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Some immigration judges say they
rule a certain way to avoid firing

Construction Inspection
September 20, Fr. Michel Mulloy, diocesan administrator, led four Benedictine Sisters from St. Martin
Monastery on a tour of the new Diocesan Pastoral
Center to see the beginning remodeling construction
at a former credit union. Donning hardhats were
Prioress Sr. Mary Wegher, and Sisters Samantha
Chamley, Eleanor Solon, and Yvette Mallow. They are

standing in the first-floor area. “The new center is very
impressive and the ways in which the building
matches the needs of the diocese are amazing,” said
Sr. Mary. The new center will allow the Diocese of
Rapid City to combine personnel from three older
buildings into one centralized location in downtown
Rapid City. (Courtesy photo)

BY MARK PATTISON
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Some immigration judges hearing
cases at the U.S.-Mexico border have confided to their fellow jurists
they have issued decisions on an immigrant’s ability to enter or stay in
the United States based on whether the decision would get them fired.
Ashley Tabbador, president of the National Association of Immigration Judges, disclosed this detail during a Sept. 27 panel discussion on
sweeping changes in the nation’s immigration courts enacted by the federal Department of Justice, which oversees the judges’ work.
Tabbador said the Justice Department, since the start of the Trump
administration, has begun to “micromanage” the immigration judges’
dockets, telling judges, “These cases are not yours,” leading to sudden
swaps of hundreds of cases from one judge’s docket to another.
Judges are now given 60 or 80 cases in one docket, with refugee and
asylum claimants hailing from not only Spanish-speaking Latin America but other countries as well, according to Tabbador. Sometimes there
is just one interpreter assigned to the docket despite the variety of languages petitioners speak, she added; sometimes there are none.
And despite the hiring of additional judges to handle the caseload
— there are only about 150 more judges now than five years ago —
Tabbador said the case backlog has now passed the 1 million mark.
In recent weeks, the Trump administration has set up temporary
courts on the U.S. southern border, dubbed “tent courts.” Immigration
lawyers and observers, including journalists, have been barred from observing some of these new court proceedings.
Jeremy McKinney, a North Carolina-based immigration lawyer who
was a panelist at the Sept. 27 forum, said migrants attending hearings
at these new courts are not permitted to bring in a pencil or paper, only
the “notice of hearing” that was mailed to them — and the mailings
have grown notorious for not reaching the intended recipient.

Construction tours invitation — come see the progress
The new Pastoral Center is undergoing renovations to transform the former Black Hills Federal
Credit Union building into a diocesan administrative home. The Diocese of Rapid City invites individuals and families to tour the new Pastoral
Center facilities during the remodeling phase.
Tours will be conducted the third Friday each
month from 3-6 p.m. until the construction is
completed, starting on Friday, October 18.

The new Pastoral Center is located at 225
Main St., in Rapid City next to the Creamery
Mall, between 2nd and 3rd streets downtown.
Those taking a tour are asked to park in front of
the building on Main Street.
For more information, contact Todd Tobin at
the Diocese of Rapid City at 605-343-3541.

Sr. Barb
Bogenshutz, OP,
Lumen Christi
Finalist
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Sede Vacante

‘I have grown in my appreciation of the people’

Life is not dull in the driver’s seat. For
all of you that are wondering or curious, it
has been a great ride thus far. The challenge
is non-stop. There is something new each
day. Thanks for the privilege of serving you
as the diocesan administrator. Let me share
some observations from this side of the
desk.
As the pastor of the diocese, I have
grown in my appreciation of the people of
western South Dakota. My first concern is
the welfare of the people, and my prayers
are offered for our ranchers and farmers. I
have heard and, to some degree, understand
the struggle of rural life these days. The unusual weather, matched with low prices, is
cause for not a little concern among those
of you reading this who treasure our western way of life. I do not pretend to have any
answers and I am grateful for the efforts of
Catholic Social Services to offer counseling

to those who find themselves struggling to
cope. Please know of my prayers for you.
(See p. 17)
I have visited with priests, deacons and
their wives in three of the five deaneries in
our diocese. I will visit the priests in the
other two deaneries this month. I have
grown in my appreciation for the dedicated
ministry of our clergy and the deacons’
wives. They really do love our people and
they want to serve them. Although the
struggles that we are all experiencing in the
universal and local church have taken their
toll, the priests, deacons and their wives understand their communities and want to
work together with all of you to realize the
vision that our former bishop left planted
in our hearts and minds. To be sure, we have
problems to address, but we also have much
to be grateful for. The clergy of the diocese
have helped me to see that once again.

This past weekend, 584 of my good
friends from the diocese and I were privileged to participate in the Summit. This
yearly gathering was developed by the
Stewardship Office of the diocese. This was
our 5th Annual Summit. Father John Riccardo and two of his associates treated us to
a whole new way of looking at the gift of
salvation that Jesus Christ won for us. The
talks were inspiring and challenging. It was
a joy to rub shoulders with the many who
came, to find out how things are going in
the diocese, and to spend time in prayer together. Once again, I was reminded of the
wonderful diocesan family that I am privileged to lead.
The success of the Summit is due in
large part to the hard work of the chancery
staff, particularly the Office of Stewardship.
As I now relate with these Catholic leaders
in a different role, hopefully listening better
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than I have in the past,
I am appreciative of
their insights and their
desire to reach out to
our whole diocese. I
have been very impressed with their
awareness of ministry
Fr. Michel
issues throughout the
diocese and their enMulloy
thusiasm for making
disciples in all our
Diocesan
Administrator,
parishes. I feel blessed
Liturgy Director
to be working with
them in this new capacity.
mmulloy@
On the bricks and
diorc.org
mortar side of diocesan life, the remodel of
the Pastoral Center is in full swing. Along
with Rick Soulek and Margaret Simonson,
I don my hard hat for visits to the site about
once a week. By carefully considering each
aspect of the project and prioritizing essentials, we have been able to carve about
$300,000 from the initial remodeling cost
estimates. The construction manager is conscious of our need to make this a cost-effective project and they are constantly looking
for ways to save some of your hard-earned
contributions. None of these cost savings
will compromise the functionality of the
new Pastor Center. It will be simple and yet
beautiful.
Looking ahead, I will be spending time
away from the diocese for a previously
scheduled pilgrimage to the Danube River
Valley in Europe. I will lead a group of 18
friends from South Dakota and Minnesota
as we explore the shrines along this winding
waterway. That will be followed by my firstever trip to the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops fall meeting. I know it
means long hours in meetings, but the truth
is, I don’t mind meetings. I have grown in
my appreciation and respect for the bishops
of our country and the world. They carry a
heavy load and I am looking forward to
being with them, observing their collegial
interactions, offering what support I can,
and mostly sharing their ministry.
Like I said, life is not dull. It is blessed.
Keep praying for our new bishop. God will
bless us when it is the right time with the
right man to shepherd us.
Until then … on we go.

October 2019

Diocese/Parishes

2019 Postal Statement of Ownership

WRC 3

Diocesan Administrator’s Calendar
— Subject to change without notice
October
October 14-18, Monday-Friday
Priest Retreat, Terra Sancta, Rapid City
October 18, Friday
1 p.m. College of Consultors Meeting,
Rapid City
October 20, Sunday
9 a.m. Mass and talk for Adults on the
Eucharistic Prayer, St. Michael, Hermosa
October 21, Monday
Chancery Closed for Staff Retreat
October 23, Wednesday
1 p.m. Cabinet Leaders Meeting,
Chancery
October 24, Thursday
1 p.m. Deanery 2 Meeting, Spearfish
October 25, Friday
8 a.m. Live On-Air Real Presence Radio
Host, 89.9/94.7 FM

November
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November 16, Saturday
9 a.m. Central Plains Committee
Meeting, Sacred Heart, Dupree
4 p.m. Mass, St. Martin Monastery,
Rapid City

November 17, Sunday
8 & 10 a.m. Mass, St. Joseph, Spearfish
November 18, Monday
10 a.m. Sioux Spiritual Center Board
Meeting, Chancery
5:30 p.m. Mercy Night, Cathedral
November 19, Tuesday
10 a.m. College of Consultors Meeting,
Rapid City
5 p.m. Real Presence Radio Banquet,
Rapid City

All Saints Day Mass
Friday, November 1, Rapid City vigil
Mass for All Saints Day will be posted
on the Diocesan Website,
www.rapidcitydiocese.org. Viewing
does not meet the obligation of
attending the holy day. This service is
offered for those who are homebound
and unable to attend Mass.
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Veritatis Splendor Institute Mass of Certification
On September 15, Diocesan Administrator Fr. Michel Mulloy presided at Mass at
Terra Sancta, Rapid City, for those who have completed studies in the Veritatis
Splendor Institute, a certification program of formation for disciples and catechists
directed by the Diocesan Office of Faith Formation. Nineteen students completed
the one-year Basic Certification program. They were given certificates and medals of
St. John Paul II, patron saint of the program. There were 16 students who completed

Job Opening at St. Joseph, Spearfish
St. Joseph Church, Spearfish is looking for a full-time/part-time (30-40 hours weekly)
Faith Formation Coordinator/Administrator to serve and oversee various catechetical
programs at St. Joseph Church. For more information contact the parish office.
Phone 605-642-2306.
A job description is posted on the parish website at
https://www.stjosephspearfish.com/.
To apply submit cover letter and resume to Msgr. Michael Woster at mwoster@diorc.org.
Application may also be mailed to: St. Joseph Church, 844 N 5th St.
Spearfish, SD 57783.
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the two-year Master Certification program. They received certificates and images of
the Annunciation by Fra Angelico. They are pictured with their instructors and Faith
Formation Director Susan Safford, front row, left. (WRC photo)
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Discover how one Catholic sister became a beacon of hope

