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9/11 
Anniversary, 
New York
Brian Donnelly and his father
Edward Donnelly visit the
9/11 monument at Holy Rood
Cemetery in Westbury, N.Y.,
Sept. 11. Kevin Donnelly,
Brian's brother and Edward's
son, was one of 343 New York
City firefighters killed during
the 9/11 terrorist attacks in
New York. His grave is 
located in a section of the
cemetery reserved for 9/11
victims. (CNS photo/Gregory
A. Shemitz)

Political Challenges, 2 
& Special Pull Out Section

Vocations, 13-16

Living the Priority Plan, 
18-19

Look for the Special Insert
with the Diocesan Summit
Schedule

By Junno Arocho 

Esteves

VATICAN CITY (CNS) —
Men and women must work to
build a culture of encounter in
order to overcome today’s
habit of turning a blind eye to
the suffering of others, Pope
Francis said. 

People often cross paths but
too often “think of themselves;
they see but do not look, they
hear but do not listen,” the
pope said Sept. 13 during
morning Mass in the chapel of
the Domus Sanctae Marthae.

“We are accustomed to a
culture of indifference and we
must strive and ask for the
grace to create a culture of en-
counter, of a fruitful encounter,
of an encounter that restores to
each person his or her own dig-
nity as a child of God, the dig-
nity of a living person,” the
pope said in his homily.

The pope reflected on the
day’s Gospel reading in which
Jesus raises the son of widow
from the dead after he saw the
mother’s suffering and “was
moved with pity for her.”

Christ’s encounter with the
woman “makes us reflect on
our way of interacting with

Culture of  encounter overcomes indifference in society
each other,” the pope said. 

This compassion is not the
same kind we feel “when we
walk along the street, for ex-
ample, and we see something
sad and say, ‘What a pity!’” he
said. 

Pope Francis said that in
reaching out to this woman’s
suffering, Jesus shows not only
tenderness, but the fruitfulness
of encounter “that restores peo-
ple and things to their rightful

place.”
“It’s not enough to see. No,

(we must) look. If I don’t stop,
if I don’t look, if I don’t touch,
if I don't speak, I cannot have
an encounter and I cannot help
build a culture of encounter,”
the pope said. 

People today, he continued,
are in need of an encounter
with Jesus and his word, par-
ticularly today where “within
the heart of society, which is

the family, there is no en-
counter.”

“In our families, at the din-
ner table, how many times
while eating, do people watch
the TV or write messages on
their cellphones. Each one is
indifferent to that encounter,”
he said.

Pope Francis called on
Christians to follow Jesus’ ex-
ample and “to be moved by
pity” for those who suffer.
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In a culture which is becoming more
and more secular each day and the
moral values on which this country was
founded are in steep decline, this up-
coming election is one of the most im-
portant elections of our lifetime. I urge
all Catholics to take seriously their ob-
ligation as citizens to engage in the po-
litical process, beginning with
exercising the right to vote. All
Catholics have a moral obligation to
this responsibility. 
More than any other time in history,

our country is facing political chal-
lenges that demand urgent moral
choices. This current presidential cam-
paign and upcoming election provide
an important opportunity to help
Catholics and non-Catholics alike un-
derstand the magnitude of acting in the
political arena with a properly formed
and informed conscience. 
Neither I, nor any bishop, can tell

people which candidates for whom to
vote. But the U.S. bishops state in The
Challenge of Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship (www.faithfulcit
izenship.org) that voting “is a decision
to be made by each Catholic guided by
a conscience formed by Catholic moral
teaching.” The role of bishops is to help
form the consciences of Catholics in the
light of church teaching so they will
make sound moral judgments. 
In the Catechism of the Catholic

Church, paragraph #1777 states:
“Moral conscience, present at the heart
of the person, enjoins him at the appro-
priate moment to do good and to avoid
evil. It also judges particular choices,
approving those that are good and de-
nouncing those that are evil. It bears
witness to the authority of truth in ref-
erence to the supreme Good to which
the human person is drawn, and it wel-
comes the commandments. When he
listens to his conscience, the prudent
man can hear God speaking.” 
In the context of the political

process, forming our conscience takes

place when we seriously examine the
issues and are open to the truth and
what is right according to Catholic
teaching. It requires the study of sacred
Scripture and the teachings of the
church, especially in regard to Catholic
social teaching. Then we must examine
the facts and background information
about various choices and prayerfully
reflect and discern the will of God. The
prudent advice and the good example of
others help support and enlighten our
conscience. The authoritative teaching
of the church is an essential element as
well as the gifts of the Holy Spirit in
helping us to develop our conscience.
In voting for a candidate for public

office, we must be guided by our moral
convictions, not any self-interest or at-
tachment to a political party or interest
group. It would irresponsible to vote for
a candidate because we have always
voted for that particular political party.
The USCCB document The Challenge
of Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship states: “Catholic voters
should use Catholic teaching to exam-
ine candidates’ positions on issues and
should consider candidates’ integrity,
philosophy, and performance. It is im-
portant for all citizens “to see beyond
party politics, to analyze campaign
rhetoric critically, and to choose their
political leaders according to principle,
not party affiliation or mere self-inter-
est” (USCCB, Living the Gospel of
Life, no. 33).”
But what happens in a race where

Christians are faced
with two morally prob-
lematic choices? When
both candidates are not
good, then who should
I vote for? This is a
question on the minds
of many people in this
election cycle. In real-
ity, very few candi-
dates or political
parties advocate poli-

cies which line up completely with
Catholic Social Teaching. That being
said, all political issues are not equal.
Some parties and candidates have poli-
cies and planks within their platforms
which promote serious mortal sin. This
is a cause for grave concern. Human
life issues, religious freedom issues, im-
migration issues and education issues
are just some of the major concerns in
this election year. But there is a hierar-
chy of truths in Catholic Social Teach-
ing. Defending innocent human life,
protecting the sanctity of marriage and
concern for the poor lead the way.
Again as stated in Forming Con-

sciences for Faithful Citizenship, “As
Catholics, our focus is not on party af-
filiation, ideology, economics, or even
competence and capacity to perform
duties, as important as such issues are.
Rather, we focus on what protects or
threatens human life and dignity.”
Therefore, a formed conscience, en-
lightened by the teachings of Christ as
it comes to us through the church’s
moral teaching, must be our guide for
all of the issues. If you would like to
know more about the Seven Themes 
of Catholic Social Teaching, this 
website will be of value.
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-
teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-so-
cial-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-
social-teaching.cfm.  
Through voting and involvement in

the political process, Catholics help
shape the moral character of society. It

is the church’s role to help build and
shape a society that animates the love
and charity which the Gospel demands.
This is a requirement of our faith and
part of the mission of Jesus Christ that
has been given to each member of his
body. Our faith offers us the opportu-
nity to make a unique contribution in
our society through our efforts to ad-
vance the common good for all in
building God’s kingdom. Therefore we
must carefully discern which public
policies are most sound in accord to
Gospel values and vote for the candi-
date which most likely will embrace
those policies.  
At times Catholics may choose dif-

ferent ways to respond to social prob-
lems, but we cannot differ on our
obligations to protect human life and
help build a more just and peaceful
world through a lens of Catholic moral-
ity. 
In the words of Mark Twain: “A

Christian’s first duty is to God. It then
follows, as a matter of course, that it is
his duty to carry his Christian code of
morals to the polls and vote them ... If
Christians should vote their duty to God
at the polls, they would carry every
election, and do it with ease. ... It would
bring about a moral revolution that
would be incalculably beneficent. It
would save the country” (Colliers Mag-
azine, September 2, 1905, pg. 17).
Let us pray that the Lord will give

each of us the wisdom, guidance and
moral prudence needed as we go to the
polls on November 8. Come Holy
Spirit!

Our country is facing political challenges

“The Challenge of Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship”

Special pull-out section center of paper
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Bishop’s Calendar
September 19-October 21, 2016

Subject to change without notice
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September 19-23, Monday-Friday
Retreat Director for the Diocese of Grand Island Priests Retreat, Terra Sancta 
Retreat Center
September 24, Saturday
10 a.m. Diocesan Pastoral Council Meeting, Sacred Heart Church, Philip
6:30 p.m. Care Net Awards Dinner, Rapid City
September 30, Friday
4 p.m. Prayer Protest for Religious Liberty, corner of 9th and Main, Rapid City
October 2, Sunday
10:30 a.m. CT Mass, Installation of Fr. Achbach as Pastor, Immaculate Conception,
Winner
October 3-4, Monday-Tuesday
Bishop’s Pheasant Hunt for Seminarians, Stukel’s Birds and Bucks, Gregory
October 9, Sunday
3 p.m. Mass, Diocesan Youth Rally, Terra Sancta
October 10, Monday
Chancery closed for Native American/Columbus Day
October 11, Tuesday
8 a.m. Diocesan Staff Mass/Breakfast, Terra Sancta
9 a.m. Live Interview on Real Presence Radio: FM 89.9 or 94.7
9:30 a.m. Diocesan Staff Meeting, Terra Sancta
4 p.m. Catholic Social Services Sponsor Reception, Rapid City
6 p.m. Catholic Social Services Annual Meeting, Rushmore Plaza Civic Center,
Rapid City
October 14, Friday
11:15 a.m. Bishop’s Mass and Lunch, Cathedral
October 15, Saturday
5 p.m. CT Mass and Pastoral Visit, St. Mary Church, Reliance
October 16, Sunday
9 a.m. CT Mass and Pastoral Visit, St. Michael Church, Kennebec
11 a.m. CT Mass and Pastoral Visit, St. Mary Church, Lower Brule
October 17-21, Monday-Friday
Diocesan Priest Retreat, Terra Sancta Retreat Center

Vacancy 
Chief Financial Officer

Diocese of Rapid City, SD 

Position Summary
The Chief Financial Officer (CFO) is responsible for the overall financial operations and
strategy for the Diocese and for fostering the professional, honest, and prudent use of
its temporal resources in carrying out the Diocesan mission. This position is directly 
accountable to the Bishop of Rapid City. A more detailed job description is available on
the diocesan website at rapidcitydiocese.org.  

Applicant Qualifications - Education and Experience:
This person must be a practicing Catholic. Experience in financial management, 
supervision of staff, and not-for-profit accounting required. The successful candidate
must have excellent communication skills and the ability to collaborate with multiple 
organizations and boards. Undergraduate degree in business administration, finance
and/or accounting required. CPA designation and/or Master’s degree in business or 
finance desirable.

Applying
Application is available at rapidcitydiocese.org. Please send completed application and
resume to Margaret Simonson, Chancellor, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709 or email
to msimonson@diorc.org.



4     WRC September 2016

World Mission Sunday
Offer generous financial help for the missions through the Propagation of the Faith.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith ... all of us committed to the worldwide mission of Jesus.

Name

Address

City State  Zip 

Amount

Mail to: Propagation of the Faith, Teresa Spiess, PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709

“World Mission Sunday” is a wonderful 
opportunity for Catholics around the
world to participate in the church’s 
missionary activity through prayer and
sacrifice. In this way, we answer our call
to evangelize and proclaim the Gospel.
World Mission Sunday provides all of us
an opportunity to bring hope to our
neighbors in distant lands, to bring 

justice to the poorest among us, to bring education to
the most remote villages, to provide medical aid in 
isolated places, to help set people free from poverty, to
assist in the development of peoples, overcoming ethnic
divisions, and to demonstrate respect for life in all its
stages. Please be generous to those brothers and sisters
who have far less.” 

—Bishop Robert D. Gruss
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Special collection

September 24-25, 2016
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections

For more information or to get involved in the work of CCHD write:
Teresa Spiess, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709 

or email tspiess@diorc.org

Copyright ©2015 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Washington D.C. All rights reserved. Photo ©Peter Howard/CCHD.

By Becky Berreth

“Then Jesus said to his disciples,
‘Whoever wishes to come after me must
deny himself, take up his cross and
follow me’” (Mt 16:24).
“Mercy and the Cross” was the topic

of the August 16 Deanery One Day of
Mercy talk at Terra Sancta, Rapid City.
Father Tim Hoag, Wall, was the fea-
tured speaker. 
“Jesus gives us an invitation to deny

our very selves and pick up our cross
and follow him. It is an invitation to his
mercy. It’s an invitation to know his
great love for us,” he said. 
“In order to be able to accept our

cross, the cross of our human nature,
there are three fundamental prerequi-
sites that go with that — a sustained ex-
perience of God’s love, acceptance of
our weaknesses, and finally surrender
to the cross.”
The first — a sustained experience of

God’s love — Father Hoag compared

people to art. “When you look at your
flaws, like a caricature, you make them
bigger than they are. God doesn’t see
the flaws, when he looks at you he sees
the portrait, the beauty, what is good.”
In order to accept your weaknesses,

Father Hoag suggested to put your-
selves in God’s presence. 
“When you go to prayer, let God see

your beauty. That would be a practical
way to open yourself to God’s mercy.
Allow God to take in your beauty when
you go to pray, and every time you start
to think about your flaw, just stay there
and let him admire you. Ask for the
grace to see yourself as he sees you. Do
that for a couple months or more. 
“When I did that for a while, I started

to become more convinced about God’s
love for me — not that I didn’t believe
that he loved me before — but I could
really be okay with the fact that God
treasured me. I could see and received
the grace to know that God is not dis-

appointed in me. God knows all things,
so there are no surprises for him. God
sees us for who we truly are — beloved
sons and daughters of God who have
human weakness. 
“What does it mean then to fully sur-

render to God? He doesn’t want you to
surrender just the big things but the lit-
tle things too. He wants you to surren-
der everything. 
“If you want to know what you

should surrender, it is the situation in
which you are frustrated or at the end
of. Make a list of things that you are
failing and slowly lay them out on the
table. Ask for the grace to understand
and accept your limitations and surren-
der them. I started to know the freedom

that I otherwise wouldn’t have known.
“Over time I have received the grace

to know and be okay with my fear of
making mistakes. Prayer is like swim-
ming. Little by little you’ll be able to
carry the cross,” he said.

‘Ask for the grace to understand and accept your limitations and surrender them’

Fr. Tim Hoag
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At the pilgrimage, Holy Cross parishioners conducted tours of the nearly 
completed St. Joseph Center. (WRC photos by Laurie Hallstrom) 

Diocesan Pilgrimage for the Year of Mercy: Timber Lake, Holy Cross Church

Rosary Gems by Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC
The Secret of the Rosary by St. Louis De Montfort
The Holy Rosary for Children by Fr. Lovasik
Praying the Rosary for Intercession by Catherine M. Odell
The Rosary on CD by Fr. Kevin Scallon
Champions of the Rosary by Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC

October is the month of theRosary

708 St. Joseph St  l Rapid City, SD  l 605-348-5228
Mon-Fri: 9:30 am-5 p.m. l Sat: 10am-4pm

“Mary, Mother of Mercy” was the
theme of the Diocesan Pilgrimage Day
of Mercy, held at Holy Cross Church,
Timber Lake, Aug. 20. Fr. Bryan
Sorensen and parishioners from there as
well as affiliates churches St. Mary,
Isabel, and Holy Cross, Trail City,
rolled out the welcome mat for area pil-
grims. The day included adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament, prayer, oppor-
tunities for the sacrament of reconcilli-
ation, lunch, and Mass. 

