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Last May, Edward White Crow lost his wife. And at that wake I said these words: My friends and 
relatives and St. Joseph and St. Mary Society present. What I want to tell the mourners is this. Every one of us 
has to die some day and we are not going to live for a long time because God has sent us on this earth for a short 
time. But what I want to tell you is: have faith in God and remember to go to church every Sunday because this 
is where you can gain wisdom. And when you pray to God, all your sorrows and whatever that comes your way 
will disappear, because God is there to help you. 

This woman was very active in the St. Mary's Society. So now she has gained the gates of heaven 
because she has worked very hard for God. Now what I'm going to say again is this: that Julia White Crow was a 
very kind woman. I saw her work many times, and she tried her best to do what she was supposed to be doing—
sewing, and helping out in the meetings, cooking—and we are going to miss this woman because God has called 
her. God the Father, and Jesus Christ—I pray to them often that St. Joseph's and St Mary's Society will never 
fade away. Some day this is going to happen because the present generation is beginning to turn. But let us train 
our younger ones to continue on the work that we've been doing. I am very old now and my days are numbered. 
So my  friends and relatives, what I'd like to say is, at least, God have pity on you during your mourning.   

And last July I went to Indianapolis, Indiana. There I met with the White people in a meeting and I was 
really glad that I have heard and seen with my own eyes the things that they are doing. And we should do the 
same thing here, but it is very hard for us to do the things that the white people are doing because we have very 
few things to work with. But again, we must depend on God to help us. My friends and relatives I speak to you 
from the bottom of my heart. Please try and do the things that we're supposed to do. Let us not forget the main 
person—that is Wakan Tanka [God]. And the priest or the bishop has told us that we are never to be afraid 
because God is always with us. 

Now last September 20th, I went on a trip again. This time to Montana where they called me and invited 
me to go there. And it was difficult for me [because they spoke a different language]. But they have organized a 
St. Joseph and a St. Mary Society, and I was really glad that these people, too, were interested in the 
organization. And I spoke at that meeting and congratulated them because they, too, have interest in the great 
family, the Holy Family. So I will now close. You should all pray and always remember to pray for each other.

I am, Nick Black Elk

We started the St. Joseph Society here and decided to select people into these positions every year. They are: 
 Joseph Spotted Tail,  (Chief) President       Adam Lone Elk,  Alternate  James 
 Black Bear, Treasurer                John Lone Goose, Chiefs’ Bonnet Keeper 
 Sam Wears Black Shoes,  Secretary              John Eagle Elk,  Door Keeper
 Jerome Little Elk, Opening Prayer              William Thunderhorse, Song peparer 
         Henry Weasel,  Funeral Arranger

St. Joseph Health Issues Committee are: Charlie Hollow Horn, John Plenty Wolf, Alfred Black Bear, William 
Black Tail, Frank Kicking Bear, Leonard Foolish Woman, Moves Camp
          My relatives, These people will carry forward as Gods’ community, to pray and work together, to become 
strong in our faith and help one another in prayer and support for our future.
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