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Nitty-gritty ministry: Pope in Africa applies Gospel to real life
BY CINDY WOODEN  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
While Pope Francis’ comments on 
U.S. criticism of his papacy drew 
the biggest headlines during his 
visit to Africa, the Masses he cel-
ebrated in Mozambique, Mada-
gascar and Mauritius drew the 
biggest crowds. 

Dignitaries were chauffeured 
to the outdoor Mass sites, but 
most of the people arrived packed 
into old buses or after walking far 
on dusty roads. In Madagascar, 
many had spent a chilly night on 
straw mats or plastic tarps to be 
among the 1 million people au-
thorities said were present for the 
morning Mass. 

Pope Francis knew how the 
people lived, and his mission was 
to be with them as much as possi-
ble and show what the Gospel 
means in their situation. He was 
back to being the pastor he was 
when he ministered in the “villas 
miserias” in the poorest areas of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

The trip was bracketed by dis-
cussions flying to and from Africa 

about a new French book claiming 
a well-funded cabal of conserva-
tive U.S. Catholics wants Pope 
Francis out, and his reflections on 
the importance of listening to crit-
icism if — and only if — it is of-
fered in a spirit of dialogue. 

In some ways, it was the “first-
world problem” version of his con-
stant call in Africa for loving one’s 
enemies, engaging in real dialogue 
and living the spirit of the Gospel 
in one’s own, concrete situation. 

In Mozambique, where the ef-
fects of the civil war from 1977 to 
1992 still boil over into sporadic 
violence, Pope Francis told the 
people that Jesus meant it when 
he said to love one’s enemies and 
pray for one’s persecutors. 

“Jesus is no idealist, someone 
who ignores reality. He is talking 
about specific enemies, real ene-
mies,” the pope said Sept. 6 during 
Mass in a Maputo stadium. 

Peace and reconciliation take 
courage and won’t come from sim-
ply avoiding the people who were 
on the other side, he said. “Jesus 
commands us to show an active, 
impartial and extraordinary 

People wave palms as Pope Francis arrives to celebrate Mass at the monument to Mary, Queen of Peace in Port 
Louis, Mauritius, Sept. 9. The Masses he celebrated in Mozambique, Madagascar and Mauritius drew big 
crowds. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)

benevolence toward those who 
have hurt us” and “to bless them 
and to pray for them.” 

“In other words, to speak of 
them with words of blessing, with 
words of life not death, to speak 
their names not in insult or re-

venge, but to establish a new bond 
which brings peace,” the pope said. 
“It is a high standard that the 
Master sets before us!” 

In Madagascar, Pope Francis 
visited a former student of his, 
Vincentian Father Pedro Opeka, 

and the village he and thousands 
of the country’s poorest people — 
many former garbage pickers — 
built, largely from backbreaking 
work in a quarry up the hill. 

Pope Francis told residents the  

Africa, Continued on p. 10
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I was asked last week by the editor of 
the West River Catholic what we should 
call this column that I am now writing. I 
decided to call it Sede Vacante. That is a 
Latin term which means “vacant seat.” It 
refers to the fact that as a diocese, we have 
a vacant seat in our midst. That vacant seat 
is the bishop’s chair, or cathedra, located in 
the cathedral. The light over that chair is 
not lit right now and the coat of arms is 
missing. More importantly we are missing 
someone who is very important for any 
diocese.  

The Bishop is the Vicar of Christ for 
our local (diocesan) church. As a successor 
to the apostles and a member of the  
college of bishops, he is a visible connec-
tion to Jesus Christ and the church he  
established on earth. The bishop is also our 
direct link to the Holy Father and the 
universal Catholic community.  

All these connections are very impor-
tant to being Catholic. We are a universal 
church which has a local expression in 
western South Dakota. We have our own 
unique experience of church, but our ex-
perience is not so unique that we are sepa-
rate from other expression of the Catholic 
Church elsewhere. We are not a “congre-
gational” form of governance. We belong 
to each other. We are brothers and sisters 
of one another because we are all joined to 
Jesus Christ who is our brother. We are 
sons and daughters of one Father, and we 

are bound together by the Holy Spirit. The 
bishop is our diocesan father and our  
family is not complete without our father 
sitting at the head of the Eucharistic table, 
leading us into a deeper relationship with 

our brother Jesus and his Father. We 
should be praying daily for our new 
bishop, longing for him to come, through 
the power of the Holy Spirit and the 
choice of our Holy Father, to be seated 
among us.  

In the meantime, we are called to  
continue our mission, the mission of Jesus 
Christ. The “vacant seat” does not mean 
that we stop being disciples of Jesus 
Christ, called to attract and form inten-
tional disciples who joyfully, boldly and 
lovingly live and proclaim the Gospel.  

That is where I come in. Elected, I said 
yes to assuming this mantle of leadership 
temporarily. It has been interesting and 
challenging from the first day. I am learn-
ing and growing in ways that I have not 
been asked to do in the past. Most impor-
tantly I have come to appreciate the min-
istry of a bishop in a much deeper way. I 
have not prayed enough for our bishops 
and for all the bishops of our country and 
the world.  

During my short few weeks, I have 
come to understand the burden of a 
bishop’s ministry. This was made especially 
clear when I had the privilege to attend a 
meeting of the bishops of our province 
(North and South Dakota and Min-
nesota). Their responsibilities would be a 
challenge during any era, but our own 
time has made their ministry particularly 
heavy to bear. Gratefully they do not carry 
this load alone. The Lord is yoked to them 
on the journey. Our prayers on their  
behalf, raised to the Father, will lighten 
that load, for the Father bends down to 
listen to the cry of his children.  

In telling you all this, you should not 
feel sorry for me or for our bishops. As I 
often tell people, every appointment on 
my calendar was put there by me. Like-
wise, this responsibility of diocesan  
administrator was something I accepted. I 
am willing to do this, to serve the Lord 

and his people as we 
continue to grow in 
holiness and prepare 
for the leadership of a 
new bishop.  

I am finding this 
new assignment  
challenging but also 
so interesting. I am 
learning and growing. 
I enjoy the support of 
the clergy and laity of 
our diocese. That is a 
great blessing. As 
much as I miss having 
a bishop in our midst, 
I know the Lord is 
present. The mission 
of our local church 
continues. While there will be no new ini-
tiatives while the cathedra is vacant, we 
will continue to bring to fulfillment the 
great work that we have already begun. 
The Lord is calling all of us to do our part 
so that when a new bishop arrives, he will 
find us ready and willing.  

We are so blessed in our diocese. We 
have wonderful priests and deacons in 
roles of leadership. Many talented lay men 
and women are involved in our parishes, 
serving the Lord is our ministry together. 
We have a hard-working and generous 
chancery staff. There is much to be grate-
ful for, and we are not finished. I know 
there is much more that the Lord wants to 
give us. There is a legacy of faith that is 
waiting to be lived. We have only begun to 
discover the blessings God wants to pour 
into our lives through his beloved Son and 
the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Let Sede Vacante be a joyful cry for a 
new bishop, a cry to spur us on to con-
tinue the great work we have been given 
until we stand together with our new 
bishop to rejoice in all that will be given to 
us by our gracious and loving God.   

Fr. Michel  
Mulloy 

 
Diocesan  

Administrator, 
Liturgy Director 

 
mmulloy@ 
diorc.org

Sede Vacante

NPM 
Serving the life and  

mission of the 
church through  

fostering the art of 
musical liturgy in 

Catholic worshiping 
communities. 

Making beautiful music across the diocese! 
Congratulations to the Rapid City  

Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians  
Winners of the NPM 2019 Chapter of the Year Award! 

To all involved in the Rapid City NPM Chapter – from all our parish 
singers, musicians, and directors to our faithful volunteers in compiling our 

NPM chapter newsletters, Facebook page and website content … 
Our deepest appreciation for all you do for our diocesan parishes! 

     Choir_Members 
Chapter_Facebook_page 
     Musicians Guitarists 

Choir Directors 
     Organists Pianists  

Cantors Psalmist     
Sing_to_the_Lord 

NPM  Prayer_in_Song  
    Chapter_newsletters 

Chapter_website 

Let ‘Sede Vacante’ be a cry for a new bishop 

 Rachel’s Vineyard  
Post-Abortion Healing Retreat 

October 11-13, 2019, western South Dakota 
Call Carol at 605-374-5639  

or email ckling@sdplains.com 

The empty cathedra. (WRC photo)
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Allegations against priests 
In order to maintain continued transparency in making public the names of priests 

against whom credible allegations of sexual misconduct have been made, the Diocese of 
Rapid City is updating the listing on its website www.rapidcitydiocese.org on a quarterly 
basis.  

There were no allegations against priests brought forward during the third quarter of 
this calendar year. 

Once again, the Diocese of Rapid City is committed to reaching out to victims of child-
hood sexual abuse within our diocese as well as doing all that we can to protect our youth 
and vulnerable adults from harm. 

Retired diocesan priest, 
Fr. Riccardo Pennati 
has returned from Italy. 
He is currently provid-
ing coverage for priests 
at weekend Masses. In 
a few months he is 
slated to begin provid-
ing coverage for priests 
going on sabbatical. 
 
The superior of the 
Priestly Fraternity of St. 
Peter in Abington Town-
ship, Pa., has assigned 
Fr. Carlos Casavantes, 
FSSP, as pastor of 
Immaculate Conception 
Church, Rapid City. He 
was formerly assigned 
to Queen of the Holy 
Rosary Church in  
Vienna, Ohio. The Rapid 
City parish offers Masses in the extraordi-
nary form of the Roman Rite. He succeeds 
Fr. Christopher Hathaway, FSSP, who has 
been assigned to the Diocese of Venice, Fla. 

Priest Assignments_______

(On the right) Father Michel Mulloy and (on 
the left) seminarian Josh Lee, both of the 
Rapid City diocese, attended the 50th  
Jubilee of vows celebration for Sr. Jacque 
Schroeder, OSF, August 25 at the Sisters of 
St. Francis of the Immaculate Conception 
Motherhouse in Peoria, Ill. She is currently 
serving on the Standing Rock Reservation. 
Lee has been serving with Fr. Jim Hoerter at 
the Standing Rock Reservation parishes over 
the summer. (Courtesy photo) 

Happy 50th  
Anniversary 

Correction 

The column on page 2 of the August WRC issue should have said: 
“Finally, an administrator cannot make any changes in priestly assignments for one full year.” 