The keynote address was given by
Bishop Robert Gruss. He said, “… the
last act of Jesus before he took his last
breath on the cross and commended his
spirit into the Father’s hands, was to
give John to Mary and Mary to John —
meaning Mary was given to us and to
the church and we were given to Mary
so that she could be our Mother.” 

According to Bishop Gruss, the title
“Mother of Mercy” is thought to have
been first given to the Blessed Virgin by
Saint Odo (d. 942), Abbot of Cluny. 

For a full video of the day’s events
go to www.rapidcitydiocese.org and
click on the icon for the August Year
of Mercy Events.(Above)

Knights of
Columbus Jim
Hulm and LeRoy
Reinert cooking
burgers. (Right)
Micaela Hulm
and Bishop
Robert Gruss
during 
Eucharistic 
adoration.

People from western South Dakota
went to the Diocesan Pilgrimage in
Holy Cross Church, Timber Lake, to
pray and to learn about mercy.
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September 30, Friday
sWRC deadline for submissions.
Paper mailed Tuesday, October 18. 

)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or 
8bberreth@diorc.org

Were you married 
in 1966?

Send your photo along with 
your names, wedding date, town you 
were married in, and current parish to:

Attn: Becky Berreth
West River Catholic

PO Box 678
Rapid City, SD 57709

or e-mail to bberreth@diorc.org

by September 23 
for publication in the 

October West River Catholic
Questions? Call Becky, 605-343-3541 

September 23, Friday
sHeart to Heart Weekend for the 

Engaged: For engaged couples to deepen
their relationship with each other and God
by exploring the Catholic Church’s vision
of marriage. Attendance is required for cou-
ples doing marriage prep in the diocese.
Ends September 25. Register online at
8terrasancta.org/heart2heart.

September 26, Monday
s“Heal Your Grief” Bereavement

Support Group: Eight-week, non-denom-
inational support group for Christian adults
grieving the loss of a loved one. Begins at
7 p.m. at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City. )Janece Rieman 605-343-5547 or
Family Life ministries 605-716-5214 x236.

October 1, Saturday 
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First

Saturday, begins with prayers at 7:45 a.m.
followed by 8 a.m. Mass and exposition.
First Friday Mass, October 7, at 5:30 p.m.
with prayers and devotions. Both in Our
Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202.

October 3, Monday
sBishop’s Hunt for Seminarians:Held

at Stukel’s Upland Adventures near Gre-
gory. Ends October 4. See page 11.
8www.wsdcf.org or )Tim Henderson or
Elizabeth Siemieniak 605-343-3541.

October 9, Sunday
sDiocesan Youth Rallies: “Lost and

Found.” Middle school presenter APeX
Ministries. High school presenter Michael
Gormley. Held at Terra Sancta from 9 a.m.-
5 p.m. Cost $35, chaperones $25, and t-
shirt $12. )Randy Vette 605-716-5214 x
228 or 8www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

sSturgis Annual Bazaar: Coffee and
rolls at 8 a.m., Mass at 9:30 a.m. and dinner
at 11 a.m., hosted by the Altar Society. Day
includes games, garage sale, and country
store. Held at St. Francis of Assisi Church. 

October 12, Wednesday
sTaizé: Experience the sacred through

song, silence, and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta.

October 14, Friday
sBishop’s Mass and Luncheon: Mass

at 11:15 a.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, Rapid City. Noon lunch in
Cathedral Hall, talk by Bishop Robert
Gruss. Lunch $6. Everyone welcome.

October 15, Saturday
sNPM Music Minister’s Retreat and

St. Cecilia Awards: Led by Sr. Lorane Cof-
fin and Sandi Ohlen. Held at Terra Sancta
from 9:30 a.m.-3:15 p.m. Pre-paid registra-
tion is due to Pat MacDowell, 4833 Pierre
St., Rapid City, SD 57702 by October 7.
8www.npmrc.org or )Jackie Schnittgrund
at 605-342-6132.

sCatholic Daughters Retreat: Msgr.
Charles Mangan, Diocese of Sioux Falls,
will present “Our Lady During this Holy
Year of Mercy.” Begins at 8 a.m. at St.
Therese the Little Flower, Rapid City. This
one-day retreat is open to men and women.
Retreat fee is $10 each and includes lunch:
mail to Catholic Daughters, Lila
Baskerville, 13438 Sienna Meadows Lane,
Rapid City, SD 57702, before October 10.

October 20, Thursday
sNun Run: Join Fr. Mark McCormick

and travel to New Ulm, Minn., to visit the
community of the Handmaids of the Heart
of Jesus. Spend time in prayer and recre-
ation with the sisters and learn more about
religious life. Open to young women ages
16 and up. No cost for the event. Ends Oc-
tober 22. )Office of Vocations 605-716-
5214 x233 or 8SHanson@diorc.org,
8www.gods-call.org.

October 22, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. To be
held at Terra Sancta, Rapid City. Preregis-
tration required. Next seminar, November
19, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Martin.
)Family Life Ministries, 605-716-5214
x236 or 8ajulian@diorc.org.

October 28, Friday
sParish Hospitality Training: For those

who missed the initial information in your
parish. Offered as a pre-conference work-
shop for the “The Summit 2016.” Held
from 1-4 p.m. at Terra Sancta. No charge.
Preregistration required. )Shawna Hanson
605-716-5214 x233. Register at 8terra
sancta.org/summit2016. 

sThe Summit: Featuring speaker Jim
Beckman, Denver, Colo. Workshops focus
on generous hospitality and lively faith. 
8terrasancta.org/summit2016

October 30, Sunday
sSt. Joseph, Spearfish, Fall Festival:

Held from 11 a.m.-2 p.m.with raffle draw-
ings following homemade turkey dinner.
$10/adults, $4 children 5-12.

November 16, Wednesday
sIHM Seminary Visit: Join Fr. Mark

McCormick to visit Immaculate Heart of
Mary Seminary in Winona, Minn. Tour
campus and visit/pray with seminarians.
Open to young men 16 and older. No cost
for event. Preregistration required. )Office
of Vocations 605-716-5214 x233 or
8www.gods-call.org/events.php. 

Terra Sancta Retreat 
Center Highlights
October  

“You live and breathe hospitality!
Great Staff! Whatever we needed
was provided and always with the an-
swer, ‘Sure, no problem.’ We will defi-
nitely recommend Terra Sancta
Retreat Center! Thank you for a won-
derful experience.” 

— Daughters of the King (Episcopal
Group), August 2016 Retreat

Oct 6-9 : BH Quilters Guild
Oct 13: RPR Tour Bus Mass/Dinner
Oct 15: NPM Fall Retreat
Oct 21-22: BH Zone Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League Retreat 
Oct 28-29: The Summit 
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In July, I was part of the pilgrimage
of young adults from our diocese who
journeyed to Krakow, Poland for World
Youth Day. As part of our pilgrimage,
we were blessed to have not only
Bishop Robert Gruss join us, but also
two religious sisters, Sr. Joy of Martyrs
and Sr. Dove of Simplicity from the
Servants of the Lord of Our Lady of
Matara. Their presence, and their faith
and joy in the Lord added much to our
WYD experience.
As I look back on my

encounter of WYD, there
are three things that 
repeatedly come to
mind. The first is mercy,
which was the theme of
World Youth Day taken
from the fifth beatitude:
Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy
(Mt 5:7). The second and
third are: generous hospi-
tality and lively faith. These words
should sound familiar to us because
they are the first two lenses of our stew-
ardship initiative. I experienced them
being played out in so many ways
throughout our pilgrimage.
Our first week we stayed in a hostel

in Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek’s home town
of Izdebnik, Poland. The pastor of St.
Margaret Church, where Fr. Andrzej 
received the Sacraments of Baptism,
Confirmation and Eucharist, opened up
the church several times for us so that
we could celebrate Mass and a Holy
Hour. He even had a U.S. flag hanging

outside the church as way to welcome
us.
One of the first nights, the mayor of

Izdebnik came and officially welcomed
us as pilgrims and as friends. The day
before we left for Krakow for the WYD
gatherings, the owners of the hostel 
offered to do laundry for us — 20 loads
of laundry! It was quite funny to see all
our laundry laid out on a big table when
we returned from touring that day. Next

to it was a big sign that read:
“American — Polish Power
Ball.”
We were so blessed to stay

in hosts’ homes in Wadowice,
the hometown of St. John Paul
II, during the WYD events.
Throughout our stay, our host
families were incredibly gener-
ous and showed us great mercy
on a number of occasions. One
of the things that struck me is
that their faith was so evident

and alive. Because of that, offering
generous hospitality and showing us
great mercy came naturally to them.
For instance, the opening night of

WYD, the trains were not quite work-
ing the way we had expected. We ar-
rived back at the train station at 3:30 in
the morning, and then we had another
2.5 mile walk back to our host homes.
Even so, when we arrived at the train
station, our host families were there to
greet us with big smiles, hugs and high
fives. And when we arrived home, we
were greeted with a simple meal.
On another night, it was pouring rain

when we arrived at the train depot
ready for the walk to our host homes.
There again our host families were
waiting to welcome home their tired
pilgrims and to feed them again.
At dinner the first night with our host

families, I was sitting behind a statue of
Our Lady and I felt a movement of the
Holy Spirit to ask if they wanted to pray
the rosary with us. So after dinner,
Kristof, the father, pointed to the deck
and he took the statue of Our Lady sit-
ting behind me and placed her on a
table on the deck with a lit candle. The
host family’s lively faith was shining.
Robert Kinyon, a third year college

seminarian, tells of his experience of
this encounter:
“My principal desire for World

Youth Day was to experience the
church universal by which we derive
the name ‘Catholic,’ and from this I
wanted a stronger aspiration to follow
the will of the Father as he guides his
church on earth.
“This desire was chiefly satisfied

one evening while praying the rosary
with my homestay family in Wadowice.
We took turns leading each mystery
with our Polish family, alternating be-
tween English and Polish, and ending
with the “Salve Regina” in Latin. This,
for me, was a beautiful moment of con-
solation. How magnificent is our

church — spanning thousands of years
and countless languages!
“Truly, in that moment, the Lord ful-

filled the desires of my heart and gave
me a new vigor to follow him, bol-
stered in faith and hope.”
This experience of generous hospi-

tality and lively faith at WYD, espe-
cially with our host families made me
think how important lively faith is in
our lives, and how lively faith impacts
everyone around it. Lively faith is con-
tagious. It also made me more aware of
how hospitality and lively faith are in-
timately connected. One flows out of
the other and each is enriched by the
other.  
The next time you are hosting a meal

at home or at a family gathering, why
not end your time together with the
rosary or praying with one another?
You never know what one invitation to
prayer — which would be a joining of
generous hospitality and lively faith —
might mean to someone.

Experiencing the universality of our church
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QUÉBEC CITY. The exit signs
along Autoroute 40 between the quon-
dam capital of New France and Mon-
tréal are a veritable Litany of the Saints:
Saint-Augustin-de-Desmaures, Saint-
Nicolas, Saint-Basile-Sud, Sainte-
Catherine-de-la-Jacques-Cartier,
Notre-Dame-de-Portneuf, Saint-Marc-
des-Carrières, Sainte-Anne-de-la-
Pérade, Saint-Pierre-les-Becquets,
Sainte-Geneviève-de-Batiscan, Saint-
Luc-de-Vincennes, Saint Maurice,
Saint-Louis-de-France, Saint-Léon-le-
Grand, down through L’Assomption
and Sainte-Térèse. 
The same pattern prevails here in

Québec City, both the old town and the
new: the index on my map lists 186
street names from “Saint-Adélard” to
“Saint-Yves” and continues with an-
other thirty-four from “Ste.-Angèle” to
“Ste.-Ursule.” Those names evoke
memories of a unique culture charm-
ingly captured in Willa Cather’s “Shad-
ows on the Rock,” and a history of
Catholic devotion unparalleled north of
the Rio Grande. 
Québec City is also home to the

relics of two of Catholicism’s newest
saints, both canonized by Pope Francis
in 2014: St. Marie de l’Incarnation
(1599-1672), a mystically gifted Ursu-
line nun who helped found New
France’s first schools for girls and na-
tive peoples, and St. François de Mont-
morency-Laval (1623-1708), the first
residential Catholic bishop in North
America. It was after praying at Laval’s
tomb, however, that I noticed a memo-

rial plaque more revelatory of the cur-
rent state of Catholicism in Québec
than the province’s notable register of
saints.
The plaque had been placed in the

cathedral in 2008, during the civic cel-
ebration of the four hundredth anniver-
sary of the founding of New France,
and it read like this
(my translation):
“The Society for the
400th Anniversary of
Québec, through its
president, Mr. Jean
Leclerc, pays homage
to bishops, priests,
and religious commu-
nities of men and
women for their ex-
ceptional contributions to the history
and the culture of the people of
Québec.” A generous sentiment, to be
sure. But what about the contributions
of those bishops, priests, brothers, and
sisters to the beatitude and salvation of
les Quebecois? 
Québec, a flourishing Catholic re-

gion for centuries, is now Catholicism’s
empty quarter in the Western Hemi-
sphere. There is no more religiously
arid place between the North Pole and
Tierra del Fuego; there may be no more
religiously arid place on the planet. And
it all happened in the blink of an eye. In
1937, a half-million Quebecois poured
into the streets of Montréal for the fu-
neral procession of “Brother André” of
the Congregation of the Holy Cross, a
passionate devoté of St. Joseph and

worker of miraculous cures who would
be canonized by Pope Benedict XVI as
St. André Bessette. Eighty years later,
no such demonstration of piety in La
Belle Province could be imagined – ex-
cept if Les Habitants, otherwise known
as the Canadiens, won the Stanley Cup,
and that would involve a rather differ-

ent sort of piety.  
What happened? 
It’s often struck me that

there are intriguing paral-
lels among four intensely
Catholic nations that went
all-in secular during the
late-twentieth century:
Québec, Spain, Portugal,
and Ireland. The differ-
ences are obvious, but look

at the similarities. In each case the
church, and especially its clergy, was
deeply entangled with politics and state
power. In each case authoritarian gov-
ernment long prevailed, in marked con-
trast to other parts of the West. In each
case, the inevitable confrontation be-
tween Catholicism and modernity was
deferred as long as possible — not least
through that church-state entanglement.
And in each case, when the tidal wave
of modernity hit, it swept all before it
within a generation. 
When my summer neighbors here in

Québec were growing up, their parents

sought the intercession of “Brother
André” for their sick. Today, three
members of my summer parish were
each asked, on being given a diagnosis
of cancer, whether they wished to be
euthanized — and that was the first
question put to them. Le quart vide de
catholicisme in North America is about
to become this continent’s premier
state-sponsored killing ground of the in-
conveniently ill and elderly; and it
seems likely that the severely disabled
won’t be far behind. Yet Québec’s
Catholic leadership is virtually invisi-
ble in public life and there is little indi-
cation that the New Evangelization has
gotten any significant traction here.
Québec, once home to legions of

confessors of the faith, badly needs
such men and women again. They will
only emerge from a faith as intense as
that which once drove François Laval
and Marie de l’Incarnation from the
comforts of Europe to a then-bleak rock
overlooking the St. Lawrence River.   

