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A Letter From Fr. John Riccardo
ON MISSION TO REPAY THE DEBT
As many of us know, we are privileged to have in our Church a relic
of St. Maximilian Kolbe. Kolbe was one of the truly inspirational and
heroic figures of the twentieth century. He was martyred in a “starvation
bunker” in Auschwitz on August 14, 1941. He was in that bunker because
he stepped forward out of love to take the place of a man selected by
the commandment to die in reprisal for an escape from the concentration camp that had become almost synonymous with hell.

Kolbe was a Polish Franciscan
priest who was famous
throughout
Poland
and
beyond. He was the founder
of an enormous movement
dedicated to Mary (the
Knights of the Immaculata),
and the publisher of the largest periodical in Poland. It’s
hard to imagine what it must
have been like for him first
to be sent to Auschwitz and
then to have stepped forward
to offer his life. For those of us old enough to remember
him, it would perhaps have been like Archbishop Fulton
Sheen at the height of his popularity.
Franciszek Gajowniczek was the man whose life Kolbe
saved. He went on to survive Auschwitz and was reunited
with his wife and children and lived until 1995. After he
was liberated, he spent his whole life telling others about
the one who had stepped forward out of love to save him.
He described his life as, “A man on a mission to repay the
debt.” I can think of no better description for us at OLGC.
We are men and women on mission to repay the debt.
A disciple is a man or woman who has come to know that
God, in His unfathomable love for us, has rescued us from
a tyrant infinitely worse than the horrors of Nazi Germany
or any other hellish regime. He has rescued us from the
tyrant that is Satan, and his dominions Sin and Death and
Hell. He has done this not by waving a magic wand, or by
sending an angel to deliver us, but by becoming a man
and taking our place, like Kolbe in the bunker, and by
going to war against our ancient enemy. This rescue of the
human race happened by His willingly dying a death that
was demonically inspired to be the most degrading and
humiliating of all deaths: crucifixion. And after coming to
know this, we now live entirely different lives.
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Like Franciszek, we live to tell everyone about the One
who loves beyond all telling; we seek to put our whole
lives at His disposal–our time, our gifts, our resources. We
do all this because we have the conviction that there is
no hope for our world apart from God. None. Ours is an
increasingly divided, lonely, violent, despairing world. But
God can and does save, rescue, liberate, and heal. He has
trampled on the power of Sin and Death, opening up the
door that leads to the fullness of life, a life that begins here
and now and finds fulfillment in heaven. This is the reason
why our mission is to offer every person in our community
a life-changing
encounter with
Jesus. This is the
reason
behind
everything we do
here at OLGC.
It is truly an
honor and a
privilege to be a
part of this amazing parish family.
I thank God for each and every one of you, and for all
you do for so many, both here and beyond. May the Holy
Spirit continue to open our eyes, hearts, and minds to
what Jesus has done for us, and may we strive to live each
and every day as men and women on mission to repay
the debt.

In His Love,

Fr. John

Communications Team
The Communications Team has been busy increasing marketing
outreach efforts to aid OLGC Ministries and our school in order
to better reach those outside of our parish boundaries to spread
the Gospel of Jesus. Here are some of the latest things we have
been up to:

LIVE STREAMING
• We launched Live Streaming Sunday and Weekday Masses

NEW PROGRAMS
• Recorded new programs such as Rerouting, CONNECT for young
families, a new season of Becoming Catholic (RCIA), Unleash the
Gospel content for Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Campfire Catechism,
and many more!

SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE
• Nearly 37,000 viewing hours on YouTube and 1,600 new YouTube
subscribers
• Viewers from USA, Canada, UK, Australia, Ireland, South Africa,
Israel, Hong Kong, and India

WEBSITE STATS
• 400,000+ page views
• Visitors from over 120 countries

TESTIMONY of a viewer
from the UK transformed
by the Word of God:

