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Ray Hillenbrand, Rapid City, was honored by Catholic Social Services
with the 2016 Founder’s Award, October 11. The keynote speaker was
Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, Philadelphia, and the award was presented
by CSS Board Vice President Susan Raposa. (WRC photo by Becky
Berreth) The Catholic Social Services Founder’s Award is named for CSS
founder, the late Msgr. William J. O’Connell. It is given to recognize a 
person or organization who has dedicated time, talent and resources to
helping the poor, disenfranchised and suffering of
South Dakota and who exemplifies the spirit of its
namesake. 

A total of 523 people turned out for the annual
banquet, including Msgr. O’Connell’s sister, Joan
Hickey, Chicago, and her daughter. Among those
speakers who paid tribute to Hillenbrand were:
Rapid City Mayor Steve Allender; Prairie Edge 
General Manager Dan Tribby; and daughter, Mimi
Hillenbrand. Bishop Robert Gruss expressed his
gratitude for Hillenbrand’s longtime 
leadership on the Diocesan Finance Council.

BY LAURIE HALLSTROM
Anecdotes of youthful hijinks,

fishing tale “whoppers,” and 
sincere admiration were used by
speakers to pay homage to a local
businessman and philanthropist.
October 11, Ray Hillenbrand,
Rapid City, was awarded Catholic
Social Services 2016 Founder’s
Award for his contributions to
Catholic Social Services, the 
Diocese of Rapid City and the
greater community.  

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput,
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, Pa.,
a long time friend, was the
keynote speaker. Archbishop
Chaput served as Bishop of Rapid
City, 1988-97. 

“The nine years I spent as the
Bishop of Rapid City are truly
among the best and happiest in
my life. One reason for that 
happiness was you, the people I
served. Dakotans have a character
that comes from a closeness to a
very beautiful, but also a very hard
land. The other reason was the
friendships I made with many of
you, but first and best among
them is my friendship with Ray-
mond Hillenbrand,” said Arch-

Hillenbrand accepts
CSS Founder’s Award

bishop Chaput. 
“My first memory of Ray was

meeting him when he was caring
for his wife, Rita, as she was strug-
gling with terminal cancer. Ray’s
composure and affection for Rita,
at a time of great anxiety, pain and
stress, were a lesson to me and to
others in Christian dignity. 

“We are honoring Ray tonight
for his generosity to Catholic 
Social Services, and that honor is
well earned. Ray is able to make
clear decisions and take decisive
action in almost any situation. I
have never seen a more generous
and capable volunteer when it
comes to Catholic projects. His
engagement with community goes
very far beyond the church. He
brings his energy and enthusiasm
to every task. 

“He has done extraordinary
things for Rapid City. He has a
special love for the Native Amer-
ican community that shows itself
in a very consistent way. His
Prairie Edge Store in Rapid City
is remarkable for its quality and
beauty.

CSS, Continued on page 6

MSGR. WILLIAM J.
O’CONNELL
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October 17-21, Monday-Friday
Diocesan Priest Retreat – Terra Sancta
October 28-29, Friday-Saturday
Diocesan Stewardship Summit – Terra Sancta Retreat Center
October 31, Monday
1 p.m. Department Head – Chancery
November 1, Tuesday All Saints Day
8 a.m. Diocesan Staff Mass/Breakfast – Terra Sancta
November 3, Thursday
11 a.m. Presbyteral Council – Chancery
November 4, Friday
11:15 a.m. First Friday Mass/Luncheon – Cathedral
November 6, Sunday
10 a.m. Mass, Dedication of St. Joseph Parish Center – Holy Cross Church, Timber
Lake
5:30 p.m. Mass, Newman visit – St. Joseph/BHSU Newman Center, Spearfish

Subject to change without notice

Bishop’s Calendar — October 17-November 6

In last month’s col-
umn, I raised the ques-
tion: What happens in
a race where Christians
are faced with two
morally problematic
choices like we are
faced with this year?
When both candidates
are not good, then who
should I vote for? 