Québec City is Catholicism’s empty quarter

‘...there are 
intriguing parallels 

among four 
intensely Catholic 
nations that went 

all-in secular during the
late-twentieth

century...’
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Prayer Intentions of 
the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady
appears to the Medjugorje visionary

Marija to give us her message 
to the world.

“Dear children! Today I desire to share Heav-
enly joy with you. You, little children, open the
door of your heart so that hope, peace and love,
which only God gives, may grow in your heart.
Little children, you are too bound to the earth
and earthly things, that is why, Satan is rolling
you like the wind rolls the waves of the sea.
Therefore, may the chain of your life be prayer
with the heart and adoration of my Son Jesus.
Give over your future to Him so that, in Him,
you may be joy and an example with your lives
to others. Thank you for having responded to
my call.” 8/25/16

October
Universal: Journalists
That journalists, in carrying out their
work, may always be motivated by
respect for truth and a strong sense of
ethics.
Evangelization: World Mission Day
That World Mission Day may renew
within all Christian communities the joy
of the Gospel and the responsibility to
announce it.

When I was a child there was a
popular song whose chorus repeated
this line: Everyone is searching for
Utopia.And we all are. Every one of
us longs for a world without limits, for
a life where nothing goes wrong, for a
place where there’s no tension or frus-
tration. But it never happens. There’s
no such place.
Anahid Nersessian recently wrote a

book titled, “Utopia, Limited: 
Romanticism and Adjustment,” within
which she criticizes various ideologies
for, naively, giving the impression that
we can have a world without limits.
She particularly blames liberal ideol-
ogy which, she submits, privileges
limitlessness by setting “itself, almost
by default, against the governing and
guiding of desire.” But, as she argues
in the book, limitation is what’s life-
giving. 
We will find happiness only when

we accommodate ourselves to the
world by minimizing the demands we
place on it. For Nersessian, if Utopia
is to be had, it will be had only by
finding the realistic limits of our lives
and adjusting ourselves to them. Over-
expectation makes for disappointment.
She’s right. Believing there’s a

world without limits makes for unreal-
istic expectations and a lot of frustra-
tion. By thinking we can find Utopia,
we invariably set up the perfect as the
enemy of the good; thus habitually
denigrating our actual relationships,
marriages, careers, and lives because
they, unlike our fantasies, perpetually
have limits and therefore always seem
second-best.
Nersessian tends to blame liberal

ideology for giving us this impression,
but the unrealistic dream and expecta-
tion of Utopia is most everywhere in
our world. In effect, we no longer
have, either in our churches or in our
world, the symbolic tools to properly
explain or handle frustration. How so?
When I was a child, my head didn’t

just reverberate with the tune, Every-

one is Searching for Utopia, it was
also reverberated with a number of
other tunes I’d learned in church and
in the culture at large. Our churches
then were teaching us about some-
thing it called, “original sin,” the be-
lief that a primordial fall at the origins
of human life has, until the end of
time, flawed both human nature and
nature itself in such a way that what
we will meet and experience in this
life will always be imperfect, limited,
somewhat painful, and somewhat frus-
trating. 
Sometimes this was understood in

an overly simplistic way and some-
times it left us wondering about the
nature of God, but nonetheless it gave
us a vision within which to understand
life and handle frustration. 
At the end of the day, it taught us

that, this side of eternity, there’s no
such a thing as a clear-cut, pure joy.
Everything has a shadow. Happiness
lies in accepting these limits, not in
stoic resignation, but in a practical,
buoyant vision that, because it has al-
ready incorporated limit and has no
false expectations, lets you properly
receive, honor, and enjoy the good
things in life. Since the perfect cannot
be had in this life, you then give your-
self permission to appreciate the im-
perfect.

This religious vision was re-
enforced by a culture which also told
us that there was no Utopia to be had
here. It told us instead that, while you
may dream high and you may expect
to live better than your parents did,
don’t expect that you can have it all.
Life cannot deliver that to you. Like
its religious counterpart in its explana-
tion of original sin, this secular wis-
dom too had its over-simplistic and
flawed expressions. But it helped im-
print in us some tools with which to
more realistically understand life. It
told us, in its own flawed way, a truth
that I have often quoted from Karl
Rahner, “In the torment of the insuffi-
ciency of everything attainable we 
ultimately learn that, here in this life,
there is no finished symphony.” How
succinct and how accurate!
It’s interesting to note how this reli-

gious view is paralleled in the atheis-
tic view of Rahner’s contemporary,
the Nobel-Prize winning writer, Albert
Camus. Camus, who did not believe
in God, famously proposed an image
within which to understand human
life and its frustrations: He compared
this world to a medieval prison. Some 
medieval prisons were deliberately
built to be too small for the prisoner,
with a ceiling so low that the prisoner
could never stand fully upright and

the room itself too small for the pris-
oner to ever stretch out fully. The idea
was that the frustration of not being
able to stand up or stretch out fully
would eventually break the prisoner’s
spirit, like a trainer breaking a horse.
For Camus, this is our experience of
the world. We can never stand fully
upright and or stretch out fully. The
world is too small for us. While this
may seem severe, stoic, and atheistic;
in the end, it teaches the same truth as
Christianity, there’s no Utopia this
side of eternity.
And we need, in healthy ways, to be

integrating this truth into lives so as to
better equip ourselves to handle frus-
tration and appreciate the lives that we
are actually living.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian,
teacher, and award-winning author, is Presi-
dent of the Oblate School of Theology in San
Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his
website  www.ronrolheiser.com.   Now on
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

Is this world a medieval prison or a utopia?



On August 22, Elizabeth Siemieniak
began working as the Administrative
Assistant to the Director of 
Development. Siemieniak has

worked as an 
executive 
assistant 
creating
brochures, 
proposals, 
presentations
and other 
marketing 
documents.
She also has
worked as a

Quality and Process Manager, 
coordinating strategic planning 
projects and developed action plans
in an effort to drive results toward
expectations. She and her husband,
Derrick, are members of Our Lady of
the Black Hills, Piedmont. (WRC photo)
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REGISTRATION FEES
Hunters (includes lodging and all meals) $ 750.00
Non-hunters — dinner only $ 50.00

#              Hunters $

#              Non-hunters — dinner only $

Sponsor a Seminarian $
I am unable to hunt this year. I would like to sponsor a seminarian. 

Total Amount Due $

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/ST/ZIP

PHONE

NAME

NAME

ADDITIONAL HUNTERS/DINNER GUESTS

For additional information or 
to register call Tim Henderson or 

Elizabeth Siemieniak at 605-343-3541. 
You can register online at www.wsdcg.org.

Bishop’s Hunt for Seminarians
A first class, fully guided and outfitted 
pheasant hunt in Gregory County.  
Your hunt will include lodging, meals, 
social time, sporting clays, pheasant 
hunting, and an early morning Mass, 
all with Bishop Robert Gruss.

October 3
through

October 4, 2016

Benefits the Western South Dakota Catholic 
Foundation Seminarian Education Fund 

(7 p.m. Monday, October 3)

MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR CHECK TO:
The Western South Dakota Catholic Foundation, 
PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709-0678

Hosted by Stukel’s Upland 
Adventures Outfitters & Guides
Sponsored by the Western South 

Dakota Catholic Foundation

sSister Joan Kolbe Kjerstad was
among the new religious sisters who
professed first vows of chastity,
poverty, and obedience with the Mar-
ian Sisters of the Diocese of Lincoln,
Nebraska, Aug. 14. Her  parents are
Jem and Kelly Kjerstad of  St. Patrick
Parish in Wall.

A Sister of Charity, BVM, with ties
to the Diocese of Rapid City, 
celebrated 75 years in religious life
this fall. She is among 29 diamond 
jubilarians who gathered in the Mount
Carmel Motherhouse Chapel in

Dubuque, Iowa, on
Sept. 11, for a
liturgy of thanks-
giving. Sister Mary 
Angela Buser was
born in Halstead,
Kan., and entered
the BVM congrega-
tion on Feb. 2,
1946. Sister Mary
Angela taught at St.
Patrick Elementary

School in Lead.  She is retired and
lives in Dubuque. To send a 
congratulatory message to her, please
go to www.bvmcong.org/
whatsnew_jubs.cfm.

Former Lead teacher 
celebrates jubilee

Sister Mary 
Angela Buser,

BVM  

Two diocesan women take religious vows
Sister Cecelia Clare Stoffel took her
final vows with the  Sisters of St. Fran-
cis of Perpetual Adoration of
Mishawaka, August 11, at the Mother-
house in Mishawaka, Indiana. Her par-
ents are Tom and Pauline Stoffel of
Our Lady of the Black Hills Parish,
Piedmont.t

Elizabeth
Siemieniak

Siemieniak joins 
development office 
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October Saint of Mercy — St. John Paul II

Watch past Deanery One presentations. Read about the Saint
of the Month. Learn about the upcoming pilgrimages. 

Find more online:

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/Jubilee-year-of-mercy

JubileeYear ofMercy
Karol Wojtyá was born May 18, 1920, into a devout Catholic

family in Wadowice, Poland. His early life was marked by 
suffering and loss. When he was eight years old his mother died,
and three years later his older brother. With the instruction and
example of his father, Karol drew close to Our Lady and found
solace in prayer. His father died in 1941 and at the age of twenty
Karol was left alone in the world. Karol excelled academically
and attended the prestigious Jagellonian University in Kraków;
however, his studies were interrupted by war and the Nazi 
occupation. He went to work as a manual laborer in a quarry
where he was known to sing and lift the spirits of those around
him. Wojtyá entered the seminary in secret in 1942. 

After the war ended, he resumed his studies and was 
ordained a priest in 1946. As a priest he spent much of his time
ministering to young adults, often going on camping trips with
them, and later taught philosophy at a Catholic university while
earning his doctorate. In 1958, he was ordained auxiliary bishop
of Kraków, then installed as archbishop of  Kraków in 1964.
While bishop, he attended all four sessions of  Vatican II and
worked to undermine the tyranny of  Soviet communism. 
Wojtyá was named a cardinal in 1967 and then elected pope on
October 16, 1978. 

God’s mercy was a central theme of John Paul’s pontificate.
In his famous homily at his inauguration Mass, John Paul 
exhorted the world: “Do not be afraid. Open wide the doors for
Christ.” Having witnessed the atrocities wrought by war and
hate in his own country he knew well the depth of sin and evil;
yet, he knew that God’s mercy was deeper still. Later, he wrote
the encyclical Dives in Misericordia in which he emphasizes
Jesus’ message of  mercy to those who suffer: the poor, the 
outcast and the sinner, holding up the parable of the prodigal
son as a “simple but profound” illustration of  the “reality of
conversion.” 

John Paul not only spoke and wrote about mercy but he lived
it. One of the most notable examples is when he visited Mehmet
Ali Agca, his would-be assassin, in prison and forgave him. 
Another powerful example is the story of  a priest who while 
visiting Rome stumbled upon a man begging outside a church
who looked strangely familiar. Upon asking the man, the priest
learned that they had in fact studied and been ordained together.
The man related that after several crises he had renounced his
priesthood, been stripped of his priestly faculties and was re-
duced to a homeless beggar. Later that day, in a private audience
with the pope, the priest quickly blurted out the story of his en-

counter with the beggar. The priest received word from the Vat-
ican that he was to dine with the Holy Father and was instructed
to bring the homeless man. Though reluctant, the homeless man
accompanied the priest. After dinner John Paul asked to be alone
with the homeless man. After fifteen minutes, the man emerged
from the room in tears. The priest eagerly asked the homeless
man what happened. He recounted that John Paul had asked him
to hear his confession. When he protested that he was a beggar
and no longer a priest, John Paul replied saying: “once a priest,
always a priest!” and “I too come before the Lord as a beggar.”
After asking if  he desired it, John Paul reinstated his priestly 
faculties and the beggar priest heard the confession of the pope.
John Paul then sent him forth, instructing him to return to the
parish where he had sat outside begging, that he was to be an
associate pastor there and minister to his fellow beggars. With
the love of the merciful Father, he welcomed his lost sheep back
into the flock then sent him out to go and do likewise.

Near the end of his pontificate, John Paul canonized St. Maria
Faustina Kowalska, the Polish nun to whom Jesus revealed the
Divine Mercy image and chaplet, and he established Divine
Mercy Sunday as a feast for the whole church. He brought this
message of  Divine Mercy to the world as he travelled to 129
countries while pope. After suffering from Parkinson’s disease
for several years, John Paul died April 2, 2005 on the eve of  
Divine Mercy Sunday. He was canonized by Pope Francis on
April 27, 2014. In his homily at John Paul’s funeral Mass, then-
Cardinal Ratzinger said: “Our Pope — and we all know this —
never wanted to make his own life secure, to keep it for himself;
he wanted to give of  himself  unreservedly, to the very last 
moment, for Christ and thus also for us.”

O Holy Trinity, we thank you for having given to the
Church Pope John Paul II, and for having made him
shine with your fatherly tenderness, the glory of the
Cross of Christ and the splendor of the Spirit of love

He, trusting completely in your infinite mercy and in
the maternal intercession of Mary, has shown himself 
in the likeness of Jesus the Good Shepherd and has
pointed out to us holiness as the path to reach eternal
communion with you. 

Grant us, through his intercession, according to your
will, the grace that we implore, in the hope that he
will soon be numbered among your saints. Amen.