New employee in  
parish accounting 
The Parish Financial 
Services Department 
welcomed a new em-
ployee, Phillip Thomas, 
on August 27. Thomas 
earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in Biology from 
South Dakota State Uni-
versity, Brookings, and 
started course work in 
accounting at Black Hill State University, 
Spearfish. He is a member of Blessed 
Sacrament Church, Rapid City. (WRC photo) 

September 

Sept. 18, Wednesday 
4 p.m. Real Presence Radio Live Drive, FM 
89.9/94.7 
Sept. 19, Thursday 
10:30 a.m. Dearning 5 Meeting,  
St. Joseph, Faith 
Sept. 21, Saturday 
5:30 p.m. Pro-life Mass, St. Anthony,  
Hot Springs 
Sept. 22, Sunday 
9:30 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting,  
St. Mary Church, Lemmon —  
10:30 a.m. Confirmation Mass 
Sept. 23, Monday 
9:30 a.m. Cabinet Leaders Meeting, 
Chancery 
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School  
System Board Meeting, Cathedral  
Sept. 24-25, Tuesday-Wednesday 
Pheasant Hunt for Seminarians,  
WSDCF, Gregory  

Sept. 26, Thursday 
8 a.m. On-air Host of Real Presence Radio 
FM 89.9/94.7 
Noon Workshop for Clergy, Terra Sancta 
Sept. 27, Friday 
Workshop for Clergy, Terra Sancta 
Noon College of Consultors Meeting,  
Rapid City  
Sept. 28, Saturday 
Annual Stewardship Summit, Terra Sancta 
 

October 

Oct. 5, Saturday 
10 a.m. Presentation on the Year of  
Eucharist for National Association of Pastoral 
Musicians, Cathedral 
5:30 p.m. Missoula Children’s Theater: 
Pinocchio, STM Middle School 
Oct. 6, Sunday 
8 a.m. Rite of Election, Cathedral RCIA Mass  
11 a.m. Celebration of Marriage Mass/ 
Luncheon, Terra Sancta 

Oct. 9, Wednesday 
1 p.m. Cabinet Leaders Meeting, Chancery  
Oct. 10, Thursday 
8 a.m. Staff Mass/Gathering, Terra Sancta 
Oct. 11, Friday 
5 p.m. Catholic Medical Association  
White Mass, Terra Sancta 
Oct. 12, Saturday 
9 a.m. Diocesan Liturgy Commission  
Meeting, Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 
Noon Deacon Gathering,  
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City 
Oct. 13, Sunday 
4 p.m. Youth Rally Mass, Holy Cross Chapel, 
Terra Sancta 
Oct. 14, Monday  
Office closed for Native American/Columbus 
Day 
Oct. 14-18, Monday-Friday 
Priests’ Retreat, Terra Sancta 

Diocesan Administrator’s Calendar — Subject to change without notice



4  WRC September  2019Living the Mission

Job Opening at St. Joseph, Spearfish 
St. Joseph Church, Spearfish is looking for a full-time/part-time (30-40 hours weekly) 
Faith Formation Coordinator/Administrator to serve and oversee various catechetical 

programs at St. Joseph Church. For more information contact the parish office.  
Phone 605-642-2306. 

A job description is posted on the parish website at 
https://www.stjosephspearfish.com/. 

To apply submit cover letter and resume to Msgr. Michael Woster at mwoster@diorc.org.  
Application may also be mailed to: St. Joseph Church, 844 N 5th St. 

Spearfish, SD 57783. 

  

  BY FR. MICHEL MULLOY  

The Living the Mission Capital Cam-
paign’s initial phase has concluded with our 
partner, CCS Fundraising, who finished 
their “in-diocese” operations August 31.  
Kaleigh Wagner, of CCS, from Cleveland, 
OH, was the final team member to com-
plete her duties in the diocese. We wish her 
and the other team members well. 

For the past two years, the CCS team’s 
capital campaign headquarters was at Terra 
Sancta.  Will Wisner, the campaign direc-
tor, of St. Louis, MO, was in the diocese for 
over two years himself conducting a feasi-
bility study that helped establish the 
fundraising plan.  His team came as needed 
until they were at full strength last summer, 
where they completed the Pilot and Block’s 
1 and 2 portions of the campaign. For those 

Building for our future together
of us who worked with this fantastic group 
of people, they became family in the Terra 
Sancta and diocese operational landscape, 
and their absence is noticed daily.  

Diocesan and CCS staff worked and 
played well together. We spent long hours 
traveling to meetings across the diocese 
having wonderful conversations about our 
lives and experiences. Bishop Robert Gruss 
and other diocesan staff members invited 
them into our homes; CCS team members 
will always cherish the memories of our 
former bishop’s hospitality towards them. 

The CCS crew were religiously diverse; 
there were Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish 
team members.  They all enjoyed experienc-
ing a healthy dose of our western South 
Dakota Catholic culture during their time 
here. Aaron Olson, CCS team member and 

Protestant from Indianapolis, IN, attended 
his first Mass at St. William’s in Midland 
with Fr. Gary Oreshoski presiding.  He was 
encouraged to go up for a blessing at com-
munion, and through this experience found 
our church most welcoming. This under-
standing of our faith helped him better 
connect to the people he was serving during 
his time here in western South Dakota. 

Together, we all have raised $10.9M, and 
have through 2023 to raise the remainder 
of our $12M Living the Mission Capital 
Campaign goal. Going forward, the Devel-
opment Office will be visible in parishes 

and working with clergy and the volunteer 
fundraising committees to help ensure we 
exceed our goal. Our responsibility is to 
help ensure our Catholic faith remains 
healthy for future generations. The secular 
world poses challenges for our church and 
its teachings — the Mass is the most im-
portant thing we can do as Catholics, and 
the Eucharist is the most important part of 
the Mass. This capital campaign helps us se-
cure our ability to evangelize and defend 
our way of life.  

Thank you again for supporting and 
“Living the Mission” of Christ! 

Contractor trucks sit inside a protective fence as renovations begin on the old credit union building to 
transform it into a Catholic pastoral center. It is funded by the Living the Mission campaign. (WRC photo)

708 St. Joseph Street, Rapid City, SD 
605-348-5228

Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:30 a.m-5 p.m.  
Sat: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
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Were you married in 1969?
Send your photo along with your names, wedding date,  

town you were married in, and current parish to:  
Attn: Becky Berreth, West River Catholic,  

PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709,  
or e-mail to bberreth@diorc.org  

by September 30 
For publication in the October WRC. Questions? Call Becky at 605-343-3541. 

BY LISE ALVES  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

SAO PAULO — With a month to go 
before the start of the Synod of Bishops for 
Amazon, retired Bishop Erwin Krautler of 
Xingu said the Brazilian government 
should not fear the discussions to be held in 
Rome. 

“The synod is for and by the bishops. 
Discussions will involve church issues, not 
sovereign state issues,” Bishop Krautler said 
in a national radio interview Sept. 4. 

Since mid-August, Brazil has been em-
broiled in a crisis due to the widespread 
burning of the Amazon forest this year. 
Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has in-
sinuated that nongovernmental organiza-
tions, many international, were responsible 
for the increased burnings. He also has 
hinted that extensive media exposure is the 
work of “foreign powers” wanting to inter-
nationalize the forest. 

Bishop Krautler said if government offi-
cials read Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical, 
“Laudato Si, on ‘Care for Our Common 
Home,’ the text explains how the church 
views the environmental situation.” 

He said the Brazilian government’s con-
cern about losing sovereignty over the 
Amazon region is exaggerated. 

“The Amazon is of global interest,” he 
said, but added, “but it is not a question of 
sovereignty (rights). No one thinks the 
Amazon should be internationalized. That 
is absurd. I don’t know where they (govern-
ment officials) got that idea from.” 

Bishop Krautler described Laudato Si as 
a work manual based on talks by the church 
with several sectors of society. 

The bishop, who has been in the Ama-
zon region for more than five decades, said 
people living outside the forest have little 
knowledge of what life is like in that region. 

“The vision one (world) has of the Ama-
zon is wrong,” he said. “The Amazon has 

turned into a province ... a lumber province, 
a mineral province ... the last agricultural 
frontier,” he said. 

The bishop, who often speaks against 
construction developments, farmers and 
loggers who degrade the Amazon forest, 
has been on a hit list for at least a decade 
and has been under police protection. 

Bishop Krautler was instrumental in 
helping bring to justice the killers of Sister 
Dorothy Stang, a member of the Sisters of 
Notre Dame de Namur who was assassi-
nated in 2005 due to her work with landless 
peasants in the Amazon region. 

He said the October synod scheduled by 
Pope Francis has the objective of uniting 
the bishops of the nine countries that make 
up the Amazon region. 

“We will discuss issues of the church. We 
have a mission; we have an obligation to 
fight for our common home.” 

The synod working document briefly 
touches on the issue of allowing priests to 
marry; Bishop Krautler said the issue for 
the Amazon region focuses primarily on ac-
cess to the Mass. 

“The Eucharist we celebrate every Sun-
day is the center of our faith,” he said. “Here 
in the Xingu alone we have 800 communi-
ties and only 30 priests, several of who are 
already over 70 years old. 

“The question, then, is how can we pro-
vide (Sunday) Eucharist to all communities, 
or at least during the important Catholic 
festivities, such as Easter and Christmas,” 
he said. 

“Priests appear in some of these commu-
nities two, three times per year. It is unbear-
able,” he added. 

Bishop Krautler said the synod has two 
objectives: One, to discuss new paths for the 
church in region, and two, to discuss inte-
gral ecology.  

See videos of the USCCB series on the 
Amazon at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

Bishop in Amazon says Brazilian government should not fear October synod

The Amazon River basin covers an area more than five times the size of Alaska. (CNS 
graphic/Caroline Lindsey, The Catholic Miscellany)

A fire burns a tract of Amazon jungle Sept. 2, as it is cleared by a farmer in Machadinho do 
Oeste, Brazil. The Brazilian Catholic bishops are pressuring the government to guarantee the 
safety of several Amazonian indigenous peoples. (CNS photo/Ricardo Moraes, Reuters) 
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(Editor’s note: During the Year of the  
Eucharist church teachings have been made 
available to parishes for their bulletins. In 
case the parish was unable to include the 
teachings they are reprinted here.) 
 

Sept. 21-22  
Penitential Act  
The Penitential Act follows the Introductory 
Rites and the Greeting. We are going to take 
the next three weeks to look at this. As  
mentioned before, the whole liturgy is our 
prayer of thanksgiving to the Father for what 
He has done for us through his Son, Jesus 
Christ. In the Penitential Rite, we humbly 
come before the Father acknowledging our 
sinfulness, seeking his forgiveness. This 
must be done in great humility. We are like 
St. Peter kneeling before Jesus saying, 
“Leave me Lord, for I am a sinful man.” We 
are not worthy to be in this place, to worship 
God, to encounter Jesus in this moment. We 
are not worthy of what the Lord will be giving 
us in this Sacred Liturgy. This is at the heart 
of the Penitential Act. The purpose of the  
silence is to turn inward, to acknowledge our 
sins so that we can worthily celebrate these 
great mysteries. In the various forms of the 
Penitential Act available to us, we give voice 
to that awareness. In effect we say, “Yes, I 
know myself to be a sinner.” Let’s pray the 
Confiteor today.  
 

