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‘Departure brings about a big hole in my heart’
My dear Friends in Christ,

I wrote in my first West River Catholic
column eight years ago that I was thrilled
to be your bishop. Those sentiments still
remain. As I reflected back upon the generosity of God in my life, I wrote about
departures being “sweet sorrow” as I took
leave from my Davenport community,
experiencing the sadness of leaving the “all
too familiar” behind — the many friends
and loved ones, and the numerous people
who have made a great impact in my life
and priesthood.
Sorrow is also “sweet” in the sense of the
mystery of God’s immense love and new

graces poured out upon us as we respond to
his will. I also wrote that new experiences
always bring new graces and new opportunities to experience the Lord’s love so that
we can share his love.
In responding to God’s will, there is both
an interior sweetness which deepens our
desire for the Lord, and an exterior sweetness or graces which surprise us, supports
us, and changes us, drawing us deeper into
the mystery of God’s love. So yes, parting is
“sweet sorrow” as I now look forward to the
many challenges and opportunities awaiting
me in the Diocese of Saginaw.
But it is also with a melancholy heart
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that I share these parting words to all of
you. I write them with deep gratitude as I
reflect upon these past eight years as the
bishop of this diocese. What a tremendous
blessing it has been, one which will always
remain a part of me!
For any priest or bishop, upon their
departure from a parish or diocese, we can
always look back upon any assignment with
some regrets — things we wish we would
have done differently, but we can’t turn back
the hands of time; things we wish we could
have accomplished or completed but were
unable to do so because we ran out time, etc.
But I will depart this beautiful Diocese of
Rapid City with very few regrets — only
the deepest gratitude for the many blessings
I have received these past eight years. I have
tried to serve with my whole heart, pouring
myself into this ministry by living my motto
“No Greater Love” in spite of my human
flaws and limitations.
I give thanks and praise to almighty God
for allowing me to be a part of your lives in
this diocese. What a gift I have received
from all of you. My love for you and your
support for me has been an expression of
God’s love. God often times loves us
through the people he places in our lives
along our pathway of faith. We are molded
by the love, care and concern from others.
One of my favorite quotes comes from a
French novelist, poet, and journalist. Francois Mauriac wrote, “We are molded and
remolded by those who have loved us, and
though that love may pass, we remain none
the less their work. No love, no friendship
can ever cross the path of our destiny without leaving some mark upon it forever.”
Thank you for leaving your mark upon
me. Thank you for sharing your lives with
me. I have been forever changed. In many
tangibles ways, you (and the Lord) have
taught me how to be a bishop and shepherd
in my first episcopal assignment. I will take
this formation with me as I begin this new
assignment shepherding the people of the
Diocese of Saginaw. But know that you will
not be forgotten. You and the many facets
of the Diocese of Rapid City will always
have a place in my heart.
I also hope that I have left my own mark
upon you and the Diocese of Rapid City —
the love and care of Jesus Christ. I believe

that together we have
ccomplished much these
past eight years. We give
praise and glory to
Christ for all we have
been able to do. I leave
Bishop
knowing that the faith of Robert
Gruss
the people of the Diocese of Rapid City is
Diocese of
alive and bearing fruit. I
Rapid City
leave with much for you
to build upon in living
the mission of Jesus
Christ. Stay close to Jesus, continuing to
seek his will, and he will continue to lead
you to heights beyond your imagination.
I express my sincere thanks and gratitude to our clergy and religious for your
vocation and the dedicated service and
sacrifices in bringing the presence of Christ,
his love and mercy into the world, especially
in this challenging time in the church. I
have been inspired by your ministry.
The challenges of being a bishop are
many and I have tried my best. But I also
take leave knowing of my own deficiencies
and sinfulness. Love is reflected in seeking
and offering forgiveness. If I have offended
or hurt any of you in any way, whether
knowingly or unknowingly, I am deeply
sorry. I apologize and humbly ask your forgiveness.
In conclusion, I thank all of you — the
wonderful people of the Diocese of Rapid
City — for your prayers and support over
these past eight years. This departure brings
about a big hole in my heart that will
remain for a long time. What will also
remain though is the great generosity of
God experienced in being your bishop. I
cannot thank him enough for “all the great
good done for me. I will raise the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, (Ps
116:11-12).
Allow me to ask one more thing as I take
leave. Please continue to pray for me as I
will for you. May the Lord send you a new
bishop worthy of your love! God bless you
all!
Wishing you much peace and love in
Christ,

+Bishop Gruss

Bishop Gruss Farewell Edition

July 2019

Rededication Mass
of Solemn Blessing
at Terra Sancta,
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During the past eight years, Bishop Gruss has ministered to the people of western South Dakota with
the dedication of a shepherd for his sheep. Through
my daily interactions with him, I have come to appreciate his strong faith, and great love for Jesus Christ
which underpins his ministry in word and sacrament.
He practices all that he preaches and is a man of
deep prayer. He has a strong desire for everyone to
have a personal encounter with Jesus Christ and to be
partners with him in building up the kingdom of God
here in the diocese. Most recently he gifted the diocese by declaring a Year of the Eucharist, a time to become closer to Jesus who gave us the most precious
gift of all, himself.
Under Bishop Gruss, the chancery departments
were reorganized into logical cabinets for better collaboration, interaction and accountability. An Office
of Stewardship was created and much information
was shared with parishes on how to become stewardship parishes. Bishop Gruss also partnered with the
Diocese of Sioux Falls to develop a South Dakota
Catholic Conference staffed by an executive director
to serve both dioceses. Also, under his guidance the
Terra Sancta Retreat Center has truly become a place

where one can “Come away and rest in God.” In addition, the Sioux Spiritual Center has taken on a
broader role in diocesan ministry.
Thanks to the Living the Mission campaign that
was begun by Bishop Gruss, a new Pastoral Center
building is moving closer to becoming a reality. All
staff located in two different chancery buildings in
different parts of the city will once again be under one
roof. This will result in greater efficiencies and more
coordinated outreach to parishes.
Bishop Gruss, it is difficult to bid farewell to you.
I know I speak for all the staff in saying that God has
greatly blessed us with your presence and ministry
these past eight years and for that we are truly thankful. Now the Lord is calling you to ministry in the
Diocese of Saginaw. I am confident that the people in
your new diocese will welcome you and love you too.
We wish you many blessings as you follow the Lord’s
call. May he walk beside you in all that you do. You
will be greatly missed.
Margaret Simonson
Chancellor, Chief of Staff
Communications Director

WRC 3A

Dear Bishop Gruss,
In these moments, words fail to express
the gratitude that accompanies goodbye. You have
led our diocese for eight years. In that short time,
you have offered to us a deep and sincere spirituality
that has touched the hearts of many in western
South Dakota. You know the Lord Jesus and it is
obvious that you live and lead out of that
relationship.
Even in your acceptance of this new ministry in
Saginaw, you have reminded us that living in
relationship with God means seeking and following
his will. Your deep faith shines through when you
speak about the peace in your heart, knowing that
the Lord will ride with you to your new home.
The constant theme of your preaching and
teaching has been to invite us to experience that
encounter with Jesus. That has been the foundation
of your ministry among us — your desire and hope
that we, too, can encounter the Lord and know his
peace in our lives. That legacy will remain long after
you have begun your new ministry in Saginaw.
You take our heartfelt love and gratitude with you
and leave us better for the love you have shared with
us. We will miss you and we hope to see you often.
May God bless you in your new ministry, as he
has blessed us through your ministry here in the
Diocese of Rapid City.
Fr. Michel Mulloy
Vicar General

