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Upcoming... 
Holy Hour for  
Ordinations,  
Monday, May 27 
Ordination to  
Priesthood  
for Deacon Zane Pekron, 
Tuesday, May 28.  
(See p. 4)

Inside

Our Lady of Silence 
May is a Marian month in the Roman Catholic Church. The 

icon above is by Sr. Mary Catherine Jacobs, a hermit living in the 
Diocese of Rapid City. The orignal was painted by the  
Benedictines from the convent of Mater Ecclesiae, on the island 
of San Giulio, Lake Orta, Italy. Various reports say Pope Francis 
has referred to the icon to discourage gossip in general and  
encourage silence in Mass.  

While Catholics do not worship Mary, she is venerated as the 
“Mother of God.” Important Marian celebrations in May include 
May Crownings — a centuries old tradition wherein children place 
crowns of flowers on statues of Mary; May 13, Our Lady of Fa-
tima, recognizing Marian apparitions at Fatima, Portugal in 1917; 
and the May 31, feast of the Visitation of Mary to her cousin Eliza-
beth. Sr. Mary Catherine’s artwork is available at the Terra Sancta 
Retreat Center, Rapid City. (Courtesy photo)

Bishop Robert Gruss  
Proclaims Year of the  
Eucharist, p. 2 
June 23, Opening Mass,  
p. 4

Invitation to the  
Ordination to Priesthood 
 of Dcn. Zane Pekron, p. 4 
Holy Week, p. 12 
Joining the Church, p. 13 
Black Elk  — Conclusion of 
the Diocesan Phase for  
Canonization Mass 
Tuesday, June 25, p. 14

BY FR. MICHEL MULLOY 
VICAR GENERAL 

In January the West River 
Catholic broke a story about the 
new diocesan pastoral center. The 
Diocese of Rapid City purchased 
the former Black Hills Federal 
Credit Union building on the east 
end of Main Street in March. Al-
though the original plans, devel-
oped before the Living the 
Mission Campaign started in the 
diocese, called for a new Pastoral 
Center to be built on the campus 
of Terra Sancta, Bishop Robert 
Gruss did not stop looking for a 
suitable facility that would house 
the chancery staff. The credit 
union building has adequate space.  

The credit union has moved to 
their new location. The bishop, 
vicar general, Chancellor Mar-
garet Simonson and the Chief  

Finance Officer Rick Soulek have 
been meeting with ARC Interna-
tional, an architecture firm. The 
diocese also hired Rangel Con-
struction to manage the renova-
tion. This group is working on the 
plans for remodeling this newly 
acquired facility so that it will best 
accommodate the chancery staff. 
The first draft of the renovation 
plan was shared with the full 
chancery staff to receive their 
input. Once the design is com-
plete, the remodeling will begin. 
The projected date for the con-
struction to commence is mid-
August.  

The building has two floors 
and a half basement. The base-
ment  will  be  used  primarily for 

May 15, Chancery employees Mark Hazel, facilities director; and Deacon 
Greg Sass, Director of the Permanent Diaconate and Lay Ministry Forma-
tion; review the preliminary plans for remodeling the former credit union. 
(WRC photo)

Living the Mission

Pastoral Center plans take shape

Pastoral Center, Continued, p. 7



“Once you understand the Eucharist, you can never leave 
the Church. Not because the Church won’t let you, but 
because your heart won’t let you.” 

 
We just recently celebrated the greatest event in human 

history — the depth of the Father’s love for us in the suffer-
ing, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In giving away 
his Son, the Father’s only and deepest desire was and is to 
have a relationship with those whom he has called his own 
— each and every one of us.  

As the mystical body of Christ, in our Catholic commu-
nities, each week we gather to experience this reality in the 
celebration of the most holy Eucharist. Far from being 
merely an event that we attend, it is here, in this sacramen-
tal moment, where each of us is drawn into this great mys-
tery of love.  

In order to draw us more deeply into this mystery, I have 
called for a Holy Year of the Eucharist in the Diocese of 
Rapid City. Unlike recent holy years, such as the Year of 
Faith and the Year of Mercy, this was not initiated by  
the Holy Father for the Church around the world. It is in-
tended to invite each of us in western South Dakota to a 
deeper experience of encounter with Christ. 

Because sin has entered into the world, humanity has 
fallen far from God’s graces, keeping us from that original 
holiness and thus subjecting us to “eternal” death. Our 
Catholic faith proclaims a “good news” and gives us an an-
swer of hope that death does not have the last word. God’s 
compassion toward us and his mercy are infinite. “But God 
has proved his love for us. While we were still sinners Christ 
was sent into the world by the Father to die for us. How much 
more then, since we are now justified by his blood, will we be 
saved through him from the wrath (Rom 5:8-9).”  

Through his death on the Cross, Jesus presented to the 
Father in heaven his perfect homage and obedience as repa-
ration for humanity’s disobedience and sin. Jesus offered 
himself on the Cross for each of us, fulfilling his own words, 
“No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends” ( Jn 15:13). Christ’s complete act of charity towards 
humanity allows us the opportunity to re-establish an  
authentic relationship with God and grow towards that 
original holiness. 

This saving action of Jesus Christ is re-presented each 
time the Eucharist is celebrated. “It is Christ himself, the 
eternal priest of the New Covenant who, acting through 
the ministry of the priest, offers the Eucharistic sacrifice. 
And it is the same Christ, really present under the species 
of bread and wine, who is the offering of the Eucharistic 
sacrifice.”  

The Church fathers of the Second Vatican Council pro-
claimed that the Eucharistic sacrifice is “the source and 
summit of the Christian life.” The Church draws her very 
life from the Eucharist. The other sacraments and all the 
works of the Church flow from and are directed toward this 
great mystery. 

The Church’s mission, our mission, flows from the mis-
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sion of Christ: “As the Father has sent me, even so I send you” 
( Jn 20:21). From the Eucharist, the Church draws her spir-
itual power and then is sent on mission to “go therefore and 
make disciples” (Mt 28-19). The Eucharist comes to be “both 
the source and the summit of all evangelization, since its 
goal is the communion of mankind with Christ and in him 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit.”   

Our union with Christ in the Eucharist, both a gift and 
grace, makes it possible for us, in him, to embrace fully his 
mission of love and mercy. When we come to understand 
this great mystery celebrated in the Eucharist and partici-
pate fully each time we gather, our lives will never be the 
same. We come to understand more deeply the Father’s love 
for us in Christ Jesus. Our desire for spiritual union with 
the Lord deepens. Our own sacrificial love intensifies and 
expands. Our aspiration to serve the Lord grows. These are 
the very fruits of our holy Communion.  

Dear brothers and sisters, I have often thought of how 
the Lord Jesus desires to bring us, individually and com-
munally, deeper into this love relationship. When we deeply 
encounter Love, we are transformed by it, and become like 
the Lover.  

As shepherd of the Diocese of Rapid City, I long to help 
others come to know and experience Jesus in a more per-
sonal and life-changing way, especially through the cele-
bration of the Sunday Mass.  

Over the past many years, there has been a decline in 
Mass attendance around the world. Half of all baptized 
Catholics in the United States who have left the Church 
now declare no church affiliation. Every family knows of 
people who no longer regularly attend Mass or have fallen 
away from the Church altogether. Perhaps it is because they 
have no clear understanding of the Eucharist, the Church’s 
greatest treasure. Or perhaps they came to Mass but did 
not give themselves over to this beautiful encounter with 
Love.  

If not attended to, our faith can “become like smoldering 
cinders or embers — weakened by sin and secularism. It 
must be reawakened, fanned into flame. We must help 
Christians to encounter once again, this Jesus, especially 
those who have left the Church.”  The Year of the Eucharist 
is meant to help awaken the hearts of all Catholics across 
the Diocese of Rapid City, deepening the desire for Jesus 
in all of us. Celebrating this Year of the Eucharist is meant 
to help us come to a deeper understanding, appreciation, 
and experience of the Church’s greatest treasure.  

This Holy Year of the Eucharist will commence on Sun-
day, June 23, 2019, the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 

and Blood of Christ, and will conclude on 
that same Solemnity, Sunday, June 14, 
2020.  

Over the course of this year, the focus 
of the spiritual life of the diocese will be 
oriented towards the importance of the 
holy Eucharist in our lives as Catholics. 
All adult and youth religious education 
will give attention to some aspect of the 
Holy Eucharist — the Mass, its meaning 
and importance; Eucharistic Adoration; 
etc. Materials have been prepared for use 
in all parishes to help the faithful come to 
a deeper understanding and experience of 
this great gift so that the Eucharist will always be held in 
highest honor,received devoutly and frequently, and  
worshiped with supreme adoration. These materials will also 
assist pastors in carrying out their responsibility to teach 
the faithful diligently about this area of sacramental life. 

By giving the Eucharist the prominence it deserves, we 
will show that we are attentive to the importance of the 
greatness of this gift Jesus left us. Over the course of this 
year, we will recall in more intentional ways the central 
event of history of our Catholic faith — Christ offering 
himself on the cross, the acceptable sacrifice which is made 
present each and every time the holy Eucharist is cele-
brated. This is at the heart of the Gospel and the living  
Tradition of the Church. Christ has promised to be with us 
always (Mt 28:20), and he is to be known, loved and imi-
tated. The holy Eucharist brings us into communion with 
him, enabling us to live with him in the life of the Trinity, 
and to not only be transformed by this love, but, with him, 
to transform the world through our lives made holy by this 
union. 

We must remember that we are never alone because 
through the humble signs of bread and wine, changed into 
his body and blood, Christ walks beside us as our food for 
the journey, strengthening us to become, for everyone,  
witnesses of love and hope for the world.  

As we begin the Year of the Eucharist, let us not forget 
Mary, Mother of the Eucharist. We ask her to intercede for 
us and assist us in meeting her Son in the Eucharist.  Every 
time we approach Jesus in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, 
we turn to her who received the lifeless body of her son, and 
so received Christ’s sacrifice for the whole Church. In her, 
the world is renewed in Christ’s love. Mary, Mother of the 
Eucharist, pray for us.  

 
Given in Rapid City, on 27 April, the Vigil of the Second 

Sunday of Easter, or the Sunday of Divine Mercy, in the year 
of our Lord 2019, the eighth year of my Episcopacy. 

+Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss 
Bishop of Rapid City 
 
Video of text read by Bishop Gruss: 
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/year-of-eucharist/

The Announcement of the Year of the Eucharist

Bishop  
Robert Gruss 

 
Diocese of 
Rapid City
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Fr. Tony Grossenburg is 
released from  
assignment as Pastor 
of the Parishes of  
St. Mary in Lemmon, 
Sacred Heart in  
Morristown,  
St Bonaventure in 
McIntosh and  
St. Michael in Watauga 
and is assigned as  

Pastor of the Parishes of St. Patrick in Wall 
and St. Margaret in Lakeside for six years. 
 

 
Fr. Dan Juelfs is  
released from assign-
ment as Administrator 
of the Parishes of  
St. Patrick in Wall and 
St. Margaret in  
Lakeside and is  
assigned as Adminis-
trator of the Parishes 
of St. Mary in  
Lemmon, Sacred Heart 

in Morristown, St. Bonaventure in McIntosh 
and St. Michael in Watauga for one year. 
 

