had collected, and so began the project. They extend their continued gratitude 
for the service of all veterans, and look forward to providing more quilts next year.  
(L-r) Marilyn Fitzgerald, Karen Clausen, Cathy Ostwald, Shiela McGinnis, Bonnie Beer, Sandra 
Jolley, LuAnn Russell, Deacon Greg Palmer, and Judy Grohs. (Courtesy photo) 

Prayer Intentions of the 
Holy Father 

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG 

Monthly Message From Our Lady 
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady  
appears to the Medjugorje visionary  

Marija to give us her message. 

Dear children! May this time be a 
time of prayer for you. Without God 
you do not have peace. Therefore, 
little children, pray for peace in your 
hearts and families, so that Jesus 
can be born in you and give you His 
love and blessing. The world is at 
war because hearts are full of  
hatred and jealousy. In the eyes,  
little children, peacelessness is 
seen because you have not  
permitted Jesus to be born in your 
lives. Seek Him, pray, and He will 
give Himself to you in the Child who 
is joy and peace. I am with you and 
I pray for you. Thank you for having 
responded to my call. 11/25/19

JANUARY 
Promotion of World Peace: 
We pray that Christians, 
 followers of other religions, 
and all people of goodwill 
may promote peace and 
 justice in the world. 
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Confirmation Preparation  
Have a student preparing for confirmation? Want to learn more about the sacrament? 
Watch for this Q&A featuring questions for confirmands from the Office of the Bishop.  

When the Son became man, did he have a human 
mother? Who was she? 
Yes, the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee call Nazareth, to a virgin 
betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. Behold you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him Jesus” (Lk 1:26-27, 31). 
 Why do we honor Mary? 
Because she is the mother of Jesus and our mother too.  
YouCat 149: May we worship Mary?   
No. Only God can be worshipped. But we can revere Mary as the mother of our Lord (971). 
By worship we mean the humble, unconditional acknowledgment of the absolute  
superiority of God over all creatures. Mary is a creature like us. In faith she is now our 
mother. And we should honor our parents. There is a biblical basis for this, since Mary 
herself says, “For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed” (Lk 1:48b). So the 
church has Marian shrines and places of pilgrimage, feast days, hymns, and prayers, for  
instance, the rosary. It is a compendium of the Gospels (353, 484). 

Prices starting from $2,499 — Airfare Included in this 
price from anywhere in the USA

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; 
France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, 
& Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, Germany, 

& Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague;  
Our Lady of Guadalupe; Domestic Destinations; etc... 

 
We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops,  

Priests, and Deacons.

Call us 24/7     508-340-9370  
Hablamos Espanola     855-842-8001  

www.proximotravel.com 
anthony@proximotravel .com

ST. FRANCIS MISSION — At the  

encouragement of Father Henry Sands, 
executive director of the Black and Indian 
Missions, youth at the St. Francis Mission 
applied for scholarships to attend the  
National Catholic Youth Conference in 
Indianapolis, Ind. Scholarships were 
awarded to eight students for conference 
fees and hotels; the youth held flea mar-
kets, bake and food sales to earn money 
for travel and other expenses.  

The conference, held November 21-23 
was attended by more than 20,000 high 
school aged students and chaperones across 
the U.S. This year’s theme was “Blessed, 
Broken, Given.”  

During the three days, students were 
able to be part of a breakout session with 
Jesse Manibusan, who visited Pine Ridge 
last year, to learn about being called to wel-
come and celebrate the beautiful diversity 
of our church. Other breakout sessions in-
cluded, “Racism: What Can We Do About 
It,” “Rock Your Day with the Eucharist,” 

“The Church is Listening, so Talk to Us,” 
and “Peer to Peer Evangelization.”   

The group also met with Bishop Donald 
Kettler, Diocese of St. Cloud, Minnesota, 
who served in the Diocese of Sioux Falls 
for many years. He engaged the group ask-
ing questions about the church and encour-
aging the students to speak about their 
home parish of St. Charles Borromeo. They 
also met Archbishop Christophe Pierre, the 
Apostolic Nuncio for the U.S. The youth 
asked him questions about his conversa-
tions with Pope Francis.  

While in Indianapolis, the group spent 
time at the Soldiers and Sailors Monument 
climbing the 368 stairs to the top, and with 
a donation from thier grandparents/parents, 
the students were able to attend a NBA 
basketball game. 

 
(Right) St. Francis students pose for a photo 
with chaperones and youth ministers Ben 
and Jenny Black Bear in front of the main 
stage at NCYC. (Courtesy photo)

Rosebud youth attend National Catholic Youth Conference



Robert May was painfully aware of the  
distance between his dreams and his reality.  

The 34-year-old Dartmouth graduate had 
long fantasized about writing the great Amer-
ican novel. Instead, he was working a mediocre 
job as an ad man for Montgomery Ward, 
cranking out forgettable copy about silk sheets 
and white shirts. He lived in a tiny apartment 
with his ill wife and young daughter.  