On behalf of the Office of Vocations, I wanted to
thank you for the many ways in which you supported
this important ministry within our diocese. Your openness and availability to meet on a regular basis was a
great help to our ministry. The encouragement to
trust in the Lord always and to live a life of the Holy
Spirit brought great consolation in the work of vocations. Your prayerfulness and patient heart encourage
us to continue to foster and build in more intentional
ways a culture of vocations within the presbyterate
and parishes in our diocese. Grateful, for the opportunity to share in the ministry of vocations with you.
Please know of our prayers for you and the people of
the Diocese of Saginaw.
Come Holy Spirit, Come Now, Come as You May.
Fr. Mark McCormick
Director of Vocations
Maru Oszwaldowska
Administrative Assistant
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Dear Bishop Gruss,
The Jesuits here in South Dakota thank you for your
generous service to our diocese these past years. Our work
with Native Peoples on the Pine Ridge and the Rosebud as
well as in Rapid City can be challenging sometimes, and
support from the diocese is crucial to us being able to continue working with the Lakota to further the kingdom of God.
You have listened to our needs and concerns and responded
generously. You have faced the challenges that have come to
the diocese with patience and courage. Your time here has
been a time of peace amidst the turmoil and crisis in our
nation and church. We are very grateful.
We wish you many blessings in your ministry as you leave
us. We will continue to pray in thanksgiving for your service
here and for consolation in your relationship with the Lord in
Saginaw.
In Christ,
Fr. Joseph Daoust, SJ
Superior of the Holy Rosary Jesuit Community
Fr. James Lafontaine, SJ
Superior of the Kino Jesuit Community
I join the Oglala Lakota Catholic Community on the Pine Ridge
Reservation, and the Jesuits at Red Cloud Indian School and their
partners in education and ministry, in thanking Bishop Robert D.
Gruss for his leadership in the Diocese of Rapid City over many years.
We wish him the best in his new assignment as Bishop of Saginaw and
assure him of our prayers. The Catholic community in Michigan is
fortunate to have him as their shepherd and leader.
Bishop Gruss arrived in Rapid City not knowing Lakota culture and
practices. He approached the Lakota on the Pine Ridge with a warm
heart and an eagerness to learn about their spirituality and experience
as Catholics. He often visited the churches on the Pine Ridge to
celebrate Mass and mingled with parishioners. They have deeply
appreciated his attentive listening to their stories. They feel close to the
church because they know he embraces the virtues that are central to
their lives — wisdom, courage, generosity, and respect.
Bishop has also been an ardent and vocal promoter of the cause for
beatification of Nicholas Black Elk, Lakota medicine man and Catholic
catechist who was the spiritual leader at St. Agnes church in
Manderson for many years until his death in 1950.
Bishop, you have repeatedly told us that a relationship with Jesus
Christ will change our lives and transform our communities. May God
ease your transition to Saginaw and may you, as St. Ignatius of Loyola
urged, find God in all things.
Fr. George Winzenburg, SJ
Past President and Pastor, Red Cloud Indian School
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June 23, 2019
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
Dear Bishop Gruss,
Though I have known you for only the two years that I have been director of
St. Francis Mission, I am grateful for the time that we have worked together.
You have been supportive of our efforts to serve the Sicangu Lakota people of
the Rosebud and of me personally. God has blessed you with the gift of prayer
and your love for the Lord has been an inspiration.
The people of the Diocese of Saginaw are fortunate to have you as their new
shepherd. From 2005-09 I met with clergy and chancery officials in Saginaw
for spiritual direction. Your leadership, emphasis on growth in the spiritual life,
and focus on reconciliation and the Eucharist will be a blessing for Saginaw.
As we celebrate the Year of the Eucharist which you announced for us, you
will be very much in the prayers of the people of the Rosebud.
Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. James Kubicki, S.J.
President, St. Francis Mission

Bishop Gruss,
On behalf of the Priests of the Sacred Heart, we congratulate you on your new
assignment to becoming the head of the Diocese of Saginaw. All of us who served
and ministered in the Diocese of Rapid City were truly blessed to have you as our
shepherd. Your leadership and guidance were indispensable in a church climate that
has been deeply challenged with various issues from within and from outside of your
territory.
We SCJ's are also very grateful for your care of our Native American peoples. Your
understanding and sensitivity to the many problems that occur on the reservation
have helped us know that you support them in any way you could, either by taking
time to listen to them or financial grant support.
I personally will miss you and being part of your council. I pray that you will be
blessed by the people of Saginaw knowing that you will be a blessing to them as well.
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus rule in your life and bring you peace and consolation through the joys and sorrows that will accompany your role as bishop.
Fraternally,
Fr. Mark Mastin, SCJ
Lower Brule
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St. Martin Monastery
June 20, 2019
Dear Bishop Robert Gruss,
D
We are grateful for the gifts you have given the
diocese during your time as bishop here. They are
many and noteworthy. Through Him, With Him, and In
Him reflects the values you have worked to instill in
the diocese.
Prayer and hospitality are both part of the
Benedictine charism and you have done much to
promote those. Soon after you came to the diocese
you gave a retreat at Terra Sancta on prayer. Prayer is
woven throughout the priority plan. Because
hospitality is part of the Benedictine charism we
especially appreciate how you have made hospitality
be a part of what the diocese has focused on during
these last years. We have also been the recipients of
your hospitality.
May God give you abundant blessings as you leave
us for Saginaw and we will remember you in prayer.

WRC 5A

On behalf of the Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation I want to thank you for your
service and input to the foundation. You have
always made yourself available for meetings both
planned and unplanned and gave us your undivided
attention. In conversations with you, I realize how
busy, full and demanding your position as Bishop of
Rapid City is. We are grateful and blessed to have
had you as our shepherd.
The Diocese of Saginaw will soon come to
realize what a blessing they have received with your
leadership and holiness.
We will miss you dearly my
friend.
Blessings forever,
Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation
Tony Berendse
President

Sincerely,
Sister Mary Wegher, OSB,
and the Sisters of St. Martin Monastery

Bishop Gruss meeting Pope Francis.
(L'Osservatore
Romano photo)
As the bishop and a member of Catholic Social Services Board we are grateful for
all Bishop Gruss did to advance our mission of: “Sharing in Christ’s ministry of offering
hope, promoting individual human dignity and strengthening families and
communities to people of all faiths in western South Dakota.” We truly have been
blessed with a bishop who has shown dedication to not only the spiritual needs of the
Catholic community, but also who was aware of the temporal needs of all the people
of western South Dakota.
As a member of Catholic Social Services Board, he not only provided financial
support from the diocesan resources, but he also gave personally as well. He
volunteered to assist us in serving families at the Cornerstone Rescue Mission and
volunteered to help us replace siding on trailers damaged from a hail storm in
Oglala. On both occasions, he showed up and was a member of the team. For those
who were able to go with him, we witnessed how he would make it a point to engage
those in need person to person. Too frequently those in authority have too little time
to spend with those in need.
For Bishop Gruss, no one is too fragile, nor anyone too powerful to receive the love
and mercy of God. On behalf of Catholic Social Services Board and Staff, I would like
to extend a thank you to Bishop Robert Gruss, for showing us all: “No Greater Love.”
We will miss him, we will pray for him during this transition and wish him well on his
new assignment.

Bishop Gruss:
Good luck as you begin this next chapter of your priesthood! Please know that
the Diocese of Rapid City will be forever grateful to you for your time and
devotion as the shepherd of this diocese.
Over the last eight years, you have reached out with a pastoral touch to people
throughout the diocese — and our diocese is better for it. We know that the
Diocese of Saginaw will experience a similar spiritual renewal with you as their
new shepherd.
Once again, Bishop Gruss, thank you for all you have done for the
Diocese of Rapid City ... and please know that you will be greatly missed.
God Bless,
BANGS, McCULLEN, BUTLER, FOYE & SIMMONS, LLP

Sincerely,
James T. Kinyon
Catholic Social Services Executive Director

Daniel F. Duffy
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Bishop Gruss,
We are deeply indebted to you for the gift of your vision
of Stewardship and for your leadership and persistence in
helping it come to life in the Diocese of Rapid City. It is
a gift which, I believe, will assist us in bringing others the
Joy of the Gospel,proclaiming the love and mercy of Christ
and fulfilling our mission to bringing the saving message
of Christ to western South Dakota. Because of your vision
we are striving to be a church who receives others with
generous hospitality, welcoming them warmly and inviting
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them into fellowship with Christ and others. We work to
enliven the faith of those we serve through prayer, study
and formation leading to a dedicated discipleship committed to living a life for God and in service to our neighbors.
Know of our continued prayers for you
and for your new ministry with the people of the Diocese of Saginaw.
Shawna Hanson
Director of Office of Stewardship

2018 — 50th Anniversary of the Permanent Diaconate in the U.S.

