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 The Living the Mission 
Campaign continues to move 
forward thanks to the hard work 
of our pastors, their volunteers 
and our consultants from Com-
munity Counseling Services. As 
of January 7, we have received 
pledges totaling $4,426,807.90, 
about one third of the campaign 
goal of $12,000,000.  

The pilot phase, which in-
volved the parish clusters of 
Presho, Murdo and Draper, 
Martin and Kadoka and Lead 
and Deadwood was completed 
before Christmas. Four of those 
parishes exceeded their goals 
and the remaining three par-
ishes reached approximately 68 
percent of their goals. The pilot 
phase afforded Community 
Counseling Services some valu-
able information and lessons 
about conducting a campaign in 
our diocese and prepared them 
for the rest of the process. CCS 
chairman Will Wisner said, “It 
has truly been a joy to be part 
of the Living the Mission 
Campaign. The sense of iden-
tity and pride in South Dakota 
is something special and that 
has made the success possible 
that we’ve seen throughout the 
campaign to date.  In any dioc-
esan campaign, success is built 
through the efforts of the vol-
unteers in the individual par-
ishes. The geographical size 
and population density that 
make this campaign unique 
make the efforts of these vol-
unteers even more critical. We 
could not be any prouder of the 
lay leaders and pastors who we 
have worked with so far.” 

The Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perceptual Help parish also 
began the Living the Mission 
Campaign this summer. Ho-
wever, in addition to their sup-
port of the diocesan campaign 

they are also doing their own 
campaign raising additional 
funds from within their parish 
to build a new parish hall. Their 
efforts will continue for a few 
more months.  

Currently, 23 parishes 
throughout the diocese are part 
of Block One working on the 
campaign. In February, the final 
group of 37 parishes will begin 
their efforts. The priests and lay 
volunteers have spoken favor-
ably about the support they have 
received from the CCS team 
working with them on the cam-
paign.  

Conducting a capital cam-
paign is a challenge. In both 
small and large parishes ho-
wever, priests and parishioners 
have responded to this invita-
tion to live the mission of Jesus 
Christ. Father Kerry Pren-
diville said, “I have lived all my 
life in the Diocese of Rapid 
City and I’ve enjoyed the 
churches built by the genera-
tions before me. I see how my 
desire to take up the mission of 
Jesus Christ builds upon the 
faith lives of my grandparents 
and parents. I’m planting a tree 
knowing that a harvest of in-
tentional disciples will one day 
stand in its shade.”  

Building a legacy of faith and 
a legacy of giving is what the 
Living the Mission Campaign 
is all about. Lisa Meyer from 
Presho said that well. “I gave to 
the campaign to support the 
bishop's mission of spreading 
the Gospel in the diocese. I 
could see the importance of 

improving efficiency for the  
bishop and his staff with a new 
office building, and I wanted to 
help the Catholic schools keep 
costs down.” 

The five priorities of the 
campaign are all important to 
the diocese, that is, to each one 
of us. One or the other may not 
impact a given parish or parish-
ioner to the same degree as it 
does another but to be a Cath-
olic in western South Dakota 
means that we belong to one 
another — one body of Christ. 
We are part of a family of faith 
and together we are called to at-
tract and form intentional dis-
ciples who joyfully, boldly and 
lovingly proclaim and live the 
mission of Jesus Christ.  

If ministry to the Native 
American Catholics improves, 
that is a blessing for all of us; if 
the Catholic schools in Rapid 
City can operate more effec-
tively, that is a gift to everyone 
in the diocese; if the diocesan 
offices in Rapid City can work 
more efficiently, it is positive for 
the whole diocese. If the priests 
of the diocese can be assured of 
a secure retirement, this too, will 
be a gift to every parish in the 
diocese.  

Judy Javersak from Lead 
said it this way. “Through Liv-
ing the Mission, we were all in-
vited to participate in our 
larger (diocesan) family. As 
members of parishes within 
the diocese we could contrib-
ute to the needs of all in the di-
ocese. Our individual parishes 
also benefited from our gifts. 
The diocese is working to be 
good stewards of the gifts we 
give. Much thought and re-
search went in to determine 
what was needed and locally 
parishioners worked together 
to present the program to their 
peers. I liked the individual re-
sponse. All gifts were received 
with gratitude and goals were 

exceeded. Mother Teresa said,  
‘It is not how much we give but 
how much love we put into 
giving.’ I gave out of love for 
God and my neighbor. 
Through the program many 
lives are going to be touched.”  

Sharing our gifts with one 
another and working together 
to continue the mission of Jesus 
is the call of every Catholic in 
our diocese.  

If your parish has completed 
the campaign, we are deeply 
grateful for your gift. If your 
parish is currently engaged in 
the campaign, offer your assis-
tance and be pleased to receive 
the call from the volunteer who 
is working on your parish cam-
paign. Ask your questions and 
listen to the response. Most im-
portantly, prayerfully consider 
being a part of this great mis-
sion for our diocese at this time 
in our history. If your parish has 
yet to begin, be willing to par-
ticipate, knowing that your help 
and your gifts will make a dif-
ference — helping all of us to 
Live the Mission of Jesus Christ 
in our diocese.  

Prayer is the most important 
ingredient in this campaign. So 
regardless of where your parish 
is in this important process, 
please keep the Living the Mis-
sion campaign in your daily 
prayers, asking the Lord to bless 
this diocese in great abundance 
so that we as the body of Christ 
may continue the work of our 
Master.  
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