Pope John Paul II blesses
the crowd of about
40,000 gathered for Mass
in the central city of
Santa Clara, Cuba, Jan.
22, 1998. He presided
over a two-hour liturgy
during which he urged
Cubans to turn to Christ
to bolster family life.
(CNS photo/Reuters)

Diocesan Pilgrimage
October 22, 2016 — Pine Ridge
11 a.m.: Exposition and Presentation

Speaker: Bishop Robert Gruss 
“Dives in Misericordia” 

11:30 a.m.: Prayer Experience
Noon-2 p.m.: Reconciliation
2 p.m.: Benediction
3 p.m.: Mass with Bishop Gruss presiding 
4 p.m.: Healing Service

Day of Mercy — in each parish

October 25, 2016
Immaculate Conception, Rapid City
Confession from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Two priests
available at all times with four-five priests
available from 5-7 p.m.
Adoration throughout the day.

Presentation begins at 7 p.m.
Speaker: Fr. Peter Etzel, SJ

“Examen Prayer”
Benediction at 7:45 p.m. Social to follow.

Prayer to St. John Paul II
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“At the very heart of it all, prayer is encounter of
God’s desire for us united with our desire for God.
A life of prayer is a way in which Jesus, through
the Holy Spirit teaches and forms us to be his 
disciples.” (Bishop Robert Gruss, “Through Him,
With Him and In Him”)

Prayer is a personal relationship in
which one grows in intimacy with
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Prayer is not complex. It is quite
simple, if we allow 
ourselves to be drawn into a daily
conversation with Jesus, who al-
ways invites us first. We hear in the
Gospel of Mark, Jesus telling his disci-
ples to call over the blind man 
Bartimaeus. Bartimaeus responds by throwing off
his cloak, springing up and moving towards
Jesus. Jesus says to Bartimaeus, “What do you
want me to do for you?” The blind man simply 
responds, “I want to see.” We must not be afraid
to acknowledge the voice of Jesus when he

speaks to our hearts. Responding to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit in our lives helps us
to answer and to put into action God’s plan for
our lives; a plan that God gradually reveals to us
over time.

Father Scott Traynor in his book, “The Parish
as a School of Prayer: Foundations for the
New Evangelization,” says that, “The first
essential habit of relational prayer is to
acknowledge (notice, see, name, attend
to, become aware of) the thoughts, feel-
ings, and desires that are moving in my

heart. ... What is in our heart is very impor-
tant — not because of some sentimental

reason, but because our thoughts, feelings and
desires shape our actions.” 

This past summer, I was blessed to be able to
hang out with youth from across our diocese 
during Duc In Altum, Girls and Boys Totus Tuus,
Steubenville of the Rockies, and World Youth Day.
These events allowed me to ask our youth the

question, “Where and what is Jesus doing in your 
life?” I would always encourage our young people
to not only name their desire of what they are
seeking from the Lord, but to pray that they will
know God’s plan for them in their lives.

Throughout the summer, I handed out our prayer
cards, To Know One’s Vocation to youth. This is
my favorite part of the prayer. “I believe that you
have a plan for my life, that you have a mission in
your Kingdom reserved for me alone. Your plan
and your mission are far better than any other I
might choose: they will glorify you, fulfill the 
desires of my heart, to bring salvation to the
souls who are depending on my generous 
response.”

Below are two stories from our young people
who attended World Youth Day in Krakow,
Poland, and the Steubenville of the Rockies 
conference in Denver, Colorado. They highlight
that prayer is encounter of God’s desire for us
united with our desire for God.

Hearing God: Encountering Him in Prayer Fr. Mark McCormick: Director of Vocations

Matthew Eastmo: World Youth Day 
The past year has been an extremely stressful one and I found
myself furthering myself from Christ and those who I truly loved. I
was angry and I felt like keeping myself busy would keep my
mind off of the pit of anger that I had inside me. In doing that, I
made less time for God and eventually only thought about him
when I had to (at Mass or when someone else prayed).

As it got closer to this conference, I began to really analyze my
life. Why was I feeling this way? Why did I think this was okay to
do? How can I fix this? I grew heavier and heavier with these
thoughts as this trip drew closer and when it finally came, I wasn't
sure I would get the answers I needed or forgiveness I sought
(not just from God but other people I had hurt as well).

At the conference I learned what it truly meant to forgive and be
forgiven. However, even after forgiving and being forgiven, an
ounce of me still felt like there's no way God would pick me up
and put me right back where I had been spiritually before I
started falling behind. At adoration I felt like a little kid lost in the
darkest part of a maze, scared and afraid that no one would ever
find me. But then, right as I fell to the ground and curled up in the
corner of this maze, I saw my Father (God), approaching me,
flashlight in hand and arms spread wide, waiting for me to run
into his arms so he can hug me as tight as possible and never let
me go.

I've never felt so at peace. They played a song during adoration
and I found I could sing all the words; but as soon as the line,
"wanderer come home, you're not too far." came along, I started
to cry pretty hard. Those words in particular were the equivalent
of getting hugged by God and being told that, “It's okay. I love
you and you are home!”

Paige Ghelsen: Steubenville of the Rockies

OFFICE OF VOCATIONS COURAGE. FIDELITY. SACRIFICE. ALL FOR  LOVE.

Amidst my preparation for World Youth Day, Fr. Mark suggested that I pray about
what grace I would like from God during our pilgrimage. A couple nights later, in
adoration, I sat before the Lord and really thought about what my life needed from
God. In what way could the Lord make me a better Christian? It became clear in my
heart that I am not able to love the way Jesus loves. So, still sitting in front of the
monstrance, I prayed an honest prayer: God, please teach me how to love the way
your Son loved. I want to be able to love without hesitation. I want to be able to put
others in front of myself.  

I kept this desire in the back of my mind throughout WYD, and I looked for ways
God might be working through that desire in my experiences. During the opening
Mass in Krakow, there were so many people, that Eucharistic ministers went out into
the crowds and were just kind of swamped by the congregation in no apparent
order. It took a long time for the line to move and my mind wandered. I imagined a
friend jumping into my arms. Then my daydream changed to me jumping into Jesus'
arms. We were both so happy it caused me to cry. I was so moved and 
focused intently on who I was about to receive in that communion line. When I
finally got to the front, the priest looked as though he had just run out of hosts, then

he lifted up the cloth around the bowl, and one final host fell into his hand. ... for me.
How lucky am I that my Lord opens his arms to me everyday and offers himself to
me! God taught me that I can learn from the love of Jesus everyday at the Mass.

Later in the week, I had the most honest confession of my life. I confessed the things
that I have buried and tried to forget. I had this intense desire for Jesus to love ALL
of me, even the parts I'm most ashamed of. I offered it all to him in that confession.
When I walked out, I looked at the monstrance and was moved to tears again. How
could somebody love the parts of me that I don't even love?

I asked to learn how to love like Jesus loves. What better way to learn it than to 
experience that love firsthand? Through the grace of God, my desire was fulfilled; I
experienced the love and mercy of our Lord in a way I never have before and in 
experiencing it I am able to begin sharing it with others. Read more of Matthew’s
story at www.gods-call.org.



THE ABUNDANT LIFE
“ I  C A M E  T H AT  T H E Y  M AY  H AV E  L I F E ,  A N D  H AV E  I T  A B U N D A N T LY. ”-JOHN 10:10

“The ways of the Lord are not easy, 
but we were not created for an easy life, 

but for great things, for goodness.”
- Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI,

Address to German Pilgrims, Rome    

“do not be satisfied with 
mediocrity. The kingdom of
heaven is for those who are

determined to enter it. do not 
be afraid to be holy! Have the

courage and humility 
to present yourselves to the
world determined to be holy,

since full, true freedom 
is born from holiness.”
- St. John Paul II, Address to 
Youth in Santiago, Spain

“God wants something from you. God
hopes in you. God comes to break
down all our fences. He comes to
open the doors of our lives, our

dreams, our ways of seeing things.
God comes to break open everything

that keeps you closed in. He is 
encouraging you to dream.

He wants to make you see that, 
with you, the world can be different.
For the fact is, unless you offer the
best of yourselves, the world will

never be different. My friends, Jesus is
the Lord of risk, of eternal ‘more.’ 
Jesus is not the Lord of comfort, 

security and ease.”
- Pope Francis, WYD Krakow, Poland
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The culture of my parish really helped me to discern the
seminary because they were always talking to me, inviting
me to parish and local events as well as inviting me to
help out with things such as religious education in the
church. Parishioners frequently affirmed in me qualities
that resembled those of priesthood and constantly 
encouraged me to find out more about a vocation. This
only strengthened what I was feeling in my heart. My 
family has also offered tremendous support for my 
discernment even though it meant great sacrifice on their

part because they could see a vocation to the priesthood
as a real thing in my life. The encouragement from people
throughout the diocese with little nudges to look into
seminary and questions as to why I never went to 
seminary started wheels turning in my mind and heart in
an enormous way. The thought that keeps running
through my mind is "When God nudges you to talk to
someone or to say something positive to them, do it. You
never know the profound effect that may have on 
someone."

This summer I was immersed in a culture where people
showed you that giving up comfort and striving for great-
ness is attractive and where priests and seminarians could
show me they are not perfect people in their own perfect
world, but normal people trying to make the world

Christ’s through their own unique greatness. I’ve lived in
the world and have been quite comfortable. Now it is time
to let God work greatness through me, so I may bring his
joy to others.

Over the course of high school and during my summers,
our Lord, full of infinite wisdom, crossed my path with
many other religious women and spiritual directors who
guided me in a constant search for truth and continually
encouraged my discernment of Christ’s plan for my life.
St. Augustine once stated, “Our hearts are restless until
they rest in you, O Lord.” How true it is! As discernment

became more serious, the peace and joy that filled my
soul from resting in Christ’s love was all I needed for 
affirmation that this was his desire for me. I only felt
fulfilled if I was focused on him. I only felt most happy
when I directed the eyes of my heart towards his 
merciful gaze. I knew only one path could satisfy my thirst
for this intimate truth and love: religious life.

Although I had only ever thought of religious life once 
before going to college, the culture of my home parish,
St. Patrick in Wall, and my family was rooted in deep faith
and trust in God's love. It was first through my 
family's dedication of showing me the love of Christ and
then encountering that love even further in my parish
family that my heart was influenced to seek God and 
desire to know him even deeper. Through the many

faithful people of the diocese who supported and 
encouraged vocations to the religious life, I was given
great hope that I would always have many people praying
for me as I sought to do God's will by becoming a 
religious sister. The joyful support of each person I have
met in the diocese has affirmed my desire to give my life
totally to Jesus and to trust that in the Heart of Christ we
are always together.

Josh Lee
Seminarian from Faith, SD

Todd Vandermay
Seminarian from Long Valley, SD

Audree Blankhartz
Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia in Nashville

Sr. Joan Kolbe
The Marian Sisters of Lincoln, NE

FOR IDEAS AND INSPIRATION ON HOW TO SUPPORT 
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FOR MORE 
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ABUNDANT LIFE
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

GODS-CALL.ORG
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I was recently talking to a Massa-
chusetts family with a 21-year-old son
on the autism spectrum. Because of the
Asperger syndrome and obsessive
compulsive disorder that have affected
him since childhood, he is only about
13 or 14 in his understanding and be-
haviors. Jimmy (not his real name) has
been in and out of mental institutions
and recently had to be placed into a
group home because his single mom
could no longer manage him at home.

Jimmy came from a good family,
conscientious and Catholic, raised in a
clean environment by his mother and
grandmother, who hoped to see him
cared for in a protected and secure set-
ting at the group home. Soon they saw,
however, that there were issues: the
residents had unlimited TV access in
their private rooms; there seemed to be
high worker turnover; and some of the
tattooed staff were not only heavy
smokers but used foul language.

Things took an unexpected turn as
Jimmy prepared to celebrate his 21st
birthday. Others at the group home
started pushing him to visit the strip
club in a nearby town now that he was
“going to be an adult.” Always guile-
less, and never hesitant to talk openly
about whatever was going on around
him, Jimmy blurted out to his grand-
mother that the group home staff were
going to drive him the next weekend to
the Foxy Lady Club. 

A series of phone calls ensued.
When the grandmother spoke with a
staff member at the home, she was in-
formed there was nothing she could do
to prevent it, that the group home rou-
tinely offered transportation to the strip
club not only for their residents, but for
residents of the other group homes run
by the same company in nearby towns.
The staff member said that Jimmy was
now 21 and the group home had to let
him do what he wanted. A second
phone call to the staff supervisor re-
sulted in the same song and dance: the

group home had no choice but to cater
to his wishes; he was within his legal
rights now that he was 21; they would
drive others at the home to the strip
club, etc. 

Finally, the grandmother called the
Massachusetts Department of Develop-
mental Services, which had contracted
with the company running the group
home, and spoke to the woman in
charge of Jimmy’s case. She noted that
Jimmy was not only within his legal
rights, but it was, she asserted, a matter
of basic human rights to allow him to
go to the strip club. His grandmother
replied it would be a failure to care for
persons with mental disabilities if care-
takers facilitated sexually-addictive
practices, which such persons were
prone to engage in anyway, often strug-
gling with self-control and masturba-
tory behaviors, and this might set them
up for a trip back to the mental hospital. 

When she continued to protest that
visiting such a club was not a good or
moral activity, the official replied,
“Well, if you’re concerned about ‘val-
ues,’ I leave my values at the door
every time I go to work in order to get
my job done.”

Cases like Jimmy’s serve as a dis-
appointing reminder of how low the bar
has come to be set in certain segments
of our society. The misappropriation of
public tax money by state agencies to
subsidize damaging behaviors in a vul-
nerable patient population is also re-
grettable and fundamentally unjust. The
family’s struggles further highlight an
astonishing cultural misunderstanding
around the idea of “human rights.” To
suggest that the activity of leering lech-
erously at the bodies of naked women
is a “basic human right” is itself a pro-
found perversion, and represents a lam-
entable instance of outright moral
bankruptcy. 

Probably the most striking ele-
ment of a case like Jimmy’s is the re-
markably well-honed ability of some

who serve in positions of authority and
leadership — while professing to be
“good” or even “religious” people — to
jettison their values and beliefs the mo-
ment they are called upon to stand up
and defend what is right.

Because individuals like Jimmy
are consistently unable to make good
decisions on their own behalf, it goes
without saying that they require a
guardian to attend to their interests and
protect them. Yet legal guardians, like
Jimmy’s grandmother, are finding
themselves in the unenviable position
of being ignored on certain issues by
those entrusted with the care of institu-
tionalized residents, apparently deter-
mined to bypass the guardian’s will
whenever specific sexual agendas or
views about “rights” need to be duly
imposed.

Good parents never drive their
children to strip clubs, and neither

should any institution entrusted with a
protective parental role; on the con-
trary, such institutions should erect ap-
propriate boundaries and limits on
harmful behaviors, so their residents
can grow and flourish, contribute posi-
tively to society, and perhaps one day
become good and mature moral agents
themselves.

Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of
the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the
Director of Education at The National Catholic
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See www.ncb
center.org.

Leaving our values at the door of the strip club
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Reconcilation and 
Communities

Two Envisioning Team members
were asked what has to happen before
we can genuinely invite others to expe-
rience the good news of God’s love
through an encounter with Jesus. Fr.
Christopher Johnson, Pine Ridge,
said, “We need to recognize that we
have failed in love, and we need to be-
lieve that God, who is love, came

among us as one of us to share the good
news and that despite our failures, we
can, in any moment, discover how we
have gone astray, correct course, and
step into the  kingdom of God.  We then
need to see others as we see ourselves,
as loved sinners longing for commun-
ion.” 

Fr. Steve Biegler, Rapid City,
said. “One thing we need to realize
is our mission to be ‘church’ is
inviting others to experience the
good news.

“We have gained some ground in
that territory, we are getting people to
understand that our mission is to evan-
gelize and reach out. We are helping
people see that a parish is a mission
center — I think that’s an image used
by Pope Francis.

“If we are going to invite them here
they have to have a place to land that
they feel is welcoming and safe. Obvi-
ously that means a place of hospitality. 

“A lot of people don’t see them-
selves as people who invite, welcome
or evangelize. 

“My experience in the last several
years, is that for people who are
unchurched or who are not regular in a
Catholic faith journey, the Mass is too
much for them.

“I would say before we can gen-
uinely invite people we need another
place for them to enter. We have to ex-
plore that, another experience of  prayer
and liturgy that might not be the Mass.
It might be an adoration experience or
healing service. But we need to figure
out some of the language from the
Making Disciples workshop; we need a
‘lower threshold.’ 

“I’ve found, for example, that cou-
ples who come for marriage or baptism
instruction, are exploring, but not sure
they want full participation. They need
an in between step.” 

The priests also considered how our
core values need to influence the way
we work towards reconciliation in the
church and local communities. 

Father Johnson said, “Through
prayer we find ourselves loved and
called to love.  Through prayer we find
ourselves children of God, surrounded
by brothers and sisters. In the sufferings
of our brothers and sisters, we find that
we too suffer, and our hearts reach out

in love. When our families pray
and foster care for one another,
reconciliation happens. In see-
ing all people as children of
God, as brothers and sisters,
this reconciliation can extend

throughout the world.”   
Father Biegler added, “Everyone on

the Envisioning Team was convinced
that prayer is the most valuable place to
start. The work of prayer, which is a
spiritual work, is integral to the success
of any ministry in the church. I always
tell people who come to confession, and
need reconciliation with someone, to
pray for that person. Pray for the grace
you need for yourself. God can work
something through prayer in ways that
we could never work. 

“Many people who say in confes-
sion, ‘I know God forgives me, I can’t
forgive myself.’ Then, they are not re-
ceiving God’s forgivenesss. We aren’t
very good at receiving mercy and I
don’t think they really believe in
Christ’s mercy.” 

“Solidarity is a really strong value
for being a brother or sister toward
everyone, we think of reconciliation
with people who have hurt us, we might
not think of people we may have ig-
nored, immigrants, unborn, elderly, and
other races.”

Making Disciples with Prayer
The Mass is the source and summit

of becoming disciples ourselves, so we
can  go out to make disciples of others.
Fr. Michel Mulloy, an Envisioning
Team Member from McLaughlin, said,
“Being a disciple of Jesus requires
spending time with the Master. Spend-
ing time with Jesus can take many
forms, but there is no substitute for
praying the Mass. The Mass is Jesus’

self-surrender to God the Father
through the Holy Spirit. As we cele-
brate Mass, we join with Jesus and
learn over and over how to live our dis-
cipleship.” 

Father Mulloy also explained that
being in love with Christ forms the
basis of our desire to spread his Gospel.

“When I love someone, the loved
one is the source of my activity and the
end of all I do. I want others to know
the one who has captured my heart.
When I love the Lord, then I want to
spread the good news of who he is to
everyone I meet so that they can come
to know and love him as well.”

The practice of loving Christ in-
spires a conversion of hearts and
minds. At the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City, Stephanie
Hatley joined the Catholic Church at
Easter Vigil. She said, “My conversion
was an entire mind, body, and soul
transformation. From my daily thought
patterns and attitude, to my physical
health, to my heart’s deepest desires, I
am literally a new creation.” 

Hatley works as a cleaning lady. She
began getting several new clients who
were Catholic. She talked to them
about church doctrine and started re-
searching things on her own. Two of
her clients she said were particularly in-
fluential, Courtney and Nancy Lien.
Courtney served as her sponsor going
through RCIA. 

“I was trying to cope with the
wounds of an absent father, I spent 14
years searching for love and happiness
in the world. I lived a noisy life, des-
perately seeking the approval of others,
while attempting to mask the pain and
guilt with alcohol and drugs,” Hatley
said. 

She continued, “God captivated me
with his mercy. As my heart began to
embrace what Jesus endured for us, my
life rapidly began to change. My 
addictions and bad habits fell away. 

—RECONCILE—
Deacon Greg Sass
Retuning Catholics
Program
Call 939-0579

The Returning Catholic
Program is a series of six classes for
people who have been away from the
church and are interested in returning.
Deacon Sass sees it as stewardship —
an ongoing invitation that calls for mak-
ing room for others. 

He said to welcome someone who
has been away from the church, first
meet him or her where they are. He ad-
vises asking if there is anything they
would like you to pray about in their life.
“That can be such a simple little thing and
it is easy to do,” he said. 

In the Book of Matthew it says, “knock,
and it shall be opened unto you.” Deacon
Sass sees himself standing by the door,
inviting people in and answering their
questions. “I may not know the answer to
every question; however, I tell them I will
find it for them,” he said. Keeping Jesus
in mind, he does not chide them for not
attending Mass. He looks at their strug-
gles and compares them to areas where
he himself has struggled. 

“Most of the people who attend are di-
vorced. I had one person come through
the program because people asked her
why she came to church — she was a
divorcee. She left the church because
others did not understand the church’s
teachings,” said Deacon Sass. 

“It is important for everyone to know
and keep studying our faith. The educa-
tion on church teaching is the real bene-
fit of this program. It is giving them that
information in a non-threatening way and
helping them with mercy and forgive-
ness,” he said. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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I began to love my work, appreciate my
family, and have a profound desire to
live life God's way. 

“In search of the truth, led by prayer,
I came in to full communion with the
Catholic Church. It is through His
church I have been able to experience
the grace and mercy I have needed all
my life,” said Hatley. 

Living Our Faith 
In living the mission of the church

and diocese, first we need to recognize
that all people, at all stages of life, are

important. Sue Jimmerson, Rapid
City,  has been active for many years
with the Pro-Life Commission, which
subsequently became the Social Justice
Commission. 

Jimmerson said, “As Catholics and
Christians we believe that human life is
a gift from God, each person is created
in God’s image and thus deserving of
care and protection. Our challenge is to
promote human dignity, extending from
conception, through all situations in
life, until natural death. 

“Unfortunately, our culture can re-
duce the value of a human person to an
arbitrary standard that can change
through laws like Roe v. Wade or  as-
sisted suicide legislation. A utilitarian
view looks only at how a life would
benefit others, e.g. embryonic stem cell
research, the buying and selling of un-
born baby parts, pornography, sex or
labor trafficking, unjust wages.

Jimmerson has worked with many
inter-denominational and secular
groups promoting the dignity of life
over the years.

“We don’t need religion to recognize
that fetal development is part of the
wondrous progression of human life;
that poverty, unsafe living conditions,
and lack of food or medical care are
detrimental; or that abortion and as-
sisted suicide are violence. Advance-
ments in science and increased
knowledge of conditions that hinder or
degrade life can form our thinking and
actions. There are even national atheist
groups which have become involved in
supporting pro-life causes.  

“For example, young pro-life pagans
participated in the Texas March for Life
this year; Secular Pro-Life defends life
in blogs and on college campuses; and
Pro-Life Humanists are defenders of
the marginalized and champions of
human life.”

She continued, “In S.D., there are
many secular or non-religious groups
that affirm the dignity of human life and
strive to protect it. We could not have

made progress in promoting pro-life
causes without uniting with such
groups. Christian faiths and those with
no religious faith have worked to limit
Planned Parenthood’s work in Rapid
City; with a civic group in Lead to ban
nude dancing and adult-oriented busi-
ness advertising; and with various
groups on state legislation. These have
always been inspirational and dynamic
alliances. Today, the Social Justice
Commission and parish groups help
promote or aid pro-life efforts by Habi-
tat for Humanity, Fair Trade, Right to
Life, and Family Heritage Alliance.” 

Being pro-life means more than just
advocating on behalf of life, it means
lending a helping hand. At Catholic So-
cial Services, Family Services Supervi-
sor, Natalie Lecy works with the
Uplifting Parents Program. It is a coali-
tion of more than 30 Rapid City social
service agencies combining resources
to lift single parents out of poverty. 

Started in April 2014, the program
has nine graduates and 14 current par-
ticipants working on a degree or learn-
ing skills that will allow them to
provide a better life for themselves and
their children. 

Lecy said, “This program is so near
and dear to my heart. You are working
in the trenches with folks doing every-
thing they can to raise their family out
of poverty and to create a life for their
kids that most of them never had them-
selves.

“I’ve been doing social work for
over 10 years and this is one of the most
inspiring programs to work with. You
see close to immediate change when
people are accepted into the program.
They receive scholarship and stipend
money, often times they can put their
children in childcare or enroll in an ed-
ucation program that they never
thought they’d be able to go into.”

The program helps with needs like:
tuition, books, transportation, housing,
and childcare. Applicants must have a
concrete goal and a workable time line.

—MAKE DISCIPLES—

The Envisioning Team determined
prayer is the first value. Adoration is
praying in front of the Blessed Sacra-
ment. According to Valarie Brown, Faith,
Adoration is held after Friday morning
daily Masses.The parish started it when
(the late) Fr. Brian Fawcett served the
parish in the 90s. Brown’s husband, Dea-
con Larry Brown, was in-
strumental in getting it
started. She said it was
originally a time to pray for
vocations and the parish
has had a two men go to
the seminary to 
discern a vocation.

“Adoration is a call to spend time with
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. It’s a
different kind of prayer. You might say
your daily prayers quickly and go on with
your day. This is a time of quiet,” said
Brown. She said she gets a sense of
peace and quiet. “It’s a time you can ask
God for things in a more personal way,”
said Brown. 

Deacon Ray Klein, Belle Fourche,
said, “Adoration is being
alone with Jesus. We
know Jesus is in the
church. We should know
He is in everybody we
meet, but we don’t. 

“Adoration is calming, it
seems you go in there with
your problems and just sit
— sometimes the prayer is just to sit
there and look — sometimes the an-
swers or solutions to a problem just pop
into your head,” he said. 

Adoration “Everything Love INC., does is a
shared ministry of our area churches
coming together and giving parishioners
an opportunity to put their faith to work.
They don’t have to create a roll, its al-
ready there for them to step into,” he
said. 

The main office is in Rapid City and
this year Love INC., is also working in
Sturgis.

“We have a lot of individual volunteers
and church congregations involved.
Classes are taught by volunteers or 
organizations. The night starts out with a
meal provided by an area church, and
there is child care provided for adult
classes,” said Litenberg. 

He said word of mouth is a powerful
way to attract people to their programs.
“For instance, Catholic Social Services
has excellent parenting classes.They are
pulling in people through their organiza-
tion. We are pulling people in through
ours. We are doing what we can to pro-
mote brother agencies.”

One of the programs under develop-
ment is “Thrive” an outdoor adventure 
resale store. The store will be an 
employment opportunity for youth that
will include mentoring in job and life
skills. The program will also have walk-
ing, biking and running events.

Fall classes:
Financial Freedom; Bridges to Free-

dom, Star Quilting 101; Strengthening
Families, Common Sense Parenting,
Concerned Persons Study, Jobs Class,
Nutrition on a Budget, Christianity 
Explored, Rebuild Your Broken World,
Marriage, Stepping into Freedom, and
Storyline: Live a better story.

—LIVE THE MISSION—

John Litenberg, Love INC. 
(Love In the Name of Christ)
718-5683

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
“We try to provide wrap-around sup-
port for the entire family. If you are
coming from generational poverty and
you don’t have a support system it’s
easy to fall through the cracks,” she
said.
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By Deirdre A. McQuade

On the eve of World Youth Day 2016
in Poland, Pope Francis gave a beautiful
address urging leaders to support the
family, the “primary and fundamental
cell of society.” Specifically, he urged
them to welcome and protect human
life in all its stages: “Life must always
be welcomed and protected. These two
things go together-welcome and protec-
tion, from conception to natural death.”
The Holy Father said that responsi-

bility for vulnerable families is shared
in a particular way by the institutions of
the state, the church, and society: 
All of us are called to respect life and

care for it. On the other hand, it is the
responsibility of the state, the church
and society to accompany and con-
cretely help all those who find them-
selves in serious difficulty, so that a
child will never be seen as a burden but
as a gift, and those who are most vul-
nerable and poor will not be abandoned.
In Living the Gospel of Life, the U.S.

bishops issued a similar “welcome and
protect” challenge to ordinary citizens
and high-powered leaders alike. 
Written in 1998, its insights remain
fresh and relevant today.
All too often in debates, people pit

the defense of innocent, defenseless
lives in opposition to work promoting
the dignity of other vulnerable persons
throughout the lifespan. From a
Catholic perspective, these issues need

not be in competition, but they must be
held in proper relation to each other for
promotion of the common good. Our
bishops proposed the beautiful image of
the human person as the “living house
of God,” and taught that the right to life
is the foundation on which that house
stands, with all other human dignity 
issues serving as the house’s much-
needed protective walls and cross-
beams.
“Opposition to abortion and 

euthanasia does not excuse indifference
to those who suffer from poverty, 
violence and injustice. ... Catholics
should eagerly involve themselves as
advocates for the weak and marginal-
ized in all these areas,” they taught. The
bishops then explain: 
“If we understand the human person

as the ‘temple of the Holy Spirit’-the
living house of God-then these latter 
issues fall logically into place as the
crossbeams and walls of that house. All
direct attacks on innocent human life,
such as abortion and euthanasia, strike
at the house’s foundation. These di-
rectly and immediately violate the hu-
manperson’s most fundamental right —
the right to life. Neglect of these issues
is the equivalent of building our house
on sand. Such attacks cannot help but
lull the social conscience in ways ulti-
mately destructive of other human
rights (Living the Gospel of Life, 22).
So the bishops’ challenge gives us a

constructive model for thinking about
vital social and political concerns. 
Before voting this coming November,
consider reading the entire statement
along with the more recent Forming
Consciences for Faithful Citizenship
(2015) to enrich your conversations
with friends, family members, and 
colleagues on these critical issues.