Sept. 28-29 
Penitential Act  
Having acknowledged our sinfulness in the 
Penitential Act, we hear back from Jesus in 
the words of the priest who is Christ present 
to us. Christ tells us that we are forgiven. 
Imagine Jesus saying to us, through these 
words spoken by the priest on our behalf, 
“May almighty God, have mercy on us,  
forgiven us our sins and bring us to  
everlasting life.” We pray these words with 
great confidence knowing that God’s great 
act of love has brought to us forgiveness of 
sins. We believe that God does forgive us 
and show his mercy because this is Jesus 
speaking to us. Jesus won for us the freedom 
from sin by his own death and resurrection. 
Present to us now, Jesus pours out the 
mercy of God on us in the words of the 
priest. Our response then can only be one of 

gratitude for God’s mercy. The Lord have 
mercy is that cry of victory.  

It is important to note that when we enter 
the dialogue with the priest through our  
response of “Lord, have mercy; Christ, have 
mercy; Lord, have mercy,” we are pleading to 
the Lord Jesus for his mercy. These are not 
just words which just come off our lips. If we 
are engaged in this encounter, our hearts 
will experience this crying out to the Lord for 
mercy.  

Oct. 5-6 
Penitential Act   
Over the last two weeks we have considered 
the meaning of the Penitential Act. We tell 
Jesus that we are sinners and unworthy to 
be here. We also hear Jesus telling us that 
God is merciful. We can pray this prayer in 
three different ways. The most obvious way 
we express our sinfulness is in the Confiteor. 
The second form which is used less  
frequently acknowledges our sinfulness in 
two simple phrases. In these two forms, we  
proclaim God’s mercy in Jesus with the Lord 
Have Mercy. The third form is a series of 
three statement that speak about God desire 
to free us from our sins. In this form we  
implicitly acknowledge our sin. The Lord 
Have Mercy is our response to the gracious 
love of God. All three forms can be used in 
the Mass.  

Oct. 12-13 
Gloria in Excelsis 

The Gloria is a great hymn of praise, always 
meant to be sung, though it can be recited. 
We have gathered as God’s people. But it is 
also important to note that in this liturgy on 
earth, here in this place, we are united with 
the Body of Christ celebrating the Eternal 
Liturgy in heaven — the whole community of 
believers already fully united with the Trinity 
in heaven. We are deeply grateful for the  
salvation won for us in Christ Jesus. We 
share our praise, adoration and love with 
God. “Glory to God in the highest. We praise 
you; we bless you; we adore you; we give you 
thanks for your great glory. ...” Again, this our 
communication with the Lord in this  
encounter, and therefore our hearts and 
minds must be engaged.  

(Editor’s note: During the Year of the Eucharist the West River Catholic is 
asking people selected by their parishes  to express their feelings on receiving  
Communion.)

Janet Higbee is the liturgy and music coordinator at  
St. Joseph Church, Spearfish. She is a convert to the Catholic Church who tried 
several Protestant Churches before joining Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
(RCIA) classes. Her first Communion was during Easter Vigil on March 30, 

2002.   
“It stands out because it was the culmination of a 14-year 

journey of listening to God, trusting God and obeying God. 
This journey meant a separation from my husband and  

daughters while they stayed at the Protestant Church where 
he had been confirmed and they had been baptized, because I 
followed God’s call to a different church,” she said.  

Janet shared her experiences at the Catholic Church with 
her husband and daughters and they also became converts. “It 
is such a joy to be able to worship together in the same church 
again,” she said.  

“Mass is important because it is where we, in community, have the most  
intimate encounter possible with Jesus,” said Janet. She remembers waiting more 
than 11 months to receive the host.  “Long before I understood the ‘real presence’ 
of Jesus in the Eucharist, something told me that there was no place on earth I 
would rather be than in that Communion line.”  

She said she feels Christ’s presence at Mass when singing and watching people 
moving forward in the communion line.  “It makes me marvel at the incredible 
love of our Lord. He who calls forward all of these beloved souls from all walks of 
life, of all ages and genders and maturity — and he loves them all equally!” then 
Janet adds, “Communion is where Jesus comes to me – me, an undeserving  
sinner.” 

JANET HIGBEE

In Mass we have the most intimate encounter possible with Jesus

Website: www.wsdcf.org

10 E. Mall Dr., Suite B, Rapid City, SD, 57701 

Phone: 605-721-6843 (Mailing): PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709

@RapidCitydiorc
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BY SUSAN SAFFORD 
DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 
 

About a year ago, Bishop Robert Gruss 
shared with some of us on the chancery 
staff that he would like to call for a “Year 
of the Eucharist” for our diocese. It was 
the first time I had heard about this desire 
of his, so I asked him about it — What 
were his hopes for this year? What would 
he like to accomplish? What would he like 
to happen during this year?  

He shared with us that he would like 
every person in western South Dakota to 
encounter and experience the love of 
Christ in the holy Eucharist — in the 
Mass, in adoration, in holy Communion. 
He wanted every person to fall so much in 
love with Jesus in the Eucharist, that they 
would never leave the church, not because 
of rules or regulations or out of obligation, 
but because of love — because their hearts 
were transformed by his love. He wanted 
us all to grow in that love of Christ in the 
Eucharist, ever deeper, so that more and 
more churches would have more and more 
times of Eucharistic adoration, because we 
would be coming there in droves to be 
with Jesus in the Eucharist.  

This was the desire of our former 
bishop, but of course, what he wanted and 
what we want is whatever the desire of 
Jesus is for us. And Jesus wants to be with 
us. He wants to be close to us. That’s why 
Jesus gave us the holy Eucharist. God cre-
ated us because his love is so great that he 
wanted to share it. The Son of God be-
came a man because his love is so great 
that he wanted to save us and redeem us, 
so that we could be with him. Jesus left us 
the holy Eucharist, his Real Presence, 
truly his body, blood, soul, and divinity, so 
that he could be with us. Right now. Every 
day. 

This year is for all of us — everyone. 
He wants to be with each and every one of 
us. Even those who are unable to receive 
him in holy Communion at this time can 
still encounter him in his Real Presence, in 
the tabernacles of every Catholic church. 
For this Year of the Eucharist, the diocese 
has provided many resources meant to 
help us to encounter, understand, and fall 

Encounter the love and joy of Jesus in the Eucharist
in love with Jesus in the Eucharist. These 
can be found on the website at 
www.YearOfTheEucharist.org. There are 
resources for the liturgy, provided by Fr. 
Michel Mulloy and the Office of Worship, 
and there are resources for Faith Forma-
tion events in your parish and for the 
home, provided by the Pastoral Ministries 
Offices. There are resources for both 
priests and laity. There are catechetical re-
sources, liturgical resources, saints, prayer 
cards, music, and beautiful Eucharistic art-
work. We invite you to avail yourselves of 
these resources, in whatever way you find 
them helpful. It is important to know that 
these resources may be used freely — no 
one has to use any of them; they are 
strictly optional. What we hope for is that 
all of us would share the beauty of the Eu-
charist and Christ’s love for us in the Eu-
charist in the ways that are natural to us, 
at the Mass and times of communal 
prayer, in faith formation, and in our fami-
lies and communities, with one another. If 
these resources are helpful for doing that, 
please use them. If not, please share your 
own love and understanding of the Eu-
charist as the Lord leads you. Share your 
stories with each other, share your testi-
monies of the Lord’s amazing work in 
your life, share your love and your joy in 
him. 

One day, after receiving holy Com-
munion, I realized that the host was par-
tially stuck to the roof of my mouth, and 
as I tried as piously as might be possible to 
consume the host, I thought to myself, “I 
should really be more reverent,” and the 
Lord interrupted that thought to show me 
how much joy he has in being with me in 
the Eucharist. Jesus has great joy in you 
and in me. How he longs to be close to us, 
if we will only receive him. He is ready 
and waiting for us. Even now, he is pour-
ing out his grace upon every one of us. In 
this year, we want to remember and expe-
rience anew all the many ways that we can 
receive that grace as we encounter him in 
the Eucharist — in the Mass, in adora-
tion, in holy Communion, in all the taber-
nacles throughout the world. He is there 
for all of us, present, he is waiting to be 
with us.

“Once you understand the Eucharist, you can never leave the church. 
Not because the church won’t let you but because your heart won’t let you.”

Diocese of Rapid City Vacancy Announcement 
Applications are being accepted for the full time (40 hours per week)  

position of Administrative Assistant/Benefits Coordinator  
for the Diocese of Rapid City.  

FUNCTIONS: To assist the Finance Office by managing employee benefits, payroll  
preparation, mailings, cash receipts, data input and secretarial support.  

QUALIFICATIONS: Above average secretarial and computer skills,  
demonstrated high degree of accuracy, detail oriented person with a high  

level of confidentiality. 
APPLICATION PROCESS: A job description and a diocesan application form can be 

found on the website by clicking on the employment icon at  
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/. 

Interested individuals should submit via e-mail or regular mail, a letter of applica-
tion along with their resume listing three professional references and a completed 

application form to: msimonson@diorc.org or: Office of the Chancellor,  
Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive, Rapid City SD 57701.  

The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary  
and benefits package. 

Diocese/Parishes
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Catholic Social Services of Rapid City 
has a long tradition of being involved in dis-
aster response here in western South 
Dakota.  CSS’s service areas covers 43,000 
square miles of high plains, forests and agri-
cultural land, a geography that often expe-
riences harsh climates extremes of blizzards, 
drought, tornadoes, hailstorms, flash floods, 
wildfires and other disasters. CSS’s mission 
statement is to “share in Christ’s ministry 
of offering hope, promoting individual 
human dignity and strengthening families 
and communities.”  

The disaster team at CSS is committed 
to responding to the disaster-related needs 
of the families in Burke and Custer from 
the tornado and flooding that recently went 
through their towns. CSS has a disaster re-
sponse plan that includes a $10,000 grant 
from Catholic Charities USA, along with 
private donations, to help with these two 
disasters. To help distribute the funds ac-
cordingly, we need volunteers for case work 

and community work. If you are interested 
in volunteering your time please attend one 
of the trainings we have outlined below. 
These trainings are open to all who wish to 
serve, so please share with anyone who 
might be interested.  

 
Friday, September 27 
Case Worker Training  
Times: 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Location: Sacred Heart Church,  
Burke  
 
Saturday, September 28 
Volunteer Training 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Lunch Provided: 1 to 1:30 p.m. 
Location: American Inn, 312 Island Dr. 
Fort Pierre 
Please RSVP to Holly Mudlin at either 

605-348-6086 or holly.mudlin@cssrapid 
city.com if you plan on attending one of the 
trainings. 

(Youth Track Registration Closed September 15, adult registration is open until full)

Learning to serve in a natural disaster

With the recent disasters in Burke and Custer, Catholic Social Services in 
Rapid City is sponsoring two Training Sessions for those interested in help-
ing these communities and with future disasters. Please share with anyone 
who might be interested in helping fellow South Dakotans. The trainings 
are hosted by Catholic Social Services in Rapid City, with the trainings pro-
vided by Catholic Charities USA, Washington, D.C. 

Diocese/Parishes



ciful and more a decla-
ration that God IS 
merciful. 