BY CATHOLIC EXTENSION
REPRINTED BY PERMISSION
Picking up hitchhikers isn’t in most job
descriptions. But Sister Barbara Bogenschutz’s job is more than just a position; it’s
a calling.
In the vast landscape of the Pine Ridge
reservation in South Dakota, it is impossible to get around without a vehicle. So
when she is driving, she often sees people
looking for a ride and stops to pick them
up.
“I know they don’t have cars or transportation, so they’re walking and they rely
on people to help them,” she said. “They appreciate it.”
As the parish life coordinator at Our
Lady of the Sioux Church, Sister Barbara
Bogenschutz, OP, handles the multitude of
responsibilities that most would expect
from that title: overseeing weekly Mass and
first communions, taking care of the finances, and helping with religious education. She also takes on less predictable
duties; she organizes funerals, delivers food,
and helps people access clean water.
After years of building trust and relationships among the Lakota people on the
Pine Ridge reservation in South Dakota,
she has become the go-to woman for many
of their greatest needs.
A member of the Dominican Sisters of
Springfield, Illinois, Sister Barbara maintains a service-oriented worldview that embodies the order’s values of community,
prayer and spirituality. She spent 17 years
teaching in Catholic elementary schools before ministering at Fort Belknap Indian
Reservation in Montana and Red Cliff Indian Reservation in Wisconsin. In 2010,
she answered the call to serve among the
Lakota.
When she arrived, she found a community that needed help with basic physical
needs as well as spiritual. In a town with a
population of about 1,500 who endure a 60
percent poverty rate, many people experience food insecurity and do not have electricity, sewage systems, or clean, running
water. People come to the church to ask for
a ride, knowing that if she can help, she will.
As she developed her ministry around
this understanding, Sister Barbara began
transforming the parish into a social services center as well as a sacramental center.

She maintains a water pipe in front of
the church that allows anyone to access free,
clean water, day or night.
This clean water is life-changing for the
many residents who lack it either permanently because of inadequate infrastructure
or seasonally when pipes freeze.
She organizes a food bag distribution
once a month. She also raises funds to help
people with utilities payments to heat their
homes.
As the principal manager for four
Catholic cemeteries on the reservations, she
maintains a busy funeral ministry that is
open to everyone, regardless of their religion. This involves managing about 40
wakes, funerals and memorial services each
year—events that are always unexpected
and require patience and compassion while
tending to the families.
“I try to make the rosary or the reflection
I give at the wakes and funerals to be about
the person,” she said. “I listen to the people
talk about the person they love and bring
that in so they can hear their words echoed
back to them.”
Services are held in the parish hall, built
with the help of Catholic Extension donors
in 2000.
In the summer of 2018, a severe hail
storm swept through Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation, damaging hundreds of homes
and leaving an already impoverished community in shock.
Sister Barbara recognized that homes
were going unrepaired, a big problem for
the coming winter. She collaborated with
charities and the Oglala Sioux Tribe authorities to repair roofs, windows, and siding on homes.
“She’s out there raising money, nailing
down boards, hiring local people to do the
work. She’s been the principal organizer of
all that,” said Fr. Daoust, a sacramental minister at Our Lady of the Sioux.
In addition to these many responsibilities, she has been active in promoting the
cause for canonization of Nicholas Black
Elk, a revered Lakota holy man who built
the Catholic faith in harmony with native
traditions.
In June 2019, she attended a Mass celebrating the successful completion of the
diocesan phase of the beautification and
canonization process. She continues to as-

sist this growing effort.
Although her days are filled with unpredictability, Sister Barbara remains sure
of herself and her place in God’s plan. She
has a mantra that guides her:
“Where I am, is where I am supposed
to be.”
The Lumen Christi Award is proudly
presented by Catholic Extension, a nonprofit that provides grants to build the
Catholic faith in the poorest areas of the
United States.
(Sister Barb was one of 11 finalists
selected. Catholic Extension has announce the
Lumen Christi winner for 2019-2020 is
Mack McCarter of Shreveport, La.)
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Sr. Barb Bogenschutz, OP, talking with Paul
Little. (Photo by Rich Kalonick, Catholic
Extension)
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(Editor’s note: During the Year of the
Eucharist church teachings have been made
available to parishes for their bulletins. In case
the parish is unable to include the teachings
they are reprinted here.)

Oct 19- 20
Collect
The priest now refocuses our attention on
what we are doing when he says, “let us pray.”
The whole Mass is a prayer addressed to God
the Father. We recognize Christ’s presence,
through whom we address our needs to the
Father. The invocation to pray is followed by
silence. We are invited to call to mind our
intention for this Mass. All the people’s
intentions are collected in the voice of Christ
who prays to God the Father for his church in
the person of the priest. This is why this prayer
is called the collect. There are many different
forms of the collect for different days. As we
listen carefully and join ourselves to this
opening prayer, we will hear the common intention for the Mass for that day. We also must
be mindful that this is not just the priest’s
prayer. While the priest is the one saying the
prayer, the prayer belongs to all of us. The
whole body of Christ is praying to God the
Father with Jesus. Listen to the pronouns
being used — we, our, us. Our “Amen” spoken
at the end of this prayer is our vocal acceptance of what has been lifted up to the God the
Father. In our Amen we say, “yes,” “I agree.”
The Amen should be intentional like our
attentive listening.

Oct. 26-27
Liturgy of the Word
In the Liturgy of the Word, the sacred treasures of the Bible are opened to us. The Sacred
Scriptures are not just a story about the history of God’s people many, many centuries
ago. We hear the story of God’s love for us.
Whenever we gather to listen to His word,
these scriptures reinforce what we believe, to
whom we belong, and our relationship with
others and with God. The Sacred Scriptures
are the “living” word of God. The Lord continues to speak to us in this encounter. Though
they were written more than 2000 years ago,
they are still one of the key ways God continues to speak to his people today. Therefore,
we must pay careful attention so that we can
hear what He is speaking to us. It is important
to ask the Holy Spirit to open our “spiritual
ears” so that we can hear in our hearts what
the Lord is sharing with us. Within this communal experience, each of us might hear the
word a bit differently. The Holy Spirit, who in-

Year of the Eucharist
spired the sacred writings, enables the listener to hear the message that Christ has for
each person. “Holy Spirit, what is Jesus trying
to say to me? Help me to hear it so that I can
embrace it.” St. John in his Gospel tells us
Jesus IS the word of God that exists with the
Father from all eternity and has been spoken
into the human reality. The first reading generally taken from the Old Testament, is God’s
word that lays the foundation for the coming
of Jesus Christ. The second reading is from the
apostles of the early church, revealing to us
the truth of this word spoken into our lives. In
both readings, Jesus speaks through the great
stories of the Old Testament and His early followers. We sit and listen. Imagine this word of
God, Jesus speaking to you in the voice of the
proclaimer, revealing God the Father’s glorious
plan of salvation.

Nov. 2-3
First and Second Reading
Jesus speaks to us in the Scriptures. Since
the Mass is a dialogue between God and us,
we are asked to respond. Our first response is
attentive listening. This is not easy. It requires
sacrifice. We are invited to turn off the world
inside and out and to focus on God as he
speaks to us through his Son. What word or
phrase touched us as we listened? How did we
feel? What thoughts came to mind? We respond to the announcement that we have just
listened to the word of the Lord with an acclamation of thanksgiving. “Thanks be to God.”
Our attentive listening and our gratitude are
followed with silence. We are asked to take
this word proclaimed into ourselves, to receive
it. Jesus will speak to us if we give him the
time and the silence to do so.
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praying to God the Father, with Jesus in the
prayers of his own childhood. The Responsorial Psalm often expressed the theme of the
first or second reading and occasional of the
Gospel.

Nov 16-17
Acclamation before
Gospel and the Gospel

the

As the church teaches, “when the Sacred
Scriptures are read in the church, God himself
speaks to his people and Christ, present in his
own word, proclaims the Gospel.” We don’t
just hear about Jesus; He actually speaks personally to each one of us through the divinely
inspired words in the Gospel. Therefore, there
is special reverence given to the Gospel. The
reading of the Gospel is the high point of the
Liturgy of the Word. The Gospel is the premiere

voice of Jesus speaking to us. His own words
burned into the hearts of the early Christians.
We stand to signal this presence of the Lord
in the proclamation of his own words. The
priest or deacon in the person of Christ proclaims Jesus’ words for the people. The priest
makes a sign of the cross on the gospel page
and then on himself, and the people do the
same, asking that these words “be always on
our minds, on our lips and in our hearts.” Candles and incense can be used, all to mark the
importance of the Gospel. We join in the ancient song of praise, Alleluia which means
“Praise God.” It is a shout of gratitude for the
privilege of listening to the Lord speak to us
his message of salvation, alive and present in
the words that come from the mouth of Jesus
who is present to us and speaking to us. It is
fitting that at the end we give thanks and
praise to Jesus for what he has given us in his
word, as we respond, “Praise to you, Lord
Jesus Christ.”

More people in church would make the world better
(Editor’s note: During the Year of the Eucharist the West River Catholic is
asking people selected by their parishes to express their feelings on receiving
Communion.)
Catherine Donovan is a member of Christ the King Church in Presho. She said she
received her 1st Communion there at age 7, was confirmed and married there and her
children were baptized there, also.
“Mass is the most important thing we do to be close to God and practice our religion,”
she said. “Receiving communion, the body and blood of Christ, helps me through things
in life and I thank God for all the things he has given us.”
Like many Catholics she has friends and relatives who have left the Catholic Church.
She invites them to join her, “I say you can sit with me.”
She said she believes if we could get more people to come to church the world would
be a better place.

