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Inside Upcoming...

Arriving in
September
Relics of St. Pio of 
Pietrelcina “Padre Pio” are
touring the United States,
Canada and Mexico. 
Sept. 28-29 they will be
available for veneration at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
See p. 5.

Mass for the Feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary*, at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid
City, Aug. 15, will be posted
to www.rapidcitydiocese.org. 
*This service is for those home-
bound and unable to attend. It does
not meet the obligation to attend
Mass. 

Ride with the
Bishop, New date,
Sunday, July 22, 
see p. 21
Golf with the
Bishop, Monday,
Aug. 13, see p. 4

The Diocese of Rapid City in
collaboration with the Rapid City
Catholic School System
(RCCSS) is beginning a new
campaign. The planning process
for this campaign began months
ago when Bishop Robert Gruss
gathered representatives from the
diocese and the Catholic schools
to create a facility master plan for
both the diocese and the school
system. The call for this planning
process came out of the Diocesan
Priority Plan.

There were three priorities in
the vision that came from the
Diocesan Priority Plan: Reconcil-
iation, Forming Disciples and
Funding the Mission. Goals were
created for each priority. One of
the goals for “Funding the Mis-
sion” was the development of a
Diocesan Facility Master Plan.
The second goal involved a plan
for funding diocesan offices, min-
istries and facilities.  In this
process Bishop Gruss often said
that in order for us to fund the
mission, we have to ask ourselves,
what is our mission? What are the
current and future needs of the
diocese? 

The master planning process
surfaced facility needs for the dio-
cese and the school that were
deemed necessary to help us con-
tinue to live our mission. The plan
included current needs as well as
needs stretching for fifteen to
twenty years into the future. Some
facility needs were more pressing
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than others. However, in addition
to identified facility needs, other
concerns for the diocese and
RCCSS surfaced. Beyond build-
ing projects, there are other finan-
cial needs that will assist the
diocese and RCCSS in not only
carrying out but advancing their
missions. 

Upon the completion of the
initial planning process, Commu-
nity Counseling Services (CCS), a
fundraising firm from Chicago,
was hired to conduct a feasibility
study. The purpose of the feasibil-
ity study was to test the case 
elements that flowed from the
planning process, helping to 
determine which elements were
most important in the minds of
the people interviewed and to de-
termine how much money could
be raised to support those case 

elements. 
During that study, conducted

in the early winter of 2017, CCS
representatives traveled through-
out the diocese interviewing 131
priests and lay persons. Will Wis-
ner, the CCS representative, met
with people who lived in the hills
area, on the plains, and on the
reservations. 

He said, “Western South
Dakota is unique in a lot of differ-
ent ways; community identities
vary with population densities and
cultures. I learned there is a need
for outreach to bridge the per-
ceived communication gaps be-
tween groups.” 

The study revealed that the
priests and people of the diocese
were willing to support Bishop
Gruss in his vision and to join the
effort of a new campaign. The fea-

sibility study narrowed the list of
pressing needs to five and deter-
mined a $12 million goal for a
new campaign. 

CCS was hired to assist in the
planning process for conducting a
campaign moving forward. Will
Wisner, now the executive direc-
tor of our campaign, is assisted by
Kaleigh Wagner and will be
joined by two other employees
from CCS, all of whom will live in
the diocese until the campaign is
drawn to a successful completion
sometime in 2019. The process
began by Bishop Gruss assem-
bling an advisory committee of
five priests, two diocesan employ-
ees, three representatives from the
RCCSS and four members at
large whose task was to develop
the case statement to be used to
conduct the campaign. 

Father Michel Mulloy, Vicar
General of the diocese and a
member of the Advisory team,
said, “The members of the advi-
sory team asked: ‘What do we
need to live out and fulfill our
mission?’ Living the Mission — A
Legacy of Faith, A Legacy of Giving
campaign grew out of our reflec-
tion, prayer and discussion. Any
campaign is about raising money.
Yet the deeper reality that guides
that fund-raising effort is the mis-
sion of the diocese and school.
What do we believe the Holy
Spirit is calling us to do in our
diocese?”

Campaign, Continued on p. 2

BY CHANCERY STAFF
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Campaign, Continued from p.1______ operates, belongs to everyone,” Father Mul-
loy said.  “It is the focal point for the
bishop’s service to his people in all of the
parishes. We have grown as a diocese in the
services and outreach provided to parish-
ioners of the diocese.” Due to this growth,
the bishop’s staff was split into two loca-
tions five years ago. A new pastoral center
will allow the chancery staff to come back
together so that more effective collabora-
tion can take place between the bishop and
his staff. This also greatly assists the out-
reach the Chancery staff can provide in
service to everyone across the diocese. 

The second facility project is the expan-
sion of the kitchen and dining facilities at
St. Thomas More High School. The growth
of Rapid City Catholic School System has
created this need for preparing and serving
meals in a timely fashion for the nearly 500
students in both the middle school and the
high school. Additionally, this facility ex-
pansion will provide more meeting and
storage space for the growing school pop-
ulation. 

Support for three endowments make up
the remaining five case elements for this
campaign.   Bishop Gruss and the Diocesan
Finance Council see the need to more fully
fund the Priest Pension Fund. Supporting
our priests in their retirement is vital. Our
current endowment is not fully funded, and
this campaign will significantly impact our
ability to assist our priests in their retired
years. 

There is also a great need to create an
endowment to support ministry on the Na-

tive American reservations. Father Mulloy
noted, “The funding sources that the Dio-
cese of Rapid City has relied upon to meet
the needs of our brothers and sisters on our
five reservations have diminished over the
past years. We must find new ways to sup-
plement this ministry. Also, in recent years
two of the five diocesan reservations have
fallen under the direct responsibility of the
diocese. The diocese is trying to figure out
how we can effectively minister to the
parishioners on these reservations while
supporting the religious orders who work
on the other three reservations.”

The Rapid City Catholic School System
is seeking to increase their endowment in
order to be more competitive in teacher
salaries and keep tuition affordable. At-
tracting and retaining quality teachers is es-
sential to the mission of the school system.
At the same time, because the RCCSS is
tuition based, it is important to strive to
make a Catholic school education afford-
able to all who seek that option for their
children. The endowment will be another

step along the way of fulfilling their mis-
sion of excellence in education in the
Catholic tradition. 

“We belong to each other, we are broth-
ers and sisters and we all are the Diocese of
Rapid City,” Father Mulloy said. “We have
a common mission which is carried out in
all the various ministries in the parishes
throughout the diocese.” Kaleigh Wagner,
CCS campaign director, said that the idea
that we are brothers and sisters in Christ is
Catholic stewardship. She believes this
campaign will be a great way to demon-
strate our service of one another, an excel-
lent opportunity for us to come together to
continue to live our mission, creating a
legacy of faith and giving. 

Please, direct questions regarding the
Living the Mission — A Legacy of Faith, A
Legacy of Giving, campaign to Fr. Michel
Mulloy, PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD
57709; or 605-343-3541, or email 
mmulloy@diorc.org. 

See also, Bishop Robert Gruss’ 
column on p.  3. 

OMAHA, Neb. (CNS) — Encouraging an act of mercy and arguing it would not com-
promise justice, Nebraska’s three Catholic bishops said July 6 they oppose the scheduled
execution in August of death-row inmate Carey Dean Moore.

“As the Catholic bishops of Nebraska, we recognize that our society has a pervasive
culture of violence and death, which can only be transformed by a counterculture of justice
and mercy,” said Archbishop George J. Lucas of Omaha and Bishops James D. Conley of
Lincoln and Joseph G. Hanefeldt of Grand Island.

“Each time we consider applying capital punishment, Nebraska has an opportunity to
respond to an act of violence with an act of mercy that does not endanger public safety or
compromise the demands of justice,” they said in a statement released by the Nebraska
Catholic Conference.

“There is no doubt the state has the responsibility to administer just punishment. How-
ever, given our modern prison system, the execution of Carey Dean Moore is not necessary
to fulfill justice and, for that reason, would undermine respect for human life,” the bishops
said. “We continue to offer our sincerest prayers for all victims and those affected by the
heinous crimes of Mr. Moore, and we pray for his conversion of heart.”

The Nebraska Supreme Court issued a death warrant July 5 for Moore, who would be
the first inmate executed in 21 years in the state, and the first by lethal injection. The ex-
ecution would have to take place Aug. 14, the warrant said.

Moore, 60, has indicated he would not contest his execution. Convicted of killing
Omaha cab drivers Maynard Helgeland and Reuel Van Ness five days apart in 1979, he
was sentenced to death in 1980. Courts have issued multiple stays over the years preventing
his scheduled execution, and he has served more time in prison than any of Nebraska’s 11
other death-row inmates.

The Nebraska Catholic Conference has long opposed use of the death penalty, and the
state’s bishops urged and then backed lawmakers’ 2015 ban on capital punishment, in-
cluding a successful override of Gov. Pete Ricketts’ veto.

Nebraska Catholic bishops oppose 
execution of death-row inmate
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The first step in the campaign will be to
conduct a pilot phase with four parishes.
Lead/Deadwood, Martin/Kadoka, Presho/
Murdo/Draper and Cathedral/Hermosa
are the parish groups that will test the cam-
paign. Following the completion of the
pilot phase this summer, the remaining
parishes will be divided into two blocks. The
campaign will be conducted in each block,
one this fall and the other block early in
next calendar year.  

The CCS team will be assisting every
parish group in their campaign efforts. They
will train pastors and volunteers and work
closely with the people of each parish to
make the campaign a positive experience.
Campaign pledges will be redeemed over a
five-year period. Each parish will be as-
signed a goal and if the parish is able to
reach their goal, 20 percent of the monies
collected will be returned to the parish for
their own use as determined by them. If a
parish exceeds its goal, 60 percent of any
additional funds collected will also be re-
turned to the parish. Another feature of this
campaign will be the opportunity for ranch-
ers and farmers to make contributions
through grain and/or cattle. This will be a
benefit to those working the land both in
terms of supporting the campaign and re-
ceiving a tax credit. 

The campaign has two facility projects
and three endowments. Creating a new pas-
toral center, or chancery, is a high priority.
“What people need to understand is the
chancery, the office out of which the bishop



Again, on pages 1 and 2,
more information about
these goals can be found.
These current needs, as
well as future needs not
described here, were de-
veloped through a com-
prehensive master plan-
ning process completed
in June 2017. 
Living the Mission —

A Legacy of Faith, A
Legacy of Giving pro-
vides the people of the
Diocese of Rapid City a real opportunity to
not only carry forward the legacy of Jesus,
but to leave our own legacy for generations
to come just as those before us have done.
This legacy of faith and generosity has been
the hallmark of the diocese for generations. 

I hope that you will join me in continu-
ing this holy tradition following in the foot-
steps of our Master, who not only showed
us the way, but taught us the way. Together,
we will leave a wonderful legacy for those
who follow us and the mission of Jesus can
become more fully present among us, all
across the diocese. 