 
Fr. Ed Vanorny’s assign-
ment as Administrator 
for the Parishes of St. 
Anthony in Buffalo, St. 
Isidore in Ralph and 
Blessed Sacrament in 
Bison is extended 
through June 30, 
2020. 

Priest Assignments_____________________________________________

Fr. John Paul Trask is 
released from assign-
ment as Parochial Vicar 
of the Parishes of  
St. Joseph in Spearfish 
and St. Paul in Belle 
Fourche and is  
assigned as Parochial 
Vicar of the Parishes on 
the  Cheyenne River 
Reservation: All Saints 

in Eagle Butte, Immaculate Conception in 
Bridger, St. Joseph in Cherry Creek, Sacred 
Heart in Dupree, St. Catherine in Promise, 
Sacred Heart in Red Scaffold, St. Joseph in 
Ridgeview, and St. Therese in White Horse. 
 
 

 
Fr. Mark Horn, Adminis-
trator of the Parishes of 
St. Rose of Lima in Hill 
City and Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel in  
Keystone is named as 
Pastor of the same 
parishes for an  
additional five years 
with no change in his 
part time assignments 

to the Tribunal and the Hispanic Community. 
 

 
Newly ordained (on 
May 28) Fr. Zane 
Pekron is assigned as 
Parochial Vicar of the 
Parishes of St. Joseph 
in Spearfish and St. 
Paul in Belle Fourche. 

After hearing the advice of the Diocesan 
Consultors, Bishop Robert Gruss has made 
the following appointments effective  

July 1, 2019.

Update on Fr. Marcin Garbacz 
It has been recently reported that Father Marcin Garbacz was arrested May 10 at the Seattle 

airport by a special agent with the IRS. According to the report, he has been charged with federal 
wire fraud for allegedly stealing about $150,000 in donations in the Diocese of Rapid City be-
tween July 2012 and April 2018 and depositing the cash into his personal account.  

According to the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Rapid City, Fr. Garbacz will be extradited from the 
state of Washington to South Dakota in a few weeks to face charges. 

He was suspended from ministry in May 2018 by Bishop Robert Gruss stemming from an 
incident of theft at St. Therese the Little Flower Parish in Rapid City. Following this suspension, 
he entered a six-month treatment program in Saint Louis, Mo. In November 2018, he departed 
the program prior to completion and moved to Seattle, Wash. Father Garbacz’s decision to leave 
the program and move out of state were in direct violation of his letter of suspension and in 
disobedience to the bishop.  

Father Garbacz, a Polish immigrant, was ordained for the Diocese of Rapid City in October 
2004. He became a U.S. citizen July 2, 2014. According to the report, he could face up to 20 
years in prison if convicted. 

The Diocese of Rapid City was unaware that any investigation was taking place by the IRS. 

May 21, Tuesday 
Clergy Days, Terra Sancta 
 
May 22, Wednesday 
Clergy Days, Terra Sancta 
2 p.m. St. Thomas More Middle School 
Graduation, Cathedral  
 
May 23, Thursday 
Clergy Days, Terra Sancta 
2 p.m. Western S.D. Catholic Founda-
tion Open House, 10 E. Mall Dr, Suite B, 
Rapid City 
 
May 26, Sunday 
2 p.m. St. Thomas More High School 
Graduation, Cathedral  
 
May 27, Monday  
Chancery Closed for Memorial Day 
4 p.m. Vocations Cookout, Canyon Lake 
Park 
6:30 p.m. Holy Hour for Vocations, 
Blessed Sacrament 
 
May 28, Tuesday 
7 p.m. Ordination of Deacon Zane 
Pekron to the Priesthood, Cathedral  
 
June 16, Sunday 
10:30 a.m. CT Pre-Confirmation  
Meeting, St. Charles, St. Francis 
11:30 a.m. CT Confirmation Mass,  
St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis 

3 p.m. CT Pre-Confirmation Meeting,  
Immaculate Conception, Winner 
4 p.m. CT Confirmation Mass, Immaculate 
Conception, Winner 
 
June 18, Tuesday 
11 a.m. Presbyteral Council, Chancery  
7 p.m. Theology on Tap, Northern Hills 
Young Adults, Spearfish  
 
June 19, Wednesday 
9:30 a.m. Bishop's Cabinet, Conference 
Room 
6 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Hunger  
Banquet, Cathedral Hall 
  
June 20, Thursday 
9:05 a.m. Real Presence Radio On-Air  
Interview, FM 89.3/94.7 
5:30 p.m. Red Mass, State Bar  
Convention, Cathedral 
  
June 21, Friday 
WSDCF Fishing Tournament, Ft. Pierre 
(See page 11) 
  
June 22, Saturday 
Ride with the Bishop for BHSU Newman 
Center, Spearfish & Hills area 
(See page 24) 
 
June 23, Sunday 
10:30 a.m. Opening Mass for Year of the  
Eucharist, Cathedral 

Bishop’s Calendar  
May 21-June 23, 2019  

Subject to Change without Notice
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With great joy,  
Bishop Robert D. Gruss  

warmly extends to the people of the  
Diocese of Rapid City an invitation to the

Rejoice with us 

All are welcome
Reception to follow in the Cathedral Hall

May 28, 2019, 7 p.m. 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

(520 Cathedral Drive, Rapid City)

Deacon  
Zane Pekron

Ordination to the Priesthood  

Let us give thanks to the Lord  
for those who have responded to his call 

 
Pre-ordination Adoration 
to pray for Deacon Zane Pekron 

and those discerning their vocation 
Monday, May 27 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

at Blessed Sacrament Church 
4500 Jackson Blvd., Rapid City 
Bishop Robert D. Gruss 

will lead us in prayer 
Cake & punch reception to follow — Everyone welcome 

Sponsored by the Office of Vocations 

News

Be merciful ministers of Christ, pope says 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The priesthood is not a “cultural association or a union,” 
but a ministry of mercy anchored on Christ’s mission to bring hope to the downtrodden 
and comfort to those who suffer, Pope Francis told new priests. 

“The Lord wished to save us freely. It was he who told us, ‘Give freely what you have 
received freely.’ The celebration of the Eucharist is the culmination of the Lord’s gratu-
itousness. Please, do not dirty it with petty interests,” he said. 

Celebrating Mass May 12 in St. Peter’s Basilica, Pope Francis ordained 19 new priests: 
11 who studied at three different diocesan seminaries in the city and eight from the Priestly 
Society of the Holy Cross, an association of diocesan clergy associated with Opus Dei. 

Reading the traditional homily from the rite of ordination, the pope reminded the new 
priests of their duties as ministers of Christ and the call to be “men of prayer, men of sac-
rifice so that through the word (of God) and your example you may build the house of 
God, which is the church.” 

However, departing from his prepared remarks, he also urged them to “never tire of 
being merciful.” 

“Through the sacrament of penance, you will forgive sins in the name of God, Christ 
and the church,” the pope said. “Be merciful just as the Father, just as Jesus, has been mer-
ciful with us, with all of us.” 

Be “close to God in prayer, be close to the bishop who is your father, be close to the 
presbytery, close to the other priests as brothers — without speaking ill of each other —
and be close to the people of God,” the pope said. “Always have before your eyes the ex-
ample of the Good Shepherd who came not to be served but to serve and to seek out and 
save what was lost.” 

After the ordination, Pope Francis greeted the faithful waiting in St. Peter’s Square and 
led them in praying the “Regina Coeli” prayer. 

Recalling the Sunday Gospel reading from St. John, in which Jesus tells his disciples 
that “my sheep hear my voice; I know them, and they follow me,” the pope said that the Good 
Shepherd “is attentive to each one of us, he looks for us and loves us.” 

“Let us not forget that Jesus is the only shepherd who speaks to us, who knows us, who 
gives us eternal life and guards us,” he said. 

Reminding the crowd that Sunday also marked the World Day of Prayer for Vocations, 
Pope Francis urged people to pray for “courageous” men and women who are called to the 
priesthood and religious life because “it is always a risk to follow Jesus.”
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BY LAURIE HALLSTROM 
 

“There are many good things happening 
in and because of the Catholic Church,” 
said George Weigel. He is a syndicated 
columnist who wrote “Witness to Hope: 
the Biography of Pope John Paul II” and 
the featured speaker at the annual Catholic 
Social Services Palm Sunday brunch.  

He contradicted social media and the 
blogosphere saying, “It’s important to  
remember, today as we begin Holy Week, 
that the reality of Catholicism in America 
is not just a matter of abusive clerical  
behavior and church misgovernment. In six 
days, tens-of-thousands of adults will be 
baptized or received in full communion 
with the church at Easter Vigil. 

“They will receive the sacraments of  
initiation knowing full well that the church 
is suffering through a major crisis. But they 
will nevertheless become one with us  
because they have found the truth who is 
Jesus Christ in a church that is his body in 
the world. Their courage and confidence  
inCatholicism …  should give each of us  
renewed courage and confidence in a 
Catholic future.” 

Weigel said Catholic seminaries are 
fuller than they have been in decades.  
Virtually all of those seminaries have been 
reformed and while there is room for  
further reform, America’s seminaries are 
models for the world. “They are filled with 
young men who know their vocation is not 
to a life of ease, but to a life of sacrifice  
informed by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ the 
great high priest,” he said, adding  “That 
there has not been a mass exodus from 
American seminaries in light of the  
scandals of the last year, tells us something 
very, very important, and very encouraging 
about those priests in the future and those 
forming them for ministry.” 

He asked the attendees not to forget the 
thousands of good and holy priests already 
at work in parishes and missions in the 
United States. “You cannot blame the 
priests of the United States for the sins and 
crimes of some 4 percent of American 
priests,” he said. He also commended the 
bishops who have worked on authentic  
reform despite the abuses of the clergy and 
failures in leadership and stewardship by 
their brother bishops.  

“We are a church committed to propos-

ing to the world what we believe to be  
liberating truths about salvation and the  
ultimate destiny of human beings,” he said. 
Those truths, he said,  involve salvation and 
redemption at a moment of deep cultural 
confusion and political tensions throughout 
the west; when some are questioning 
whether democracy is worth saving. 

Catholics in America are called to con-
firm counter-cultural ideas, offering skep-
tics a path beyond doubt, offering relativists 
a path beyond the naked role of power,  
offering nihilists a path beyond emptiness. 
“The core of that offer of course hinges on 
friendship with Jesus Christ,” he said. 

According the Weigel, every human 
being has an inherent dignity and value that 
is not given by the state or government.  
That creates moral obligations and respon-
sibilities to defend innocent life, contribute 
to the common good and to live in solidar-
ity with others, “especially others who find 
living their obligations and responsibilities 

difficult,” he said. 
As the biographer of Pope John Paul II,  

he recalled the pontiff thought we should 
think of the poor and disadvantaged as  
people with potential to be unleashed, not 
as problems to be solved. Weigel said CSS 
programs aid in bringing poor and  
disadvantaged people into being full partic-
ipants in society.  

George Weigel and Bishop Robert Gruss  
visiting before the CSS Palm Sunday Brunch.

