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…that they may be right.
…that they may be the 

same.
…that they may be ONE





















Orthodox or Dissenting

Objective Teachings & Subjective Experiences

Sacred and Secular

Immanent and the Transcendent

Body Politic and the Body Mystical

Magisterial Teachings and Pastoral Practices



Metaxy





UNITY…work on the structures in parish 
and diocesan life, needed to connect head 
and body; connect parishes as the body of 
the local church with its apostolic head as 
the bishop.
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Healing is not amnesia

Forgiveness is not forgetting





As God has done in the past, 

God is doing today and 

will d
o every d

ay to
 come.



Awareness is painful. It 
includes genuine humiliation 
and debasement when today’s 
understanding, judges 
yesterday’s history.











We can rightly want to restore
the Church’s moral authority 
in THIS AMERICAN SOCIETY. 
We have lost it! Now what do we do? Now 
the ability to decry vice and order 
obedience is only preaching to the 
choir. 
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Apologetics requires charity
Righteousness without wrath
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CATHOLIC CULTURE
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CATHOLIC CULTURE



Perfunctory Explanations

Insensitivity or Ignorance 

Don’t Push Where the Spirit is Leading



CATHOLIC CULTURE
Since in this present chapter of the Church, the power 
of sin through acts of grace evil have come from the 

priesthood, it is all the more reason that from the 
priesthood come the effort needed, by the grace of 

God, to rebuild and be ourselves symbols of the 
greater love of Christ over sin and evil. 

Ideological Divisions



As priests, we have every worldly reason to be 
divided, disillusioned and down-hearted. It is a 
sign of HOPE and witness to the greater power 
of CHRIST when we are none of those things. 

People need to see that the priests of the 
Church are united in fraternity and renewed in 

pastoral zeal. 



People need to see that the 
priests of the Church, in unity with the bishop, are
emboldened with 

a diocesan–wide vision
& have a plan to carry out

the mission 
of CHRIST in this day, in this age, in this local 

CHURCH.
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CATHOLIC CULTURE

The virtue of charity is most 
evident when my gifts are offered 
because of my need to make the 
sacrifice…I need to make that 
investment in my parish…in 
offering my gifts I am following the 
Lord…



CATHOLIC CULTURE

Charity elevates us above and 
beyond the divisions of the world and 

transforms us into one body, 
the Mystical Body of Christ



CATHOLIC CULTURE

…invites a greater participation
by the laity in the life and 

leadership of the Church... 
ordered and offered within the 

structure of the Church to 
maintain unity in Head and 

Body. 



CATHOLIC CULTURE

Greater participation leads 
to ongoing conversion and a sense of 
responsibility for the life of the Church
in each parish and through the 
diocese. 



CATHOLIC               CULTURE

Ecclesiology
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CATHOLIC CULTURE
The Diocese of Rapid City and my Parish…
…working for justice,

growing in holiness,
actively participating in mission of Jesus 

through the ministries of the Church
in communion with each other & the bishop, 

united in the Church.





How am I serving the unity of 
the Church? 

How am I a messenger of 
the Good News of the 
Gospel and a agent of 

unity?



We, the people of the Diocese of Rapid 
City, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit, are called to attract and form 
intentional disciples who JOYFULLY, 
boldly, and lovingly proclaim and live 
the mission of JESUS CHRIST 
leading to eternal life. 