Next we pray the 
Gloria, a hymn of 
praise. It is appropriate 
at this moment in the 
Gathering Rite, to offer 
praise to God. We have 
just acknowledged 
God’s presence with us 
in the greeting. We 
have faced our unwor-
thiness and yet declare 
that God’s mercy is 
with us. The commu-
nity stands forgiven and 
redeemed. Praising and 
thanking God at this 
moment makes sense. 
Ideally the Gloria is always sung by all 
praising God in our unified voices.  

The Gathering Rite comes to an end with 
the Opening Prayer. Although the priest vo-
calizes the prayer, the community is praying. 
Through the silence that follows the intro-
duction, “Let us pray,” the community 
members call to mind and heart those 
things which they want to pray for at this 
Mass. When the presider speaks aloud a 
prayer, he is speaking for everyone. The 
community’s attention to his words and 
their clear “Amen,” which means in He-
brew, “yes I agree,” is vitally important.  

 
Next month we will begin talking about 

the Word of God in the context of the  
Eucharist. 

 

Learning the Liturgy

Fr. Michel  
Mulloy 

 
Diocesan  

Administrator, 
Liturgy Director 

 
mmulloy@ 
diorc.org
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The various ritual actions of the Gather-
ing Rite draw the faithful together and pre-
pare them to listen to the Word of God. 
Christ is present in his Body the Church
when we gather, continuing his saving work. 
Presence in one building does not necessar-
ily mean togetherness. The community 
shakes off the concerns of individual lives, 
opens their hearts and minds to the action 
of the liturgy and focuses on joining the 
self-sacrifice of Christ to God the Father.   

The Opening Hymn is the first prayer of 
the liturgy. Songs are prayers set to 
melodies. The stated purpose of this song is 
to begin the celebration, to foster unity with 
one another, to introduce the feast or mys-
tery that we are celebrating that day and to 
accompany the procession of the priest, 
deacon and servers. 

The community enters the eternal self-
sacrifice of Christ. We must be willing to do 
this. This means we sing the gathering 
hymn to the best of our ability. A choice at 
this moment not to sing, to simply listen to 

the song or wait for it to finish, is a choice 
to not to join the self-sacrifice of Jesus. Fur-
thermore, singing draws the community to-
gether. It expresses the unity with God in 
one another that is the hope of the celebra-
tion of the Mass. The gathering song also 
speaks about the feast or season of the litur-
gical year we are celebrating. Once again, 
the gathering song is designed to accom-
pany the procession of the priest and servers 
to the altar. This is a reminder to us that 
music, although essential to the Mass, is not 
done for its own sake but rather to accom-
pany the action of the Mass.  

The Sign of the Cross is a declaration that 
we stand in this assembly as the people of 

God because Jesus died and rose to free us 
from our sins. We are not here of our own 
volition but gather because we are drawn 
here by God in Christ Jesus. 

The greeting is an ancient dialogue with  
roots in the letters of St. Paul. The three dif-
ferent forms of this greeting all express that 
we are here to unite our lives to God. The 
priest states that the community has a rela-
tionship with God, through Jesus in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. (“The Lord be 
with you.”) The assembly’s response indi-
cates that the priest, who is for them Christ 
present leading his Body the Church, has that 
relationship with God. (“And with your 
spirit.”)  

The greeting also reminds us that the Eu-
charist is a dialogue between God and his 
people. In the same way that the inner life 
of God is a dialogue between Father and 
Son and Holy Spirit, so this ritual action af-
fords us the opportunity to share in the di-
alogue that is the life of God. Thus, when 
the priest speaking in the person of Christ, 
reaches out to the assembly with this an-
cient greeting, the people as the body of 
Christ are expected to respond. Together we 
are declaring that we believe God is present 
to us in his Son Jesus Christ. 

The Penitential Rite which comes next is 
the community’s admission that we are sin-
ners. Yet, we are here because the forgive-
ness of God has been given to us in the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. In effect we 
are declaring that though unworthy, we are 
made worthy by Christ. The “Lord Have 
Mercy” is less an appeal for God to be mer-

@RapidCitydiorc

Gathering Rite ritual draws faithful together
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village is “an expression of God’s presence 

in the midst of his people who are poor.” 
While the village, Akamasoa, is a bless-

ing, it also demonstrates that making a 
blessing or gift blossom and sharing it with 
others requires effort, the pope said. It 
shows the results of people being dedicated 
to “the values of hard work, discipline, hon-
esty, self-respect and respect for others.” 

Pope Francis’ words and actions high-
lighted his firm conviction that the Gospel 
has real-life applications, that faith involves 
much more than going to church on Sun-
day and that evangelization is not knocking 
on doors and handing out pamphlets. 

Meeting priests, religious and seminari-
ans in Antananarivo, Madagascar, Sept. 9, 
the pope said sharing the Gospel and fight-
ing “the power of Satan” will take as many 
forms as there are human needs. 

When done in the name of Jesus, he told 
them, “You triumph over evil whenever you 
teach people to praise our heavenly Father, 
or simply teach the Gospel and the cate-
chism, or visit the sick and bring the con-

solation of reconciliation. 
“In Jesus’ name, you triumph whenever 

you give a child something to eat or save a 
mother from despair at being alone in the 
face of everything, or provide work to the 
father of a family,” he continued. Teaching, 
protecting the environment, planting a tree, 
nursing the sick and bringing clean drink-
ing water to a village are all signs of a “vic-
tory over evil.” 

On the flight back to Rome, Pope Fran-
cis once again noted how some people ac-
cuse him of being a communist, even 
though, he said: “The social things I say are 
the same things John Paul II said. The very 
same. I copy him.” 

In Mauritius, a development success 
story in Africa, the pope told government 
and civic leaders that steady economic 
growth is “a reason to rejoice, but also to be 
on guard” to make sure it benefits all the 
nation’s people. 

“Promote an economic policy focused 
on people,” he said, particularly by working 
to achieve “a better division of income, the 
creation of jobs and the integral promotion 

of the poor.” 
Naturally, his caution took a more ex-

plicitly religious note that morning when he 
celebrated Mass with tens of thousands of 
people gathered on a terraced hillside under 
a statue of Mary, Queen of Peace. 

In addition to pleading for greater atten-
tion to the island’s young people — both 
within the church and in the job market — 
the pope warned about the possible nega-
tive effects of prosperity on missionary dis-
cipleship. 

“It can happen that, as the church of 
Christ, we can yield to the temptation to 
lose our enthusiasm for evangelization by 
taking refuge in worldly securities that 
slowly but surely not only affect the mission 
but actually hamper it and prevent it from 
drawing people together,” he said. 

Everywhere on his weeklong trip, Pope 
Francis showed how human concerns are 
the church’s concern, that no Catholic is ex-
empt from the demands of the Gospel and 
that being Christians and being citizens are 
both calls to build community. 

As he told an interreligious gathering of 

young people in Mozambique, living as 
people loved by God “has to do more with 
raising up than knocking down, with rec-
onciling than forbidding, with offering new 
changes than condemning, with the future 
than the past.” 

  

Africa, Continued from p. 1_________

Pope Francis arrives to visit the Akamasoa 
“Community of Good Friends” in Antana-
narivo, Madagascar, Sept. 8. (CNS 
photo/Paul Haring)
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As chaplain at St. Thomas More Middle 
and High School, I was invited to be part 
of the staff and teacher in-service days in 
the middle of August. Barb Honeycutt, 
our superintendent of schools, asked at 
the beginning of our days together, 
“What is our why? Why are we teachers? 
Why are we part of the kitchen staff? 
Why do we do the things we do?”  
 
While praying about why I am a priest, 
the first thing that came into my heart 
was that Jesus called me to be his priest 
and I said yes to his invitation. I did not 
say yes just once, but over and over and 
over again I continue to say yes to Jesus.  
 
As I prayed more about why I am a priest, 
the Lord focused my why by helping me 
recall a memory from the summer of 2013 
when I did Spiritual Exercises at 
Creighton University.  
 
In particular, my focus was on Isaiah  
42:6-7: “I, the Lord, have called you for 
justice, I have grasped you by the hand; I 
formed you, and set you as a covenant 
for the people, a light for the nations, to 
open the eyes of the blind, to bring out 
prisoners from confinement, and from the 
dungeon, those who live in darkness.” 
 
As we hear in the Mystery of Faith  
acclamation at Mass; “Save us, Savior of 
the world, for by your cross and  
resurrection you have set us free.” So the 
more focused why of my priesthood is 
that as a priest of Jesus Christ, I am 
called to set people free in his name — 
free from their sins and free from hurts 
and wounds of their hearts.  
 
The experience of praying through my 
own why as a priest spurred me on to 
propose the why question to over 100 
people in my address book: friends,  
family, brother priests, seminarians and 
teachers. A majority of people who  
responded shared a why that was directly 
connected to their relationship and  
encounter with God and a desire to do 
his will.  
 
Here are a few of those whys:  
 
"Jesus Christ: Coming to experience the 
love that Christ has for me within my  
personal prayer has radically shaped my 
life-forming thoughts, feelings and  
desires, and filled me with peace and joy 
that I previously didn't know was  
possible." 

“I am on a journey home (heaven) and I 
want to bring with me every friend, fam-
ily member, loved ones ... all the ones that 
the Lord has placed in my path. I want us 
all to see what no eye has seen ... that is 
why I do what I do.” 
 
“It's all very simple. God had a reason in 
creating me and it is summed up well in 
the old Baltimore Catechism answer to 
the question, ‘why did God make us?’ 
God made us to know him, love him and 
serve him in this life and to be happy with 
him forever in the next life.’  That is my 
why. It's what motivates me to strive to 
do God's will which is fleshed out in my  
vocation and ministry.” 
 
“My best days are when I remember that 
my why is to be mindful that every  
encounter I have with another person and 
every circumstance I find myself in is an 
opportunity to love and be loved by 
Jesus.” 
 
Finally, this whole experience of praying 
through why I am a priest brought me 
back to the source and summit of our 
faith — the Eucharist. My why, rooted in 
Christ, is found in the Eucharist and 
renewed and strengthened there. This 
summer I had many opportunities to  
celebrate the Eucharist with our youth 
and their families. 
 

Spending time in silence and in song in 
front of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 
with our youth and bringing Jesus into 
some of our neighborhoods in eucharistic 
processions gave our young people the 
opportunity to hear his voice in a new 
and deeper way. Some of them have 
shared that they are truly desiring to do 
his will in their lives; they are finding their 
why, in Christ. 
 
As Bishop Robert Gruss stated in his Year 
of the Eucharist proclamation, “(In holy  
Communion) we come to understand 
more deeply the Father’s love for us in 
Christ Jesus. Our desire for spiritual union 
with the Lord deepens. Our own  
sacrificial love intensifies and expands. 
Our aspiration to serve the Lord grows.”  
 
For all who encounter the Lord in this 
deep way, the fruit is joy. I saw this  
contagious joy this summer in our  
seminarians, our college students who 

were part of the Duc in Altum teams and 
in the participants of our many summer 
programs for youth. 