Jazz band students from St. Thomas More Middle and High School, Rapid City, entertained 
before brunch. They were directed by Lloyd Potter. (WRC photos by Becky Berreth) 

Speaker affirms helping people succeed
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National Diocesan Information Technology Conf. 
 will be hosted by the Diocese of Rapid City 
 
BY RICK SOULECK 
DIOCESAN CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 

If Rapid City looks a bit more technical the week of June 10 it’s due to the arrival of 
Information Technology professionals who support the Catholic Church. The Conference 
is called DISC which stands for Diocesan Information Systems Conference.  

The annual conference is hosted at different dioceses throughout the country each year. 
It is the premier showcase for the use of information technology within the Catholic 
Church at both local and national levels. Those attending DISC are IT directors for 
parishes, schools, dioceses, administrators, clergy, staff and others who explore and expand 
the use of information technology in support of the mission of the church. The attendees 
from across the country will have sessions on technology, security, hardware and software 
solutions. They will also visit Crazy Horse Memorial and Mount Rushmore, showcasing 
the Black Hills of South Dakota.   

In 1985, DISC started when the topic of computer use by dioceses in the United States 
was discussed at the Diocesan Fiscal Managers Conference conventions in the early 1980s. 
There was a great deal of interest in meeting to discuss mutual computer applications and 
developments. So, in December 1981, Ed Faraday of the Diocese of Harrisburg, Pa., invited 
all dioceses to a seminar called S.O.S. or Sharing Our Systems. The seminar was highly suc-
cessful drawing 83 participants from 51 dioceses. 

In the next few years the idea of forming a permanent computer user group was dis-
cussed at the DFMC conventions but questions such as the scope of standardization, hiring 
programmers, etc., were never resolved. 

The dream of sharing software and ideas would not die in the heart of Fr. John Peters 
of the Diocese of El Paso, Texas. In order to get started, in 1985, the Archdiocese of Mil-
waukee, Wisc., offered to host a group of IBM minicomputer users which became known 
as Diocesan IBM Computer Users Group. The idea was to actually show how Milwaukee 
used the equipment and application software. Other dioceses shared their systems as well.   

Since then, DISC and its members have been meeting annually around North America 
at the invitation from the local bishop and diocese. The conference has matured greatly 
since 1985 and has become the technology network for IT professionals who work for the 
Catholic Church in all its areas and ministries.  

This is the first time that the DISC conference has been held in the state of South 
Dakota. For more information please visit the website www.discinfo.org.

Family of the Year 

Del and Joann Solano of St. Therese Church, 
Rapid City, were named Family of the Year at 
the state Knights of Columbus convention 
April 26-28 in Rapid City. The award was pre-
sented by acting State Deputy Gerald  
Dvorak.  
(Courtesy photo) 

Copyright © 2018, United States Conference of  Catholic Bishops, Washington D.C. All rights reserved. Photo: ©Getty Images.
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housing the archives of the diocese. These 
are all the records, both historical and finan-

cial, dioceses are required to keep.  
The first and second floors will have 

enough offices for the chancery staff, cur-
rently about 40 employees, as well as a few 
extra offices for possible expansion of one 
department or another. Most of these of-
fices are already in place. A section of the 
second floor that was previously filled with 
moveable cubicles will be converted to per-
manent offices.  

The second floor will also have a small 
chapel. There are two reasons for this. First 
and foremost, a place to gather for Mass 
and prayer is a strong reminder to the 
chancery staff that our work is grounded in 
our diocesan mission to attract and form 
disciples of Jesus who want to live and pro-
claim the Gospel. In addition, the chapel 

will be used for daily Mass and times of 
prayer for the staff.  

To accommodate meetings and commit-
tee work, the new pastoral center will have 
conferences and meeting rooms. Some of 
these already exist and some will be added 
during the remodeling process.  

The design is simple and functional. This 
will be the place from which the bishop and 
his staff reach out in service to the diocese, 
that is, to all of us. Plans include ways to re-
flect the whole diocese in the artwork of the 
new Pastoral Center.  

As you think about and reflect on your 
contribution to the Living the Mission 
Campaign, realize that the bishop and his 
staff are working to use the gifts that have 
been offered well. The diocese needs a new 
pastoral center and the purchase of this 
credit union facility will allow us to realize 
that aspect of the case elements in the cam-
paign in a cost-effective way.   

Pastoral Center, Continued from p. 1

At the end of March, Bishop Robert Gruss purchased the building vacated by a local credit 
union. (WRC photo)

Susan Safford, Michael Wilhelmi, Dottie Borowski, Tammi Williams and Dionne Eastmo check 
out the future copy/server spaces. (WRC photo) 

Daniel joins Chancery Staff
May 1, Jacques Daniel has been hired to fill the Director of Youth 

and Young Adult Ministry position for the Diocese of Rapid City. He 
is a 1997 graduate of St. Thomas More High School, Rapid City, and 
a 2002 graduate of Black Hills State University, Spearfish, with a de-
gree in Mass Communications and an emphasis in photography. He 
has completed the basic and masters courses for the Veritatis Splendor 
Institute offered by the diocese. Daniel worked as the Director of 
Youth Ministry at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Rapid City, from 2003-08. He has been involved in youth ministry 
throughout the diocese since 2003, a Faith on the Road team member 

since 2014 and the Director of the Rapid City Newman Center 2018-19. Since 2014, he 
has served as a group chief for the Federation of North American Explorers.  

Daniel, his wife, Annie and their family are members of Cathedral Parish. 

Welcome to Our Lord’s Table
Send 1st Communion photos to 
bberreth@diorc.org by Monday, June 17 for 
publication in the July West River Catholic.

Send confirmation photos to 
bberreth@diorc.org for posting on Facebook  
at facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity



cross stands for the suf-
ferings of the world. 
This unique work sym-
bolizes the hope the 
resurrected Christ 
brings to those who 
may feel trapped by the 
barbed wires of fear, 
poverty, injustice, ill-
ness, or despair. It is 
particularly vivid when 
viewed as dawn breaks 
during early morning 
prayer in the Chapel. In 
the darkness, the cross 
is the only part that is 
visible, but as the light 
grows the body of Jesus 
becomes more appar-
ent, reinforcing Christ 
as the light amidst the darkness of our lives 
and as Light of the world.”  

When we returned from our mission 
trip, I noticed that several of our students 
were wearing their Mustard Seed Crosses 
to school, among them Joe Hanson and 
Michael Eastmo. I asked Joe, who will be 
entering the seminary this fall for our dio-
cese, about the wearing of the Mustard 
Seed Cross. Joe responded, “I haven’t taken 
it off. It serves as a constant reminder to me 
of our trip and why I went on it.” 

I pressed Joe a little bit and asked, “Why 
did you go?” He replied, “I went on this trip 
to have the opportunity to serve the most 
vulnerable in Jamaica, but also to help open 
my eyes to the presence of Christ in those 
that I am able to serve. This trip really 
taught me to see Christ in the people that I 
am gifted with the opportunity to serve.” 

Besides hanging out with the residents, 
we also engaged in several work projects: 
painting some residents’ homes, building a 
sidewalk, hanging doors, putting screens on 
windows and purchased and built two per-
sonal energy transportation hand carts. 

In visiting with Mary Casey, who has 
coordinated several of the St. Thomas More 
mission trips and helped this past year, she 
said she would be willing to be the contact 
person and help to coordinate any groups  
looking for a mission trip experience. She 
can be contacted at: mcasey@rccss.org.  

In the words of Pope Francis: “So what 
are we waiting for?” 
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Fr. Mark  
McCormick 

 
Director  
Office of 

Stewardship and  
Vocations 

 
MMcCormick 

@diorc.org

This past Holy Week, I was blessed to be 
part of the St. Thomas More Mission trip 
to the Mustard Seeds Communities in Ja-
maica. One of the great lessons I had to re-
learn once again is that I need to trust God 
completely in his plan for our mission trip. 

No matter how much we organized and 
planned out our trip, in the end, God’s plan 
would turn out much better than we could 
have imagined. It takes eyes of faith to see 
God’s plans unfold before us and one thing 
is for certain: “There are no coincidences 
with God.” 

We left for Jamaica on Saturday, April 
13, and spent over seven hours in the Rapid 
City airport waiting for the thunderstorms 
in the Dallas area to subside. We finally 
made it to Dallas that evening but missed 
our flight to Montego Bay, Jamaica. The 
earliest they could re-book us was Monday 
morning. We prayed as a group in the Dal-
las airport asking that Jesus and Our Lady 
would provide for a way out of the predica-
ment in which we found ourselves. 

We ended up staying at a hotel and rent-
ing four vans for our unplanned “layover” in 
Dallas. Mary Casey, one of the adult lead-
ers, received a text message from a friend of 
hers encouraging us to go to the Cistercian 
Abbey of Our Lady of Dallas for Mass, and 
we decided to go to the Abbey for Palm 
Sunday Mass after viewing beautiful pic-
tures on their website, even though it meant 
driving past a parish only minutes from our 
hotel. 

When we reached the Abbey, Abbott 
Peter happened to catch sight of us as we 
were coming in. He made sure to officially 
welcome us at the opening of the Mass and 
then had Father Anthony give us a tour of 
the Abbey afterward. Father Anthony’s 
parents, who happened to be at Mass as 
well, went and bought donuts for us while 
we were taking a tour of the Abbey.  

As an extra bonus to our time at the 
Abbey with the monks, we were treated to 
three amazing vocational testimonies by 
Father Anthony, Brother Christopher and 
Abbott Peter. It was truly a grace-filled time 
at the Abbey of Our Lady of Dallas and so 
unexpected. Thank you, Lord! 

St. Thomas More High School has been 
sending students on mission trips to the 
Mustard Seed Communities for the last six 
years. Mustard Seed Communities began in 
1978 as a home for a handful of children 

with disabilities who had been abandoned 
to the streets of Jamaica. 

Today, MSC provides loving and life-
long care to over 600 children and adults 
with disabilities, children affected by 
HIV/AIDS, and young mothers in crisis 
across Jamaica, Nicaragua, Dominican Re-
public, Zimbabwe and Malawi. 

As we started the trip, I asked our stu-
dents and adult leaders to name a desire of 
their hearts, to ask from Jesus a grace that 
they wanted him to do for them while on 
this mission trip. Alissa Stephens, a junior, 
shared this desire of her heart: 

“I began to pray about what it was that 
God wanted me to get from this trip. Even-
tually, I realized what I desired was a deeper 
appreciation for the dignity that exists in 
every human being that I encounter. 

“Throughout this trip, I spent numerous 
hours with the mentally and physically 
handicapped residents of the Mustard Seed 
Communities, and it was through doing 
this that I was able to see God’s love con-
stantly at work in them and in all the mem-
bers of the mission team. 

Stephens continued, “Prior to the trip, I 
struggled with being able to look at a cer-
tain people around me and see God in 
them, but now it is much easier for me to 
recognize God’s presence in almost every 
person that I encounter. 

“This trip was an amazing opportunity 
for me to serve others and at the same time,  

grow in my own spiritual life. I can’t wait to 
continue spreading this newfound love that 
I acquired while in Jamaica.” 