The question hasn’t
changed as we get
closer to November 8.

In fact, it seems that as each day brings us
closer to Election Day, additional negative
material on both candidates surfaces in the
media. I can’t help but think, “How much
worse can it get?” It is hard to believe that
our country has reached this point where
the two choices we have as presidential can-
didates are so deeply flawed. Certainly God
is the only one who can judge the human
heart, and I am sure they both are person-
ally well intentioned, but each in their own
way, seriously put forth defective ideas and
policies when it comes to Catholic Social
teaching. 

Written in the USCCB document
“Forming Consciences for Faithful Citi-

should view them within the context of the
hierarchy of truths in Catholic Social teach-
ing which begins with defending innocent
human life. There is a vast difference on life
issues between the Republican and Demo-
cratic Party Platforms — one of life and one

of death. 
This year’s Democratic

Party platform calls for the
overturning of the Hyde
Amendment, a provision
that both parties have voted
to include in the federal
budget and on other spend-
ing bills for many, many
years. The Hyde Amend-
ment prohibits federal tax-
payer money from being
used for abortion. The plat-
form is aggressively pro-

abortion, not only in funding matters, but
in the appointment of judges who support
abortion. It also supports the repealing of
the Helms Amendment, which states that
“no (U.S.) foreign assistance funds may be
used to pay for the performance of abortion
as a method of family planning or to moti-
vate or coerce any person to practice abor-
tions.” Conversely, the Republican Party
platform is supportive of the Hyde Amend-
ment and has strengthened its support for
life by calling for the defunding of  Planned
Parenthood, banning dismemberment

Bishop 
Robert Gruss

Diocese of
Rapid City

abortion and opposing assisted suicide.
People may say that the life issue isn’t

the only issue to consider. That is true. The
Catholic Church proclaims that human life
is sacred and that the dignity of the human
person is the foundation of a moral vision
for society. This belief is the foundation of
all the principles of our social teaching.
Therefore, I believe the life issue is the first
issue to consider. The right to life is the first
and most fundamental principle of human
rights. Without life, none of the other
rights matter.  

Many of the other issues can legiti-
mately be debated by Christians, such as
the best and most effective policies in car-
ing for the poor, the immigrants, taxes, etc.
In voting, it is not an either/or scenario. All
issues need to be considered. But all issues
are not equal. The direct killing of innocent
human life must be opposed always by
every follower of Jesus Christ. 

The health and holiness of our country
and our world depends on a deep respect
for human life at all its stages from the mo-
ment of conception until natural death. The
future of our society depends on how we
protect that right. 

In this Year of Mercy, we are called to be
merciful as our heavenly Father is merciful
to us. How will we be moved by mercy if
we are not first moved by mercy for the un-
born? 

As Catholics we focus on what protects human life
zenship” are these words: “As Catholics, our
focus is not on party affiliation, ideology,
economics, or even competence and capac-
ity to perform duties, as important as such
issues are. Rather, we focus on what protects
or threatens human life and dignity.”  

The month of October
is Respect Life Month
with the theme “Moved
By Mercy.” There are
many life issues to con-
sider for reflection which
speak clearly of the dig-
nity of human life in its
many stages. Some of
these issues are written
into the platforms of the
two major political parties
and are major concerns in
this election year. Human
life issues, religious freedom issues, immi-
gration issues and education issues are some
of those which are at the heart of the Re-
publican and Democratic Party Platforms.
These platforms are presented in this issue
of the West River Catholic, on pages 3-4.
Please take the time to view them before
you vote. 

Even though there are many issues in
which to consider in any election, Catholics

“... as each day brings
us closer to 
Election Day, 

additional negative
material on both 

candidates surfaces
in the media. I can’t
help but think, “How
much worse can

it get?’”