May Christ’s peace, love, joy, and faith
reign in our hearts. 

No Greater Love

Bishop 
Robert Gruss

Diocese of
Rapid City

Subject to Change Without Notice

Bishop’s Calendar
July 22-August 132018

Most people do not think about leaving
a legacy. Perhaps it is because we think lega-
cies are for people with a lot of money or
cultural clout, for people who are famous or
who have done significant things in their
lives.  “How can someone as simple and
small like me leave any type of legacy?” we
think. 

But Jesus did not fit into any of those
categories. He was a humble, dependent,
faithful and compassionate man, seeking to
do the Father’s will, sharing the Father’s
love, rejected by many people, willing to
suffer and die for humankind, yet the legacy
he left has continued for more than two
thousand years. 

Materially, Jesus left nothing. He left no
widow, and no children. He gave away prac-
tically everything he had during the course
of his life and was stripped of everything
left when he died. Yet, Jesus left a greater
inheritance than anyone in human history.
He passed it on to eleven fearful apostles
who became empowered through the gift of
the Holy Spirit and then they carried this
legacy into their future. Because of those
humble and challenging beginnings, even
today, we still draw on that legacy and al-
ways will.

Jesus’ legacy has been given to each one
of us to carry forward. Like the first disci-
ples, each of us is called into the mission
field to proclaim Christ crucified and risen,
“living the mission of Jesus Christ, leading
to eternal life.” Christ’s mission has been
given to each of us in baptism and strength-
ened again through the Sacrament of Con-
firmation. The Lord has promised to “be
with us always” (Mt 28:20) never depriving
us of the help necessary to carry out that
which has been entrusted to us.

The mission statement of the Diocese

clearly reflects this: 
We, the Diocese of Rapid City, through the

power of the Holy Spirit, are called to attract
and form intentional disciples who joyfully,
boldly and lovingly proclaim and live the mis-
sion of Jesus Christ, leading to eternal life.

Each of us must answer our call to evan-
gelize, to share the Gospel so that Jesus’
mission is lived in our own time and for
generations to come. 

The vision of the Diocese of Rapid City
expressed in the Priority Plan also echoes
the vision of Jesus and his public ministry.
Recall our vision statement: 
Reconcile – Make Disciples – Live the
Mission. Our vision statement provides the
window in which we see our mission. These
identifying marks — Reconcile – Make
Disciples – Live the Mission — are the
foundation stones for moving the diocese
forward in the future.

As you will read on pages 1 and 2 in this
edition of the West River Catholic, the dio-
cese is embarking upon a capital campaign
to assist in the work of carrying forward the
legacy of Jesus into our future. To reflect
this, the campaign has been entitled: Living
the Mission — A Legacy of Faith, A Legacy of
Giving.  

Living the Mission invites each of us to
personally take up the mission of Jesus,

leaving our own legacy of faith and a legacy
of giving in response to our call to disciple-
ship. Living the Mission as outlined in the
Vision Statement in the Priority Plan is not
a project to complete but an ongoing way
of discipleship. It is also reflected through
the Living the Mission — A Legacy of Faith,
A Legacy of Giving campaign whereby our
generosity offers us the hope of continuing
the mission of Jesus in the Diocese of Rapid
City and the Rapid City Catholic School
System for years to come by meeting cur-
rent pressing needs.

The goal of the Living the Mission cam-
paign is $12,000,000 to support a new Pas-
toral Center, the Priests’ Pension Plan,
Native American Ministry, the RCCSS
Endowment and a new cafeteria and
kitchen at St. Thomas More High School.

July 22, Sunday
Annual Ride with the Bishop for BHSU Newman Center, Spearfish 
(Rescheduled from June 24)
July 25, Wednesday
9:30 a.m. Cabinet Chiefs Meeting, Chancery 
July 27, Friday
8 a.m Chancery Staff Mass/Social for Bishop’s Anniversary, Terra Sancta
July 29, Sunday
2 p.m. Mass, Our Lady of Victory Church, Plainview
July 31,Tuesday
6:30 p.m. CSS Board Meeting, CSS office
August 2,Thursday
11 a.m Sioux Spiritual Center Board Meeting, Sioux Spiritual Center
August 3, Friday
Clergy Seminarian Day, Hot Springs/Angostura
10:30 a.m. Mass, Admission to Candidacy of Robert Kinyon, St. Anthony, Hot Springs
August 13, Monday
Bishop’s Golf Classic, Arrowhead

‘Together, we will leave a wonderful legacy for those who follow’ 
‘Jesus’ legacy has been given to each

one of us to carry forward. Like the
first disciples, each of us is called into
the mission field to proclaim Christ 
crucified and risen...’
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God’s grace comes in
unexpected ways

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — God does
not conform to people’s expectations, and
he often presents himself and his graces in
surprising ways, Pope Francis said.

“God does not conform himself to pre-
conceptions. We have to make an effort to
open our hearts and minds to accept the di-
vine reality that presents itself to us,” the
pope said before praying the Angelus to
those gathered in St. Peter’s Square July 8.

For example, the pope said, the people of
Nazareth could not understand how Jesus,
a simple carpenter with no formal educa-
tion, could perform miracles and outdo
even the scribes with his teachings. 

Being so familiar with Jesus’ family and
modest roots, the residents go from being
in awe to being incredulous at what the
Lord had to say, Pope Francis said.

“Instead of opening themselves up to re-
ality, they are scandalized,” he said, because
in their minds, God would never lower
himself to speak through such an ordinary
man. 

“It’s the scandal of the incarnation,”
which still exists today, he said, when people
have preconceived notions about God,
which keep them from recognizing him. 

“It’s about having faith; the lack of faith
is an obstacle to God’s grace. Many bap-
tized live as if Christ didn’t exist —  they
repeat the gestures and signs of faith, but
these do not correspond to a real bond to
the person of Jesus and his Gospel,” he said.

“The Lord invites us to adopt an ap-
proach of humble listening and waiting
meekly because God’s grace often presents
itself to us in surprising ways that do not
match our expectations,” he added. 

St. Teresa of Kolkata is a good example
of this, he said. She was a petite, poor nun
who — with prayer and good works — did
miraculous, great things and “revolutionized
the charitable work of the church.”

“She is an example for our day,” the pope
said, asking that people open themselves up
to God’s grace, truth, mission and mercy,
“which is meant for everyone, without any-
one excluded.”

Check out the Website for the
Diocese of Rapid City at
www.rapidcitydiocese.org
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Through the work of the St. Pio Foun-
dation, authentic relics of St. Pio of
Pietrelcina have traveled throughout the
United States, Canada and Mexico. By in-
vitation of Bishop Robert Gruss on Friday,
September 28 and Saturday, September
29, they will be at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. The
Diocese of Rapid City is one of 40 places
in the U.S. to host the relics for veneration
this year. 

Francesco Forgione was born May 25,
1887, in Pietrelcina, Italy. By age 10 he 
expressed his desire to become a priest. At
age 15 he joined the Order of Friars
Minor Capuchin and took the name Pio
in honor of St. Pius V. August 10, 1910,
he was ordained a priest. A month later,
he said, while praying Jesus and Mary 
appeared to him and gave him the 
stigmata or wounds of Christ. While
praying for an end to World War I, he said
Christ appeared and pierced his side. As a
result, he suffered in poor health for much

of his life. 
Padre Pio was highly sought after as a

spiritual director and confessor. Supernat-
ural occurrences were also attributed to
him. His popularity was a source of con-
cern for his religious order and the Holy
See. They restricted much of his ministry
during his lifetime. He died September
23, 1968, and was canonized June 16,
2002, by Pope John Paul II. His feast day
is September 23. St. Pio is the patron saint
of civil defense volunteers, adolescents and
the village of Pietrelcina. 

Luciano Lamonarca, president and
CEO of the St. Pio Foundation said in a
letter, “I wish to extend our gratitude to

you for your support of this pilgrimage of
the relics of Padre Pio. Offering such an
opportunity to the many thousands of
faithful of the diocese and its neighboring
dioceses requires much cooperative plan-
ning and effort on the part of both the St.
Pio Foundation and the diocese. 

“From the outset, the St. Pio Founda-
tion decided to bring the relics of St. Pio
to any diocese that would request them,

whether large or small. A recent survey
brought to our attention that at least 90
percent of those attending the veneration
of the relics have never visited nor will be
able to visit Pietrelcina nor San Giovanni
Rotondo where the shrine of St. Pio is in
Italy.”

Deacon Greg Kandra, the honorary ad-
vocate for the foundation, from New
Rochelle, New York, said, “I’m sure you
can appreciate that the hosting of these
relics is a singular and even historic mo-
ment that can only help to inspire the
faithful and offer many spiritual riches.”

Preliminary plans include Mass with
Bishop Robert Gruss, veneration and rec-
onciliation. When the schedule is finalized
it will be published in the West River
Catholic.

Cathedral will host ‘Padre Pio’ relics for veneration

The Diocese of Rapid City is now on
Instagram. Follow us at

rapidcitydiorc

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM
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The Diocese of Rapid City has been informed
that two of their staff members have won both

state and national communication
awards. All entries are from
the 2017 calendar year. The
first-place South Dakota
Press Women entries go on
the National Federation of
Press Women Contest and
those awards will be distributed in 
September. The NFPW is headquartered in

Mechanicsville, Va.
Laurie Hallstrom, West River Catholic editor won the

following awards from the South Dakota Press
Women Communications Contest: 

1st place Sections and Supple-
ments for the March 2017 special
section on Bishop-elect Steve Biegler;
2nd place in Single Photograph for
hoop dancers at the National Tekak-
witha Conference; and Honorable
Mention for Specialty Articles-
Religion for stories on the National
Tekakwitha Conference and Black Elk
Cause for Canonization to open. At
the national level she won a 2nd
Place for Bishop-elect Biegler section. 
Becky Berreth, West River Catholic

assistant editor/ Social Media specialist
won the following awards from the SDPW
Communications Contest:
1st place in Single Photograph – a 

Silhouette of the Living Stations of the
Cross at St. Thomas More High School;
1st place for a Single Advertisement for
print or electronic publication — an adver-
tisement for a rosary rally; 1st place Ad-
vertising Campaign built around one
subject — Chrism Mass promotions that
included website, social media, and West
River Catholic. At the national level
Berreth did well also: 2nd Place: Chrism
Mass ad campaign; 3rd Place: Photo from
the Living Stations and Honorable Mention: Rosary Rally
social media advertisement.