Spreading this newfound love is at the 
heart of a missionary disciple who has en-
countered the person of Jesus. Pope Francis 
writes in his encyclical “The Joy of the 
Gospel”: 

“Every Christian is a missionary to the  
extent that he or she has encountered the love 
of God in Christ Jesus: we no longer say that 
we are ‘disciples’ and ‘missionaries,’ but rather 
that we are always ‘missionary disciples.’ If we 
are not convinced, let us look at those first dis-
ciples, who, immediately after encountering the 
gaze of Jesus, went forth to proclaim him joy-
fully: ‘“We have found the Messiah!’ ( Jn 1:41). 
The Samaritan woman became a missionary 
immediately after speaking with Jesus and 
many Samaritans came to believe in him  
‘because of the woman’s testimony’ ( Jn 4:39). 
So too, Saint Paul, after his encounter with 
Jesus Christ, ‘immediately proclaimed Jesus’ 
(Acts 9:20)” (120). 

At the end of the mission trip, we pre-
sented each of our young missionary disci-
ples with the Mustard Seed Cross as a 
reminder to them to proclaim and live Jesus 
Christ and to see Christ in one another. The 
Mustard Seed Cross is indispensable to its 
mission and graces each of their community 
chapels. They describe it in this way: 

“The transparent figure of Jesus repre-
sents the risen Christ and the barbed wire 

St. Thomas More High School students Ian Krump, Patrick Kellar, Rose Wingert and Liam 
McGuire mix cement for a new sidewalk at the Mustard Seed Community in Jamaica.  
(Courtesy photo)

God’s plan turns out much better than we can imagine



Jesus is revealed as the 
beloved Son. The Fa-
ther’s pleasure in his 
Son’s life and teaching 
enlivened Jesus’ life on 
earth. Ultimately, the 
Father gave life back to 
his Son in the resurrec-
tion. 

The relationship of 
God reflected in Jesus is 
one of mutual giving. 
The Son sacrifices his 
life to the Father. The 
Father responds by giv-
ing the Son new life. 
The Holy Spirit em-
powers this exchange as 
the advocate, the coun-
selor, the guide.  

If this is confusing, I would encourage 
you to read it again. Our understanding of 
God is vital for us to understand how we 
encounter Jesus and his Father in the Eu-
charist. We will continue these reflections 
in the coming months of the Year of the 
Eucharist. Consider clipping this article 
out and saving it as a reference for future 
months.  

Learning the Liturgy

Fr. Michel  
Mulloy 

 
Vicar General, 

Diocesan 
Liturgy Director 

 
mmulloy@ 
diorc.org
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The Year of the Eucharist will begin on 
June 23, 2019.  I thought it would be good 
to share with you some insight concerning 
the celebration of the Eucharist. 

I think we need to begin by asking, why 
do I go to Mass? Years ago, a professor an-
swered that question in a way that was clear 
and simple. We go to Mass to encounter 
God. We are seeking an experience of God. 
The bishop’s pastoral letter reminded us that 
God is also seeking an experience with us. 
We often speak of this desire on our part 
and on God’s part as encountering Jesus. So 
how do we encounter God ( Jesus) in the 
Mass? The answer to that question will take 
a while to unpack but it is worth the jour-
ney. We begin in the depth of God as Jesus 
revealed God to us. 

In our faith tradition, our understanding 
of God is that there is one God in three di-
vine persons. There has been a lot of ink 
spilled over trying to explain that under-
standing. Every explanation is bound to be 
incomplete in some way and yet each expla-

nation can open new insight for us as well. 
This is the insight I have learned over the 
years. For some of you reading this, my in-
sight will be familiar. For others it will be 
new. For all of us, I believe it bears repeat-
ing.  

I believe that Jesus told us two things 
about God. First, in God there is real rela-
tionship. In other words, within the life of 
God there is a dynamic dialogue, an inter-
action, a communication between the Fa-
ther, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Second, 
Jesus told us that this real relationship is so 
complete and so intimate, that there is a 
total oneness in Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. There are parameters for thinking 

about and speaking about the Trinity. So, 
what does this relationship of Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit look like? How can we 
characterize it in a way that makes sense? 

To answer this question, we need to look 
at Jesus’ life. God became man in Jesus of 
Nazareth. We can then assume that the way 
Jesus the Son related to God the Father in 
his life on earth reflects the relationship 
within God. Jesus’ life is best understood as 
sacrifice. In his life and ministry on earth, 
Jesus sacrificed himself to God the Father. 
This was made clear in his death on the 
cross. His words in the garden express the 
essence of his life. “Father ... not my will but 
yours be done,” (Lk 22:42). Jesus’ relationship 
to the Father was one of sacrificial giving. 

Jesus lived this life of sacrifice through, 
with and in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Through the Spirit, Jesus was conceived. 
Through the Spirit, he was gifted with wis-
dom and teaching authority. The Spirit de-
scended on him at his baptism and he lived 
his public life in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Finally, in his death, he gave us his 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit enabled and em-
powered Jesus to give himself to the Father. 

The Father’s response to his Son’s sacri-
fice was to give life back to the Son. Both 
at Jesus’ baptism and at the transfiguration, 

What is the relationship between Father, Son and Holy Spirit?



We don’t know how 
to celebrate things as 
they’re meant to be cel-
ebrated. We want to, 
but mostly we don’t 
know how. Generally 
we celebrate badly. 
How do we normally 
celebrate? By overdoing 
things; by taking a lot 
of the things we ordi-
narily do — drinking, 
eating, talking, singing, 
and humoring, and 
bringing them to ex-
cess. For most of us, 
celebration means eat-
ing too much, drinking 
too much, singing too 

loudly, telling one joke too many, and hop-
ing that somewhere in all that excess we will 
find the secret to make this occasion ex-
traordinary. 

We have this odd idea that we can find 
special joy and delight by pushing things 
beyond their normal limits. But there’s pre-
cious little real delight in this. Heightened 
enjoyment is found in connecting with oth-
ers more deeply, in feeling our lives ex-
panded, and in experiencing love and 
playfulness in a special way. But that doesn’t 
happen in a frenzy. Hence our celebrations 
are mostly followed by a hangover, physical 
and emotional.  Why? Why is genuine cel-
ebration so hard to do? 

Perhaps the main reason is that we 
struggle congenitally to simply enjoy things, 
to simply take life, pleasure, love, and enjoy-
ment as gracious and free gifts from God, 
pure and simple. It’s not that we lack the ca-
pacity for this. God has given us this gift. 
More at issue is the fact that our capacity to 
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Monthly Message From Our Lady 
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady appears to the Medjugorje  

visionary Marija to give us her message. 
 

Prayer Intentions of the Holy Father 
JUNE

For more information, go to: 
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG 

In Exile

Fr. Ron  
Rolheiser 

 
President  

Oblate School of 
Theology 

San Antonio, TX 
 

www.ronrol 
heiser.com

Our struggle for proper celebration

enjoy is often mixed with inchoate feelings 
of guilt about experiencing pleasure (and 
the greater the pleasure, the deeper our feel-
ing of guilt.) Among other things, because 
of this, we often struggle to enjoy what’s le-
gitimately given us by God because, con-
sciously or unconsciously, we feel that our 
experience of pleasure is somehow “stealing 
from God.” This is an uneasiness that par-
ticularly afflicts sensitive and moral souls. 
Somehow, in the name of God, we struggle 
to give ourselves full permission to enjoy, 
and this leaves us prone to excess (which is 
invariably a substitute for genuine enjoy-
ment). 

Whatever the reasons, we struggle with 
this and thus many of us go through life de-
prived of a healthy capacity to enjoy, and 
since nature will still have its way, we end 
up alternating between rebellious enjoy-, 
ment (pleasure we steal from God, but feel 
guilty about) and dutiful discipline (which 

we do without a lot of delight).  But we’re 
rarely able to genuinely celebrate. We rarely 
find the genuine delight we are looking for 
in life and this pushes us into pseudo-cele-
bration, namely, excess. Put simply, because 
we struggle to give ourselves permission to 
enjoy, ironically we tend to pursue enjoy-
ment too much and often not in the right 
ways. We confuse pleasure with delight, ex-
cess with ecstasy, and the obliteration of 
consciousness with heightened awareness. 
Because we cannot simply enjoy, we go to 
excess, burst our normal limits, and hope 
that obliterating our awareness will 
heighten it.  

And yet, celebrate we must. We have an 
innate need to celebrate because certain 
moments and events of our lives (e.g., a 
birthday, a wedding, a graduation, a com-
mitment, an achievement, or even a funeral) 
simply demand it. They demand to be sur-
rounded with rituals which heighten and 
intensify their meaning and they demand 
that they be shared in a special, highlighted 

way with others. What we cease to celebrate 
we will soon cease to cherish. 

The same is true of some of our deeper 
loving, playful, and creative moments. They 
too demand to be celebrated: highlighted, 
widened, and shared with others. We have 
an irrepressible need to celebrate, that’s 
good. Indeed the need for ecstasy is hard-
wired into our very DNA. But ecstasy is 
heightened awareness, not obliterated con-
sciousness. Celebration is meant to intensify 
our awareness, not deaden it. The object of 
celebration is to highlight certain events 
and feelings so as to share them with others 
in an extraordinary way. But, given our mis-
understandings about celebration, we 
mostly make pseudo-celebration, that is, we 
overdo things to a point where we take our 
own awareness and our awareness of the oc-
casion out of the equation. 

We have a lot to overcome in our strug-
gle to come to genuine celebration. We still 
need to learn that heightened enjoyment is 
not found in excess, deeper community is 
not found in mindless intimacy, and height-
ened awareness is not found in a frenzied 
deadening of our consciousness. Until we 
learn that lesson we will still mostly trudge 
home hung-over, more empty, more tired, 
and more alone than before the party. A 
hangover is a sure sign that somewhere,  
back down the road, we missed a sign post. 
We struggle to know how to celebrate, but 
we must continue to try. 

Jesus came and declared a wedding feast, 
a celebration, at the center of life. They cru-
cified him not for being too ascetical, but 
because he told us we should actually enjoy 
our lives, assuring us that God and life will 
give us more goodness and enjoyment than 
we can stand, if we can learn to receive them 
with the proper reverence and without 
undue fear.

For most of us, celebration means eating too much, drinking too much, singing too loudly, 
telling one joke to many, and hoping we will find a  way to make this occasion extraordinary.

“Dear children! This is a time of grace, a time of mercy for each of you. Little 
children, do not permit that the wind of hatred and peacelessness rule in you 
and around you. You, little children, are called to be love and prayer. The devil 
wants peacelessness and disorder, but you, little children, be the joy of the 
risen Jesus who died and resurrected for each of you. He conquered death to 
give you life, eternal life. Therefore, little children, witness and be proud that 
you have resurrected in Him. Thank you for having responded to my call.” 
4/25/19

The Mode of Life of Priests: 
That priests, through the modesty and humility of their lives, 
commit themselves actively to a solidarity with those who are 
most poor. 
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Holy Week with Bishop Robert Gruss

April 14, altar 
server Franklin 
Ogbozor assists 
Bishop Gruss 
with blessing 
palms. 
 
(WRC photos by 
Laurie Hallstrom)

April 18, Liam Yantes takes 
off his shoes while Bishop 
Gruss washes Allison  
Albrecht’s feet. In washing 
the disciples’ feet, Jesus 
demonstrated his love for 
them in a humble way. 

April 19, Deacon Jim 
Scherr holds the 
cross for altar server 
Liam Pelayic to  
venerate. The cross 
is an important  
symbol especially in 
areas ot the world 
affected by  
violence. 
 