Cardinal-
designate 

Oct. 9, Archbishop Blase J. 
Cupich announced at Holy Name
Cathedral he had been appointed
to the College of Cardinals by Pope
Francis. Cardinal-designate Cupich,
who was appointed archbishop of
Chicago in 2014, said he was
“deeply humbled” by the pope’s
decision announced earlier that
day that he would be joining 16
other new cardinals, including two
from the United States: Cardinals-
designate Kevin J. Farrell, prefect
of the new Vatican office for laity,
family and life; and Joseph W.
Tobin of Indianapolis. They will be
inducted November 19. He served
as Bishop of Rapid City, 1998-
2010. (CNS photo Karen Callaway)



WRC    3 October 2016

See page 4



4   WRC October 2016

See page 3



WRC     5October 2016

USPS 983-360
Official newspaper of the Catholic Diocese of Rapid City, published monthly. 
The West River Catholic is owned and published by the Diocese of Rapid City 

606 Cathedral Drive Rapid City, SD 57701-5499 Phone: 605-343-3541 

Publisher: Bishop Robert D. Gruss
Editor Laurie Hallstrom, lhallstrom@diorc.org 
Assistant Editor Becky Berreth, bberreth@diorc.org
Circulation Roberta Bruhn, rbruhn@diorc.org
Advertising: Laurie Hallstrom, 343-3541
Subscription: $27, Foreign subscription: $60 per year.
Postmaster: Address all correspondence, including change of address, to:

West River Catholic, PO Box 678, Rapid City, SD 57709-0678

Periodical postage paid at 
Rapid City, SD 57701

Benefactors:
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Office of Home Missions, Catholic Extension

WEST RIVER CATHOLIC

2016 Postal Statement of Ownership

Advocates celebrate climate change agreement
WASHINGTON (CNS) — With a global agreement that addresses climate change

now ready to go into effect, advocates took a moment to celebrate the milestone, but called
for further actions to reduce carbon pollution. Approval of the agreement negotiated in
Paris last December reached the threshold of 55 countries accounting for at least 55 percent
of global greenhouse gas emissions Oct. 5 when European nations, Canada, Bolivia and
Nepal backed the accord. The deal goes into effect Nov. 4, four days before the U.S. pres-
idential election. Democrat Hillary Clinton supports the agreement while Republican
Donald Trump opposes it. “It’s a big step,” said Dan Misleh, executive director of the
Catholic Climate Covenant. “It moves the world in the direction of having to try to lower
greenhouse gas emissions and get commitments from the major polluting countries, China,
India, United States. It pushes the rest of the world to take seriously steps to reducing
their emissions.” Franciscan Sister Ilia Delio, the Josephine C. Connelly chair in Christian
theology at Villanova University, also hailed the agreement coming into force, but cau-
tioned that the world must continue to act to reduce the threat of climate change. “My
only concern is will the agreement take force in the operative level in our daily life ... in
our consumptive culture. We have these great moves forward, but then it’s thwarted by
consumerism and the culture we have created where big business is against implementing
the policies,” she told Catholic News Service. 

Wahlberg praises priesthood in video
WASHINGTON (CNS) — Typically, the Facebook page for the Diocese of Provi-

dence Office of Vocations in Rhode Island gets anywhere from 3 to 40 likes on their posts
— most which celebrate seminarians, priests and their ministry. But it took an actor and
former member of a boy band to set its Facebook page on fire, not with a song, but with a

video praising the priesthood, and one which has been viewed — as
of Oct. 6 — 560,000 times, and received more than 6,000 likes and
upward of 8,000 shares. Actor Mark Wahlberg, a native of Boston,
where the National Conference of Diocesan Vocation Directors held
its annual conference Sept. 30-Oct. 7, made the homemade video
shown to those who attended, and later posted on Diocese of Provi-
dence vocations office Facebook page. “We, the Catholic faithful, are
counting on you to bring us good and holy priests,” Wahlberg said in
the video. “Enjoy my hometown this week and know that I will pray
for you and for your success. Thank you for all that you do and God
bless.” 