Bishop Gruss,
Thank you for your spiritual guidance over the years as our
bishop. You have truly been a spiritual teacher for me through
your homilies, talks, meetings, and classes. One of your
quotes that helps me, as much now as the day I heard it, was
when you said, “I was ordained to be inconvenienced; your
service to God may be an inconvenience.” This really helps
me whenever I think I am asked to do too much; like I was
on the day you said it, and it humbled me into deeper service.
I also want to thank you for the showing of your faith and the
opportunities you afforded me to serve and see the church in
a very fulfilling way.
I thank you on behalf of the church, for recognizing the
holiness in Nicholas Black Elk and moving the sainthood
cause forward. George Looks Twice, and the Lakota Catholic
People presented the petition to initiate Nicholas’s cause for
canonization and you decided it was warranted to move to
the next level. One of the first statements you said that displayed your ownership was “this is not a native thing, this is
a diocesan thing.” To me, you promoted unity throughout the
diocese, which was the mission of Nicholas’s life. Your active
participation and guidance to the Officials of the Inquiry working group was invaluable and truly an inspiration.
Thank you for your leadership, friendship, and all the work
you’ve done in the church and the Diocese of Rapid City.
Bishop Gruss, know that our prayers and admiration go with
you to Saginaw.
Toksa Ake (see you again)
Bill White
Christ the King, Porcupine, SD

(WRC Archives)

On behalf of the entire Permanent Diaconate
community, I want to express our gratitude for all the
prayers, love and support Bishop Gruss has provided us
over his eight years as our shepherd. He has truly lived
out his motto, “No Greater Love,” for the diaconate community, like he has for all the people of western South
Dakota.
During his years as our bishop, he ordained six of the
current deacons. Under his direction, the Deacon Formation Program has been revised leading to four candidates
along with their wives attending monthly formation
classes, along with seven applicants applying for the next

Dear Bishop Gruss,
The Hispanic community of the Diocese of Rapid City bids
you farewell as you prepare to start your new ministry in the
Diocese of Saginaw. We want to express our sincere
gratitude and appreciation for the work you have done over
the past eight years for the diocese, but also for the work you
have done for the Hispanic community. You have shown
much love and solidarity.
We are grateful to God for having sent you to us. You have
challenged us to become people of prayer, to constantly look
for God in all things, and to seek Our Lord in a very special
way in the Eucharist. Your love of our Blessed Mother has
touched our hearts as well, especially as
experienced in celebrations for Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Please know of our continued prayers for you during this
time. We pray that the Lord will bless your new ministry and
grant you the wisdom to lead the people of Saginaw.
Submitted by Maru Oszwaldowska

2018 — V Encountro

(WRC Archives)

set of classes which begin in the fall. These are some of
biggest classes in the history of the Permanent Diaconate
in the diocese, so the future of the Permanent Diaconate
is strong. But these numbers don’t reflect the love and
care of the community that most members in the diocese
never see. He has attended and helped teach some of the
formation classes. He has encouraged and helped secure
well known speakers, like Deacon James Keating, for our
annual retreat. He has invited deacons to continue our
formation by including us in Clergy Convocations with
presenters like George Weigel. He makes a point of
attending our meetings during Pastoral Ministry Days.
He established the Office of the Permanent Diaconate
giving the deacon community a significant presence in
the chancery. He requested the celebration of the 50th
Anniversary of the U.S. Permanent Diaconate. And he
invites the diaconate community to his home every year,
giving the deacons, wives and widows, an opportunity to
get to know him as a father, pastor and friend.
With so much to be thankful for, saying farewell to
our shepherd, father and friend is difficult. But as faithful
servants and stewards, we know we are to share the gifts
we have been given with others. So the Permanent
Diaconate community wishes Bishop Gruss well and
prayers, as he begins the next phase of his journey
in
Saginaw, following the will of God.
Deacon Greg Sass
Director Office of Permanent Diaconate
Coordinator Lay Ministry Formation
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Bishop Gruss has done so much to move forward the
work of Pastoral Ministries in our diocese — beginning
with his vision and desire for all people to encounter
Christ in a deep and intimate way, to know him, to know
his love for us, and to live out fully the gifts of the Holy
Spirit on a daily basis.
Having founded the Veritatis Splendor Institute, he
provided a way for us to form leaders throughout the
diocese, educating them in the faith and helping them to
grow in the life of prayer and pastoral work with
missionary zeal.
He brought all of the Pastoral Ministries offices
together under one department so that we could work
together and collaborate for the mission of Christ and
the church. His support and encouragement have been
invaluable for spreading the Gospel throughout western
South Dakota.
In Christ,
Susan Safford
Director of Pastoral Ministries Diocese of Rapid City

In July of 2011, the Rapid City Catholic School System was blessed with the
installation of Bishop Robert Gruss. Over the past eight years, Bishop Gruss has
supported Catholic education in so many ways. He has become a dear friend, and our
hearts are heavy as we say our farewells. But as in all things, we know that God has a
plan and, even though we are sad, we are pleased for the Diocese of Saginaw and the
wonderful leadership for which Bishop Gruss will provide. He has left us with so many
blessings.
Bishop Gruss appreciates Catholic education and recognizes the value our schools
provide for western South Dakota. We are deeply grateful for the support and encouragement he has given to us over the years. His desire for the schools to be part of the
long range facility planning process carried out by the diocese has provided us with a
vision for the future. His hectic schedule and travels did not prevent him from being
present at our events. His support of our fundraisers and willingness to be part of them
was a gift to our entire school community. His joyful presence among us will truly be
missed.
Bishop Gruss has modeled for us how a life of deep prayer draws one closer to the
Sacred Heart of Jesus. His desire that we all encounter Jesus in a very personal way led
to the beautiful gift that we are now celebrating, “The Holy Year of the Eucharist.” The
entire Catholic School Community is grateful to Bishop Gruss for the many gifts he
has shared with us and his work on our behalf. We will miss his presence, but will always
feel his spirit among us; a spirit that will continue to challenge us to love one another.
Thank you, Bishop Gruss, and you will remain in our prayers
always, as you lead the people of God in Saginaw.

Barb Honeycutt
Barb Honeycutt, Superintendent
Rapid City Catholic School System

June 23, Bishop Robert Gruss opened the
Year of the Eucharist with Mass at Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. Following his
departure the education and celebrations related to
the Eucharist will continue. (See parish Eucharistic
processions on Facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity.)
The Living the Mission capital campaign was
unveiled in July 2018. It seeks to raise $12 million to create a new Pastoral Center for the
diocese and expand the kitchen and dining facilities at St. Thomas More High School. Also,
three endowment funds will be created for the Priest Pensions, Native American Ministry on the
Reservations and to offer competitive teacher salaries in the Rapid City Catholic School System.
The campaign grew out of the 2016 Diocesan Priority Plan. (WRC photos by Becky Berreth)

Bishop Gruss
greeting
students after
All School
Mass.
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Dear Bishop Gruss
It has been my privilege to work with Bishop
Robert Gruss over these past eight years, especially
in moments where both South Dakota dioceses
shared common interests.
I appreciate particularly our collaboration in
establishing the South Dakota Catholic Conference
which has become a meaningful way to better
address public policy concerns in our state
grounded in Catholic moral and social teaching.
Leaving a place you have come to love is never
easy, and I know Bishop Gruss loves western South
Dakota. While I will miss our working together, I
ask the Lord to richly bless him
in his leadership of the Diocese of
Saginaw. I promise to pray for
Bishop Gruss, the
Diocese of Saginaw
and the Diocese of
Rapid City.
Bishop Paul Swain
Diocese of
Sioux Falls

Dear Bishop Gruss,
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June 26, 2019
Dear Bishop Gruss,
Heartiest congratulations on your recent appointment as Bishop of Saginaw! The
nomination surely reflects Pope Francis’ well-placed confidence in you as a humble and
loving Shepherd committed to Christ-centered leadership. In light of all that the church
of Rapid City has accomplished in these past eight years, it should not have been
surprising that the Holy Father would have recognized in you the extraordinary gifts and
experiences now needed to lead the Diocese of Saginaw.
Given the fatherly love that has united you with the priests and faithful of the
Diocese of Rapid City, I can only imagine how difficult this transition must be for you.
I will be praying in the weeks and months ahead that the Lord will pour out his blessings
on you and on the church that you have served so well, reminding all of us of the
singular joy that comes from doing His will.
I will always be grateful for the warm welcome that you extended to me when I
was named Metropolitan Archbishop of your Province. It has been a pleasure to
collaborate with you in addressing the needs of our Region. I know that your presence
and prudence — as well as your motorcycle — will be sorely missed when the bishops of
South Dakota, North Dakota and Minnesota gather this August. I hope that you will keep
us in your prayers.

It is a special privilege for me to welcome you to
the Diocese of Saginaw, Michigan. I have enjoyed
getting to know you these last several months and
look forward to our continued friendship. My hope for
you is that your time in the Diocese of Saginaw will
be as joyful and as fulfilling as the short time I have
been here.