(WRC photo by 
Becky Berreth)

Palm Sunday

Holy Thursday

Good Friday

Easter Vigil
April 21, Easter fire flames 
reach to sky as altar server 
Max Daniel holds the book for 
Bishop Gruss. The bishop is 
pushing wax nails into the 
Paschal Candle held by  
Deacon Jim Scherr.

Bishop Gruss gives first  
Communion to Lora Moore. 
She joined the church at 
Easter Vigil. By Jesus’ body 
and blood we are saved.  

Leah Zandstra, London Two Bulls, and Casey Zandstra watch as Liam Two Bulls is 
baptized by Bishop Gruss. In the background, assisting the bishop are Ernie Garcia 
and Bradley Colling. Three sacraments of initiation are celebrated at Easter Vigil — 
baptism, confirmation and Communion. 
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Burke, Sacred Heart  
Thomas Horn 
Fairfax, St. Anthony 
Keith Hovorka 
Faith, St. Joseph 
Jen Medrud 
Ft. Pierre, St. John 
Witt Meyer 
Gregory, St. Joseph  
Jeremy Sengelmann 
Steffanie Sengelmann 
Isabel, St. Mary 
Bailey Bruns 
Edgemont, St. James 
Theresa Schumacher 
Hot Springs, St. Anthony 
Carrie Bergen 
Christina Schuh 
Martin, Sacred Heart 
Jaclyn Schlaak 
Parmelee, St. Agnes 
Tisha Two Eagle 
Piedmont, Our Lady of the  
Black Hills 
Lee Ann Den Otter 
Ella Vallette 
Jamie Vallette 
Jenna Vallette 
Pine Ridge, Sacred Heart  
Mahpiya Bark 
Ryan Bark 
Freddie Brehmer 
Erica Buckman 
Chalina Ghost 
Vincent Lafferty 
Andy Morrison, Jr. 
Dak Shangreau 
Anthony Standing Soldier 
Philip, Sacred Heart  
David Butler 
Katie Butler 
Kelcey Butler 
Lukas Butler 
Reed Johnson 
Carmen Peterson 

Rapid City, Blessed Sacrament 
Tatiyanna Blakeman 
Sheri Higgins 
Jarrett Jensen  
Paul McMahon  
Shawn Mudget  
Amy Sears 
Taylor Thompson 
Claudia Uecke 
Rapid City, Cathedral 
Jonathon Alston 
Luci Brooks 
Ruth Burgos-Martinez 
Elise Flachs (Newman Center) 
Joel Haas (Newman Center) 
Makayla Himrich 
Spencer Lund 
Lyman Mahaffy 
Lora Moore 
Alisha Parr 
Charlene Porter 
Theron Singleton 
(Newman Center) 
Travis Two Bulls 
Casey Zandstra 
Traci Zandstra 
Rapid City, St. Therese 
Robert Dietzman 
Mariaha Murray 
Mason Murray 
Michaela Saffel 
LeRoy Salazar 
Raymond Semmler 
Laura Snider 
Jessica Walker 
Spearfish, St. Joseph 
Laurie Burke Smith 
Deric Flagstad 
Tony Garcia 
Roger Goehner 
Arlen Johnson  
Nolan Johnson 
Kate Crowley Johnson 
Jens Matson 
Sarah Richards 

Jen Medrud joined the Catholic Church at  
St. Joseph Parish, Faith. She is shown with r 
her sponsor Garry Fisher and her pastor  Fr. 
Janusz Korban. (Courtesy photo) 

Welcome to the  
Diocese of Rapid City 

To those who were received into the Catholic Church at  
Easter Vigil or at Easter time.

Shawn Schnabel 
Erik Simonyak 
Jobi Sprigler 
Sturgis, St. Francis 
Kimberly Alexander 
Alexis Hentkowski 
Bryan Hentkowski 
Michael Rodenz 
Timber Lake, Holy Cross 
Duffy Dupris 
Wall, St. Patrick 
Kendra Heathershaw 
Winner, Immaculate Conception 
Shea Connot  
Jessie Harris  
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BY DAMIAN COSTELLO  
 

Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk 
(1867-1950) is an example of discipleship 
for our times, though he lived the faith in a 
completely different context. 

Black Elk was born into the Oglala 
Lakota people and grew up hunting buffalo 
on the Northern Plains. He fought at the 
battles of Little Bighorn and Wounded 
Knee. As a young man, he was an important 
medicine man, using the power of song to 
heal the sick. 

In 1904, Black Elk entered the Catholic 
Church and embraced a different way of 
healing. Utilizing his abilities to memorize 
Scripture and speak persuasively, he became 
a missionary disciple. He served as a cate-
chist, which in his community functioned 
much like a permanent deacon does today. 

Black Elk went on missions to neigh-
boring reservations and spoke to Catholic 
groups throughout the country, bringing 
more than 400 people into the church, in-
cluding 113 that called him their godfather. 

Like many saintly people, Black Elk suf-
fered greatly. He experienced the deaths of 
two wives and some of his children, en-
dured debilitating illness, severe injury and 
partial blindness. 

In times of tragedy, it can feel like one’s 
world is collapsing. Faith can dissipate, 
leaving emptiness in its wake. Yet Black Elk 
bore these trials with hope and persevered 
in his witness. 

“Now my heart is getting sad — but my 
heart will never turn bad,” he wrote in a let-
ter in 1948, two years before his death. 
“Ever since Wakan Tanka (the Lakota name 
for God) gave light to my heart, it stands in 
light without end.” 

Another layer of suffering that makes 

Black Elk’s discipleship and possible saint-
hood stand out: his world did collapse. The 
buffalo were killed. The old way of life was 
destroyed. The Lakota people were impris-
oned on reservations and forcibly repro-
grammed. 

It is difficult to understand the scope of 
the loss and its effect. Plenty Coups, a chief 
of a neighboring tribe, gives a sense: “When 
the buffalo went away the hearts of my peo-
ple fell to the ground, and they could not 
lift them up again.”  The tragedy was so 
great that “after this nothing happened.” 

It is here that Black Elk’s discipleship 
becomes especially relevant for us. Albeit at 
a different point in history, we face the pos-
sibility of the world collapsing every day. 
Our world is filled with growing warnings. 
Environmental devastation and climate 
change expand unchecked. Wars continue 
seemingly without end. The nuclear arsenals 
of the Cold War are still there, tempting 
those lost in ideologies of hate. 

For many, possible collapse is paralyzing. 
Our patterns of destruction seem impervi-
ous to change. We despair that nothing can 
be done, that our actions don’t matter. 
Worst of all is what Plenty Coups de-
scribed: the pain of a broken heart — that 
God has abandoned us and there is no fu-
ture. 

That’s why Black Elk’s witness is impor-
tant. Jesus was not just a good teacher, but 
the key teacher. Lakota people call Jesus 
Wanikiya, “He Who Makes Live.” For 
Black Elk, Jesus and his new life were the 
answer to a collapsing world: Only he can 
fully heal the Earth, bring back the dead 
and explain how to make sense of the new-
comers. 

Black Elk explained this hope in a 1909 
letter he wrote to the Lakota. He listed the 

tribes he visited and included the settlers 
among them. All — whether Lakota, allies 
or former enemies — are good people and 
he prayed for all. “We all suffer in this land,” 
Black Elk wrote. “But let me tell you, God 
has a special place for us when our time has 
come.” 

In a collapsing world, Black Elk learned 
to live a vibrant life of hope. With the skill 
of an artist, he wove seemingly different 
strands into one beautiful life: He preached 
the Gospel, worked to save the old ways,  
and built bridges across artificial divisions 
that separate us into warring tribes. Black 
Elk once healed the sick with sacred songs; 
with his baptism he became a missionary 

Black Elk: Discipleship in a collapsing world

disciple of life, radiating the healing love of 
Wanikiya into a broken world. 

Black Elk can help us find our way out 
of our tendency to despair. His witness can 
help us re-learn that the core of our faith is 
hope in a God that has power over all the 
destructive forces that threaten our world, 
that in a world under threat of collapse we 
are to be missionary disciples who live the 
message of Christ: “Behold, I make all things 
new” (Rev 21:5). 

 
Damian Costello is a member of St. Augus-

tine Parish in Montpelier, Vermont, and the 
author of “Black Elk: Colonialism and Lakota 
Catholicism.”

Conclusion of the Diocesan Phase 
Tuesday, June 25 at 11 a.m. Mass in St. Agnes Church, Manderson, 

Bishop Robert Gruss will preside at a Mass celebrating the successful 
completion of the diocesan phase of the beatification and canonization process 

for Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk. 
There will also be other ceremonies, and a light lunch served.

Nicholas Black Elk (left) and Eagle Elk at Our Lady of the Sioux Church, Oglala, circa 1910. 
(Photo from Marquette University Archives, Indian Mission Records ID 296)
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May 31, Friday 
sDeadline for submissions.  

Paper mailed Tuesday, June 18. 

)605-343-3541 

8lhallstrom@diorc.org 

8bberreth@diorc.org

Visit www.rapidcitydiocese.org more on 
all events listed and future events.

May 27, Monday 
sChancery Office Closed: In obser-

vance of Memorial Day. 
Pre-ordination Adoration: Join the  

Vocations Office for an hour of adoration 
to give thanks for those who have  
responded to his call and to pray for  
Deacon Zane Pekron as he prepares for his  
ordination. Held from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at 
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City. A 
cake and punch reception will follow.  

May 28, Tuesday 
sOrdination to the Priesthood of Dea-

con Zane Pekron: Held at 7 p.m. at the 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
Rapid City. All are welcome. See page 4.  

June 1, Saturday 
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First 

Saturday begins with prayers at 7:45 a.m. 
followed by 8 a.m. Mass and exposition in 
Our Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral. First Friday, 
June 7, prayers and devotions 6 p.m. in the 
Sacred Heart Chapel, Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. )Dr. 
Kopriva 605-343-6202 or Ellen 605-718-
9909. 

June 21, Friday 
sSeventh Annual Bishop’s Fishing 

Tournament: Begins at 7 a.m. at St. John 
the Evangelist Church, Ft. Pierre. Day ends 
with Mass, fish fry, and silent auction. See 
page 11. 8www.wsdcf.org/news-and-
events/. To donate to the silent auction 
)Jill 605-721-6843. 

June 22, Saturday 
sRide with the Bishop Motorcycle 

Rally and Poker Run: Begins at 9 a.m. at 
Black Hills State Newman Center, 814 W. 
King Street, Spearfish, with Mass, break-
fast, and blessing of the bikes. Ends at 4:30 
p.m. with BBQ. Not a biker? Enjoy the 
food and entertainment after the ride. 
8newmanbhsu@stjosephspearfish.com. 
See page 24.  

June 23, Sunday 
sOpening Mass for the Year of the Eu-

charist: Join Bishop Robert Gruss for the 
10:30 a.m. Mass as we begin the diocesan 
Year of the Eucharist. Held at the Cathe-

dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid 
City. See page 2 for the full announcement. 

