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Upcoming... 
Bishop’s Fishing  
Tournament, Fri., June 21 
(See p. 17) 
Ride with the Bishop, Sat., 
June 22 (See p. 24) 
Year of the Eucharist Opens, 
(See p.2, 13) 

Inside

Fr. Zane Pekron Ordained 
May 28, the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

Rapid City brimmed with people. Bishop Robert Gruss  
ordained Fr. Zane Pekron from Milesville to the  
priesthood. Father Pekron is a graduate of St. Paul 
Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota. He will be servinging as 
a parochial vicar at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish, and 
St. Paul Church, Belle Fourche, effective July 1. (Left) 
He is shown with Bishop Gruss following Mass. On p. 4 
is a podcast excerpt from an interview with the new 
priest. (Below) The new priest sits in the front row next 
to Bishop Gruss in a portrait with diocesan priests,  
religious order priests and one military archdiocese 
priest all  serving in the Diocese of Rapid City. On p. 6 is 
a key to the names of the priests who concelebrated 
the ordination in the group photo below.  

 
(Photos copyright 2019 Johnny Sundby Photography) 

Eucharist is Source and  
Summit of Christian Life, p. 2 
 
Bishop Gruss bids  
diocese farewell, p. 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diocesan Phase on Black Elk 
Canonization Concludes, p.11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Black Elk Documentary  
Filmed on Pine Ridge  
Reservation,  
p. 12
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for us in Christ Jesus. Our desire for spiri-
tual union with the Lord deepens. Our own 
sacrificial love intensifies and expands. Our 
aspiration to serve the Lord grows. These 
are the very fruits of holy Communion —
an intimate union with the One who gave 
his life for us. 

My vocation to the priesthood was one 
of the fruits of the Eucharist in my own life. 
Over the years, I have come to learn more 
about this multi-dimensional reality of 
Christ’s love.  Through reading, reflection, 
prayer and study, my longing for Jesus has 
deepened and my experience of his love, 
given to us in the Eucharist, has trans-
formed my life. My call to the priesthood 
was born out of my growth in the under-
standing and love of the Eucharist. 

My seminary professor who taught the 
course on the Sacrament of the Eucharist 
was very adamant when he told us that if 
we were serious about our relationship with 
Christ, we would read at least one book on 
the Eucharist each year.  “Once you under-
stand the Eucharist, you can never leave the 
church, not because the church won’t let you 
but because your heart won’t let you.”  

Salvation has come to us precisely be-
cause the Father opened up his heart to us 
in the greatest act of love, gathering us to 
him in the Son through the Holy Spirit. 
This love is made fully present through the 
sacramental life of the church, left to us by 
his Son. Just as food is necessary for the life 
of the body, so the sacraments are necessary 
for the life of the soul. St. Thomas Aquinas 
wrote that, though the sacraments contain 
the power of Jesus, only the Eucharist con-
tains Jesus himself. When we receive Jesus 
in the Eucharist, we are receiving his very 
self — body, blood, soul and divinity. His 
very person we are taking into ourselves so 
that we can become like him in all ways, 
human and divine.  

I wrote in the Announcement for the 
Year of the Eucharist that I have often 
thought of how the Lord Jesus desires to 

bring us, individually and communally, 
deeper into this love relationship. When we 
deeply encounter love, we are transformed 
by it, and become like the Lover. In estab-
lishing the Year of the Eucharist, my deep 
desire is to help others come to know and 
experience Jesus in a more personal and 
life-changing way, especially through the 
celebration of the Sunday Mass.  

Our world is suffering. Our church is 
suffering. People in our midst are suffering. 
Jesus is the answer! But we have to come to 
know him intimately and personally in 
order to find the answers to life’s problems. 
We can easily become disillusioned. Our 
faith must be reawakened, fanned into 
flame — all of us. Otherwise we will remain 
like smoldering embers — weakened by sin 
and the secular culture. We must also help 
other Christians to encounter once again 
this Jesus, especially those who have left the 
church or who are lukewarm in their faith. 
We all know people in this situation.  

The Year of the Eucharist is meant to 
help awaken the hearts of all Catholics 
across the Diocese of Rapid City, deepening 
the desire for Jesus in all of us. Celebrating 
this Year of the Eucharist is intended to 
help us come to a deeper understanding,  
appreciation and experience of the Church’s 
greatest treasure.  Therefore, I encourage all 
of you to take an active part in all that the 
diocese is offering during this year. Experi-
ence it as a personal retreat with Jesus, giv-
ing the Eucharist the prominence it 
deserves, being attentive to the importance 
of the greatest gift he left us. 

I realize that the Lord has called me 
away from sharing this wonderful opportu-
nity with you. The Lord’s ways are not our 
ways. But you can be assured that I will be 
praying for all of you during this Year of the 
Eucharist and participating in my own way 
from afar as I begin a new life in the Dio-
cese of Saginaw. (More about this next 
month.)    

Wishing you peace and love in Christ. 

BY BISHOP ROBERT D. GRUSS 
On the Vigil of the Sunday of Divine 

Mercy, I promulgated a Holy Year of the 
Eucharist for the Diocese of Rapid City  
beginning on Sunday, June 23, the Solem-
nity of Corpus Christi. It is my hope and 
prayer that as we take part in this Holy Year, 
each of us will be drawn deeper into the ex-
perience and understanding of what Jesus 
left us through his Paschal Mystery. 

In the Eucharist, Christ’s complete act 
of charity for humanity, we are afforded the 
opportunity to cultivate an authentic rela-
tionship with the Lord and grow toward 
that original holiness present before original 
sin entered the world.  

The Eucharist is the source and summit 
of the Christian life. The church draws her 
very life from the Eucharist. We, as 
Catholics, draw our very life from this great 
gift. The deeper our understanding of this 
mystery, the more profound will be our  
relationship with Jesus Christ. Our union 
with Christ in the Eucharist, both a gift and 
grace, makes it possible for us, in him, to 
embrace fully his mission of love and mercy. 
When we come to understand this great 
mystery celebrated in the Eucharist and 
participate fully each time we gather seek-
ing that personal encounter with Jesus, our 
lives will never be the same. We then come 
to understand more deeply the Father’s love 

Catholic Church draws her very life from the Eucharist

June 23, Sunday 
10:30 a.m.  

Opening Mass for  
Year of the Eucharist 

Cathedral of Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help 

Bishop Robert D. Gruss celebrant
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May 24, at the Vatican Pope Francis appointed Bishop Robert D. Gruss as the 7th 
Bishop of the Diocese of Saginaw, Michigan. He will succeed the late Bishop Joseph 
R. Cistone who passed away in October 2018. The Diocese of Saginaw is currently 
being administered by Bishop Walter A. Hurley 

Bishop Gruss will be installed as the Bishop of Saginaw on  
Friday,  July 26, at 2 p.m. 

The Catholic Diocese of Saginaw includes 56 parishes in 11 
counties of Mid-Michigan. The diocese encompasses 6,955 square 
miles and is home to approximately 100,000 Catholics. 

Bishop Gruss, 63, was born on June 25, 1955 in Texarkana, 
Arkansas. He attended the Pontifical North American College in 
Rome from 1990-1994 and earned a bachelor’s degree in Sacred 
Theology and a master’s degree in Spiritual Theology.  

He was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Davenport, Iowa on 
July 2, 1994. On May 26, 2011, he was named the 8th bishop of the 
Diocese of Rapid City and was ordained to the episcopacy, July 28, 
2011. 

Details of his farewell Mass are on page 3 and the July issue of 
the West River Catholic will chronicle his service here.  

Bishop Gruss appointed to Diocese of Saginaw

BISHOP ROBERT  
D. GRUSS



Allegations against priests 

In order to maintain continued transparency in making public the names of priests against 
whom credible allegations of sexual misconduct have been made, the Diocese of Rapid City is 
updating the listing on its website on a quarterly basis. Since the list was made public on the 
website in March, the diocese has received two new credible allegations, specifically, an addi-
tional one against Fr. William Lambert while he was assigned to Ft. Pierre and an additional one 
against Fr. Francis Vallo while he was assigned to Newell.  

Once again, the Diocese of Rapid City is committed to reaching out to victims of childhood 
sexual abuse within our diocese as well as doing all that we can to protect our youth and vulner-
able adults from harm.   
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Bishop’s Calendar  
June 18-July 17, 2019  

Subject to Change without Notice

June 18, Tuesday 
6:30 p.m. CSS Board Meeting  
  
June 19, Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. Bishop's Cabinet, Chancery 
  
June 20, Thursday 
9:05 a.m. Real Presence Radio On-Air Interview, 89.9/94.7 FM 
5:30 p.m. Red Mass, SD State Bar Convention, Cathedral  
  
June 21, Friday 
WSDCF Fishing Tournament, Ft. Pierre 
  
June 22, Saturday 
Ride with the Bishop for BHSU Newman Center, Spearfish & Hills area 
  
June 23, Sunday 
10:30 a.m. Opening Mass for the Year of Eucharist, Cathedral  
  
June 24, Monday 
1 p.m. Black Elk Committee Meeting, Chancery  
  
June 25, Tuesday 
11 a.m. Mass, Program Lunch for conclusion of diocesan phase of  
Nicholas Black Elk Canonization, St. Agnes Church, Manderson 
  
July 4, Thursday  
Chancery Closed for Independence Day 
  
July 11, Thursday 
11 a.m. Mass/Lunch, St. Martin Monastery 
  
July 14, Sunday 
9:30 a.m. Sunday Mass, St. Paul's Church, Belle Fourche 
  
July 15, Monday 
11 a.m. Clergy Mass and Lunch, Terra Sancta 
  
July 16, Tuesday 
5:30 p.m. Diocesan Farewell Mass, Program and Light Supper, Cathedral 
  
July 17, Wednesday 
3 p.m. Diocesan Staff Farewell Mass and Social, Terra Sancta  
 
July 19, Friday 
 9:05 a.m Real Presence Radio Farewell Interview 89.9/94.7 FM

 The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating 

and maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and 

young  people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church  

personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr.  

To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted  

privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and  

messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially.  

Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil 

authorities. 

 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct 
involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or 
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. 

 
    The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are 

posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

Farewell

Farewell

Farewell

Farewell
Goodbye

Blessings & Best 
Wishes

Blessings & Best 
Wishes

Blessings & Best 
Wishes

Goodbye

Goodbye

Goodbye

Goodbye

Goodbye

Prior to taking up his appointment as Bishop of Saginaw, 

Bishop Robert D. Gruss  
would like the opportunity to say goodbye to the people of 

the Diocese of Rapid City.  
Please come to a Mass of Farewell at  

5:30 p.m., Tuesday, July 16, 2019  
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

to be followed by a short program and light supper  
in the Cathedral Hall. 