WRC staff does well in communications contests

HM
SDPW

HM
NFPW

2nd
SDPW

1st
SDPW

1st
SDPW

1st
SDPW

1st
SDPW

3rd
NFPW

2nd
NFPW

2nd
NFPW

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Diocese of Rapid City is accepting
applications for the full-time position of 
Director of Development.
FUNCTIONS:
The Director plans, organizes, implements and
evaluates all philanthropic activities for the 
support and benefit of the Diocese of Rapid City
including but not limited to the Annual Appeal, 
Annual Giving Society, Estate gifts and special
needs gifts. The Director is responsible for grant
applications and the management of fundraising
programs.  Ensures all activities are conducted in
support of the mission, philosophy and values of
the Diocese of Rapid City and the Roman Catholic
Church. Supervises and trains a Grant Writer and
the Assistant to the Director of Development. 
QUALIFICATIONS:
Bachelor’s degree in business administration or
related field. Knowledge of effective fundraising
strategies and techniques for small to medium–
sized nonprofits. Experience building and 
maintaining a contact management system of
donors in which planned donor contacts are initi-
ated from the development office based on capac-
ity to give and affinity with the diocesan activity or
program. Self-starter, good communication skills,
experience in public relations, strong interper-
sonal relationship skills. Demonstrated success
with planned giving programs.
Demonstrates proficient computer skills and 
familiarity of Microsoft Office software applica-
tions including Outlook, Word, Excel and Power-
Point. May also require the ability to use Access,
and desktop publishing software as required. 
Ability to learn and effectively use various data 
collection and database management systems to
record data as required. Demonstrates familiarity
and proficiency with Internet tools and techniques
for searching, extracting and processing informa-
tion.
APPLICATION PROCESS:
A job description and a diocesan application form
can be found on the website by clicking on the 
employment icon at 
https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
Interested individuals should submit via e-mail or
regular mail, a letter of application along with their
resume listing three professional references and
a completed application form to: 
msimonson@diorc.org or:
Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City
606 Cathedral Drive, Rapid City SD 57701
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive
salary and benefits package.
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July 31, Tuesday
sDeadline for submissions. 

Paper mailed Tuesday, August 21.
)605-343-3541

8lhallstrom@diorc.org
8bberreth@diorc.org
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July 21, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. Held
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City, from 9 a.m.-noon. Next
Seminar, September 22, Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City. Preregistration re-
quired. )Amy 605-716-5214 or 
8ajulian@diorc.org.

sMcIntosh Open House: St. Bonaven-
ture Parish, Mcintosh, will have an open
house in honor of the 100th anniversary of
the parish. Held in the parish hall from 
1-3 p.m. to coincide with the McIntosh
Alumni Celebration. 

July 22, Sunday
sRide with Bishop: Begins with Mass at

8:30 a.m. at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish,
followed by a bike blessing, ride and poker
run, and BBQ. Benefits the Black Hills
State University Newman Center. See ad
on p. 21 for more information.

July 27, Friday
sHeart to Heart Weekend for the En-

gaged: For engaged Couples to deepen
their relationship with each other and God

by exploring the Catholic church’s vision of
marriage. Required for couples doing mar-
riage prep in the diocese. Ends July 30.
8terrasancta.org/heart2heart.

August 1, Wednesday 
sVeritatis Splendor Institute Registra-

tion Deadline: Do you want to a better un-
derstanding of what the church teaches?
VSI is a catechist certification program for
all who are interested in sharing the mission
of the church. Basic and Masters certifica-
tion programs are offered. 8www.Veritatis
SplendorInstitute.com. See ad on p. 12 for
more information.

August 3, Friday
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First Fri-

day prayers and devotions 6 p.m. in the Sa-
cred Heart Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help. First Saturday, August 4,
begins with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by
8 a.m. Mass and exposition in Our Lady’s
Chapel, Cathedral. )Dr. Kopriva 605-343-
6202.

September 7, Friday
sFirst Friday: Mass at 11:15 a.m.,

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall.
Everyone welcome. 

s50th Anniversary of the Diaconate
Open House/Mass: Held at 6 p.m. A pub-
lic reception to follow Mass. Watch for
more details.

September 22, Saturday
sThe Summit 2018: Held at Terra

Sancta Retreat Center, 10 a.m.-8 p.m.

Lunch and dinner provided. $25 individual
or $50 per family. Day includes Sunday vigil
Mass. Child care will be available. Youth
Tracks for pre-k through high school stu-
dents. 8www.The2018Summit.com.

September 24, Monday
sBereavement Support Group: An

eight-week non-denominational support
group open to all Christian adults who have
lost a loved one due to death. Held at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Janece Rieman at 605-343-5547.

Standing Events
sCentering Prayer: Held Wednesdays

at 5 p.m. at Terra Sancta. Led by Sandi
Ohlen. Please use south patio entrance and
join the group in the Solarium at Terra
Sancta.

sOLPH Eucharistic Apostles of Di-
vine Mercy: First Saturday, 9 a.m., Cathe-
dral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. )Pam
Ekberg 605-719-9669.

sPrayer and Lectio: Thursdays 6:30 p.m.,
St. Martin Monastery. )Sister Marmion
Howe, OSB, 605-343-8011.

sPatriotic Rosary: Thursdays 6 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sDivine Mercy Chaplet: Sundays, 3
p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help. Followed by the patriotic rosary.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sFamily Rosary: Sundays, 7 p.m., St.
Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid
City. )Mark Biggs 605-343-2467.

sHope for New Life Jail Ministry:
Third Monday, 7 p.m., Catholic Social
Services. )Tony Galles 605-348-2301 or
Mary Sperlich 605-342-9343.

sVocation Discernment Retreats:
)Sister Mary Wegher, OSB, 605-343-
8011.

sSpiritual Direction: At St. Martin
Monastery. )Sr. Margaret Hinker, OSB, or
Sr. Edna  Marie Stephenson, OSB, 605-
343-8011.

sDivine Mercy Image: Would you like
to host a traveling Divine Mercy Image in
your home for up to 27 days to pray the Di-
vine Chaplet/Novena? A rosary and infor-
mation about the image are included.
)Georgine 605-441-8140.

sSpanish Bible Study: Learn about the
Catholic faith, from 5:45-7:30 p.m., at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City,
room 107. Everyone welcome. Aprendiendo
nuestra Fe Catolica los Miercoles de 5:45-7:30
p.m. Todos estan Beinvenidos, salon 107.
)Maria Munoz 605-791-3430.

sTutor Volunteers Needed: Overcom-
ing the language barrier ministry at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, is looking
for volunteers interested in helping adults
with English reading, writing, and speaking
skills. Participants will be introduced to the
Lauback Way to Reading with an emphasis
on English language learners. )Christine
Leichtnam 605-342-8598, 8cleicht@rap.
midco.net or )Maria Munoz 605-791-
3430.

Steubenville of the Rockies 2018
More than 150 teens and adult chaperones loaded onto three buses to attend
the 17th Annual Steubenville of the Rockies, in Denver, Colo., June 22-24. This
year’s group represented 17 parishes and St. Thomas More High School. The theme
was “Revealed: In this way the love of God was revealed to us: God sent his only
Son into the world so that we might have life through him” (1 John 4:9). Students
listened to vocations and witness talks and music by Ennie Hickman, Ben Walther,
Father Louis Merosne, Paul Kim, Megan Mastroianni, and Kelly Colangelo. Students

also had the opportunity to participate in Eucharistic adoration, confession, Mass,
and giving their own witness testimonies to each other on the trip back to South
Dakota. 
The Denver conference, a longtime outreach of Franciscan University of

Steubenville, Ohio, was one of serveral Steubenville conferences nationwide. 
(Photo courtesy Jacques Daniel)



“If you abide in me,
and my words abide in
you, ask whatever you
will, and it shall be done
for you.” John 15:7

“Ask and it will be
given you; seek and you
will find; knock and it
will be opened to you.”
Matthew 7:7

Sometimes we think
we read over these
words of Jesus without
really allowing them to
sink into our minds and
hearts. Do we truly be-
lieve that this is true?
And if so, do we act out
of that truth? Fr. Mark
shared with me recently,
“Sometimes I just don’t
think we take this seri-
ously and become a
beggar in prayer before
the Lord.” Over the
next couple of months,
we are encouraging
everyone to practice
being a beggar before
the Lord in a very par-

ticular way. In mid-June, 60 people from
around the diocese joined the Office of
Stewardship for a day-and-a-half training
conducted by Chris Stewart and Tony
Brandt of Casting Nets Ministries. At
that training, we explored the diocesan
Core Value of Prayer as well as the power
of Invitation (one of the aspects of Gener-
ous Hospitality). And we were inspired to
use what we were learning to help work
and pray for the success of the 2018 Stew-
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ardship Summit. This year’s Summit is an
evangelistic event designed to help and
foster an encounter with the living person
of Jesus and the Holy Spirit in a new way
in people’s lives. We are committed to
praying as many Memorares as possible
between now and September for the suc-
cess of this event. In Tony’s words, “a
plethora.”  

Why the Memorare? As we bring our
desires before the Lord, who better than
Mary to stand beside us and add her own
intercession? The Memorare also has a
long history in the church, dating back to
the 15th century. St. Francis DeSales, a
saint from the 16th century, prayed it daily
and credited the Blessed Virgin with sav-
ing him from falling into despair or heresy
during a very difficult time in the church.
Another priest from about the same time,
Fr. Claude Bernard, is well known for his
promotion of the prayer. He credited his
miraculous healing to the prayer and then
printed over 200,000 leaflets containing
the Memorare and distributed them
widely. In more recent times, St. Teresa of
Calcutta was an advocate of the prayer,
often using it when she faced an emer-
gency situation and most needed a mira-
cle. Steven Minnis, President of
Benedictine College in Atchison, Kan., is
convinced Our Lady has blessed the
school many times through this prayer. In
2007, when enrollment was dropping, he
employed the Memorare Army to pray
that more students be given the experi-
ence of a Benedictine College education.
After the 30 members prayed over 1200
Memorares apiece, 1232 full-time under-
graduate students enrolled for the fall. He
also credits the school’s Memorare Army
with assisting with many of the building
projects undertaken in recent years.  

Will you join us in praying 10 Memo-
rares each day for the intentions of:

Bringing those the Lord desires to this 
year’s Summit

The successful planning of all of 

l

l

l

l

elements of the Summit 
The speakers who will share their 

inspirational stories
An outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon

all who will come

Join us, success can come through prayers

To purchase cards like this one, please visit: http://castingnetsministries.com/giftstore.



The vacation season
is an opportunity to
escape TwitterWorld
and do some serious
reading. These books
will help make your
summer enjoyable, in-
structive, or both.

“Something Won-
derful: Rodgers and
H a m m e r s t e i n ’ s
Broadway Revolu-
tion,” by Todd S. Pur-
dum (Henry Holt):
From Showboat
(1927) through The

Man of La Mancha (1965), musical com-
edy was America’s most successful native art
form, and at the center of that bountiful
harvest of story and song were Richard
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II. This
tale of their collaboration, replete with in-
side-Broadway stuff, is also laugh-out-loud
funny at certain points. Throughout, and
while acknowledging their human flaws,
Purdum helps us get to know two creative
geniuses who lifted the spirits of tens of
millions through entertainment that didn’t
appeal to derangement.