(Deirdre A. McQuade is assistant di-
rector of Pro-Life Communications at
the Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities,

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.
For more on the bishops' pro-life work,
see www.usccb.org/prolife.)
Read Living the Gospel of Life at

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/human-life-and-dignity/abor-
tion/ living-the-gospel-of-life.cfm.
Read Forming Consciences for Faith-
ful Citizenship at http://www.usccb.
org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizen
ship/upload/forming-conscie nces-for-
faithful-citizenship.pdf.

Welcome and protect life

On Sept 9, Deacon Tom Lane died at
age 90. He was born in Rapid City on
April 8, 1926. Graduating from high
school a year early because of WWII,
he found out that a knee injury from a
fall years earlier would wash him out
of the service. He studied chemistry at
South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology, Rapid City. A life-long

booster of Tech, Tom
was awarded an hon-
orary Doctor of Let-
ters after delivering
the winter com-
mencement address
in 1986.
After the war, he

went to work for
Western Airlines.
During that time he
married a speech

therapist from Iowa named Patsy
Kelly. They were married 59 years be-
fore Pat died in 2009. 
He left the airlines after 10 years to

partner in an upstart insurance agency
with Howard Kluthe. For 35 years he
worked in insurance. He also served
on a number of local/national boards
and local/regional government posi-
tions. Tom was president of the Rapid
City Chamber of Commerce during the
1972 Flood, elected to a term on the
Rapid City Common Council, and in
1979 was president of the S.D. State
Chamber of Commerce. He served on
the boards that built the Regional Hos-
pital, Regional Airport, Mount Rush-
more Society (VP during the $40 mil

renovation), Dahl Fine Arts Center, and
YMCA, served almost 20 years on the
board of Black Hills Corp, was vice
president of the Nat’l. Assoc.. of Ind.
Agents and represented the bishop on
the Catholic School Board. Tom was
also heavily involved in Knights of
Columbus, the Boy Scouts, Lions Club,
RC Builder’s Exchange, Board of the RC
Econ. Dev. Foundation, Trustee of Na-
tional College of Business, Board of
Westhills Village, CASA, and Hospice of
the Black Hills.
In 1985, he was ordained a perma-

nent deacon in the Catholic Church
and served 20 years.
Tom loved hunting, fishing, and

camping, and raising his children to
appreciate the natural beauty around
them. In 1969, He purchased a small
motel in  Silver City which the family
ran for many summers. 
He is survived by sons Kelly (Becky)

Lane and Tim Lane, both of RC, Mary
(Joe) McElroy of PA, and Michaela
(Rick) Duprey, Fr. Brian Lane, and Jim
Lane, all of Rapid City, 20 grandchil-
dren, 11 great-grandchildren and one
brother-in-law. He was preceded in
death by his wife, Pat, one daughter,
Bridget Hansen, and two siblings,
Michaela Younghein and Mary Pat Biel-
maier, and brother-in-law Sam
Younghein.
Christian Funeral Mass was Sept. 13,

at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, Bishop Robert Gruss
presided. Burial is in Mount Calvary
Cemetery. 

Obituary
Deacon Tom Lane, 90, retired deacon

In Your Prayers
Birthdays: October 12, Fr. Godfrey Muwanga; October 15, Fr. Tim Hoag; October 21,
Fr. Christianus Hendrik, SCJ; October 28, Fr. Gary Oreshoski. Ordinations: October
14, Fr. Christianus Hendrik, SCJ; October 19, Fr. Marcin Garbacz; October 25, Fr.
Riccardo Pennati. Necrology: October 6, 1973, Peter Kelly; October 9, 2011, Brian
Fawcett; October 10, 1955, Harold Fuller, SJ; October 13, 1954, William Con-
naughton; October 14, 1906, Peter Rosen; October 14, 1953, Godfrey Nau; October
14, 1962, James Shannon; October 14, 1967, Hubert McDonald; October 14, 1988,
Bernard Shanley; October 16, 1920, Aloysius Menne, SJ; October 16, 1940, Bernard
Strassmaier, OSB; October 16, 1955, Joseph O’Connell; October 16, 1982, William
Renn, SJ; October 17, 1907, James Gleeson, CSC; October 20, 1982, Robert Demeyer,
SJ; October 21, 1929, John Edgeworth; October 23, 1942, Paul Kinney; October 24,
1917, Charles Goergen; October 24, 1975, George Stroh, SJ; October 26, 1921, Arthur
Belknap; October 26, 2009, David Orians; October 27, 1947, Amandus Boelaars; Oc-
tober 28, 1954, Eugene Buechel, SJ; October 30, 1975, Robert Whiteside; October
31, 1929, Henry Groethe, SJ.
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By Sr. Florence 
McManamen, OSB

sThe Benedictine community wel-
comes Father Tom Hillenbrand back
as our chaplain for a few weeks. He
arrived on Sept. 19 and leaves us on
Oct. 13. This means that he will be
here on October 11 for the Catholic
Social Services Annual Banquet when
our former bishop, Archbishop
Charles Chaput, OFM Cap., is the
main speaker and Father Hillenbrand’s
relative, Ray Hillenbrand, is the 2016
Catholic Social Services Founders
Award honoree. Father Hillenbrand is
a former abbot of Blue Cloud Abbey
and is now a member of the Mission-
ary Benedictines at Schuyler, Neb.
sOver the summer many guests have

enjoyed the peace and quiet of the
monastery and the beauty and history
of western South Dakota. Some guests
come for a retreat or time for reflec-
tion, others are relatives, while others
enjoy the monastic atmosphere as the
background of their sight seeing in the
area.

sThe September issue of the West
River Catholic focuses on vocations.
God loves each person and gives that

person the gifts needed for fulfillment
in adult life. Usually a person thinks
about what he or she would like to be
around seven years old. Young people
experience the married state and 
family life every day. If they attend
church, the priestly vocation is 
experienced in varying degrees. In
many cases there is very little 
experience of or information regard-
ing religious life for men or women.

We are happy that the Pastoral Plan
for the Rapid City Diocese includes Vo-
cation Ministry. Through this ministry
it is hoped that each parish will form a
Vocations Committee through which
the faith community can become a
“fruitful environment in which men and
women are encouraged to be open to
God’s call.”* One of our Benedictine
community’s most treasured ministries
is that of prayer. As a community and
individually we pray for strong voca-
tions to the married, priesthood, and re-
ligious life. We also sponsor bi-monthly
Benedictine weekends and we have lots
of material on religious life. We will be
happy to assist in any way we can. 

*“Through Him, With Him, and In
Him,” p. 124.

Veritatis Splendor Institute
Carol Cooper, a religion teacher at St. Thomas More High School, Rapid City,
was commissioned as a graduate of the Veritatis Splendor Institute master
program, Sunday, Sept. 11. Bishop Robert Gruss awarded certificates to 19
people completing the basic certification program and 22 people completing
the master certification course. The classes are sponsored by the Diocesan 
Office of Faith Formation to prepare disciples of Christ for the mission of the
Catholic Church. The Mass was held at the Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Holy
Cross Chapel, Rapid City. For more information on the program contact 
Director Susan Safford at 716-5214 ext. 230 or Administrative Assistant Susan
Thompson at the same phone number, ext. 221. (WRC photo)

25th Anniversary
Father Brian Christensen, Rome, raises his hands to bless Fr. Mark McCormick. 
Father McCormick celebrated his 25th anniversary of ordination at his home
parish, Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City. At the left is Blesses Sacrament
pastor Father Brian Lane and in the center, Deacon Larry Kopriva. The Mass
was held July 17. Father McCormick was ordained June 6, 1991, at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help by then-Bishop Charles Chaput. 
(WRC photo)

Information on religious life sparse

The Chancery Offices will be closed Monday, October 10, 
in observance of Native American Day
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A Safe Environment for Children and Young People
The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and maintaining the

safest possible environment for our children and young people. To report allegations of sexual
abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure
confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418
(cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All information will be treated 
confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil 
authorities. 

In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children or
young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of Rapid
City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan

website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

The Dakota Access Pipeline is a
$3.7 billion project that could change
the oil industry and America’s depend-
ence on foreign oil forever. The 1,172
mile pipeline would stretch from the
oil rich Bakken Formation where
Montana, North Dakota and Canada
meet and track Southeast through
South Dakota, Iowa and Illinois. 
The U.S. Geological Survey esti-

mates that the oil deposit is massive
and has the capability of generating
7.4 billion barrels of oil. That is 19.7
million gallons of oil each day or the
equivalent of 374.3 million gallons of
gasoline daily. 
This is a very controversial and

contentious issue. Arguments on both
sides have garnered supporters. Those
in favor of the pipeline cite economic
benefits, a decrease in U.S. reliance on
foreign oil and creation of thousands
of construction jobs. Those opposed to
the project contrast with arguments of
desecration of sacred and ceremonial
sites, environmental concerns, possi-

ble contamination due to breaches and
eventual greenhouse gas emissions.
More than 187,000 people  have
signed online petitions opposing the
project. 
When does it all end? Is this an-

other gold rush as was witnessed in
the late 1800’s when gold was discov-
ered in the Black Hills and treaties
were broken and many died because
of greed? Who cares for or watches
what happens to the environment and
the eventual effects on Mother Earth?
We have only one earth and we are
slowly watching the
demise and devas-
tation of our
beloved home. 
If we can see

beyond all the po-
litical rhetoric and
look at the science,
we see that some-
thing is happening to
our planet, whether it be
global warming or the earth just mak-
ing repairs to herself because of our
neglect. It’s obvious if you want to

look at the truth. Whatever is happen-
ing to Mother Earth is happening at an
alarming rate. 
Our earth is a creation of God. The

book of Genesis explains the wonder-
ful creation of our world. God’s Spirit
moving over the darkness and water
brought forth the most beautiful gift
imaginable to humanity. A home full
of wonder and awe, a spectacular
place. 
Who would conceive of running an

oil pipeline under our water supply?
One breach could cause a major catas-
trophe all the way to the Gulf of Mex-
ico. Is it really worth the risk? All the
money generated from the pipeline in
forms of land payments, supply and
equipment purchases, wages for work-
ers, taxes and other profits will not
last as long as the devastating effects
of a pipeline rupture under the Mis-
souri River. Our water and the sur-
rounding land will be contaminated
for many years.
The people who have come to-

gether and are protesting the pipeline
are in support of protecting the land
and water. They are trying to protect
our American liberties to clean water
and an environment free of toxins and
chemical gas emissions. They are war-
riors in the front lines fighting for all
people. But more importantly, they are
fighting for the water and Mother
Earth so that future generations will
enjoy the same amenities that we
enjoy.

Concerns for Mni Wiconi-water of life 1000 Rosaries
When Dot DeBell,
Rapid City, heard the
annual Tekakwitha
conference was being
held in Rapid City,
next summer, she 
volunteered to make
1000 rosaries. (Below)
She is almost half way
through her project. The rosaries are
shown hanging from her walker. The 
colors were chosen to represent the 
Medicine Wheel in Lakota culture. They
will be included in the gift bags given to
participants in the conference. 
(WRC photos)
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Couple celebrates 76
years of marriage
Gerald and Marie Sylva celebrated 76
years of marriage March 11. The cou-
ple was married at St. Lawrence
Church, Houtzdale, Penn. They are
members of St. John the Evangelist
Parish, Ft. Pierre. (Courtesy photo)

“Just 5 Days” missions trip
Fourteen middle school students from Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City,
went on a “Just 5 days” mission trip to Davenport, Iowa. There they met
about 35 other middle school students who were participating in the mission
trip. They spent the five days on the campus of St. Ambrose University work-
ing on different projects throughout the city: general maintenance and yard
work at a domestic abuse shelter, a home for the disabled, and a nursing
home; hosting an ice-cream social at the home for the disabled; and interact-
ing with nursing home residents. (Photo courtesy of Jackie Kuhn)

Gregory County Youth Gatherings
Father Mark Horn and family invited the youth throughout the county to enjoy
an evening of volleyball, food, fellowship, and prayer by the fire pit to kick
off the school year. The Young Christian Adult Group also held a gathering at
the Golf Course for a Best Ball Golf Gathering with burger bar. (Courtesy
photo)

September 2016

On the first day students returned to
Red Cloud for the school year, new
high school principal Clare Huerter was
beaming. She’d been waiting all sum-
mer to see the students again.

A graduate from Creighton Univer-
sity in her hometown of Omaha, Clare
first came to Red Cloud as a volunteer
through the Magis Catholic Teacher
Corps. Clare immersed herself in the
life of a Red Cloud volunteer, teaching
freshman English, driving a bus route,
and sponsoring the school’s hackey
sack club.

Although this is her first year as prin-
cipal, Huerter is a familiar face at Red
Cloud. This year is Huerter’s fifth at the
high school, where she most recently
served as dean of students.

New Assistant Principal, Alex
Mackey, and a newcomer to Red Cloud
has worked on Pine Ridge Reservation
five years. At the start of his senior year
at the University of Texas, Austin,
Mackey applied for Teach for America
and the Peace Corps. His decision to
pursue the former brought him to the
reservation, where he taught English at
Little Wound School. During his last
two years in TFA, Alex worked towards
earning a degree in administration from
Oglala Lakota College.

After obtaining his degree, he landed
at Red Cloud because of its record of
preparing students for college.

Juliana Taken Alive is the new grade
school principal. Taken Alive is origi-
nally from Standing Rock, where she
recently finished her term as the presi-
dent of the McLaughlin school board.
She comes to Red Cloud with 14 years
of K-8 classroom experience in addi-
tion to 5 years of educational leadership
roles and nearly twenty years in total
working in Native Education. 

Read more about the new principals at
h t t p : / /www. redc loudschoo l . o rg /our
story/20160913/three-new-principals-ready-
to-lead-and-forge-connections. Article cour-
tesy of Red Cloud Indian School.

Three New Principals
Ready to Lead at Red
Cloud Indian School
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Bishop’s Golf Classic
(Not pictured in order) Mike Headley, Eric Monroe, Wayne Klein, and Bob 
Morcom, participate in the Bishop’s Golf Classic in August. Headley (far left)
tied with John Schaack for first place in the putting contest. The Western
South Dakota Catholic Foundation teamed up with Catholic Social Services
and the Rapid City Catholic School System to host the tournament and Bunco
fundraiser. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth) 

Centennial celebration
Parishioners at Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont, celebrated 100 years on
September 10, with Mass celebrated by Bishop Robert Gruss, dinner, and a
dance. Mass also included the installation of Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek as the
twentieth pastor of the parish. (Above) Deacon Greg Sass and Bishop Gruss
look on as Fr. Wyrostek shakes hands of members of the pastoral council. Dur-
ing the installation, the priest is presented with those who will assist him in
ministry, which includes the parish staff, pastoral council, and parish trustees. 

