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Bishop Robert Gruss ordained
Zane Pekron to the transitional dia-
conate on May 24 at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. The transitional dia-
conate is a step in the preparation
for priesthood. It was the first tran-
sitional diaconate ordination held
in the Diocese of Rapid City since
2014. (Left to right) Deacon Lloyd
Frein, Bishop Gruss, Deacon
Pekron, Deacon Greg Sass, semi-
narian Adam Johnson, seminarian
Joshua Lee, and master of cere-
monies Fr. Michel Mulloy. See
more photos on page 3. (WRC
photo by Laurie Hallstrom)

Transitional deacon ordained for Diocese of Rapid City

Pray for Black Elk’s
Canonization, p.2 

Serving Others in 
God’s Love, p.13

St. Bonaventure, 
McIntosh, 125th 
Anniversary,
Jul. 15, p. 11

Bishop’s Golf Classic, 
Aug. 13, p. 7

Up Coming...

A Good Day of Fishing
To raise money for seminarian education the Western South Dakota
Catholic Foundation sponsors the Bishop’s Fishing Tournament, which
was June 1, at Lakes Oahe and Sharpe by Ft. Pierre. This year the 6th an-
nual event brought in more than $9,700. St. John the Evangelist Church is
the host parish for the event. The day began with 40 people fishing from
the shore or by boat. In the afternoon the fish were weighed and a silent

auction took place. Mass with Bishop Robert Gruss was followed by a fish
fry and awards dinner at Padre Hall. St. Joseph Church, Spearfish, took
home the Parish Challenge award for having the highest total weight for
five fish. Their team included Bob Morcom, Bob Moncell and Greg Bohls. 
For more photos see page 4. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth) 

First Communions, 
pp. 20-22



the Lord will use those
prayers of intercession.
On this page is the
prayer that has been cre-
ated for this process.
Hopefully it is found on
prayer cards in your
parishes. Let it find its
way into your daily
prayer life.

I believe that the
church’s special recogni-
tion of Black Elk’s
saintly life will provide
the Native American
faith-community and peoples everywhere
the example of a very special person whose
presence to others is worthy of imitation. As
a model, he showed how the Native Amer-
ican culture could enrich the Body of
Christ, integrating the two traditions,
thereby bringing a richness to both.

This Catholic missionary and mystic
holy-man of the Oglala Sioux would be a
welcome symbol to all Native Americans,
leaving a legacy of someone who sought the
Sacred, who lived the Gospel in everyday
life, and who inspired others (Native and
non-Native) to do the same.  

Servant of God Nicholas Black Elk, pray
for us.
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Bishop’s Calendar
June 24-July 17, 2018

June 24, Sunday
Annual Ride with the Bishop for BHSU Newman Center, Spearfish, Black Hills Area
June 27, Wednesday
9:30 a.m. Cabinet Chiefs Meeting, Chancery 
1:30 p.m. Terra Sancta Guild Leadership Committee Meeting, Chancery
June 28, Thursday
9:05 a.m. Real Presence Radio Interview – FM 89.9/94.7
3 p.m. Black Elk Cause Meeting, Manderson
July 3, Tuesday
9:30 a.m. Cabinet Chiefs Meeting, Chancery 
July 4, Wednesday
Chancery Closed for Independence Day
July 15, Sunday
10:30 a.m. Parish Centennial Mass, St. Bonaventure Church, McIntosh
July 17, Tuesday
Visit Totus Tuus Boys, Terra Sancta

Last October 21st was an important day
in the history of the Diocese of Rapid City.
On this day, during the celebration of the
Mass at Holy Rosary Church in Pine
Ridge, a decree was read formally opening
the cause for beatification and canonization
of Nicholas Black Elk, Sr. I would like to
update you on what has happened since
that momentous day.

At the November 2017 USCCB meet-
ing, as required by canonical procedures, I
made a presentation to the American bish-
ops seeking their prayerful support to move
forward the process for beatification and
canonization of Nicholas Black Elk. Fol-
lowing that procedure, their unanimous ap-
proval was made public and since then I
have been amazed and inspired by the in-
terest in this cause from all across the coun-
try and throughout Europe. 

Since the opening of the cause, I have re-
ceived a number of letters and phone calls
from people in various parts of the country
sharing with me the impact or influence
that Black Elk has had in their lives as they
have studied his life or through intercessory
prayer. In addition, numerous film produc-
ers have contacted me expressing interest in
creating a film or documentary on his life. 

In recent months, we have secured a pos-
tulator in Rome, Fr. Luis Escalante, who is
experienced in working with the process
and procedures and the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints, bringing an expertise
that is not available locally. Bill White of
Christ the King Parish in Porcupine will as-
sume the role of Vice Postulator. Part of the
process is to formally appoint the Officials
of the Inquiry. Fr. Joseph Daoust, SJ, has
been appointed Episcopal Delegate, Fr.
Dan Juelfs as Promoter of Justice, and
Teresa Spiess as Notary. 

To assist in searching out and gathering
all the published writings of the Servant of
God Nicholas Black Elk, those not yet pub-
lished, as well as all historical documents, a
Historical Commission is appointed. Mem-
bers of this commission are Mark Thiel,
Archivist at Marquette University where
many records about Nicholas Black Elk are
kept; Fr. Michael Steltenkamp, SJ, author of
two books about Black Elk — “Black Elk:
Holy Man of the Oglala,” and “Nicholas
Black Elk: Medicine Man, Missionary,
Mystic;” and Ken Stewart, Archives Re-
search Administrator for the South Dakota

State Archives/South Dakota State Histor-
ical Society.

Two Theological Censors must also be
appointed. Their role is to examine the pub-
lished writings of the Servant of God — his
own works or by others — to verify that
there is nothing contained in them contrary
to faith and good morals. The names of the
Theological Censors must remain secret. 

An important aspect of the cause is to
verify the heroic virtues and the reputation
of holiness and intercessory power of the
person being considered for beatification
and canonization. This takes place through
the testimony of witnesses. These include
eyewitnesses, that is, those who have had
direct and immediate knowledge of the
Servant of God, i.e., blood relatives and
other relations as well as others who have
received information about Nicholas Black
Elk from those who have had direct and
immediate knowledge. The witnesses are
bound by an oath to tell the truth and to
keep secret their role in this process. 

There are other particulars that are a part
of the process, but because of limited space
here I have outlined the basic process. In
the coming months the Officials of the In-
quiry will be completing their work, bring-
ing together all of the required
documentation — Acta (Acts) — necessary
to move this cause forward. Upon comple-
tion, the Acta are then sent to the Congre-
gation for the Causes of the Saints. Then
the diocesan phase of the process is com-
pleted. 

An important aspect of this whole
process on a local level is cultivating an in-
terest in the life of the individual being pro-

moted for the cause of beatification and
canonization. This has begun in our diocese
with the prayer cards and the posters of
Nicholas Black Elk highlighting some as-
pects of his life. A website is being devel-
oped to promote his cause as well as
provide historical information on his life. A
Facebook page promoting the cause will
also be up and running in the near future. 

This is an important opportunity for the
Diocese of Rapid City. I would ask that you
keep this cause in your prayers. If you have
not already begun to do so, please use Ser-
vant of God Nicholas Black Elk as an in-
tercessor in your lives. We never know how

Heavenly Father, Great Spirit! Behold us, who
stand before you singing our song of thanksgiving
for Servant of God, Nicholas Black Elk. 
Faithfully he walked the Sacred Red Road and
generously witnessed the Good News of our Lord
Jesus Christ among the Native American people.
We humbly ask you to hear the prayers we plead
through his intercession. We ask Holy Mother
Church to recognize his sanctity by acknowledg-
ing his presence among the company of Saints
and as one to imitate in his zeal for the Gospel.
Open our hearts to also recognize the Risen
Christ in other cultures and peoples, to your glory
and honor through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please keep the canonization cause in your prayers

Marquette University Archive Photo
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Transitional Deacon Ordination, from page 1
Fr. John Praveen Itukulapati, ALCP/OSS, is released from his assign-
ment as parochial vicar of the Parishes of the Cheyenne River Reserva-
tion: All Saints in Eagle Butte, Immaculate Conception in Bridger, St.
Joseph in Cherry Creek, Sacred Heart in Dupree, St. Catherine in Prom-
ise, Sacred Heart in Red Scaffold, St. Joseph in Ridgeview and St.
Therese in White Horse. He is assigned as a parochial vicar of the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, and St. Michael
Church, Hermosa, effective June 9.

Priest Assignments ___________________________________

Before the deacon candidate was called forward, Zane Pekron sat with his family, (Left to
right) his father, Steve, mother Nina, sisters Allison and Grace, and grandmother, JoAnn 
Runner. The Pekrons are members of St. Mary Parish, Milesville. 

An important step in the ordination Mass, the newly ordained deacon is vested in a white alb,
a symbol of his new life. Fr. Ron Garry, Ft. Pierre, helped Deacon Pekron with his robes. This
summer, the deacon is assigned to serve at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish, and St. Paul
Church, Belle Fourche. In the fall he plans to return to St. Paul Seminary, St. Paul, Minn., to
complete his theological studies. (WRC photos by Laurie Hallstrom) 

The Chancery will be closed 
Wednesday, July 4 for 
Independence Day
Have a safe holiday.
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Fishing continued from page 1 — (Clockwise from the
left) Bishop Robert Gruss holds up his award for catch-
ing the biggest walleye. Seminarian Adam Johnson and
Fr. Adam Hofer show their catches. Ft. Pierre parish-
ioners, Ryan Fowler and Bob Hatten,  fry up the day’s
catch. Cormac and Eddie Duffy took home the honors
for shore fishing. Award presenter Tim Henderson is
standing with the boys. He is the executive director of
the Western S.D. Catholic Foundation. (WRC photos by
Becky Berreth) 

‘We don’t have time to be patient’
be taken away. In entering religious life, she
said, she was convinced Jesus held the clues
to create a world where these truths would
hold for all.

She still believes in this “narrative of
human rights” but said it “is threatened be-
cause we live in a polarized society.

She said. “The antidote to fear is hope.”
Archbishop Gomez said Pope Francis

talks a lot about how his pontificate is “not
only a change of era” but how this is “an era
of change. Everything is changing.”

The “simple and most obvious thing
contributing to polarization is the Internet,”
he said. It is making talking to each other
more difficult. Secularization is also a major
factor.”

“We are used to a Christian culture,” the
archbishop said. “We assume that’s the way
it is, but the whole country is becoming
more and more secular.” He also took issue
with the prevailing notion that faith and
science are incompatible.

Cardinal Cupich also talked about fear
as a major factor causing polarization, de-
scribing “merchants of fear” actively work-
ing in society today.