June 24, Monday 
sTotus Tuus Girls: An opportunity to  

reflect on God’s call with religious sisters 
and priests. Includes hiking, campfires, 
swimming, games, Mass, adoration, and 
more. Held at Terra Sancta. Discipleship 
camp, for girls who have completed grades 
9-12 ends June 28. Grades 6-8, June 25-28. 
8www.rapidcitydiocese.org/t2/ to register. 
)Jacques or Linda 605-716-5214. 

June 25, Tuesday 
sConclusion of the Diocesan Phase of 

the Beatification Process for Servant of 
God Nicholas Black Elk: Mass at 11 a.m. 
at St. Agnes Church, Manderson with 
Bishop Robert Gruss presiding. There will 
also be other ceremonies and a light lunch 
served. See page 14. 

July 4, Thursday 
sChancery Office Closed: In obser-

vance of Independence Day.  
July 7, Sunday 

sVerso L’Alto: Join Fr. Mark McCormick 
and seminarians for five days in the Rock-
ies. For men ages 16-26. See right. 

July 14, Sunday 
sTotus Tuus Boys: An opportunity to  

reflect on God’s call with seminarians and 
priests. Includes hiking, campfires, swim-
ming, games, Mass, adoration, and more. 
Held at Terra Sancta. Discipleship camp, 
for boys who have completed grades 9-12 
ends July 19. Grades 6-8, June 16-19. 
8www.rapidcitydiocese.org/t2/ to register. 
)Jacques or Linda 605-716-5214. 

July 26, Friday  
sHeart to Heart Weekend for the En-

gaged: For engaged couples to deepen their 
relationship with each other and God by 
exploring the Catholic church’s vision of 
marriage. Required for couples doing mar-
riage prep in the diocese. Ends July 28. 
8terrasancta.org/heart2heart or )Family 
Life Ministries 604-716-5214. 

August 17, Saturday 
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for 

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn 
more about natural family planning. Held 
at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, from  
9 a.m.-noon. Seminar will be open for dis-
tance learning opportunity for out-of-town 
couples. )Family Life Ministries 605-716-
5214.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
May the peace of the Lord Jesus be with you all. 
 
The Annual Diocesan Appeal for 2019 is drawing to an end and the spirit of 

Christ continues to shine through all the ministries of the diocese. Your prayers 
and your gifts given joyfully from the first fruits of God’s generosity honor the 
Lord and enable us to continue his work in our diocese, building a stronger  
foundation for God’s kingdom. 

 
Many of you have graciously responded in faith, entrusting the Lord with your 

heart and your produce, as advised in our appeal theme, from proverbs, “Trust in 
the LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight … Honor the LORD 
with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce” (Proverbs 3: 5,9). 
Thank you for your kindness and generosity. I am deeply grateful. 

 
If you have not yet made your pledge, please join in the mission of the diocese 

by taking the time to prayerfully reflect upon the many blessings which the Lord 
has given you and your family. Then ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you what the 
Lord is asking in light of supporting our Annual Diocesan Appeal. It is only 
through your generous support that the church can effectively serve the people of 
western South Dakota.  

 
The Lord has blessed us all in so many ways. May we all come to know and  

experience more deeply the joy of giving in response to God’s gifts to us. May 
God bless you and your families!

Sincerely in the peace and joy of Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Most Rev. Robert D. Gruss 
Bishop of Rapid City



recipe for the right or-
dering of social life.  

Lastly, a caveat and  
an invitation, reason is 
an important tool and 
gift, but it cannot save 
us. Enlightenment 
thinkers thought reason 
would propel us forward 
to new heights of 
progress and free hu-
manity from the 
bondage of closed-
minded religion.  

The French revolu-
tionaries in their rejec-
tion of faith set up a 
statue to the goddess of 
reason in the Cathedral 
of Notre Dame. How wrong they were. 
Reason is an ability of the human mind, but 
cannot replace God and the gifts he gives 
us. Reason unmoored from the transcen-
dent Creator, in the words of Pope Emeri-
tus Benedict, is like a windowless concrete 
bunker illuminated by artificial lights in 
which we breathe stale re-circulated air. In 
the bunker we think we’re self-sufficient 
with our “own” feeble light and atmosphere, 
but in fact the raw materials always origi-
nate in a gift of God. How much easier it 
would be to throw open the windows to 
God’s wide world, to take in the sun and 
wind, the earth and the sky. Only with the 
windows and doors wide open to all that 
the Lord gives do we make right use of rea-
son, for which the church is a sure guide.  
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In Your Prayers 
 

In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and 
death anniversaries of the priests and deacons who serve us. Birthdays: June 7, 
Dcn. Craig Pearson; June 17, Fr. John Heying; June 25, Bishop Robert Gruss; June 
26, Fr. Tony Grossenburg; June 27, Fr. Ed Witt, SJ. Ordinations: June 1, 1974, Fr. 
Ron Seminara, SJ; June 3, 2017, Fr. Jacob Boddicker, SJ; June 6, 1991, Fr. Mark 
McCormick; June 6, 2008, Dcn. Tom Freece; June 7, 1984, Fr. Kerry Prendiville; 
June 8, 1973, Fr. Dan Juelfs; June 8, 1979, Fr. Michel Mulloy; June 8, 1989, Fr. 
Brian Lane; June 8, 2001, Fr. Timothy Castor and Fr. Matthew Fallgren; June 9, 
1988, Fr. Gary Oreshoski and Fr. Bryan Sorensen; June 9, 2000, Fr. John Heying 
and Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek; June 9, 2006, Fr. James Hoerter; June 10, 1983, Fr. 
James Kubicki, SJ; June 10, 1990, Dcn. George Gladfelter; June 11, 1982, Msgr. 
Michael Woster; June 11, 1992, Fr. Leo Hausmann; June 12, 1981, Fr. Peter Klink, 
SJ; June 12, 1998, Fr. Ed Vanorny; June 13, 1997, Fr. Janusz  
Korban; June 14, 1974, Fr. George Winzenburg, SJ; June 17, 1983, Fr. Ron Garry; 
June 19, 1976, Dcn. Ben Black Bear; June 19, 2014, Fr. Jonathan Dillon, Fr. Grant 
Gerlach, and Fr. Adam Hofer; June 20, 1987, Fr. James Lafontaine, SJ; June 25, 
2003, Dcn. Larry Brown; June 26, 2009, Fr. Tyler Dennis; June 27, 2009, Dcn. 
Larry Kopriva and James Van Loan; June 29, 1995, Fr. Tim Hoag; June 30, 2001, 
Fr. Christopher Hathaway, FSSP. Necrology: June 2, 1966, William McGuill; June 3, 
1940, Bruno Suchsland; June 7, 1914, Joseph Chausee; June 8, 1952, Arthur 
LaFleur; June 9, 1963, Joseph O’Rourke; June 9, 1972, Francis Collins, SJ; June 
10, 1982, Dcn. Max Plank; June 12, 1924, Thomas Hoban; June 12, 1936, 
Michael Straeten; June 14, 1975, Eugene Szalay; June 17, 1961, Walter Isher-
wood; June 19, 1967, Peter Price, SJ; June 20, 1946, Columban Bregenzer, OSB; 
June 22, 1975, Patrick McCormick; June 26, 1999, Joseph Zeller; June 26, 2018, 
Dcn. John Steffen; June 27, 1985, Victor Perky, SCJ. 

Contemporary Issues

At a recent Sunday Mass, my parish 
priest joyfully announced that those chil-
dren “who have attained the age of reason 
will be receiving their First Holy Commun-
ion today.” My eldest daughter, Frances, a 
first-grader, was among them. Franny wore 
my wife’s godmother’s vintage dress, and my 
wife made her a flower-topped veil. I was so 
proud!   

That phrase, “age of reason,” warrants 
some reflection, as our ability to reason is 
not only a basic prerequisite to receiving the 
Eucharist for the first time, but is also cri-
terion for healthy engagement in social and 
political life. 

What is reason? According to the 
Catholic Encyclopedia, the “age of reason” 
is the time at which human beings are 
deemed to begin to be morally responsible.  
Aristotle saw human beings as distinct from 
plants and animals in so far as we not only 
need nutrition (like plants) and have in-
stincts (like animals), but that we’re rational 
— that is, we have the ability to reason — 
a unique capability among organic crea-

Being reasonable in an age of un‐reason
tures.  Consistent with this, the church un-
derstands reason to be our cognitive faculty.  
Humans are reasonable insofar as we come 
to conclusions based on sound premises.  
Using reason, we come to know, examine, 
and weigh various sorts of evidence and ul-
timately make decisions. 

Reason has some foundational concep-

tual building blocks that are slipping away 
in today’s world.  For example, implicit in a 
sound use of reason is a conviction that 
truth exists, is knowable by every person, 
and insofar as we come to know it; it obliges 
us to act in accord with it. This pertains also 
to moral truth, as St. John Paul II reaf-
firmed the church’s teaching. Replacing this 
concept of universal, knowable truth is the 
erroneous idea that there is either no such 
thing as truth, or that each person is able to 
create it for themselves.  Accordingly, so the 
thought goes, there are no first principles 
upon which we can rationally build or, if 
there are, one can build on them in any way 
one chooses, like a new tower of self-willed 
Babel. This wrongheadedness is present in 
our politics, even at the local and state lev-
els. 

In Pierre, at the last legislative session, I 
testified on behalf of the Catholic Confer-
ence in favor of H.B. 1225, a bill that would 
have recognized the principle that sex is an 
immutable characteristic, an unchanging 
material and spiritual reality, and that each 
human person is eminently lovable as they 
are created, male or female. An elected rep-
resentative approached me in the hall later 
that day to compliment my short presenta-
tion. “You didn’t use fear or charged emo-
tion like other testifiers,” he said, “you were 
so reasonable.” I was grateful for the com-
pliment, yet disappointed — the gentleman 
hadn’t voted as I proposed. Even if we can 
reason our way to the truth at the heart of 
a matter, it seems, once we arrive there we 
can still do however we please. This is not a 

Christopher 
Motz

Executive  
Director South 

Dakota Catholic 
Conference   
cmotz@ 

sdcatholic 
conference.  

org 
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BY FATHER MICHEL MULLOY 
VICAR GENERAL 
 

A couple months ago, a group of parish-
ioners for the parish clusters of Eagle Butte, 
Timber Lake and Faith began meeting. 
Bishop Robert Gruss asked that the central 
area of the diocese go through a process of 
reflecting on how to best serve the needs of 
the parishioners in that area. This same 
process was employed across the northern 
tier of the diocese (the parish clusters of 
Buffalo, Lemmon, and McLaughlin) a few 
years ago. The result was a renewed vision 
of ministry and a reorganization of the 
alignment of the parishes in that area.  

The Central Plains Commission has met 
three times. There are a total of 18 lay rep-
resentatives for the three parish clusters as 
well as three pastors. I am facilitating the 
process. The first order of business was to 
develop a mission statement, so the com-
mission members had a clear understanding 
of their task. We engaged this process by 
looking at the Diocesan Priority Plan. Any 
ministry in the diocese, whether in a com-
mission like this one, or in an individual 

parish, must be guided by the mission state-
ment, values and foundational ministers of 
the whole diocese as expressed in the Pri-
ority Plan. The Central Plains Commis-
sion’s mission statement is:  

The Central Plains Commission will use 
our faith, knowledge of our communities and 
our commitment to develop a plan for bold, 
effective ministry in our area of the diocese, 
to meet the spiritual needs of all and to  
inspire and motivate their  joyful living of 
the mission of Jesus Christ. 