Everyone Welcome 
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On May 28, Father Zane Pekron was or-
dained to the priesthood by Bishop Robert 
Gruss at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help. Father Zane sat down with Fa-
ther Mark McCormick for a “Meet the 
Priest” podcast. Hear the entire interview 
on your favorite podcast player by searching 
“The Official Podcast of the Diocese of 
Rapid City.” A link can also be found on the 
diocesan website www.rapidcitydiocese.org.  

Fr. Mark: What was the key to discern-
ing your vocation? 

Father Zane: One of the things that I 
can point to has been relationships — the 
priests that have been assigned as pastor to 
the cluster of Philip, Milesville, and Mid-
land. There have been numerous priests that 
have been very encouraging and supportive, 
and they really help to witness Christ’s love 
— how Christ has a great love for his 
church. Christ has a great love for his priests 
and the call that he gives them to show that 
love to his people. As I got to know them, 
and from their witness, I drew closer to the 
Lord in prayer. I found more and more free-

dom to know and trust in the Lord to lead 
me where he wanted me.   

Fr. Mark: What were your responsibil-
ities as a deacon? 

Father Zane: It was a grace filled expe-
rience. I experienced the Lord’s generosity 
and the generosity of his people. To be with 
the people … how much they want you to 
become a part of their families. That was 
very beautiful and touching to me to see the 
Lord at work through that.  

Being at the seminary as a deacon, I took 
on the role of getting to know the guys that 
were put with me — getting to know them, 
getting to spend time with them and just 
praying and seeking to support the guys as 
they continued to grow closer to the Lord 
and seeking where the Lord is leading 
them.   

Fr. Mark: Can you describe your expe-
rience during the ordination? 

Father Zane: There was and is a deep 
sense of gratitude to see so many people 
there to worship and to pray. It was very 
humbling to see so many people there and 

how the Lord, through his grace, I’ve been 
able to encounter so many people … It was 
such an honor to have a full cathedral to 
pray and intercede to the Lord. Also,  just 
to know I did not get here on my own, 
knowing that there are so many people 
praying and interceding for me over all 
these years.  

Fr. Mark: What was it like the first time 
you consecrated the host? 

Father Zane: In some ways it’s still a lit-
tle bit surreal that all of this has led up to 

this point. The Lord’s gifts and graces are to 
be able to offer Christ’s sacrifice to pray the 
Mass and to enter more deeply into Christ’s 
passion, death, and resurrection, as bishop 
said, in that unbloodied way, in his homily 
last night … again, just that humbling ex-
perience of being the Lord’s instrument to 
join all of those together to feed the Lord’s 
people with the body and blood of Christ 
and to fill and nourish them with Christ, 
who fills every one of our desires and needs. 

The call Christ gives to priests shows his love for the people

Fr. Kevin Achbach, pastor of St. Mary Parish, Milesville, vested the new priest, Fr. Zane 
Pekron, who hails from Milesville. (WRC photo)
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You are invited to celebrate 
40 Years of Priesthood 

with 
Father Michel Mulloy 

Saturday, June 29, 2019 
Terra Sancta Retreat Center 

2101 City Springs Road 
Rapid City, SD 57702 

  
Mass 4 p.m. – Holy Cross Chapel 

Light Supper following  
– Retreat Center 

Reflections on the Priesthood with songs 
7 p.m.– Holy Cross Chapel

Ray J. Hillenbrand 
August 28, 1934 -  

May 31, 2019 

A long time supporter of the  
Catholic Church in the Diocese of Rapid 
City has passed away. 

Hillenbrand was born August 28, 1934 
in Batesville, Indiana to Mildred  
( Johnson) and John W. Hillenbrand. For 
many years he worked for his family’s 
business. In South Dakota he bought the 
Triple Seven Ranch near Fairburn, South 
Dakota in 1972, before moving to Rapid 
City in 1980.  

Upon settling in Rapid City, Ray and 
his wife Rita started Prairie Edge and he 
later opened Sioux Trading Post. Both of 
these endeavors are geared toward sup-
porting the creation and promotion of 
Northern Plains Indian art.  

He was an organizer and initial  
President and Board Chairman of the 
Western South Dakota Catholic  
Foundation, Inc., a past member of the 
Finance Council of the Diocese of Rapid 
City and Chair of its Investment Com-
mittee. He was a great supporter of the 
work of Catholic Social Services. In 2016, 

he was the recipient of the Founder’s 
Award from CSS.  

He is survived by his three daughters, 
Mimi Hillenbrand of Rapid City, 
Gretchen Hillenbrand of San Francisco 
and Heidi Hillenbrand of Mill Valley, 
California, his son John W. Hillenbrand 
II of Montana; Grandchildren Julian, 
Lola, William, Tilly, Andrea and John; 
and his brother John A. Hillenbrand. He 
is pre-deceased by his wife Rita, sister 
Mitzi and brother Bill. 

Christian funeral Mass was held June 
11 at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid 
City, with celebrant Archbishop Charles 
J. Chaput, Philadelphia, Pa.  

Bishop Robert D.Gruss and priests of 
the diocese concelebrated.  

“We would like to thank him publically for the great support he  
has given to the Diocese of Rapid City for so many years.”  

— Bishop Robert D. Gruss

USCCB president, other bishops meet with 
survivors of clergy sexual abuse 

BALTIMORE (CNS) — Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, president of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, along with Bishop Timothy L. Doherty of Lafayette, Indiana, 
chairman of the bishops’ Committee for the Protection of Children and Young People, and 
Bishop Barry C. Knestout of Richmond, Virginia, met with three survivors of clergy sexual abuse 
late June 12. 

The meeting took place as the U.S. bishops were gathered in Baltimore for their spring gen-
eral assembly June 11-13 where they focused on implementing bishop accountability measures 
in response to the abuse crisis in the church. 

In a statement released after the meeting, Cardinal DiNardo said he and his fellow bishops 
were “grateful for the opportunity to meet with a group of survivors. Their testimony reminds us 
of the unfathomable pain they have endured, and the need for vigilance in extinguishing the 
evil of sexual abuse from our church once and for all.” 

He said that, during their spring assembly, the bishops sought to “expand and intensify ex-
isting policies in order to care for victims and prevent future instances of these crimes, holding 
not only clergy accountable but also ourselves as bishops. Our work will not conclude until the 
number of sexual abuse cases is zero.” 

On the morning of June 13, Bishop Doherty tweeted about the bishops and some USCCB 
staff who met with the survivors “were reminded that this week’s meeting is not an abstract 
exercise.” 

“Thanks to the hurting who speak to us. My experience is that God comes to these conver-
sations invited or uninvited,” he added. 

Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, and Bishop Timothy 
L. Doherty of Lafayette, Ind., chairman of the U.S. bishops' Committee for the Protection of Children 
and Young People, field questions Nov. 12 during a press conference at the bishops' general as-
sembly in Baltimore. (CNS photo/Kevin Lamarque, Reuters)
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DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY  
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 

Applications are being accepted for the full time (40 hours per week)  
position of Parish Accountant for the Diocese of Rapid City.  
FUNCTIONS: To perform accounting activities for assigned entities and 
parishes. 
QUALIFICATIONS: High School Diploma, training and /or experience in 
the accounting field, demonstrated high degree of accuracy, detail  
oriented person. 
APPLICATION PROCESS: A job description and a diocesan  
application form can be found on the website by clicking on the  
employment icon at https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/. Interested 
 individuals should submit via e-mail or regular mail, a letter of  
application along with their resume listing three professional references 
and a completed application form to: msimonson@diorc.org or: 
 Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive, 
Rapid City SD 57701.  
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and  
benefits package.

7
13

17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24

28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36
37

25 26 27
129 10 11

8
1 2 3 4 5 6

14 15 16

Key to front page photo: 
Top Row (l-r) 1. Fr. Grant Gerlach; 2. Fr. Tyler Dennis; 3. Fr. Jonathan Dillon;  
4. Fr. Kevin Achbach; 5. Msgr. Gerald McManus-Air Force Chaplain; and 
6. Fr. Richard Novotny.   
Second Row (l-r) 7. Fr. Matthew Fallgren; 8. Fr. Bryan Sorensen; 9. Fr. Ron Garry; 
10. Fr. Tim Hoag; 11. Fr. Adam Hofer; 12. Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek; 13. Fr. Tim Castor; 
12. Fr. Jim Hoerter; 15. Fr. Christopher Hathaway; and 16. Fr. Brian Christensen.  
Third row (l-r) 17. Fr. Arnold Kari; 18. Fr. Gary Oreshski; 19. Fr. George Winzenberg, 
SJ; 20. Fr. Ed Vanornery; 21. Fr. Dan Juelfs; 22. Fr. Edmond Yainao;  
23. Fr. Janusz Korban; 24. Fr. John Heying; 25. Fr. Mark McCormick;  
26. Msgr. Michael Woster; and 27. Fr. Michel Mulloy.  
Front row (l-r) 28. Fr. Leo Hausmann; 29. Fr. Bill Zandri; 30. Fr. Joseph Daoust. SJ; 
31. Fr. Ed Witt, SJ, 32. Fr. Zane Pekron; 33. Bishop Robert Gruss;  
34. Fr. Peter Klink, SJ; 35. Fr. Kerry Prendiville 36. Fr. Brian Lane; 
and 37. Fr. Tony Grossenburg.  
2019 copyright Johnny Sundby Photography
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BY FR. MICHEL MULLOY 
VICAR GENERAL 

Fundraising is essential to the church, vital to our mission and the ministries we  
provide. We’re in our third capital campaign since 1962 and the Living the Mission  
campaign is helping secure our Catholic faith foundation in western South Dakota.   

 
The Living the Mission Campaign pilot phase took place last summer in seven 

parishes across the diocese. Block 1 started in the fall of 2018 and Block 2 (currently  
underway) will finish in late June. The diocese hired Community Counseling Services, a 
fundraising partner from Chicago to run the campaign. Under CCS’s leadership each 
pastor established an “executive committee” which was trained and began reaching out 
to fellow parishioners asking them to “prayerfully consider” making a five-year-pledge.  
Additional committee members were recruited to assist in contacting other parish  
members.   

Pastors and volunteer committees have been amazing in their willingness and  
effectiveness in helping reach their parish goals. Parishes that reach and successfully 
complete their goals will receive 20 percent back for their own parish projects and a 60 
percent return for amounts exceeding their parish goals. The parish pastors and  
volunteers have been sacrificial in giving their time to make this campaign successful.  