Nov 9-10
Responsorial Psalm
Following the silence after the first reading we
are invited to vocally pray with Jesus in the
prayers Jesus himself learned as a child. The
psalms are prayers Jesus would have been
taught by his mother and father. The psalms
were songs and they speak to God about a variety of thoughts, emotions and experiences.
The psalms are petitions, or praise, cries of
hope and anguish. As the psalm is proclaimed, we make it our prayer by responding.
We allow our hearts and voices to cry out in
the same way as the psalmist did. The
psalmist’s words become our words in this encounter with the Lord. Again, we must understand that in praying the psalms we are

Website: www.wsdcf.org
10 E. Mall Dr., Suite B, Rapid City, SD, 57701
Phone: 605-721-6843 (Mailing): PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709
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Don’t let the devil’s lies separate you from God’s love

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM
“You are not alive by chance, God could
create you to be alive at any point in history,
but he chooses you be alive right now. (You
belong) in this moment, in this place, with
all that is going on,” said Fr. John Riccardo,
from the Archdiocese of Detroit.
Father Riccardo calls his ministry “Acts
XXIX” referring to the continuing story of
the church from where it ends with the
Bible book, Acts 28.
In his first presentation, “Created,” he
explained the world is crying. For the first
time since 1918 there has been a consistent
drop in life expectancy for three years in a
row. He attributed that to deaths of despair
— rising rates of suicide, cirrhosis of the
liver in 20 and 30-year-olds and the opioid
crisis.
“The beauty of the Gospel is the message
itself can change lives,” said Father Riccardo
citing the healing, freedom, wholeness and
salvation it brings.
“These are great days to be alive — not
boring. God has equipped you with anything you need to be instruments in his
hands so as to share the Gospel.
“You want happiness and God has a monopoly on happiness,” he said.
According to Father Riccardo, the two
accounts of Genesis, which are not literal,
they teach us there is just one God and he
created us effortlessly. “We are made in his
likeness which means we are made for
friendship, to be loved and to love. People
are made to be divinized,” he said.
After listening to Father Riccardo and

Fr. John Riccardo, a Catholic radio host for
“Christ is the Answer” on Ave Maria Radio
was the featured speaker at Summit 2019.
The Summit was sponsored by the Diocesan
Office of Stewardship, Shawna Hanson, director. Held on September 18, the total attendance was 584 people according to Terra
Sancta Retreat Center staff. (WRC photo by
Laurie Hallstrom)

then spending time in prayer, a young adult
participant said, “I became aware of the fact
that I have many people that I hang out
with, but no one that I would call a close
friend. I felt a loneliness that I hadn’t al-

lowed myself to feel and now I feel God encouraging me to seek out more authentic
friendships.”
In his second presentation, “Captured,” Father Riccardo explained the origin of the devil and his mission on earth.
Satan is a fallen angel cast out of heaven because rebelled against God. The priest explained the “fall of man” in the Garden of
Eden and its consequences. Quoting from
the book of Wisdom 2:24, he said, “through
the devil's envy death entered the world.”
He said Satan’s tactics include accusing,
lying and dividing with the ultimate goal of
separating people from God’s love. He went
on to name several of the devil’s lies:
“I don’t matter.”
“I’m not loveable.”
“I’m not worth anything.”
“No one cares.”
“God’s not your father —he’s not even
real — be done with him.”
Father Riccardo said, “God wants to expose the lies, expose what Satan is doing in
your life.”
Participants were given time for adoration and reconciliation. They were asked to
pray and reflect on Satan’s lies in their lives.
More than 50 volunteer ambassadors
helped guide people through the day. One
of them told Shawna Hanson, director of
the Office of Stewardship, as Father Mark
McCormick walked past her carrying the
monstrance “I felt Jesus say to me ‘I love you
so much.’ Those words came into my heart
with such tenderness, that tears filled my
eyes. It was several minutes before I re-

gained my composure.
“How did that encounter change me? I
desire more than ever before to spend time
with him in prayer, and to sit before him in
the Blessed Sacrament — what a beautiful
gift!”
A participant explained how she was
touched during the reflection period, “Five
years ago, I lost a daughter to suicide. The
last conversation we had was an argument.
We were both so angry and I have carried
so much grief, sorrow, regret and guilt since
then.
“I woke up on Saturday and didn’t want
to come to the Summit, but a gentle voice
came to me saying, ‘when you don’t want to
go, that’s when you really need to go.’ All
day the Lord was gently nudging me, ‘don’t
take notes, just listen’ and ‘go get in the line
for confession.’
“Once in the confessional I shared that
I had this grief, this guilt that I just couldn’t
shake.
“‘Unnatural death is hard,’ the priest said.
I don’t remember what else he said but it
was so peaceful, warm and loving — it was
the voice of Jesus. ‘Your daughter loves you,
Momma. She forgives and she is with Jesus.’
I left feeling surrounded in warmth and love
as if I were wrapped in a cozy blanket.” She
said she intends to share the love she felt
from Jesus that day.
In his third presentation, “Rescued,”
Father Riccardo asked the question, “What,
if anything, has God done about our situation? This is God’s shocking unexpected

Summit, Continued p. 8
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Beata Oszwaldowska, Najeelah Rodriguez and Mary Rahela Pelayic wear little sheep
headbands and learn to follow the Good Shepherd. One catechist said, “Thanks so much for
letting me help with the Youth Track this weekend. I had so much fun! Those little ones are so
funny!” (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)

response to sin. We take for granted maybe,
that our situation is not hopeless. Your life
would be utterly meaningless, stuck in frustration, if God had not done something.”
Explaining God entered into his creation through the incarnation of Jesus, Father Riccardo said, “God became a man to
fight, to go to war, to rescue the creature
that means the most to him — you,” he
said. He came to destroy the works of devil.
Father Riccardo had an insight into the
crucifixion during a time of prayer. He came
to understand Christ as an “ambush predator” — a creature that lies still, camouflaged,
and pounces on its prey.
According to Father Riccardo, Jesus
sweats blood, he is arrested, chained,
slapped, judged, stripped, scourged to the
point of death, and nailed to a cross — all
for the purpose of attracting his prey.
“He is trying to entice death to himself.
This is how the early church understood the
passion. God wants his creation back, that’s
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us. The enemy comes close to mock and
taunt him,” he said.
Father Riccardo pointed out that
through the passion Christ shows us how
much he loves us. Jesus absorbed every
human sin making the atonement for us.
Beaten, scourged and stripped before being
nailed to the cross, He paid the price to
make us right with God.
“What are the results of the passion?”
asked Father Riccardo. “He has destroyed
death, transferred us, recreated us, rendered
sin impotent, humiliated the enemy, gave us
authority over the enemy and sent us on a
mission to get his world back.”
Father Riccardo said, “Whatever hell
you’re in, take his hand, he is utterly unconquerable, and he can deliver you.”
A Mass and a healing service followed
the presentations. “The Summit was amazing. I loved the message and healing Mass.
I have never been to that before and it just
rocked me. Amazing!” said a participant.
(Shawna Hanson contributed to this story.)

Bishop’s Golf Tournament

Deacon John Osnes of Piedmont, led the children in adoration. A catechist explained, “During
Adoration with the children we shared the story of the woman who touched Jesus’ cloak and
was healed. We asked them to think of someone they knew who needed healing and to ask
Jesus to bring healing to them. We also told them that the woman’s illness made her an outsider, no one would be her friend or talk to her. Then they thought of someone they knew who
didn’t have friends. After some quiet time, they came up close to the monstrance, one-by-one
and prayed for these people. They gently touched the Jewish prayer shawl we had wrapped
around the monstrance. The reverence and sincerity that these children showed touched my
heart deeply. It brought tears to my eyes.” (Photo by Shawna Hanson)

Robert Thomas lines up his shot
during the 6th Annual Bishop’s Golf
Classic, September 16. The
tournament benefits the Western
South Dakota Catholic Foundation,
Catholic Social Services and Rapid
City Catholic Schools. It was held in
Rapid City. Blessed Sacrament
Church team members Father Adam
Hofer, Jon Schaack, Steve Miller, and
Rob Sage repeated as Parish Team
Champions and won $1000 for their
parish. A total of 85 golfers turned
out for the event. (WRC photo by
Becky Berreth)
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Liturgy of the Word requires whole-hearted attention
The Liturgy of the Word is a dialogue.
God is speaking to us and we are responding. That dialogue is accomplished through
the human persons. This makes the role of
the proclaimer very important.
The laity proclaim the first reading, the
response and the second reading. Proclaimers are allowing God to speak to the
community through their person. This ministry is the right of the baptized. As sons
and daughters of God we are all called to
read, speak and live the scriptures. Standing
before the assembly to proclaim the word
of God is a natural extension of this baptismal call.
The gospel in the context of the Mass is
reserved for the priest or deacon. The priest
is Christ present leading Christ body, the
Church gathered. The deacon who shares in
the ordained ministry of the bishop, can
also proclaim the gospel. The gospels are the
words of Christ himself and therefore the
gospel is the high point of the Liturgy of
the word. God’s plan of salvation unfolds
through the first reading, response and second reading, leading to the fullness of his
plan revealed in Jesus Christ. It is fitting
that the one who stands in the midst of the
people speaking in the person of Jesus in his
leadership of his people, should proclaim

Jesus’ words.
We respond to the proclamation of the
word of God in three ways. First, we listen.
Listening is responding. It is hard work because it requires not just ears, but hearts and
minds. Distraction is easy. Constantly
bringing ourselves back to the moment, we
are telling the Lord we want to be there and
to be in relationship with him.
The second way the congregation responds to the word of God is by offering
thanks. The lector ends the reading with,
“The word of the Lord.” This is a proclamation that sums up the experience we have
shared. We have been privileged to listen to
the Lord speaking to us in the person of the
lector. Our response is important. We acknowledge this privilege to know the Lord
present. Obviously, our hearts ought to be
filled with gratitude. “Thanks be to God.”
The third way we respond to the word of
God is silence. The general instruction of
the Roman Missal invites the congregation
to meditate on the word we have just heard.
The silence allows the word of God to sink

into our hearts and into our lives.
Silence can be awkward and difficult, but
the silence is purposeful. In anticipation of
the silence we listen to the reading with an
open heart. There might be a phrase or a
word, an idea or awareness that catches our
attention. When that happens, the silence
becomes a moment to allow that touch of
God’s word to settle more deeply into our
minds and hearts. If we are not moved by
some aspect of the reading proclaimed, we
can simply be quiet and relax in the goodness of the word we have feasted on. In the
practice of silence over time the word of
God will penetrate our lives and form us
anew. The silence will be cherished and
missed when we are in situations where the
readings are moved through too quickly.
This silence, along with our attentive listening and heartfelt spoken response, will
enrich our dialogue with the Lord in his
word.
The Liturgy of the Word continues after
the readings. The homily opens up the word
of God. Preachers are invited to help the
faithful understand how the stories of our

faith intersect with our
own stories. Christ
continues to speak to
his people through a
well-crafted homily.
Following
the
homily, we all stand
and profess the Creed.
Having listened to
Fr. Michel
God speak to us, and
Mulloy
having reflected on
how we are called in
Diocesan
response to God’s
Administrator,
Liturgy Director
word, we state our belief.
Finally, Having lismmulloy@
tened, reflected and
diorc.org
professed our faith, we
are ready to ask God
for what we need. We
pray confidently for God to help us. Thus,
we offer our petitions or Universal Prayer.
The Liturgy of the Word is a rich encounter with God in Jesus. It requires our
preparation and whole-hearted attention.

