
When the diocesan See moved from Lead 
to Rapid City in August of 1930, the official 
Chancery Office was set up in the basement of 
Bishop John Jeremiah Lawler’s home at 1622 
West Boulevard. The office remained there 
until it was moved to the rectory of the newly 
constructed Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help in September of 1969. The Chancery then 
occupied the front office space and three rooms 
in the basement of the Cathedral.

In the years following the 
Second Vatican Council, 
virtually no aspect of 
Catholic life in the Diocese 
would remain untouched. 
It took several years for 
experts and scholars to 
fully process and begin 
implementing the directives 
of the Council. However, 
once initiated, then Bishop Harold J. Dimmerling found himself 
overseeing an expanding mission that would require the support 
of a larger administration and staff. In addition, Bishop Dimmerling 
found himself needing larger facilities to house these new workers 
and programs.

A new Chancery Office was built in 1975 next door to the 
Cathedral to accommodate additional ministries and the newly 
minted programs included the West River Catholic newspaper, 
the Office of Stewardship, Office of Vocations, a Health Panel, 
Youth Ministries as well as an expanded Tribunal Office. It wasn’t 
very long before the Chancery’s new office space proved to be too 
small. A separate building was built at the same location to house 
Catholic Social Services, which offered a wide range of ministerial 
services for social concerns. These two buildings still house the 
majority of the Chancery Office today. 

A New Pastoral Center

What is a 
Chancery?
Technically, the chancery 
is the branch of dioce-
san administration which 
handles all the written 
documents used in the 
official governance of 
a diocese. The person 
charged with the drawing 
up, copying, forwarding 
and filing of all official 
writings is known as the 
diocesan chancellor.
 
A new Pastoral Center 
not only includes the 
chancery but also all the 
wide variety of services 
that are provided for the 
whole diocese under the 
direction of the Bishop.



Over the past 43 
years, the Diocese 
of Rapid City has 
also witnessed a 
veritable explosion 
of participation by 
lay men and women 
in prayer groups, 
retreats, adult faith 
formation, liturgical 
and peer ministries 
in addition to the 
programs mentioned 

in the side bar. Today, the Chancery is the engine driving 
all these ministries in the name of Christ’s Church across 
the entirety of western South Dakota. The Chancery Office 
now supports a wide variety of ministries and programs 
serving over 24,240 Catholics in communities across 
the western half of our state. Yet, while these ministries 
and programs have grown to help meet the needs of 
parishioners, the Chancery office has been neglected.

Phase two of the We Walk By Faith appeal had originally 
planned for the renovation of space at Terra Sancta to be 
used for all of our diocesan offices. Due to lack of space at 
the main chancery located next to the Cathedral, several 
departments were moved to the Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center on the northwest side of Rapid City - not the most 
ideal situation. Our Pastoral Ministries, which include Faith 
Formation, Family Life Ministries, Youth and Young Adult 
Ministry, Stewardship, Vocations, the Marriage Tribunal, 
and Native American Ministries, are all currently located at 
Terra Sancta. Now because of the overwhelming success 
of Terra Sancta and the increase of diocesan staff, the 
retreat center is no longer a viable option as a new home 
for our diocesan offices.

Currently, the bishop’s staff is spread across three 
buildings in two locations. At the Chancery itself, we have 
some staff using space that was originally intended as a 
closet and file room. We also have staff who work different 
days each week in order to share a desk and shelf space. 
We have only one conference room which has to be 
shared by eight different departments and 20 staff people. 
The longer these types of issues persist, the more difficult 
and costly it will be to address. Furthermore, the shortage 
of space decreases the staff’s ability to collaborate, pray, 
and efficiently work as a team.

Administrative 
Departments 

&
Ministries

• Office of the Bishop
• Office of the Vicar-General and 

Vicar for Clergy
• Chancellor
• Tribunal
• Faith Formation

 Varitatis Splendor Institute
 Pastoral Ministry Days
 Faith on the Road
 REFUEL Conference
 Sacramental Prep
 Lay Ministry Formation
 Catechetical Support

• Youth & Young Adult Ministry
 Youth Rally
 Steubenville of the Rockies
 Totus Tuus Summer Camp
 March for Life

• Family Life Ministry
 Marriage Preparation Support 
(Heart to Heart Retreat)
 Annual Retreats
 Social Justice Commission
 Natural Family Planning
 Healing Ministries
 Divorce Separated and Widowed 
Support Groups

• Communications Office
 West River Catholic
 Social Media

• Office of Vocations
 Parish Vocations Committee
 Duc In Altum Summer Formation
 Vocation Retreat
 Seminary Visits

• Office of Worship & Liturgy
 Liturgy Commission

• Native Ministry
• Office of Stewardship
• Permanent Diaconate and Lay 

Ministry Formation
• Propagation of Faith

- Continued Next Page



A new Pastoral Center, replacing the main Chancery 
Office and chancery offices at Terra Sancta, represents an 
opportunity to improve the management of current ministries 
and programs, creating one, united spiritual center by which 
all of our pastoral ministries flow. In one central office, the 
Bishop can better attend to the needs of his whole diocesan 
staff, leading them in prayer and supporting them in ministry 
each day.

With a new Pastoral Center that will meet current and 
future diocesan needs, the Bishop and his team will be 
better able to care for the people of God, not only in Rapid 
City, but across the Diocese. And with closer proximity and 
more regular engagement with Bishop Gruss, the pastoral 
team can also spend more time focusing on what they do 
best – providing wonderful pastoral ministry to the parishes 
throughout western South Dakota.

Administrative 
Departments 

&
Ministries 

• Finance Department
  Finance Manager
  Accounts Payable
	 	 Benefits	Administration
  Parish Accounting
  Information Technology
• Development Office
• Archives Office
• Facilities and Grounds Maintenance
• Safe Environment Office
• Terra Sancta Retreat Center

Chancery Office
606 Cathedral Drive
Rapid City, SD 57701
(605) 343-3541

Campaign Office
2101 City Springs Rd
Rapid City, SD 57702
(314) 358-5088

WWW.LIVINGTHEMISSIONSD.COM