 
Seven full-time CCS staff members have lived and worked within the Diocese of 

Rapid City conducting fundraising activities over this past year and a half. As they com-
plete their ministry with us, we would like to recognize and thank 
the CCS team for their dedication and  
personal sacrifice for our diocese and the church. 

 
Will Wisner, CCS Senior Director, is a native of Missouri, who 

resides in St. Louis. He is a veteran of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
having served in the United States Army as a Cavalry Scout. He 
provided great senior leadership to the team and has been in the 
diocese for two years both conducting the feasibility study and  

leading his team throughout the campaign.  
 
 
 
Kaleigh Wagner is a graduate of John Carrol University, a Jesuit 

institution in Ohio. She finds her calling to be a “woman for and 
with others” for the betterment of society. She is from Cleveland, 
Ohio, and has been in the diocese since the summer of 2018 leading 
the fundraising activities in parishes throughout the diocese. 

 
 
Anna Hays led the volunteer committee at the Cathedral of Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral, Rapid City. Anna is from 
Columbus, Ohio, and graduated from Dayton University. Prior to 
joining CCS, she was a senior legislative aide in the Ohio Senate. 
She has completed her assignment here and is now working on a 
capital campaign in Chicago.  

 

Sam Abbott, from Philadelphia, Pa., has an undergraduate  
degree from Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, N.C., and a 
graduate degree from the University of Chicago. Sam is the  
dedicated campaign director for the Blessed Sacrament Parish, 
Rapid City, and his analytical management skills are a great asset to 
the Living the Mission campaign. 

 
 
 
Matt Faden is a graduate of Northwestern University in 

Evanston, Ill., and a native of Ambler, Pa., in the Philadelphia area. 
Matt traveled across the diocese working with large and small 
parishes and left earlier in the spring to take on a new opportunity 
in his life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Aaron Olson, a native of Evansville, Ind., with undergraduate 

and graduate degrees from Indiana University, has crisscrossed the  
diocese working with many parishes as a campaign director. Before 
CCS, Aaron was employed in the software industry, and brings  
extensive work and life experience to the campaign. 

 
 
 
 
Olivia Herbert is from Ann Arbor, Mich., with both under-

graduate and graduate degrees from the University of Michigan. 
She is a campaign director for numerous Native American parishes 
in our diocese and prior to CCS worked with several nonprofits 
and  
advocacy groups.  

 
 
 
We are not finished with the Living the Mission Campaign but 

as the CCS team wraps up their work in June, we thank them, the 
pastors, parish committees, and all the generous donors in western South Dakota for 
continuing to “Live the Mission.” 

Diocesan leaders grateful  
for great team



choose the way 
that may be less 
popular but is 
nevertheless more 
life-giving. In ad-
dition, a Chris-
tian steward is 
committed to 
growing in the 
virtues — good 
habits that free us 
to choose the 
good and avoid 
evil.  Lastly, stew-
ards value fellow-
ship with other Christians. Developing and 
nurturing this network of friends who sup-
port Christian values gives us the strength 
in numbers to battle a current which might 
otherwise overwhelm us and our families.  
Embracing stewardship as a Way of Life is 
a powerful tool for combating the “forces 
that are working against us and distracting 
us from what is most important in life and 
trying to knock us down in our pursuit to 
follow Christ.” Want to know more? Please 
visit www.CatholicWayOfLife.org for re-
sources to help you deepen your practice of 
stewardship.
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Shawna Hanson 
Director Office of  

Stewardship 
SHanson@diorc.org 

Search “Official  
Podcast for the  
Diocese of Rapid 
City”on your favorite 
podcast player or find a 
link at rapidcitydiocese.org 

July will feature: The final chapter in 
the “Through Him, With Him, and In 
Him” series. “For All the Saints” is n  
Corpus Christi. “Meet the Priest” 
features the newest diocesan priest, 
Father Zane Pekron.  

Podcasts on tap

 “I’ll never forget the instructor’s last 
words: ‘And if you happen to fall out of your 
kayak, don’t try to stand up in the river.’ A 
number of years ago, my wife and I went 
kayaking on the Arkansas River in the Col-
orado Rockies. We had never been kayaking 
before, so we went with a group led by a 
guide who gave us lessons — lessons that 
included the warning about not standing up 
in the river. ‘The river is not that deep,’ he 
said. ‘But it is very powerful. If you fall into 
it, don’t stand up because the river will 
knock you right down. Just hold on to your 
life jacket and wade to the side.’” 

Theologian, author, and Catholic speaker 
Dr. Edward Sri often shares this story of a 
kayaking trip he once took with his wife. 
Although the trip began smoothly, it wasn’t 
very long before Dr. Sri accidently let the 
kayak do a complete 180 and he and his 
wife were going backwards down the river.  
By the time he got the kayak straight, they 
were headed straight for a large log that had 
fallen across the river. The kayak was sucked 
under the log and the log “pulled” them 
right out of the kayak. Although they were 
first able to hang onto the log, the swift cur-
rent quickly swept them downstream be-
hind their kayak.   

“Downstream I drifted submerged,” Dr. 
Sri writes, “choking in the water and having 
my rear end hit what seemed like every rock 
in the river. I didn’t like that feeling, so guess 
what I tried to do. Yes, I tried to stand up. 
And immediately, boom! The river knocked 
me back down. In a panic, I tried a second 
time to stand up, and instantly, I was pulled 

under the water and swept away. After a 
failed third attempt to stand up, I finally re-
membered the instructor’s words, ‘Don’t try 
to stand up in the river.’ I held on to my life 
jacket, rose to the surface, and eventually 
made it safely to the side of the river. My 
wife survived, too. I found her alive about a 
half-mile downstream—and we haven’t 
been kayaking since! 

It’s hard to stand up against a powerful 
river. And similarly, it’s hard to stand up 
against the current of our culture. There is 
not a lot of support from our secular, rela-
tivistic world for living a good Catholic life. 
In the media, in the workplace, and some-
times even in our own families, we do not 
get a lot of encouragement for going deeper 

in our Catholic faith, for building a strong 
marriage and raising godly children for the 
Lord. Quite the opposite. Many forces are 
constantly working against us, distracting us 
from what is most important in life and try-
ing to knock us down in our pursuit to fol-
low Christ.” – Dr. Edward Sri, theologian, 
author and well-known Catholic speaker 

I heard Dr. Sri tell this story many years 
ago, and I have never forgotten it.  When I 
find myself discouraged, feeling like the 
current of the world around me is too 
strong, the image of Dr. Sri and his wife 
hanging from the log pops into my mind.  
I, too, often feel there isn’t a lot of support 
and encouragement for living a good 
Catholic life. But the spirituality of stew-
ardship is a tool that can equip us to ride 
against the negative currents of our culture.  
Stewardship offers us some real, tangible 
and practical helps. For instance, a Chris-
tian steward is committed to being inten-
tional. This commitment helps avoid just 
being taken away by the prevailing currents 
of our culture and instead helps us choose 
deliberately what to do with our time and 
all our other resources and to consciously 
choose a more Christian lifestyle. Addition-
ally, a Christian Steward is prayerful, and 
living a life of prayer helps us see the world 
with more clarity and strengthens us to 

Commitment helps avoid just being taken away by the prevailing currents 

Dr. Edward Sri excerpts from Copyright © 2010 – 
FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students).

http://www.CatholicWayOfLife.org


We go to Mass to 
encounter God in 
Jesus. Encountering 
God means that we are 
caught up in the life of 
God. That life of God 
is one of mutual self-
sacrifice and life-giving 
response in the power 
of the Spirit. What 
does self-sacrifice and 
life-giving look like, 
moment by moment in 
the celebration of the 
Eucharist? One thing 
is immediately clear. 
The Eucharist is some-
thing Jesus does and 
we “do” in, with and 
through Jesus. We will 
further explore that “doing” of the  
Eucharist in the months to come.

caught up in this dynamic interaction; we 
live in the unity of the Trinity. So then, if 
we are to have a genuine experience of 
God through Jesus in the celebration of 
the Mass, three things: First, we do not 
experience God unless the Holy Spirit is 
present. This Spirit which we believe we 
receive in baptism is present in any  
encounter with God. The Spirit is the ad-
vocate, the counselor, the guide for our re-
lationship with God. In other words, 
although we get up and come to Mass, we 
believe it is really the power of the Holy 
Spirit moving us and inviting us to be 
present. 

Secondly, our experience of God must 
involve sacrificial giving. If Jesus is the 
one who showed us the way and invited 
us to follow, then our encounters with 
God must involve our sacrifice. 

Thirdly, our experience of God must be 
life giving. When we come to the end of 
the Mass, there must be some awareness 
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We come to Mass to experience God. 
How that experience happens depends on 
how we under stand God. Last month’s 
column explored who God is. In summary 
we said that the Father and Son live in a 
mutual relationship of self-sacrifice (Son 
to the Father) and life-giving response 
(Father to the Son). The Holy Spirit is the 
animator, of this mutual relationship. 

We need to understand that this  
dynamic relationship that exists within 
God is present all the time. The Son is 
eternally giving himself to the Father and 
the Father is eternally giving life back to 
the Son. The Holy Spirit is eternally ani-
mating and enlivening this relationship. In 
history, when God became man, human 
beings were given the privilege of seeing 
this relationship in God through the life 
of Jesus. Once in history we came to see 
and understand through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection, what is forever the life of 
God. To experience God is to become 

of life being renewed, strengthened, and 
enlivened. Whenever we walk out of Mass 
believing, feeling or sensing that life is 
better, then we can assume that the Holy 
Spirit has been present, and we have been 
sacrificial in our action during the Mass. If 
we are not enlivened, strengthened or  
renewed, we can either assume that the 
Holy Spirit is not present, or that we have 
not been sacrificial in our involvement. 
Since it would be hard to justify the  
absence of the Holy Spirit in light of the 
Scriptural and traditional evidence to the 
contrary, it is safe to say that a “life-less” 
Mass lacks that key component of sacrifice 
on the part of those of us present. We 
must give in order to receive. That is a 
tired old cliché, but it remains true, 
nonetheless. With this framework of  
understanding the relationship of God 
and our participation in Gods’ life, we can 
return to the beginning of this series on 
the celebration of the Mass. 

 
BY CINDY WOODEN  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

VATICAN CITY ) — The Holy Spirit 
keeps Christians young at heart, support-
ing them in times of trial and helping 
them praise God no matter what is going 
on, Pope Francis said. 

Celebrating morning Mass May 28, the 
pope told the story of a priest who asked a 
group of children who the Holy Spirit is. 
They answered, “The paralytic.” 

While their confusion with the word 
“paraclete” is understandable, the pope said 
that too many Christians “think the Holy 
Spirit is a paralytic.” 