COLLECTION FOR THE
ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES
NOVEMBER 2-3, 2019
For more
information contact:

Archdiocese for the Military Services
1025 Michigan Avenue, NE
Washington, D.C. 20017
www.milarch.org

In Exile
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Counsel on faith and religion
It’s no secret that
today we’re witnessing
a massive decline in
church
attendance
and, seemingly, a parallel loss of interest in
religion. The former
mindset, within which
Fr. Ron
we worried, sometimes
Rolheiser
obsessively, about sin,
church-going,
and
President
heaven and hell no
Oblate School of
Theology
longer holds sway for
San Antonio, TX
millions of people.
As one parent,
worried about the reliwww.ronrol
gious state of his chilheiser.com
dren, shared with me
recently, “our old religious concerns never
ever darken their minds.” What’s to be said
in the face of this?
Admittedly, I may not be the person
best-suited to offer that advice. I’m over 70
years old, a spiritual writer whose main
focus of research and teaching right now is
on the spirituality of aging, and I’m a
Roman Catholic priest, a religious insider,
who can be perceived as simply a salesman
for religion and the churches.
But, despite that, here are some counsels
on faith and religion for today’s generation.
First: Search honestly. When the
Apostle Thomas doubts the reality of the
resurrection, Jesus doesn’t scold him, but
simply asks him to stretch out his hand and
continuing searching, trusting that if he

searches honestly, he will eventually find the
truth. The same is true for us. All we have
to do is be honest, to not lie, to acknowledge
truth as it meets us.
In John’s Gospel, Jesus sets out only one
condition to come to God: Be honest and
never refuse to acknowledge what’s true, no
matter how inconvenient. But the key is to
be honest! If we’re honest we will eventually
find meaning and that will lead us where we
need to go — perhaps even to a church
door somewhere. But even if it doesn’t, God
will find us. The mystery of Christ is bigger
than we imagine.
Second: Listen to what’s deepest inside
you. A soul is a precious commodity. Make
sure you honor yours. Honor the voice inside your soul. Deeper than the many enticing voices you hear in world inviting you
in every direction is a voice inside you
which, like an insatiable thirst, reminds you
always of the truth of this prayer from Saint
Augustine: You have made us for yourself,
Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest
in you. Stay in touch with that voice. You will
hear it in your restlessness and it will, in the
words of Karl Rahner, teach you something
that’s initially is hard to bear but eventually
sets you free: In the torment of the insufficiency of everything attainable, we eventually
learn that here in this life there is no finished
symphony.
Third: Beware the crowd! In the
Gospels the word “crowd” is almost always
pejorative. For good reason: Crowds don’t
have a mind and the energy of a crowd is
often dangerous. So beware of what Milan

Kundera calls “the great march”, namely, the
propensity to be led by ideology, groupthink, the latest trend, the popular person
or thing, the false feeling of being right because the majority of people feel that way,
and the social pressures coming from both
the right and the left.
Be true to yourself. Be the lonely prophet
who’s not afraid to be alone on the outside.
Dream. Be idealistic. Protect your soul.
Don’t give it away cheaply.
Fourth: Don’t confuse faith with the
churches — but don’t write off the
churches too quickly. When they ask those
without religious affiliation today why they
aren’t religious invariably their answer is: “I
just don’t believe it anymore.” But what’s the
“it” which they no longer believe? What
they don’t believe anymore isn’t in fact the
truth about God, faith, and religion, but
rather what they’ve heard about God, faith,
and religion. Sort that out and you will find
that you do have faith.

Moreover, don’t write off the churches
too quickly. They have real faults; you’re not
wrong about that, but they’re still the best
GPS available to help you find your way to
meaning. They’re a roadmap drawn up by
millions of explorers who have walked the
road before you. You can ignore them, but
then be alert to God’s gentle voice often
saying: “Recalculating.” God will get you
home, but the churches can help.
Fifth: Don’t forget about the poor.
When you touch the poor, you’re touching
God, and as Jesus says, at the judgment day
we will be judged by how we served the
poor. Give yourself away in some form of
altruism, knowing, as Jesus puts it, that it’s
not those who say “Lord, Lord,” who go to
heaven but those who serve others. In your
search, you need to get a letter of reference
from the poor.
Sixth: Look among contemporary
Catholic writers for a patron to inspire
you — others have navigated your issues.
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BUDGETED 19/20

BUDGETED 19/20

OPERATING INCOME OPERATING EXPENSES
Western SD Catholic
Foundation

$591,061

Catholic Extension Society

$74,000

Committee on Home
Missions

$60,000

Black & Indian Mission
Office
Other Grants
Parishes from Other
Dioceses — Mission Co-op
Program

Terra Sancta Retreat Center

$130,000
$9,329

$62,000

Total Gifts from Outside
Funders

$926,390

Adopt a Seminarian Funds

$150,000

Diocesan Programs

$872,611

Terra Sancta Retreat Center
Income

$528,272

Other Gifts

$55,878

Investment Income

$40,000

$799,992

Spiritual Development
(Religious Ed, Youth, Seminary,
Ministry Formation,
Office of Perm Deacons)

Vocations Office and Seminary
Education

$642,315

$427,348

Social Concerns & Family Life
(Tribunal, Native Concerns,
Catholic Social Services)

$374,577

Communications

$271,007

Development

$281,407

Chancery Administration

$322,754

Pastoral Programs
(Pastoral Ministry Days, Priest Retreat,
Presbyterial Council, Clergy Support)

$196,980

Family Life

$239,429

Office of Stewardship

$104,999

Parish Accounting Office

$215,735

Total Other Income

$1,646,761 Grants to Parishes

Annual Appeal Gifts

$1,606,254

Total Diocesan Income

$4,179,405

$141,000

Office of the Bishop

$65,104

Safe Environment Office

$75,557

U.S. Bishop & Vatican
Assessments

$21,200

Total Operating Expenses

$4,179,405
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Cathedral extends invitation for all Catholics to join perpetual adoration
BY MARIA NEHL
OLPH CATHEDRAL PARISHIONER
“We are so blessed by the perpetual
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ being
available to us — 24 hours a day and seven
days a week — in our cathedral adoration
chapel. The real presence of Jesus — body,
blood, soul and divinity — in the Blessed
Sacrament on the altar has brought solace,
comfort, encouragement and conversion of
heart to so many. The graces that flow
from our prayer before the Holy Eucharist
are untold, but they are not unnoticed!”
said Father Brian
Christensen, pastor at
the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City.
The cathedral
celebrated five
years of
perpetual
adoration
this past
Easter
2019.
With
this
being
the Year
of the
Eucharist,
adoration
is a perfect
complement to
this celebration

because it deepens our relationship with
Jesus. As the cathedral of the Diocese of
Rapid City, the parish plays a special and
unique role for all the Catholics in our
diocese. In an effort to be more mindful of
the solidarity of our diocese to promote a
greater unity among our parish communities, the cathedral offers a day of prayer for
each parish in the diocese.
We thank God for you as we pray for
you basing our actions on several scriptures to support this practice, “I do not cease
giving thanks for you, remembering you in
my prayers” (Eph 1:16). We want to “be
mutually encouraged by one another’s faith”
(Rom 1:12) and finally, let us “pray for one
another” ( Jas 5:16).
We would like to joyfully invite other
parish members to participate in a personal holy hour of perpetual adoration at
our parish, and if you know someone who
would enjoy taking advantage of this
amazing opportunity to pray before the
holy Eucharist in silence, please invite
them. What a truly beautiful gift to give,
for Jesus asked, “Could you not keep watch
with me for one hour” (Mt 26:40)?
With the Year of the Eucharist in our
diocese, the Adoration Committee of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
plans to focus on the Miracles of the Eucharist by utilizing the Vatican International Exhibition. We hope to increase
devotion to and love of the Lord in the
Eucharist. You can access their website at
https://www.there alpresence.org/eucharst/mir/a3.html.

You are also welcome to access the
diocesan website for resources to grow in
your relationship with Christ through
liturgies, education and events focused on
the Eucharist at https://www.rapidcity
diocese.org/year-of-eucharist/.
We are excited to celebrate this year
and we want to be able to offer all Adorers
the ability to experience all the tools available for growing your relationship with
Christ our Lord and Savior. People are
also welcomed to access our adoration
website at the cathedral and see the
newsletters with articles on the Vatican
International Exhibition at
https://www.Cathedralolph.org and look
for the “Adoration” tab.
Most of all, you are welcome to come
to the Cathedral of our Lady of Perpetual
Help and experience this beautiful chapel,
sit with Jesus, talk, listen and be prepared
for a miracle.