Author sees anniversary of Lutheranism as a Catholic, too
BY BRIAN WELTER CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE

“October 31, 1517: Martin Luther and the Day That Changed the
World” by Martin Marty. Paraclete Press (Orleans, Massachusetts,
2016). 114 pp., $19.99.  Marty’s central message at the 500th anniver-
sary of the start of the Protestant Reformation seems to be that it is
not only a Protestant anniversary, but a Catholic one too. While
Luther’s initial actions and Rome’s reactions led to deep crisis and
sometimes violent divisions; Marty writes convincingly that the com-
memorations can actually bring Protestants and Catholics together.
This is a surprising and grace-filled way of looking at the anniversary,
perhaps one that is inspired by the Holy Spirit.
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His Mercy Endures Forever
Fr. Steve Biegler was the featured speaker
for the Deanery One Day of Mercy, Sept.
15. It was held at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City. Father Biegelr led par-
ticipants through a series of Old Testa-
ment Bible verses that proclaim God is
slow to anger and rich in kindness. He
concluded with a group reading of Psalm
136, in which verse one states, “Oh, give
thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His
mercy endures forever.” (WRC photo)
View the presentation at www.rapidcity
diocese.org/day-of-mercy.

CSS, Continued from page 1______
“Ray is also a leader and major philan-

thropist in the Rapid City Collective Im-
pact Program — efforts to improve the
quality of life for all the city’s residents in
areas like housing, jobs, vacation, hunger,
family services and health. What a wonder-
ful task that is,” he said. 

Then Archbishop Chaput chided Hil-
lenbrand for telling Moby Dick sized fish-
ing stories.  “He does have one alarming
flaw, all of us who fish tell tales, little white
lies, modest little exaggerations that we in-
vent to help other people enjoy the sport.
Ray has told some whoppers.”

The archbishop explained the mission of
CSS is to live out the great theological
virtue of charity. “The English word charity
comes from the Latin word caritas. Which
simply means love. More specifically an un-
selfish Christian love for others, especially
the suffering and the poor. 

“Government programs can help solve
social problems, and sometimes we need
them, but they are not the same and they
can never replace the role of charity. Real

charity is always personal, it can’t be dele-
gated, it’s an expression at the human-to-
human level of our dependance on each
other and the recognition we can never
really know God until we acknowledge and
support the dignity of human life that we
find in other people and that we all share as
children of God. When we help the poor,
the disabled, the homeless, the unborn
child, they also help us draw closer to
heaven,” he said. 

The archbishop said, what he admires
most about Hillenbrand is the love in his
heart that has led him to help people gen-
erously for a long time. 

Following the award presentation, Hil-
lenbrand was given a few minutes to speak. 

“The thing that impresses me most
about getting an award like this is the peo-
ple who got it before me. I am in awe to be
in their company. Three of them were
friends of mine in many ways, Msgr.
O’Connell probably touched the majority
of lives in this room; Fr. Bill Pauly was a re-
ally special friend of mine and the other one
is one of my best friends, Archbishop

Charles. What Archbishop Charles has
meant to me as a best friend is unbelievable
because it’s not only who he is and how he
operates, but it’s the way he communicates
with people.” 

Others were recognized at the banquet
with Catholic Social Services Order of St.
Benedict Awards — named for St. Martin
Benedictine community, Rapid City.  Those
included the Hettick Family, for fostering a
special needs child, Megan, who is now 34
years old; Audrey Kirkpatrick who worked
at CSS for 25 years; and Rene Parker, a for-
mer United Way chair. 

One of the Order of St. Benedict
award winners could attend the
CSS Annual Banquet, the Hettick
Family for foster care. (Left -right)
Susan Raposa, CSS Board Vice 
President, Jim Kinyon, CSS Exec-
utive Director, David Hettick,
Viola Hettick Peggy Hettick, and
Megan Mesteth. David and
Peggy are Megan’s foster 
parents. 