For some this joy and this desire to do 
God’s will has opened up the possibility 
that God is calling them to priesthood or 
religious life. Encountering the person of 
Jesus in the Eucharist and in adoration 
leads us to contemplate more  
intentionally — and to ask of God — the 
“big” questions: Why do I exist? Why do I 
do the things I do? What is the purpose 
of my life?  For what reason did you 
make me?  

I encourage you in this Year of the  
Eucharist to open your hearts to Jesus, 
to seek his face in the Eucharist, to bring 
your own why question to him. He will 
show you why you exist, who he wants 
you to be and what he wants you to do 
for his kingdom.

Fr. Mark McCormick: Director of Vocations In Jesus, find your answers to your ‘Why?’

OFFICE OF VOCATIONS
 
COURAGE. FIDELITY. SACRIFICE. ALL FOR LOVE.





14  WRC September  2019

I think this last summer was one filled with sharing in the cross of Jesus. I say 
this not as a way to complain about my team or that the parishes were all 
unpleasant and unwelcoming. I say it rather because that is what the Lord 
put on my heart and put on my body as well. I was sick multiple times this 
summer, and I felt very downtrodden because of it. My own interior self was 
suffering as well with doubts of how everything was going to get done and 
how my team would handle being down a leader. I also lost some consola-
tions in prayer that I was used to receiving. However, there is still joy in  

carrying the cross. Though I felt empty, I was filled each day anew by the  
Eucharist and the grace of prayer, and I had some great moments that let 
me know that what we were doing was fruitful, and it needed to be done. 
There were times with the kids and with my teammates where I saw God 
working in them, and knew that though we toil, our toil was not in vain this 
summer. The line that we kept coming back to was, “we are fools for Christ,” 
from 1st Corinthians, and thank goodness we weren’t expected to be  
anything more.  
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  I came into Duc In Altum this summer with two core desires: to give back 
to the church, and to have the adventure of a lifetime. God fulfilled both of 
those desires, but I never could have imagined all he’d do. You see, I’ve spent 
the first 20 years of my life in California, and the last 3 years in Arizona. I had 
never set foot in South Dakota. This was all new territory for me. 
   This summer I encountered God in the generous hearts of so many of his 
people. Never had I felt so welcomed and loved. God showed me what true 
love looks like. Not just the “fluffy” kind of love, but the backbreaking,  
self-sacrificing kind of love. The kind that gives of herself even when she is  
exhausted and doesn’t feel like it. Real love.  

   Every day we had a Holy Hour in front of the Eucharistic presence of Jesus, 
and I sat there and let myself be held by him. Despite the highs or lows of 
the day, I ran to the Eucharist daily, and his graces permeated me. I noticed 
an interior strength and trust I had not seen before. 
   My encounter with God this summer could be summed up in the words, 
“love” and “trust.” Every week, as God continued to cover me in his love and 
call me to trust him, my heart was being transformed. I can only pray that 
this transformation was being bled upon all the young people I interacted 
with. As it turns out, God is so much bigger than California, or Arizona, or 
even South Dakota. God is alive, and so is his church my friends. 

This summer, the Office of Vocations served 20 parishes and touched the hearts of 668 children and youth through our  
diocesan Duc in Altum program. Duc In Altum draws its name from Luke 5:4 where Jesus instructs Simon Peter  

“put out into deep water” (Duc in Altum). You will see how Max Vetch, Corbin Olson and Cristina Esquivel, heeded the call of Jesus,  
to put out into the deep and to cast the net of faith. Strengthened by the Eucharist the Lord fulfilled the desires of their hearts  
beyond their own imaginations as their faith was stretched to help our children and youth to put out into the deep this summer.  
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  While serving the Lord this summer through Duc in Altum, I grew and was 
blessed in ways that I wasn’t expecting at all. Going into the summer, I felt 
that I was being called to Duc in Altum so that God could continue forming 
me into the man that he is calling me to be. Almost every single day, I was 
given challenges and experiences that tested my limits and my patience, but 
ultimately made me a stronger person each time. I was reminded this  
summer that in order to live a life in God, your life must be grounded in 
prayer. By maintaining our team’s schedule and commitment to prayer, I felt 
my heart becoming more aligned to Christ’s. 
  The Lord gave me a profound love for the Eucharist this summer. As we 
traveled the diocese and encountered Christ in countless new experiences 

and people, I really came to rely on our uniquely Catholic gift: the Eucharist. 
In a summer of constant change from Rapid City to Timber Lake to Ft. Pierre 
and beyond, I was always able to rely on the same Jesus in the Eucharist 
through adoration and the Mass. God gave our team the opportunity to 
travel the diocese and form meaningful connections at every turn. He even 
fulfilled a longtime dream of mine — to fly a private plane — on TWO  
separate occasions (it was  incredible)!! Now I am coming back to college — 
a world that is far from the Catholic “bubble” that I experienced this summer.  
But, after all of the experiences that I had this summer, I feel equipped and 
ready to bring Christ to the depths, wherever he leads me. 
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FOR MORE RESOURCES ON SUPPORTING  
VOCATIONS IN YOUR PARISH PLEASE VISIT:  
WWW.GODS-CALL.ORG

 GODSCALL RCVOCATIONS
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September 30, Monday 
sDeadline for submissions:  

Paper mailed Tuesday, October 15. 

)605-343-3541 

8lhallstrom@diorc.org 

8bberreth@diorc.org

Sunday, September 29 
10:15 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Roast Beef Dinner 

with homemade salads and pies 
Advanced tickets (through September 22): Adults $8, Children (ages 5-10) $5 

Tickets at the door: Adults $10, Children $5 
Silent Auction    B-I-N-G-O    Country Store    Boutique Store    Youth Roomll l l

September 21, Saturday 
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for 

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn 
more about natural family planning. Held 
at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish, from 9 
a.m.-noon. )Family Life Ministries 605-
716-5214. 

sSouth Dakota Right to Life Conven-
tion: Held at the Mueller Center, Hot 
Springs. 8hotspringsareartl@gmail.com. 

sJesse Manibusan in Concert: St. 
Patrick in Chadron extends and invitation 
to all parish musicians to a concert featur-
ing Jesse Manibusan. )Cindy 308-432-
2626. 

September 28, Saturday 
sSummit 2019 — Our Story: Created. 

Captured. Rescued. Features Father John  
Riccardo of the Archdiocese of Detroit. 
Youth tracks for pre-k through middle 
school students. High school students are 
invited to attend the adult sessions. Held 
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. at Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center. $25/individual or $50/family  
includes lunch and dinner. Day includes 
Sunday vigil Mass. 8CatholicWayofLife 
.org/events. 

September 30, Monday 
s“Heal Your Grief ” Bereavement Sup-

port Group: Eight-week, non-denomina-
tional support group for Christian adults 

grieving the loss of a loved one. Begins at  
6 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid 
City. Please come early to register. )Janece 
Rieman 605-343-5547 or George Wallace 
605-721-3811.  

October 2, Wednesday 
sLight Weigh Orientation: A 12-week 

Catholic Bible Study DVD program for 
weight-loss and health. There are no 
weight-ins. Held at St. Therese the Little 
Flower, Rapid City, room 103 at 10 a.m. 
)Sharen LaGrande 605-390-5496. 

October 4, Friday 
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First Fri-

day prayers and devotions 6 p.m. in the Sa-
cred Heart Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. First Satur-
day, October 5, begins with prayers at 7:45 
a.m. followed by 8 a.m. Mass and exposition 
in Our Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral. )Dr. Ko-
priva 605-343-6202 or Ellen 605-718-
9909. 

October 5, Saturday 
sSt. Cecilia Fall Meeting and Awards 

Luncheon: Fr. Michel Mulloy will begin 
the day with reflections on the Year of Eu-
charist, followed by the business meeting, 
elections for open positions, and presenta-
tions for the St. Cecilia (Laity & Clergy), 
Peggy Langenfeld Memorial, Emerging 
Music Minister, Emerging Youth Music 
Minister awards, and recognition for Years 
of Service (25, 40, and 50).  Afternoon ac-
tivities include a commissioning of all music 
ministers by Fr. Mulloy and a sharing of fa-
vorite anthems. Held at the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. 
Award nominations and years of service recog-
nition must be received by Friday, Sep. 20 to 
8patmcdowell44@gmail.com. $15 prepay-

ment for the catered meal must be mailed by 
Monday, Sep. 23, to Pat McDowell at 4833 
Pierre St, Rapid City, SD 57702. 

 
October 11, Friday 

sMission Blueprint’s Catholic Men’s 
Conference: Speakers Glen Gauer, Dr. 
Margarett Schlientz, Sean Dalton will 
speak on “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
There is Freedom.” Held at St. Thomas 
More Church, Brookings. Ends October 
12. 8www.mission-bluepring.org. 

October 12, Saturday 
sCalled to Holiness: Four-day, individ-

ualized retreat learning to use your ordinary 
life experience to live in a fulfilling relation-
ship with God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. 
Directed by Dr. Clare Ten Eyke. Held at 
Sioux Spiritual Center. Limited to 12 peo-
ple. Cost $200. Ends October 15. 
8www.siouxspiritualcenter.org/retreats or 
)605-985-5906. 

October 18, Friday 
sAuthor/Speaker Sr. Helen Prejean: 

Abolishing the death penalty author speaks 
about her latest book, “River of Fire” at the 
University of Sioux Falls, at 7 p.m. $20 for 
adults and $10 for students. Sponsored by 
Prison Congregations of America. 
8www.usiouxfalls.edu/ticket or )605-331-
6786. 

October 25, Friday 
sDiocesan Men’s Retreat: Celebrate the 

Year of the Eucharist with a weekend  
devoted to deepening your relationship 
with Christ in the Eucharist. Jacques 
Daniel will direct this Ignatian based silent 
retreat. Cost ranges from $170 to $250 for 
weekend depending on lodging. Diocesan 
Women’s Retreat will be held November 
8-10 will be directed by Dr. Carole Brown. 
Registration coming soon! Fall Festivals on p. 18
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Recent headlines have made my head 
spin. For example, a new scientific tech-
nique, termed “mitochondrial transfer,” has 
raised the specter of human beings scien-
tifically engineered from three or more 
“parents,” with numerous actual cases re-
ported.  Along similar lines, CRISPR tech-
nology, the molecular tool designed to edit 
genes, has been used to genetically modify 
babies. “Should the rich be allowed to buy 
the best genes” is a now a real question one 
headline poses, not a line from an Aldous 
Huxley novel.   

Follow that with a report in the presti-
gious “New England Journal of Medicine” 
this spring that “a man delivered a stillborn 
baby.” A woman, who identified herself as a 
“transgender man,” went to an emergency 
room with severe abdominal pain. Her 
medical records identified her as a male, so 
she wasn’t triaged with a pregnancy in 
mind.  By the time she was seen, her baby 
had died. Last, consider the news from Ne-
braska this April that “a 61-year old woman 
gave birth to her own grandchild for her 
son and son-in-law.”   

The woman served as a surrogate for her 
son and his same-sex partner, using in vitro 
fertilization and gametes from both the 61 
year-old woman’s son and his partner’s sis-
ter. 

This is heavy stuff, and highlights two 
characteristics of our age: previously un-
thinkable technological developments, and 
the “autonomous self,” that is, a belief that 
there are no limits to what a person can or 
should do, so long as they want it. 

In light of these strong cultural currents 
and rapid technological advances, we might 
wonder, is there any solid ground on which 
we can stand? Yes! We find this stable 
ground in answering the call to holiness, in 
love and truth. It’s with this in mind that 
many are delving once more into the teach-
ing of St. John Paul II.  

What does it mean to be human? What 
is my body for? How do I learn to give and 
receive love? Does it even matter? From 
1979 to 1984, St. John Paul II unpacked 
these questions in a series of 129 Wednes-
day afternoon discourses given to those 
gathered in St. Peter’s square. As a man who 
had experienced deep suffering — he lost 
his mother, brother, and father in his youth, 
and he lived under brutal Nazi and Soviet 
regimes — John Paul knew these questions 
weren’t pie-in-the-sky, but were deeply im-
portant to living an authentically human 
life in this vale of tears. In this series of re-
flections, known as the “Theology of the 
Body,” the Holy Father begins with an ex-
tended reflection on Jesus’s words as 

recorded in Matthew’s Gospel: from the be-
ginning it was not so (cf. Mt 19).   

Why start here? Because from the very 
beginning, St. John Paul II emphasized, 
God inscribed order and purpose into our 
human nature. This deep meaning runs 
through our souls and our bodies, through 
which we give and receive love. The great 
Polish pope believed that if we didn’t come 
to see the spiritual purposes built into the 
order of our bodies as given to us by God 
from the beginning, that humans would 
come to see themselves more and more as 
objects to be used and manipulated at will, 
rather than subjects called to and capable of 
great virtue. 

St. John Paul II’s teaching, which af-
firmed the perennial tradition of the faith, 
reminds us that we can never treat other 
persons as mere objects to be manipulated 
— created and structured according to our 
own will — but, in order to act with virtue 
— that is, to act in accord with our God-
given nature – we must always accept others 
as a gift, respecting the inherent order of 
God’s creation. Such a life of virtue isn’t 
something that we arbitrarily stumble into; 
it requires that we put on the mind of 

Christ and think deeply 
with the church about 
the ways in which cer-
tain technologies lead 
us to treat humans as 
objects to be used, not 
human persons capable 
of great love. 

It’s for this reason 
that the S. D. Catholic 
Conference and the So-
cial Justice Commission  
hosted Jennifer Lahl, 
the president of the 
Center for Bioethics 
and Culture, on Sep-
tember 9 at the Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help. Lahl is 
a pediatric nurse, bioethicist, and renown-
ed documentary filmmaker. She spoke 
about the ethical concerns presented by ar-
tificial reproductive technology. She ap-
proached these issues from the standpoint 
of natural law and right reason, focusing on 
the real-life concerns that arise with prac-
tices such as egg harvesting, sperm dona-
tion, and surrogacy.  

Christopher 
Motz

Executive  
Director South 

Dakota Catholic 
Conference  

 
cmotz@ 

sdcatholic 
conference.  

org 

Real life concerns arise with egg harvesting, sperm donation, and surrogacy



Monthly Message From Our Lady 
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady ap-

pears to the Medjugorje  
visionary Marija to give us her message. 

 Prayer Intentions 
of the Holy Father 

OCTOBER

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG 

A Missionary “Spring” in the 
Church: 
That the breath of the Holy Spirit en-
gender a new  
missionary “spring” in the church 

“Dear children! Pray, work and  
witness with love for the Kingdom of 
Heaven that it may be good for you here 
on earth. Little children, God will bless 
your effort a hundred fold; you will be 
witnesses among peoples, souls of un-
believers will feel the grace of conver-
sion and Heaven will be grateful for 
your  
efforts and sacrifices. Little children, 
witness with the rosary in hand that you 
are mine and decide for holiness. Thank 
you for having responded to my call."  
8/25/19

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining 
the safest possible environment for our children and young  people. To report allegations of 
sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara 
Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted  privately 
at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information 
will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged 
abuse to civil authorities. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving chil-
dren or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese 
of Rapid City will be investigated. 

The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the dioce-
san website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
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Bishop Robert Bar-
ron and others working 
hard to evangelize the 
“Nones” — young 
adults without religious 
conviction — tell us 
that a major obstacle to 
a None embracing 
Christianity is the cul-
tural assumption that 
Science Explains Every-
thing. And if science 
explains it all, who 
needs God, revelation, 
Christ, or the church? 

To be even more specific: if Darwin and the 
Darwinian theory of evolution explain the 
origins of us (and everything else), why 
bother with Gn 1-3 and Col 1:15-20 
(much less Augustine’s “Thou hast made us 
for Thee and our hearts are restless until 
they rest in Thee”)?  

That’s why “Giving Up Darwin,” an 
essay by David Gelernter in the Spring 
2019 issue of the “Claremont Review of 
Books,” is both a fascinating article and a 
potential tool in the New Evangelization. 

No one can accuse Dr. Gelernter of 
being an anti-modern knucklehead. He’s a 
pioneering computer scientist, a full profes-
sor at Yale, and a remarkable human being: 
a package from the Unabomber blew off his 
right hand and permanently damaged his 
right eye but didn’t impede his remarkable 
intellectual, literary, and artistic productivity.  

In his “Claremont Review” essay, Gel-
ernter gives full credit to what he calls 
“Darwin’s brilliant and lovely theory” and 
readily concedes that “there’s no reason to 
doubt that Darwin successfully explained 
the small adjustments by which an organ-

ism adapts to local circumstances: changes 
to fur density or wing style or beak shape.” 
But Darwinian evolution can’t “explain the 
big picture — (which involves) not the fine-
tuning of existing species but the emergence 
of new ones.” What Darwin cannot explain, 
in short, is “the origin of species” — the title 
of the British naturalist’s first, revolutionary 
book. 

The argument is complex, so it’s impor-
tant to read Gelernter’s entire article care-
fully, and more than once. But to be 
desperately brief: 

First, Darwinian evolutionary theory 
can’t explain the so-called “Cambrian explo-
sion,” in which, half a billion years ago, a 
“striking variety of new organisms — in-
cluding the first-ever animals — pop up 
suddenly in the fossil record.” How did this 
“great outburst” of new life forms happen? 
The slow-motion processes of Darwinian 
evolution can’t answer that question. Gel-
ernter concludes that “the ever-expanding 
fossil record” doesn’t “look good for Darwin, 
who made clear and concrete predictions 

that have (so far) been falsified.” (This gap-
ing Cambrian hole in the Darwinian ac-
count goes unremarked in the 
otherwise-magnificent new David H. Koch 
Hall of Fossils at the Smithsonian’s Na-
tional Museum of Natural History.)  

But there is more. For “Darwin’s main 
problem ... is molecular biology:” a scientific 
field that didn’t exist in his era. Given that 
he knew nothing about the inner-workings 
of cells through proteins, Darwin “did bril-
liantly” in explaining species adaptation. But 
Darwin and his Neo-Darwinian disciples 
can’t account for the incredible complexity 
of the basic building-blocks of life: for as we 
now know, “genes, in storing blueprints for 
the proteins that form the basis of cellular 
life, encode an awe-inspiring amount of in-
formation. ... Where on earth did it all (i.e., 
all that “profound biochemical knowledge”) 
come from?” From random mutations? 
Maybe, but very unlikely, for as Gelernter 
puts it, “You don’t turn up a useful protein 
by doodling on the back of an envelope, any 
more than you write a Mozart aria by as-
sembling three sheets of staff paper and 
scattering notes around.”  

Put the Cambrian fossil record together 
with the high statistical improbability that 
the information-dense building-blocks of 
life happened through random mutations 

and you’re forced to consider what amounts 
to cultural heresy: that “the explosion of de-
tailed, precise information that was neces-
sary to build the brand-new Cambrian 
organisms, and the fact that the informa-
tion was encoded, represented symbolically, 
in DNA …” falsify the Darwinian explana-
tion of the big picture.   

David Gelernter is intrigued by “intelli-
gent design” approaches to these evolution-
ary conundra but also suggests that, “as a 
theory,” intelligent design “would seem to 
have a long way to go.” But to dismiss in-
telligent design out of hand — to brand it 
piety masquerading as science — is, well, 
unscientific. The fossil record and molecular 
biology now suggest that Darwinian an-
swers to the Big Questions constitute the 
real fundamentalism: a materialistic fideism 
that, however shaky in dealing with the 
facts, is nonetheless deeply entrenched in 
21st-century imaginations. Thus, Gelernter 
asks whether today’s scientists will display 
Darwin’s own courage in risking cultural 
disdain by upsetting intellectual apple carts.  

The empirical evidence suggests that the 
notions of a purposeful Creator and a pur-
poseful creation cannot be dismissed as 
mere pre-modern mythology. That may 
help a few Nones out of the materialist bogs 
in which they’re stuck.  

The Catholic Difference

George  
Weigel 

 
Senior fellow  
Ethics and  

Public Policy 
 Center in  

Washington, D.C.

Empirical evidence suggests a purposeful Creator
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October 6, Sunday 
Sturgis Fall Celebration 

St. Francis of Assisi Church (1049 Howard St.) 
10 a.m.-1 p.m ~ $9 adults, $4 children ages 4-12 

Rolls, coffee, and country store 8 a.m. in the school building 
Kids games from 10 a.m. -noon in the school building. 

Turkey dinner from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. in the parish hall with raffle drawing at 1 p.m. 

Yard sale Friday and Saturday, October 4-5 from 8 a.m.-4p.m./Sunday 8 a.m.-noon 

October 19, Saturday 
Sacred Heart of White River Fall Festival and Turkey Dinner 

Catholic Hall (Main Street) ~ 5:30 p.m 

October 27, Sunday 
Spearfish Annual Fall Turkey Dinner 

St. Joseph Church (844 N 5th St) 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. ~ $10 adults, $4 children ages 5-12 

Turkey dinner with potatoes, stuffing, gravy, vegetable, salad, and homemade pies.  
Newman Center students will host a cake walk.  