“A Gentleman in Moscow,” by Amor
Towles (Viking): Count Alexander Rostov,
sentenced by a post-revolutionary Soviet
court to spend the rest of his life in
Moscow’s Metropol Hotel, is the central
character in the most charming new novel
I’ve read in years. Inside the Metropol,
where he’s reduced to waiting on tables, the
witty Count Rostov creates a humane world
of friendship, fidelity, and appreciation for
the finer things of life while communist
goons demolish the old Russia outside the
hotel’s doors. The politics are kept in the
background, however, and Towles’s touch is
both deft and light in depicting a man who
refuses to betray the truths about human
decency with which he grew up — no mat-
ter how politically incorrect they may be at
the moment. 

Alexander McCall Smith, perhaps best
known for his No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency series, is also the author of four hi-
larious sendups of German academic pre-
tentiousness: “Portuguese Irregular Verbs,
The Finer Points of Sausage Dogs, At the
Villa of Reduced Circumstances, and Un-
usual Uses for Olive Oil” (Anchor). The
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Prayer Intentions of 
the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady
appears to the Medjugorje visionary
Marija to give us her message.

George 
Weigel

Senior fellow
Ethics and 
Public Policy
Center in 

Washington, D.C.

“Dear Children! This is the day that the
Lord gave me to give Him thanks for
each of you, for those who have con-
verted and have accepted my messages
and have set out on the way of conver-
sion and holiness. Rejoice, little children,
because God is merciful and loves you all
with His immeasurable love and leads
you to the way of salvation through my
coming here. I love you all and give you
my Son that He may give you peace.
Thank you for having responded to my
call.” 6/25/18

The Summer Reading List
misadventures of the obtusely arrogant and
inept Prof. Dr. Moritz-Maria von Igelfeld
may remind some of certain personalities
on today’s German Catholic scene; but I
couldn’t possibly comment on that.  

“The Forty Days of Musa Dagh,” by
Franz Werfel (Verba Mundi): Before leav-
ing on a flight to Australia in 2001, I asked
the editor and critic Norman Podhoretz,
“What are the great long novels you think
I haven’t read?” He immediately named
Werfel’s story of the Armenian genocide
during World War I, which easily got me
from Los Angeles to Sydney. The story is
gripping, but above all, Musa Dagh is a fine
study in character — especially the qualities
required of leaders under grave circum-
stances. Which gives it a certain contempo-
raneity. 

“World War II at Sea: A Global His-
tory,” by Craig L. Symonds (Oxford Uni-
versity Press), offers a panoramic view of
the effect of sea power on history between
1939 and 1945. Symonds’s emphasis on the
merchant marines of various powers, the
fragility of maritime supply chains, and the
American capacity to build the shipping
that made possible the logistical support for
U.S. armies fighting simultaneously in Eu-
rope and Asia, adds an often-overlooked di-
mension to the story. Enjoy it yourself; but
consider it, too, as a gift for a millennial
who thinks “Midway” is just the name of a
Southwest Airlines hub in Chicago. 

“What Will Dr. Newman Do? John
Henry Newman and Papal Infallibility,
1865-1875,” by John R. Page (Liturgical

In his book “Lessons in Hope: My Unex-
pected Life with St. John Paul II,” George
Weigel recounts the story of and anecdotes
from his mealtime conversations with St.
John Paul II. (CNS photo courtesy of George
Weigel) 

Outdoor Mass at Terra Sancta
Join us as we celebrate the Eucharist at the Mt. of Beatitudes Amphitheater on Sunday, 
July 22 at 8 a.m. Fr Mark McCormick will preside at this open air Mass on the Terra Sancta 
campus — a great way to begin the final day of Hills Alive in Rapid City. Benches are available in
the amphitheater — bring a chair for a more comfortable seat. Parking in the south or west lot ...
follow the arrows to the amphitheater located on the hillside west of the retreat center. 
Terra Sancta is located at 2101 City Springs Rd, Rapid City, SD.

AUGUST
Universal: The treasure
of Families — That any
far-reaching decisions of 
economists and politicians
may protect the family as
one of the treasures of 
humanity. 

Press): Drawing on a decade of Newman’s
wide-ranging correspondence, Page paints
a portrait of the Catholic intellectual as
churchman: someone determined to remain
faithful to the truth, who knew how to be
constructively critical; someone who didn’t
break into hives when his ecclesiastical op-
ponents made serious mistakes; someone
convinced of the capacity of history and the
Holy Spirit to see the church through
stormy times. In brief, another tale for this
ecclesiastical season.

“American Pastimes: The Very Best of
Red Smith,” edited by Daniel Okrent (Li-
brary of America): The prologue, a mini-
memoir, is worth the price of the entire
book, but while admiring Red Smith’s prose
about everyone from Seabiscuit to Willie
Mays, don’t miss Dan Okrent’s fine intro-
duction and its crisp analysis of what makes
for great writing, about sports or anything
else. 

Also,  my own latest offerings: “Lessons
in Hope: My Unexpected Life with St.
John Paul II” (Basic Books) and “The
Fragility of Order: Catholic Reflections
on Turbulent Times” (Ignatius Press). The
former is, I hope, entertaining.



Our culture doesn’t
give us easy permis-
sion to mourn. Its un-
derlying ethos is that
we move on quickly
from loss and hurt,
keep our griefs quiet,
remain strong always,
and get on with life.

But mourning is
something that’s vital
to our health, some-
thing we owe to our-
selves. Without
mourning our only
choice is to grow hard
and bitter in the face
of disappointment, 
rejection, and loss.

And these will always make themselves
felt.

We have many things to mourn in life:
We are forever losing people and things.
Loved ones die, relationships die, friends
move away, a marriage falls apart, a love
we want but can’t have obsesses us, a
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There’s no place to put the pain except into mourning 
dream ends in disappointment, our chil-
dren grow away from us, jobs are lost, and
so too one day our youth and our health.
Beyond these many losses that ask for our
grief there’s the need to grieve the simple
inadequacy of our lives, the perfect sym-
phony and consummation that we could
never have. Like
Jephthah’s
daughter, all of
us have to
mourn things
we will never
live to see. 
( Jgs 11:36) 

How? How
do we mourn so
that our mourning is not an unhealthy
self-indulgence but a process that restores
us to health and buoyancy?

There’s no simple formula and the for-
mula is different for everyone. Grieving,
like loving, has to respect our unique reti-
cence, what we’re comfortable with and
not comfortable with. But some things are
the same for all of us.

First, there’s the need to accept and 
acknowledge both our loss and the pain
which with we’re left. Denial of either, loss
or pain, is never a friend. The frustration
and helplessness within which we find
ourselves must be accepted, and accepted
with the knowledge too that there’s no

place to put the pain except, as
Rilke says, to give it back to
earth itself, to the heaviness of
the oceans from which ulti-
mately comes the saltwater
which makes up our tears. 

Next, mourning is a process
that takes time, sometimes a lot
of time, rather than something
we can achieve quickly by a

simple decision. We cannot simply will
our emotions back to health. They need to
heal and healing is an organic process.
What’s involved?

In many instances there’s the need to
give ourselves permission to be angry, to
rage for a time, to allow ourselves to feel
the disappointment, loss, unfairness, and
anger. Loss can be bitter and that bitter-
ness needs to be accepted with honesty,
but also with the courage and discipline to
not let it have us lash out at others. And
for that to happen, for us not to lay blame
and lash out at others, we need help. 

All pain can be borne if it can be
shared and so we need people to listen to
us and share our pain without trying to fix
it. Pride is our enemy here. We need the
humility to entrust others to see our
wound.

Finally, not least, we need patience,
long-suffering and perseverance. Mourn-
ing can’t be rushed. The healing of soul,
like the healing of body, is an organic
process with its own non-negotiable
timetable for unfolding. But this can be a

major test of our patience and hope. We
can go through long periods of darkness
and grief where nothing seems to be
changing, the heaviness and the paralysis
remain, and we’re left with the feeling that
things will never get better, that we will
never find lightness of heart again. But
grief and mourning call for patience, pa-
tience to stay the course with the heavi-
ness and the helplessness. The Book of
Lamentations tells us that sometimes all
we can do is put our mouths to the dust
and wait. The healing is in the waiting. 

Henri Nouwen was a man very familiar
with mourning and loss. An over-sensitive
soul, he sometimes suffered depressions
and obsessions that left him emotionally
paralyzed and seeking professional help.
On one such occasion, while working
through a major depression, he wrote his
deeply insightful book, “The Inner Voice
of Love.”  There he gives us this advice:
“The great challenge is living your wounds
through instead of thinking them through.
It is better to cry than to worry, better to
feel your wounds deeply than to under-
stand them, better to let them enter into
your silence than to talk about them. The
choice you face constantly is whether you
are taking your hurts to your head or to
your heart. In your head you can analyze
them, find their causes and consequences,
and coin words to speak and write about
them. But no final healing is likely to
come from that source. You need to let
your wounds go down into your heart.
Then you can live them through and dis-
cover that they will not destroy you. Your
heart is greater than your wounds.” 

We are greater than our wounds. Life is
greater than death. God’s goodness is
greater than all loss. Mourning our losses
is the path to appropriating those truths.
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I would like to thank the Catholic Daughters and the
Hubbeling family for awarding me the Janet Hubbeling
Scholarship. This wonderful financial gift is allowing me to
attend the Catholic liberal arts school, Benedictine College
next fall. I plan to study pre-medicine and get involved in
campus ministry. I am very blessed to have received
this scholarship. 