November
Universal: Countries Receiving
Refugees — That the countries which
take in a great number of displaced per-
sons and refugees may find support for
their efforts which show solidarity. 

Evangelization: Collaboration of Priests
and Laity —That within parishes, priests
and lay people may collaborate in serv-
ice to the community without giving in to
the temptation of discouragement.

Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady

appears to the Medjugorje visionary
Marija to give us her message 

to the world.
“Dear children! Today, I am calling

you to prayer. May prayer be life to you.
Only in this way will your heart be filled
with peace and joy. God will be near you
and you will feel Him in your heart as a
friend. You will speak with Him as with
someone whom you know and, little chil-
dren, you will have a need to witness, be-
cause Jesus will be in your heart and you,
united in Him. I am with you and love all
of you with my motherly love. Thank you
for having responded to my call.” 9/25/16

Prayer Intentions of 
the Holy Father

For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG
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October 28, Friday
sParish Hospitality Training: For those

who missed the initial information on de-
veloping and maintaining the culture of
generous hospitality in your parish. Offered
as a pre-conference workshop for “The
Summit 2016.” Held from 1-4 p.m. at Terra
Sancta. No charge. Preregistration required.
)Shawna Hanson 605-716-5214 x233 or
8SHanson@diorc.org. 

sThe Summit: Featuring speaker Jim
Beckman, Augustinian Institute, Denver,
Colo. Workshops focus on generous hospi-
tality and lively faith and will offer practical
tools for people of all ages and stages of life.
Ends October 29. 8terrasancta.org/
summit2016 to register.

November 4, Friday
sBishop’s Mass and Luncheon: 11:15

a.m. Mass, Cathedral of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, Rapid City. Noon lunch in
Cathedral Hall, talk by Bishop Robert
Gruss. Lunch $6. Everyone welcome.

sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First Fri-
day Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and de-
votions. First Saturday, November 5, begins
with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by 8 a.m.
Mass and exposition. Both in Our Lady’s
Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help. )Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202.

sRachel’s Vineyard: For those hurting
due to an abortion. Held in Bismarck. Ends
Nov 6. )Carol Kling 605-374-5639 or
8ckling@sdplains.com about the retreat or
8www.rachelsvineyard.org for information
about Rachel’s Vineyard. 

sNET Retreat: Overnight retreat open
to 8-12 graders. Held at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City, beginning at 6:30 pm.
)Randy Vette 605-716-5214 x 228 or
8RVette@diorc.org.

November 9, Wednesday
sTaizé: Experience the sacred through

song, silence, and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta.

November 11, Friday
sIHM Seminary Visit: Join Fr. Mark

McCormick to visit Immaculate Heart of
Mary Seminary in Winona, Minn. Tour
campus and visit/pray with seminarians.

Open to young men 16 and older. No cost
for event. Registration deadline October 31.
Ends November 14. )Office of Vocations
605-716-5214 x233 or 8www.gods-
call.org/events.php. 

November 12, Saturday
sSt. Vincent Orientation: The Society of

St. Vincent de Paul will be offering
Ozanam Orientation at the Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
Learn how men and women join 
together to grow spiritually by offering 
person-to-person service to the needy and
suffering. Everyone welcome. No charge.
8www.ssvdprapidcity.org/formation to 
register or )605-791-4977. 

November 18, Friday
sWorldwide Marriage Encounter:

Renew the commitment, intimacy and pas-
sion in your marriage. Learn practical com-
munication techniques and rediscover your
hopes and dreams for your marriage. )John
and Dawn 605-359-1533 or 8applications
@sdwwme.org.

November 19, Saturday
sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. To be
held at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart,
Martin. Preregistration required. )Family
Life Ministries, 605-716-5214 x236 or
8ajulian@diorc.org.