November 3, Sunday 
Mother Butler Community Center Bazaar 

(231 Knollwood Drive, Rapid City) ~ 10 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Food concessions and cash and door prizes. 
)605-343-2165 or 8stisaac@rushmore.com

150 teens and adult chaperones 
loaded onto three buses to  
attend Steubenville North, in  
St. Paul, Minn., July 26-28. This 
year’s group represented 10 
parishes from around the dio-
cese. The theme was “Belong: 
See what love the Father has  
bestowed on us, that we may be 
called children of God” (1 John 
3:1). Students listened to voca-
tions and witness talks and 
music by national speakers. They 
also had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in Eucharistic adoration, 
confession, Mass, and giving 
their own witness testimonies to 
each other on the trip back to 
South Dakota. The Minnesota 
conference, a longtime outreach 
of Franciscan University of 
Steubenville, Ohio, was one of 
several Steubenville conferences 
nationwide. Registration for the 
2020 conference opens up in No-
vember. (Right) Laura Hawk, 
youth and young adult director for 
the Cathedral of Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help, and diocesan 
seminarian Josh Lee, celebrate during the trip to St. Paul. (Photo courtesy Jacques Daniel)

Steubenville St. Paul — ‘Belong’
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In Your Prayers 
In Your Prayers is designed to help us  
remember the birthdays, ordination and 
death anniversaries of the priests who 
serve us. Birthdays: October 15, Fr. Tim 
Hoag; October 16, Fr. Carlos Casavantes, 
FSsP; October 28, Fr. Gary Oreshoski.  
Ordinations: October 19, Fr. Marcin  
Garbacz; October 24, Dcn. John Osnes;  
October 25, Fr. Riccardo Pennati; October 
28, Dcn. Paul Keller. Necrology: October 
6, 1973, Peter Kelly; October 9, 2011, 
Brian Fawcett; October 10, 1955, Harold 
Fuller, SJ; October 13, 1954, William  
Connaughton; October 14, 1906, Peter 
Rosen; October 14, 1953, Godfrey Nau; 
October 14, 1962, James Shannon;  
October 14, 1967, Hubert McDonald;  
October 14, 1988, Bernard Shanley;  
October 14, 2013, Dcn. Ken Hill; October 
16, 1920, Aloysius Menne, SJ; October 
16, 1940, Bernard Strassmaier, OSB;  
October 16, 1955, Joseph O’Connell;  
October 16, 1982, William Renn, SJ;  
October 17, 1907, James Gleeson, CSC; 
October 18, 1997, Dcn. Reno Richards; 
October 20, 1982, Robert Demeyer, SJ; 
October 21, 1929, John Edgeworth; 
 October 23, 1942, Paul Kinney; October 
24, 1917, Charles Goergen; October 24, 
1975, George Stroh, SJ; October 26, 
1921, Arthur Belknap; October 26, 2009, 
David Orians; October 27, 1947,  
Amandus Boelaars; October 28, 1954, 
Eugene Buechel, SJ; October 30, 1975, 
Robert Whiteside; October 31, 1929, 
Henry Groethe, SJ.  

Deacon Carl Martin Orthman III, 76, 
Valley City, N.D. passed away at his home 
on Aug. 23. 

He was born in Forsyth, Mont., to Carl 
and Ruby (Ledbetter) Orthman on Dec.15, 
1942. Later, the family moved to Kinsey, 
Mont. 

In 1960, he graduated from Custer 
County High School, Miles City, Mont. 
Carl farmed with his father and brother and 
served in the Army Reserve. In 1977, he 
graduated with his Associate Degree in 
Nursing from Miles Community College. 
While attending school, he met Nancy Dix 
and they were married on Aug. 26, 1977 at 
Cando, N.D. They had three children, son 
Chris, and daughters Beth and Tosha. He 
worked at St. Luke’s Hospital in Fargo, 
N.D. until 1980, when he began nurse prac-

titioner school at University, N.D., in 
Grand Forks.  

In 1981, he moved to Woonsocket and 
worked at Tri-County Clinic as a NA/PA.  
He moved to Lemmon in 1985 and  
worked for Five Counties Hospital and 
West River Health Services in Hettinger, 
N.D. In 1997, he was named Rural Health 
Care PA of the year by the American Acad-
emy of Physicians Assistants. In 2005, he 
moved to Valley City, N.D., and was a 
physician assistant in the Emergency Room 
at Mercy Hospital until he retired. 

He was ordained a permanent deacon on 
Jul. 2, 1993, by Bishop Charles Chaput at 
Lemmon. He graduated from Mount 
Marty College in Yankton in 2000 with his 
Master’s Degree in Pastoral Ministry.  

He taught lay ministry class and RCIA 

classes. He ministered 
at James River Correc-
tional Center in 
Jamestown, N.D. He 
served on the Lemmon 
School Board for 12 
years, six as president. 
He was a member of 
the Knights of Colum-
bus and Cursillo.  

A funeral Mass was celebrated Aug. 29 
at St. Catherine Catholic Church in Valley 
City. A memorial Mass will be celebrated 
in Lemmon at a later date. 

Lerud-Mathias funeral Home in Valley 
City has an online guestbook is available at 
www.lerudschuldt.com. Cards maybe sent 
to: Nancy Orthman, 1255 10th St. SW, 
Valley City, ND 58072.

Deacon Carl Orthman, 76, formerly of Lemmon______________________________________

Obituary

DEACON CARL  
ORTHMAN 

Oblate retreat 
When: Friday-Saturday,  
October 4-5  
Where: St. Martin 
Monastery, Rapid City 
Who: Benedictine Oblates 
and other interested  
persons.  
Sr. Lorane Coffin will guide 
you in reflecting on your 
life story through which 
God’s presence is  
revealed.  
Preregister:  
Call 605-343-8011.
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25th Reunion (Above) Past participants and their families stop to pray as part of the  
Eucharist Procession during the 25th reunion of Totus Tuus Vocation Camps on August 9 
at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City. Along with the procession, 50 attended Mass, had 
dinner and reminisced about their time at camp.  
 
Boys Camp (Left) Father Brian Christensen watches a group put the order of the Mass  
together using 2x4s. The vocations camp for middle school and high school age boys was 
held July 14-19 at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City. Sixty boys participated in a week 
long camp full of games, campfires, a giant mud slide, a day at the lake, and times of prayer. 
The camp combines the efforts of the diocesan Vocations and Youth Offices. Priests and 
seminarians offered testimonies about their personal calling to the priesthood or seminary.  
(Photos courtesy Jacques Daniel)

Totus Tuus — Totally Yours
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Curia Corner — Behind the scenes of the closing of the diocesan phase of Nicholas Black Elk 

On May 1, Pope Francis issued an invitation to young economists, young businesspeople 
and scholars, inviting them to an event entitled “The Economy of Francesco,” which will 
take place in Assisi, Italy, from March 26-28, 2020. 

 Pope Francis hopes to be there, in order to make a “covenant” with them, to engender 
a process that would lead to giving a soul to the economy, so that it may be an economy 
“that brings life not death, one that is inclusive and not exclusive, humane and not dehu-
manizing, one that cares for the environment and does not despoil it.” 

 Assisi is the city where Saint Francis stripped himself of all his possessions, sowing 
the seeds of an economy inspired by the humanism of fraternity. There is a limit to the 
number of attendees, so for precise criteria on participation, go to the website 
www.francescoeconomy.org.

Papal Invitation to young businesspeople

To examine all the writings and docu-
ments related to the Servant of God 
Nicholas Black Elk was the charge of the 
Historical Commission for the diocesan 
cause of the canonization. 

We were comprised of Mark G. Thiel, 
CA, President of the Commission, Archives 
of Raynor Memorial Libraries, Marquette 
University, Wisc; Father Michael Stel-
tenkamp, SJ, professor of Anthropology and 

Religious Studies, Wheeling Jesuit Univer-
sity, W.Va.; and myself, representing the 
Diocese of Rapid City as archivist.  

Forming a collaborative network was 
quite a task. We were to search out and 
gather all published writings, those not yet 
published as well as historical documents. 
Father Luis Escalante, Postulator from Italy, 
asked that we research local areas, reposito-
ries, Black Elk’s time spent in Yankton/Ver-
million areas, and to check Wyoming where 
he was reportedly born. One finding incor-

PRESERVING A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY, 
BY KATHY CORDES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST

rectly reported Black Elk as being born in 
Montana.     

Many, many emails, phone calls ex-
changing ideas, hours of research, waiting 
for return phone calls and excitement 
shared that one of us had found this or 
found that. “Did you know, there is a park in 
Nebraska ...” “Please check out ...” read one 
email. Another remarked “ Hmmmm, I had 
never heard of that manuscript of his ...”   

Thiel said, “The Historical Commission’s 
quest for archival documentation has been 
an exciting adventure of hunting and stalk-
ing into the past. With pain staking 
scrutiny, we uncovered and studied holdings 
large and small, which illuminated Black 
Elk’s holiness and added clues about ob-
scure parts of his life. (Did you know that 
our diocesan archives and Marquette have 
an extensive  collaboration between the dio-
cese and St. Francis and Holy Rosary In-
dian Missions?)  

The final Historical Commission Report 
detailed why the name change to Black Elk 
Peak, several photos of Mass being cele-
brated on top of Black Elk Peak and much 
more.  To view the full Historical Commis-
sion report, please visit our diocesan web-
page www.rapidcitydiocese.org. The link to 
Black Elk, Servant of God is in the lower 
left corner of the home page.    

Many others from the diocese also put 
in many hours of work on Black Elk’s cause. 
The personal letters written by Nicholas 
Black Elk in Lakota were verified by Father 
Joe Daoust, SJ, of Pine Ridge and translated 
by Patricia Catches the Enemy, both of 
Pine Ridge. Catches the Enemy was the 
Official Verifying Translator on the inquir-
ing commission of Cause of Canonization 
of the Servant of God — concerning the 

The final report, from the Diocese of Rapid 
City, supporting the canonization of Nicholas 
Black Elk, Servant of God, was signed and 
sealed with wax before it went to Rome. 
(Courtesy photo) 

Life and Virtues and Father Daoust is 
Episcopal Delegate of the Cause of Black 
Elk.   

“Nicholas — pray for us as we open our 
hearts to recognize the Risen Christ in 
other cultures and peoples, to your glory 
and honor” (from prayer for the Canoniza-
tion of Nicholas Black Elk).  

Hurricane Dorian has left behind devastating 
losses in the Bahamas and some other parts 
of the  U.S. coast. Please pray for all affected 
by this catastrophic storm. Catholics and all 
people of goodwill are invited to help with the 
cost of relief efforts by donating to Catholic 
Relief Services and Catholic Charities USA. 
Catholic Relief Services is already working in 
the Caribbean with local partners to assess 
immediate needs and bring relief. Donations 
help provide food, emergency shelter and 
safe water to affected families. The Catholic 
Charities USA disaster response team is pre-
pared to mobilize quickly and effectively to 
aid recovery from disasters across the  
country. Donations to CRS can be made at 
https://support.crs.org/ 
donate/hurricane-dorian and to Catholic 
Charities USA at https://www.catholic 
charitiesusa.org/our-ministry/disaster-relief/.

Helping Dorian Victims

(CNS photo/Dante Carrer, Reuters)

Diocese/Parishes
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Hill City celebration 
The official feast day for St. Rose of Lima is 
August 23. Parishioners of St. Rose of Lima 
in Hill City celebrated the feast on  
August 24-25 at weekend Masses. The 
statue of St. Rose has been refurbished 

and was decorated with roses that week-
end.  