Prayer Intentions
of the Holy Father
NOVEMBER
Dialogue and Reconciliation
in the Near East:
That a spirit of dialogue,
encounter, and reconciliation
emerge in the Near East, where
diverse religious communities
share their lives together.
For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

What is Perpetual
Adoration or Exposition?
It is Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, which is exposed in a
monstrance, as permitted by the local
bishop. Perpetual means all hours of
the day, each day of the year as
permitted by liturgical norms.
(USCCB Holy Communion and Worship
of the Eucharist outside Mass)

Why is Eucharistic
Adoration Important?
“Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament flows from the sacrifice of
the Mass and serves to deepen our
hunger for Communion with Christ
and the rest of the church. The rite
concludes with the ordained minister
blessing the faithful with the Blessed
Sacrament.” (www.usccb.org)

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady
appears to the Medjugorje visionary
Marija to give us her message.
“Dear children! Today I am calling you to pray
for my intentions so that I may help you. Little
children, pray the rosary and meditate the
mysteries of the rosary because, in your life,
you are also passing through joys and
sorrows. In this way, you are transforming the
mysteries into your life, because life is a
mystery until you place it into God’s hands. In
this way, you will have the experience of faith
like Peter who met Jesus and the Holy Spirit
filled his heart. Little children, you are also
called to witness by living the love with which,
day by day, God wraps you with my presence.
Therefore, little children, be open and pray with
the heart in faith. Thank you for having
responded to my call.” 9/25/19

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining
the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of
sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara
Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately
at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information
will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged
abuse to civil authorities.
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving
children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the
Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the
diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

Events Schedule
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October 31, Monday
sDeadline for submissions:
Paper mailed Tuesday, November 19.
)605-343-3541
8lhallstrom@diorc.org
8bberreth@diorc.org
October 18, Friday
sAuthor/Speaker

Sr. Helen Prejean:
Abolishing the Death Penalty author
speaks about her latest book, “River of Fire”
at the University of Sioux Falls, at 7 p.m.
$20 for adults and $10 for students. Sponsored by Prison Congregations of America.
8www.usiouxfalls.edu/ticket or )605-3316786.

October 21, Monday
sChancery Office Closed: For a staff
retreat.

October 25, Friday
sDiocesan

Men’s Retreat: Titled
“CUSTOS – St. Joseph: Guardian of the
Eucharist,” this silent retreat will contemplate the role of St. Joseph as diligent protector of Jesus during his earthly life and
his example and intercession for men during this Year of the Eucharist. Directed by
Jacques Daniel, director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry. Cost ranges from
$115 to $250 for weekend depending on
lodging. Ends October 27. *Family Life
Ministries 605-716-5214.

November 1, Friday
sWorld

Apostolate of Fatima: First
Friday prayers and devotions following the
5:30 p.m. Holy Day Mass in the Sacred
Heart Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City. First Saturday,
November 2, begins with prayers at 7:45
a.m. followed by 8 a.m. Mass at Pine Lawn
Cemetary. )Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202 or
Ellen 605-718-9909.

November 8, Friday
sIHM Seminary Live-in Weekend:
Join Father Mark McCormick to pray,
learn and live with seminarians at Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona,
Minn. Begins with Mass at 7 a.m. at the
cathedral and returns November 11 around
8 p.m. Registration deadline is October 25.
)Office of Vocations 605-716-5214 or
8mmocrmick @diorc.org.
sDiocesan Women’s Retreat: Celebrate
the Year of the Eucharist with a weekend
devoted to deepening your relationship
with Christ in the Eucharist. Carole Brown

will direct this Ignatian based silent retreat.
Cost ranges from $115 to $250 for weekend depending on lodging. Ends November 10. )Family Life Ministries
605-716-5214.

November 9, Saturday
sShekels

for Shingles: Fundraiser to
replace shingles on the old St. Martin
Chapel, Sturgis. Begins at 6:30 p.m. at St.
Francis Church Hall. Evening includes
dinner, silent action, and presentation by
Ramona Saubers on the history of the
church. Tickets $20. )Mary Weber 605490-9873

November 15, Friday
sHeart to Heart Weekend for the Engaged: For engaged couples to deepen their
relationship with each other and God by
exploring the Catholic Church’s vision of
marriage. Required for couples doing marriage prep in the diocese. Ends November
17. 8terrasancta.org/heart2heart.

November 19, Tuesday
sReal

Presence Radio Banquet: Join
keynote speaker Johnnette BenkovicWilliams for the annual fundraising banquet at the Best Western Ramkota. Begins
at 6:30 p.m. Register online 8yourcatholic
radiostation.com or )877-759-0122.
Sponsorship opportunities available.

November 23, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to
learn more about natural family planning.
Held at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid
City, from 9 a.m.-noon. Seminar will be
open for distance learning opportunities for
out-of-town couples. )Family Life Ministries 605-716-5214.

November 28-29, Thursday-Friday
sChancery Office Closed: In observance of Thanksgiving.

December 7, Saturday
sCatechesis of the Good Shepherd,
Level 1 Training: Learn this Montessoribased religious formation for children beginning at the age of three. The program
seeks to create a sacred hands-on space for
children to celebrate and learn about the
mysteries of the Catholic faith. Held at
Our Lady of the Black Hills Church, Piedmont. Saturday 9 a.m.-5p.m., Sunday
11 a.m.-6 p.m., and Monday 9 a.m.-5p.m.
Second session February 1-3, 2020. $350
cost includes materials and national registration. Book packet is $50. )605-7875168 or 8rhonda.gehlsen@olbh.org.

Standing Events
sLectio

Divina: Held Wednesdays at 5
p.m. at Terra Sancta. Led by Sandi Ohlen.
Please use south patio entrance and join
the group in the Solarium at Terra Sancta.
sOLPH Eucharistic Apostles of Divine Mercy: First Saturday, 9 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. )Pam
Ekberg 605-381-4999.
sPrayer and Lectio: Thursdays 6:30
p.m., St. Martin Monastery. )Sister
Marmion Howe, OSB, 605-343-8011.
sPatriotic Rosary: Thursdays 6 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.
sDivine Mercy Chaplet: Sundays, 3
p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help. Followed by the patriotic rosary.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.
sFamily Rosary: Sundays, 7 p.m., St.
Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid
City. *Mark Biggs 605-343-2467.
sHope for New Life Jail Ministry:
Third Monday, 7 p.m., Catholic Social
Services. )Tony Galles 605-348-2301 or
Mary Sperlich 605-342-9343.
sVocation Discernment Retreats: *Sister Mary Wegher, OSB, 605-343-8011.
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sSpiritual Direction: At St. Martin
Monastery. )Sr. Margaret Hinker, OSB,
605-343-8011.
sDivine Mercy Image: Would you like
to host a traveling Divine Mercy Image in
your home for up to 27 days to pray the Divine Chaplet/Novena? A rosary and information about the image are included.
)Georgine 605-441-8140.
sSpanish Bible Study: Learn about the
Catholic faith, from 5:45-7:30 p.m., at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City,
room 107. Everyone welcome. Aprendiendo
nuestra Fe Catolica los Miercoles de 5:457:30 p.m. Todos estan Beinvenidos, salon 107.
)Maria Munoz 605-791-3430.
sTutor Volunteers Needed: Overcoming the language barrier ministry at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, is looking
for volunteers interested in helping adults
with English reading, writing, and speaking
skills. Participants will be introduced to the
Lauback Way to Reading with an emphasis
on English language learners. 8Christine
Leichtnam, cleicht@rap.midco.net or
)605-342-8598, Maria Munoz 605-7913430.

Social Justice Commission
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October, Respect Life Month, reflection

‘Hold fast to Christ our hope, from the beginning of life to its very end’
From the time we are knit together in
our mothers’ wombs until we take our final
breaths, each moment of our lives is a gift
from God. While every season of life brings
its own challenges and trials, each season
also gives us new opportunities to grow in
our relationship with God.
Today the gift of life is threatened in
countless ways. Those who are most vulnerable, rather than receiving the protection
they deserve, are all too often seen as a burden and as expendable. As new attacks on
human life continue to emerge, we can be
tempted to despair, but Christ instead offers
us unfailing hope.
Hope is not false optimism or empty
positivity. Christian hope is something
much more profound and goes to the very

depths of our identity as followers of Christ.
Hope is the virtue “by which we desire
the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as
our happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s
promises and relying not on our own
strength, but on the help of the grace of the
Holy Spirit” (CCC, 1817).

Like us, Christ entered the
world through the womb of a
woman. He willingly experienced
the fullness of human suffering.
He breathed his last on the cross
at Calvary in order that He
might save us. Therefore, “God is
the foundation of hope: not any
god, but the God who has a
human face and who has loved us
to the end” (Spe salvi 31).
Christians know “they have a future: it is
not that they know the details of what
awaits them, but they know in general
terms that their life will not end in emptiness” (SS 2). For this reason, a woman experiencing a difficult pregnancy can find the
strength to welcome her precious child into

the world. A man facing a terminal diagnosis can see that the end of his earthly life is
only the beginning of eternal life with
Christ.
The church teaches us that “the one who
has hope lives differently” (SS 2). Christ’s
promise of salvation does not mean that we
will be spared from suffering. Rather, the
promise of salvation ensures that even in
the darkest moments of our lives, we will be
given the strength to persevere. By virtue of
this Christian hope, we can face any challenge or trial. When the seas of life swell
and we are battered by the waves, hope allows us to remain anchored in the heart of
God. May we hold fast to Christ our hope,
from the beginning of life to its very end.
(From USCCB)