Thank you,
Taylor Middleton

Sioux Spiritual Center: A Hidden Gem
BY SIOUX SPIRITUAL CENTER STAFF

One of the little gems in the spiritual treasury of the Diocese of Rapid City is the
Sioux Spiritual Center.  Built in 1978 by Jesuit Fathers Pat McCorkell and John
Hatcher, it was originally envisioned as a place that would give special attention to
the spiritual needs of Native American Catholics. Located in the Cheyenne River
Breaks south of Plainview, the center has been a spiritual home to many over the
last forty years. Besides hosting retreats and formation events for Native Catholic
leaders, it also served as a place for formation events for deacons and lay ministers
in the diocese. Over the years, more than twenty Jesuits have served in this beauti-
ful place. However, because of the very focused nature of its mission, many
Catholics in the diocese are unaware that the Sioux Spiritual Center even exists.
In 2017, the Jesuit fathers discerned that their energy and attention were

needed in other apostolic endeavors, so the center was entrusted to the ministry of
the 
Diocese of Rapid City. The board of directors subsequently discerned that in order
to remain viable, the use of the center needed to be opened to serve a broader 
constituency. While the center still has a primary concern for the spiritual needs of
Native American Catholics, its mission has now been modified to serve the needs of
parishes and individuals throughout the diocese and the region.
Dr. Carole Brown was recently hired to serve as Director of the Sioux Spiritual

Center, and one of her first priorities has been to “get the word out” that the center
exists and is available for personal and group retreats. The center has 15 bedrooms
with 29 beds, a large dining room, a beautiful chapel, and nearly 30 acres of beauti-
ful grounds.  
Besides hosting groups that want to do their own programming, Dr. Brown hopes

to offer a number of retreat opportunities that anyone may attend, such as Inner
Healing Prayer Retreats, Life in the Spirit Retreats, Jumpstart workshops (for dis-
cerning your mission in life) and Ignatian retreats of various lengths.
An open house is being planned for later this summer, date still to be deter-

mined. For more information about the center, visit the new website: 
www.siouxspiritualcenter.org, or check it out on Facebook. (Courtesy photo)

Chicago cardinal praises anti-gun 
march on local highway

CHICAGO (CNS) — Hundreds of protesters led by Chicago priest Father Michael
Pfleger and anti-gun activists filled a major Chicago highway for about an hour July 7 de-
manding that city officials do something to stop gun violence in the city. The march was
preceded by a lot of discussion, right up to march itself, on how much street space the
protesters could take. Initially, they were given half of the northbound lanes of the Dan
Ryan Expressway, separated by a barrier made up of trucks, emergency vehicles and uni-
formed officers, but after more negotiations at the scene between Father Pfleger, the Rev.
Jesse Jackson and local police officials, the marchers were given full use of the northbound
lanes. In a statement after the march, Chicago Cardinal Blase J. Cupich said he was thank-
ful that city and state law enforcement officials cooperated to allow the protest to take
place. “Now it is time for all of us, especially our leaders, to take up with vigor the concerns
raised by our young people and all those who marched today,” he said. Days before the
event, he issued a statement applauding “the courage shown by young people in our city
and across the country demanding their right to life and human dignity, given by God
and guaranteed by our nation’s founders.” 

There were no arrests during the march, which drew people of all ages and races. It
stopped traffic in the area for hours and fueled a debate on Twitter between Gov. Bruce
Rauner and Mayor Rahm Emanuel about how the protest was handled.
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BY LAURIE HALLSTROM

Bishop Robert Gruss will celebrate Mass
at Our Lady of Victory Church, Plainview,
on July 29, at 2 p.m. to commemorate the
church’s centennial. Parish pastor, Fr. Janusz
Korban of Faith, will concelebrate. 

It was the first church built in rural East-
ern Meade County and was dedicated by
Bishop John Lawler on November 23, 1918. 

On June 7, 2018, the Presbyteral Council
for the Diocese of Rapid City recom-
mended the church be canonically closed
and Vicar General, Fr. Michel Mulloy, cel-
ebrated the final regularly scheduled Mass
on June 24. An official decree regarding the
closing of the parish is expected to run in
the August issue of the West River Catholic. 

According to a diocesan archive article
written by the late Isabell King, of Sturgis,
the land for the parish and rectory was do-
nated by Tony Kovarik from his 1908
homestead. Construction started in 1917
and was completed in 1918. The first con-

tribution of $500 came from Catholic Ex-
tension Society and was attributed to an
anonymous donor. Pat Dewey, who did not
own a wagon or buggy, went from farm to
farm with a cultivator collecting money to
build the new church.

Parishioners suffered a setback when
their contractor ran off with part of the
money collected for construction. They
raised more money by holding card parties
and other social events. Another carpenter
was hired, and plastering, painting and a
heating furnace were donated for the build-
ing. In her account, King said, “The ceiling
was so high that heat rose to the top and
stayed there, while the congregation was
shivering and shaking.”

The first recorded pastor was Fr. Henry
McRory who came from New York City.
He lived with area families until the build-
ings were finished. In 1934, the rectory was
sold, and the church became a mission
parish served by St. Joseph Church, Faith.
It has been served by Faith since then.  

(Above) Fr. Michel Mulloy took a photo of
those who attended the last regularly sched-
uled Mass held at Our Lady of Victory Church
in Plainview, June 24. (At left) A photo of the
church courtesy of the diocesan archives.

Plainview church serves 100 years



This month we
celebrated 242 years
since the founding of
our nation through
the signing of the
Declaration of Inde-
pendence. Amidst
the fun of fireworks,
parades, and festivi-
ties, it’s easy to gloss
over what it is we’re
celebrating, the an-
niversary of a historic
launching of a great
experiment in self-
government. The
Declaration, to date,
has proven itself to

have significant stay-
ing-power in fueling our common sense of
identity as Americans. The unanswered
question is, can it last?

The America of 2018 is vastly different
than that of 1776. In 1776 America had 2.5
million people, and Philadelphia was the
largest city with 40,000; now, more than
325 million live in our country, and New
York City alone has 8.5 million. In 1776,
America’s land mass was 430,000 square
miles; now, it’s 3.8 million. On the world
stage, we were little more than a backwater
annoyance to King George III. Now, every
nation on earth reads our leader’s tweets. A
lot has changed.

Yet after all these years and changes, our
Declaration still has the ability to mold our
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A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and 

maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young
people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact
the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality
in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418
(cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information will
be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report
alleged abuse to civil authorities.

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct 
involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or 
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are

posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

Christopher
Motz

Executive 
Director South
Dakota Catholic 
Conference

cmotz@
sdcatholic

conference.org

Our country needs the natural law
national identify insofar as it depends on
things that never change over the years. Its
reliance on “Nature’s Law and of Nature’s
God” as the lodestar for the course our
country should ring familiar to our Catholic
ears.

The Natural Law expresses the fact that
nature itself conveys a moral message. We
discern it first of all by observing reality —

that which is — and then by using our rea-
son to draw conclusions about how we
should or should not act. It posits that there
is a knowable difference between right and
wrong, that these distinctions are discover-
able in the very order of creation, and that
such discovery is possible for every human
being because, the church teaches, this law
is written on every heart. It enables us to
see, in the words of the Declaration, that
certain truths are “self-evident.”

I’d venture a guess that Natural Law
truths are self-evident to most South
Dakotans because, in many ways, we still
have an everyday, lived experience similar to
the 1776 colonies: an agricultural economy,
relatively strong churches, love for regular
families, an appreciation for basic values of
decency and common sense. This is a fertile
seedbed for the Natural Law and political
groundedness.  

However, South Dakota isn’t immune
from harmful influences and Lord knows
we have our share of brokenness. The Dec-
laration’s understanding of moral meaning
as inscribed into reality itself is in deep con-
flict with the secular materialism that we
see portrayed in much social and traditional
media, and which too-often creeps into our
own choices. Even the Natural Law’s first
general principle, “to do good and to avoid
evil,” flies in the face of secularized society,
which either denies that good and evil even
exist — “that may be true for you, but it’s
not for me” — or, doesn’t care. “Meh.”

So as Catholics, until next year brings
more the bottle-rockets and sparklers, we
can fully express our love of country by
helping her renew those first commitments
to “Nature’s Law” and “Nature’s God” so
eloquently articulated in the Declaration.
God bless America. 



Deacon Louis and Teresa
Usera, Sr. 
“Terry” Usera 

Dec. 11, 1944-June 13, 2018.

Ordained December 8, 1984 by
Bishop Harold J. 

Dimmerling
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Deacon Thomas and Pam
Adams

Ordained May 23, 2010
by Cardinal Francis George
Archdiocese of Chicago 

Assigned to: St. Anthony of
Padua, Hot Springs and 
St. James, Edgemont

Duties: Ministry to the Sick &
Homebound, Nursing/Retirement

Home Visits & Communion
Duc-in-Altum Parish Liaison,
RCIA for Children, Parish 

Stewardship Team, Hot Springs
Ministerial Association (President)

Parish Finance Council & 
Music Ministry

Ministry Highlight:
Presiding at my son's wedding

Work: Retired

50th Anniversary of U. S. 
Permanent Diaconate

One of the great legacies of the Second Vatican Council was its renewal and encouragement
of the order of deacons throughout the entire Catholic Church. 

Following the closing of the Second Vatican Council, Pope
Paul VI formally implemented the renewal of the diaconate.
Since the Second Vatican Council consigned the decision of the
restoration of the diaconate to individual episcopal conferences,
the bishops of the United States voted in the spring of 1968 to
petition the Holy See for authorization. On August 30, 1968, the
Apostolic Delegate informed the United States bishops that Pope
Paul VI had agreed to their request. To commemorate this 
anniversary the West River Catholic will feature active deacons
monthly throughout the year. 

Assigned to: 
St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City

Favorite Quote:
‘If you do it for the Lord, you
will never burn out.’

Work: 
Director of Religious 
Education/Liturgy

In a June 4 letter to Cardinal Blase 
Cupich of Chicago, Bishop Robert Gruss
expressed his thanks that Deacon Thomas
Adams had been excardinated from the
Archdiocese of Chicago to be incardinated
in the Diocese of Rapid City. Deacon
Adams will now be a permanent deacon
under the jurisdiction of the Bishop of the
Diocese of Rapid. 

Deacon Adams has been serving at St.
Anthony of Padua Parish, Hot Springs and
St. James Parish in Edgemont since he
was granted faculties to serve in this 
diocese in 2014 by Bishop Gruss. 

He and his wife, Pam, moved here from
Illinois after they retired. He had worked in
the Accounting/Finance department of 
Abbvie Laboratories and she was a school
teacher. 

He said they came here “because of
the beauty of the Black Hills and the gen-
tler lifestyle.”

“We felt the Lord was calling us to
serve in the West River area,” said Pam. 

See his list of duties in the box at right.

Deacon Adams incardinated 
into diocese

Assumption of Mary
The Assumption of Mary is repre-
sented above an altar in the Basilica
of Our Lady of the Rosary in Lourdes,
France. The feast of the Assumption
of Mary is celebrated Aug. 15. It is a
holy day of obligation. (CNS photo/
Gunther Simmermacher, The Southern Cross)



to be effective in the
body for longer peri-
ods.

Dr. Gogek notes
the irony of the loud
public outcry that
would ensue if the
FDA were to approve
“a drug that had no
advantage over safer
alternatives, went
mostly to substance
abuse, increased
teenage drug use, and
killed people on the
highways.” He con-
cludes, “We should not
be sidestepping the
FDA approval process
that was designed to
protect us.” 

In summary, the reality behind medical
marijuana is far from the rosy view
painted by advocates.  Marijuana is not
“just a plant.” It is an addictive drug
abused in epidemic proportions, inflicting
a serious individual and societal toll. Its
use as a medicine needs to be carefully
regulated through standard scientific
oversight and the FDA approval process,
not handed over to recreational enthusi-
asts and opportunistic businessmen. The
current practice of encouraging states and
municipalities to legalize medical, and
then recreational, marijuana, is, in the
final analysis, neither reasonable nor 
ethical.

Making Sense of Bioethics WRC  15July  2018

Fr. Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,

Ph.D.
Director of
Education 
The National

Catholic
Bioethics 
Center, 

Philadelphia. 
www.ncb
center.org

Website: www.wsdcf.org

marijuana available for medical purposes,
then it is unclear why the approval process
should be different from that used for
other medications.” 