With every personal best wish and the promise of my prayers,
Fraternally in Christ,

Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda
Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis

While it will be difficult to leave behind the
Diocese of Rapid City and the people you have loved
and served so well, you will find a welcoming people here in the Diocese of
Saginaw. They are deeply committed to following the Lord and being faithful to
the Church.
Please be assured that you are in our prayers already, as we prepare to
officially welcome you as the 7th Bishop of Saginaw on
July 26. This is an historic moment in the life of the diocese
and we look forward to your leadership
and direction in the years ahead.
With good wishes.
Most Rev. Walter A. Hurley
Apostolic Administrator
for the Diocese of Saginaw
The priests of the diocese gather one last time for a picture with Bishop Gruss at the
ordination of Fr. Zane Pekron. (2019 portrait by Johnny Sundby Photography)
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News

Sr. Samantha Chamley, OSB, made her final profession of vows June 24. She is pictured with
Sr. Mary Wegher, OSB, prioress. The Mass was celebrated by Fr. Michel Mulloy (center).
Concelebrants included (l-r) Fr. Mark McCormick, Director of Vocations; Fr. Tim Hoag, (Mulloy),
Fr. Adam Hofer from Blessed Sacrament Parish, Rapid City; and Msgr. Gerald McManus,
Ellsworth AFB. (Courtesy photo.)

Sister Samantha Chamley’s final profession
On June 24, Sister Samantha Chamley made her final profession at St. Martin
Monastery. The ceremony took place in the monastery chapel, with Fr. Michel Mulloy
presiding. The ceremony included the reading of her profession ceremony and the receiving
of the ring worn by the Benedictine Sisters. A part of the ceremony was Sister Samantha
prostrating in front of the altar and being covered with the funeral pall representing the
paschal mystery of death and resurrection. Many elements of the rite of monastic profession can be found in the Rule of Benedict, including the singing of the Suscipe which
begins, “Uphold me, O Lord, according to your promise and I shall live.”
The many guests at the ceremony included Sister Samantha’s three siblings, cousins,
friends, and co-workers.
Sister Samantha entered St. Martin Monastery on Aug. 22, 2014, became a novice on
May 2, 2015, and made her first profession on June 3, 2016. In preparation for her final
profession she made a retreat at the Trappist monastery in Carlton, Oregon. She has completed the VSI program at Terra Sancta and the Spiritual Direction program offered at
Sacred Heart Monastery in Yankton. Her ministries at the Rapid City monastery have
included helping in the health care unit and with guests and giving spiritual direction. She
has helped with the grounds and gardens and she has worked part-time at WAVI. She
will continue in some of these same ministries as she lives out her monastic profession
now and in the future.

St. Martin Monastery changing leaders
Plans are underway at St. Martin Monastery for a change in leadership in the coming
year. As Sister Mary Wegher’s term as prioress concludes in the spring of 2020,
instead of scheduling an election, the Benedictine Sisters will welcome Sr. Jennifer
Kehrwald, OSB, as administrator of the sixteen member community.
Under the new leadership the monastic life of prayer, work and
hospitality will continue as usual.
Citing the aging of its members and lack of new vocations,
Sr. Mary said that members of the monastery recently discerned the
advisability of requesting assistance from the Federation of
St. Gertrude, an organization of autonomous Benedictine women’s
monasteries to which St. Martin's belongs. In response, Federation
President Sister Jeanne Weber appointed Sister Jennifer Kehrwald as
administrator.
Sister Jennifer is a member of Sacred Heart Monastery, Yankton.
Her ministries have included high school and college teaching and
management positions in several health care institutions. She has also
SR. JENNIFER
KEHRWALD, OSB served as business manager and prioress of her monastic community.

WRC 1B

Jesuits Ordained
Bishop Robert Gruss (at right) presided at the USA Midwest Province of Jesuits ordination
Mass in Milwaukee, Wis. on June 8. He is pictured with Jesuit Fathers Timothy Lannon,
provincial assistant for formation; Brian Paulson, provincial; and new priests Bryan Norton,
James Sand, Matthew Spotts and Gregory Ostdiek. (Courtesy photo)
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Diocesan phase of Black Elk cause declared ‘completed and closed’
June 25, before signing and sealing Black
Elk canonization documents for delivery to
the Vatican, Bishop Robert Gruss said he
feels blessed to see the hard work of the
diocesan phase completed as he departs for
a new assignment in Saginaw.
“I would have never envisioned in my life
that this would be something that’s happening as part of my episcopal ministry,”
Bishop Gruss said at the closing Mass for
the Cause for Canonization at Black Elk’s
home parish of St. Agnes Church in Manderson. “I’m deeply grateful to God for giving us the opportunity to recognize the
holiness of this man. I thank the Lord that
I’ve been able to be a part of this process to
the very end of the diocesan phase.”
Calling the year-long effort a “learning
process,” Bishop Gruss said the speed at
which it was accomplished is no coincidence. “Many of these processes go on and
on. They take a long time, and we’ve done it
in less than a year,” he noted. “There’s no
such thing as coincidences in God’s life.

Everything is divinely inspired and comes
from the mind and the heart of God. I say
that because we have brought this process,
this diocesan phase, to a conclusion before
my departure for another assignment. I
think that in itself is divinely inspired.”
He expects to take the canonization
cause with him to Saginaw, where a large
bronze statute of Black Elk stands on a
local college campus. “It is my hope and my
desire as I move on to Saginaw that we
begin the cult of Nicholas Black Elk up
there.”
In Rome, the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints will review all the evidence
submitted and carry out further investigations if needed. Eventually, if the Congregation
approves,
they
send
a
recommendation to Pope Francis. If he ap-

proves, the pope would declare Nicholas
Black Elk Venerable. That means Black Elk
would have certainly lived a life of holiness
and worthy of veneration. The Roman
phase of the cause could last a year or more.
Before beatification a miracle must be
proven to have occurred because of prayer
asking Nicholas Black Elk to intercede with

God for it to occur. A second miracle is
required before he would be declared a
saint. If he is canonized, Black Elk would
be the first male Native American saint
from the U.S.
(Mary Garrigan and WRC Staff
contributed to this story.)

Priest Assignment
The USA Midwest
Province Jesuits,
Milwaukee, Wis.,
have assigned
Fr. Brad Held, SJ, as
pastor of Holy Rosary,
Mission, Pine Ridge.

The closing Mass for the Black Elk sainthood cause included visiting his grave site.
(Courtesy photos) See a link to the Black Elk Webpage at www.rapidcitydiocese.org