After each Mass a teen dressed as a Do-
minican Sister greeted worshippers and gave 
out prayer cards. Fr. Mark Horn’s homily in-
cluded the virtues of St. Rose. She was the 
first saint canonized in the New World. 
Renowned for her beauty, she turned away 
many suitors. She is the patroness of the 
Americas, embroiderers, gardeners, florists, 
those who are ridiculed for piety, and  family 
problems. 

(Below) Elizabeth Simental is pictured 
with her granddaughter, Monica Escobar, one 
of the teens who dressed as St. Rose that 
weekend. (Courtesy photos)

Cheryl Hubbeling joined Western South Dakota Catholic 
Foundation on August 12. She holds a degree in economics and  
political science from the University of Montana. She and her 
husband Ed are members of Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City. 
  Offices for the WSDCF are located at 10 E. Mall Dr. (north of the 
Rushmore Mall) in 
the lower level of 
Berendse & Son’s 
Painting. (Courtesy 
photo)

New employee at WSD Catholic Foundation

Deacon Walt and Judy Wilson are  
celebrating 60 years together on 
Saturday, October 12.  Their children 
and grandchildren invite you to join us 
for an Open House at Our Lady of the 
Black Hills (Piedmont) from  
2-4 p.m. Please use the garden level  
entrance (on the west side of the 
church). Look for the balloons!  

Wilson 60th Anniversary  
Open House
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Confirmation Preparation 
Have a student preparing for confirmation? Want to learn more about the sacrament? 
Watch for this Q&A featuring questions for confirmands from the Office of the Bishop.  

What three things are necessary to commit a mortal sin? 
1) You must disobey God in a serious matter. 
2) You must know that it is wrong. 
3) You must freely choose to do it anyway. 

What happens if you die in a state of mortal sin? 
You go to hell. 
YouCat 316: How can we distinguish serious sins (mortal sins)  
from less serious (venial) sins?  
Serious sin destroys the divine power of love in a person’s heart, without which there can  
be no eternal beatitude. Hence it is also called mortal sin. Serious sin breaks with God, 
whereas venial sin only strains the relationship with him (1852-1861, 1874). 
A serious sin cuts a person off from God. One requirement for such a sin is that it be  
opposed to an important value, for instance, directed against life, against marriage, or God 
for example, murder blasphemy, adultery, and so on) and that it be committed with full 
knowledge and full consent. Venial sins are opposed to secondary values or are committed 
without full knowledge of their seriousness or without full consent of the will. Such sins  
disrupt the relationship with God but do not sever it.  

Sapa Un Ice Cream Social — Welcome Back 

   Father Jim Lafontaine, SJ, (standing, wearing all black) Sapa Un Catholic Academy principal, 
on the St. Francis Mission, talks with families during a Welcome Back Ice Cream Social,  
August 30. Families gathered for a quick parent meeting, tour of the school, and to eat ice 
cream together. During the social, three staff members — Theresa Leader Charge (AA Human 
Services), Tate Haukaas (AA In Elementary in Education), and Stacee Valandra (Masters in  
Education) — were honored with star quilts for their recent graduation from Sinte Gleska  
University earlier in August.  
   In September 2013, the Mission began an academy based on the Jesuit Nativity model of 
schools. The K-8 Nativity-model academy requires students to learn Lakota language and cul-
ture in a Catholic context. (Courtesy photo)

Back to School Mass 
Father Michel Mulloy, diocesan administrator, celebrated a back-to-school Mass for the Rapid 
City Catholic School System on September 12 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Rapid City. During his homily, Father Mulloy encouraged students to choose to have a good 
school year. “We can do what Jesus asks us to do in the Gospel — when someone does 
something that bothers you, respond with kindness, goodness, and/or gratefulness. Say a 
prayer — ‘Jesus, help me to be like you today.’” (WRC photo) 

IHM Seminary Live-In Weekend 
November 8-11, 2019 

“If  you think that God is calling you to the priesthood, do not be afraid.”  
Join Father Mark McCormick for this weekend to pray, learn and live with seminarians at 
Immaculate Heart of  Mary Seminary in Winona, Minn. Begins with Mass at 7 a.m.  at the 
cathedral and returns November 11 around 8 pm.m Registration deadline is October 25.  
Call the Office of  Vocations 605-716-5214 or mmocrmick@diorc.org for more information.
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(The Fellowship of Catholic University Students, 
better known as FOCUS, are ministering to college 
students on the Black Hills State University, 
Spearfish, and the South Dakota School of Mines 
and Technology, Rapid City, campuses. FOCUS 
was founded in 1998 and uses campus  
missionaries to invite college students into a  
growing relationship with Jesus Christ, equipping 
them for a lifetime of Christ-centered  
evangelization, discipleship and friendships in 
which they lead others to do the same. The goal is 
to have students take the skill, formation and  
encounters with Christ and share them for the rest 
of their lives.) 
 
Name: Sarah Knopik 
Serving at: BHSU 
Hometown: Killdeer, ND 
Number of years as a 
missionary: 4 
How did you become  
involved with FOCUS/How 
did you become a  
missionary? 
I became involved with 
FOCUS as a student at 
NDSU through Bible  
studies, retreats, conferences, mission trips, and 
intentional discipleship. As I grew in my faith 
through the investment of missionaries and fellow 
students in college, I began accompanying my 
friends and classmates into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus Christ and his church. I desired to live 
my life as a missionary disciple with the purpose 
of helping to raise up other disciples of Jesus. 
After much discernment, I applied to serve with 
FOCUS as a full-time missionary. 
What are you looking forward to the most this 
year? I am excited for our students to begin 
 leading their friends, roommates, and classmates 
into a life with Jesus. I love helping people become 
better leaders, and I’m excited for the students at 
BHSU to grow as Catholic leaders! 
 
Name: Andrew Noah 
Serving at: BHSU 
Hometown: Spencer, IA 
Number of years as a missionary: 2 
How did you become involved with FOCUS/How 
did you become a missionary? I became involved 
with FOCUS early on in college by attending a Bible 
study led by one of the student missionaries on 
campus. I soon began leading my own Bible study 
and walking in discipleship with my FOCUS  
missionaries. After attending the Student  
Leadership Summit, a national conference in 
2016, I was inspired to come back to my campus 

and be a strong leader in my faith. It was also at 
this conference that I first 
felt God calling me into 
mission work with FOCUS. 
Two years later, I applied 
to be a missionary  and 
gladly accepted after 
spending a few days in 
prayer confirming that 
this was something that 
God was calling me to do.  
What are you looking  
forward to the most this 
year? I’m very much excited for the opportunity to 
continue the men’s ministry here at Black Hills 
State University. Everything that we do is centered 
on building relationships, and I’m so eager to  
continue to walk with the men I got to know here 
during my first year as a missionary. I also have 
the opportunity to continue leading two Bible  
studies that were started last year as well as teach 
RCIA at the Newman Center for students looking to 
enter the church this Easter or simply learn more 
about our Catholic faith. 
  
Name: Kim Herdering   
Serving at: BHSU 
Hometown: Melrose, MN  
Number of years as a  
missionary: 2 
How did you become  
involved with FOCUS/How 
did you become a  
missionary? I joined a 
FOCUS Bible study my 
sophomore year of college. 
It was during this time 
that I started to learn 
more about my faith and 
encounter Jesus in a real, personal way. The more 
I got involved in my faith, the more I wanted to 
bring others into it as well. As I grew closer to the 
missionaries on campus, the women in my Bible 
study, and with other students at the Newman  
Center it became such a major part of my life for 
me to share the joy of the Gospel with others.  
I applied to be a missionary with FOCUS because I 
knew that I wanted to live out a life modeled after 
Jesus’ by leading others to his church through  
authentic friendship, divine intimacy, and spiritual 
multiplication.   
What are you excited for this year? I’m super  
excited to see how the students grow closer to our 
Lord this year and continue to discover their  
identities as his beloved sons and daughters. 
 
 

Name: Megan Henle 
Serving at: SDSM&T 
Hometown: New Ulm, MN 
Number of years as a missionary: 5  
How did you become involved with 
FOCUS/How did you become a  
missionary? I first encountered 
FOCUS my freshman year at Winona 
State University through a  
missionary-led Bible study. I was  
invited to lead my own study my  
junior year. As my faith life and love 
of Jesus and others grew, I saw the 
impact that one soul could make on 
so many by the way of reaching a 
few to reach a few. I was invited to 
apply to be a missionary my senior 
year, and I said yes shortly before 
graduating with my degree in Biology 
in 2015 from WSU.   
What are you looking forward to the 
most this year? I’m excited to foster friendships 
new and old here at Mines, go on a FOCUS mis-
sion trip over spring break and invite student, con-
tinue working with the Rapid City Newman center, 
and invite others to invite others into the heart of 
Jesus and the church! I can’t wait to see what God 
has in store this year! 
 
Name: Michael Newsham 
Serving at: SDSM&T 
Hometown: Anchorage, Alaska 
Number of years as a missionary: 2  
How did you become involved with FOCUS/How  
did you become a missionary? My involvement 
with FOCUS began when missionaries started 
serving Washington State University during my 
 junior year, but it was during a FOCUS mission trip 
to Belfast towards the end of my senior year that I 
first decided to consider applying to become a  
missionary myself!  
What are you looking forward to the most this 
year? I am excited to be coming back to Mines 
with the opportunity to build on relationships that 
began to form last year through Bible studies and 
discipleship formation. I look forward to seeing the 
effect these Christ-centered friendships will have 
on campus! 
 
Name: Ashley Stoppleworth 
Serving at: SDSM&T 
Hometown: Kindred, ND 
Number of years as a missionary: 1st year  
How did you become involved with FOCUS/How 
did you become a missionary? I began attending a 
FOCUS Bible study as a freshman in college, then 
attended FOCUS’s national conference, SEEK 

2017 my sophomore year and was invited to be a 
student leader shortly after returning home from 
that conference. Ultimately, I discerned the Lord’s 
invitation to serving as a full-time missionary with 
FOCUS and I responded by applying to be on staff 
and accepting a position when it was offered after 
interview weekend. I have witnessed firsthand the 
need for truth on the college campus, and I am  
excited to invite students to encounter that truth in 
Jesus as I begin my time as a missionary. 
What are you looking forward to the most this 
year? Meeting students here and inviting them to 
encounter the abundance of a life lived for/with 
Jesus Christ! 
 
Name: Matthew Remmich 
Serving at: SDSM&T 
Hometown: Pierre, SD 
Number of years as a missionary: 1st year 
How did you become involved with FOCUS/How 
did you become a missionary? I became involved 
in my junior year at Northern State University,  
continued through graduate school at University of 
South Dakota. God made it quite obvious during 
my first semester at USD that I was supposed to 
become a FOCUS  
missionary. Most of my friends were FOCUS 
missionaries or heavily involved with FOCUS. I 
knew it was my time to take what they had given 
me and pass it on to others. 
What are you looking forward to the most this 
year? Meeting tons of people and praying that the 
Holy Spirit opens hearts to what the Catholic faith 
is really about.

FOCUS missionaries return to BHSU and SDSM&T for 2019-20 school year
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