In his influential exposé “Marijuana
Debunked,” Dr. Ed Gogek emphasizes
how the idea of medical marijuana “didn’t
come from doctors, or patient advocacy
groups, or public health organizations, or
the medical community. The ballot initia-
tives for medical marijuana laws were
sponsored and promoted by pro-legaliza-
tion groups.” These groups have used the
medical marijuana trump card to grease
the skids for the acceptance of recreational
marijuana. This pincer movement has en-
abled them to control and reap the wind-
fall from an extensive system of
dispensaries that supply and distribute 
addictive substances. 

Even if recreational marijuana does not
ultimately become legalized in a particular
jurisdiction, it is well-documented that
medical marijuana dispensaries often end
up supplying the drug not for rare, valid
medical uses, but for substance abuse, sim-
ilar to the situation with opioid pain med-
ications. 

Yet the push for marijuana continues
unabated. In May 2018, the New York
State Comptroller, Scott Stringer, issued a
report declaring that legalized marijuana
in the Empire State would be a potential
$3 billion market, with taxes from its sale
generating a potential $436 million annu-
ally statewide, and $336 million for New
York City. With such sums at play, not

A comprehensive 2015 scientific review
found medical marijuana to be useful only
for a small number of medical conditions.
Writing in the Journal of the American
Medical Association, an international team
of researchers found scant evidence to
support broad claims for the drug's effec-
tiveness. Although clinical trials showed
that chronic neuropathic pain and cancer-
related pain could often be treated, other
forms of pain, such as those related to
rheumatoid arthritis, fibromyalgia, HIV
and multiple sclerosis did not show statis-
tically significant improvement. 
Researchers also found inconclusive data
for people with insomnia, anxiety disor-
ders, depression, Tourette syndrome, psy-
chosis, and sleep disorders. They registered
concerns about medical marijuana’s signif-
icant side effects as well.

Yale University researchers, comment-
ing on the review, noted how the approval
process for medical marijuana in U.S.
states and jurisdictions has often been
based on “low-quality scientific evidence,
anecdotal reports, individual testimonials,
legislative initiatives, and public opinion.”
They raised concerns around the fact that
medical marijuana seems to be receiving
“special status” and is being “fast-tracked”
for legalization, when it should instead be
subject to the standard scientific verifica-
tions of the FDA approval process to 
assure its efficacy and safety. The Yale 
authors offered this corrective: “Imagine if
other drugs were approved through a 
similar approach …  If the goal is to make

only are investors coming out of the
woodwork, but towns and municipalities
are also issuing ordinances and changing
zoning laws to bring in the dispensaries.
Indeed, dollar signs beckon, much as they
once did for tobacco companies and plan-
tation owners. 

Besides being addictive and profitable,
tobacco and marijuana have other similar-
ities. Marijuana smoke contains harmful
chemicals, with ammonia, benzene,
toluene, and naphthalene levels in mari-
juana exceeding those found in tobacco
smoke. These chemical components may
contribute to emphysema, bronchial irri-
tation and inflammation. Patients with
medical conditions treatable by medical
marijuana can avoid these toxic chemicals
and other side effects by using more puri-
fied preparations containing only the ac-
tive ingredients.

In 2003, the Institute of Medicine, a
nonprofit, nongovernmental organization
that evaluates medical issues, acknowl-
edged that components of marijuana may
have medicinal uses, and strongly recom-
mended the development of prescription
cannabinoid medicines based on those
components: “If there is any future for
marijuana as a medicine, it lies in its iso-
lated components, the cannabinoids and
their synthetic derivatives.” Several differ-
ent cannabinoid medications have been
developed in recent years, and these medi-
cines work as well as or better than mari-
juana, have fewer side effects, and are less
likely to be abused. These drugs also tend

The smoke over medical marijuana
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$20 per person — Brunch
or save $5 per ticket by ordering online at: 
www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com

Please RSVP by August 31   605-348-6086   css@cssrapidcity.com
Susan Raposa, President

l l

Donald Barnett

Former Mayor

City of Rapid City

Susan Raposa

President

Catholic Social Services

The Most Rev.

Robert Gruss

Bishop of Rapid City

Jim Kinyon

Executive Director

Catholic Social Services

In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us
remember the birthdays, ordination 
and death anniversaries of the priests
who serve us. Every effort has been
made to have a complete list.

Anniversaries: August 16, Dcn. Fred
Tully; August 30, Dcn. Raul Daniel.
Birthdays: August 6, Fr. Brian 
Christensen and Fr. Mark Horn; 
August 12, Fr. James Kubicki, SJ;
August 14, Fr. Arnold Kari; August 17,
Fr. Timothy Castor and James
Lafontaine, SJ; August 24, Fr. Joseph
Daoust, SJ. Necrology: August 1, 2017,
Gerald Scherer; August 5, 1967, 
Francis Monighan; August 10, 1967,
William Boyd; August 10, 2005, 
Dcn. Albert Grant; August 12, 1950, 
Alfred Abler; August 14, 1961, William
Parry, SJ; August 15, 1928, Leo
Scherer, OSB; August 16, 1941, 
Silvester Lehmen, OSB; August 16,
1979, Martin Schlitz, SJ; August 19,
1936, John Hoey; August 19, 1980,
John Cowley; August 22, 1887, 
Patrick Colovin, CSC; August 22, 
1996, Patrick O’Connor; August 24,
1966, John O’Hara; August 24, 1997,
Dcn Ronald Gravel; August 25, 1972,
Cecil Folkins; August 29, 2015, William
O’Connell; August 30, 1970, Michael
Thompson; August 31, 1939, John
Fitzgerald. 

Steve Allender

Mayor, City of Rapid City

Ozzie Osheim Kay Rippentrop Rev. Larry Dahlstrom

Obituary
Deacon John Steffen, 70, served at St. Therese, Rapid City________

Deacon John William Steffen passed away, June 26. He was born January 31, 1948, in
Ord, Nebraska, to Erwin and Thelma (Burton) Steffen.

After graduation, he joined the Navy and was stationed in Idaho where he continued
his education and graduated from the University of Idaho with a degree in Animal Science.
His agribusiness career path took him to Sioux Falls. 

He married his wife Rose on August 1, 1992.
John retired in 2007 and entered the diaconate program with the Catholic Church and

was ordained a deacon for the Catholic Diocese of Sioux Falls in 2012 . Deacon John
served at Risen Savior Church in Brandon and St. Therese Church in Rapid City until his
death.

He is survived by his wife, Rose; his children, Ryan (Kristen) and Adam, Seattle, Wash.
He will also be remembered by his stepchildren, John (Corrine), Tucson, Ariz.; Chris and
David (Heather) Lane, Houston, Texas; his sister, Sandy (Bill) Elton, Omaha, Neb.; his
grandson Liam; along with his step- grandchildren, Jordan, Peyton, Carson, Tullia and
Colton. 

John was preceded in death by his parents and brother, David Steffen.
Mass of Christian Burial was held July 2 at St. Therese Church with Bishop Robert

Gruss presiding. Burial is in Black Hills National Cemetery.

Papers, chafing under weight of newsprint tariffs, seek relief
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Newspapers of every type, Catholic papers included, are

seeking relief from the U.S. government after six months of increased costs due to tariffs
on imported Canadian newsprint.

The Catholic Press Association, which includes English-speaking Canada, is a member
of the STOPP Coalition, which has pressed the Commerce Department for relief. STOPP
is an acronym for Stop Tariffs on Printers and Publishers. Price increases due to the tariffs
have socked the Pittsburgh Catholic three times already this year, according to Carmella
Weismantle, advertising director and business manager. “And we’ve been told more are
coming,” she said. The newsprint tariff is different from the tariffs imposed by the Trump
administration on goods produced elsewhere, most notably China. In the newsprint situ-
ation, a U.S. company, NORPAC, which owns a mill in Washington state, had complained
that Canada was unfairly subsidizing its newsprint production. The U.S. Department of
Commerce agreed, and tariffs were first slapped onto newsprint imports in January. Tim
Walter, CPA executive director, said the Catholic Press Association board had agreed to
join STOPP. A hearing before the International Trade Commission to lift the tariff is
slated for vote on Aug. 28. Another remedy is the PRINT Act, introduced by Sens. Susan
Collins, R-Maine, and Angus King, I-Maine. It has 24 Senate co-sponsors and 28 House
co-sponsors. PRINT is an acronym for Protecting Rational Incentives in Newsprint Trade.
The bill would suspend the tariff on Canadian newsprint and require the Commerce 
Department to review the economic health of the printing and publishing industries.
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One of the most important functions
of the state is to promote and defend the
common good. So, it makes sense that
federal, state, and local governments have
often partnered with faith-based organi-
zations that serve the public. For example,
back in 1871, Congress recognized the
crucial work of the Little Sisters of the
Poor in Washington, DC, and passed leg-
islation providing the Little Sisters with
grants to expand their work assisting the
elderly poor, including recently emanci-
pated slaves.

After all, faith-based organizations play
a crucial role in serving the common good
through adoption, foster care, refugee re-
settlement services, and more. These part-
nerships can respect our country’s
tradition of non-establishment of religion
and still acknowledge that all human be-
ings are religious to the core.

Despite their contributions to the com-
mon good, faith-based service providers
find themselves in a precarious position.
Philadelphia recently barred Catholic 

Social Services from placing children with
foster families. Although it faces a short-
age of foster families, the City of Philadel-
phia decided to shut out an organization
that cared for over 2,200 children in the
past year because of the organization’s
Catholic convictions about marriage and
family.  And those who seek protections
for groups like Catholic Social Services
are slandered as “bigots” simply for up-
holding the right of people of faith to
serve with integrity.

In the area of refugee resettlement,
some Catholic organizations have had to
make the difficult decision of ending their
refugee resettlement work, because the
lower number of refugees being admitted
into the United States has required them
to shift their resources to other areas of
service. This is a significant loss to the field
of human service providers, as the
Catholic Church has a proven track record
of excelling in refugee resettlement. 

When faith-based human service
providers pull out of a particular area of

service, or are shut down altogether, they
cannot be replaced by the state without
loss.  Catholic refugee resettlement serv-
ices take advantage of extensive networks
of Catholic institutions in helping
refugees settle into their host country. …  

The rise of the opioid epidemic has led
to a corresponding rise in the number of
children in the foster care system.  The
loss of faith-based service providers in
places like Illinois, Massachusetts, Califor-
nia, and DC means that there are fewer
avenues to recruit people of faith to serve
as foster families. 

The services offered by religious organ-
izations are unique and cannot simply be
replaced by the government … As Pope
Benedict XVI teaches: “The State which
would provide everything, absorbing
everything into itself, would ultimately be-
come a mere bureaucracy incapable of
guaranteeing the very thing which the

suffering person — every person — needs:
namely, loving personal concern. We do
not need a State which regulates and con-
trols everything, but a State which, in ac-
cordance with the principle of subsidiarity,
generously acknowledges and supports
initiatives arising from the different social
forces and combines spontaneity with
closeness to those in need” (Deus caritas
est, 28.b.).