Holy Spirit keeps Christians young at heart, pope says
“The word ‘paraclete’ means one who is 

alongside me to support me so that I don’t 
fall, so that I keep moving forward, so that 
I preserve the youthfulness of the Spirit,” 
the pope said. “A Christian remains 
young. Always. When the heart of a 
Christian starts to get old, one’s Christian 
vocation begins to diminish. You are  
either young at heart, have a young soul, 
or you are not fully Christian.” 

In the day’s Gospel reading, John 16:5-
11, the disciples are sad when Jesus tells 
them he is leaving, but Jesus scolds them 
because, Pope Francis said, “sadness is not 
a Christian attitude.” 

Of course, the pope said, trials and  

difficulties come into everyone’s life, but 
Christians can rely on the Holy Spirit to 
help them carry their burdens while  

If Mass feels lifeless invite the Holy Spirit in

continuing to recognize God’s gifts in 
their lives and to look toward the future 
with hope.

Pope Francis  
celebrates Mass in 
the chapel of his 
Vatican residence, 
the Domus Sanctae 
Marthae, May 28, 
2019. 
 (CNS photo/ 
Vatican Media)



Pope Francis’s recent 
motu proprio on sexual 
abuse, Vos estis lux mundi 
(You Are the Light of 
the World), was a wel-
come addition to church 
law as world Catholi-
cism seeks to heal the 
wounds of abuse victims, 
promote chaste living, 
foster mutual accounta-
bility within the body of 
Christ, and restore the 
credibility of the 
church’s leadership. The 
response to the motu pro-

prio by Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of Galve-
ston-Houston, president of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops, ably 
summed up that document’s achievement: 

“Vos estis lux mundi calls for the establish-
ment of easily accessible reporting systems, 
clear standards for the pastoral support of 
victims and their families, timeliness and 
thoroughness of investigations, whistle-
blower protection for those making allega-
tions, and active involvement of the laity. It 
also leaves latitude for national bishops’ con-
ferences, such as the USCCB, to specify still 
more to account for local circumstances ... 
Vos estis lux mundi ... (is) is a blessing that 
will empower the church everywhere to 
bring predators to justice, no matter what 
rank they hold in the church. It also permits 
the church the time and opportunity to 
bring spiritual healing.” 

The motu proprio is also a vindication of 
the church in the United States and its 
bishops. Many of its provisions for handling 
abuse cases have been common practice in 
the U.S. since 2002 (and in some American 
dioceses, earlier than that). Amidst the frus-
tration that has boiled over here this past 
year, too many American Catholics, misled 
by irresponsible reporting or grandstanding 
by state officials, may not realize that the 
church in the United States has been a 
world leader in addressing the sin and crime 
of clerical sexual abuse. This leadership has 
not always been welcomed, in Rome and 
elsewhere. But much of what was pioneered 
in the United States is now universal church 
law. By making abuse-reporting obligatory 
and providing canonical protection for cler-
ics reporting abuse, Pope Francis has im-
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Monthly Message From Our 
Lady on the 25th of each 

month, Our Lady  
appears to the Medjugorje  

visionary Marija to give us her 
 message. 

 
“Dear children! God permitted me, out 
of His mercy, to be with you, to  
instruct and lead you towards the way 
of conversion. Little children, you are 
all called to pray with all your heart 
for the plan of salvation to be realized 
for you and through you. Be aware,  
little children, that life is short and 
eternal life waits for you according to 
your merit. Therefore, pray, pray, pray 
to be worthy instruments in God's 
hand. Thank you for having responded 
to my call.” 
5/25/19 

Prayer Intentions 
of the Holy Father 

JULY

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG 

George  
Weigel 

 
Senior fellow  
Ethics and  

Public Policy 
 Center in  

Washington, D.C.

Restoring, and strengthening, episcopal credibility 
proved on the American achievement of the 
past decade and a half. 

As Cardinal DiNardo noted, Vos estis lux 
mundi not only universalizes strong legal 
and procedural norms for dealing with cler-
ical sexual abuse; it also allows, and might 
even be seen to call for, creativity on the part 
of national bishops’ conferences to build on 
the foundation Pope Francis has laid. That 
“latitude for national bishops’ conferences 
... to specify still more” should now be uti-
lized by the U.S. bishops at their June meet-
ing: to honor the pope’s invitation to devise 
particular solutions for particular situations, 
according to the Holy Father’s principle of 
“synodality”; to meet the expectations of the 
most dedicated, committed Catholics in the 
United States; and to offer the world church 
further models to consider. Vos estis lux 
mundi, like the particular church law in 
place in the United States since the abuse 
crisis of 2002, deals primarily with sexual 
abuse by priests. The next steps in this 
process of Catholic reform involve devising 
mechanisms for guaranteeing episcopal ac-
countability, in terms of both a bishop’s per-
sonal conduct and his handling of abuse 
allegations in the diocese entrusted to his 
care. 

There seems to be a consensus, in Rome 
and the U.S., that these mechanisms should 
operate at the level of church “provinces,” 
with the metropolitan archbishop of each 
ecclesiastical province as the responsible 
party (or the senior suffragan bishop in a 
province, if the metropolitan archbishop is 
being charged with an offense). To make 
that mechanism credible, and to provide the 
metropolitan archbishops the assistance 
they need in handling allegations against 
other bishops, three more provisions seem 
necessary: 

1. Lay Catholics — presumably the 
archdiocesan review board of the province 
in question — must be informed of an alle-
gation against a bishop, from the point at 
which that allegation is made to the metro-
politan archbishop. Such a requirement em-
bodies the principle of mutual account 
-ability within the church while protecting 
the metropolitan archbishop from any fu-
ture suggestion that he is burying an alle-
gation to protect a brother bishop. 

2. Competent and discreet lay profes-
sionals should be involved in the investiga-

tion of any allegation against a bishop. 
3. It must be guaranteed that, when the 

entire process has been completed in the 
U.S. and Rome and a decision reached, 
there will be a public explanation of the  
decision and the rationale for it, perhaps  
released through the relevant archdiocesan 

This is the opening page of Vos estis lux mundi, Pope Francis’ new universal law establishing 
procedures for reporting and investigating abuse within the church. The new law took effect 
June 1. (CNS photo/Vatican) 

review board. 
Adopting these provisions in June will 

accelerate the healing of a wounded church 
and enhance the bishops’ credibility, while 
heeding the pope’s call for local creativity. 

The Integrity of Justice: 
That those who administer 
justice may work with 
integrity, and that the injustice 
which prevails in the world 
may not have the last word. 
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Wrapping up the diocesan phase petitioning the Vatican to canonize Nicholas Black Elk

(WRC archive photos)

PETITION PRESENTED
THE CAUSE IS OPENED

FR. LOUIS ESCALANTE

u 3/14/17 — George Looks Twice, and the 
grandchildren of Nicholas Black Elk stand be-
fore Bishop Robert Gruss and Deacon Marlon 
Leneaugh, director of Native Ministries, after 
presenting a petition requesting the diocese ini-
tiate the Cause for canonization of  Nicholas 
Black Elk. 
 
u 10/21/17 — Bishop Robert Gruss celebrated 
Mass at Holy Rosary Church, on the Pine Reser-
vation to formally open the Cause for Canoniza-
tion of Nicholas Black Elk. (He had the approval 
of the USCCB.) 
 
u 6/26/18 in Rapid City, a local committee or-
ganized to work for the canonization of 
Nicholas Black Elk, Servant of God, convened. 
The group is called Officials of the Inquiry and 
those sworn in were: Bishop Robert D. Gruss; 
Fr. Luis Escalante, postulator, from the Diocese 
of Sabina-Poffio Mireto, Italy; Vice Postulator 
Bill White, Porcupine; Episcopal Delegate Fr. 
Joseph Daoust, SJ, Pine Ridge; Promoter of Jus-
tice, Fr. Dan Juelfs, Eagle Butte (now living in 
Lemmon); Notary Teresa Spiess, Rapid City 
 
u In 2018 the Cause was investigated by read-
ing accounts of Black Elk’s life; gathering histor-
ical evidence, translating and reading letters 
written by Black Elk. Witnesses of Nicholas 

Black Elk holiness were interviewed by  
Fr. Joseph Daoust and Fr. Dan Juelfs. 
 
u Kathy Cordes appointed to Historic Commis-
sion (Others were appointed on April 25, 2019) 
 
u 5/23/19, Patricia Catches the Enemy ap-
pointed Official Verifying translator. She re-
viewed all Lakota documentation. 
 
u Monday, June 24, 2019, the semi final meet-
ing of the Officials of the Inquiry will be held in 
Rapid City. Documents, decrees, and witness 
testimonies will be entered into the records 
and sworn to and 
 
u Tuesday, June 25, 2019, Bishop Robert 
Gruss will preside at a Mass celebrating the 

successful completion of the diocesan phase of 
the Cause for Servant of God Nicholas Black 
Elk at 11 a.m., in St. Agnes Church, Mander-
son. At the end of Mass, the final letters will be 
signed, all the documents will be sealed and 
bound with a red cord to send to the Congrega-
tion for Causes of Saints in Rome, Italy.  
Fr. Louis Escalante, the Roman Postulator for 
the Cause, will be dispatched with the final  
documents. After Mass there will also be other 
ceremonies, and a light lunch will be served. 
Everyone Welcome. 
 
u In Rome, the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints will review all the evidence submitted, 
and carry out further investigations if needed.  
Eventually, if the Congregation approves, they 

send a recommendation to the pope.  If he ap-
proves, Pope Francis would declare Nicholas 
Black Elk Venerable, i.e. declared to have  
certainly lived a life of holiness and worthy of 
veneration.  Fr. Daoust estimates that this 
Roman phase of the Cause could last a year or 
more. 
 
u Before beatification a miracle must be 
proven to have occurred because of prayer ask-
ing Nicholas Black Elk to intercede with God for 
it to occur. A second miracle is required before 
he would be declared a saint.   



BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
 

A film crew from NewGroup Media, 
South Bend, Indiana, worked on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in late May making a 
documentary on Servant of God Nicholas 
Black Elk. Using the working title “Walk-
ing the Red Road: Black Elk’s Journey To-
ward Sainthood,” the company is tracing 
Black Elk’s life from his Lakota culture to 
his 1904 baptism and tireless work evangel-
izing others. 

Bishop Robert Gruss is the executive di-
rector for the project and the Diocese of 
Rapid City will hold the copyright. The 
documentary received major funding from 
the Catholic Communications Campaign. 
a division of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops The film is also funded 
by two grants to cover completion expenses.  