Fr. Luis Escalante, postulator, from the Diocese
of Sabina-Poffio Mireto, Italy, sent the receipt
for the documents from the Congregation of
Saints in Rome.
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We continue Living the Mission
FR. MICHEL MULLOY
The initial phase of the Living the Mission capital campaign is drawing to a close for
most of the diocese. Several of the Block 2 parishes finished their appeal last month. Other
parishes will conclude this initial phase later this summer, and a few will conclude this
fall. The Community Counseling Services Fundraising team downsized to one staff member, Kaleigh Wagner, who will remain through August to assist in completing this initial
phase across the diocese. With sincere gratitude we say thank you for the donations of
time and gifts received from both clergy and laity!
However, the campaign is NOT over! The purpose of the fundraising was to live more
effectively the mission of Jesus in our diocese. The campaign was a significant aspect of
the ongoing mission and we continue to live the mission of Jesus, attracting and forming
intentional disciples who live and proclaim the gospel. The campaign was really a new
beginning of our Living the Mission.
Regarding the campaign itself, we will continue processing existing pledges, receiving
new donations, and seeking additional pledge commitments for the next five years to ensure we achieve our $12M goal. At the time this article was written, the Living the Mission campaign had raised $10.4M of that goal.
To date, the campaign’s success thus far has been awe-inspiring given the extraordinary
challenges we faced in this initial phase. The 2018-2019 western South Dakota winter
and wet spring created unwelcomed fundraising delays for both our agricultural and urban
communities throughout the diocese. In addition, Bishop Gruss’ impending departure to
the Diocese of Saginaw was also an unforeseen challenge. His exemplary fundraising dedication will be greatly missed! In-spite of these challenges, we have raised in gifts and
pledges 87 percent of our goal. In the remaining years ahead, we are confident we will
achieve the capital campaigns goal.
By design, the Living the Mission campaign will remain active for the next five years.
As parishes transition from the active fundraising phase to the “continuation” segment, it
is essential to communicate that the campaign continues through 2024. The Development
Office will assist in this continuation process by coordinating and supporting the existing
parish volunteer committees to help capture future donations from new parishioners and
follow-up with those who could not participate in the active phase but wanted to be contacted later. The diocese will establish regular communication, providing progress updates
on fundraising levels, the development of the campaign components, and parish projects
created by the Parish Share component.
Thank you to all the parish pastors, fundraising volunteers, and especially you, the
donors, for the incredible personal sacrifice that is making this campaign successful!
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‘Keep responding to the voice of Jesus in your heart’
I had an unexpected surprise this past
Divine Mercy Sunday after the evening
Mass at the Newman Center. As I was
greeting and visiting with students and
families, a little boy came up to me and
tugged on my chasuble and said, “Father, I
am going to be a priest.”
His words and action brought a smile to
my face and filled my heart with joy.
My response to this little one was one of
encouragement and prayer. I asked his father and mother their son’s name and if I
could pray over him. They gave me permission to pray over their son, Damien. I then
asked him if I could pray over him and with
a smile he nodded yes.
I knelt down, asked Damien to hold out
his hands and said something like this:
“Heavenly Father, I acknowledge you as creator of the world and out of love for us you
sent your son Jesus, in the power of the
Holy Spirit and through the yes of Mary, to
be our Lord and Savior.
“Dear Lord Jesus, you are the gentle and
loving shepherd and you have called each of
us by name. I am grateful for this beloved
son of theFather, who has heard your voice,
Jesus, at such a young age as you invite him
to be your priest.
“Damien, you have clearly heard the invitation of Jesus. Keep responding to the
voice of Jesus in your heart and know that
it is Jesus who has placed this desire to be a
priest in your heart to begin with. Damien,
keep asking Jesus to come into your heart.”
Afterward, I turned to his father and
mother and said to them, “Now every time
Damien mentions this desire to be a priest,
I want you to pray in a similar way, acknowledging Jesus and thanking him for
placing within your son’s young heart a desire to be a priest. Then invite the Holy
Spirit to nurture this gift that Damien has
received.”
Please note what I didn’t do or say. First,
I didn’t make light of this young boy’s desire
to be a priest by patting Damien on the
head and saying, “Isn’t that nice.”
Instead, I took the tug on my chasuble
seriously. I felt called to acknowledge his
desire even at a young age to be a priest.
Secondly, in my prayer I acknowledged
the Trinity and asked Jesus for the power of
the Holy Spirit to continue to nurture this
gift in Damien’s heart.

Brittany and Brandon Diegel,
Brighton, Colorado, submitted this
photo of their sons who love to
play Mass. Brandon is originally
from Rapid City where he attended
Blessed Sacrament Church. He
said, “Damien has most vocally expressed a desire to be a priest. We
hope as we express our love for
Jesus and his church to foster all
of their vocations.”

Lastly, I asked his parents to
do the same because I believe
this desire comes from the Lord.
My response to Damien was
a way to acknowledge his own
desire to be a priest, a way to
bring that desire before the Lord in prayer
and finally a way to fulfill in a concrete way
the desire the Lord put into Damien’s heart.
In some way, I was merely imitating
Jesus who, at the beginning of his public
ministry, came home to Nazareth and acknowledged his own call from the Father by
reading from the Prophet Isaiah: “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor.”
He then proclaimed, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing,” thus
fulfilling that desire.
As the Catechism of the Catholic
Church reminds us: “In prayer, the faithful
God’s initiative of love always comes first;
our own first step is always a response”
(CCC 2567).

I would like parents and grandparents to
step out in faith when your children or
grandchildren mention that they feel that
the Lord might be calling them to consider
priesthood or religious life. Do not squelch
the fire of the Lord in their young hearts!
Do not be afraid to pray with and over
your children and grandchildren that the
Lord might fulfill the desires of their hearts
— even if it is to be a priest or a religious
brother or sister. As I encouraged the parents of Damien, Brandon and Brittany
Diegel, I encourage you, too, to bring the

desires of your children
and grandchildren before the Lord.
Talk to Jesus about
the desires of their
hearts. This takes a great
deal of courage and faith
as parents and grandFr. Mark
parents to nurture the
vocational call of Jesus McCormick
within your families as
the Lord desires of you.
Director
Please know of my
Office of
prayers for all parents Stewardship and
and grandparents as you
Vocations
consider being more
intentional in praying MMcCormick
through the desires that
@diorc.org
arise in the hearts of
your children and
grandchildren. When this happens, simply
respond generously to the Lord’s invitation
to be living witnesses of prayer with your
family.

Podcasts on tap
Search “Official Podcast for the
Diocese of Rapid City”on your favorite
podcast player or find a link at
rapidcitydiocese.org
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We are asked to give ourselves in liturgy
In the eternal love relationship of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Jesus continues
to offer himself to the Father in the power
of the Holy Spirit. We come to Mass to join
our sacrifice to that of Jesus. Jesus offers
himself to his Father through us. Amazing
isn’t it, to realize that at Mass as we join
ourselves to Jesus in his sacrifice, we are
caught up into the very life of God.
So how do we join the sacrifice of Jesus
at the Mass? The first response might be to
focus on the role of the priest. He is Christ
present at Mass leading us, the body of
Christ. We say “the priest offers (that is sacrifices in) the Mass.” The priest is self-sacrificing in his role and so is the whole
assembly.
We are all baptized, joined to Jesus
Christ and we receive the Holy Spirit. Jesus
Christ is present in us. We are his body. He
continues his sacrifice in us. The simplest
way to express how we join the sacrifice of
Jesus is with the following phrase. We make
room, speak out, listen up, sing out and believe
that is what we are doing.
We make room in our lives for each
other. That is as literal as it sounds, but it is
also attitudinal. We are asked to slide down
in the pew, to look at each other, to smile,
to greet one another. We come to the Mass

from a variety of backgrounds, dispositions,
interests, needs, and wants. We need to be
attentive to each other. This can be selfsacrificing in that we have a general tendency to think “me first.” Making room is
both literal and internal.
We are invited to speak out. Through the
responses and prayers, we are asked to give
ourselves. We speak these prayers in a way
that manifests our conviction and belief. We
mean what we say. We also speak out to
support one another. There is strength in
numbers. We encourage others by our enthusiasm to voice their own prayer if they
can hear us. Some might prefer to pray quietly. There are moments for silence in the

liturgy. However, when we are called to
vocalize a prayer, we are self-sacrificing in
our willingness to be heard.
We listen up. There are several times
when listening attentively can be a real sacrifice. We focus on the proclaimer, the
presider or the cantor. We must not only
hear what they are saying but take it in and
let it sink into our lives. We all know the
challenge of being attentive to someone
when they are speaking to us. The mind
wanders. The effort put forth to really listen
is participation in the self-sacrifice of
Christ.
Finally, we sing out. Singing is praying.
We join our voices together in sung prayer.
This is an area where many of us need to be
challenged. We think of the music as an
“extra”; something that isn’t necessary to the
Mass but singing and music are essential
liturgical action. Our voices joined in song,
elevate our spoken prayer and enhance our
giving of self. Some say, “I can’t sing.” They

mean that they do not
have a good singing
voice. We also have different speaking voices
and different capacities
for hearing. If my voice
is not as pleasing as another’s, should I not
speak the prayers at
Fr. Michel
Mass; if I do not listen
Mulloy
as well as another,
should I not listen at
Diocesan
all? No. Why then do
Liturgy Director
we decide not to sing if
our voice is not wonmmulloy@
derful? For some selfdiorc.org
sacrifice will come in
bending our stubborn
wills, in accepting that
singing is important.
Once we understand that singing, like
speaking and listening is essential for joining our sacrifice to Christ’s, we will sing.
All of these ways of activity in the Mass
become conscious not simply by our doing
it, but more importantly by our believing.
Conscious participation involves knowing
why we do what we do. It is believing that
my participation in the Mass is a genuine
sacrifice. My sacrifice is joined to Jesus’ sacrifice through my faith.
With this basic understanding of what
we are doing in the Mass, I will, in the subsequent months, look at each part of the
Eucharist and explore how we encounter
Jesus in his sacrifice during the Mass.
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In Exile