Standing Events
sShattered Hearts … A Grandparents

Grief: For grandparents grieving the death
of a grandchild. Meets the fourth Saturday
from 9-10 a.m. at the Rapid City Public Li-
brary, Room B (upstairs). )Lynn 341-7663
or March Anne 342-9220.

sCentering Prayer: Held Wednesdays at
5 p.m. at Terra Sancta. Led by Sandi Ohlen.
Please use south patio entrance and join the
group in the Solarium at Terra Sancta.

sOLPH Eucharistic Apostles of Divine
Mercy: First Saturday, 9 a.m., Cathedral of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help. )Pam Ekberg
605-719-9669.

sPrayer and Lectio: Thursdays 6:30 p.m.,
St. Martin Monastery. )Sister Marmion
Howe, OSB, 605-343-8011.

sPatriotic Rosary: Thursdays 6 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sDivine Mercy Chaplet: Sundays, 3
p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help. Followed by the patriotic rosary.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.

sFamily Rosary: Sundays, 7 p.m., St.
Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid
City. )Mark Biggs 605-343-2467.

sHope for New Life Jail Ministry: Third
Monday, 7 p.m., Catholic Social Services.
)Tony Galles 605-348-2301 or Mary
Sperlich 605-342-9343.

sVocation Discernment Retreats: )Sis-
ter Mary Wegher, OSB, 605-343-8011.

Spiritual Direction: At St. Martin
Monastery. )Sr. Margaret Hinker, OSB, Sr.
Florence McManamen, OSB, or Sr. Edna
Marie Stephenson, OSB, 605-343-8011.

sDivine Mercy Image: Would you like
to host a traveling Divine Mercy Image in
your home for up to 27 days to pray the Di-
vine Chaplet/Novena? A rosary and infor-
mation about the image are included.
)Georgine 605-441-8140.October 31, Monday

sWRC Deadline for submissions. 
Paper mailed Tuesday, November 15. 

)605-343-3541. 
8LHallstrom@diorc.org or 

8BBerreth@diorc.org

sTutors Volunteers Needed: Over-
coming the language barrier ministry at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, is
looking for volunteers interested in help-
ing adults with English reading, writing,
and speaking skills. Participants will be in-
troduced to the Lauback Way to Reading
with an emphasis on English language
learners. )Christine Leichtnam 605-342-
8598, 8cleicht@rap.midco.net or )Maria
Munoz 605-791-3430.

sSpanish Faith Study: Learn about the
Catholic faith, from 5:45-7 p.m., at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, room 107.
Everyone welcome. Aprendiendo nuestra Fe
Catolica los Miercoles de 5:45-7p.m. Todos
estan Beinvenidos, salon 107. Call Maria
Munoz 605-791-3430. 

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Highlights — November

“A gift of this retreat was the quiet. Without distractions I had permission to just
‘be’ letting God whisper in my ear that he was passionately in love with me,
that when he looked into my soul he saw beauty. He also took me to difficult
places I needed to go in order to heal wounds. Today I am still moved by my
experience.”

—Pamela Weaver, attended a silent retreat

Nov 4-6: Diocesan Women’s Retreat
Nov 8: NET retreat with STM 8th graders
Nov 11-13: VSI retreats
Nov 11-14: Silent Retreat 
Nov 18-20: Marriage Encounter
Nov 19-20: OLPH Confirmation retreat
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In the middle of
September, I was at St.
Joseph Parish, Faith,
for our annual gather-
ing of  “Spiritual
Mothers.” They pray
for the priests and
seminarians in our dio-
cese. The ministry of
spiritual motherhood
in our diocese is still
relatively unknown
even though spiritual
mothers have been
gathering in our dio-
cese since the fall of
2008. The past eight
years there have been
about 60 women in our
diocese responding to

an invitation from the Congregation for
the Clergy to offer Eucharistic Adoration
in parishes for the Sanctification of Priests
and Spiritual Maternity. 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI summed
it up the best when he said: “The vocation
to be a spiritual mother for a priest is
largely unknown, scarcely understood and,
consequently, rarely lived, notwithstanding
its fundamental importance. It is a vocation
that is frequently hidden, invisible to the
naked eye, but meant to transmit spiritual
life.” 