Sr. Judy Zielinski, OSF, from Sylvania, 
Ohio, is working with the company from 
South Bend. She has worked on several re-
ligious documentaries. “This is my sixth or 
seventh documentary. We produced one in 
eastern Europe about religious sisters who 
lived under Stalin. That was called “Inter-
rupted Lives,” we travelled to six  different 
Eastern European Countries and we inter-
viewed senior sisters in their 80s and 90s 
who had been in their 20s and 30s when 
WWII ended and Stalin took over. They 

had unbelievable experiences — they were 
sent to Concentration Camps, prisons, and 
forced to work in factories, because Com-
munism suppressed reli-
gion.” 

Included in her work 
is a documentary done in  
the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Katrina in New Or-
leans. It focused on six different orders of 
sisters, five years after the hurricane, and 
how they rebuilt their ministries.  

 “They made a very courageous choice  
staying in New Orleans. Like all religious 
orders their members were aging and num-
bers diminishing. They rebuilt high schools, 
a nursing home, and a daycare for children,” 
she said.  

The United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops commissioned her to do 
a video in response to Dan Brown’s 
“DaVinci Code.”  

“We did a program called ‘Jesus De-
coded.’ In a nice way, we basically pointed 
out all the errors in the book. It’s a very fas-
cinating read — a page turner; but he takes 
great liberties with what happened in his-
tory,” she said.  

Someone contacted her about doing a 
short 20-minute piece on Nicholas Black 
Elk. As they talked she said this is a subject 
that needs a longer forum — an hour at 

least.That is when she submitted a proposal 
to the U. S. bishops. 

If he is canonized, Black Elk would be 
the first male Native 
American saint from the 
U.S. 

She wears a lot of hats 
on this project including 
writer and producer. In ad-

dition, she is responsible for the script, re-
cruiting people to help with the project and 
getting props.  

She read eight books on Black Elk. “I re-
ally had to steep myself in the story of who 
he was, why he is up for canonization, and 
what distinguished him,” she said. She 
found experts, scholars and other people to 
interview for the script.   

She had wigs cut to resemble photo-
graphs from various life stages. “We are try-
ing to avoid doing full frontal face shots. 
We can’t duplicate his face perfectly, so we 
are just trying to suggest it is him in the 
film. The costumes had to be period appro-
priate because he was baptized in 1904 and 
died in 1950. We had to tell the actors not 
bring anything modern — digital watches 
or glasses.” 

The documentary is 95 percent about 
Black Elk; however, it doesn’t end there. The 
filmmakers took a look at Lakota Catholi-
cism today and they interviewed Bishop 
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(L to R) Sr. Barb Bogenschutz, OP, Justin Schneblen, Mark Stephenson, 
John Slaughter, Fr. Joseph Daoust, SJ, Trudy New Holy fixing her son’s vest, Zula New Holy 
portraying young Arthur Amiotte at Black Elk’s funeral and Chris Salvador, director, holding an 

Gruss for his perspective. Viewers will see 
footage from S.D. including Red Cloud In-
dian School, Manderson and Custer.  

The crew is working to make the docu-
mentary authentically Lakota. Actors, 
singers and drummers are all from Pine 
Ridge. If viewers are looking for familiar 
faces they might spot James Lays Bad, net-
work administrator at Red Cloud Indian 
School, who played the adult Black Elk; 
Ryen Dwyer, a Jesuit Scholastic from Red 
Cloud  who played two different catechists; 
and Aaron Pierre, also a Jesuit Scholastic at 
Red Cloud, portraying an early Jesuit.  

Christopher Salvador is a partner in 
NewGroup Media and the director. He 
said, “It is wonderful to bring this to life. It’s 
fun to see behind the scenes — the artistic  
and dramatic look of the show. What is the 
look we are going for? I have to be able to 
translate that to all the actors and crew.”  

His job was to keep everything and 
everyone moving — mostly during in-
clement weather.  

They hope to have the finished project 
on a major television network in spring 
2020. “We work with the Interfaith Broad-
cast Coalition. It is an interfaith umbrella 
group that manages to get religious pro-
graming on the air eight hours every spring 
and fall. We are hoping this will be broad-
cast on ABC,” said Sr. Judy. 

NewGroup Media films Black Elk documentary utilizing local talent

‘I really had to steep  
myself in the story of who 

he was ... and what  
distinguished him’

umbrella and portraying a Jesuit priest. In the newly dug hole Doug Thomas sets up a camera 
inside the grave.  The film makers had planned to simulate rain, but the skies usurped the 
idea with nearly constant drizzle on May 22. (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom) 
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Douglas Thomas, producer and director of photography, James Lays Bad, Porcupine, as Black 
Elk, Elias High Hawk, Oglala, and twins Bella and Kamia White Horse, in a scene where Black 
Elk is teaching with a Lacombe’s Ladder scroll. The orignal scroll was on loan from Arthur 
Amiotte of Custer. It is a pictorial catechism.

The crew watched the action during multiple takes on small monitors. Between takes they 
gave the actors instructions or made adjustments to lighting and costumes. 

The technical crew shot footage with a drone and hoped the robot camera wouldn’t spook the 
horses. (WRC photos by Laurie Hallstrom & Becky Berreth) 

Producer and writer Sr. Judy adjusts the prop 
beard Ryen Dwyer will wear in a scene.

James Lays Bad rides a horse as Black Elk 
traveling around the Pine Ridge Reservation.  

Jeremiah Zach Janis checks the horses between takes. Lays Bad as Black Elk and Dwyer in 
one of two roles as a catechist. The scene was  filmed in wet cold weather. 
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June 28, Friday 
sDeadline for submissions.  

Paper mailed Tuesday, July 16. 

)605-343-3541 

8lhallstrom@diorc.org 

8bberreth@diorc.org

June 21, Friday 
sSeventh Annual Bishop’s Fishing 

Tournament: Begins at 7 a.m. at St. John 
the Evangelist Church, Ft. Pierre. Day ends 
with Mass, fish fry, and silent auction. See 
page 17. 8www.wsdcf.org/news-and-
events/. To donate to the silent auction )Jill 
605-721-6843. 

June 22, Saturday 
sRide with the Bishop Motorcycle 

Rally and Poker Run: Begins at 9 a.m. at 
Black Hills State Newman Center, 814 W. 
King Street, Spearfish with Mass. Ends at 
4:30 p.m. with BBQ. See page 24. 8new-
manbhsu@stjosephspearfish.com. 

sNPM Summer Meeting: Held from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish. 
Presenter Dr. Jonathan Nero will discuss 
“Working with the Aging Voice” and 
“Working with Intergenerational Choirs,” 
and Angela Weber will present a music 
reading session and “Sage on Stage.” 
8patmcdowell44@gmail.com if you plan to 
attend. 

June 23, Sunday 
sOpening Mass for the Year of the  

Eucharist: Join Bishop Robert Gruss for 
the 10:30 a.m. Mass as we begin the dioce-
san Year of the Eucharist. Held at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Rapid City. See page 2. 

June 24, Monday 
sTotus Tuus Girls: An opportunity to  

reflect on God’s call with religious sisters 
and priests. Includes hiking, campfires, 
swimming, games, Mass, adoration, and 
more. Held at Terra Sancta. Discipleship 
camp, for girls who have completed grades 
9-12 ends June 28. Grades 6-8, June 25-28. 
8www.rapidcitydiocese.org/t2/ to register. 
)Jacques or Linda 605-716-5214. 

July 4, Thursday 
sChancery Office Closed: In obser-

vance of Independence Day. 
July 5, Friday 

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First  
Friday prayers and devotions 6 p.m. in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel, Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. First 

Saturday, July 6, begins with prayers at 7:45 
a.m. followed by 8 a.m. Mass and exposition 
in Our Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral. )Dr.  
Kopriva 605-343-6202 or Ellen 605-718-
9909. 

July 12, Friday 
sSacred Relics of the Saints: Blessed 

Sacrament Parish, Rapid City, presents a 
teaching and exposition of sacred relics at 7 
p.m. Father Carlos Martins of the Com-
panions of the Cross will be in attendance 
with a Vatican collection of over 150 relics. 
Relics of St. Maria Goretti, St. Therese of 
Lisieux, St. Francis of Assisi and more. 
Those in attendance will be able to examine 
and venerate each relic. )Blessed  
Sacrament 605- 342-3336. 

July 13, Saturday 
sAmbassador Training: Consider being 

a part of the team that helped make last 
year’s Summit the largest event ever hosted 
at Terra Sancta. Ambassadors for Christ 
will provide you with everything you need 
to know about this year’s Summit so that 
you can share this with your parish and oth-
ers. Held from 8 a.m.-noon at St. Francis of 
Assisi Church, Sturgis. Other trainings held 
August 14, 5-9 p.m. at Immaculate Con-
ception Parish, Winner, and August 21, 
5-9 p.m. at Holy Cross Church, Timber 
Lake. )Office of Stewardship 605-716-
5214 or 8www.CatholicWayofLife.org/ 
events.  

July 14, Sunday 
sFeast of St. Kateri Tekakwitha Incul-

turated Celebration: Begins with Mass at 
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, Rapid City, at 5:30 p.m. Fellowship 
to follow in Cathedral Hall. Hosted by 
parishioners of St. Isaac Jogues.  

sTotus Tuus Boys: An opportunity to 
reflect on God’s call with seminarians and 
priests. Includes hiking, campfires, swim-
ming, games, Mass, adoration, and more. 
Held at Terra Sancta. Discipleship camp, 
for boys who have completed grades 9-12 
ends July 19. Grades 6-8, July 16-19. 
8www.rapidcitydiocese.org/t2/ to register. 
)Jacques or Linda 605-716-5214. 

July 20 Saturday 
sMarriage Prep Training Day: Held at 

Terra Sancta from 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. FOCCUS 
training begins at 8 a.m. $60 fee includes 
materials and certification. $10 for lunch. 
Joy Filled Marriage, training from 1-4 p.m. 
Cost $10. Materials should be available 
from your parish. Please bring the Leader 
Guide for this training. If you would like to 

order your own materials, submit your order 
when registering before July 1. Lodging also 
available. 8terrasancta.org/event/foccus-
training-2/. 

July 26, Friday  
sHeart to Heart Weekend for the  

Engaged: For engaged couples to deepen 
their relationship with each other and God 
by exploring the Catholic church’s vision of 
marriage. Required for couples doing mar-
riage prep in the diocese. Ends July 28.  
8terrasancta.org/heart2heart or )Family 
Life Ministries 604-716-5214. 

August 1, Thursday 
sVeritatis Splendor Institute Registra-

tion Deadline: Information packets about 
the catechist certification program can be 
obtained from the Office of Faith Forma-
tion.8www.veritatissplendorinstitute.com 
or )Susan Safford or Dionne Eastmo 605-
716-5214.  

August 17, Saturday 
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for 

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn 
more about natural family planning. Held 
at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, from 9 
a.m.-noon. Seminar will be open for  
distance learning opportunity for out-of-
town couples. )Family Life Ministries 605-
716-5214.
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BY CHRISTINA LEE KNAUSS 
 
FORT MILL, S.C. (CNS) — The re-

sponsibility of passing on beliefs in many 
families is increasingly falling on the shoul-
ders of grandmas and grandpas. 

With that in mind, a new group has 
formed in the Charleston diocese to help 
grandparents take a more active role in 
evangelizing and strengthening the faith of 
both their grandchildren and other young 
people in the community.  The first meeting 
of South Carolina's premier chapter of the 
Catholic Grandparents Association was 
May 4.  

Organizers said the meeting was in-
tended mainly as an information and brain-
storming session to find out what people 
want and need from the group and to come 
up with ideas for sharing the faith. 

Founder Catherine Wiley started the 
Grandparents Association in Ireland in 
2009, and the organization now includes 
chapters in the United Kingdom, the 
Philippines and the United States. 

In a 2018 interview with The Catholic 
Miscellany, newspaper of the Diocese of 

Catholic grandparents encouraged to pass on the faith

Charleston, Wiley said grandparents are an 
important source of catechesis in families 
because these days both parents frequently 
work, and busy schedules and the overall 
secular culture make it difficult for families 
to practice their faith together or even to at-
tend Mass. Grandparents are sometimes 
the only ones available in a young person's 
life with strong knowledge of the faith and 
the time to share it.  “They may be the only 
practicing Catholic members of their family 

... they are key to passing on the faith be-
cause they are rooted in it,” Wiley said. 

Organizer Cynthia Wood, a member of 
St. Philip Neri, has a 3-year-old grandson 
and said her role as grandmother has given 
her new perspectives on the contributions 
grandparents can offer to the church. 

“I know how instrumental grandparents 
can be in helping their grandchildren learn 
about their faith, especially if they can be 
there and be part of their daily lives by tak-
ing them to Mass, praying with them and 

teaching them,” Wood said.  She offered a 
simple example: When her grandson was a 
baby, she gave him a mobile of the Nativity 
scene to hang in his bedroom. Now, at 3, he 
knows all of the people by heart. 

The goal of the association is to help 
participants reach out to young people in 
their families, whether they live close or far 
away. Wood said training in the use of tech-
nology and social media to evangelize is one 
possibility for the group. 

Christy Brown, with the Charleston 
diocese’s Family Life Office, is another or-
ganizer of the group. She has one grand-
daughter who lives overseas, but she shares 
the faith with her as much as she can. 
Brown also teaches confirmation classes at 
her parish and said she realized how crucial 
grandparents are when she asked students 
who was their greatest influence in the 
Catholic Church.  “Nine out of 10 students 
told me that influence was their grandpar-
ents,” Brown said. 

 
(Editor's Note: For more information about 

the Catholic Grandparents Association, visit 
www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org.) 

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE, EDITORIAL 
FROM THE COMPASS, DIOCESE OF GREEN 
BAY, WISCONSIN, BY SAM LUCERO 

One of the most-watched reality televi-
sion programs is the hugely popular “Amer-
ica’s Got Talent.” Each episode features 
several contestants who try to impress a 
panel of judges with their singing, dancing, 
comedy or other talent. 

Each year, the TV show introduces per-
formers who stun the audience and judges 
with their talent and inspiring stories about 
overcoming incredible challenges. It is these 
special moments that have helped keep 
“America’s Got Talent” on the air for more 
than a decade. 

Episode one of season 14 premiered 
May 28 and included one of those inspiring 
stories, the performance of pianist and 
singer Kodi Lee. The 22-year-old contes-
tant’s routine was met with a standing ova-
tion, tears from judges and the elusive 
“golden buzzer” that gives a contestant a di-
rect pass to the live TV finals. 

What was it about Lee that captured the 
hearts of all who watched him perform 
Donny Hathaway’s “A Song For You”? Lee 
is blind and autistic. Introducing her son to 
the judges, Lee’s mother, Tina, explained, 
“We found out that he loved music really 
early on. He listened, and his eyes just went 
huge. He started singing and I was in tears. 
That’s when I realized he’s an entertainer.” 

“Through music and performing, he was 
able to withstand living in this world, be-
cause when you’re autistic, it’s really hard to 
do what everybody else does,” she contin-
ued. “It actually has saved his life playing 
music.” 

It was obvious by the uncomfortable re-
action of the judges — as Lee, bobbing his 
head back and forth, told them, “I’m going 
to sing for you on the piano” — that doubt 
filled their minds. “How could someone 
with obvious physical and developmental 
disabilities entertain a national audience?” 
seemed to be their collective response. 

Yet, Lee did, indeed, entertain. 

According to his promotional website, 
kodileerocks.com, Lee was born with optic 
nerve hypoplasia and survived a life-saving 
surgery at 5 days old. He was diagnosed 
with autism when he was 4. 

Lee’s story affirms the belief that all life 
is sacred, even the lives of those born with 
defects. His story also should signal a cau-
tion for the practice of prenatal screening 
tests. 

While these tests can help parents allay 
fears during pregnancies, they can also en-
courage the termination of a pregnancy. 

According to Mayo Clinic, there are two 
types of prenatal testing: screening tests that 
can identify whether a baby may have birth 
defects, and diagnostic testing, which is a 
follow-up to the screening test and carries 
a slight risk of miscarriage. 

In its online “questions to consider” sec-
tion, Mayo Clinic states that screenings are 
optional. 

It’s important to make an informed de-
cision about prenatal testing, especially if 

you’re screening for fetal conditions that 
can’t be treated,” it states. The first question 
to consider is, “What will you do with the 
test results? 

“Normal results can ease your anxiety,” 
the Mayo Clinic says. “However, if prenatal 
testing indicates that your baby might have 
a birth defect, you could be faced with 
wrenching decisions — such as whether to 
continue the pregnancy.” 

A recent report from Iceland indicated 
that after prenatal screening tests were in-
troduced in the early 2000s, nearly 100 per-
cent of the 80 to 85 percent of women who 
took the test and tested positive for Down 
Syndrome chose to abort their pregnancy. 
Similar termination rates were found in 
other countries, according to snopes.com. 

God, the author of life, can surprise us, 
as he did with Kodi Lee. Despite his “im-
perfect” development, Lee moved an audi-
ence to tears with his talent. How many 
Lees have lost their opportunity to do the 
same?

Making room for each person’s gifts: Kodi Lee and prenatal screening tests
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WASHINGTON — The chairman of the United States Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops’ Committee on Pro-Life Activities, Archbishop Joseph Naumann of Kansas City, 
Kansas, has issued a statement regarding states recent passing of pro-life legislation.  

“Every single human life has value. The trend of states passing pro-life legislation is a 
very encouraging move toward ensuring that our society cherishes unborn children and 
their most basic right to life.  

The pro-life movement has always had two critical goals: increasing support for mothers 
and children and eliminating the tragedy of abortion. Our march for justice and human 
rights for unborn children will not be complete until they are recognized and protected as 
persons by the law.  

Our ultimate objective, however, is for abortion to be unthinkable. As we celebrate these 
pro-life legislative victories, we reiterate our commitment to supporting all mothers with 
the care and resources they need. The church stands ready to help and welcome them.” 

Rapid City NPM Chapter wins national award 

The Rapid City National Pastoral Musicians (NPM) Chapter has been named winner 
of the 2019 National NPM Chapter of the Year. This award will be presented in July at 
the 2019 NPM national convention in Raleigh, NC.  

“We extend our congratulations to all the wonderful singers and musicians across our 
diocese who give tirelessly of their time and talent to enhance our liturgies with the ex-
traordinary gift of music. Your desire to promote and foster continual development of the 
music ministry are the foundation of our local chapter’s success. We thank you for your 
wonderful work in our music ministry in our parishes!” —Rapid City NPM Chapter 
Board of Directors 

National Pastoral Musicians — Serving the life and mission of the church through 
fostering the art of musical liturgy in Catholic worshiping communities.

USCCB celebrates pro-life legislation

FULL‐TIME OUTPATIENT THERAPIST POSITIONS OPEN 
Catholic Social Services has an opening for a full‐time Outpatient Therapist. Master’s 
Degree and S.D. licenses preferred. Salary DOE. Travel required. Benefit package  
includes: Life & Health Ins. Retirement, PPL, etc.  
Send resume to Catholic Social Services, 529 Kansas City St. 
Rapid City, SD  57701 or to css@cssrapidcity.com.   
 
FULL TIME PROSPERITY INITIATIVE MENTOR/DISASTER COORDINATOR 
Catholic Social Services has an immediate opening for a full‐time, Prosperity Initiative 
Mentor/ Disaster Coordinator.  Must have a Bachelor’s Degree in a human services 
related field. The ideal candidate for this co‐position will have a passion for building 
relationships and creating community partnerships  Salary DOE and benefit package 
included.  
Catholic Social Services, 529 Kansas City Street, Rapid City, SD 57701 or  
css@cssrapidcity.com

Catholic Social Services Job Opportunities

Our donors make fulfilling our mission possible 
Ash Wednesday Appeal $85,000 

Palm Sunday Brunch Donations $130,000 

Thank you for your generosity!
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In Your Prayers 

In Your Prayers is designed to help us  
remember the birthdays, ordination and 
death anniversaries of the priests and  
deacons who serve us. 
Birthdays: July 13, Dcn. Greg Palmer; 
July 16, Fr. Christopher Hathaway, FSSP; 
July 23, Dcn. Calvin Clifford; July 28,  
Fr. John Paul Trask and Dcn. Steve 
McLaughlin; July 30, Dcn. Harold  
Condon; July 31, Fr. Matthew Fallgren. 
Ordinations: July 2, 1994, Bishop Robert 
Gruss (priestly ordination), July 2, 2015, 
Fr. Mark Horn and Fr. John Paul Trask; 
July 3, 2003, Fr. Kevin Achbach; July 7, 
1999, Fr. Tony Grossenburg and  
Fr. Brian Christensen; July 11, 1993, 
Dcn. Patrick Coy; July 17, 2003, 
Dcn. Gerald Bush; July 22, 1990,  
Dcn. Michael Curtin, July 28, 2011, 
Bishop Robert Gruss (episcopal 
ordination).  
Necrology: July 2, 1947, John McGowan; 
July 2, 1961, Patrick Quilligan; July 2, 
1972, Edward Balfe; July 3, 1966, 
Clarence Biever; July 4, 1966, Joseph 
Vorman; July 4, 2002, Christopher 
Scadron; July 7, 1992, Francis Berning; 
July 12, 1936, Aloysius Keel, SJ; July 12, 
1957, Michael Brogan; July 13, 1957, 
Thomas Coleman, OCD; July 17, 1957, 
Tarcisius Keller; July 18, 1968, Henry 
Dunn; July 19, 1890, William Mahoney; 
July 24, 1968, Joseph Golden; July 26, 
1913, Robert Demeyer, SJ; July 26, 
1965, William Leahy; July 30, 1917, 
Martin Kenel, OSB; July 30, 1965,  
Martin Wittman; July 31, 1939, Henry 
McRory. 

BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 
CHEYENNE, Wyo.  — Retired Bishop 

Joseph H. Hart of Cheyenne will face a 
Vatican trial for allegations that he sexually 
abused several minors years ago 

Cheyenne Bishop Steven R. Biegler an-
nounced June 12 that such a trial of the re-
tired prelate would take place. Bishop 
Biegler included Bishop Hart’s name in a 
list of all Catholic clergy with substantiated 
allegations of sexual abuse of minors or vul-
nerable persons for whom the diocese had 
files and who were in active ministry from 
1950 to the present in the Diocese of 
Cheyenne. 

Bishop Hart is one of 11 clergy on the 
list published on the diocesan website, 
https://bit.ly/2WzvyxW, and in the June 
online issue of the Wyoming Catholic Regis-
ter, Cheyenne’s diocesan newspaper. After 
the prelate’s name, the listing states: “Pope 
Francis imposed restrictions and author-
ized a penal process.” 

“Our clergy are expected to be shep-
herds who guard and protect the flock, es-
pecially the least among us,” Bishop Biegler 
said in a letter to diocesan Catholics about 
the list. “They are called to imitate the 
Good Shepherd, who laid down his life for 
the sheep. Therefore, sexual abuse by clergy 
is an appalling sin and a reprehensible 
crime. 

“It contradicts everything we stand for. 
Each name on this list represents a betrayal 
of trust, a violation of the innocent and a 
human tragedy,” he added. 

Bishop Hart, who retired as head of the 
Diocese of Cheyenne in 2001, has always 
maintained his innocence, “categorically 
and completely” denying any improper 
conduct. 

The announcement of the Vatican trial 
follows the conclusion of a new investiga-
tion of the allegations against Bishop Hart 
that Bishop Biegler had ordered. Results of 
the investigation were sent to the Congre-

gation for the Doctrine of the Faith, the 
Congregation for Bishops, the nuncio to 
the United States and Denver Archbishop 
Samuel J. Aquila, who is the metropolitan 
of the province that includes the Cheyenne 
Diocese. 

In July 2018, Bishop Biegler said that, 
because of the results of the investigation, 
he would continue the restrictions placed 
on the public ministry of Bishop Hart first 
imposed by then-Bishop Paul D. Etienne 
when he headed the Cheyenne Diocese. 

The accusation is that Bishop Hart sex-

ually abused two boys from Wyoming after 
he became Cheyenne’s bishop in 1978. He 
was auxiliary bishop of the statewide dio-
cese for two years before that. 

In 2002, police and prosecutors in 
Cheyenne cleared Bishop Hart of any 
wrongdoing because they found “no evi-
dence to support the allegations.” 

But Bishop Biegler ordered the new in-
vestigation of the claims since there were 
“there no trials, no determination of guilt 
or innocence (and) the matter was not re-
solved,” the diocese said. 

The Wyoming allegations came after 
several men alleged that Bishop Hart sex-
ually abused them years earlier, when he 
was a priest in the Diocese of Kansas City-
St. Joseph, Missouri. He was ordained for 
that diocese May 1, 1956. He was accused 
of three instances of abuse dating to the late 
1960s and early 1970s there. 

In 2008, the Missouri diocese, then 
headed by Bishop Robert W. Finn, an-
nounced a $10 million settlement with 47 
victims of sexual abuse by 12 clergy and 
former clergy of the diocese. The diocese 
did not name the 12 clergymen involved in 
the settlement, but at the time, attorneys for 
the victims said the group included Bishop 
Hart. Another financial settlement was 
reached by the diocese in 2014. 

Retired Wyoming bishop to face Vatican trial on allegations of sex abuse

Bishop Steven R. Biegler of Cheyenne, Wyo., 
speaks from the floor on the first day of the 
spring general assembly of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore June 
11, 2019. (CNS photo/Bob Roller)
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AMA applauded for 
opposition to doctor- 
assisted suicide 
BY CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

WASHINGTON — The chairman of 
the U.S. bishops’ pro-life committee praised 
a June 10 decision by the American Med-
ical Association to reaffirm its long-stand-
ing policy against physician-assisted 
suicide. 

“The practice and promotion of assisted 
suicide poses grave consequences for our 
entire society but particularly for persons 
living with illness, disabilities or socioeco-
nomic disadvantages,” said Archbishop 
Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City, Kansas, 
who is chairman of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities. 

“The AMA was right to reaffirm its 
long-standing view that physician-assisted 
suicide is fundamentally incompatible with 
the physician’s role as healer,” he said in a 
June 11 statement. 

MedPageToday, an online news outlet 
that covers health care, said the vote came 
during the AMA’s annual meeting in 
Chicago. 

At last year’s meeting, “after impassioned 
testimony from both sides,” it said, the 
AMA’s Council on Ethical and Judicial Af-
fairs was asked to further examine the issue 
of physician-assisted suicide. It presented its 
findings at the Chicago meeting and rec-
ommended the AMA retain its current op-
position to the practice. 

MedPageToday said meeting delegates 
approved the report by a vote of 360 to 190, 
and they also voted 392 to 162 to reaffirm 
the AMA’s current policy on assisted sui-
cide. 

Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas 
City, Kan., chairman of the U.S. bishops' 
Committee on Pro-Life Activities,  at the 
opening prayer of the annual general assem-
bly of the USCCB in Baltimore June 11, 
2019. (CNS photo/Bob Roller)
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Catholic First. 
Catholic Always.

Founded by a priest in 1882
to protect Catholic families, 
the Knights of Columbus
continues its mission today.

BY MARK PATTISON  
CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE 

BALTIMORE — The U.S. bishops ap-
proved a 10-point statement, “Affirming 
Our Episcopal Commitments,” June 13 
during their general meeting in Baltimore 
in which the bishops hope to regain “the 
trust of the people of God.” 

The 217-1 vote, with two bishops ab-
staining, was applauded by the bishops 
gathered in Baltimore for the meeting. Ap-
proval was needed by two-thirds, or 180, of 
all U.S. bishops 

The bishops were scheduled to discuss 
the statement at last November’s general 
meeting, but a vote was put on hold after 
the Vatican asked the bishops to not pass 
any proposals regarding clerical sexual abuse 
until it had had sufficient time to review 
those proposals. 

The document, formally presented June 
11 by Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, 
New Jersey, chairman of the bishops’ Com-
mittee on Clergy, Consecrated Life and Vo-
cations, was itself updated from a version 
mailed to bishops in May and received fur-

ther modifications during the Baltimore 
meeting. The previous document, then titled 
“Acknowledging Our Episcopal Commit-
ments,” had nine points. The approved 
statement has 10. 

The newest point reads: “We are also 
committed ... to include the counsel of lay 
men and women whose professional back-
grounds are indispensable.” 

Other points in the proposed document 
include: 

— “We will continue to reach out to the 
victims/survivors of sexual abuse by the 
clergy and their families in support of their 
spiritual and emotional well-being” so they 
can “find the care and healing they need.” 

— Pledging that the requirements of the 
2002 charter “apply to bishops as well as to 
priests and deacons and commit to hold 
ourselves and, fraternally, hold our fellow 
bishops to comply fully with the charter’s 
‘Statement of Episcopal Commitment.’” 

— Promote and disseminate details on 
how abuse can be reported to an independ-
ent third-party entity. “While safeguarding 
confidentiality of all persons involved, every 

effort will be made toward transparency and 
keeping the reporter appraised of the status 
of the case.” 

— Amend if necessary diocesan codes of 
conduct to state “unequivocally” that they 
also apply to bishops. 

— “Make sure that these codes of con-
duct contain proper explanations as to what 
constitutes sexual misconduct with adults as 
well as what constitutes sexual harassment 
of adults.” 

— “We will be always mindful that there 
can be no ‘double life,’ no ‘special circum-
stances,’ no ‘secret life’ in the practice of 
chastity.” 

— Quoting from the 2004 Vatican di-
rectory for the pastoral ministry of bishops, 
“Apostolorum Successores,” and Pope Francis’ 
May “motu proprio,” titled “Vos Estis Lux 
Mundi” (“You are the light of the world”), 
“our first response will be to provide for the 
pastoral care of the person who is making 
the allegation, as well as follow 

Bishops pass 10‐point plan to acknowledge ‘episcopal commitments’

10-point, continued on  
page 21
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the established church and civil proce-
dures to investigation. This will be done in 
cooperation with lay experts and civil au-
thorities.” 

— Participate in gatherings “in regard to 
best practices in dealing with sexual abuse 
of minors, and sexual misconduct with or 
sexual harassment of adults.” 

— When proposing names of potential 
future bishops, “we will offer candidates 
truly suitable for the episcopacy.” 

Cardinal Tobin told his fellow bishops 
June 11 that it was “the expressed desire” of 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
“to include bishops in the requirements of 
the Charter (Charter for the Protection of 
Children and Young People), approved in 
2002) in a way that didn’t require a change 

in the Essential Norms,” also passed in 
2002 and are considered particular church 
law for the United States. 

It represents, he said, “a pledge to hold 
ourselves and one another to complying 
fully to the ‘Statement of Episcopal Com-
mitment,’” also approved in 2002. “We can’t 
immediately change the Essential Norms, 
but we have the possibility of taking what 
is said in the charter and applying it to our-
selves.” 

Following a question posed June 13, he 
said he sees no contradiction between  
“Affirming Our Episcopal Commitments” 
and the “Statement of Episcopal Commit-
ment,” nor was the former meant to replace 
the latter. “It is on ourselves to uphold our 
standards,” he added.

10-point, continued from page 20
WRC  21June  2019



22  WRC June  2019

Website: www.wsdcf.org

10 E. Mall Dr., Suite B, Rapid City, SD, 57701 

Phone: 605-721-6843 (Mailing): PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709

Curia Corner - ‘Up the Downhill Side’ with Ruby Lee
PRESERVING A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY, 
BY KATHY CORDES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST

Note: Ruby M. Lee was a resident of Rapid 
City since 1941, a member of the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help and court St. Rita 
of the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. She 
appeared as a columnist for the West River 
Catholic from 1975-1982.   