Ranch aims to help teens, veterans work through mental health struggles
BY KAREN BONAR
CHAPMAN, Kan. (CNS) — Rhythmically, the song of the crickets rises and falls
across the rolling hills. Soft clouds float
through the sky as rays from the setting sun
dance across yellow butterweed flowers.
Jordyn slowly uses a brush along the
length Dakota’s neck at Warrior’s Ranch.
“The horses take your emotions. It’s a
different type of stress relief,” she said. “Instead of yelling or being angry, if I work
with a horse and hang out, it helps me be
calm.”
She tries to visit the Warrior’s Ranch
weekly as an opportunity to work through
struggles.
“It’s hands-on therapy,” said Jordyn’s
mom, Kris. “She seems more relaxed afterward. The animals aren’t judging. She can
see the progress. She can enjoy the rewards.
Warrior’s Ranch was founded to provide
outdoor experiences for veterans and
teenagers who struggle with suicidal
thoughts or have attempted suicide.
Has 18-year-old Jordyn attempted suicide? “Yes,” she said simply.
Was it due, in part, to being bullied?
“Yes,” Jordyn said. “I took a whole bunch
of pills because I was done with everyone,
done with all the drama.”
She and her mother told their story to
The Register, newspaper of the Diocese of
Salina. (Their last names were withheld to

protect their privacy.)
Kris said she knew her daughter, who
once had a bubbly personality, struggled
with depression. She never realized, however, how deep the hurt was.
“It caught me out of the blue,” Kris said
of her daughter’s suicide attempt during her
freshman year of high school. “I knew she
was upset and I knew kids were bothering
her, but she never would tattle or say
specifics. I never realized how deep it had
gotten to her.”
Jordyn said she blocks out most of the
memories surrounding the days leading up
to her suicide attempt. The attempt led to
more intense therapy.
“It was rough. People just were rude,” she
said. “It was ... like living a nightmare, but
it was real. You know you had a nightmare,
but you blocked it all out.”
Returning to school following the attempt was a different kind of struggle.
“People who (previously told me they
didn’t like me) acted so fake,” she said.
“When we were in public, they were
friendly, but when I would text them later,
they would ignore me.
“There are a select few friends who have
shown their support.”
Bullying was something Jordyn experienced from a young age.
Kris explained Jordyn was born with the
anterior bowing of her right tibia, meaning

one leg was significantly shorter than the
other.
“Kids would make fun of her because
they didn’t know how to process seeing
someone different,” Kris said. “She would
wobble or wouldn’t be as fast running, even
though she was giving it a 100 percent effort.”

At age 3, Jordyn had the first surgery to
help lengthen her leg; she’d have 14 surgeries to stretch her bone by eight inches.
Due to surgeries, Jordyn missed school
regularly. She spent 10 days in the hospital
Ranch, Continued on p. 17

Jordyn works with Dakota, a grey Appaloosa horse, at the Warrior's Ranch in Chapman, Kan.,
Sept. 12. The ranch was founded to provide outdoor experiences for veterans and teenagers
who struggle with suicidal thoughts or have attempted suicide. According to the Centers for
Disease Control, suicide is the second leading cause of death for youth ages 10-24.
(CNS photo/Karen Bonar, The Register)

October 2019

Strengthening Family Ties

WRC 17

Catholic Social Services reaches
out to farm and ranch families
Catholic Social Services has been hearing from pastors, rural families, and local
businesses that adverse weather conditions
and low commodity prices are taking a toll
on many local farm and ranch producers.
Spring blizzards, record rain falls, flooding
and low commodity prices are creating economic hardships for many in our region that
pose a threat to the viability of some operations. In response, Jim Kinyon, CSS executive director, approached the Diocese of
Rapid City’s Disaster Response Committee.
The committee has authorized the use of
funds to offer farm and ranch families a listening ear.
According to Kinyon, “the CDC reports
that farm and ranch families have the highest suicide rates among all professions. Too
often these families feel as though they are
on their own and haven’t had access to af-

fordable or accessible services. Historically
our rural regions have lacked access to basic
services needed to help support them. Producers can become discouraged when
weather and economic conditions they have
little control over become chronic stressors.”
In order to reach out to address these
realities, Catholic Social Services has made
free services available throughout western
South Dakota for producers. These services
can be accessed either through CSS’s offices
or via tele-therapy. To access tele-therapy
call CSS’s office at 605-348-6086. CSS’s
only fulltime office is in Rapid City but
services are also accessible through our
satellite offices in Eagle Butte, Spearfish,
Pine Ridge, or Porcupine.

Ranch, Continued from p. 16________

fake accounts to say malicious things.
“I’ve seen some of the messages teens
send other teens,” said Jodi Mason, the
founder of Warrior’s Ranch. “Kids who are
14 or 15 will say, ‘You’re worthless, everyone
wants you to die.’ It’s something I would
never imagine. Who would ever think to say
stuff like that?”
Talking about a deeply personal and
often private experience, such as suicide, in
a public platform is something Kris describes as “scary.”
“Jordyn wants to tell her story and help
others,” Kris said. “As a mom, I want to support Jordyn. It’s scary because kids are cruel.
What if some kid reads it and starts to
make fun of her?”
Talking openly and candidly about her
struggles and suicide attempt is something
Jordyn said is important to her.
“Bullying is going to get bigger and bigger,” she said. “It will get to the point where
it’s the natural thing to do.”
As a parent, walking with a child
through the aftermath of a suicide attempt
is difficult, Kris said.
“Take it one day at a time,” she advised.
“Kids get angry at the ones they love the
most. You have to step back and remember
it may be the illness or depression. Don’t
take it to heart. Still say, ‘I love you.’ Still try
to talk to them, even if they don’t want to

for surgery and would have to return to St.
Louis for weekly follow-up appointments.
“She didn’t develop a lot of friends because she was always at appointments and
in pain,” Kris said.
During grade school, Jordyn would get
teased on the playground.
“One time, the school secretary called.
She watched the boys pick on her by throwing rocks,” Kris said. “Jordyn’s problem was
always not tattling. She didn’t want to be a
tattletale.”
By middle school, Kris said, it was important to her Jordyn have regular counseling sessions, though “it was hard to find
counselors to take someone that age.”
Throughout school, Jordyn said she
struggled with feeling excluded.
“I’m used to it, but it still hurts when I
have to try hard to get someone’s attention,
and I know they’re ignoring me because
they don’t like me,” she said. “It hurts because I’m a people person.”
It’s not simply being ignored, though.
“I scroll through social media and see
they’re having a fun time,” Jordyn said. “I
don’t get invited to bonfires. I feel excluded.”
Social media creates a host of other
complications, including teens who create

(Submitted by John Schmit,
CSS Communications Director)

talk to you.”
Professional counseling and consistency
is essential to developing healthy coping
strategies.
“If you have to take them (to counseling)
every day, do it,” Kris said. “They may not
like it, but one day they will look back and
know you cared enough to take time out of
your day to help.
“I hope that more parents reach out to
each other. I’m glad to see more awareness
and stories and real happenings coming out,
instead of just trying to hide (the topic of
suicide).”
From a teen’s perspective, Jordyn said she
thinks counseling is important, but not necessarily easy.

“Counselors know everything about us,
but we know nothing about them,” she said.
“You want someone who can relate to you
on a personal level.”
Which is why Kris said she feels like the
Warrior’s Ranch is so important.
“Working with the horses in nature is
more about learning about yourself,” she
said. “Learning what can you do to help
calm your triggers or panic attacks. If Jordyn knows how to calm herself, it is probably beneficial, especially if you can’t get in
immediately (to see your counselor).”
“These animals are helping Jordyn,” Kris
added, “and she is helping the animals.”
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October 19, Saturday
Sacred Heart of White River Fall Festival and Turkey Dinner
Catholic Hall (Main Street) ~ 5:30 p.m

October 27, Sunday

Deadwood/Lead become Foundational Parishes
St. Ambrose Church in Deadwood and St. Patrick Church in Lead have earned Foundational
Parish status in the stewardship process according to the Office of Stewardship Director
Shawna Hanson. The parishes were sent a certificate commending them on completing this
first step in the Stewardship Parish process. To be a Foundational Parish, churches need to
have Finance, Pastoral and Stewardship Councils in place. They also need clear mission and
vision statements, clear goals and an up-to-date census in place. In addition, they need an
effective means of communication with parishioners. Foundational Parishes are encouraged
to continue working towards becoming Stewardship Parishes by looking at strengths and
weaknesses in the area of Generous Hospitality and setting goals in this area. After designation as a Hospitable Parish, parishes then look at areas within Lively Faith, Dedicated
Discipleship, and finally — Stewardship Parish.
Pictured are the combined Parish Pastoral Council of St. Ambrose and St. Patrick Churches
(Front row l-r) Ruth Durst, Pam Sullivan, Mary Cook, and Fr. Leo Hausmann, pastor. (Back
row) Ray Mollman, David Smith, Lon Baldridge, Cathy Laurenti, and Pete Morris. Missing are
Rob Ruffatto and Dennis Walkins. To find out more about the stewardship parish process go
to the diocesan website www.rapidcitydiocese.org/stewardship/. (Photo by Dennes Barrett)

Spearfish Annual Fall Turkey Dinner
St. Joseph Church (844 N 5th St)
11 a.m.-2 p.m. ~ $10 adults, $4 children ages 5-12
Turkey dinner with potatoes, stuffing, gravy, vegetable, salad, and homemade pies.
Newman Center students will host a cake walk.

November 3, Sunday
Mother Butler Community Center Bazaar
(231 Knollwood Drive, Rapid City) ~ 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Food concessions and cash and door prizes.
)605-343-2165 or 8stisaac@rushmore.com
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Curia Corner — Moments in the diocesan archives

PRESERVING A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
BY KATHY CORDES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST
St. Anthony, St. Anthony, dear St.
Anthony, please come around. Something is
lost and needs to be found. Please Grant me the
serenity to accept the collections I cannot
decline and the courage to decline the collections I can!
Did you know that archivists have their
own serenity prayer and that St. Anthony is
a major help when it comes to discovering
and maintaining an archive and its historical artifacts?!
Moments in the diocesan archives:
u Fr.
Carlos
Casavantes,
FSSP,
Immaculate Conception Parish, Rapid City,
brought in this gem
of an unidentified
miter cap in a silk casing (right). Who does
this belong to? Who
wore this and when?
Still researching but
quietly hoping it is
from the early years.
St. Anthony ...