Several years ago I experienced a pro-
found conversion in my own priestly life. I
was pretty lukewarm and tepid in my
priesthood, living a life of maintenance
rather than missionary zeal. I did not really
know personally and intimately the person
of Jesus Christ and the power and the fire
of the Holy Spirit in my life. 

Through a series of events, moving from
Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont, to

St. John the Evangelist, Fort Pierre, an
eight-day silent retreat and a pilgrimage to
Medjugorje that changed and transformed
my priesthood in so many ways — particu-
larly in the way I embraced and took to
heart the words of Jesus to Mary and the
beloved disciple, John, at the foot of the
cross ( Jn 19:26-27). 

I have come to understand more deeply
the power of spiritual motherhood in my
own life as priest. I firmly believe my con-
version and continual growth and renewal
of my priesthood has come partly through
the prayer, the sacrifices, fasting and the
penances offered on my behalf by spiritual
mothers in our diocese — unbeknownst to
me. As Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI said
“the vocation of spiritual motherhood is
meant to transmit spiritual life” of the
priests, seminarians and those discerning
God’s call to priesthood.

Cardinal Claudio Hummes, prefect
emeritus of the Congregation for the
Clergy, proposed fighting the spiritual crisis
within priesthood with a spiritual endeavor.
He suggested forming the vocation of spir-
itual motherhood for priests — spiritually
mature women willing to offer their lives
and pray at the cross for priests and the
priesthood. 

Cardinal Hummes highlighted the im-
portance of feminine souls who follow the
typology of the Blessed Virgin Mary to
spiritually support priests in order to help
them with their self-offering, prayer and
penance. Again, we can see this clearly at
the foot of the Cross in the Gospel of John
when Jesus says “Woman, this is your son; son,
this is your mother” ( Jn 19:26-27).

St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, in one
of her essays reflecting on the spiritual ma-
ternity of women, wrote: “For an under-
standing of our unique feminine nature, let

us look to the pure love and spiritual ma-
ternity of Mary. This spiritual maternity is
the core of a woman’s soul. Wherever a
woman functions authentically in this spirit
of maternal pure love, Mary collaborates
with her. 

“This holds true whether the woman is
married or single, professional or domestic
or both, a Religious in the world or in the
convent. Through this love, a woman is
God’s special weapon in his fight against
evil. Her intrinsic value is that she is able to
do so because she has a special susceptibility
for the works of God in souls — her own
and others. She relates to others in his spirit
of love.” 

A spiritual mother is one who commits
to offering prayers, good works, sufferings,
fasting and penances on behalf of priests,
seminarians and those discerning God’s call
to priesthood in our diocese, whose names
are known to God. 

Kit Schmidt from St. John the Evangel-
ist, Fort Pierre, says, “To be a spiritual
mother, one need not be the biological
mother of a son who became a priest — in
fact, one need not have given birth at all, be-
cause spiritual motherhood, as the name
implies, is not a matter of biology, but of the
heart.” 

There are incredible women who have
been praying for priests and their sanctifi-

cation throughout the history of the
church. St. Therese of Lisieux, in one of her
letters to her sister Celine, wrote: “Let us
live for souls, let us be apostles, let us save
especially the souls of priests. … Let us pray,
let us suffer for them, and, on the last day,
Jesus will be grateful.” 

There are incredible stories of spiritual
mothers who, through their lives of prayer,
suffering and penance, have truly transmit-
ted life and borne fruit in the lives of priests
and the church in so many ways. Women
such Eliza Vaughan, Blessed Maria Deluil
Martiny, Blessed Alexandrina Da Costa,
Servant of God Consolata Betrone, Berthe
Petit, