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A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, January 6, 1914, published in
Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota, Vol. 18, no. 7
(February 15, 1914): Verso of supplement without pagination. Translated from Lakota to English by Paul Manhart, S.J., 2002. The
letter refers to the Titanic, the Olympic-class passenger liner that became infamous for its collision with an iceberg and dramatic
sinking nearly two years earlier on April 14, 1912. Black Elk was familiar with trans-Atlantic travel by steamship from his trips to/
from Europe in 1886 and 1889, and uses this incident as a teachable moment.

Announcer.
We have a very fine church indeed: First of all we had a big Thanks, so that is what I shall say, this way:
Our church is very large and tall, inside a very large yellow lamp shines, and each day a bell is rung. Yes, my
Relatives, it is where you go to and come from home. It is right to examine this house. Though it be dark, it is
alright to see with this lamp. And though it be disagreeably hot, it is proper for you to listen for the bell. Since
the Catholic Church alone is very large within, there our Lord's Word resides. There is light, this bell, or the
priest that show up, so it is appropriate for us to go there and listen to them.
Yes, my Relatives, you know about things of this sort, have seen them, heard of them. You have been
instructed in South Dakota as Catholics to strive a bit for this world's honors. And God's honor you do not see
much because this is something we will already know.
Men of the United States constructed a very large and fast boat. We made many millions of dollars, so
that in a few nights one crossed the ocean. So, great rich men were alone able to do such, and poor men were
able to get rich. It was because of great honors that they travelled. They said never would the boat sink.
Yes, those rich men believed it. They did not know what they would come up against. So, one day they
struck against something, so that the boat they made sank from blindness, a difficulty that came over them, and
their fright was great. There were meantime two priests who were there. Many men in heaven would stop them.
And a small boat was there and a tiny one. Yet they were blind and were stopped. Something went on to say
this: My God is near to me.
I am near to you. He is near to me. At your cross I now stand. My song is near to me. When that was
said they went in. Yes, my Relatives, take a look. There was an accident due to a great honor. The trouble with
the world's honor is that the trouble is up above. In worldly honor we twitch. You pay your debts up above
when you are up against something. You do not see when you are struck by something large. You wander
about, a ghost that will wander about and sinks. There is a grave sin here. Then you will say: "Lord, Lord!" You
will say: "That is very troublesome, my Relatives." Desire to be close to our Savior. Desire to stay in our ship.
So the Savior says: "For poor men and sinful men I have come." So he speaks to them. In your heart the Savior
is born for you. He is such that he has great strength. So he said you will be given something truly the truth.
And when God helps you, he wants it to amount to something. Desire to see. That is what should be. So, my
Relatives, all about, this is what I announce. Give close attention to it.
My friends, all by grace, I am your friend and shake your hand.
Nick Black Elk Catechist
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