In addition to crafting this mission 
statement, the commission has begun to 
collect data about the 14 parishes that make 
up this area. This data includes the number 
of parishioners and their involvement in the 
life of their parish and the diocese. We are 
also trying to understand future needs.  

The commission has had conversations 
about the faith life of the parishioners in 
these 14 parishes.  They have begun formu-
lating what bold and effective ministry 
looks like and exploring the spiritual needs 
of the parishes that are represented on the 
commission. We have also begun assessing 
ways the individual parishes already have 

meaningful ministry and where it is lack-
ing. 

The commission members are listed 
here. You are welcome and encouraged to 
visit with them to understand their work 
and to have your questions answered re-
garding creating and implementing a plan 
for bold, effective ministry in the central 
plains for all who live in that part of the 
diocese. Your input will be most appreci-
ated.  

 
Lynn Hahne, Trail City 
Jim Keller, Trail City 
Bryan Gill, Timber Lake  

Marlene Biegler, Timber Lake  
Marcia Lindskov, Isabel  
Mary Harris, Isabel 
John D. Lemke, Dupree 
Twila Schuler, Dupree 
Nila Woodward, Dupree 
Bud Neigel, Eagle Butte  
Dean Schremp, Eagle Butte  
Sylvia Mowrer, Promise  
Ryan Tate Dennis, Red Owl 
Dannie Arneson, Red Owl 
Deacon Larry and Valarie Brown, Faith 
Bob and Jennifer Orwick, Mud Butte 
Fr. Brian Lane, Timber Lake Cluster 
Fr. Bryan Sorensen, Eagle Butte Cluster 
Fr. Janusz Korban, Faith Cluster 

Central Plains Commission established to best minister in prairie area

The Central Plain Commission is  
examining the spiritual needs of 
14 parishes. 
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Black Hills 
Tourist Summer 

Mass Guide

Belle Fourche: St. Paul Catholic Church, 
855 5th St. — Sunday 9:30 a.m.  
Custer: St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church, 449 Harney St. — 
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 8 a.m. 
Deadwood: St. Ambrose  
Catholic Church, 760 Main St. —  
Saturday 6 p.m./Sunday 8 a.m. 
Edgemont: St. James Catholic Church,  
310 3rd Ave. — Sunday 5 p.m. 
Hermosa: St. Michael Catholic Church,  
13480 Hwy 40 — Sunday 9 a.m. 
Hill City: St. Rose of Lima Catholic  
Church, 100 Park Ave. — Sunday  
10 a.m. Bilingual Mass: Saturday 6 p.m. 
Hot Springs: St. Anthony of Padua  
Catholic Church, 538 University Ave. — 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. 
Keystone: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel  
Catholic Church, 1014 Madill St. —  
Sunday 8 a.m. 
Lead: St. Patrick Catholic Church,  
141 Siever St.  — Saturday 4 p.m./ 
Sunday 10 a.m. 
Piedmont: Our Lady of the Black Hills 
Catholic Church, 12365 Sturgis Rd.  
(Exit 48) — Saturday 5 p.m./ 
Sunday 9 and 11 a.m. 
Rapid City: Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church, 4500 Jackson Blvd. —  
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 7, 9, and  
11 a.m. Spanish Mass: Sunday 1:30 p.m. 
Rapid City: Cathedral of Our Lady of  
Perpetual Help, 520 Cathedral Dr.  —  
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 8, 
10:30 a.m., and 5:30 p.m. 
Rapid City: Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church, 922 5th St. —  
Latin Mass in the Former Rite:  
Sunday 10 a.m. 
Rapid City: St. Isaac Jogues Catholic 
Church, 221 Knollwood Dr. — Saturday  
5 p.m./ Sunday 9 and 11 a.m. 
Rapid City: St. Therese the Little Flower 
Catholic Church, 523 Adams St. —  
Saturday 5:30 p.m./Sunday 9 a.m.  
and 5:30 p.m. 
Spearfish: St. Joseph Catholic Church,  
844 5th St. — Saturday 5:30 p.m./ 
Sunday 8 and 10 a.m. 
Sturgis: St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church, 1049 Howard St.  —  
Saturday 5 p.m./Sunday 8:30 a.m. 
Wall: St. Patrick Catholic Church,  
701 Norris — Saturday 5:30 p.m./ 
Sunday 8 a.m. 
 

Need to find another parish?  
www.rapidcitydiocese.org/parishes/ 
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 The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating 

and maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and 

young  people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church  

personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr.  

To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted  

privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and  

messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially.  

Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil 

authorities. 

 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct 
involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or 
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated. 
    The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are 

posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

BY BONNIE JOSTEN 
At the April 6 Spring Meeting many NPM members had their the first opportunity  

to experience the new St. Michael Church, Hermosa.  
Fr. Matt Fallgren welcomed the musicians to the church and led them in the opening 

prayer. Following prayer, Chantry Nelson demonstrated “How to Get the Most of Your 
Electronic Keyboard — Options Galore,” detailing the pros and cons of three electronic 
keyboards. Regardless of the instrumentation used, Nelson gave two takeaways. First,  start 
small when introducing a new sound to your congregation, remembering that the goal is 
to facilitate worship. Second, avoid using technology to replace a human skill. 

Over the years,  Jackie Schnittgrund has emphasized the advantages of planning ahead.  
She led a “Seasonal Planning Group Discussion” in which they explored various aspects 
of Advent, Christmas, Ordinary Time, Lent, Triduum and Easter seasons. The results of 
the group discussion may be found on the Rapid City Chapter website, www.npmrc.org. 

Following lunch, Terry Schroeder shared her extensive experience with “Funeral Music 
and Worship Aids/Tips for Leading a Successful Funeral Choir.” She discussed licensing 
options and prices as well as song suggestions. Compliments of GIA, all attendees received 
sheet music for nine funeral songs that were sight read as part of this program segment. 

To conclude the spring meeting, Cathedral Our Lady of Perpetual Help members led  
the closing prayer.  

The NPM Rapid City Chapter’s Summer Meeting will be on Saturday, June 22 at St. 
Joseph Church, Spearfish. The topics for this program are: “Working with the Aging Voice”  
and “Working with Intergenerational Choirs” both presented by Dr. Jonathan Nero, 
Spearfish. The Sage on Stage and a reading session will be led by Angela Weber, Rapid 
City. 

All Rapid City diocesan music ministers and clergy are welcome to attend quarterly 
NPM meetings at which education, prayer and fellowship are the focal points. For more 
information about the Rapid City Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians, go to the web-
site www.npmrc.org or Facebook page www.facebook.com/NPMRapidCityChapter. 

Prairie church hosts National Pastoral Musicians

Bev Keffeler from St. Anthony Church, Hot Springs, and Carman Timmerman from Blessed 
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, at the group discussions on liturgical season music planning. 
(Courtesy photo) 

The Diocese of Rapid City is 
now on Instagram.  

Follow us @rapidcitydiorc
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Website: www.wsdcf.org

10 E. Mall Dr., Suite B, Rapid City, SD, 57701 

Phone: 605-721-6843 (Mailing): PO Box 984, Rapid City, SD 57709

Curia Corner — Archives awareness and beyond, a year of #tbt
Staying focused while working on an 

archival project? Not one of my strong suits. 
Most of the time, that is how “Throwback 
Thursday” (#tbt) on social media comes into 
fruition — a photo here, a random photo 
there.  

For those of you who don’t have  
Facebook or aren’t on social media, the 
diocesan archives have published a “Throw-
back Thursday” photo every week for the 
past year. Here are some highlights: 

Your favorites (or most likes on Face-
book) —  the pics of Fr. Gerald Scherer and 
his mining photos with his father looking 
at ‘Jerry’ from the foot of the Scherer Coal 
Mine in Firesteel; Fr. Scherer’s column; 
building pics of cathedral in the 1960s; the 
picture of nativity scene with an added 
shepherd and a young Fr. Bryan Sorenson. 
Lisa going through her mother’s attic and 
donating the First Holy Communion class 
photos; St. Bart Church in Glad Valley 
sparked interest … 

There was also interest in the relics, pub-
lished in March West River Catholic, ranging 
from 1st class to 3rd class of the archives, 
amidst the celebration of the heart of St. 
John Vianney. A small prayer group from 
one of the Rapid City parishes would like 
to venerate these relics. Project challenge 
accepted. Stay tuned for the details!   

Any historical stories and photos are also 
well liked — like the priceless Timber Lake 
photo trading the plow for the bow and 

arrow (circa unknown).   
Unidentified photos — I have posted 

and asked for your help in identifying pic-
tures, and  an original aerial shot of St. 
Martins Monastery and the ‘circle track’ 
that was in question was indeed a track used 
by the schools for sporting events of St. 
Martin school in the early 1970s.  

My favorites — The Advent, Christmas 
photo of the adorable girl in her native re-
galia, yet to be identified; ‘running’ into 
Archbishop Cupich in Chicago at a confer-
ence; construction pics of cathedral;  a pic-
ture of nativity scene with an added 
shepherd; artifacts such as St. Brigid’s cross, 
the surprise donation of the stained glass 
work of art prairie church and other arti-
facts that find their way to the diocesan 
archives. How cute was the photo of a 
1920s married couple published in Febru-
ary? Who could forget the memory of driv-
ing by the bishop’s house on West Blvd and 
seeing his gigantic (in the eyes of a 7-year-
old) nativity scene! 

We Remember — Photos of Fr. Gerald 
Sherer and his 100th heavenly birthday, 
Msgr. W. O’Connell, Fr. Cower; Msgr. 
Walsh; those who perished in the 1972 
Rapid City flood including Fr. Francis 
Collins, SJ; Fr. Bob Baden and our clergy 
and staff whom we thanked for service in 
our military; Fr. John Francis McKearney 
and his great-nephew’s visit to our archives 
for genealogical research.  

But what about upcoming posts, you 
ask? I’ve got them ready. They will be fea-

turing Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk, 
the Wall parish window that has traveled 
the world, oldest recordist voice on 
YouTube, a curly haired priest birthday 
photo and much more. 

I am on to new discoveries, unexpected 
archival finds, mystery photos, more pics of 
our clergy in their younger days,  more ac-
counts of original church photos. Want 
more preservation tips? What is your fa-
vorite part of our diocesan history? What 
would you like to see published? Email your 
thoughts, ideas, and comments to  
kcordes@diorc.org. 

(Right) A #tbt post from July 
2018. Watch for a new post 
every Thursday on social 

media. Find the diocese at: 
 

facebook.com/ 
DioceseofRapidCity 

 
rapidcitydiorc

PRESERVING A CATHOLIC COMMUNITY, 
BY KATHY CORDES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST

Find the Western South Dakota Catholic  
Foundation on Instagram at:  
westernsdcatholicfoundation
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Red Cloud Indian School’s Board of Di-
rectors has announced the appointment of 
Raymond Nadolny, Ph.D., the former pres-
ident of North Dakota’s Williston State 
College, as the school system’s new presi-
dent. Nadolny will become Red Cloud's 
27th president on June 1, succeeding Fr. 
George Winzenburg, SJ.  