In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us
remember the birthdays, ordination and
death anniversaries of the priests who
serve us. Ordinations: November 1, Dcn.
Calvin Clifford. Birthdays: November 6,
Fr. Jonathan Dillon; November 8, Fr. Andrzej
Wyrostek; November 10, Fr. William Zandri
and Fr. Peter Klink, SJ; November 24,
Fr. Janusz Korban; November 25, Fr. Daniel
Juelfs, November 28, Dcn. John Osnes.
Necrology: November 1, 2005, Dcn.
Lawrence Kocer; November 4, 1955,
Francis Guessen; November 4, 1997,
Joseph Sheehan, SJ; November 7, 1958,
James Keller; November 10, 1981, Thomas
Healy; November 10, 1997, Bernard Fagan,
SJ; November 14, 2015, Dcn. Claude
Sauer; November 15, 1961, William
Kingsley; November 17, 1902, Michael
Quinlan; November 18, 1973, Michael
Costigan; November 20, 1950, Louis
O’Connor, SJ; November 20, 1965, Eugene
O’Connor; November 21, 1945, Berthold
Brown, OSB; November 21, 1978, Ralph
Villwock; November 22, 1996, Christian
Keeler, SJ; November 24, 1989, Patrick
Igoe; November 25, 2014, Dcn. Vern Rath;
November 28, 1915, Bishop John Stariha;
November 28, 2014, Peter Kovarik;
November 29, 2003, Andrew Staricek;
November 29, 2006, William Pauly, SJ.

u A tourist couple from North Dakota was
visiting Terra Sancta last week, inquiring as
to the status of the cause of Nicholas Black
Elk. After sharing their interest and collecting our brochures, and prayer cards of Black
Elk, they asked for us to pray for them as
they are in need of a family miracle.
Nicholas Black Elk, pray for all those suffering and grant this couple the miracle they
are so eagerly searching for.
u Two newsletters have expressed an interest in publishing our accounts of Nicholas
Black Elk. Exciting news as we continue to
spread the word of this exciting cause and
help Nicholas reach sainthood!
u I am assisting Fr. Joh Paul Trask with his
hours of research of Eagle Butte and the
land property on the Cheyenne Reservation. Eagle Bute has numerous parishes,

missions and cemeteries.
We are trying to preserve
thos stories lost from the
elders of family and the history that surrounds them
before those parishes become only a memory.
u At the Summit 2019 last
weekend, a few approached
me and said “the picture
you found of Bishop
McCarty waving while
driving a tractor” (right)
that was used for the
Cathedral “Living the Mission Campaign”
was fabulous. They also curiously mentioned, “Are they really sticking you in the
basement of the new pastoral center?” ... The
most infamous question as of yet! Stay

tuned!
St. Anthony, St. Anthony pray for our
diocesan archives and our daily work. Help us
to uncover the treasures of our history and
reveal our mission as we walk in HIS path!
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acaDemic excellence
National Merit Scholarship
Corporation (NMSC) announced the
names of approximately 7,500 Finalists
in the 64th annual National Merit
Scholarship Program. These
academically talented high school
seniors have an opportunity at more
than $31 million in scholarships.
Over 1.6 million juniors in about
22,000 high schools entered the 2019
National Merit Finalists Katherine Achbach,
National Merit Scholarship Program
Gabrielle Prill, and Casey Ballard.
by taking the 2017 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT), which served as
an initial screen of program entrants. The nationwide pool of semifinalists, representing
less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, includes the highest-scoring entrants
in each state.
To become a finalist, the semifinalist and his or her high school must submit a
detailed scholarship application, in which they provide information about the
semifinalist’s academic record, participation in school and community activities,
demonstrated leadership abilities, employment, and honors and awards received.
Semifinalists must have an outstanding academic record throughout high school,
be endorsed and recommended by a high school official, write an essay, and earn SAT
scores that confirm the student’s earlier performance on the qualifying test.
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athletic highlights from stm high school
Track and Field

Combined Girls/Boys State Champions Class A — 7th in a row
Girls Class ‘A’ STATE CHAMPIONS — 5 PEAT
400m, 800m STATE CHAMPION Kaci Cooper 57.50, 2:22.33
4x400m Relay STATE CHAMPION
Mary Dyke, Haleigh Timmer, Skylar Sullivan, Kaci Cooper 4:07.31
Boys Class ‘A’ STATE CHAMPIONS — BACK-TO-BACK
Class A BOYS MVP Jacob Hyde
100m, 200m STATE CHAMPION Jacob Hyde 10.90, 21.51
400m GOLD MEDAL CHAMPION Jacob Hyde 50.26
Pole Vault STATE CHAMPION Jens Christensen 14’ 6”
4x200m Relay STATE CHAMPION
Corten Dobesh, Grant Huber, Matthew McGillick, Jacob Hyde 1:31.38 (7th in a Row)

Cross Country
Runner-up for Combined Team Performance

Personal excellence

Owen Ponto, a seventh-grader at Saint Thomas More Middle School, initiated an
annual hill-climbing event that has raised $25,000 so far to help find a cure for
Parkinson’s disease. Owen has seen firsthand what it’s like to have this disease; two
grandparents – one from each side of his family – are living with Parkinson’s. “It pains
me to see that they both are not able to do the things they used to do,” he said. Owen
was named one of two South Dakota’s top youth volunteers of 2019 by The Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards, a nationwide program honoring young people for
outstanding acts of volunteerism. As a
State Honoree, Owen received $1,000,
an engraved silver medallion and an
all-expense-paid trip in early May to
Washington, D.C., where he joined the
top two honorees from each of the other
states and the District of Columbia for
four days of national recognition events.

3rd Place Boys Team Region State Meet

Basketball
Boys Sweet 16 Winners Class A
5th Place State A Basketball
ALL TOURNAMENT TEAM
Ryder Kirsch and Ryan Wojcik
ALL STATE PLAYERS
Ryder Kirsch and Caden Casey
Girls Sweet 16 Winners Class A
6th Place State A Basketball
ALL TOURNAMENT TEAM AND
ALL STATE PLAYERS 1ST TEAM
Haleigh Timmer

4th Place Girls Team Region State Meet

Volleyball
Black Hills Conference Champions
(5th time in school history)
Appearance in the SoDak 16

DeveloPment for the future

ANNUAL FUND (AUGUST - JUNE)
We reached our 2018-19 school year goal with donations totaling $101,000. Thank you!
Your Annual Fund donation is the most important gift you give to the Rapid City Catholic Schools each year. In an effort to keep
education affordable, the cost of tuition only accounts for about 80 percent of the actual cost of educating each student. In order to make
up the difference, we rely on gifts from the entire school community including: current parents, alumni, parents of alumni, grandparents,
faculty and staff, and other friends of the community. Money raised through the Annual Fund helps cover expenses above and beyond
tuition, such as academic programming, salaries and benefits, student activities, faculty development, and technology upgrades. Your
financial investment allows the Rapid City Catholic Schools to fulfill its mission of developing personal and academic excellence in the
Catholic tradition.
Each year we set a monetary goal and a participation goal, which are both of equal importance. The monetary goal allows us to direct
funds where the school needs it most. The participation goal sends a message to the greater community as to the amount of support the
school receives. In this respect, you can clearly see that no matter the amount, all gifts matter.

Football
Season 6-4
Black Hills Conference Champions
(13th time in school history)
STATE CLASS 11A PLAYOFFS
ALL STATE PLAYERS
Jay Neugebauer, Grant Huber
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What ouR studEnts aRE saying ...

CElEbRating ouR staff
The South Dakota Science State
Selection Committee for the
Presidential Awards for Excellence in
Mathematics and Science Teaching
selected Brenda Velasco (left), fourth
grade teacher at St. Elizabeth Seton
School, as a 2018 state-level finalist for
K-6th grade teachers of Science. One
finalist from each state was selected to
win a trip to Washington DC and a
$10,000 award from the National
Science foundation. Jennifer Fowler
(right), the South Dakota PAEMST
State Coordinator presented the award.

Carrie Wilson traveled with her husband, Wade, to
Chicago to receive the Lead -Learn-Proclaim award from
NCEA. Carrie was chosen from more than 150,000
teachers and administrators, as well as diocesan leaders and
organizations dedicated to the nation’s Catholic schools.
“Carrie desires that all students succeed academically in her
class, never forgetting that they are unique individuals made
in the image and likeness of God,” is just one comment
from Mrs. Wilson’s nomination packet.

Revenues

Technology
2%

Teaching
Expenses
2%

“I have attended RCCSS since I was in preschool. St. Thomas More
has helped me grow academically, athletically, and most importantly in
my faith. The relationships I have made at STM help carry me and
teach me how to live a faithful and confident life. Without my
experiences here, and the spiritual guidance along the way, I would not
have been shaped into the person I am today.”
Lizzy Elder, Junior at STM

Wagner

Elder

“I have been a student of the Rapid City Catholic School System since
preschool, which makes it almost 13 years. I am so grateful for the faith
and education I have received. My favorite part of school is sharing my
faith with other members of the RCCSS family. There are so many
great faculty, staff, and students to help you with school or life in
general. It’s easy to talk with everyone because almost everybody knows
one another.”
Abby Wagner, Junior at STM

“My time at St. Thomas More has been such a
blessing. Not only have I been given the resources necessary to prepare
for college adequately, but also for life as a whole. I have been
surrounded by hard-working and caring people, students and teachers
alike. Faith has been an inherent component of everything at the
school, and allows for everything within the busyness to keep its proper
Lund
perspective. I have been blessed to participate in a number of sports and
other extracurricular activities, and because of them I have gained a number of life skills
that cannot be taught in the classroom. Without this school, I would not be the person
I am today, and I will hold onto and cherish the impact this school system has had on
me for the rest of my life, both in college and beyond.”
Spencer Lund, Senior at STM

finanCial REpoRt

Expenses

Tuition/Fees 69%
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Depreciation
8%

Facilities
8%

Extra Curricular
3%

Office/
Administration
2%

2018-2019 tuition
assistanCE givEn: $813,282

Donor Directed Tuition Assistance
Parish Support to Catholic Families
Employee Tuition Discount
Hardship Assistance
Donor Established Grants
SD Partners in Education Grants
Total Tuition Assistance Provided:

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

163,929
487,137
132,679
1,107
15,285
13,145
813,282

Cost to Educate a Child
Cost Covered by Tuition
85%

High School
Development
22%

67%

Other Revenue
4%
Parish Support
8%

Salaries/Benefits
74%

Fundraising is necessary to close the gap between actual tuition
and the cost to educate a child enrolled in the RCCSS.
Please consider making a donation.

Middle School

79%
58%

Non-Catholic
Catholic

72%
Elementary

50%
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Obituary

Fr. Michael Irwin FSSP, 81, formerly of ICC parish__________
Fr. Michael Irwin, FSSP, passed away on September 17. He was assigned to Immaculate
Conception Chapel from 1992 to 2000 prior to it becoming a parish. It was designated as
a public Oratory under the jurisdiction of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Fr. Michael Irwin was born on November 23, 1937, in
Hutchinson, Kansas. He and his parents, Lyman and Patricia Irwin,
and two brothers, David and Peter moved to Dallas in 1949.He attended Hillcrest High School, graduating in 1955. He felt God calling
him and joined Assumption Seminary in 1959. He was ordained a
priest for the Diocese of Dallas on May 30, 1964 at Sacred Heart
Cathedral and was thereafter attached to the Diocese of Fort Worth,
created in 1969. He worked in various parishes in the region and did
missionary work in Mexico before joining the Fraternity of St. Peter
(FSSP) in 1990.
FR. MICHAEL
He first served at the FSSP seminary in Germany, where he was the IRWIN, FSSP
spiritual director and confessor for the English and Spanish speaking
seminarians. In July 1991, Father Irwin became the first FSSP priest to
serve in North America assigned to the continent’s first FSSP apostolate in Dallas, Texas.
He also led other apostolates in Rapid City; Vienna, Ohio; Maple Hill, Kan.; and Post
Falls, Idaho.
In 2017 he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Lewy Bodies disease which he suffered
from until his death.
He is survived by his brother, Peter Irwin and his wife, Darlene; his nieces and the Joe
Schindler Family. His vigil and funeral were at St. Thomas Catholic Church, Coeur d’
Alene, Idaho, September 26. Burial is in Evergreen Cemetery in Post Falls, Idaho.

State KCs donate ‘Coats for Kids’

(Courtesy photo)

On Monday, September 16, the Knights of Columbus, Supreme Knight Carl Anderson and
Father Henry Sands, executive director of the Black and Indian Mission visited Spring Creek,
the Rosebud CYO building and the Sapa Un Academy as part of the “Coats for Kids” program.
Twelve people helped with the distribution of coats including Knights of Columbus S.D. State
Chaplain Father DeWayne Kayser, KC State Deputy Gerald Dvorak, Supreme Board of Directors Member Paul Lambert, and Rosebud Sioux Tribe President Rodney Bordeaux.

Glow Walk
In honor of Suicide Prevention Month, the
St. Francis Mission Youth Group hosted the
2nd Annual Suicide Prevention Glow Walk on
September 25, in St. Francis. Eleven youth
group members helped set up and pass out
glow sticks and glow crosses. Families were
able to design posters in remembrance of
loved ones. Youth from Sacred Heart Parish,
Pine Ridge, also participated in the walk
which began at the St. Francis Community
building. (Courtesy photo)
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S.D. Right to Life
names Humanitarian
of the Year

Larry & Kathleen Archibald
St. Mary, Lemmon
Married in Lemmon
August 30, 1969

Don & Dottie Borowski
St. Therese the Little Flower,
Rapid City
Married in Hobbs, NM
Jun 14, 1969

Lynn & Sandy Fields
St. Margaret, Lakeside
Married in Rapid City
September 6, 1969

Myron & Carol Johnson
Sacred Heart, Burke
Married in Burke
June 27, 1969

(Photos provided by parishioners)

Jim & Cathy Brickey
St. John the Baptist, Custer
Married in Fairbanks, AK
November 22, 1969

Mike & Mary Erz
Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City
Married in Morristown
May 31, 1969

Recognizing Marriage
A Celebration of Marriage Mass was held at Terra Sancta, Rapid City, October 6. Following
Mass, a luncheon was hosted by the Diocesan Office of Family Life Ministries. In attendance
were couples celebrating 25, 40, and 50 or more years of marriage in 2019. Father Michel
Mulloy, diocesan administrator, presented certificates to the couples who were honored.
Robert and Marjorie Church, Blessed Sacrament Parish, Rapid City, were the longest married
couple in attendance. They will celebrate 67 years on October 25.
(WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

@RapidCitydiorc

The S.D. Right to Life awarded the 2019
Humanitarian of the Year Award to Diane
Ange, Rapid City, at its annual State
Convention in Hot Springs on September 21.
The award
recognizes a
pro-life advocate
at the state level
for hard work
and dedication
to advance
pro-life efforts.
Ange served as
the Rapid City
Area Right to
Life Chapter
President for the
DIANE ANGE
past four years
and is continuing service as the chapter’s
treasurer’s assistant. She is a professed
member of the Living Stones Secular
Franciscan Fraternity and is also active in
Catholic Daughters and the Cursillo
movement. (Courtesy photo)
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Canonization is chance for campus groups to ‘reclaim’ name
BY CAROL ZIMMERMANN
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The canonization of Blessed John Henry Newman
begs the question: Do Catholic college students today even know who Cardinal Newman is?
Yes and no, seems to be the answer, depending on where they go to school, but
this could change after the Oct. 13 canonization of the British theologian and intellectual so tied in with university life.
Newman centers, located on the campuses of many public universities, get their
name and their role from the cardinal who
died in 1890 and emphasized that Catholic
students who attend public universities
must be given a place to gather to support
and encourage one another in their faith.
Many university-based Catholic student
groups no longer call themselves Newman
Centers but instead go by terms like
Catholic associations, Catholic student organizations or campus Catholic communities, possibly because students lack
knowledge about Cardinal Newman, who
has taken a bit of a back seat.
Barbara McCrabb, assistant director for
higher education at the Secretariat of
Catholic Education of the U.S. Conference
of Catholic Bishops, said Cardinal Newman’s canonization is an “opportunity for
campus ministry to reclaim some of its
roots” by reintroducing the saint she described as a Renaissance man, with concern
for prayer, immigrants and the poor, to
today’s college students.
“All of what Cardinal Newman was
talking about and hoping for has resonance
today,” she added, urging again that campus
ministry “reclaim and rekindle its intellectual past” in telling the story of the new
saint, who embraced the link between faith
and reason and wanted laypeople to have a

clear understanding of their faith that they
could explain to others.
When Cardinal Newman was beatified
in 2010 by Pope Benedict XVI, a director
of campus ministry at the University of
Wisconsin in Madison said the cardinal’s
influence was more on campus ministry
leaders today than the students themselves.
In part, it’s because “it’s a rare student who
would pick up ‘Grammar of Assent’ (one of
the cardinal's books) and get excited about
Cardinal Newman,” said Father Eric
Nielsen, who was, and still is, director of St.
Paul’s University Catholic Center on
campus.
At the time, he said he hoped sainthood
was not far off for the cardinal as that
would raise his profile even more and likely
promote his writings to college students.
But in the meantime, he said, campus ministry leaders should continue to take up the
cardinal’s challenge to help students integrate faith and intellectual study and ultimately “bring Christ to the world.”
That’s the challenge that motivates Father Gary Braun, who has been director of
the Catholic Student Center at Washington University in St. Louis for nearly 30
years. He said the campus ministry program is not just about keeping the participating students “over here” but “catapulting
them back across the street healthier, happier, holier so they can impact the culture
for the better there.”
The priest said the center’s sign outside
the building includes the words “Newman
Community” and he said students are often
curious about it because most of them have
never heard of Cardinal Newman in their
parishes or even Catholic high schools.
Their curiosity brings about “a great opportunity to talk about him as a brilliant
man and priest, his conversion story, his
struggle to put his faith together with what
they are learning in the university,” he told

Catholic News Service by email.
This discussion leads to inevitable dialogue about Cardinal Newman’s impact on the whole idea of a university
and his understanding of a church that
both can change and cannot change.
One student who went through this
Catholic student center was Melissa
Villalobos of Chicago. Her 2013 healing, which saved her life and the life of
her unborn child, was accepted by the
Vatican this year as the miracle needed
for Cardinal Newman’s canonization.
Background material about Villalobos on the website of the London Oratories, which include the Oratory in
Birmingham founded by Cardinal
Newman, says that when Villalobos first
came across the Newman Center at
Washington University, she assumed it
was named after a rich benefactor.
When she learned more about him
even years later, particularly after his
2010 beatification, she developed a de- A statue of Blessed John Henry Newman is seen
Feb. 5, 2018, on the campus of Newman
votion to the British scholar, philosoUniversity in Wichita, Kan. Many college Catholic
pher and writer. Her husband gave her student centers and Newman University,
holy cards of Cardinal Newman, and celebrated Cardinal Newman’s Oct. 13,
she prayed to him for small family needs canonization with lectures, watch parties and
and then a more urgent request, which pilgrimages to Rome for the event.
ultimately moved up his canonization. (CNS photo/courtesy Newman University)
Being part of a student center with
Newman in the name is not a guarantee speaks to heart,” because it is an integral
that students will know who he is, but stu- part of the campus ministry.
The idea, he told CNS Sept. 19, is
dents at Penn Catholic Newman Community, part of the first Newman Club “God’s heart speaks to our hearts, but then
founded in the United States in 1893, have the invitation is to share our hearts to
definitely picked up on his main ideas, said others.”
Her takeaway about Cardinal Newman
Patrick Travers, director of the Newman
Apostolate for the University of Pennsyl- is that he felt “universities should focus on
vania, and a member of the movement more than just academics” and that one’s
studies “should amount to more than just
Sodalitium Christianae Vitae.
Travers said even though students might facts on a page. It should include an appreat first confuse Cardinal Newman with ciation of God’s design and an understandlocal Philadelphia saint St. John Neumann, ing of the universe on a greater scale.”
they pick up the cardinal’s motto, “Heart