We long for the heavenly banquet

Growing up as a
Roman Catholic, like
the rest of my generation, I was taught a
prayer called “The
Act of Contrition.”
Every Catholic back
then had to memoFr. Ron
rize it and say it durRolheiser
ing or after going to
confession. The prayer
President
started this way: Oh,
Oblate School of
my God, I am truly
Theology
sorry for having
San Antonio, TX
offended thee and I
detest all of my sins
www.ronrol
because I dread the loss
heiser.com
of heaven and the
pains of hell. …
To dread the loss of heaven and fear
the pains of hell can seem like one and the
same thing. They’re not. There’s a huge
moral distance between dreading the loss
of heaven and fearing the pains of hell.
The prayer wisely separates them. Fear of
hell is based upon a fear of punishment,
dreading the loss of heaven is based upon
a fear of not being a good, loving person.
There’s a huge difference between living in
fear of punishment and living in fear of
not being a good a person. We’re more
mature, humanly and as Christians, when
we’re more worried about not being loving
enough than when we’re fearful that we
will be punished for doing something
wrong.
Growing up in the 1950s and 1960s, I
breathed in the spirituality and catechesis
of the Roman Catholicism of the time. In
the Catholic ethos then (and this was essentially the same for Protestants and
Evangelicals) the final destiny emphasis
was a lot more about the fear of going to

hell than it was about being
a loving person. As a
Catholic kid, along with my
peers, I worried a lot about
not committing a mortal sin,
that is, doing something out
of selfishness or weakness
that, if unconfessed before I
died, would send me to hell
for all eternity. My fear was
that I might go to hell
rather than that I might not
be a very loving person who
would miss out on love and
community. And so I worried about not being bad
rather than about being
good. I worried that I would
do something that was mortally sinful,
that would send me to hell; but I didn’t
worry as much about having a heart big
enough to love as God loves. I didn’t
worry as much about forgiving others,
about letting go of hurts, about loving
those who are different from me, about
being judgmental, or about being so tribal,
racist, sexist, nationalistic, or narrow in my
religious views that I would be uncomfortable sitting down with certain others at
the God’s banquet table.
The heavenly table is open to all who
are willing to sit down with all. That’s a
line from a John Shea poem and it spells
out succinctly, I believe, a non-negotiable
condition for going to heaven, namely, the
willingness and capacity to love everyone
and to sit down with everyone. It’s nonnegotiable for this reason: How can we be
at the heavenly table with everyone if for
some reason of pride, wound, temperament, bitterness, bigotry, politics, nationalism, color, race, religion, or history, we
aren’t open to sit down with everyone?

Jesus teaches this too, just in a different
way. After giving us the “Lord’s Prayer”
which includes the words, “forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us,” he adds this: “If you forgive
others when they sin against you, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But
if you do not forgive others, your Father
will not forgive you.”
Why can’t God forgive us if we don’t
forgive others? Has God arbitrarily
singled out this one condition as his pet
criterion for going to heaven? No.
We cannot sit at the heavenly banquet
table if we are still selective as to whom we
can sit down with. If, in the next life, like
here in this life, we are selective as to

Prayer Intentions
of the Holy Father
AUGUST
Families, Schools of Human
Growth: That families,
through their life of prayer
and love, become ever more
clearly “schools of true
human growth.”

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG
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whom we love and embrace, then
heaven would be the same as earth,
with factions, bitterness, grudges,
hurt, and every kind of racism,
sexism, nationalism, and religious
fundamentalism keeping us all in
our separate silos. We can only sit at
the heavenly banquet when our
hearts are wide enough to embrace everyone else at the table.
Heaven demands a heart open
to universal embrace.
And so, as I get older,
approach the end of my life, and
accept that I will soon face my
maker, I worry less and less about
going to hell and worry more and
more about the bitterness, anger,
ingratitude, and non-forgiveness that still
remains in me. I worry less about committing a mortal sin and more about whether
I’m gracious, respectful, and forgiving towards others. I worry more about the loss
of heaven than the pains of hell. That is, I
worry that I could end up like the older
brother of the prodigal son, standing
outside the Father’s house, excluded by
anger rather than by sin.
Still, I’m grateful for the Act of
Contrition of my youth. Fear of hell isn’t a
bad place from which to start.

Monthly Message From Our
Lady on the 25th of each
month, Our Lady appears to the
Medjugorje visionary Marija to
give us her message.
Dear children! I am thanking God for
each of you. In a special way, little
children, thank you for having
responded to my call. I am preparing
you for the new times that you may
be firm in faith and persevering in
prayer, so that the Holy Spirit may
work through you and renew the face
of the earth. I am praying with you for
peace which is the most precious
gift, even though Satan wants war
and hatred. You, little children, be my
extended hands and proudly go with
God. Thank you for having responded
to my call. 6/25/19
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Before Summit 2019 become an Ambassador for Christ

BY SHAWNA HANSON
DIRECTOR OF STEWARDSHIP
“Looking back, without each little
invitation, I don’t think I would have ended
up where I am now. And I don’t think I
would have been looking for what it was
that God wanted for my life. And I don’t
think I would be in seminary right now,
studying for the Diocese of Rapid City. And
so it goes without saying, that with every little invitation ... we never know where it is
going to lead someone, but if we don’t invite,
they are never going to join us in faith and
find out what it is that God is calling us to.”
—Josh Lee, Seminarian
The power of invitation! Josh Lee has
shared a beautiful testimony about the
generous hospitality and welcome he
received from St. Joseph parishioners in
Faith when he moved to the small, rural
South Dakota town. The initial welcome
was followed by many invitations to become involved. And as the quote above
indicates, those invitations led him even-

tually to discern a call to the priesthood.
Josh’s story is not unique. Within every
church in Western South Dakota, there
are stories of how people were invited to a

deeper faith by someone else. The Office
of Stewardship is committed to helping all
of our parishioners learn and practice this
art of invitation.
This summer we are once again offering
an opportunity to learn how to incorporate a habit of invitation into our lives

through our Ambassadors for Christ
events. These half-day trainings will
feature talks by Fr. Mark McCormick,
Director of Vocations for the Diocese of
Rapid City and Deacon Greg Sass of Our
Lady of the Black Hills in Piedmont.
They will share with participants the impact a personal relationship with Jesus has
had in their own lives and in the lives of
many that they minister to and how they
have learned to practice hospitality
through invitation and welcome in their
own lives. We will also hear from one
couple who were inspired by last year’s
training to practice this art of invitation
and the wonderful success they had.
Lastly, we will share the exciting line-up
for Summit 2019: Our Story. Created.
Captured. Rescued. Our guest speaker is
Fr. John Riccardo of the Archdiocese of
Detroit. He is truly inspirational, and we
are excited to share his message with the
people of western South Dakota.
Our goals for this half-day together are
simple: to encourage, inspire and equip

you to continue to grow in Lively Faith
through prayer and in Generous Hospitality through invitation. Interested in learning more? Details of the events are below.
And keep an eye out for more about
Summit 2019, an inspirational day for the
whole family to be held Saturday, September 28, at Terra Sancta Retreat Center.

Ambassadors for
Christ Schedule
Sponsored by the Office
of Stewardship
Saturday, July 13: St. Francis of
Assisi in Sturgis from 8 a.m.-Noon
Wednesday, August 14: Immaculate
Conception Church in Winner from
5-9 p.m.
Wednesday, August 21: Holy Cross
Church in Timber Lake from 5-9 p.m.
For more information or to register,
please visit: www.CatholicWay
OfLife.org/events.
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Welcome to Our Lord’s Table
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NPM members learn to preserve singing voices
BY CARMAN TIMMERMAN
St. Joseph Parish, Spearfish, hosted the June 22 National Pastoral Musicians summer
meeting.
The day’s featured speaker was Professor of Music at Black Hills State University, Dr.
Jonathan Nero. Among his many roles, Dr. Nero is the director of the BHSU Community
Chorale and the Dakota Choral Union. During his presentation, the attendees learned
about the physical changes impacting the aging voice as well as strategies to ameliorate
those changes. In another segment, Dr. Nero gave the attendees some tips on recruiting
younger musicians to church choirs.
Following lunch and a short business meeting, the “Sage on Stage” segment featured
Angela Weber, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Angela explained how she became involved in musical liturgy, its impact on her spiritual life and her approach as she Janet Higbee welcomed NPM Rapid City Chapter members to St. Joseph Church in Spearfish.
considers liturgical music selections. Then Weber led the group in a music reading session. (Courtesy photo)
As usual, the members ended their day in prayerful song. For the day’s conclusion, Sue
Englin, St. Therese of the Little Flower, led the group in its closing prayer.
Upcoming — the NPM Rapid City Chapter’s St. Cecilia Fall Meeting and Awards
Luncheon will be on Saturday, October 5, at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
in Rapid City. During this Year of the Eucharist, Fr. Michel Mulloy, Rapid City Diocese
Vicar for Clergy and Director of Worship and Liturgy, will elaborate on this topic.
All Rapid City Diocese music ministers and clergy are encouraged to attend quarterly
NPM meetings at which education, prayer and fellowship are the focal points. For more
information about the Rapid City Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians, go to
www.npmrc.org or www.facebook.com /NPMRapidCityChapter.