The cost of polarization, he said, “is the
division we face in our nation. We are not
just separated by ideas but into groups.
That’s the difference between partisanship
and polarization. Partisans used to be able
to get things done, to reach across the aisle.
But we are polarized, we have our own
sources of information.”

“I think we often refuse to credit differ-
ent ‘gifts’” people bring to the discussion on
issues, and so fail to learn from one another,
said Helen Alvare. Society being so mate-
rialistic also sharply divides people, which
is coupled with the fact people are short on
time and patience, she added.

“The shortage of time is very much re-
lated to economic life,” Alvare added. “We
don’t have time to be patient with people”
and listen to other views.

Alvare said sharp disagreement is good
but people also need to have good facts and
sources, and they must pay attention to
“tone, tone, tone” when they talk to one an-
other, she said. “If you feel dizzy and out of
whack” in this polarized society, she said,
“Catholic social teaching insights would
help account for what we’re feeling and also
(help us) find a way forward.”

(CNS) — Sister Teresa Maya grew up
hearing her “abuela” say, “People understand
each other by speaking to one another.”

In her grandmother’s wisdom, she said,
lies a way to address the polarization that
seems to affect every aspect of U.S. society
today.

Fostering “encuentros,” or encounters, on
the personal level and people “really being
interested in the other side of the story”
would go a long way to encourage folks
with different opinions to dialogue about all
manner of issues with civility, she told an
audience at Georgetown University June 4.

Sister Maya, a Sister of Charity of the
Incarnate Word from San Antonio, is pres-
ident of the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious. She was one of four
speakers at the public session of a June 4-6
invitation-only conference on “Though
Many, One: Overcoming Polarization
Through Catholic Social Thought.”

Organizers said the conference was
meant to be a starting point to bring about
Pope Francis’ vision of the church respond-
ing to human hurts and social challenges by
living out the joy of the Gospel.

Joining Sister Maya on the panel were
Helen Alvare, professor of law at George
Mason University’s Antonin Scalia Law
School in Arlington, Virginia; Chicago
Cardinal Blase J. Cupich; and Los Angeles
Archbishop Jose H. Gomez, vice president
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Moderator John Carr, director of the
Initiative on Catholic Social Thought at
Georgetown, asked the audience to “check
your impulses” at the door as far as trying
to decide which panelists were “conserva-
tive” or “liberal.”

He asked the speakers what they see as
“the major cause or cost of polarization” in
the country and how the principles of
Catholic social thought could help everyone
work for the common good.

“The fear of the other has poisoned our
souls. ... We’ve allowed it to divide us,” said
Sister Maya, who noted that as an immi-
grant herself, from Mexico, she brings “a
migrant’s view to this conversation.”

She grew up with a deep fascination of
the American idea that all people are cre-
ated equal, that life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness are human rights that cannot

BY JULIE ASHER
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“My favorite part of the job is going into
the parishes and meeting with the people,”
said Shawna Hanson, recently appointed di-
rector of the Office of Stewardship. “You get
to know so many wonderful people and see
the good things they are doing. It’s a great
grace to see how hard they work and how
much they love Jesus.” 

Effective July 1, the combined Offices of
Vocations and Stewardship will be separated,
with Fr. Mark McCormick retaining the Vo-
cation Director duties, and his administrative
assistant, Hanson, becoming the Director of
Stewardship. “My role is to be of service to
the churches,” said Hanson.

The Diocese of Rapid City is currently
advertising for an assistant to work with both
offices. (See page 6).

Hanson has worked in the Vocations and
Stewardship Office for the past three years.
She is a graduate of the University of
Wyoming, Laramie, Wyo., with a degree in
personnel administration (human resources).
Her prior work has included a number of

part-time positions. In addition to working
in personnel administration, she has done
bookkeeping for homebased businesses,
medical billing and tutoring of students in
reading and spelling. She also ran a child
care business. “Most of my energy and my
primary focus have been on my family,” she
said.  

During her work in the Stewardship Of-
fice she has assisted with the Summit, an an-
nual workshop to inspire people in applying
the stewardship ideals to all aspects of their
lives so it becomes “a Catholic Way of Life.” 

The second part of the department’s
agenda according to Hanson is a component
of Bishop Robert Gruss’ Diocesan Priority
Plan, Through Him, With Him and In Him. It
calls for identifying Stewardship Parishes.
To do that the Stewardship Office members
assembled a group of parishioners from
urban and rural churches to define “Charac-
teristics of a Stewardship Parish.” The ideas
became a booklet which outlines the attrib-
utes of a Stewardship Parish as well as self-
assessment tools for parishes to use to help

ascertain their strengths and weaknesses in
the area of stewardship. Churches are en-
livened beginning with the first phase —
Foundational Parishes. “It means looking
through our three lenses of stewardship —
Hospitality, Faith and Discipleship,” she
said. 

Currently, Our Lady of the Black Hills
Church, Piedmont, has been designated a
Foundational Parish. It is now working
through the second phase, looking at Gen-
erous Hospitality. Council members are
finding their strengths in this area and the
ways they would like to grow. St. Patrick
Church, Lead, and St. Ambrose Church,
Deadwood, as well as St. John Church, Ft.
Pierre, are close to becoming Foundational
Parishes and three others are looking in to
it. 

Foundational Parishes have active 
Finance, Pastoral and Stewardship Councils.
They have clear mission and vision state-
ments with goals for all areas of parish life;
and they have an up-to-date census. These
parishes follow the norms outlined by the

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM

New director continues ‘creating a culture of stewardship’
diocese for financial record keeping and re-
porting. They have effective means of com-
munication and parishioners take
responsibility for parish programs.

Once Parish Finance and Stewardship
Councils review the assessments and deter-
mine their church’s strengths and weakness,
they talk to the Diocesan Stewardship Of-
fice staff. “We help them set goals,” she said. 

At the diocesan-wide level, “our next step
will be going deeper into the three lenses.
This is not a program you go through, get
your degree and move on,” she said. “If you
listened to the speakers at last year’s Summit,
Chris Stewart and Tony Brandt, their lives
are peppered with stewardship — it’s the
lens they look at life through, raise their
children by, do their work, and interact with
the church. Its everything.”

She will be continuing the goal of creat-
ing a culture of stewardship. “It’s a long jour-
ney to develop that,” said Hanson. In June
the office sponsored “Ambassadors for
Christ, A Stewardship Leadership Train-
ing.”

When you 
mention this ad.
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The Diocese of Rapid City is accepting applications for the part-time (30 hours per week)
position of Administrative Assistant for the Office of Vocations and the Office of Steward-
ship. The position requires occasional evening and weekend work.
FUNCTIONS: The qualified candidate will provide administrative support for the Director
of Vocations and the Director of Stewardship.
QUALIFICATIONS: Practicing Catholic with a heart for ministry and love of the Church; High
School Diploma, some post-secondary education preferred. Requires excellent organiza-
tional skills and the ability to manage multiple projects simultaneously, good time man-
agement skills, excellent proof reading and communication skills. Generous Hospitality,
competency with Microsoft Office, the desire and ability to collaborate and be self-
directed. High degree of confidentiality.
APPLICATION PROCESS
Job descriptions and a diocesan application form can be found on the website by 
clicking on the employment icon at https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/

Interested individuals should submit via e-mail or regular mail, a letter of application
along with their resume listing three professional references and a completed application
form to: email: msimonson@diorc.org
or by mail: Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City, 606 Cathedral Drive
Rapid City SD 57701
The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits package.

Diocese of Rapid City Employment Opportunity

WEST RIVERatholicC
As of June 4, 2018

the diocesan newspaper has received  
$18,350 in the 

Voluntary Subscription Drive

for the generous 
support given to the 

New Employees
Carole Brown has been named the Director of the Sioux 

Spiritual Center, Howes. She began work May 14. Brown has a
Masters Degree in Theology and Christian Ministry with 
Catechetics Specialization from Franciscan University of
Steubenville, Steubenville, Ohio, and a higher diploma in 
Christian Spirituality and a Ph.D. in Systematic Theology from
Milltown Institute from National University of Ireland. She has

more than 30 years experience in various
forms of ministry including youth and young
adult ministry, campus ministry, and spiritual direction.

Kassandra Jolley joined the chancery staff in May as the 
Benefits Coordinator/Finance Assistant. She holds a degree in
business management from University of
South Dakota. Jolley has worked for the
Rapid City Catholic School System and 
volunteered for the We Walk by Faith
campaign. Her office is located at the main

Chancery. She and her husband Chris are members of 
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.

Terri Patterson started work as an Accounting Clerk/File Clerk
June 1. Her office is located at the main Chancey. She is a 
member of Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City. 

Carole, Brown

Terri Patterson

Kassandra Jolley

Ordained for Sioux Falls Diocese
Fr. Patrick Grode was ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of Sioux Falls, May 25. His
parents, William and Jean Grode are members of the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. The newly ordained priest, gives his first blessing to Bishop Paul J. Swain, near the
conclusion to the liturgy of ordination at Cathedral of Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls. (Photo by
Michael G. Brown Photography, Sioux Falls)
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June 29, Friday
sDeadline for submissions. 

Paper mailed Tuesday, July17.
)605-343-3541

8lhallstrom@diorc.org
8bberreth@diorc.org
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June 24, Sunday

sTotus Tuus Girls: An opportunity to
reflect on God’s call with religious sisters
and priests. Includes hiking, campfires,
swimming, games, Mass, adoration, and
more. Held at Terra Sancta. Discipleship
camp, for girls who have completed grades
9-12 ends June 29. Grades 6-8, June 26-29.
8www.gods-call.org for registration forms.
)Craig Dyke 605-716-5214 or
8cdyke@diorc.org.

July 6, Friday
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First

Friday prayers and devotions 6 p.m. in the
Sacred Heart Chapel, Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help. First Saturday, July
7, begins with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed
by 8 a.m. Mass and exposition in Our
Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral. )Dr. Kopriva
605-343-6202.

July 9, Monday
sSilent Directed Retreat: Includes time

for adoration, confession, rosary, Mass and
quiet. Led by Father Mark McCormick.
Begins after 5:30 p.m. Mass and concludes
Thursday, July 12 after lunch. Monastic
room $225, family style $345 — cost in-
cludes food, lodging, and spiritual direction.
Sponsored by the Offices of Faith Forma-
tion and Family Life Ministries. 
8www.terrasancta.org to register. )Amy
605-716-5214 for information. 

July 15, Sunday
sTotus Tuus Boys: An opportunity to re-

flect on God’s call with seminarians and
priests. Includes hiking, campfires, swim-
ming, games, Mass, adoration, and more.
held at Terra Sancta. Discipleship camp, for
boys who have completed grades 9-12 ends
July 20. Grades 6-8, July 17-20.
8www.gods-call.org for registration forms.
)Craig Dyke 605-716-5214 or
8cdyke@diorc.org.

July 21, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. Held
at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City, from 9 a.m.-noon. Pre-
registration required. )Amy 605-716-5214
or 8ajulian@diorc.org.

July 27, Friday
sHeart to Heart Weekend for the 

Engaged: For engaged couples to deepen
their relationship with each other and God
by exploring the Catholic church’s vision of
marriage. Required for couples doing mar-
riage prep in the diocese. Ends July 30.
8terrasancta.org/heart2heart.

July 29, Sunday
sVerso d’Alto: Join Father Mark Mc-

Cormick and seminarians on this Rocky
Mountain expedition. Includes white water
rafting, hiking a 14,000 ft. peak, camping,
Mass, confession, adoration, Liturgy of the
Hours and rosary. Open to young men 16
and older. Cost $350. Registration deadline
July 15. 8www.gods-call.org or )Shawna
Hanson 716-5214. 



At the end of May,
the Office of Vocations
was busy preparing for
another summer of Duc
In Altum — “put out
into the deep” (Lk 5:4).
We trained two teams
of four and one team of
five young adults, send-
ing them out as mis-
sionary disciples, to
crisscross the diocese
evangelizing and cate-
chizing our children,
youth and families in
the tradition, beauty
and the richness of our
Catholic faith.

The teams will focus
on the Apostles Creed
and Luminous Myster-

ies of the Rosary this year. In addition to
giving them information on the topics they
will teach, we spent time with our young
adults cultivating their interior life through
the heart of St. Ignatius Loyola by teaching
and accompanying them in some of his
prayer practices; meditation and contem-
plation of the Scriptures and the Examen
prayer.

The Examen is a method of prayer that
Ignatius of Loyola taught in his “Spiritual
Exercises.” It is a method of prayerful re-
flection on the events of one’s day in order
to take notice of God’s presence and how
one responded in generosity or held back
on the movements of the Lord in one’s
heart throughout the day. This prayer also
offers us the opportunity to look at those
choices one has made that are not of God.

There are a number of adaptions to the
way one prays the Examen prayer, but tra-
ditionally there are five steps. In Father

8  WRC June  2018A Catholic Way of Life

Fr. Mark 
McCormick

Director 
Office of

Stewardship and 
Vocations

MMcCormick
@diorc.org

Prayer focuses on gratitude of individuals, families
Timothy Gallagher’s book, “The Examen
Prayer: Ignatian Wisdom for our Lives
Today,” he gives this outline as a guide in
praying the Examen:

Transition: I become aware of the love

with which God looks upon me as I begin
this Examen.

Step One: Gratitude. I note the gifts
that God’s love has given me this day, and I
give thanks to God for them.

Step Two: Petition. I ask God for an in-
sight and a strength that will make this Ex-
amen the work of grace, fruitful beyond my
human capacity alone.

Step Three: Review. With my God, I re-
view the day. I look for the stirrings in my
heart and the thoughts that God has given
me this day. I look also at those that have
not been of God. I review my choices in re-
sponse to both, and throughout the day in
general.

Step Four: Forgiveness. I ask for the
healing touch of the forgiving God who,
with love and respect for me, removes my
heart’s burdens.

Step Five: Renewal. I look to the fol-
lowing day and, with God, plan concretely
how to live it in accord with God’s loving
desire for my life.

Transition: Aware of God’s presence
with me, I peacefully conclude my Examen.

In the Spiritual Exercises, St. Ignatius
teaches that the practice of the Examen be-
gins when the foundational desire of our

hearts is to “seek
and find the di-
vine will in the
disposition of our
lives” (Spiritual
Exercise, 1).
“The  root of the
practice of Exa-
men will always
be desire: a desire
that is an aware-
ness of the im-
mense love of the

God who is ever
close to us, a desire enkindled within us
when we wish to respond daily, moment by
moment, to God’s love, and the desire that
is, finally, a gift to be sought in humble and
trusting prayer to the God who promises
that searching hearts will find their desire.”
(Gallagher)

In Luke 11:9 we read, “So I say to you,
ask, and it will be given you; search, and you
will find; knock, and the door will be opened
for you.”

St. Ignatius says he becomes aware of the
love with which God looks upon him as he
begins the Examen. I love this part of the
prayer, in which we allow God the Father
not only to look upon us, but to gaze upon
us. 

I don’t even like to look at myself in the
mirror, however, this is not so with God.
God looks upon me with love. John of the
Cross says: “The look of God is love and
pouring out of gifts.” Ignatius says before
beginning the Examen prayer we should
pause for the time it takes to pray an Our

Father, allowing God to gaze upon us
(Spiritual Exercise, 75).

If you have never prayed the Examen, or
have been lukewarm in its practice, I en-
courage you to give it a try this week. It is
right in line with the lens of lively faith:
prayer, study, and formation in our steward-
ship initiative.  The Examen prayer also
roots our lives in gratitude, which is the
foundation of living Stewardship as a Way
of Life.

Father Gallagher shares that this prayer
can be prayed individually and together as
a family. He recounts how a father and
mother, with their four young children, pray
a family Examen together.

The mother describes it this way: “For
the last several years, my husband and I
have introduced Examen as part of our
evening meal with our four children (ages
13, 10, seven, and four). Using a very simple
adaptation of the Examen, we propose
these two questions: What have you been
most grateful for today? What have you
been least grateful for today?”

The mother goes on to say the sharing of
their responses to these two questions be-
come the material for their dinner table dis-
cussion. Each member is given a turn to
respond to the questions with other mem-
bers of the family listening respectively (on
this point we try!). In the end the mother
says, “It encourages us to listen to each
other, and at times to be challenged to listen
more than superficially. It helps our children
to learn to get in touch with their inner ex-
perience, and to learn to share that with
others.”

I would be curious to hear your experi-
ence in praying the Examen prayer — in-
dividually or with your family.

St. Ignatius, pray for us!

‘This prayer also
offers us the 

opportunity to look
at those choices
one has made that
are not of God.’



A chapter in a re-
markable American
and Catholic life
closed on June 6,
when Abbot Thomas
Frerking, OSB, con-
cluded more than two
decades of service as
leader of the monastic
community at St.
Louis Abbey. His
story deserves to be
better known.

William Preston
Frerking was born
into a historically

Presbyterian family in St. Louis on July 29,
1944. Two years later he was struck by polio,
the childhood disease most dreaded by par-
ents before the Salk and Sabin vaccines. His
doctor, perhaps without knowing it, spoke
prophetically when he told the boy’s par-
ents, “He may be crippled in body, but don’t
cripple his mind.”

They didn’t. And as William Frerking
was completing an outstanding undergrad-
uate career at Harvard, he was encouraged
to apply for a Rhodes Scholarship. He so
impressed those conducting the preliminary
screening of Rhodes candidates that he
eventually found himself a finalist, just one
interview away from landing perhaps the
most coveted academic prize in the Anglos-
phere. There was a hitch, though. 

Cecil Rhodes wanted his scholars —
think Pete Dawkins and Bill Bradley — to
exemplify the ancient maxim, mens sana in
corpore sano (a sound mind in a sound
body). And thus far, none of the Rhodes’
judges had had the nerve to ask William
Frerking about his disability — unmistak-
able because of the braces with which he
walked and the crutches he sometimes
used. The issue could not be indefinitely
avoided, however. So at the conclusion of
the final interview, during which the can-
didate had wowed the Rhodes jury yet
again, one member of the selection com-
mittee asked, softly, “And about the athlet-
ics?” Missing nary a beat, young Mr.
Frerking answered, “I play a mean game of
bridge.” 

He got his Rhodes Scholarship.
The result, however, was not what he or

the Rhodes selection committee might have
imagined.
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Prayer Intentions of 
the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady
appears to the Medjugorje visionary
Marija to give us her message.

George 
Weigel

Senior fellow
Ethics and 
Public Policy
Center in 

Washington, D.C.

Grace under pressure
During his years at Trinity College in

Oxford, this young scholar in philosophy
experienced a profound religious conversion
through his encounter with the Oxford
Catholic chaplaincy. Received into the
Catholic Church in 1970, he completed his
formal education with two Oxford degrees:
an M.A. in theology and a D.Phil. in phi-
losophy, the latter earned with a dissertation
written under the guidance of the great
Elizabeth Anscombe. Then, during five
years of teaching at Notre Dame, William
Frerking began to hear a call to monastic
life. In 1979, he entered what was known in
those days as St. Louis Priory, eventually
taking the religious name “Thomas.” After
making final vows in 1984, he was ordained
a priest in 1986 and taught theology for
several years before becoming the abbey
school’s headmaster in 1992 and abbot of
the monastery in 1995. Because of the
long-term effects of his polio, he has led his
brother-Benedictines from a motorized
wheelchair for the past several years. 

His retirement coincides with the forti-
eth anniversary of Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s
1978 commencement address at Abbot
Thomas’s undergraduate alma mater, Har-
vard. In what was perhaps his most contro-
versial public statement, the great Russian
chronicler of the evils of the communist
system, speaking “as a friend, not an adver-
sary,” nonetheless criticized the West for
what he described as its “loss of will power,”
“psychological weakness,” and “spiritual ex-
haustion.” Of the many extraordinary peo-
ple it has been my privilege to know, few

have offered as profound a contrast to that
critique as Abbot Thomas Frerking. 

For me, as for many others, he has been
a model of determination, strength, and
spiritual depth. In a culture that Solzhenit-
syn rightly criticized for its obsession with
“unlimited freedom in the choice of pleas-
ures,” Abbot Thomas has lived a vocation of
self-giving and self-denial, gently summon-
ing the students he taught, their parents,
and the monks who kept re-electing him
their superior to a nobler understanding of
freedom as a matter of choosing the good,

freely. That achievement was not only the
expression of a keen mind honed by con-
tact with the brilliance of Elizabeth
Anscombe; above all, it was the expression
of a soul nourished daily by the Eucharist
he celebrated and the Divine Office he
prayed in community. 

Abbot Thomas, as I’ll now call him for
the last time, embodies Hemingway’s defi-
nition of courage as “grace under pressure.”
In his case, the grace is supernatural in ori-
gin, and its effect has been the sanctifica-
tion of others.

Weapons of mass
distraction

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — From the moment
of his election, Pope Francis’ down-to-earth
take on communicating the Gospel has led to
countless front-page headlines either praising
or criticizing him.

But his disarming and sometimes even
blunt style also has meant he has become a
popular target of “fake news.” In fact, there is
enough of it out there to fill a book.

An investigative journalist for the Italian
Catholic newspaper Avvenire, Nello Scavo ran
across countless stories about and doctored
photos of the pope while conducting research
‘for his book, “Francis’ Enemies.”

He compiled the most popular fake news
stories — and debunks them — in his new
book, “Fake Pope: The False News about
Pope Francis.” (CNS photo/courtesy of 
publisher San Paolo)

JULY 
Evangelization: Priests and
their Pastoral Ministry 
That priests, who experience 
fatigue and loneliness in their
pastoral work, may find help
and comfort in their intimacy
with the Lord and in their
friendship with their brother
priests. 

“Dear Children! In this peaceless time, I
am calling you to have more trust in God
who is your Father in Heaven and who has
sent me to lead you to Him. You, open your
hearts to the gifts which He desires to give
you and, in the silence of your heart, Adore
my Son Jesus who has given His life so
that you may live in eternity — where He
desires to lead you. May your hope be the
joy of a meeting with the Most High in
every day life. Therefore, I am calling you:
do not neglect prayer because prayer
works miracles. Thank you for having re-
sponded to my call.” 5/25/18



Recently a student
I’d taught decades ago
made this comment to
me: “It’s been more
than twenty years since
I took your class and
I’ve forgotten most
everything you taught.
What I do remember
from your class is that
we’re supposed to al-
ways try not to make
God look stupid.”  

I hope that’s true. I
hope that’s something
people take away from
my lectures and writ-
ings because I believe
that the first task of

any Christian apologetics is to rescue God
from stupidity, arbitrariness, narrowness,
legalism, rigidity, tribalism, and every-
thing else that’s bad but gets associated
with God. A healthy theology of God must
underwrite all our apologetics and pastoral
practices. Anything we do in the name of
God should reflect God.
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President 
Oblate School of
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San Antonio, TX
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Mercy, truth, and pastoral practice
It’s no accident that atheism, anti-cler-

icalism, and the many diatribes leveled
against the church and religion today can
always point to some bad theology or
church practice on which to base their
skepticism and anger. Atheism is always a
parasite, feeding off bad religion. So too is
much of the negativity towards the
churches which is so common today. An
anti-church attitude feeds on bad religion
and so we who believe in God and church
should be examining ourselves
more than defending our-
selves. 

Moreover, more im-
portant than the criticism of
atheists are the many people
who have been hurt by their
churches. A huge number of
persons today no longer go to church or
have a very strained relationship to their
churches because what they’ve met in their
churches doesn’t speak well of God.

I say this in sympathy. It’s not easy to do
God adequately, let alone well. But we must
try, and so all of our sacramental and pas-
toral practices need to reflect a healthy the-

ology of God, that is, reflect the God whom
Jesus incarnated and revealed. What did
Jesus reveal about God? 

First, that God has no favorites and
that there must be full equality among
races, among rich and poor, among slave
and free, and among male and female. No
one person, race, gender, or nation is more
favored than others by God. Nobody is first.
All are privileged.

Next, Jesus taught that God is espe-
cially compassionate and under-

standing towards the weak and
towards sinners. Jesus scandal-

ized his religious contempo-
raries by sitting down with
public sinners without first
asking them to repent. He

welcomed everyone in ways that often
offended the religious propriety of the time
and he sometimes went against the reli-
gious sensitivity of his contemporaries, as
we see from his conversation with the
Samaritan woman or when he grants a
healing to the daughter of a Syro-Phoeni-
cian woman. Moreover, he asks us to be
compassionate in that same way and imme-
diately spells out what that means by telling
us that God loves sinners and saints in ex-
actly the same way.  God does not have
preferential love for the virtuous.

Shocking to us too is the fact that Jesus
never defends himself when attacked.
Moreover, he is critical of those who, what-
ever their sincerity, try to block access to
him. He surrenders himself to die rather
than defend himself. He never meets hatred
with hatred and dies loving and forgiving
those who are killing him.

Jesus is also clear that it’s not necessar-
ily those who explicitly profess God and
religion who are his true followers, but
rather those, irrespective of their explicit

faith or church practice, who do the will of
God on earth.

Finally, and centrally, Jesus is clear that
his message is, first of all, good news for the
poor, that any preaching in his name that
isn’t good news for the poor is not his
gospel.

We need to keep these things in mind
even as we recognize the validity and im-
portance of the ongoing debates among and
within our churches about whom and what
makes for true discipleship and true sacra-
ment. It is important to ask what makes for
a true sacrament and what conditions make
for a valid and licit minister of a sacrament.
It is important, too, to ask who should be
admitted to the Eucharist and it is impor-
tant to set forth certain norms be followed
in preparation for baptism, Eucharist, and
marriage.

Difficult pastoral questions arise around
these issues, among other issues, and this is
not suggesting that they should always be
resolved in a way that most immediately
and simplistically reflects God’s universal
will for salvation and God’s infinite under-
standing and mercy. Admittedly, some-
times the long-term benefit of living a
hard truth can override the short-range
need to more quickly take away the pain
and the heartache. But, even so, a theology
of God that reflects the compassion and
mercy of God should always be reflected in
every pastoral decision we make. Otherwise
we make God look stupid — arbitrary,
tribal, cruel, and antithetical to church prac-
tice.

Marilynne Robinson says Christianity is
too great a narrative to be underwritten by
any lesser tale and that should forbid in par-
ticular its being subordinated to narrowness,
legalism, and lack of compassion.
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The Catholic church in McIntosh
began as a mission of the Lemmon
parish in 1908. Parish records show the
first Masses were said December 22,
1908, and December 15, 1909.  Masses
were held in the courthouse or other
available buildings. Baptisms were
done in family homes. 

In 1911, the parish was served by
the Benedictine priests and attended
by Ft. Yates, N.D, with a mission at
McLaughlin and other Indian mis-
sions of the Dakotas. The first diocesan
priest was assigned to the area in 1916. 

The Benedictines purchased land for a
church and a home at the end of the block
was bought for a rectory. The lots between
the home and parish were gifted to the
church by a parishioner. Around this time,
land for the cemetery
was donated. 

Construction began
on the orignal St.
Bonaventure Church
in the spring of 1918
and was completed
that summer. The final
debt of $1,556.87, was
paid in 1924. The first
resident pastor was
also assigned to the
church that year. 

From 1930-1943 many improvements
were made to the church and a home was
purchased and moved across the street for
the rectory. 

In 1962, Frank Lang, a long-time

parishioner, was the first to put a shovel into
the ground for the new church. Lang, a
trustee in 1918, participated in ground-
breaking of the original parish 45 years
prior and was one of six surviving charter
members of the parish. 

The first services were held
in the new building, March 3,
1963. The church, described as
the, “the most beautiful
Catholic church in western
South Dakota,” in the Lemmon
Leader was “dedicated with im-
pressive ceremonies Sunday
( July 14). Hundreds of parish-
ioners and friends attended.”  

In a parish history, written
by Teresa Glines, the new
church was described as 40 x 70

feet with two wings at the rear for a “winter
chapel and sacristy. The old church was not
deserted in the new building plans, for the
stained-glass windows were incorporated
into the new building and the bell now rests

on the grounds of the new church.”
In the years following Vatican II, a 

renovation project was completed which 
included the addition of a smaller chapel for
daily Mass. 

A Catechetical Center was built in 1970.
The building housed the living quarters for
the parish priests and classrooms for 
religious education and church activities.
The old rectory was sold and moved to 
another part of town. 

According to a West River Catholic
article, remodeling the interior of the parish
was discussed as early as 1988 and again in
1994. In 2000, a parish-wide appeal was
launched to help pay for the renovations
and after a grant from the Extension Soci-
ety work began on the church. The building
was made handicap accessible, a gathering
area was added, and the sanctuary was
opened up allowing for all the stained glass
windows to be viewed. The church rededi-
cated on November 4, 2001.

St. Bonaventure,
McIntosh 

100th Celebration

Sunday
July15, 2018

10:30 a.m. Mass 
followed by potluck
lunch. Please bring a

salad or dessert.

McIntosh parishioners to celebrate 100 years of parish life

Space station crew 
members give pope 
custom-made blue flight suit
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — If Pope Francis ever
plans an apostolic trip to space, he’s all set
after receiving a custom-made blue flight
suit with patches of the Argentine flag, his
papal coat of arms and a pair of angel wings
with his crew name, Jorge M. Bergoglio. The
outfit also came with add-on white mantle,
or short cape, just so there would be no mis-
taking he was still the pope. The gifts were
presented to the pope June 8 by Italian as-
tronaut Paolo Nespoli and four other astro-
nauts, who returned from the International
Space Station in two groups, one in Decem-
ber and one in February. The delegation
from the Expedition 53 Mission also in-
cluded Commander Randy Bresnik from Fort
Knox, Kentucky; Joe Acaba from Inglewood,
California; Mark Vande Hei from Falls
Church, Virginia; Sergey Ryazanskiy from
Moscow; and some of their family members.
In October the pope spoke via a live link to
the astronauts on the space station. (CNS
photo/Vatican Media) 
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“I guarantee adoration will change your
life,” Bishop Robert Gruss said. “Spend
time in silence with Jesus.”

“The bishop is right,” said Steve Kirsch,
a 59-year-old semi-retired educator and
cathedral parishioner. “I gave up an hour a
week of mindless TV and in return I gained
a wonderfully enriching weekly experience
spending a quiet hour in the presence of our
Lord. What a blessing it has been.” 

Four years ago Perpetual Adoration
started in the diocese at Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help in Rapid City.
Then-pastor, Father Michel Mulloy, en-
couraged by Bishop Gruss and World
Youth Day pilgrims, prepared for Perpetual
Adoration by offering catechesis to parish-
ioners and offering 24-hour Adoration dur-
ing weeks of Advent and Lent leading up
to the beginning of this devotion. The first
day of Perpetual Adoration in Our Lady’s
Chapel began April 21, 2014. 

Currently, more than 350 individuals
cover 489 hours of Adoration. “Of course,
there is always room for more,” said Hugh
Brechtel, Chair of the Adoration Commit-
tee. “Our youngest weekly adorer is a 6th
grader and our oldest is in his upper 90s.
We have Catholics and non-Catholics —
everyone is welcome.”

Although Perpetual Adoration is held at
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
it is not exclusive to that parish. Adorers
come from all of the surrounding parishes
and communities. In fact, without their
commitment, Perpetual Adoration would
not be possible. 

Individuals may stop in to the chapel any
time to spend a few minutes with our Lord,
but it is those who commit to weekly Ado-
ration who make Perpetual Adoration pos-
sible. It is required by church guidelines
that, at a minimum, two people commit to
each hour although cathedral is aiming to
have three per hour. More people are
needed to commit to fill the available time
slots. 

It is easy to sign up. An app is available
on phones or personal devices. An iPad is
available in the Our Lady’s Chapel alcove.
Also, individuals may use their personal
computer to access the Cathedral website.

Additionally, the staff at Cathedral is al-
ways willing to help someone commit to
an hour. This can be done in person, on
the phone, or via email.

“That hour is a highlight of my week.
The past four years of adoration have
deepened my relationship with Jesus,”
Kirsch continued. “I've been the recipient
of an abundance of God’s graces through
this experience and it has led to a signifi-
cant growth in my faith and my involve-
ment in the parish. Wasn’t sure what I
was getting into when I started Adoration
but now I can’t imagine ever giving it up.”

In early 2017, prior to being named
Bishop of Cheyenne, Father Steven
Biegler named an Adoration Committee.
After writing a charter, they have worked
on improving communication, providing
opportunities to sign-up, researching and
instituting Adoration Pro, and offering
formation classes. They are open to sug-
gestions for helping people understand
and benefit from Perpetual Adoration.
Not only do they want individuals and
families to sign up for a weekly commit-
ment at Cathedral, they also want to pro-
mote and encourage them to pray during
Adoration at their own parishes.

In the silence of Adoration, those who
pray can open their hearts to God and lis-
ten in love. Individuals may bring their
own prayer materials to use, such as jour-
nals, Liturgy of the Hours, and rosaries.
Prayer materials available in the chapel
include Bibles, the Catechism, “How to
Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet,” books,
pamphlets, and prayer cards. On the 15th
of each month, Adorers are encouraged to
pray specifically for vocations. 

Just as the saints and faithful Catholics
have grown in their love for Jesus through
Adoration over the centuries, present day
pilgrims seek and find the truth in con-
templating Jesus in the most holy Eu-
charist.

Fr. Brian Christensen, pastor at the
cathedral, said, “In the Psalms, God says:
“Be still and know that I am God.” In our
busy world — with our hectic lives — the
intimate silence of Adoration allows us to
discover the loving presence of our Lord.
Here, in quiet stillness of adoration, God
touches our hearts. He is truly with is!”

There’s  always room for more Cathedral 
perpetual adorers — including you What is Perpetual Adoration or Exposition? 

It is Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, which is exposed
in a monstrance, as permitted by the local bishop. Perpetual
means all hours of the day, each day of the year as permitted
by liturgical norms. (USCCB Holy Communion and Worship of
the Eucharist outside Mass) 

Why is Eucharistic Adoration Important? 
“Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament flows from the sac-

rifice of the Mass and serves to deepen our hunger for Com-
munion with Christ and the rest of the church. The rite
concludes with the ordained minister blessing the faithful
with the Blessed Sacrament.” (www.usccb.org)

BY GAIL WINGERT



Religious freedom
is as American as
apple pie and base-
ball. My wife makes
the world’s best apple
pie, and I love to root
for the home team.
However, if we could
only keep just one of
these, the decision
wouldn’t be hard.
Without religious
freedom, the land of
the brave wouldn’t
exist. 

With the ap-
proach of Religious
Freedom Week from
June 22 to June 29,

it’s a good opportunity
to think about religious freedom and how
we can best live it.

In America, Religious Freedom is some-
times called our “first freedom” because it’s
literally the first right listed in the Bill of
Rights. It’s the most important, so it’s at the
top of the list.

Religious Freedom, the church teaches,
means “that no one is to be forced to act in
a manner contrary to his own beliefs.”  It
exists because all people are “impelled by
nature and also bound by a moral obliga-
tion to seek the truth, especially religious
truth.” Furthermore, “They are also bound
to adhere to the truth, once it is known, and
to order their whole lives in accord with the
demands of truth” (Dignitatis Humanae). 
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A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and 
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young
people. To report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact
the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality
in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418
(cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information will
be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report
alleged abuse to civil authorities.

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct 
involving children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or 
volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are

posted on the diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

Christopher
Motz

Executive 
Director South

Dakota Catholic 
Conference

cmotz@
sdcatholic

conference.org

Consequently, “the condition of the
commonwealth (i.e., the country) depends
on the religion with which God is wor-
shipped (Immortale Dei).” George Washing-
ton similarly remarked, “Of all the
dispositions and habits which lead to polit-
ical prosperity, morality and religion are in-
dispensable supports.” Yet, using our
religious freedom poorly risks “the liberty
of self-ruin,” as St. Augustine described the
harmful tendency of ill-directed freedom. A
nation full of “self-ruin” is a ruined nation.

The healthy exercise of religion is essen-
tial for the health of the nation. What
might the proper exercise of religious free-
dom look like? 

Eucharistic worship is a transforming
encounter with the Lord that changes
everything about us. It changes our family
life, our work, the books we read and the
shows we watch, what we buy and when we
shop, and how we think about societal is-
sues. We love our enemies.  The beatitudes

move us. We propose the truth, especially
those truths that most need an honest hear-
ing in our day. We are not afraid, even in the
midst of the world’s turmoil, because we are
possessed by Easter joy. This short list could
be anyone’s. Any Catholic with a well-
formed conscience can pick up the Gospels
and a catechism, or the Lives of the Saints,
and write his or her own list. 

Religious Freedom Week begins on June

22, the feast day of St. John Fisher and St.
Thomas More. It’s the day that Bishop
Fisher, an astute theologian and attentive
pastor, was killed by King Henry VIII in
1535; Sir Thomas, who had been the King’s
chief counsellor, followed him to the execu-
tioner’s scaffold two weeks later. Both men
angered King Henry VIII for insisting that
marriage is life-long. As Bishop Fisher was
led to his death he glorified God with the
Te Deum (hymn of joy) and prayed for his
king. St. Thomas More’s last words were, “I
am the King’s good servant, but God’s first.”

They offer proof that our faith deepens
and purifies the love of country. The sanctity
of these men is evident in their martyrdom,
but their deaths were prepared by entire
lives of work devoted to God and neighbor.
They were only able to die as they did be-
cause they first lived as they did.

Our nation needs us to be fully alive in
our faith. May we be America’s good ser-
vants, and Christ’s first.

Easter joy.

Iowa Mosque
Father Alan Dietzenbach listens to Adib
Kassas, acting imam at the mosque in
Dubuque, Iowa, speak about Arabic 
calligraphy and the decoration around the
arch recently. The artwork was a gift from
Catholic parishes in Dubuque to the center
as a sign of friendship. 
(CNS photo/Dan Russo, The Witness)

‘Without religious freedom, the land of the brave wouldn’t exist’



Deacon Larry and Elke 
Kopriva

Ordained June 27, 2009
By Bishop Blase Cupich
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Deacon Craig and Margie
Pearson

Ordained March 31, 2016
By Bishop Robert Gruss

Assigned to: St. Anthony of
Padua, Hot Springs

Duties:RCIA, Adult Bible Study,
Homebound, State VA home, 
Funerals and Funeral Planning, 
variety of Liturgical Services

Ministry Highlight:
Praying with people and their
families when death is near

Work: Retired

50th Anniversary of U. S. 
Permanent Diaconate

One of the great legacies of the Second Vatican Council was its renewal and encouragement
of the order of deacons throughout the entire Catholic Church. 

Following the closing of the Second Vatican Council, Pope
Paul VI formally implemented the renewal of the diaconate.
Since the Second Vatican Council consigned the decision of the
restoration of the diaconate to individual episcopal conferences,
the bishops of the United States voted in the spring of 1968 to
petition the Holy See for authorization. On August 30, 1968, the
Apostolic Delegate informed the United States bishops that Pope
Paul VI had agreed to their request. To commemorate this 
anniversary the West River Catholic will feature active deacons
monthly throughout the year. 

Assigned to: Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City

Duties: RCIA, Bible Study, 
Chaplain for Knights of Columbus,
Parish Council, Pastoral Council,
Retreat Work, Wakes/Funerals,

Cursillo, Confirmation, 
spiritual direction

Favorite Quote:
“Seek Him before all things.”

Work: Physical Therapist

Sr. Connie Schmidt, SSND, has served
on the Pine Ridge Reservation for 21 years,
filling a number of positions, including
classroom teacher, pastoral worker in
Oglala, and as the assistant for evangeliza-
tion and formation. In the latter position,
she has led adult faith formation, including
co-facilitating Lay Ministry classes. She has
trained catechists, eucharistic ministers and
Wake team members, who lead the rosary
at wakes. Her religious order, the School
Sisters of Notre Dame, has its Province
Headquarters in St. Louis, Mo. 

Sr. Connie flies to Rome July 10 and will
start Italian language classes. She begins her
new job Aug 13, where she will be working
at her religious order’s General Headquar-
ters as the administrative assistant to Gen-
eral Superior Roxanne Schares. Sr. Roxanne
has been serving in Africa. The headquar-
ters serves provinces around the world,
overseeing 2,500 sisters in 30 countries.

Sr. Connie can be reached by email at
cschmidt@roma.org

Or by postal mail at:

Sr. Connie Schmidt, SSND
Generalate of the School Sisters of

Notre Dame
Via Della Stazione Aurelia 95

00165 Roma, Italia 

Sister Connie headed for Rome

(Photo by Lisa Swallow)



because they have given
themselves irrevocably to
each other in marriage,
have established each
other as irreplaceable,
non-substitutable, non-
disposable persons and by
doing so have capaci-
tated themselves to do
things that non-married
individuals simply can-
not do, among them to
‘give’ themselves to one
another in the act proper
and exclusive to spouses
— the marital act —
and to receive the gift of
life.

Through the endur-
ing commitment of
marital consent, a man
and a woman establish
the foundation for personal sexual consent.
In the absence of that larger marital com-
mitment, all other consents, even with le-
galized authorization or electronic
notarization, ring hollow.
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Fr. Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,

Ph.D.
Director of
Education 
The National

Catholic
Bioethics 
Center, 

Philadelphia. 
www.ncb
center.org

Website: www.wsdcf.org

Recent news articles exploring the post-
#MeToo world of romance have noted the
phenomenon of cell phone “consent apps,”
allowing millennials to sign digital contracts
before they have sex with their peers, some-
times strangers they have just met. Many of
these apps are being refined to include a
panic button that can be pressed at any time
to withdraw any consent given. Lawyers re-
viewing the practice, as might be antici-
pated, have urged caution, noting that
consent apps are not able to provide defin-
itive proof of consent, because feelings may
“change throughout an evening, and even in
the moments before an act.”

When we look at modern views about
sex, it’s not a stretch to sum them up this
way: as long as two consenting adults are
involved, the bases are covered. When it
comes to “sex in the moment,” consent is
touted as key, allowing for almost all mutu-
ally-agreed upon behaviors or practices.

Yet this approach to sex is fundamentally
flawed, and it’s often the woman who is the
first to notice. Even when consenting un-
married couples scrupulously use contra-
ception, there remains an awareness,
particularly on the part of the woman, that
a pregnancy could follow, and a concern
about who will be left holding the bag if
that were to happen. Sex between men and
women involves real asymmetries and vul-
nerabilities, with men oftentimes being, in
the words of sociologist Mark Regnerus,
“less discriminating” in their sex drives than
women, eager to forge ahead as long as
there appears to be some semblance of con-

sent. Women often sense, rightly, that con-
sent for a particular sexual act ought to be
part of something bigger, a wider scope of
commitment. 

Consenting to sex, of course, signifies the
surrendering of our self to another. Sex ul-
timately speaks of giving our self, and re-
ceiving another, in a total, rather than a
fragmentary way. This is part of the reason
why this unique human activity holds a
perennial fascination for us; it goes far be-
yond other forms of communication, ex-
change, and bonding. To give our self fully
to another, and to receive that person fully,
forms a bond with them that extends be-
yond the morning dawn. Human sexual
union is not a mere joining of bodies, but is
preeminently a joining of human hearts. It
is, at its core, consenting to share one of the
deepest parts of our self with another. As
Dr. Angela Franks has perceptively noted: 

Sexuality is not simply a matter of some-
thing that I have, as though my body is an-
other possession just like my wallet or my
car. If, as Gabriel Marcel said, “I am my
body,” then sexuality has to do with my very
person, which has a deep value. To use the
language of Pope John Paul II, when a per-
son is reduced to being merely an object for
another’s desire, then the experience violates
the core of one’s sense of self.

In casual sexual encounters, the consent
we give each other may seem sincere and
genuine, expressing our desires within the
moment, but this kind of consent is largely
transactional and temporary. By consenting
to pre-marital or extra-marital sex, we de-

clare, in effect, that we are giving ourselves,
our bodies and our hearts to each other, al-
though in truth, our giving remains partial
and conditional, and we may be out the
door the next morning or the next month.
Our consent, limited and qualified as it is,
amounts to little more than an agreement
to use each other as long as it’s convenient,
and when the break up occurs, we are hurt,
because we thought we had something spe-
cial, even though we didn’t really want to
commit to anything special.

In the final analysis, human sexual activ-
ity calls for something much deeper and
more abiding than mere transactional con-
sent, namely, the irrevocable and permanent
consent of spouses. Professor William May
describes it this way: 

In and through his act of marital consent …
the man, forswearing all others, has given
himself irrevocably the identity of this partic-
ular woman’s husband, while the woman, in
and through her self-determining act of mari-
tal consent, has given herself irrevocably the
identity of this particular man’s wife, and to-
gether they have given themselves the identity
of spouses. … Husbands and wives, precisely

The consent we give each other may seem sincere



16  WRC June  2018Strengthening Family Ties

BY TRACY PALECEK, CSS
What an exciting time for The Prosper-

ity Initiative! We welcomed a new Program
Mentor, Lori Larson, who brings her ex-
tensive experience working with families
and her passion for helping those in need. 

Our Prosperity Coaches Network con-
tinues to thrive with over 230 members
representing more than 80 agencies in our
community. We recently added a group-
staffing component to our monthly coaches
meetings. This will allow us to help those
folks who need a bit more support before
entering our direct service program by
staffing their situations with the larger
group. 

Our mission to make our community
“Poverty Informed” has very been well re-
ceived, with our program averaging 2-3
presentations per month to schools, busi-
nesses, and community agencies. The heart
of our program is the stories of our coura-
geous clients who meet serious challenges
as they work to leave poverty behind. We
are so humbled by their determination and
their will to move forward with little or no
resources. 

One of these amazing people is James.
James has worked so hard toward his
dream of becoming an Emergency Medical

Technician. In his time in our program, he
has obtained his
GED, completed
EMT Boot Camp
and has completed
some college courses.
He now has a job in-
terview in the med-
ical field. I recently
accompanied James
to a local clothing
store to find and
purchase some
clothes for his in-
terview. 

We were helped by a store employee,
Don, who asked James what his shirt size
was. James replied, “I have never had a dress
shirt before.” Don did not miss a beat and
immediately went to work to help him find
the correct size and fit. He took his time to
carefully show him how to tie a necktie all
the while making conversation and putting
James at ease. When we were finished Don

shook James’ hand and said, “Well, you
probably know all you need to know to get
the job, you just have to go get it. Good
luck, young man!” Thank you to all the
“Dons” out there see the person behind the
struggle, who offer kind words and encour-
agement and take the time to meet people
where they are at. It means more than you
know.

TRACY PALECEK,
PROSPERITY INITIATIVE

PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Don helping James with his first dress shirt
and necktie. (Courtesy photo)

Thanks to the people who offer kind words of encouragement

The contribution totals are in —
Ash Wednesday Appeal $84,000 &
Palm Sunday Brunch Donations $131,000

Thank you for your generosity!
Susan Raposa, Board President
Jim Kinyon, Executive Director 
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CDA Court St. Rita busy this season
RAPID CITY — Taylor Middleton is the win-

ner of the 2018 Janet Lees Hubbeling Schol-
arship. The yearly college scholarship is
awarded by the Hubbeling family in memory
of their mother. Before she passed away in
2015, Hubbeling requested that her memo-
rial money be used as a scholarship for a
Catholic senior high school girl, who was very
involved in her church, school and commu-
nity. Because she was personally very active
in the Catholic Daughters, she asked that
they administer the award. 

Middleton is a 2018 graduate of Stevens
High School and plans to attend Benedictine
College in Atchison, Kansas in the fall. On
May 14, at St. Therese Church hall, Emma
Rene Malloy and Pat Petit were recognized for
60 years in the Catholic Daughters of the
Americas. Fifty-one members heard a short
talk by Pat in which she reminded them of the
early days of her membership. Also recog-

nized was Janet Propson, for 50 years of
membership. Propson now resides in Eagan,
Minnesota, and did not attend. The Catholic
Daughters decided to give a large Teddy Bear
to any CDA member who was in assisted liv-
ing or a nursing home. Each active member
was asked to bring a bear at least 15-18
inches tall to a meeting.
Then three or four mem-
bers visit the one in the
home and give her a
bear. “In the beginning
we visited 11 members,
then later three more. It
is a way to thank them
for their involvement in
the Daughters over the
years, and to let them
know we love them and they are remem-
bered,” said Florence Skinner. 

Pat Petit and Emma Rene Malloy
TAYLOR MIDDLETON

(Right) Sally Royball Colhoff, Florence 
Skinner, Lila Baskerville, Kathy Garness with

Mary Royball holding her Teddy Bear 
(Photos and text courtesy CDA)

BY SUPREME KNIGHT CARL A. ANDERSON

In 1980, I had the opportunity to speak
in Rome at a conference on the future of
the family in Europe and Africa, which was
sponsored by the Catholic University of the
Sacred Heart’s medical school.

During the meeting, a young African
mother introduced herself and her new
baby. She told us that her child’s name was
“Gift Francis” and that she chose that name
because when she was pregnant her parish
priest, who was a Franciscan missionary,
told her that her child was a gift from God.

I thought of Gift Francis last Advent
when Pope Francis lamented nations that
have entered a demographic winter because
they have “chosen sterility.” Pope Francis
contrasted this with the Christian’s way of
life that is open “to receive and give life.”

The pope’s words followed a recent study
published by Demographic Intelligence,
which reports that the U.S. birthrate has
fallen to a 30-year low of 1.77 children per
woman. The study predicts that the U.S.
birthrate will be at its lowest rate of growth
since the Great Depression years of 1936-
1937.

Numerous factors influence this negative
growth; we identified many during our con-
ference back in 1980. But now some experts
suggest there may be a new factor: a corre-

lation between the birth rate and increased
use of social media.

They say more time spent in virtual re-
ality has not only diminished real human
interaction but created a new hesitation to
commit to long-term relationships such as
marriage and especially to the responsibility
of raising children.

In an earlier column this year, I wrote
about the coming of a new crisis as devel-
opments in science in areas such as artificial
intelligence, robotics and genetics increas-
ingly blur our understanding of what it
means to be human and even to act in a
human way.  I wrote that, in this regard,
Pope Paul VI’s 1968 encyclical, Humanae
Vitae, was truly prophetic.

As we approach the 50th anniversary of
the encyclical, let us strive to recover its cen-
tral teaching, that “married love particularly
reveals its true nature and nobility when we
realize that it takes its origin from God,
who ‘is love,’” (8) and that “this love is above
all fully human”(9).

If we do not recover this understanding
of the “true nature and nobility” of married
love, many younger Catholics living in a
thoroughly secularized culture will find it
increasingly difficult — if not impossible —
to understand “human fulfillment” and
what it means to be “fully human.”

We need more Catholic couples to adopt
the attitude described by Pope Francis: a life

of such generosity and sacrifice that they are
willing “to receive and give life.”

This will require all of us to make greater
efforts to transmit the central teaching of
Humanae Vitae regarding the dignity and
mission of marriage. This is one of the great
pastoral challenges facing the church in our
time.

The Knights of Columbus is seeking to
strengthen Catholic families by helping
men and women understand their mission
as both spouses and parents in terms of a
“domestic church.”

We hope more Catholic families will ap-
preciate in their daily lives how, in the
words of Paul VI, “the marriage of those
who have been baptized … represents the
union of Christ and His Church” (8).

At times, this will require Catholic cou-
ples to act heroically. At times, all of us will
respond imperfectly. But this should only
make us more, not less, determined to ac-
company and assist each other in fulfilling
the noble mission given to our families. The
safeguarding of this mission has been en-
trusted, through Father McGivney’s fore-
sight, to our noble Order.

Vivat Jesus!

(This article appeared in the April 2018
issue of Columbia magazine and is reprinted
with permission of the Knights of Columbus,
New Haven, Conn.)

Separating abortion
from Title X funds
‘greatly needed’

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The
U.S. bishops’ pro-life chairman praised
the Trump administration’s move to re-
instate Reagan-era regulations banning
any family planning clinic that receives
Title X federal funds from making abor-
tion referrals or sharing space with abor-
tion providers. “The news that the
Trump administration will be issuing
new regulations to separate abortion
from the federal Title X family planning
program is greatly needed and deeply
appreciated,” New York Cardinal Tim-
othy M. Dolan said in a May 18 state-
ment. “Abortion always takes the life of
a child and often harms the mother, her
surviving children, and other family and
friends as well,” said the chairman of the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Committee on Pro-Life Activities.
Other U.S. pro-life leaders around the
country and several members of Con-
gress echoed his remarks, prompted by
the administration’s release of the “Pro-
tect Life Rule” through the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services.
After a period for public comment, the
proposal will become final. “For too
long, Title X has been used to subsidize
the abortion industry,” the cardinal said.

Humanae Vitae: To receive and give life



Where is God?
This seems to be a
question whenever
somebody is sick or
near death and we
get frustrated be-
cause there is noth-
ing we can do to
bring comfort or
healing to the per-
son. Sometimes we
tell God all the good
things the person
has done and all the
people who rely on
them. We barter
with God when all
else seems to be fail-

ing. “God, let this person live and I will
change my life, or go to church more fre-
quently.” And if the person should die we
blame God because he abandoned us in
our time of need. Sometimes we are angry
with God and blame him for what hap-
pened. For all eternity man has always
been in search of that which makes him
happy or solves his problems quickly and
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easily, so began the search for God.
In the Book of 1 Kings 19: 11-12, “He

said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain be-
fore the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by.’
Now there was a great wind, so strong that it
was splitting mountains and breaking rocks
in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was
not in the wind; and after the wind an
earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake, and after the earthquake a fire,
but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the
fire a sound of sheer silence. The Lord was in
the sheer silence.”

Sometimes we look for the big and
spectacular things to fill that emptiness
that we feel inside. All of us have a need
for God. We might not realize it but it is
there. As much as we try to fill the void
with material possessions or destructive
behaviors the void remains. We all have a
God shaped hole in our souls that can
only be filled by the One who calls us the
beloved. He searches for us

As I reminisce about my past, I can see
the hand of the Lord intervening in my
life. He seems to be there when I was hav-
ing a difficult time in my life. I see him

Where is God in times of our greatest needs?
when I was an eight year old boy and my
mother had to be in the hospital for sev-
eral months and how I was able to care for
myself. Again God in-
tervened when I was a
young man and I was
going down the road of
self-destruction with
drinking, carousing and
staying out all night.
One particular night
ended in a terrible car
accident. 

As I lay on the side
of the road bleeding
and cold, I pleaded
with God and told him
that I would change my
life if he allowed me to
live. I had no idea what
I was asking for, because
my whole life changed. He was calling me
to a life of service to others. Through the
help of the Lord I was able to quit drink-

ing and follow the path that he laid out
for me.

Where is God? I found that God is
everywhere, even in the si-
lence. He is present in the
good times and the not so
good times. He is present
to those who call upon his
name. He created us to be
his hands and to help our
neighbors. We are responsi-
ble for each other and we
are our brother’s keeper. If
we look back at our history
we are able to see God at
work in our lives. We see
he’s not only in heaven but
also here on earth, where
the pain and suffering are.
He is here in the lives of all

people. Where we fail, is rec-
ognizing him among the people and espe-
cially seeing Jesus in the faces of the less
fortunate.

A young girl’s dream
Kara Jackson of Middletown, Ohio, believed
God was calling her to be an altar server in
all 50 United States. A daunting prospect for
anyone, especially so for her because Kara
has Down Syndrome. Her journey, outside of
Ohio, began in Richmond, Virginia on April 6,
2013. On the 4th of July, 2016, Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, became the
43rd state she served in. She served Mass
with Lisa Wattenhofer and celebrant Fr. Matt
Fallgren. Wattenhofer, the Liturgy director at
Blessed Sacrament, has received word, Kara
completed her quest. May 27, Kara was an
altar server for Fr. Lane Akiona, pastor of St.
Augustine by the Sea Church, Honolulu,
Hawaii. Wattenhofer, who has been following
Kara on Facebook, said, “Kara was fun to
serve with.”Her parents are Richard and
Christina Jackson of Middletown. 
She has reportedly received invitations to
serve in Ireland and Africa. (Courtesy photo)

Accompanist Needed at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City
An accompanist is needed for the 11a.m. Sunday Masses. This individual would
accompany the choir at rehearsals Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m., plus Christmas and
Easter. This would begin in August. If interested, call Terry Schroeder for more 
information at 341-1143.
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For adults and kids

Jesus Stories from 

the Bible 

by Magnificat 

708 St. Joseph Street, Rapid City, SD
605-348-5228

Store Hours: Mon-Fri: 9:30 a.m-5 p.m. 
Sat: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

One Beautiful Dream 

by Jennifer 

Fulweiler

Who is Jesus? 

by Magnificat

The Angels of God

by Fr. John Horgan

On May 6, the Rapid City National
Pastoral Musicians Chapter and the First
United Methodist Church of Rapid City
joined forces in presenting “A Celebration
of Hymns.” The NPM choir alternated
with the Methodist choir in singing a wide
variety of hymns that included accompani-
ment by a pipe organ, brass, strings, four-
hand piano, and flute. On several selections,
the audience participated with enthusiasm.
Jim Feiszli and Jackie Schnittgrund led the
group of over 60 singers accompanied by
Bonnie Josten, Diane Ketel, and Vonnie
Houchin. Mary Ann Downs played “Let
Us Break Bread Together” on flute, that ac-
companied the free will offering for Cor-
nerstone Rescue Mission brought in $880.

In addition, Justin Matters performed
Two Preludes on “Now Thank We All Our
God” by J.S. Bach. While both choirs sang
solo anthems, most of the music involved
hymns sung by the combined choirs with
both accompaniment and the audience
joining in.  

The NPM chapter will hold its St. Ce-
cilia meeting and luncheon on Oct. 6 at

Blessed Sacrament Church. This meeting
will feature Dr. Thomas Porter from Bis-
marck, N.D., who will address the needs of
small parishes with limited resources. There
will be a reading session with free music
given to those who attend. The silent auc-
tion will culminate on that date. To donate
items, email Margaret Lindskov at 
gmalindskov@yahoo.com or Marlene
Biegler at napa_212@yahoo.com. Service
awards for 25, 40, and 50 years of service

for music ministers will be distributed as
well as the St. Cecilia Award for Clergy and
Laity. The Peggy Langenfeld award for out-
standing dedication to NPM will be given,
along with the newest awards for Emerging
Music Minister and Emerging Youth
Music Minister. 

(Submitted by the Rapid City 
Chapter of NPM)

Musicians from the Rapid City Chapter of National Pastoral Musicians performed classical
hymns at the First United Methodist Church, May 6. They were under the direction of Jackie
Schnittgrund. (Courtesy photo) 

Classic hymns celebrated in ecumenical performance
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Holy Cross,
Timber Lake

St. John the
Baptist,
Custer

St. Patrick, 
Lead

St. Bridget,
Rosebud

St. Mary, Lemmon; 
Sacred Heart, Morristown

St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis

Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City

St. John the Evangelist, Ft. Pierre

St. Catherine, Promise

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City
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Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City

Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City

Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City

Our Lady of the Black Hills,
Piedmont

Our Lady of the Black Hills,
Piedmont

St. Mary, 
Isabel

Blessed
Sacrament,
Rapid City 

q

q

Our Lady of the Sioux,
Oglala

St. Patrick, Wall
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In Your Prayers
Birthdays: July 4, Dcn. Marlon Leneaugh; July 13, Dcn. Greg Palmer; July 16, Fr. Christopher
Hathaway, FSSP; July 23, Dcn. Calvin Clifford; July 28, Fr. John Paul Trask and Dcn. Steve
McLaughlin; July 30, Dcn. Harold Condon; July 31, Fr. Matthew Fallgren. 
Ordinations: July 2, 1994, Bishop Robert Gruss (priestly ordination), July 2, 2015, Fr. Mark
Horn and Fr. John Paul Trask; July 3, 2003, Fr. Kevin Achbach; July 7, 1999, Fr. Tony
Grossenburg and Fr. Brian Christensen; July 11, 1993, Dcn. Patirck Coy; July 17, 2003, 
Dcn. Gerald Bush; July 22, 1990, Dcn. Michael Curtin, July 28, 2011, Bishop Robert Gruss
(episcopal ordination). 
Necrology: July 2, 1947, John McGowan; July 2, 1961, Patrick Quilligan; July 2, 1972, 
Edward Balfe; July 3, 1966, Clarence Biever; July 4, 1966, Joseph Vorman; July 4, 2002,
Christopher Scadron; July 7, 1992, Francis Berning; July 12, 1936, Aloysius Keel, SJ; 
July 12, 1957, Michael Brogan; July 13, 1957, Thomas Coleman, OCD; July 17, 1957, 
Tarcisius Keller; July 18, 1968, Henry Dunn; July 19, 1890, William Mahoney; July 24, 1968,
Joseph Golden; July 26, 1913, Robert Demeyer, SJ; July 26, 1965, William Leahy; July 30,
1917, Martin Kenel, OSB; July 30, 1965, Martin Wittman; July 31, 1939, Henry McRory.

Visit our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/DioceseofRapidCity

Photo album “Confirmation 2018”
Want your confirmation class photo included? 
Email your group photo to bberreth@diorc.org

2018 Confirmation photos

Receiving the gifts of
the Holy Spirit

Welcome to Our Lord’s Table

St. Joseph, Spearfish Immaculate Conception, 
Winner

St. Francis of Assisi,
Sturgis

St. Isidore,
Colome

Holy Rosary,
Trail CitySt. Bernard,

McLaughlin

WASHINGTON (CNS) -- There are few places Univer-
sity of Delaware physicist Stephen Barr would rather be than
in a roomful of 100 or so of his science colleagues discussing
quantum mechanics without having to confront the oft-per-
ceived divide between science and religion.

Barr, president of the fast-growing Society of Catholic Sci-
entists, was in his element June 9 during the society’s 2018
conference at The Catholic University of America in Wash-
ington.

He delivered his talk on observing the behavior of atoms
and subatomic particles to an audience of like-minded
Catholic scientists from various disciplines who appreciate that

their research is helping unravel the Creation’s mysteries.
Barr, 64, has long wanted to see such an opportunity for

Catholic scientists to come together to discuss their scientific
expertise, network and share their faith.

The conference was the society’s second, the first taking
place in Chicago in 2017. More than 100 professional and stu-
dent scientists gathered to explore “The Human Mind and
Physicalism” with nearly a dozen presenters incorporating sci-
entific findings in physics, ecology, free will and the human
mind with philosophical perspectives during a weekend of re-
flection and discovery.

“There are many religious scientists,” Barr said.

Catholic scientists find camaraderie when discussing faith, research
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Emil and Gerty Tomac, celebrated 71 years
of marriage, on June 6. They were married
at Sacred Heart Parish in Morristown by Fa-
ther Vincent Carty. Today, they reside in
Lemmon  and are members of St Mary
Catholic Church. (Courtesy photo)

Happy Anniversary

WASHINGTON — In honor of the
50th Anniversary of Blessed Paul VI’s en-
cyclical letter, Humanae Vitae (On the Reg-
ulation of Birth), the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops is making available a spe-
cial 50th anniversary edition that includes
reflections from succeeding popes on the
prophetic teaching that honors the spiritual
and sensory elements found in conjugal
love. Recognizing the fullness of the marital
union as total, faithful, and exclusive, the en-
cyclical proclaims the path of grace and true
happiness for married couples under the
abiding yoke of Christ. Originally published
in 1968, Blessed Paul VI’s letter promotes
the whole human person in the context of
marital love that respects both the spiritual
and physical dimensions of man and
woman. Considering the human person as
a whole, it also presents the practical social
implications if the document's conclusions
— based on the full respect of the totality
of persons — are ignored.

This 50th anniversary edition includes
the full encyclical, with excerpts from
Blessed Paul VI’s successors affirming the
teachings of Humanae Vitae. Also included
are selections from the 1968 US Catholic
bishops’ statement, Human Life in Our
Day.The 50th anniversary edition of BLESSED PAUL VI (CNS PHOTO)

USCCB publishes 50th anniversary edition of
Blessed Paul VI’s Humane Vitae

Humanae Vitae can be ordered online at
http://store.usccb.org/humanae-vitae-
50th-anniversary-edition-p/7-596.htm.

Additional books and resources pertain-
ing to marriage and family life, the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church, the Vatican,
ministry and more can be found by visiting
the USCCB’s online bookstore at
https://store.usccb.org/.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — God shows his love, not with great speeches, but with
simple, tender acts of charity, Pope Francis said. “When Jesus wants to teach us how a
Christian should be, he tells us very little,” the pope said, but he shows people by feeding
the hungry and welcoming the stranger. Celebrating Mass in the chapel of the Domus
Sanctae Marthae June 8, the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the pope spoke about the
boundless love of Christ, “which surpasses knowledge.” It is not easy to understand, he
said, but God expresses his infinite love in small, tender ways. In the day’s first reading,
the prophet Hosea says the Lord loved his people like a child, taking them into his arms,
drawing them in, “close, like a dad” would, the pope said. “How does God show his love?
With great things? No, he becomes small with gestures of tenderness, goodness,” he said.
God stoops low and gets close. In Christ, God then became flesh, lowering himself even
unto death, the pope said, which helps teach Christians the right path they should take.
“What does ( Jesus) say? He doesn’t say, ‘I think God is like this. I have understood God’s
love.’ No, no. I made God’s love small,” the pope said, that is, he expressed God’s love con-
cretely on a small scale by feeding someone who was hungry, giving the thirsty something
to drink, visiting a prisoner or someone who is ill.“ The works of mercy are precisely the
path of love that Jesus teaches us in continuity with this great love of God,” he said. There-
fore, there is no need for grand speeches about love, he said, but there is a need for men
and women “who know how to do these little things for Jesus, for the Father. Works of
mercy continues that love, which is made small so it can reach us and we carry it forward,”
Pope Francis said.

Acts of kindness show God’s love

Happy 30th 
Anniversary
Fr. Bryan Sorensen was recognized for his
30 years of ministry as a priest. He is 
currently serving at Holy Cross, Timber Lake,
St. Mary, Isabel, and Holy Rosary, Trail City.
On July 1 he will become pastor of All Saints
Church Eagle Butte and its mission parishes
on the Cheyenne River Reservation. (Photo
courtesy Kathy Nelson, Timber Lake Topic)



The big news from the Social Security Administration is the oust-
ing of a champion: Liam has dethroned Noah as the nation’s most
popular boy name. This was the headline of its newly released baby-
name report, an annual synthesis of Social Security card applications
from the past year that offers a fascinating cultural statement and
doubles as a tip sheet for expectant parents.

Those hoping to avoid preschool confusion and the fate of forever
appending the first initial of your last name may want to eschew
Emma, which secured the No. 1 spot among girl names for the fourth
consecutive year, as well as Olivia and Ava, which held their ground
at No. 2 and No. 3, respectively.  

Our love of a ‘v’ sound buoyed by vowels was also reflected in a
few newcomers to the top 10, including Oliver (No. 9) and Evelyn
(No. 9). 

New moms are dusting off their grandmothers’ names, but they’re
threading that antique lace to red bandana, according to the list of names that made the
biggest leaps in popularity. A gust of Wild-West spunk emerged in 2017 with the likes
of Oaklynn, Oaklee, Luella and Sunny, alongside fast-galloping boy names like Wells,
Wilder and Ridge.  

Among those who read the report with great interest was a pregnant mom in upstate
New York who posted the top 10 to Instagram and commented on Logan’s surge to 
No. 5.

Kate Towne has a trained eye — not only because she has named six sons with her
husband but because the 39-year-old stay-at-home mom is the preeminent Catholic baby
naming consultant. Kate is paid to provide consultations for expectant parents based on
her proven expertise, showcased delightfully on her popular blog Sancta Nomina, Latin
for “holy names.” For $50, she will contemplate a couple’s preferences,  factor in names of

the baby’s siblings, scan the saints, conduct research, tap into her exhaustive knowledge,
examine her instincts and pray — all leading up to the formulation of at least five sugges-
tions for each gender.   

Until you’ve read Kate’s consultations, you can’t appreciate the value this provides to a
pregnant woman scratching her head over baby names as she launders onesies and writes
baby-shower thank-you cards or evicts a toddler from the nursery. There’s proof in the
pudding: countless clients have named a child with one of Kate’s picks. 

Her interest in names was first influenced by her mom, an Irish poet. Kate has always
filed away surprising selections and winsome pairings, scrolling favorite names in a note-
book at age 14. 

Today Kate appreciates the pro-life power of a name, personalizing a baby in utero
and conferring it with dignity. She marvels over her unexpected ministry — a term she
didn’t initially think in until a reader used it. 

“I’m so blessed that my funny little interest has turned into something amazing that
actually helps other people and gives glory to God,” she said.  

It goes to show that ministries can’t be confined to a narrow box, she adds. Many of
her friends also have discovered novel avenues for their God-given talents, with outcomes
they’d never imagined on a timeline entirely his.     

She’s counting on perfect timing to decide the name of her seventh baby, due Septem-
ber, whose gender is unknown. Agreeing on a boy name is difficult having already named
six. Pregnancy after pregnancy, her chosen girl name has not wavered: Susanna, honoring
her mom (Susanne), her grandma (Anna) and St. Susanna. 

Kate can refer to her new book, “Catholic Baby Names for Girls and Boys: Over 250
Ways to Honor Our Lady,” and hope for grace from the novena she’s praying to St. Ger-
ard, patron saint of pregnant women. Ultimately, she’s confident the name will feel right,
chosen for a baby to be embraced by a band of brothers, steeped in Catholic tradition and
swaddled in love. 
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MOVIE REVIEWDo not say 
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A “YouCat”
nugget 

courtesy of
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Ministry
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Classifications used by the USCCB are: A-I,
general patronage; A-II, adults and 

adolescents; A-III, adults; L, limited adult 
audiences, films whose problematic content
many adults would find troubling; O, morally

offensive. For more information, visit:
http://www.catholicnews.com/movies.htm.

Christina
Capecchi

Freelance 
writer 

Ocean’s 8 (Warner Bros.)

Oh, Susanna! The poetry and pro-life power of baby names  

With the central figure in Steven Soder-
bergh's trilogy of “Ocean’s” films (2001-
2007), Danny Ocean, dead, his sister Debbie
(Sandra Bullock), a
recently released 
ex-con, takes center
stage. Working with
her longtime partner,
Lou (Cate Blanchett),
Debbie assembles a
team to pull off the
complex heist she
spent the long years
of her imprisonment planning down to the
last detail.
Clever humor keeps this elaborate crime

caper on pace as the two bring together an
eccentric fashion designer (Helena Bonham
Carter), a jeweler (Mindy Kaling), a con artist
(Awkwafina), an experienced fence (Sarah
Paulson) and a computer hacker (Rihanna)
to pull off a heist at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art’s annual gala. Their target is a
unique diamond necklace they must manage
to convince Cartier’s to loan to a movie star
(Anne Hathaway) for the event. 

Grown viewers willing to treat larceny as
nonchalantly as do director and co-writer

Gary Ross and his script collaborator Olivia
Milch will also get an eyeful of glamor. Less
easily sloughed off than the principal theft is

a subplot involving the re-
venge-driven frame-up of the
selfish art dealer (Richard Ar-
mitage) whose cowardice
sent Bullock’s character to
the slammer in the first
place. 
A vengeance theme, a bed-

room scene involving hand-
cuffs, brief nonmarital

sensuality, drug use, a couple of profanities,
at least one rough and several crude terms.
The Catholic News Service classification is A-
III — adults. The Motion Picture Association
of America rating is PG-13 — parents strongly
cautioned. Some material may be inappropri-
ate for children under 13.

self “for us” (Rom 8:32). In the “breaking of bread” the disciples recognized him again after
the Resurrection. The early church called their liturgical feasts “the breaking of bread.”  
Eucharistic Assembly: The celebration of the Lord’s Supper is also an assembly of 
“thanksgiving,” in which the church finds her visible expression. 
Memorial of the Lord’s Passion, Death, and Resurrection: In the celebration of the 
Eucharist, the congregation does not celebrate itself; rather it discovers and celebrates
again and again the presence of Christ’s saving passage through suffering and death to life.   
Holy and Divine Liturgy, Sacred Mysteries: In the celebration of the Eucharist, the church in
heaven and on earth unite in one feast. Because the Eucharistic gifts in which Christ is 
present are, so to speak, the holiest thing in the world, we also speak about the most
blessed Sacrament. 
Holy Communion: Because we unite ourselves with Christ at Holy Mass, and through him
are united with one another, we speak about Holy Communion (communio=fellowship).

What names are there for Jesus’ meal with us, 
and what do they mean?
The different names indicate the unfathomable richness of this mystery. 
Holy Sacrifice, Holy Mass, the Sacrifice of the Mass: The one sacrifice of
Christ, which completes and surpasses all sacrifices, is made present in
the celebration of the Eucharist. The church and the faithful, through their 
self-offering, unite themselves with Christ’s sacrifice. The word Mass
comes from the Latin dismissal, ite, missa estm “Go now, you are sent.”
The Lord’s Supper: Every celebration of the Eucharist is still the one 
supper that Christ celebrated with his disciples and, at the same time, 
the anticipation of the banquet that the Lord will celebrate with the 
redeemed at the end of time. We men do not make the worship service;
the Lord is the one who calls us to worship God and is mysteriously 
present in the liturgy.
The Breaking of Bread: “The breaking of bread” was an old Jewish ritual
at meals, which Jesus employed at the Last Supper to express his gift of 
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