“We are extremely honored to welcome 
Dr. Raymond Nadolny to Red Cloud,” said 
Rodney Bordeaux, chair of Red Cloud’s 
Board of Directors. “All of us at Red Cloud 
believe in the transformative power of edu-
cation — and indeed, today we are seeing 
how an education rooted in Lakota and Je-
suit values truly empowers our own stu-
dents to pursue their own dreams, in college 
and beyond, while also serving their com-
munity and their people. The members of 
Red Cloud’s board of directors are confi-
dent Nadolny will make significant contri-
butions here, and we are looking forward to 
working alongside him in the years to 
come.” 

“After spending time speaking with Red 
Cloud’s teachers, staff and, most impor-

tantly, its students, I am truly humbled to 
have the opportunity to support their work 
going forward,” said Nadolny. “While re-
maining rooted to its core values, Red 
Cloud has continued to evolve to meet the 
needs of its students and families — by 
bringing culture, lan-
guage, and arts into the 
classroom, by innovat-
ing its curriculum in key 
areas like science and 
technology, and by pro-
viding students with the 
opportunities they need 
to pursue any goal. I am 
committed to building 
on that success, and to 
learning directly from 
students, staff, and fam-
ilies on how I can best serve this extraordi-
nary organization.” 

Nadolny, a leader in higher education for 
over 25 years, has focused much of his life’s 
work on creating opportunity for students 
in rural and low-income communities. 
From 2009 to 2016, he served as the third 

Red Cloud Indian School names Raymond Nadolny new president
president of Williston State College, a dy-
namic community college within the 
North Dakota University System. Under 
Dr. Nadolny’s leadership, Williston State 
became one of North Dakota’s fastest-
growing colleges, launching an initiative 

to provide high school students in 
five local counties with free tu-
ition, fees, and books. Thousands 
of new students were able to pur-
sue higher education and their fu-
ture career goals without 
incurring any educational debt. 

Through his career, Nadolny 
has also worked closely with Na-
tive American communities and 
organizations to expand educa-
tional opportunities for native 
students. While working as an 

administrator in Arizona, he worked with 
the Tohono O’odham and Navajo public 
school systems in the development of their 
strategic plans. During his time in North 
Dakota, he partnered with Nueta Hidatsa 
Sahnish College, a tribal college serving 
the Mandan, Hidatsa and Arikara Na-

tions, to support their nursing program. 
Dr. Nadolny will lead Red Cloud fol-

lowing a time of tremendous growth and 
success. Red Cloud implemented its first 
comprehensive strategic plan, advancing 
the organization’s work in crucial ways. Red 
Cloud introduced innovative educational 
programs fostering Jesuit and Lakota values 
and culture, expanding both the ground-
breaking Lakota Language Project and a 
series of unique arts education opportuni-
ties. As a result of comprehensive planning 
and innovative programming, Red Cloud is 
experiencing unprecedented levels of stu-
dent success, inside the classroom and out. 
Red Cloud’s graduation rate is close to 94 
percent, compared to an average of 70 per-
cent for native students nationwide. 

(Photo and article courtesy of Red Cloud 
Indian school. Read the full article at 
www.redcloudschool.org/presidentannounce 
ment)

RAYMOND NADOLNY
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Confirmation Preparation 
Have a student preparing for confirmation? Want to learn more about the sacrament? 
Watch for this Q&A featuring questions for confirmands from Bishop Robert Gruss.  

What do we call the mystery of God becoming man? 
The mystery of the Incarnation. 
YouCat (76): Why did God become man in Jesus? 
“For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven” (Nicene Creed.) (456-460) 
In Jesus Christ, God reconciled the world to himself and redeemed mankind from the impris-
onment of sin. “God so loved the world that he gave his only-begotten Son” (Jn 3:16). In 
Jesus, God took on our mortal human flesh (incarnation), shared our earthly lot, our suffer-
ings, and our death, and became one like us in all things but sin.  
YouCat (9): What does God show us about himself when he sends 
his  Son to us?” 
God shows us in Jesus Christ the full depth of his merciful love. (65-66, 73) Through Jesus 
Christ the invisible God becomes visible. He becomes a man like us. This shows us how far 
God’s love goes: he bears our whole burden. He walks every path with us. He is there in our 
abandonment, our sufferings, our fear of death. He is there when we can go no farther, so 
as to open up for us the door leading into life. 

Carrie Wilson, 6th grade Science and 
Math teacher at St. Thomas More Middle 
School, received the 2019 Lead. Learn. Pro-
claim. Award from the National 
Catholic Educational Associa-
tion (NCEA) for dedication 
and commitment to excellence 
in Catholic education. 

Wilson was chosen from 
more than 150,000 teachers and 
administrators, as well as dioce-
san leaders and organizations 
dedicated to the nation's 
Catholic schools.  She was rec-
ognized during the annual 
NCEA 2019 Convention & Expo, April 
23–25 in Chicago. The annual award honors 
those whose ministry is Catholic school ed-
ucation and who have demonstrated a 
strong Catholic educational philosophy as 
well as exceptional efforts, dedication and 
achievements. 

“The LLP award is a celebration of all 
that is good in Catholic schools. Our 
awardees are those individuals whose dedi-
cation, commitment, enthusiasm and care 
help to build dynamic communities where 
students are challenged and inspired to ex-

plore, to enjoy and to reach their potential 
as young people of faith and endless  
possibilities,” said Dr. Barbara McGraw 

Edmondson, NCEA Chief 
Leadership and Program  
Officer. 

“Carrie desires that all stu-
dents succeed academically in 
her class, never forgetting that 
they are unique individuals 
made in the image and likeness 
of God,” is just one comment 
from her nomination packet.  

NCEA’s Convention & 
Expo is the largest private-edu-

cation association gathering in the world. 
The annual convention draws thousands of 
members and participants from Catholic 
school communities, including elementary 
and secondary school teachers and princi-
pals, religious education programs as well 
as diocesan offices, church pastors, superin-
tendents and school board members.  The 
convention is a forum to exchange ideas, 
hear about current research and data related 
to Catholic education and learn about new 
technology and resources.

Brenda Velasco (left), a third 
grade teacher at St. Elizabeth 
Seton Elementary School, was 
named one of three South 
Dakota state finalists in science 
for the 2018 Presidential Award 
for Excellence in Mathematics 
and Science Teaching. During 
the RCCSS staff appreciation 
dinner in April, Jennifer Fowler 
(right), the South Dakota 
PAEMST State Coordinator pre-
sented the award. The White 
House will announce the selec-
tion of one of the three state fi-
nalists for the National Award 
representing South Dakota at a 
future date. (Courtesy photo)

CARRIE WILSON

Wilson awarded Lead.Learn.Proclaim. at NCEA Valasco named PAEMST finalist

Search “Official  
Podcast for the  
Diocese of Rapid 
City”on your favorite 
podcast player or find a 
link at rapidcitydiocese.org 

Panel discussions led by Bishop Robert 
Gruss on the Diocesan Core Values set 
in “Through Him, With Him, and In Him” 
will be featured:  
    PChapter 10, Forming Disciples       

     PChapter 11, Funding the Mission   
“For All the Saints” will feature Corpus 
Christi in June. 

Podcasts on tap
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MOVIE REVIEW

MOVIE CLASSIFICATIONS

Classifications used by the USCCB are:  
A-I — General Patronage;  A-II —Adults  

and  Adolescents; A-III — Adults; L — Limited 
Adult Audiences, films whose problematic  
content many adults would find troubling;  

O — Morally Offensive.  
For more information, visit: 

http://www.catholicnews.com/movies.htm

Uneven adaptation of 
Nicola Yoon’s best-sell-
ing novel for young 
adults chronicles a day 
in the lives of a prag-
matic would-be as-
tronomer (Yara Shahidi) 
struggling to keep her 
Jamaican family from being deported from 
New York and a Korean- 
American true believer in romance (Charles 
Melton) whose parents are forcing him to  
become a doctor rather than the poet he  
aspires to be. After their paths cross at 
Grand Central Terminal, he insists that they 
were destined to be together, but she has 
her doubts. So long as director Ry  
Russo-Young keeps the focus on the central 
pair, the quirky chutzpah of Melton’s  
character, out to win over his lady love, it is  
sufficiently appealing to maintain viewer  
interest. The pretentious pronouncements 
about life, the universe and everything that 
embelish Tracy Oliver's script, by contrast, 

The Sun Is Also a Star (Warner Bros.)
will likely try moviegoers’ patience. 
Possibly acceptable for mature teens. 
Scenes of sensuality, a couple of mild 
oaths, at least one rough term, sev-
eral crude and crass expressions. The 
Catholic News Service classification is 
A-III — adults. The Motion Picture As-
sociation of America rating is PG-13 — 

parents strongly cautioned. Some material 
may be inappropriate for children under 13.

A Dog’s Journey ..................................A-II 
The Hustle .........................................A-III 
Pokemon: Detective Pikachu.............A-II

Jesuit astronomer works to unravel the  
mysteries of galactic evolution 
ANN ARBOR, Mich. (CNS) — Jesuit Father Richard D’Souza finds halos mesmerizing. Galactic 
halos, that is. Not the angelic variety. It’s enthralling to the Vatican Observatory astronomer 
that those halos of stars that have fallen into one galaxy from another during collisions and 
mergers can provide clues to a galaxy’s multibillion-year history. Father D’Souza, a post-doc-
toral researcher at the University of Michigan since 2016, studies the evolution of galaxies. 
His focus largely has been on the Milky Way's neighbor, the Andromeda galaxy, designated as 
M31 in French comet hunter Charles Messier's catalog of astronomical objects. Through 
months of meticulous research, Father D’Souza, 40, believes he has helped uncover a key 
part of Andromeda's past. In a paper published last July in the journal Nature Astronomy,  
Father D’Souza and fellow University of Michigan astronomer Eric Bell hypothesized that M31 
cannibalized what until about 2 billion years ago was the third largest member of the Local 
Group — a clump of galaxies, including our Milky Way and Andromeda, traveling through the 
universe together and interacting over time. The two astronomers — who share a warm  
friendship as well as a professional relationship that dates to the early 2000s when they 
 studied at Heidelberg University in Germany — suggested that Andromeda’s halo shows 
signs that another Messier object, M32, was devoured by the more massive M31 over a  
period of about 3 billion to 4 billion years. 

Jesus is always ready to help free  
people from evil, pope says 

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Christians recognize life’s great paradox that so much evil and tempta-
tion exist in the world, but that God is always present, too, ready to help and give people the 
strength to persevere, Pope Francis said. Each person has been given life, “dreams of love 
and the good,” but is then “continuously exposed to evil” aimed against himself and those 
around him, so much so that “we can be tempted to despair,” the pope said during his weekly 
general audience May 15. “In fact, Christian prayer does not close its eyes” to reality, he said. 
Christians know life can be very difficult, painful or unjust and they pray that God — who is 
greater and stronger than any evil — would offer strength to go on and would "deliver us from 
evil.” Continuing his catechesis on the Lord's Prayer, the pope reflected on the last invocation, 
“Deliver us from evil.” Jesus teaches people to always turn to God, especially when they can 
feel evil’s “threatening presence,” which St. Peter said was like an angry lion, always circling, 
ready to “devour us,” the pope said.
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