Events Schedule
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July 31, Wednesday
sDeadline for submissions.
Paper mailed Tuesday, August 20.
)605-343-3541
8lhallstrom@diorc.org
8bberreth@diorc.org
July 20 Saturday
sMarriage Prep Training Day:

Held at
Terra Sancta from 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. FOCCUS
training begins at 8 a.m. $60 fee includes
materials and certification. $10 for lunch.
Joy Filled Marriage, training from 1-4 p.m.
Cost $10. Materials should be available
from your parish. Please bring the Leader
Guide for this training. Lodging also
available. 8terrasancta.org/event/foccustraining-2/.

July 26, Friday
sHeart

to Heart Weekend for the Engaged: For engaged couples to deepen their
relationship with each other and God by
exploring the Catholic church’s vision of
marriage. Required for couples doing
marriage prep in the diocese. Ends July 28.
8terrasancta.org/heart2heart or )Family
Life Ministries 604-716-5214.

July 28, Sunday
sA Taste of the Continents: Brunch
food from Africa, Asia, Europe, and the
Americas. Held from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in
the Cathedral Parish Hall, Rapid City.
Tickets can be purchased at the door —
$10 adults, $5 children under 13.

August 1, Thursday
sVeritatis

Splendor Institute Registration Deadline: Information packets about
the catechist certification program can be
obtained from the Office of Faith Formation.8www.veritatissplendorinstitute.com
or )Susan Safford or Dionne Eastmo 605716-5214.

August 2, Friday
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First Fri-

day prayers and devotions 6 p.m. in the Sacred Heart Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. First Saturday, August 3, begins with prayers at 7:45
a.m. followed by 8 a.m. Mass and exposition
in Our Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral. )Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202 or Ellen 605-7189909.

August 14, Wednesday
sAmbassador

Training: Ambassadors
for Christ will provide you with everything
you need to know about this year’s Summit

so that you can share this with your parish
and others. Held from 5-9 p.m. at
Immaculate Conception Church, Winner.
Next training, August 21, 5-9 p.m. at Holy
Cross Church, Timber Lake. See p. 7B
)Office of Stewardship 8www.Catholic
Wayof Life.org/events.

August 17, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. Held
at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, from 9
a.m.-noon. Seminar will be open for distance learning opportunity for out-of-town
couples. )Family Life Ministries 605-7165214.

room 107. Everyone welcome. Aprendiendo
nuestra Fe Catolica los Miercoles de 5:45-7:30
p.m. Todos estan Beinvenidos, salon 107.
)Maria Munoz 605-791-3430.
sTutor Volunteers Needed: Overcoming the language barrier ministry at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, is looking
for volunteers interested in helping adults
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with English reading, writing, and speaking
skills. Participants will be introduced to the
Lauback Way to Reading with an emphasis
on English language learners. )Christine
Leichtnam 605-342-8598, 8cleicht@rap.
midco.net or )Maria Munoz 605-7913430.

Curia Corner — Chancery staff says goodbye
PRESERVING A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY,
BY KATHY CORDES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST
A memory book has become the chancery tradition to say farewell to
bishops — then and now:

Standing Events
sLectio Divina: Held Wednesdays at 5
p.m. at Terra Sancta. Led by Sandi Ohlen.
Please use south patio entrance and join the
group in the Solarium at Terra Sancta.
sOLPH Eucharistic Apostles of
Divine Mercy: First Saturday, 9 a.m.,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
)Pam Ekberg 605-381-4999.
sPrayer and Lectio: Thursdays 6:30 p.m.,
St. Martin Monastery. )Sister Marmion
Howe, OSB, 605-343-8011.
sPatriotic Rosary: Thursdays 6 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.
sDivine Mercy Chaplet: Sundays,
3 p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help. Followed by the patriotic rosary.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.
sFamily Rosary: Sundays, 7 p.m., St.
Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid
City. )Mark Biggs 605-343-2467.
sHope for New Life Jail Ministry:
Third Monday, 7 p.m., Catholic Social
Services. )Tony Galles 605-348-2301 or
Mary Sperlich 605-342-9343.
sVocation Discernment Retreats:
)Sister Mary Wegher, OSB, 605-3438011.
sSpiritual Direction: At St. Martin
Monastery. )Sr. Margaret Hinker, OSB, or
Sr. Edna Marie Stephenson, OSB, 605343-8011.
sDivine Mercy Image: Would you like
to host a traveling Divine Mercy Image in
your home for up to 27 days to pray the Divine Chaplet/Novena? A rosary and information about the image are included.
)Georgine 605-441-8140.
sSpanish Bible Study: Learn about the
Catholic faith, from 5:45-7:30 p.m., at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City,

from a homemade
scrapbook ...

to a digital photo book,
The medium may
change over the
years, but the
sentiment does not.
Farewell Bishop
Gruss. Be assured of
our prayers as you
lead the Diocese of
Saginaw.
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Contingency Board increases interest rates
The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund, Inc., Board met May 17 in Rapid
City. Since March 2018, parish deposits have earned 2 percent interest and parish loans
were charged 3.25 percent interest. Effective June 1, 2019, the Contingency Board voted
to increase the rate on parish deposits to 2.25 percent and increase the rate charged on
parish loans to 3.50 percent. This move in interest rates was due to the rising interest rate
environment over the past year. Among the factors considered when changing the interest
rate was the change in the Prime Rate from 4.75 percent in March 2018 to 5.5 percent on
May 17.
The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund is a centrally managed pool of
funds created by parishes in our diocese for the benefit of all parishes. Any deposits not
loaned to parishes are invested by First Interstate Wealth Management.
By pooling their funds, parishes earn a greater amount of interest on their savings than
most savings accounts while allowing their fellow parishes to pay less interest on their
loans than from outside sources. The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund allows
parishes to help parishes in a win-win situation.
The Catholic Parish Association Contingency Fund, Inc. Board meets quarterly to review financial statements, investments and to approve interest rates for the upcoming quarter.
Each deanery in the diocese is represented on the Contingency Board. If you would
like to be considered for serving on this board, please contact Rick Soulek the Chief Financial Officer of the Diocese of Rapid City.

Employment Opportunity
Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation
Administrative Assistant
The position plays a key role in administration, marketing, fundraising and
special events for the Western South Dakota Foundation. The successful
applicant will possess exceptional organizational skills and will have
extensive experience with current computer programs and database
management. The candidate will also display outstanding interpersonal and
communication skills that will promote the mission of the Western South
Dakota Foundation. This is an 80% position that could develop into
full-time. Competitive salary and benefits package are available.
Contact Tim Henderson at 605-721-6843 with questions or see
sdcf.org/about/staff/ for an application and job description.

