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A Pastoral Letter by Nick Black Elk in Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records, Series 14-1 Collected Publications
A pastoral letter by Nick Black Elk written at Manderson, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, South Dakota, undated; published in
Šinasapa Wocekine Taeyanpaha, St. Michael’s Mission, Fort Totten, Fort Totten Indian Reservation, North Dakota, Vol. 13, no. 12
(July 15, 1909): 3. Translated from Lakota to English under Michael F. Steltenkamp, S.J.

I have seen a number of different people—the ordinary people living on this earth—the Arapaho, the
Shoshoni, the Omaha, the tribe living in California and Florida, the Rosebud, the Cheyenne River Sioux tribe,
the Standing Rock, and our own, the Oglalas. The White men living in all these places—I have said prayers for
their tribe. I'm really moved that I was able to travel to those places and meet people that are very friendly.
What I'm going to tell you now is that at the upcoming Catholic Sioux Congress, the people will be coming and
telling you what a great job you have done. In all these, good things come from God because of your faith. The
United States—All the people should have faith in God. We all suffer in this land. But let me tell you, God has
a special place for us when our time has come.
All of us belong to the Church that you and I are baptized into. Let us remember that we only can gain
what we ask of God. The priest has the wisdom to stand before you and inform you what God can do for you.
The Son of God came to this earth for us and shed his blood for us and we shouldn't waste his blood, because he
created us. We must all sweat and tire for our own good—by working for ourselves and making a living. If we
don't sweat and tire, then we cannot live. When God came on this earth, He sweat and He got tired, and he
brought good news also.
Last March 17, Jonnie Black Elk, 4 years old*, died quietly. I have lost a good boy. May 18, Sam
Big Road and his wife were baptized and were married in the Church. This is really good.
The last thing I'm going to say is that I have tried my best to do what God tells me to do. All of you are
my friends and my relatives. Please pray for me, and I shake your hand from the bottom of my heart.
Nick Black Elk
Source: Marquette University, Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Records (Series 14-1 General Publications, Šinasapa Wocekine
Taeyanpaha, Box 25 Folder 19, Microfilm reel 19)

* Note: Black Elk's son John died of tuberculosis in 1909 at age 14. The Lakota text should have been written
"waniyetu aketopa" (fourteen winters) rather than "waniyetu topa" (four winters.)

--->