Faith-based service providers deserve
space in the public square and access to
public funding, and not simply because
they operate in a pluralistic society com-
mitted to tolerance.  In fact, a properly
functioning state, recognizing both its
limits and its duty to the common good,
will welcome the contributions of reli-
giously based service in the public square.
(http://usccb.org/issues-and-action/
religious-liberty/catholic-organizations-
serve-the-common-good.cfm)

God’s servant first: Catholic organizations serve the common good

Take action now on Child Welfare 
Provider Inclusion Act 
The federal “Child Welfare Provider Inclusion Act” (H.R. 1881 / S. 811)
would prevent government discrimination against faith-based child 
welfare service providers, including adoption and foster care agencies.
This legislation is vital to ensure Catholic and other faith-based organiza-
tions have the space to serve children and families in God’s love through
adoption and foster care services.  While more children are waiting to be
placed in families, faith-based child welfare providers are being targeted
for closures because of their religious convictions. Faith-based adoption
and foster care providers must be included in any serious approach to
keeping kids first.
To contact Rep. Noem & Senators Thune and Rounds, and 
for more information, see the USCCB Action Center at https://www.voter
voice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/43805/Respond.

Deacon Zane PekronCongratulations
on your recent ordination to the diaconate. 
You are remembered in our prayers as you 

begin your ministry in the diocese

605-348-5228
708 St. Joseph St. 
Rapid City SD 57701

All Meals, 
Lodging & 
Activities 
Included!

Weekend includes:
Rustic cabin 
accommodations, 
9 meals including
wild game feast, 4 engaging talks (recordings available), 
outdoor skills training, complimentary copy of The King’s Men 
handbook, an assortment of resources for men, and more.
Weekend affordably priced. For more details, including group
packages, FAQs, promotional photos and videos, and much
more visit: 

September 13-16, 2018
Camp Bob Marshall

(close to Mt. Rushmore)



In Romans 8:14-
17 we read the words;
“for all who are led by
the Spirit of God are
children of God. For
you did not receive a
Spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you
have received a Spirit
of adoption. When we
cry, Abba! Father! It is
that very Spirit bear-
ing witness with our
spirit that we are chil-
dren of God. And if
children then heirs,
heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ.”

What does all of this mean? 
Typically when a couple adopts a child

they give the child love, support and make
sacrifices to see that the child is nurtured
and well taken care of. But no matter how
much they love or care for the child it can
never be their own flesh and blood. The
child always remains from outside the
bloodline.

God’s adoption is different. Through our
baptism, God gives us a share in his life, we
become children of God. When we become
God’s children, we receive a share in God’s
love like we are a close family member. He
fills us with the Holy Spirit, lives in us and
changes our hearts. He chooses us to be his
beloved child. He gives us his life and we
share the same bloodline with the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. When we receive a
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Deacon 
Marlon

Leneaugh

Director of 
Native 
Ministry

mleneaughsr
@diorc.org

Abba-Father, we are your adopted sons and daughters

share in God’s life, we enter into the same
relationship that Jesus has with his Father.
Jesus is the favored Son of the Father, and
through his cross and resurrection, we are
given equal status in the eyes of the Father.
We become the beloved son or daughter of
God. The Father sees us as his own children
and has the same love for us as he has for
his Son Jesus.

In Lakota culture, there is a ceremony
called the Hunka. It is a ceremony of adop-
tion. It is similar to God’s adoption because

it is done in a spiritual context and not a
legal manner. The adopting family chooses
the person or persons to become members
of the tiospaye or extended family and wel-
comes them into the family. Through the
ceremony they are recognized as family
through the bloodline and they become kin.
Prayers for the new family members are of-
fered by a medicine person and the sacred
pipe is smoked. The ceremony concludes
with the adopting family sponsoring a din-
ner and give away in honor of the new fam-
ily members.

My life as I recall, began with an adop-
tion. I was adopted by a couple who could
not have children. There was no adoption
ceremony or no legal system involved. My
mother gave me to this couple because she
was unable to care for me. My adoption was
never finalized until I was much older and
I finally received a birth certificate with my
adopted name on it. But, I became the
beloved child of my new mother and father.

I like to think of my adoption as people

wanting me to be a part of their lives and a
member of the family. It is different than
being born into a family because through
adoption people are making the choice to
invite you into the family. They loved me
and wanted me to be a part of their lives. I
also like to think of my adoption as “Divine
intervention.” God was watching out for me
and put me in this safe and quiet place to
be nurtured by two people who were lonely
and wanting to share their love and their
home.

“And because you are children, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts crying;
Abba! Father!” (Gal 4:6).

Calling God “Abba Father” is entering
into the same intimate, fearless, trusting
and empowering relationship that Jesus has
with the Father. That relationship is called
Spirit and that Spirit is given to us by Jesus
and enables us to cry out with him, “Abba
Father.” Abba Father is a cry of the heart, a
prayer that wells up from our innermost
being.

Our Lady of the Black Hills
Parish, Piedmont, invited all 
families who had a child baptized
there in the last six months to
come and to and celebrate with
other families who celebrated
this sacrament. Those who 
attended are pictured left to
right, Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek, Cody
Johnson, Angela Curry holding
Avery Johnson, Naomi Heid 
holding Gillian Heid, and Branden
Heid. (Courtesy photo)

Sharing the Faith

Brylee Risty, daughter of Tad and
Kari Risty, from St. Isidore Parish,
Ralph, was scheduled to receive
1st Holy Communion, May 13.
The sacrament was delayed
when her mother, who was
pregnant with her fourth child,
had to have the baby delivered
on May 10. Because the baby
came three weeks early, he had
to stay in the hospital. The Risty
family decided to have their son,
Jon Austin, baptized at the same
Mass as their daughter received
1st Holy Communion, so Brylee
shared her big day with her new
brother. On June 10, Fr. Ed
Vanorny celebrated both 
sacraments. (Courtesy photo) 
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You are committed to us. 
We are committed to you.

Help protect your life, your family, 
and your future with life insurance from 
theKnights of Columbus

(Condensed from an article written by
Patty Connealy-Clark, Gregory Times-Ad-
vocate. Used by permission.)

The oldest of eleven kids, Fr. Jonathan
Dillon dreamed of having children of his
own some day. His path from that dream
of being a father to becoming a father
through the priesthood was one of resist-
ance, but ultimately the path of greater joy
than he could have ever expected.

“I knew that whenever I needed some-
thing, Father would be there,” he explained.
“There was this basic, implicit form of
trust. This is who he is for us. He’s the one
who has the answers. He’s the one who
knows what to do. Whatever comes up, 
Father will be there to help.” But it wasn’t
a family relationship.

Once his dad retired from the army and
the family settled in Custer, things started
to change. 

He was old enough to have conversa-
tions with his priest, and that’s when he
first came to see how a priest views his
parish. “I thought, ‘Oh, wow! This is really
beautiful.’” He spent a week with his parish

priest once, doing ministry, and throughout
the day, the priest would refer to a little
book he had of people that he was supposed
to be praying for and checking in on. 

Father Dillon’s journey to the priesthood
wasn’t a smooth one. “I did not want to be
a priest,” he confessed. The issue was father-
hood. “I had fallen in love with the church,
and I wanted to be a good and moral man,
and for me that meant religious as well.” He
became the head server, training new
servers and frequently missing school to
serve at funerals. He also developed a strong
friendship with his parish priest, Fr. Peter
Kovarik. 

One day Fr. Peter asked Dillon if he had
ever thought about seminary. After that, a
couple people in the parish also talked to
him about it. “The thought terrified me,” he
admitted. “I loved Fr. Peter, and I thought
the priesthood was amazing.” He was grate-
ful for the Mass, for the priesthood, and for
all the things that priests give their people,
but he knew that priests didn’t get married.
Even more than he wanted to be in the
army, what he wanted was a family.

He was trying to have a faithful prayer
life, and the thought of the priesthood kept
haunting him. One night, his senior year in
high school, he remembers lying in his bed
and praying, “Lord, please God, don’t take
me. Take somebody else. Lord, I’ll give you
two sons. I’ll even throw in a daughter. Just
don’t take me.” He laughs about it now, but
was dead serious at the time.

He had the sense of God just giving him
a knowing smile as if humoring him, so his
response was, “Fine. We’ll do this.” He de-
cided that he’d try to force God’s hand, and
once he got rejected from seminary, he
could legitimately dismiss the possibility
and get it out of his head.

So, he applied for the seminary, doing
everything he could to be rejected. He 
refused to take the SAT’s or ACT’s. His
plan B was to complete one semester and
then be done, convinced that he’d given it a
try.  As soon as he walked through the doors
to the seminary, however, everything went
quiet. “There was just this feeling like
home,” he recalled. “This is where I’m 
supposed to be.”

As he grew through formation and 
responsibility, Fr. Dillon could see that God
was molding his heart to be what he needed
it to be. He started to see how his desire to
be a father would be fulfilled in the priest-
hood. As a priest, his primary concern is the
soul. His desire becomes “I want to be in
heaven with you. I want you to be in heaven
with me. Let’s do this. Let’s do this right.”

Fr. Dillon pointed out three characteris-
tics that he believes define a father. The first
is providence, caring for, providing. The 
second is protecting, in terms of instruction
and formation. And the third is really 
loving. “When you’re a provident, protec-
tive, and caring or loving person in author-
ity with responsibility over someone, there
is a paternal role to some degree. And the
priesthood really gave expression to that to
me,” he said. 

Fr. Jonathan Dillon is a special kind of father
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Vatican volume tracks church statistics
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis called for a special Synod of Bishops to

focus on the Amazon region not primarily because of the rainforest’s key role in the eco-
logical health of the planet, but mostly because he sees pastoral needs there that require
special attention.

In fact, while globally there are 3,130 Catholics for every Catholic priest, in South
America the average priest serves 7,203 Catholics, according to Vatican statistics.

The Amazon rainforest covers more than 2.1 million square miles in South America
and includes territory in Brazil, Ecuador, Venezuela, Suriname, Peru, Colombia, Bolivia,
Guyana and French Guiana. The Catholics-to-priest ratios in Venezuela (9,829-to-1),
Peru (8,427-to-1), Bolivia (8,038-to-1) and Brazil (7,976-to-1) are even higher than the
continental average.

In the United States and Canada, for comparison, the Vatican estimates that there are
1,916 Catholics for every priest.The Catholics-to-priest ratio is just one table in the Sta-
tistical Yearbook of the Church, which is published annually by the Central Statistics Of-
fice, a department of the Vatican Secretariat of State.

With more than 500 pages of figures and charts, the yearbook tracks everything from
Catholic population to the outcome of requests for the declaration of the nullity of a mar-
riage. Worldwide, there are more than 1.29 billion baptized Catholics and that means the
Catholic population is holding steady at about 17.7 percent of the global population.