One day in 1939, May’s boss tapped him for 
an unexpected assignment. For years Mont-
gomery Ward had bought coloring books and 
distributed them at stores as a Christmas give-
away. This time around executives decided to 
save money by creating their own booklet — 
and asked May to write it.   

His thoughts turned to the Lincoln Park Zoo. When he took 
his 4-year-old, Barbara, she was drawn to the deer.  

He also channeled his own childhood insecurities that remained 
poignant; he’d been teased as a small, shy boy. An underdog story 
like the Ugly Duckling appealed to him.  

Then, looking out onto the flickering street lights one foggy 
winter night, came the inspiration: “A nose! A bright red nose that 
would shine through fog like a floodlight,” he said.  

May wanted an alliterative name for his reindeer and considered 
Reginald — too British — and Rollo, which sounded too jolly for 
a misfit. Rudolph was still colorful but more sympathetic. 

The tale had a decidedly plaintive, Depression-era tone, describ-
ing an outcast who “wept” at his peers’ taunting.   

May delved into the psychology of his characters, penning a 
more dramatic narrative arc than we find in the famous 1949 song 
recorded by Gene Autry and the beloved 1964 stop-action TV spe-
cial narrated by Burl Ives.  

Readers see Santa’s fog-induced struggles: “He tangled in tree-
tops again and again …” We also see his diplomacy, recruiting 
Rudolph by praising his “wonderful forehead” and proving “extra-
polite.”  

The sweetness of Rudolph’s redemption is spooned out so  
liberally it reveals May’s lingering boyhood wounds. “It was his 
opinion of himself that gave rise to Rudolph,” his daughter,  
Barbara, later said.    

Where Autry simply sings “then all the reindeer loved him,” 
May offers more detail: “The funny-faced fellow they always called 
names and practically never allowed in their games was now to  
be envied by all, far and near. For no greater honor can come  

to a deer …”  
If that’s not enough, he lets Rudolph land his Christmas-night 

flight right in front of “his handsomer playmates,” noting that 
“those bad deer who used to do nothing but tease him would now 
have done anything … only to please him!”  

Even more: “They felt even sorrier they had been bad when 
Santa said: ‘Rudolph, I never have had a deer quite so brave or so 
brilliant as you …’”  

He is promptly declared “Commander-In-Chief,” a title May 
types in capital letters.  

May took great care with each stanza, running them by Barbara. 
When his wife died in July, his boss told him to stop working on 
the booklet.  

May refused to quit.  
“I needed Rudolph more than ever,” he wrote.   
In late August, he finished the story. Ward seized it as a lesson 

for his clerks, celebrating in an in-house memo Rudolph’s “service, 
the right attitude and a desire to do his best.”  

The book was a huge hit, and the retailer printed more than two 
million copies that Christmas season 80 years ago.  

May was eventually given all rights to Rudolph, which provided 
a good livelihood. He experienced a dramatic arc of his own with 
profound spiritual underpinnings: remarrying a devout Catholic, 
converting to Catholicism and having five more children, one of 
whom became a nun.  

His biography can encourage anyone who feels crippled by the 
gap between hopes and reality. It reminds us to trust in the bigger 
picture, in the One who isn’t done writing your story. 

Mailing label
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MOVIE REVIEWRudolph to the rescue: the triumph of an under-deer 
Dark Waters (Focus) 
   (CNS) — This fact-based drama about poi-
soned H2O is similar in theme to 2000’s 
“Erin Brockovich.” The plot has a single cru-
sading lawyer taking on a  
powerful company — in this case, DuPont — 
that’s been dumping industrial waste from 
the manufacture of Teflon around  
Parkersburg, the loyal company town where 
the coating is made. 
   Mark Ruffalo is Robert Bilott, an  
ambitious corporate lawyer from  
Cincinnati who used to represent 
chemical companies. He’s thrust into the 
drama of Parkersburg because Wilbur  
Tennant (Bill Camp), a stubborn farmer, 
knows his grandmother (Marcia  
Dangerfield). That tenuous family tie is just 
enough for Bilott, beginning in 1998, to 
agree to examine Tennant’s videos and the  
substantial homemade forensic evidence 
he’s collected, both of which show that 
something in the water his cattle drink has 
killed nearly 200 of them. 
   The courtroom procedural part of the 
story doesn’t contain the typical  
histrionics. Instead, the low-key  
sequences focus on Bilott sifting through 
hundreds of boxes of evidence — this is still 
a pre-internet world at first — and the  
growing paranoia in Parkersburg as the  
residents don’t know whom to trust since 
DuPont has the means to intimidate them. 
   The film contains some rough and  
profane language and occasional animal 
gore. The Catholic News Service  
classification is A-III — adults. The Motion 
Picture Association of America rating is 
PG-13 — parents strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappropriate for children 
under 13.