(WRC photo)
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The Officers and Directors of Catholic Social Services 
cordially invite you to attend our 

Tuesday, October 11, 2016 — 6-8 p.m.
Rushmore Plaza Civic Center, LaCroix Ballroom

2016 HONOREES
Hettick Family

Audrey Kirkpatrick
Renee Parker

l

ORDER OF 
SAINT BENEDICT

AWARDAnnual Banquet

The Order of Saint Benedict honors 
individuals, families, organizations, or a 

community who has dedicated time, talent
and resources to helping the poor, 

disenfranchised and the suffering of 
western South Dakota and who exemplifies

the spirit of the Benedictine Sisters 
of St. Martin Monastery.

2016 FOunDeRS AwARD HOnORee Ray J. Hillenbrand
KeynOTe SpeAKeR The Most Rev. Charles Chaput, OFM Cap, Archbishop of Philadelphia

Ray J. Hillenbrand
President

Dakota Charitable Foundation

The Most Rev.
Charles Chaput, OFM Cap

Archbishop of Philadelphia

Susan Meyer
President

Catholic Social Services

The Most Rev.
Robert Gruss

Bishop of Rapid City

Jim Kinyon
Executive Director

Catholic Social Services

$25 per person — Buffet Dinner 
Save $5 per ticket by ordering online at: www.catholicsocialservicesrapidcity.com

Please RSVP by October 3, 2016     605-348-6086

css@cssrapidcity.com
529 Kansas City Street, Suite 100

Rapid City, SD 57701

Summer Olympics
Youth groups from Blessed Sacrament Church and St. Therese the Little Flower
Church, both in Rapid City, participated in the Ameba Dance during the 
YDisciple Summer Olympics held at Blessed Sacrament August 17. High school
students from Rapid City and Piedmont competed in kayaking, Slip’N Slide
kickball, and volleyball. Our Lady of the Black Hills kids, Piedmont, took home
the gold medal, Blessed Sacrament won the silver, and St. Therese and the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help tied for the bronze medal. (Photo
courtesy Denise Maher)
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September 02, 2016

Most Reverend Robert D. Gruss
Bishop of Rapid City
606 Cathedral Drive
Rapid City, SD 57701

Dear Bishop Gruss:

Based on the results of our recently performed on-site audit of the Diocese of Rapid City, 
the Diocese has been found compliant with all audited Articles within the Charter for the 
Protection of Children and Young People for the 2015/2016 audit period.

The conclusions reached as to the compliance of your Diocese are based upon inquiry, 
observation and the review of specifically requested documentation furnished to StoneBridge
Business Partners during the course of this audit.

Thank you for your cooperation during this process.

Sincerely,

p

StoneBridge Business Partners
Rochester, New York

cc: Secretariat of Child and Youth Protection
Margaret Simonson, Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City

280 Kenneth Drive, Suite 108 | Rochester, New York 14623 | P 585.295.0550 | TF 888.247.9764 | F 585-427.8947 | StoneBridgeBP. com
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St. Joseph Parish, Gregory, in celebration of Saint Teresa’s canonization
Emily Diekmann, Lauryn Diekmann, Miley Janak, and Emily Stevicks( pictured
with Fr. Godfrey Muwanga) passed out prayer cards. (Courtesy photo)

Celebrating
St. Teresa
of Kolkata
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By Becky Berreth

“Our goal here is to develop the ath-
letes physically, of course, but also into
good people,” explained Kristen Shee-
han. “People who are emotionally,
morally, and spiritually rooted.” 

Sheehan is the program director for
“Play Like a Champion Today,” an or-
ganization dedicated to character edu-
cation through sports, headquartered at
the University of Notre Dame, Ind. She
was in Rapid City in late August to pro-
mote the partnership with the Rapid
City Catholic School System. She was
the presenter at a “Coaching as a Min-
istry” clinic and the “Champion Sports
Parent” workshop. 

“This is an important program be-
cause it brings all the stake-holders, stu-
dent-athletes, coaches and parents
together to help make the child’s expe-
rience the best it can be,” explained St.
Thomas More coach  and local certified
trainer for the program, Andy Shaw.
“This workshop reminds parents that
when their student is playing, research
shows that they can best serve their
child by pure support for them, their
teammates and their coaches.”

According the Sheehan, the name of
the program, “Play Like a Champion
Today,” is broken down into three
groups to summarize a healthy attitude
about sports:

Play: Always remember that sports
are a game. When kids work hard, a joy

comes from that hard work. When
sports become work, it becomes a bur-
den and kids don’t want to participate.

Like a Champion: Bringing ones’
best self to each game and each prac-
tice. Every character trait that we see as
indispensable to be a champion — per-
sistence, heart, leadership, positive at-
titude, heart, grit, integrity, and sacrifice
— goes back to the cardinal virtues —
the power to do good and bring joy. 

Today: Every day is a new begin-
ning. Forget about the past and focus on
the present.

Carol Cooper, cross-country coach at
STM, has been using the program with
her student athletes and in her class-
room. In her religion class, she has used
“Play Like a Champion Today” as a re-
minder to be fully present in the here
and the now. 

“To carry the cross you have been
given today, to joyfully celebrate the
gifts you have been given today, and to
respond to the grace to strive for per-
fection, holiness, and sainthood in the
‘stuff’ of today,” she explained.

“In the coaching realm, I have used
the principles of the program to en-
courage athletes to examine the quali-
ties of champions and to acknowledge,
celebrate, and share those qualities
which they feel are already well-devel-
oped within themselves. I also encour-
age them to base their personal goals
for the season on nurturing one of the

qualities of a champion they desire to
further develop within themselves for
the greater good of the team,” she said.

During the parents’ session, they re-
ceived the “10 Commandments for
Sports Parents” and a “Champion
Sports Parents Code of Conduct.” Both
reminded parents to be supportive of
the child during their sports journey and
to remember that it is a game. Have fun. 

LeAnn Wenger, a parent of three stu-
dents in the RCCSS, attended the par-
ents’ workshop and said what she
learned was life changing. “It made me
look within and realize what I need to
do as a parent to help our children suc-
ceed.”

To learn more about the program
visit playlikeachampion.org or email
Andy Shaw ashaw@rccss.org.

Encouraging athletes to ‘Play Like a Champion Today’

BACK TO SCHOOL
RED CLOUD INDIAN SCHOOL,
PINE RIDGE — Third grade
teacher Claire Dille asks her
class for help setting class
goals. The first day of school
for students K-9 was August
22, and the high school
started August 23. The school 
system celebrated back-to-
school with a barbecue and a
meet the teacher night.
(Photo courtesy Ryan Hauck,
Red Cloud Indian School)

RAPID CITY CATHOLIC
SCHOOL SYSTEM, RAPID CITY
— Fifth graders Madison
Schmahl and Emily Williams
present the gifts to Bishop
Robert Gruss during the All
Schools Back-to-School Mass,
Sept. 1, at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
Altar servers Jack Wenger
and Imogen Christian, both
eighth graders, and  Deacon
John Osnes assist. (WRC
photo)



Classifications used by the USCCB are: 
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,

limited adult audiences, films whose 
problematic content many adults 
would find troubling; O, morally 

offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/

movies.htm.

Now 
PlayingY Aoung dults
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Dreaming of  the Caribbean: 
bold adventures, surprise homecomings

The phone call came when
I was boiling sweet corn –
suppertime on a hum-drum
Sunday whose excitement
peaked with a trip to the gro-
cery store. 
It had been months since

I’d spoken with my college
friend Wendy, but she
skipped right over the small
talk: She’s moving to St.
Croix.
When I heard St. Croix, I

thought Wisconsin and the
river I’ve fished with my
brother. But Wendy had been
thinking much bigger, she
clarified: the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands.  
The life she had planned

for herself — a comfortable
one in a quiet Iowa suburb
lined with sidewalks, strollers
and swing sets — no longer
fit. Motherhood, she had
come to discern, is not her
vocation. This was a startling
realization, one she had ar-
rived at with frequent prayer

and utter honesty. 
A series of events that

seemed divinely orchestrated
led her to this juncture, be-
ginning Memorial Weekend
when she was laid up with a
broken arm. Restlessness
made her heart throb and her
fingers tingle, sending them
to the keyboard and a Google
search for job openings in —
of all places — St. Croix,
some 2,500 miles from her
current residence. 
I Googled it too to brush

up on my geography. The
map showed a tiny island sur-
rounded by blue. Puerto Rico.
Images of scuba diving,
horseback riding and white
beaches. An hour’s flight
from Caracas, Venezuela. 
It was time to take a leap

of faith, Wendy told me. Time
for an adventure. 
Sunday night rolled

around — dishwasher load-
ing, Netflix, Etsy — and I
couldn’t stop thinking of St.

Croix. I felt a jolt of
inspiration, and
somewhere folded
in Wendy’s news,
should I acknowl-
edge it, a challenge. 
Couldn’t we all use the

push to finally do the thing
we’ve always wanted to do?
Couldn’t we all use the au-
dacity — that place in the
heart where blood pumps in
equal measures of courage
and impatience — to do it?
My early 20s brought me

across the globe with friends,
with family and for journal-
ism – from Kilkenny, Ireland,
to Ketchikan, Alaska. Praying
in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Strolling through Venice on a
wet, ethereal night. Embrac-
ing the pope in St. Peter’s
Basilica. 
But part of young adult-

hood is letting the slow tilt of
maturity carry your feet to the
ground, like a teeter totter
nearing the grass. It’s figuring
out where to put roots.
Holding onto your adven-
turer’s heart while making
room for responsibility. 
I’ve been thinking about

new beginnings, which you
can almost smell in Sep-
tember, with all the back-
to-school possibilities –
sharp-tipped crayons, blank
notebooks and mighty res-
olutions. 
New beginnings can

come in surprising forms –
and sometimes they lead
you back home, allowing
you to recognize the beauty

that was always in your
midst. The late Eleanor
Boyer, a New Jersey Catholic
who never married, was
given a new shot in 1997,
when, at 72, she won the lot-
tery. Immediately she knew
how to spend her $11.8 mil-
lion winnings: She gave it
away – half to her parish, half
to her hometown.
“No new car, no vacation,”

Eleanor told The New York
Times. “My life is no differ-
ent. I’ve given it up to God. I
live in his presence and do his
will, and I did that from the
start.”
My commitments mean I

won’t be adding a stamp to
the passport this year, so I’m
contemplating adventure in
the broadest sense – from the
life of the mind to the spiri-
tual life, exploring new cor-
ners of my God-given talents
and embracing glimpses of
grace.
I’m pushing myself to find

compelling ways to tell other
people’s stories, all while
writing my own story. One
day I will appreciate how
God brought each chapter to-
gether, marked by a generos-
ity that knows no bounds.

Christina Capecchi is a
freelance writer from Inver
Grove Heights, Minn., and
the editor of SisterStory.org.

Do not say 
‘I am only a youth’ 

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy 
of the Office of Youth 
& Young Adult Ministry

Christina Capecchi

Twenty
Something

Blair Witch ...................A-III
Sully...........................A-III

How do we know that God is merciful?
In many passages in Sacred Scripture God shows that he is 

merciful, especially in the parable of the merciful father (Lk 15)
who goes out to meet his prodigal son, accepts him uncondition-
ally, and celebrates his return and their reconciliation with a 
joyful banquet. (1846, 1870)
Already in the Old Testament God says through the prophet

Ezekiel: “I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that
the wicked turn from his way and live’ (Ez 33:11). Jesus is sent
“to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt 15:24), and he knows
that “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those
who are sick” (Mt 9:12). Therefore he eats with tax collectors and
sinners, and then toward the end of his earthly life he even 
interprets his death as an initiative of God’s merciful love: “This is
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins” (Mt 26:28). (227,524) 

Bridget Jones’s Baby 
(Universal)
British writer Helen Fielding’s
klutzy diarist (Renee Zellweger)
resurfaces in a charming romantic
comedy that proves middle-aged
characters are more than capable
of combining love and laughter to
life-affirming effect. Forty-three-
year-old Bridget, a successful 
television news producer, is 
pregnant but doesn't know whether
the American founder of a 
matchmaking website (Patrick
Dempsey) or her old flame Mark
Darcy (Colin Firth) is the father.
Cleverly balancing physical and
verbal humor, director Sharon
Maguire wrings giggles and 
feel-good warmth from the 
scenario, which features elements
that will make some viewers wince
on its way to celebrating values
that are truly important and 
lasting. Recurring crude sexual 
language and humor, some rough
language, two implied sexual en-
counters, brief upper female and
real male nudity, and an instance
of toilet humor. The Catholic News
Service classification is L — limited
adult audience, films whose prob-
lematic content many adults would
find troubling. The Motion Picture
Association of America rating is R —
restricted. Under 17 requires 
accompanying parent or adult
guardian.



“If indeed ‘the just ordering of society and of the state is a central responsibility of politics,’
the Church ‘cannot and must not remain on the sidelines in the fight for justice.’”1 So
writes Pope Francis, quoting Pope Benedict XVI. 

Our nation faces many political challenges that demand well-informed moral choices: 

The ongoing destruction of a million innocent human lives each year by abortion
Physician-assisted suicide
The redefinition of marriage
The excessive consumption of material goods and the destruction of natural 
resources, harming the environment as well as the poor
Deadly attacks on Christians and other religious minorities throughout the world
Efforts to narrow the definition and exercise of religious freedom
Economic policies that fail to prioritize the needs of poor people, 
at home and abroad
A broken immigration system and a worldwide refugee crisis
Wars, terror, and violence that threaten every aspect of human life and dignity.2

As Catholics, we are part of a community with profound teachings that help us consider
challenges in public life, contribute to greater justice and peace for all people, and evaluate
policy positions, party platforms, and candidates’ promises and actions in light of the Gospel
in order to help build a better world. 

Why Does the Church Teach About 
Issues Affecting Public Policy?
The Church’s obligation to participate in shaping the moral character of society is a 
requirement of our faith, a part of the mission given to us by Jesus Christ. As people of both
faith and reason, Catholics are called to bring truth to political life and to practice Christ’s
commandment to “love one another” (Jn 13:34). 

The US Constitution protects the right of individual believers and religious bodies to
proclaim and live out their faith without government interference, favoritism, or 
discrimination. Civil law should recognize and protect the Church’s right and responsibility
to participate in society without abandoning its moral convictions. Our nation’s tradition of
pluralism is enhanced, not threatened, when religious groups and people of faith bring their
convictions into public life. The Catholic community brings to political dialogue a 
consistent moral framework and broad experience serving those in need. 