Anna Berens...................................................................................12,000.00
Margaret Biggs .................................................................................1,000.00
Fr. D. Craig Cower............................................................................8,550.00
Anonymous..........................................................................................633.26
Dosch, Jerome and Pius ................................................................40,000.00
Fr. Christopher Scadron ......................................................................380.00
Emma Smith .....................................................................................1,000.00
Hazel Smith ......................................................................................1,000.00
Valades Family .................................................................................9,000.00
Frank & Margaret Woster .................................................................2,531.00

PRAA Board Chair Fr. Kerry Prendiville 
For information on donating to PRAA Memorial Burse, contact 

Finance Manager Rick Soulek, 343-3541.

PRAA Memorial Burses
Only income from these donations is used to support retired priests.

Diocesan Seminarian Burses (as of 7/3/18)
Only income from these donations is used to support diocesan seminarian education.

Appreciation is extended to Roger Johnsen for contributing to the Costigan Burse;
Michael/Lucy Tsoi, Salvador Valades, Mary McElroy, Becky Winne, Dean/Joanne Harmon,
Steve/Sandy Buchholz, John/Nancy Gruidl, Mike/Theresa Casteel, and Richard/Mary Ann
Rasmussen for donating to the Miller Burse; and the anonymous donor, Brian/Louise Ostlie,
and Regina Schmitz for contributing to the Scherer Burse.

LaCroix, Trude  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,000.00
Lux, Peter & Gertrude  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
McManus, Lyle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .450.00
McManus, Mary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00
McNaboe, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Meade, Fr. Cornelius  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,720.00
Meyer, Dillen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Miller, Donald and Kathleen  . . . . . . . . . .880.00
Morvay, Fr. Andrew  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33,000.00
Muldoon, Fr. Ralph  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,375.00
Nemec, Ed & Elizabeth  . . . . . . . . . . .50,000.00
O’Connell, Msgr. William  . . . . . . . . . .23,000.00
O’Doherty, Fr. Leo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .800.00
O’Dowd, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,650.00
Padula, Fr. Dominic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12,671.20
Plante, Fr. Richard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .93,055.92
Prendiville Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,235.00
Rath, Deacon Vern  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,317.00
Reedy, Camille  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .929.00
Roach, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,346.00
Ruud, Donna  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20.00
St. Anthony-Hot Springs  . . . . . . . . . . .3,547.72
St. Francis of Assisi-Sturgis . . . . . . . . .9,922.55
St. Joseph-Mud Butte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .250.00
St. Joseph-Scenic  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,070.78
St. Mary-Lemmon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,371.00
St. Mary-Newell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
St. Paul-Belle Fourche  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .750.00
St. Therese-RC  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,610.00
Scherer, Fr. Gerald N.  . . . . . . . . . . . . .2,640.00
Schofield, Mary Ellen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .550.00
Sonn, Lorraine  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .80.00
Szalay, Fr. Eugene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7,300.00
Thompson, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . .133,693.76
Tunnissen, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,400.00
Vannix, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .115,866.98
Welsh, Bishop Lawrence  . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
Whiteside, Fr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,600.00
Zacher, Catherine & Eugene  . . . . . . . .2,525.00
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Kadoka . . . . . . . . . . . . . .340.00
Zelnik, Fr. Ron-Midland  . . . . . . . . . . . . .790.00
Other funds 
Leo “Pete” Berens Memorial Fund  . . .323,339.21
Fr. Peter Kovarik Memorial Fund . . . .70,855.89

Ambur, Irene  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,474.47
Baskerville, Doreen  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,420.00
Bell, John M.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Berning, Fr. Francis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,105.00
Bertrand, Howard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
Bishop’s Burse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,899.72
Blessed Virgin Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,517.00
Bollinger, Gerald & Mary Jean-Lead  . .41,136.19
Bourassa, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150.00
Budmayr, Minnie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,797.00
Cahoy, Emil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Callahan, Mabel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19,750.00
Carr, Harry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .915.25
Caswell, Margaret  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00
Costigan, Msgr. Michael  . . . . . . . . . .33,836.67
Cower, Fr. D. Craig  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,625.00
Cower, Robert H. & Blanche A.  . . .153,323.96
Cower, Rod H.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,725.00
Dauwen, Ray  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Davies, Dorothy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,000.00
Decker, Maude Cower  . . . . . . . . . . . .4,000.00
Deisch, Fr. Raymond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,155.00
DeMers, Ray . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .300.00
Dimmerling, Bishop Harold  . . . . . . . .43,836.14
Diskin, Fr. William  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,316.28
Donahoe, Fr. James  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .700.00
Dosch, Pius and Jerome  . . . . . . . . . .40,000.00
Doyle, Msgr. Arthur  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,375.00
Drew, Msgr. Bernard  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4,488.00
Dries, Theodore & Gretchen  . . . . . . .12,369.56
Dube, Msgr. Robert  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00
Erhardt Family  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .335,496.56
Falzone, Mauriece  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10,000.00
Fencl, Fr. Leonard SJ.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Feuerbach, Msgr. Leo  . . . . . . . . . . . .80,289.53
Garry, Russel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .950.00
Gorman, Fr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,534.00
Gravel, Ed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,650.00
Groell, Fr. John  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Healy, Msgr. Thomas  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,558.00
Igoe, Fr. Patrick  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,485.00
Jones, Netta  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,200.00
Krebs, Ernest & Frank  . . . . . . . . . . . .30,000.00
Krebs, Lewis & Abbie . . . . . . . . . . . . .52,076.06
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This graphic identifies the regions where cardinals live who are under the age
of 80 and eligible to vote in a conclave to elect a new pope. (CNS graphic/
Caroline Lindsey)

Welcome to Our Lord’s Table

St. Anthony of Padua, Hot Springs
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Father’s Day weekend found 10 young people from across the country visiting Catholic
churches in the Rapid City area. This group began their pilgrimage in Seattle and will meet
two other Crossroads groups in Washington, DC, this fall. Their brochure states, “... we walk to
save lives and change hearts.” The mission of Crossroads is to follow St. John Paul II’s call to
the youth of the world to imitate the original apostles and help build a “Culture of Life.”     
This is the fourth year that Crossroads teams have walked through this area. These six
young men and four young women spend their summer witnessing to the dignity and sanctity
of every human life. During the week, they walk in shifts — averaging 10-15 miles per person
each day.  
On weekends, they peacefully pray outside of abortion clinics and speak at local Catholic
churches about the mission of Crossroads. Local families or churches host them, providing
them with beds and meals that they do not have available during the week. This year, their
route is along Highway 34. They first stayed in Belle Fourche and then with Sharon and
Michael Rovella, Hill City. They attended Monday morning Mass at St. Rose with Fr. Janusz 
Korban before continuing on their pilgrimage.
Their sponsors said by walking in atonement for the abortion holocaust and prayerfully
seeking the conversion of our nation, these young pilgrims carry the message to thousands
that all human life is sacred in the eyes of God. They also invite young people to walk with
them and invite anyone interested in learning more about Crossroads to visit their website
and/or read their blogs at www.crossroadswalk.org.
Pictured (front row) Brandon, Elizabeth, Libby, Christine, Fr. Korban, Juan Paul and Emily.
(back row) Mathew, hosts Michael and Sharon Rovella, Mark, and Sam. (Courtesy photo)

Crossroads

St James Church, Edgemont, and St Anthony Church, Hot Springs, joined forces to grow in the
Lord through Duc In Altum June 24-28. A total of 25 children from the two parishes joined in
the 3 Ps, praying, playing and praising our Risen Lord. (Photo by Pam Adams)

Southern Hills Duc In Altum
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www.danadentalarts.com

�A�General�&�Cosmetic�Practice

Michael�R.�Dana,�DDS,�PC
Nicole�D.�Dana,�DDS,�FICOI,�MICOI
Bradly�R.�Dana,�DDS�FICOI,�MICOI
Monique�M.�Dana,�DDS�FICOI,�MICOI

Rapid�City
200�Federal�Avenue���605.342.6038

Spearfish
1306�Main�Street���605.642.7727

Totus Tuus Girls
A vocations camp for middle school and high school age girls, Totus Tuus
Girls was held June 24-29, at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City. The
camp combines the ministries of the diocesan Vocations and Youth Offices.
In addition, sisters from several religious communities are invited to share
information on their religious orders and personal callings. (Above) Nuns join
Vocations Director Fr. Mark McCormick at Mt. Rushmore; (Below left) the
girls participating in one of the many activities led by the sisters throughout
the week; and (Below right) Josie Dvorak, Custer, made a rose that repre-
sents how God sees her and how she perceives herself. A total of 75 girls
from around the diocese attended. (Courtesy photos)

Body, Mind, and Soul camps were held in five communities starting the week of June 4. The
towns included Mission, St. Francis, Rosebud, Parmelee and Spring Creek. A total of 200 
children attended.

The goal of the camps is to reach children ages 6-14 years, according to Jenny Black Bear,
director of Religious Education at St. Francis Mission. “We want to teach them in a fun, loving
way about our Catholic faith and our Lakota ways.

“We follow a format from Our Sunday Visitor. It is a vacation Bible school curriculum that
we have been using since I have been here. The theme changes every year, but the concept
pretty much stays the same. The theme this year is ‘Shipwrecked-Rescued by Jesus.’ We con-
nect kids to the Catholic faith and real life. Every day the they experience the stories and teach-
ings of sacred Scripture, learn about a saint, and learn about the beliefs and practices of our
church. In the afternoons we do a lesson about our Lakota culture, teachings, or language.
Then we follow up with a Lakota arts and crafts session.” 

The staff in the Religious Education department work with volunteers and priests to present
the camps. At the end of the Body, Mind, and Soul camps there is a tubing trip and a dinner for
volunteers who helped. 

This year students from three schools helped: Tampa Jesuit School located in Florida; Christo
Rey School from Minnesota; and Cheverus School in Maine, where Fr. Jim Lafontaine, SJ, 
previously worked. 

On the last camp day, parents were invited to eat lunch and view a slide show of the 
activities. (Above) Father Lafontaine is pictured with the children at camp. (Courtesy photo)

St. Francis Mission Summer Camps
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Bishop Robert Gruss & Monsignor Michael invite you to join us in 
celebrating the opening of our Newman Center!  This center has

been our vision for a decade and has finally come to life!  Located a
block from campus, we already see the extraordinary effects it is
having on the BHSU students and our local community.  Come and 

celebrate with us the opening of the BHSU Newman Center! 

B H S U  N ewman  C en t er

Grand Opening
A u g u s t  2 5 814 King St

1 : 3 0

2 : 0 0

4 : 3 0

6 : 0 0

7 : 0 0

PM

PM
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PM

PM

l o c a t i o n :

Ribbon Cutt ing
and  Bui lding

Dedicat ion
To u r s

M a s s
( a t  S t .  J o e ’s )

F r e e D i n n e r

S t r e e t  D a n c e

c a n ’ t  j o i n  u s ?
Follow along on social media

@bhsunewmanc lu b  

meet our campus missionaries

Sarah

Ben

Kim

Andrew
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