A smattering of her writings from “Up the 
Downhill Side,” follows, and once again, she 
appears as a guest columnist, posthumously, for 
the Curia Corner. I can hear my own grand-
mother’s voice in Ruby Lee!  

Sacrifice!  
I believe in it, don’t you? What can I find 

to sacrifice? I would gain no glory by giving 
away those things I’ve grown tired of, even 
if it helps the church.  We can give the 
church money. That dirty old money every-
one says is laden with germs of all kinds.   

Don’t wash it first before putting it in 
your billfold. Let another person risk infec-
tion by handling it. They won’t’ mind. We 
can get rid of the dirty old stuff by dropping 
it in the collection plate, saving enough to 
pay our bills, naturally. With that germy 
money we can send along a prayer that 
those who benefit will be blessed by our 
Lord. (August 1976)   

 Where did May go?  
The month of May didn’t register on my 

consciousness nor did any of the summer 
months and I may have missed them all. 
Now, I shall try and make them up to  
myself. I was taught about the virgin birth 
and Mary, the mother and I believed. But it 

didn’t make much of an 
impression until the 
month of May for that 
is when my first-born 
son appeared. I was also 
a mother!  Mary was a 
mother! We had some-
thing in common and I 
could tell her of my joy! 
She listened and told 
me of her joy at the 
birth of her son. Fanci-
ful! Somewhat. I came 
to love the mother of my 
Lord in a way as she 
ought to be loved by all peoples. Once, now 
with two sons, they both caught whooping 
cough. I was in agony at their suffering. I 
ran to our Blessed Mother. “Dear Mother 
of God,” I cried, “let me offer you my son 
in every way but please give me his life.” 
They have many years of credit now; they 
grew well and strong. In these later years the 
thought of my blessing has closed around 
me, thrusting out all thoughts of anger, self-
ishness, pride and envy.   

Our Lady of Joy taught me this: from a 
short lifetime of many sad happenings, she 
saw the ultimate the awful death of her son. 
At the end she regained the presence of her 
Son again.    

What a life after which to pattern our 
own lives! Without saying a word aloud, we 
will make the presence of a prayerful heart 
felt to others. ( July 1978) 

Love one another — touch hands 
I was introduced to the pious custom of 

wearing a badge of the  
Sacred Heart early in my 
Catholic life. I wore the 
badge but couldn’t bear to 
look at it. I asked a good 
priest the cause of my turn-
ing away. He said, “Say your 
prayers to the Sacred Heart. 
Prayer is always helpful,” he 
added. “The picture and 
badge you wear calls to 
mind that the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus is burning with the 
love for all of us.”  

A heart burning forever 
for me and all creation! What a beautiful 
thought. Love. That was the key word I had 
wanted to hear but didn’t know how to ask! 
… I loved my family, but it was all so differ-

ent from the love emanating from the burn-
ing heart of Christ. I began to love in a 
greater way. I must call it supernatural love 
for this kind of love demands no love in re-
turn.   

Touch hands — this is one of the most 
beautiful customs coming from Vatican II. 
Touch hands with a gentle clasp, a gentle 
touching, a smile, the showing of love is es-
sential. We greet our own family and our 
friends with a happy shout. Most of us 
Catholic have put away the Catholic things 
in our homes which were visual thoughts of 
love. We no longer greet friends as the last 
generation did with “May God care for you 
and HIS love be with you.” Our actions 
must portray our love. Love is necessary in 
everything we do. Show it. TOUCH 
HANDS! (May 1978)

Ruby Lee’s headshot from her  
column “Up the Downhill Side” 
(File photo)

Employment Opportunity 
Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation 

Administrative Assistant 
The position plays a key role in administration, marketing, fundraising and special 
events for the Western South Dakota Foundation. The successful applicant will  
possess exceptional organizational skills and will have extensive experience with 
current computer programs and database management. The candidate will also  
display outstanding interpersonal and communication skills that will promote the 
mission of the Western South Dakota Foundation. 
 
This is an 80% position that could develop into full-time.  
Competitive salary and benefits package are available. 
 
Contact Tim Henderson at 605-721-6843 with questions or 
see wsdcf.org/about/staff/ for an application and job  
description. 
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Confirmation Preparation 
Have a student preparing for confirmation? Want to learn more about the sacrament? 
Watch for this Q&A featuring questions for confirmands from Bishop Robert Gruss.  

What are the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit? Define each 
of these gifts, give an example of how the gift might be 
used in your own life. 
Wisdom: The ability to judge correctly our experiences and those events occurring around 
us. Wisdom helps us to know and love God and the mysteries of God. 
Understanding: Helps us to grasp the meaning of the truths of the faith revealed to us by 
God more easily and profoundly and to appreciate them. 
Knowledge: Enables us to use created things wisely and as God intended, so that they will 
lead us to God. Knowledge helps us to see things as God sees them and so to see God’s 
plan even in difficult times.  
Counsel: Helps us to make wise decisions, to choose promptly, correctly, and according to 
the will of God. 
Fortitude: Strength of character. Fortitude gives us courage and makes us steadfast in the 
faith and faithful to God in times of struggle or temptation. It helps us to persevere in what 
is right and to endure trials and difficulties.   
Piety: Leads us to a true love of God as our merciful father and of all people as his children. 
Piety teaches us what it means and gives us joy to be children of God. It leads us to show 
our love and affection for God and others and to be obedient to God.  
Fear of the Lord: Awe or reverence for the all-powerful and loving God. Fear of the Lord is a 
fear to offend God or to do anything against his will. It leads us to know the evil of sin and 
detest it, and it leads us to adore God with humility.  
YouCat (310): What are the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit? 
The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude,  
knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. With these the Holy Spirit “endows” Christians, in 
other words, he grants them particular powers that go beyond their natural aptitudes and 
gives them the opportunity to become God’s special instruments in the world  
1830-1831, 1845). 
We read in one of Paul’s letters: “To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, 
and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same spirit, to another faith by 
the same spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one spirit, to another the work of miracles, 
to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various 
kinds of tongues, to another the interpretations of tongues (1 Cor 12:8-10).

Court St. Rita # 916, Catholic Daughters of the  
Americas is proud to award the Ed and Janet  
Hubbeling Scholarship in the amount of $1000 to 
Rachel McCormick. Rachel is a graduating Senior 
from Stevens High School and a member of Blessed 
Sacrament Church. She will use her scholarship to  
attend Mt. Marty College in Yankton, where she plans 
to pursue a degree in nursing.  
(Courtesy photo)

CDA Scholarship Winner Announced

First graduation ceremony at Sapa Un Academy 
   Lydia Whirlwind Soldier and Jacob Bolts at the first 8th grade graduation  
ceremony at the Sapa Un Academy at the St. Francis Mission. Both students started 
with the school when Sapa Un first opened in September 2013. The ceremony  
featured Rodney Bordeaux as the speaker and the Red Leaf singers. Dave Espinoza 
led the feather tying ceremony. After graduation, families and guests gathered for a 
meal. 
    “Lydia and Jacob have a very bright future ahead of them,” staff said about the 
students in an email. “We wish you both the best of luck and always, always want 
you to remember that our doors here at Sapa Un will always be open to you! Thank 
you both for everything you have taught us and have left us with. You will be missed 
dearly but never forgotten!! We love you guys!” (Courtesy photos) 
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MOVIE REVIEW

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Individu-
alism and consumerism undermine the 
most basic rules of coexistence and chal-
lenge the principles of cooperation and mu-
tual understanding promoted by Catholic 
education, Pope Francis said. 

“The culture of indifference, which en-
velops relations between individuals and 
peoples, as well as the care of the common 
home, also corrodes the sense of human-
ism,” the pope said in a June 8 video mes-
sage to participants at a three-day 
conference sponsored by the International 
Office for Catholic Education. 

A “synergy of the various educational re-
alities” is needed to confront this challenge, 
the pope said, and particularly requires 
working with families where one “learns to 
come out of one's self and place oneself in 
front of the other, to listen, to share, to sup-
port, to respect, to help, to coexist.” 

The international congress focused heav-
ily on Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudato Si” 
and “on the contribution of the Catholic 
schools of the world to educate to solidarity, 
humanism and the safeguarding” of cre-
ation. 

Catholic educational institutions, Pope 
Francis said in his message, are called to 
build a humanism that “proposes a vision of 
society centered on the human person and 
his or her inalienable rights” and capable “of 
instilling a soul in the same economic 
progress so that it may be aimed at the pro-

Catholic education key to  
fighting indifference, pope says

motion of every man and woman in their 
entirety. 

“This humanistic perspective today can-
not fail to include ecological education, 
which promotes a covenant between hu-
manity and the environment, at the differ-
ent levels of ecological balance: the interior 
one with one's self, the one in solidarity 
with others, the natural one with all living 
beings and the spiritual one with God,” the 
pope said. 

Applauding the conference participant's 
efforts to develop a humanistic approach to 
education, the pope said that it was a diffi-
cult challenge, “which certainly cannot be 
tackled alone and in isolation” but must be 
confronted through “a work of discern-
ment” as well as by “drawing from the great 
testimonies of the saints and holy educa-
tors, whose example is a beacon that can il-
luminate your service.” 

Pope Francis said that Catholic educa-
tors are called to collaborate in “the growth 
process of humanity” through their profes-
sionalism and the consistent witness of 
their lives “to help young people become 
active builders of a more fraternal and 
peaceful world.” 

“In a particular way,” he said, “Catholic 
educational institutions have the mission 
of offering horizons that are open to tran-
scendence so that Catholic education can 
make a difference by cultivating spiritual 
values in young people.”

Men in Black: International (Columbia) 
Amusing and stylish sci-fi comedy teams an avid rookie (Tessa 
Thompson) and an experienced agent (Chris Hemsworth) on the 
titular secret force dedicated to regulating human interactions 
with aliens as they hunt down the extraterrestrials who  
assassinated a royal visitor from a distant planet. Director F. 
Gary Gray's globetrotting reboot of a franchise that kicked off in 
1997, which also features Liam Neeson as the head of the 
agency's London office, is a pleasant, lightweight diversion bris-
tling with fun gadgetry and populated by off-beat   creatures, in-
cluding a pawn from a chess set (voice of Kumail Nanjiani) who 
aids the main duo. The combat is thoroughly stylized and the 
mutual attraction between the leads never even reaches the hand-holding stage, though 
Hemsworth's character has a bizarre encounter with an alien offscreen. While that, together 
with the sometimes-dicey dialogue, indicates this is best for mature audiences, it's possibly 
acceptable for older adolescents. Much bloodless violence, a couple of gruesome images, 
implied nonmarital sexual activity, a few mild oaths, language. The Catholic News Service 
classification is A-III — adults. The Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13 — 
parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children under 13.
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