Who in the Church Should Participate 
in Political Life?
In the Catholic tradition, responsible citizenship is a virtue, and participation in political life
is a moral obligation. As Catholics, we should be guided more by our moral convictions
than by our attachment to any political party or interest group. In today’s environment,
Catholics may feel politically disenfranchised, sensing that no party  and few candidates fully

share our comprehensive commitment to human life and dignity. This should not 
discourage us. On the contrary, it makes our obligation to act all the more urgent. Catholic
lay women and men need to act on the Church’s moral principles and become more 
involved: running for office, working within political parties, and communicating concerns
to elected officials. Even those who cannot vote should raise their voices on matters that 
affect their lives and the common good. Faithful citizenship is an ongoing responsibility, not
just an election year duty.

How Can Catholic Social Teaching Help 
Guide Our Participation?
In the words of Pope Francis, “progress in building a people in peace, justice and fraternity
depends on four principles related to constant tensions present in every social reality. These
derive from the pillars of the Church’s social doctrine, which serve as ‘primary and 
fundamental parameters of reference for interpreting and evaluating social phenomena.’”3

The four principles include the dignity of the human person, the common good,
subsidiarity, and solidarity. Taken together, these principles provide a moral framework for
Catholic engagement in advancing what we have called a “consistent ethic of life” (Living the
Gospel of Life, no. 22). 

Rightly understood, this ethic does not treat all issues as morally equivalent; nor does it
reduce Catholic teaching to one or two issues. It anchors the Catholic commitment to
defend human life and other human rights, from conception until natural death, in the 
fundamental obligation to respect the dignity of every human being as a child of God. 

Catholic voters should use Catholic teaching to examine candidates’ positions on 

issues and should consider candidates’ integrity, philosophy, and performance. It is 

important for all citizens “to see beyond party politics, to analyze campaign rhetoric critically,

and to choose their political leaders according to principle, not party affiliation or mere 

self-interest” (USCCB, Living the Gospel of Life, no. 33). The following summary of the four

principles highlights several themes of Catholic social teaching for special consideration:

these include human rights and responsibilities, respect for work and the rights of 

workers, care for God’s creation, and the preferential option for the poor and vulnerable.4

The Dignity of the Human Person
Human life is sacred because every person is created in the image and likeness of God.
There is a rich and multifaceted Catholic teaching on human dignity summarized in the
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. Every human being “must always be understood
in his unrepeatable and inviolable uniqueness ... This entails above all the requirement not only 
of simple respect on the part of others, especially political and social institutions and their
leaders with regard to every man and woman on the earth,  but even more, this means that
the primary commitment of each person towards others, and particularly of these same 
institutions, must be for the promotion and integral development of the person” (no. 131).
The Compendium continues, “It is necessary to ‘consider every neighbor without exception

Part I of II: Our Call as Catholic Citizens
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as another self, taking into account first of all his life and the means necessary for living it
with dignity’ (Gaudium et Spes, no. 27). Every political, economic, social, scientific and 
cultural program must be inspired by the awareness of the primacy of each human being
over society.”5

Subsidiarity
It is impossible to promote the dignity of the person without showing concern for the family,
groups, associations, and local realities — in short, for those economic, social, cultural, 
recreational, professional, and political communities to which people spontaneously give life
and which make it possible for them to achieve effective social growth.6 The family, based on
marriage between a man and a woman, is the fundamental unit of society. This sanctuary for
the creation and nurturing of children must not be redefined, undermined, or neglected.
Supporting families should be a priority for economic and social policies. How our society is
organized — in economics and politics, in law and public policy — affects the well-being of
individuals and of society. Every person and association has a right and a duty to participate
in shaping society to promote the well-being of individuals and the common good. 
The principle of subsidiarity reminds us that larger institutions in society should not 

overwhelm or interfere with smaller or local institutions; yet larger institutions have 
essential responsibilities when the more local institutions cannot adequately protect human
dignity, meet human needs, and advance the common good.7

The Common Good
The common good is comprised of “the sum total of social conditions which allow people,
either as groups or as individuals, to reach their fulfilment more fully and more easily.”8

Human dignity is respected and the common good is fostered only if human rights are
protected and basic responsibilities are met. Every human being has a right to life, a right
to religious freedom, and a right to have access to those things required for human decency
— food and shelter, education and employment, health care and housing. Corresponding 
to these rights are duties and responsibilities—to ourselves, to our families, and to 
the larger society.
The economy must serve people, not the other way around. An economic system must

serve the dignity of the human person and the common good by respecting the dignity of
work and protecting the rights of workers. Economic justice calls for decent work at fair,
living wages, a broad and fair legalization program with a path to citizenship for immigrant
workers, and the opportunity for all people to work together for the common good through
their work, ownership, enterprise, investment, participation in unions, and other forms of
economic activity. Workers also have responsibilities — to provide a fair day’s work for a fair
day’s pay, to treat employers and coworkers with respect, and to carry out their work in ways
that contribute to the common good. Workers, employers, and unions should not only 
advance their own interests but also work together to advance economic justice and the 
well-being of all.
We have a duty to care for God’s creation, which Pope Francis refers to in Laudato Si’ as

“our common home.”9 We all are called to be careful stewards of God’s creation and to en-
sure a safe and hospitable environment for vulnerable human beings now and in the future.
Pope Francis, consistent with St. John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI (World Day of Peace
Message, 1990 and 2010), has lifted up pollution, climate change, lack of access to clean
water, and the loss of biodiversity as particular challenges. Pope Francis speaks of an 
“ecological debt” (no. 51) owed by wealthier nations to developing nations. And he calls all
of us to an “ecological conversion” (no. 219), by which “the effects of [our] encounter with
Jesus Christ become evident in [our] relationship with the world around [us].”10 Indeed, this
concern with “natural ecology” is an indispensable part of the broader “human ecology,”
which encompasses not only material but moral and social dimensions as well.

Solidarity 
Solidarity is “a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself to ... the good of all
and of each individual, because we are all really responsible for all.” It is found in “a 
commitment to the good of one’s neighbor with the readiness, in the Gospel sense, to ‘lose
oneself’ for the sake of the other instead of exploiting him, and to ‘serve him’  instead of 
oppressing him for one’s own advantage.”11

We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and 
ideological differences. Our Catholic commitment to solidarity requires that we pursue 
justice, eliminate racism, end human trafficking, protect human rights, seek peace, and
avoid the use of force except as a necessary last resort.
In a special way, our solidarity must find expression in the preferential option for the

poor and vulnerable. A moral test for society is how we treat the weakest among us — the
unborn, those dealing with disabilities or terminal illness, the poor, and the marginalized. 

Conclusion
In light of Catholic teaching, the bishops vigorously repeat their call for a renewed politics
that focuses on moral principles, the promotion of human life and dignity, and the pursuit
of the common good. Political participation in this spirit reflects not only the social 
teaching of our Church but the best traditions of our nation.
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3 Evangelii Gaudium, no. 221.

4 These principles are drawn from a rich tradition more fully described in the Compendium of 

the Social Doctrine of the Church from the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace (Washington, 
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5 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, no. 132. This summary represents only a few 
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Part II of II: Making Moral Choices and Applying Our Principles
This brief document is Part II of a summary of the US bishops’ reflection, Forming Consciences for 

Faithful Citizenship, which complements the teaching of bishops in dioceses and states.

H

Part I of the summary of  the US bishops’ reflection, Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship, considered the core principles that underlie Catholic engagement in the 
political realm. Part II is a consideration of the process by which these principles are 
applied to the act of voting and taking positions on policy issues. It begins with the 
general consideration of the nature of conscience and the role of prudence. The 
application of prudential judgment does not mean that all choices are equally valid 
or that the bishops’ guidance and that of other church leaders is just another political
opinion or policy preference among many others. Rather, Catholics are urged to 
listen carefully to the Church’s teachers when they apply Catholic social teaching to
specific proposals and situations.

How Does the Church Help the Catholic 
Faithful to Speak About Political and 
Social Questions?

A Well-Formed Conscience
The Church equips its members to address political questions by helping them 
develop well-formed consciences. “Conscience is a judgment of reason whereby the
human person recognizes the moral quality of a concrete act. ... [Every person] is
obliged to follow faithfully what he [or she] knows to be just and right” (Catechism of
the Catholic Church, no. 1778). We Catholics have a lifelong obligation to form our
consciences in accord with human reason, enlightened by the teaching of Christ as it
comes to us through the Church. 

The Virtue of Prudence
The Church also encourages Catholics to develop the virtue of prudence, which 
enables us “to discern our true good in every circumstance and to choose the right
means of achieving it” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1806). Prudence shapes
and informs our ability to deliberate over available alternatives, to determine what is
most fitting to a specific context, and to act. Prudence must be accompanied by
courage, which calls us to act. As Catholics seek to advance the common good, we
must carefully discern which public policies are morally sound. At times, Catholics
may choose different ways to respond to social problems, but we cannot differ on our
obligation to protect human life and dignity and help build, through moral means, a
more just and peaceful world. 

Doing Good and Avoiding Evil
There are some things we must never do, as individuals or as a society, because they 
are always incompatible with love of God and neighbor. These intrinsically evil acts 
must always be rejected and never supported. A preeminent example is the 
intentional taking of innocent human life, as in abortion. Similarly, human cloning,
destructive research on human embryos, and other acts that directly violate the 
sanctity and dignity of human life including genocide, torture, and the targeting of
noncombatants in acts of terror or war, can never be justified. Nor can violations of
human dignity, such as acts of racism, treating workers as mere means to an end, 
deliberately subjecting workers to subhuman living conditions, treating the poor as
disposable, or redefining marriage to deny its essential meaning, ever be justified.

Opposition to intrinsically evil acts also prompts us to recognize our positive duty
to contribute to the common good and act in solidarity with those in need. Both 
opposing evil and doing good are essential. As St. John Paul II said, “The fact that
only the negative commandments oblige always and under all circumstances does 
not mean that in the moral life prohibitions are more important than the obligation
to do good indicated by the positive commandment.”1 The basic right to life implies 
and is linked to other human rights such as a right to the goods that every person
needs to live and thrive — including food, shelter, health care, education, and 
meaningful work.

Avoiding Two Temptations
Two temptations in public life can distort the Church’s defense of human life and 
dignity: The first is a moral equivalence that makes no ethical distinctions between 
different kinds of issues involving human life and dignity. The direct and 
intentional destruction of innocent human life from the moment of conception 
until natural death is always wrong and is not just one issue among many. It must 
always be opposed. The second is the misuse of these necessary moral distinctions 
as a way of dismissing or ignoring other serious threats to human life and 
dignity. Racism and other unjust discrimination, the use of the death penalty, 
resorting to unjust war, environmental degradation, the use of torture, war crimes,
the failure to respond to those who are suffering from hunger or a lack of 
health care or housing, pornography, human trafficking, redefining civil marriage, 
compromising religious liberty, or unjust immigration policies are all serious 
moral issues that challenge our consciences and require us to act. 



Making Moral Choices
The bishops do not tell Catholics how to vote; the responsibility to make political
choices rests with each person and his or her properly formed conscience, aided by
prudence. This exercise of conscience begins with always opposing policies that 
violate human life or weaken its protection. 

When morally flawed laws already exist, prudential judgment is needed to 
determine how to do what is possible to restore justice — even if partially or gradually
— without ever abandoning a moral commitment to full protection for all human life
from conception to natural death (see St. John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae, no. 73). 

Prudential judgment is also needed to determine the best way to promote the 
common good in areas such as housing, health care, and immigration. When church
leaders make judgments about how to apply Catholic teaching to specific policies,
this may not carry the same binding authority as universal moral principles but 
cannot be dismissed as one political opinion among others. These moral 
applications should inform the consciences and guide the actions of Catholics. 

As Catholics we are not single-issue voters. A candidate’s position on a single 
issue is not sufficient to guarantee a voter’s support. Yet a candidate’s position on a
single issue that involves an intrinsic evil, such as support for legal abortion or the 
promotion of racism, may legitimately lead a voter to disqualify a candidate from 
receiving support.1

What Public Policies Should Concern 
Catholics Most? 
As Catholics, we are led to raise questions about political life other than those that
concentrate on individual, material well-being. We focus more broadly on what 
protects or threatens the dignity of every human life. Catholic teaching challenges
voters and candidates, citizens and elected officials, to consider the moral and ethical
dimensions of public policy issues. In light of ethical principles, we bishops offer the
following policy goals that we hope will guide Catholics as they form their 
consciences and reflect on the moral dimensions of their public choices:

Address the pre-eminent requirement to protect human life — by restricting 
and bringing to an end the destruction of unborn children through 
abortion and providing women in crisis pregnancies with the supports they 
need. End the following practices: the use of euthanasia and assisted suicide 
to deal with the burdens of illness and disability; the destruction of human 
embryos in the name of research; the use of the death penalty to combat 
crime; and the imprudent resort to war to address international disputes.

Protect the fundamental understanding of marriage as the life-long and 
faithful union of one man and one woman as the central institution of 
society; promote the complementarity of the sexes and reject false “gender” 
ideologies; provide better support for family life morally, socially, and 
economically, so that our nation helps parents raise their children with 
respect for life, sound moral values, and an ethic of stewardship 
and responsibility. 

Achieve comprehensive immigration reform that offers a path to 
citizenship, treats immigrant workers fairly, prevents the separation of 
families, maintains the integrity of our borders, respects the rule of law, and 
addresses the factors that compel people to leave their own countries.

Help families and children overcome poverty and ensure access to and 
choice in education, as well as decent work at fair, living wages and 
adequate assistance for the vulnerable in our nation, while also helping 
to overcome widespread hunger and poverty around the world, especially
in the policy areas of development assistance, debt relief, and 
international trade.

Ensure full conscience protection and religious freedom for individuals and 
groups to meet social needs, and so enable families, community groups, 
economic structures, and government to work together to overcome poverty,
pursue the common good, and care for creation.

Provide health care while respecting human life, human dignity, and 
religious freedom in our health care system.

Continue to oppose policies that reflect racism, hostility toward immigrants, 
religious bigotry, and other forms of unjust discrimination.

Establish and comply with moral limits on the use of military force —
examining for what purposes it may be used, under what authority, and at 
what human cost — with a special view to seeking a responsible and effective 
response for ending the persecution of Christians and other religious 
minorities in the Middle East and other parts of the world.

Join with others around the world to pursue peace, protect human rights 
and religious liberty, and advance economic justice and care for creation.

Notes
1.   Veritatis Splendor, no. 52.
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