Website: www.wsdcf.org
10 E. Mall Dr., Suite B, Rapid City, SD, 57701
Phone: 605-721-6843 (Mailing): PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709

July 2019

July 2019
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Catholic Social Services Job Opportunities
FULL‐TIME OUTPATIENT THERAPIST POSITIONS OPEN
Catholic Social Services has an opening for a full‐time Outpatient
Therapist. Master’s degree and S.D. licenses preferred. Salary DOE.
Travel required. Beneﬁt package includes: life & health ins.,
retirement, PPL, etc.
Send resume to Catholic Social Services, 529 Kansas City St.,
Rapid City, SD 57701 or to css@cssrapidcity.com.
FULL TIME PROSPERITY INITIATIVE MENTOR/DISASTER COORDINATOR
Catholic Social Services has an immediate opening for a full‐time,
Prosperity Initiative Mentor/Disaster Coordinator. Must have a
bachelor’s degree in a human services related ﬁeld. The ideal candidate
for this co‐position will have a passion for building relationships and
creating community partnerships. Salary DOE and beneﬁt package
included.
Catholic Social Services, 529 Kansas City Street, Rapid City, SD 57701 or
css@cssrapidcity.com

14B WRC

Contemporary Issues

July 2019

European parliament: Surrogacy exploits female bodies
What is a mother? Mama, mommy,
mom. It’s one of the first words that we
learn as babies. But what is a mother? The
answer is so obvious, so universally central
to our human experience, that I never in a
million years thought I’d be contemplating
that question. Yet, that question is at the
heart of a new and troubling legal issue for
South Dakota.
In the last year, several new brokerages
have opened for business in South Dakota.
Their stock and trade: children. Newborn
infants, to be exact. And because artificial
wombs are (for now) not a technological reality, women’s wombs are needed. And the
very meaning of motherhood is thrown into
flux by these commercial ventures.
The practice of these brokerages is called
surrogacy. Here’s how it works. A person or
two (or potentially more — there’s no legal
requirement it be one or two) approaches
the broker because they’d like a child. They
may be single with no intent to marry, a
man and woman unable to conceive, a
same-sex couple, or, in some well-known
celebrity cases, simply want to avoid the

hardship (and stretchmarks) of pregnancy.
The broker next finds a woman willing to
become pregnant, for compensation. One
South Dakota broker promises payment of
$25,000 to $30,000. An online ad targeting
South Dakota women promises “Up to
$65,000 Plus!”
The woman, euphemistically called a
“gestational carrier,” is implanted with one
or more embryos. Genetic material (sperm
and ovum) is used from any
one of several possible
sources, including
the
woman herself, the other
parties, or an anonymous
stranger (who has a desirable I.Q., height, and eye
color). Sometimes, more
embryos are implanted than
the parties intend to bring to
full-term. After implantation and an analysis of the young human lives under development, unwanted fetuses are “selectively
reduced” — aborted — which, on one broker’s fee schedule, is a $750 additional cost.
The relationship between the parties is gov-

Update on Fr. Marcin Garbacz
In a statement issued by the United States Attorney’s Office, District of South Dakota,
U.S. Attorney Ron Parsons announced Fr. Marcin Garbcz was charged in federal district
court with 50 counts of Wire Fraud, nine counts of Money Laundering, and one count of
Transportation of Stolen Money.
He appeared before U.S. Magistrate Judge Daneta Wollmann on July 3, in Rapid City
and pleaded not guilty to the charges. The maximum penalty upon conviction could be
multiple years in federal prison, $500,000 fine, 3 years of supervised release, and $6,000
to the Federal Crime Victims Fund. Restitution may also be ordered.
The charges are merely accusations and he is presumed innocent until and unless proven
guilty. The investigation is being conducted by the Internal Revenue Service-Criminal Investigation and the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Assistant U.S. Attorney Benjamin
Patterson is prosecuting the case. Father Garbacz was detained pending trial and a trial
date has not been set.
In a press release from Fr. Michel Mulloy, he said, “Bishop Robert Gruss, the priests
and the people of the Diocese of Rapid City are deeply saddened by the circumstances
that surround the charges against Father Marcin Garbacz.
“He was suspended from ministry in May 2018 by Bishop Robert Gruss stemming
from an incident of theft at St. Therese of the Little Flower Parish in Rapid City. Following
this suspension, he entered a six-month treatment program in Saint Louis, Mo. In November 2018, he departed the program prior to completion and moved to Seattle, Wash.
Father Garbacz’s decision to leave the program and move out of state were in direct violation of his letter of suspension and in disobedience to the bishop.
“As these legal proceedings begin, we pray for Father Garbacz and those all those involved in this process, that justice will be tempered with mercy. Because the Diocese of
Rapid City was unaware that any investigation had been taking place by the IRS that led
to this most recent arrest, we have no further comment.”

erned by a commercial contract, which,
among numerous deplorable provisions,
contains an “abortion clause” spelling out
the parties’ rights and duties vis-a-vis one
another in the event one of them wants to
terminate the child (or children) before
birth. I have reviewed such a contract in this
state. I am not making this up.
Although South Dakota has no laws on
surrogacy — hence the legal vacuum that’s
given rise to the commercialized transaction
described above —
there’s a wide variety
of regulations across
the United States. Surrogacy is banned completely
in much of the world. The European parliament has described surrogacy as “an exploitation of the female
body and her reproductive organs.” An official New York state task force said that
commercial surrogacy “could not be distinguished from the sale of children and that
it placed children at significant risk of
harm.” Surrogacy is not without harms to
children, parents, and society as a whole.
Yet, at first glance, the understandable
reaction of many is sympathy for what may
be an infertile couple who simply desire a
child to raise and love. And yet, while expressing compassion for married couples
who bear this burden, the church teaches
surrogacy is always gravely immoral. It
commodifies women and children. It deliberately fragments the mother-child relationship and severs the creation of new life

from the husband-wife
bond, and often leads to
the deliberate destruction of innocent life.
Babies have a fundamental right to be conceived, carried, and
Christopher
nurtured by their moms
Motz
and dads. Children
Executive
should never be treated
like mere things, like Director South
Dakota Catholic
manufactured products
Conference
to be bought and sold.
Others might object
cmotz@
that surrogacy isn’t so
sdcatholic
different from adoption, conference.
in which birth parents
org
give their child to others
to raise. Indeed, according to St. John Paul II, “to adopt a child is a
great work of love.” Yet the difference, as the
church explains, is that within a surrogacy
arrangement, a mother “carries the pregnancy with a pledge to surrender the child
once it is born to the party who commissioned or made the agreement for the pregnancy.” Whereas adoption seeks to redeem
a situation that is already broken in some
way, and in which a child would otherwise
be raised, surrogacy deliberately sets out to
create new life in a fashion that itself fragments natural relationships. Speaking precisely into this distinction, the church
teaches that we should never view children
as a “right,” something we’re entitled to, but
rather as gifts to be gratefully accepted with
love.
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Fishing to Benefit Seminarian Education

Bishop’s Ride

To raise money for seminarian education, the Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation
sponsored the 7th Annual Bishop’s Fishing Tournament, on June 21, at Lakes Oahe and
Sharpe by Ft. Pierre. St. John the Evangelist Church hosted the event. This year the 7th annual event brought in more than $10,000. The day began with 26 people fishing from the
shore or by boat. Team Bishop Gruss caught the most fish with eleven and St. Joseph Parish,
Spearfish, brought home the parish team title by catching the most weight, 9.05 pounds of
fish. During the day, adoration for vocations was held at St. John the Evangelist Church. The
day concluded with Mass, followed by a fish fry, silent auction and an awards dinner at Padre
Hall. (Above) Team Kinyon — Lonny Hofer, Jim Kinyon, Elizabeth Hofer, Tyler Haddix — fish
along the Missouri River during the fishing tournament in Ft. Pierre. The team catch weighed
in 6.15 lbs of walleye, earning them second place in most weight.
(Photo courtesy Marcus Erk)

50 riders joined Bishop Robert Gruss on a
200 mile motorcycle ride through Wyoming.
The day also included Mass and BBQ at the
Newman Center in Spearfish. All funds
raised will go toward operational and
program support for the Black Hills State
University Newman Center.
(Above) Riders take a break along the way.
(Right) Msgr. Michael Woster, Spearfish;
Bishop Robert Gruss; and Father Dan
Juelfs, Lemmon; pose for a photo in front of
Devil’s Tower. (Courtesy photos)
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DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
Applications are being accepted for the full time (40 hours per week) position of Parish
Accountant for the Diocese of Rapid City.
FUNCTIONS: To perform accounting activities for assigned entities and parishes.
QUALIFICATIONS: High School Diploma, training and /or experience in the accounting field,
demonstrated high degree of accuracy, detail oriented person.
APPLICATION PROCESS: A job description and a diocesan application form can be found on
the website by clicking on the employment icon at https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/. Interested
individuals should submit via e-mail or regular mail, a letter of application along with their
resume listing three professional references and a completed application form to:
msimonson@diorc.org or: Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive,
Rapid City SD 57701.
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

Totus Tuus Girls - ‘Behold the Lamb’
Amy Sanders and Trinity Mutchler participate in a game at Totus Tuus Girls camp, June 24-28.
This year’s theme was “Behold the Lamb.” Eighty middle and high school girls participated in
games, campfires, kayak races, times of prayer, and listening to religious sisters share about
their call and about their religious communities. In addition to parish youth ministers and Duc
In Altum team members, 19 sisters visited from 9 different communities. (Courtesy photo)

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining
the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report
allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance
coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she
can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities.
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving
children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the
Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and
the code of conduct are posted on the
diocesan website at
www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