Dear Father Riccardo,

I’d firstly like to offer you my sincerest thanks for all that you do. I was raised atheist
in the U.K and have over the past few years looked into Christianity, but never took the step to become a Christian. For
some reason, I’d always considered Catholicism as something alien, something you had to be born INTO, and so I would
read and look into Protestantism. I’d always thought of Catholicism as an idolatrous and antiquated version of the Faith,
mainly due to my own prejudices and ignorance but have recently done a complete 180. This is due to watching your RCIA
videos online, as well as a live Mass (which I found to be incredibly beautiful).
I’ve begun praying daily (though I feel I have no idea what I’m doing nor whether or not I am doing it right) and I am trying
to set my life straight. It is because of you and the work you are doing that, when I feel I am ready (or worthy, I’m not sure
which) I’ll be joining a local RCIA class and begin my first steps into the Catholic Church.
Once again, thank you for your hard work. Please continue what you’re doing. You ARE reaching people.
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Stewardship Updates and Highlights
“The engagement of every lay person, according to their gifts and state in life,
is essential for the mission of the Church to be fulfilled. ‘Each member of the
lay faithful should always be fully aware of being a “member of the Church” yet
entrusted with a unique task which cannot be done by another and which is to
be fulfilled for the good of all.’ Each one should reflect on how the Lord is calling
them to bring the Gospel into their particular spheres of influence both through
their deeds and their words.”

Lifetime
Achievement
Award
Rose & Lou Brohl
Mark & Lee Cady

We recognized 9 parishioners as Missionary Disciples and 2 Couples with Lifetime
Achievement awards. These are parishioners who show the true beauty of the Lord
by being examples for all of us to follow.

2017 Active Volunteer List Highlights
School Only:
School and/or Parish:
TOTAL
Volunteers in 1 Ministry Only:
Volunteers in 2 Ministries:
Volunteers in 3 Ministries:
Volunteers in 4 or Greater:

441
1,361
1,802
1,174
385
147
96

We hosted several social events throughout the year including the Grand Opening
and the Volunteer Appreciation night.
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Missionary
Disciple Award
Bill & Carol Brewis
Steve Cooper
LeAnn Decker
Mary Guilfoyle
Tim & Pamela Haase
Julie Kavulich
Dave Merkel
Joseph Philips
Mark & Sarah Zydek

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
The Men’s Prayer Breakfast (aka MPB) is a group of men, just regular
guys who refer to themselves as “Regular Joes”, who gather each
week to meet, discuss, and pray about the teachings of the Church,
Scripture, and the impact of faith on our daily lives. Through prayer,
discussion, and invitations, we have grown to a weekly gathering of
200 men. Yet the real beauty of MPB is the way the men go out into
the world to serve and support others.

Each year, we pick one of our sister parishes to focus
upon with special support. In 2017, MPB focused on the
needs of our sister parish St. Aloysius in Detroit. The men
donated socks (and other garments) in substantial quantities to be given out to the homeless. MPB also raised
thousands of dollars to help fund the purchase of six new
refrigerators/freezers for food donations that are given to
St. Al’s for the needy.

The men of MPB are involved with ministries throughout
the parish such as Christian Service, RCIA, CYO, Parish
Council, or Religious Education as well as others. Our
men also assist in non-formal activities such as helping construct, clean, or repair items around OLGC or for
people who need special assistance. The real mission
of the Men’s Prayer Breakfast is not simply to meet, eat,
and talk on a Wednesday morning, but to go out into the
world, where we serve the Church and respond to the
faith that God has put into our hearts. Many of our men
actively evangelize, seeking to engage others and share
the Truth of Christ. Above all, the men of MPB always,
always, ALWAYS pray. We pray in thanksgiving, we pray
for others, and we pray for ourselves. We pray to praise
the Almighty Father who is deserving of all our love.

At the Men’s Mass and Fellowship, we take the opportunity to invite other men who may not usually join us to
come to Mass on a Tuesday night, join with us for food
and fellowship, while also having the benefit of a speaker
who helps to educate, exhort, and testify to our faith. We
hosted four of these gatherings in 2017 and had hundreds
of men join us for these special Masses.
In 2017, we opened with a weekly deep dive into the
Rerouting talks that our parish was presenting. Recently,
we have spent the past 3 months opening up the writings of Unleash the Gospel. We have used a series of
MPB-made videos to help present and discuss the many
great exhortations that are being made in the letter from
the Archbishop. This letter has been a gift for us men to
study, to reflect upon, and, hopefully, to drive each man to
deeper, more active discipleship.
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Seminary Basketball Game

Church Expansion Update
Expansion serves the
following ministries and activities

Funding
Donations through 20/20 Campaign
Interest Income
Loan Proceeds
TOTAL

$5,900,735
$50,483

(through 03/01/2018)*

social

CYO Volleyball

Volunteer Appreciation

CYO Basketball

Family Night

Cheerleading

Senior Life

More Than Basketball

Praise & Worship Pizza

OLGC Dads Basketball

Veterans’ Breakfast

Adult Volleyball

First Friday
Reception

$1,255,184
$7,206,402

Expenses
Expansion Construction & Furnishings

Sports/Fitness

$6,303,257

Changing Lives Together
commitment to AOD

$676,379

Music Room/Day Chapel Construction

$166,725

TOTAL

$7,146,361

REMAINING BALANCE

$60,041**

Faith & Fitness
Volleyball

Name Tag Sunday

Walking Track

Young Adults

SportsLeader

Funeral Luncheons

* Final construction contingency and furnishing expense TBD
** Remaining balance to used for furnishing purchases. Any remaining balance at the end of fiscal year 2017-2018 will be applied to the loan
balance as a principal payment.
Important to note that the project cost was $175,000 under our approved budget of $6.48M.
Also important to note that due to this savings and the generosity of our parishioners, our loan balance finished far
lower than the original approved loan amount of $2.55M.
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Faith Formation

Marriage &
Family Life

CGS
Walking With Purpose

My House

Acts of the Apostles
Bible Study

Cub Scouts

SURGE Youth Ministry

Everyday in Love

Bible & Sacraments
Bible Study

Beloved

Becoming Catholic

Grieving With
Great Hope

CONNECT

Marriage Mentoring

RCIC

American Heritage Girls

Fatima Movie Night

Creighton NFP

Fatima Conference

Theology of the Body
for Engaged Couples

Alpha Training
Mondays With Monica

Expansion Construction

Blessing of Expansion

Confirmation Prep
Confirmation Parent
Meeting

other

EDGE Middle School
Ministry
Ascent College Ministry
First Reconciliation
Retreat
Called & Gifted
Confirmation Retreat

Staff Retreats /
Team Building
Finance Council
Worship Commission

Alpha for School Moms

Evangelization
Committee

Catholic 2 Catholic

MPB

Diaconate Formation

Christmas Eve Mass

Discipleship Groups

Stewardship
Commission

First Communion
Parent Meeting

Exterior

Prayer Ministry Training
Acts XXIX

The Upper Room
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2017 STEWARDSHIP REPORT

Religious Formation
In Religious Formation at OLGC, we have truly embraced Archbishop Vigneron’s Unleash the Gospel in so many ways
this past year. We have prayerfully discerned, opened our hearts to the movement of the Holy Spirit, and dared to
ask and be responsive to this call: What is it we need to do, or do differently, to bring the Good News to the children,
parents, and families in our care? Our answers were both big and small.

the big
RESTRUCTURED:

We continued with our 3-year plan toward restructuring Religious Formation
programming and shoring up Sacramental Readiness. Working collaboratively with
clergy, our former Director of Evangelization & Catechesis, youth ministry, school
teachers, catechists, and parents, we did the following:
• Conducted no less than 40 meetings, countless hours in prayer,
research, and discernment.
• Restructured the Confirmation curriculum to include 5th & 6th grades
• Created the CONNECT family formation program
• Carved out a pathway for sacramental readiness

CALLING ALL PARENTS:
In light of Unleash the Gospel, in June we invited all parents to attend a meeting to
hear about all that’s happening in Religious Formation. We cheered parents on to
live their faith excellently! Mass, talking about the faith, seeking the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, and praying daily. The point? YOU MATTER. Parents matter. Families
matter. This set the stage for our year ahead in doing all we can to help parents as
primary catechists of their children.

CONNECT:
This fall we launched a new program option for families called CONNECT which
encourages connecting everyday life to the Gospel, helps parents form new community, supports parents on the home front, and offers retreats and other opportunities
to unleash the Gospel in meaningful ways. As one young CONNECT student said, “I
know why this program is called CONNECT… because it connects us to God!”

CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD:
We expanded our offerings and now have 2 Atria for children in grades PreK – 3rd. This
Montessori-based way of forming children in the faith allows young souls to nurture
their relationship with Jesus. The “way” of the Atria (special rooms in which the children learn) is quiet, few words, and hands-on; faith is literally held in the hands of the
children. We were thrilled to be a host-site for Level I training in the summer and to be
visited by the National Director, Mary Mirrione, in October. The Atria cultivate learning
in a way children cannot unlearn the truths about our Good Shepherd.

the small
•••
Families are busy. We offered home visits to those
who were homeschooling.
We‘ll come to you when
life gets in the way. Last
year, 5 homes were visited
and much was learned
about how to improve our
homeschool program.
•••
Websites can be hard to
navigate. Our Religious
Formation webpage is
new and improved and
full of family resources. We
made it easy to find what’s
being looked for.
•••
Before
After
School
Program begins, catechists
and early-arriving families
circle-up in the hallway
and pray together before
classes start; a beautiful
way for all to experience
the power of prayer.
•••
Piloting a few Apps—
one called SeeSaw and
another Sponsorgrams—
techy ways to stay in touch
beyond the classroom.

SACRAMENTAL READINESS:
We are now in another pilot period of confirming students in the 6th grade having just come off 4 years of piloting
Confirmation in the 5th grade. Archbishop Vigneron is committed to finding the rightful placement of the Sacrament
of Confirmation for the Archdiocese of Detroit and OLGC is one testing ground. “Is my child ready?” has become a
common question. Every year is preparation for sacramental reception. Every year is important. Now, a year in advance,
parents will receive information about what’s ahead. We’ll touch base mid-year with our First Communion families to
make sure they have all the support and information needed. 5th graders will be invited to a “kick-off-Confirmation”
retreat to help them prepare for the coming year. Confirmation curriculum is being wired-in to 5th and 6th grade formation. We are doing all we can to assure that families and children are ready!

CATECHIST FORMATION:
We held a 2-day summer training retreat for our catechists, focusing on our Faith and Life curriculum and Unleash the
Gospel in which Archbishop Vigneron calls us to evangelize through personal testimony. We followed up with an enrichment night, where catechists from all programs were invited to create and practice giving their testimony.
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OLGC School Update
Letter from the Principal
As we enter another school year filled with change and excitement, I
think back on the many blessings and enjoyable events of the past year.
I thank God, along with our parish and school community, for all of the
growth and passion for Jesus that our students have experienced.
We believe that it is important to signify ourselves as a Parish school
because it shows that we are a part of a family. We believe that the
school is an extension of how one’s faith can be learned and experienced at church.
Each day, we live our mission to lead our children to become disciples of
Christ and encounter Jesus in a new way. This cannot be done without
the support of the entire church community. We strive to provide an
environment where children can encounter and witness the beauty of
the Lord, so as to continue to spread His message. With your prayers
and support, we are closer to realizing this goal.
In His Love,
Liz Ross, Interim Principal
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Evangelization and Discipleship
Unbound

Home Blessings

WWP 2016 Fall/Winter

The weekend of Feb 17 and
18, 2017 OLGC hosted the
Unbound: Get Unbound and
LIVE FREE! Conference. Over
160 people attended, learning
about the Five Keys to Freedom. It was a moving weekend
filled with many graces.

32 neighborhoods in the
Plymouth, Canton, Ann
Arbor, Livonia, Northville, Novi, Farmington
Hills, Whitmore Lake,
and South Lyon areas
were blessed including
217 homes blessed.

Walking with Purpose, a women’s Bible
study, began in Fall 2016 with 94 women
meeting in the Social Hall on Tuesday
mornings and 20 women meeting in two
homes on Tuesday evenings. By January,
the numbers rose to 110 women in the
mornings and almost 50 in the evenings
meeting in the Social Hall.

Fearless
On Wednesday, May 24, Fearless was shown at OLGC to over 1,000 people. This
powerful documentary highlights the reality that Jesus continues to move today
and that our faith doesn’t rest on human wisdom, but on the power of the Holy
Spirit, the Divine Power that is necessary to fuel the New Evangelization. After
a panel discussion with those featured in the film, Father Mathias Thelen held a
healing service, where countless physical healings took place.

formed.org
This 24/7 online resource available to all OLGC Parishioners boasts over 300+
episodes of video-based study programs, dozens of feature films and movies,
over 35 audio presentations, and over 25 ebooks that can be downloaded . . . all
for FREE! In the 2016-2017 year, there were almost 1,700 visits from OLGC parishioners. The top videos watched were “Solanus Casey” and “Finding Fatima.”
The top audio listened to was “Audio Bible: Matthew.” The top ebook that was
downloaded was You Can Understand the Bible by Peter Kreeft. Don’t have an
account? Sign up at olgcparish.formed.org.

Fatima conference
OLGC was blessed to partner with A Call to Mary and host the 100th Anniversary
Fatima Conference on October 13 and 14, 2017. Just under 1,000 people
attended the two-day conference and were met with radical hospitality by over
275 volunteers. Countless graces were bestowed upon our parish on that day.

Bible studies
This year, OLGC hosted three separate Bible studies with about 100 people attending. Other established smaller
groups held their own private Bible studies. Did you know that OLGC has over 50 Bible studies in its library?
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Rerouting Deeper Dives
From January through April, OLGC priests and clergy spent Wednesday nights
delving deeper into the Rerouting teachings that were presented during the
Sunday homilies. Approximately 250 OLGC parishioners attended these weekly
sessions learning more about what truly will make each of us happy.

Rerouting Commitment Cards
From January through April, OLGC priests and clergy used the homily to teach parishioners about God’s love through salvation history. This teaching was named Rerouting:
Finding the Way Home. At the end of the fourteen weeks of teaching, 2,100 parishioners surrendered their lives to Jesus.

Alpha
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the Christian faith, typically run over eleven weeks. Each talk looks at a different
question around faith and is designed to create conversation. Alpha is run all over the globe, and everyone is welcome.
Statistics: 7 Alpha courses offered in a variety of venues —
parish, homes, and pub; 300 guests attended; 3 Run Alpha
trainings hosted; 11 parishes both inside and outside the
Archdiocese of Detroit attended the training events.

Alpha Guest Testimonials

“Before Alpha, I was disconnected from God,
disconnected from what was important in life.
After Alpha, I’m on the road to recovery.”
“After Alpha, I learned how to praise God even
with all the problems I have.”
“After Alpha, I’m starting to feel it’s possible
to believe in Jesus Christ.”
“After Alpha, I’m on fire!”

ACTS XXIX
Convinced that God is leading
us into a time of formation to
become missionary disciples
so as to transform life and culture, ACTS XXIX was launched in
September with a vision to “equip the holy ones for the work
of ministry.” (Eph. 4:12) Through teaching, mentoring, small
group discussion, and workshops, roughly 100 parishioners
are growing in their understanding of relational ministry and
that divine intimacy, authentic friendship, and spiritual multiplication are crucial habits for
disciples and disciple makers.

Mondays with Monica
This newly-formed ministry devoted to St. Monica meets the second Monday of every
month is committed to the restoration and growth in the Body of Christ through the
conversion of fallen-away and non-Catholic family members and friends. Over 60 women
gather for prayer, a presentation, and small group discussion.
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The 3rd and 4th grade OLGC Lacrosse team Letters To Mom Ceremony.
Each player presented their mom with a rose and a letter they wrote
outlining why they love their mom and what makes her so special.

OLGC Catholic Youth Organization (CYO)
OLGC introduced the SportsLeader program during the 2016 season and has seen it
flourish into a wonderful tool to help create disciples amongst coaches and players.
The SportsLeader program is founded on four principles: Catholic Identity, Virtues,
Ceremony, and Mentorship.

Ceremonies

Virtues
Catholic
identity

Going to Mass
as a team
Many of our teams go
together monthly and
some weekly.
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Each week, coaches
are sent a virtue of the
week that comes along
with prayer and discussion topics, as well as a
video to share regarding
that virtue. Coaches
discuss these virtues
as well as encourage
players to talk about
what that virtue means
to them and when they
acted out that virtue.

Mentorship
Each coach takes a
minute or two with
each player at each
practice to check in.

All of our teams participate in a jersey ceremony (Mom or Dad
affirms their child in
front of the other players and family members
on their team as they
give their child their
jersey for the season)
and a rose ceremony
(child affirms Mom
through a letter they
read out loud at the end
of season).

Christian Service
The Life Issues Ministry
The Life Issues Ministry continues to grow, and in 2017, we
were actively engaged in defending the unborn through 40
Days For Life, praying in front of Planned Parenthood in Ann
Arbor, participating in March for Life, and hosting the Rose
Mass. The ministry also held a Life Chain event.

Life Issues Group Visiting Imago Dei Pregnancy Aid Center

The new area of engagement we entered is helping the awareness of
human trafficking. As a ministry and in collaboration with Pearls of Great
Price Coalition, we screened the film Nefarious and helped put together a
human trafficking symposium.
Our goal is to continue to be involved and engaged in the issues that can
help create awareness and equip our community about the other pro-life
issues.

Testimony
“Each time we donate to a pregnancy center, it seems to be when their
greatest need arises. One month we called The Lennon Center in Dearborn
Heights and asked if they could use some help and the receptionist cried
and said they just gave out their last package of diapers.”

Annual Rose Mass which commemorates the anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the legalization of abortion. Each year is
also remembered by placing a rose in a baby crib at the foot of the altar. 44 people stand in for those victims of
abortion.
Life Chain this year was the biggest yet with people standing in silent prayer for those killed by abortion. It was a
silent presence for the babies and for others driving by to see.
OLGC, along with the Pearls of Great Price coalition, hosted a Human Trafficking conference in May at St. Thomas
a Becket. Deep awareness of this most evil problem was accomplished at this conference.
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Some of the Life Issues ministry members toured a crisis pregnancy center both in the suburbs, Another Way
Pregnancy Center in Farmington Hills, and also one in Detroit, Imago Dei, located in the basement of St. Augustine/
St. Monica Catholic parish. This brought the reality of who we help into a more realistic light.
Mary’s Closet monthly donations have been most generous on the part of our OLGC parishioners. Donations have
been given to the following:
Mary’s Mantle, Another Way Pregnancy Center, Imago Dei, Guadalupe Workers, WeeCare,
The Lennon Center, Oxford Pregnancy Center, CareNet, AAA Pregnancy Center
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St. Vincent De Paul
2017 has been a busy year for OLGC Vincentians, from visiting the needy to assess
individual needs to delivering food baskets to those struggling to make ends
meet. Vincentians pray with those who despair and many times listen to those
who just need someone to hear their story. We held two very successful clothing
drives in the spring and fall in our church parking lot. Due to the generosity of our
parishioners, we have filled several storage PODS full of clothing for our SVdP
resale shop. Food baskets are delivered at Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas to
those identified as most in need.

Giving Trees had over 1,100 tags, and each one of them was filled!

28
Lap robes:
14
Baby blankets:
18
Baby hats:
18
Baby snugs:
3
Rosary cases:
3
Shawls:
45
Water filter covers: 61

Work of Our Hands Ministry

Fleece blankets:

Hats & mufflers for PBJ:

In December, we presented our year’s work for a blessing by
Fr. Dave Tomaszycki. So many beautiful works of love were
created. New this year was an item suggested by Bro. Tom
Hercegovics: water filter socks for Water with Blessings, and
many were fashioned by the group.
Anyone wishing more information about the group may
contact Karen Folland at kmfolland@comcast.net or Marilynn
Kokoszka at mfkokoszka@gmail.com.

6 sets

Ypsilanti Family Services received:
(shawls and baby items)

8 items

Veterans Brunch
On November 12, following the 10:00 Mass, we held our first
Veterans Day brunch honoring OLGC’s veterans and their families. The John Paul II rooms were decorated with a patriotic
theme with memorabilia contributed by our veterans ranging
from uniforms, medals, Purple Hearts, to pictures and scrapbooks. There was also a “Missing Man” table commemorating
the memory of fallen, missing, or imprisoned military service
members. Music was provided by Angela DeAlbuquerque.
Over ninety were in attendance representing all major branches
of our Armed Services. The event was kicked off with a greeting by our Master of Ceremony, Br. Tom Hercegovics, followed
by the Pledge of Allegiance and a Blessing by Deacon Steve
Mitchell. After enjoying a wonderful brunch, the veterans were
acknowledged by branch as their branch’s song was played and sung. A highlight of the day was a rousing address by
Brigadier General Carol Ann Fausone. We ended with a prayer of thanksgiving for all who have so courageously and
selflessly served our country. Thanks to Br. Tom for organizing this event and thanks to all who helped decorate, serve,
and clean-up. But, a very special thank you goes out to all of our veterans and their families!
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Walking With Purpose

Walking with Purpose (WWP), is a women’s Catholic
Bible study offering a Scripture-based program that is
approachable, relevant, and focused on conversion of
heart. It’s aim is to bring women to a deeper personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. WWP is a great tool to
truly Unleash The Gospel!
Meeting women where they are in a personal and transformational way, WWP offers at-home study and weekly
small group discussions that link women’s everyday
challenges with the solutions found in the teachings of
Christ and the Catholic Church. There are currently over
225 WWP programs offered at parishes in the US and
Canada with over 18,000 women participating; Our Lady
of Good Counsel is the first WWP parish program in the
Archdiocese of Detroit.
In its second season at OLGC, two WWP Bible studies are
offered; 1. Opening Your Heart, the entry point to WWP,
explores the fundamental questions of our Catholic faith
and our relationship with Jesus Christ, and 2. Touching
The Divine, focuses on the qualities of Jesus revealed
through the Gospel of John. The number of women participating in both studies now totals more than 250.

The impact on participants has been truly transformational. Highlights from the results of the
2016/2017 WWP Participant Survey communicate how life-changing WWP has been:

90%

answered their
prayer life is
improved
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95%

have grown in their
appreciation for the
Sacraments

97%

responded their
Catholic faith has
grown

100%

said the contents of
the study applied to
their life

100%

responded that their
relationship with Christ
is stronger

THE PERSONAL TESTIMONIES OF BOTH WWP LEADERS
AND WWP PARTICIPANTS AFFIRM THE SURVEY RESULTS:
“. . . Women need women, and I have tried various studies and attempts in getting women together at my parish but nothing compares to this very personal study of Walking with Purpose. As a small group leader, I have witnessed tremendous
growth not only in the table attendees but in myself. Four weeks into this study, I noticed how quickly women had bonded
and how they realized it was the Holy Spirit that brought us all together. Women have shared with me that they went to
confession after 20+ years of not going, better relationships with their families and colleagues, and being drawn closer to
Jesus. AND this has all happened only halfway through the study.
I think Jesus is saying . . . just wait! Praise Jesus and my parish for
bringing this study. It is life changing.”
“I am a widow and my faith life has
become stronger with the help of
WWP. I especially have appreciated
all the women of different ages. Have
recommended it to others!”
2016/2017 Participant

Mary Lockwood, WWP Co-Coordinator

“I hadn’t gone to confession in over 5 years. Through this Bible
study, God gave me the strength, knowledge, and grace of the
Holy Spirit to recognize my deep longing for healing and forgiveness. But it is also so much more than that . . . I have never wanted
to love God more than I do today. For he is the answer to every
question and has given me purpose to everything in my life.”

As women have grown in their relationship with Jesus,
they have grown in their desire to be joyful missionaries!
WWP group service projects have included:
• serving at local soup kitchens to feed the homeless
• providing Christmas gifts to families identified through
the OLGC Giving Tree project
• participating together in the Saturday morning PBJ
ministry
And of course, women joyfully share The Good News of
Jesus’ love and mercy once they have experienced it.
Inviting others to become part of WWP has been a significant factor in growing this ministry from 90+ women in
2016 to over 250 women in 2017.
WWP is open to new participants throughout the study.
Send an email to wwp@olgcparish.net if interested.
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Senior Life Ministry
Senior Life Ministry at OLGC is for all parishioners age 55 and better. We focus on getting to know one another through
shared events, Christian service opportunities, and field trips. We currently plan monthly events and have game afternoons on the third Wednesdays from 1 pm to 4 pm. To receive announcements of upcoming events, send your full
name and email address to rostj@olgcparish.net.

Families Ministry
The Our Lady of Good Counsel Families Ministry has had a great first year of ministering to families in our parish. Their
offerings are geared toward encouraging a life-changing encounter with Christ for young families with events specifically
designed for children from newborn to school aged, their siblings, and their caregivers. Here are some of our events:
• The Families Ministry kicked off the year with BBQ at Freedom Park in Canton.
• As Fall approached, we held our first Family Night of the year in the church Social
Hall. It was attended by over 150 parishioners and friends who came to fellowship
together.
• We introduced the Children of Hope Family Adoration program that meets weekly
on Saturday mornings in the school chapel to worship and adore our Lord. The
program takes into consideration that little ones can be wiggly and helps our
participants grow and learn this form of showing love to our Lord.
• Our Wednesday morning playgroup has been a welcomed addition: Newborn
through preschool-aged children come together with their moms, dads, grandparents, and caregivers for a time of fellowship and play in a relaxed informal setting.
• To celebrate St. Nicholas’ Feast Day, the Young Families Ministry hosted a Breakfast
with St. Nicholas. Attendees learned a little about this special Saint while they
enjoyed a warm breakfast, activities, and a story read by St. Nicholas himself. The
morning allowed families the opportunity to celebrate the early days of Advent,
learning from St. Nicholas to turn their eyes toward Christ focusing themselves on
the anticipation of His birth.

Child Care Ministry
The Child Care Ministry’s mission is to provide support to the young
families in our parish. It has been “unleashing the Gospel” and helping families “reclaim their [Christian family] identity” by providing care
for children during many faith and spiritual formation opportunities for
adults and families. It can also serve as an opportunity for a beginning
encounter with Jesus for OLGC’s youngest parishioners.

Testimonials from parents
“Child care at OLGC has been a great gift to our family. As a new mom, opportunities for individual prayer
time and faith formation are hard to come by. Being
able to attend a weekly Bible study (while my toddler
is having a blast with his buddies) had been a source
of renewal and refreshment for me, and, in turn, has
blessed our family. We are so grateful!”
Rachel G.

CONTACT Info:

Jamie DeMarco

|

Volunteer Barb
Shelton with two child
care attendees

Over the past year, the ministry itself has experienced
tremendous change.
• Child Care expanded to include 10 new programs.
• Volunteers served approximately 190 children from 92
families.
• The ministry successfully opened its permanent location
in the new expansion wing.
• The two new child care rooms are well equipped to
serve the needs of children of all ages!

demarcoj@olgcparish.net

|

(734) 453-0326, ext. 228
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2017 Financial Update
Budget
Year Ending

Actual
Year Ended

Budget
Year Ending

Actual
Year Ended

Actual
Year Ending

June 30, 2018

June 30, 2017

June 30, 2017

June 30, 2016

June 30, 2015

Offertory Collections

3,368,000

3,273,036

3,613,960

3,138,275

2,731,529

Christmas Collection

425,000

518,986

400,000

470,409

418,732

68,173

216,169

55,000

0

0

0

0

0

139,463

26,233

2,400,306

2,377,938

2,404,271

2,450,548

2,468,380

366,492

404,231

294,966

630,350

516,363

6,627,971

6,790,360

6,768,197

6,829,045

6,161,237

3,733,394

3,660,337

3,811,769

3,578,383

3,477,424

Interest

148,000

53,076

127,000

77,840

103,970

Loan Principal Repayment

227,000

301,474

268,000

440,515

502,863

Utilities & Property Insurance

420,092

307,972

407,022

285,560

285,016

Christian Service Outreach

233,920

179,268

312,000

232,283

245,572

Diocesan Assessment

265,000

262,568

250,000

205,579

217,148

82,900

62,175

78,700

101,643

86,244

Maintenance & Repairs

514,050

496,232

536,367

633,196

315,941

Other

836,865

712,106

795,589

945,820

881,232

Capital Expenses

166,750

223,609

181,750

207,813

158,877

6,627,971

6,258,817

6,768,197

6,708,632

6,274,287

120,413

113,050

REVENUES:

Donations
CSA Overage
Tuition & Fees
Other

TOTAL REVENUES

EXPENSES:
Salaries & Benefits

Textbooks

TOTAL EXPENSES
Net Increase (Decrease) In Cash
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531,543

VISION STATEMENT
TO OFFER EVERY PERSON IN OUR COMMUNITY
A LIFE-CHANGING ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS.

47650 North Territorial Road
Plymouth, MI 48170

olgcparish.net

(734) 453-0326

fb.com/olgcplymouth
youtube.com/olgcplymouth

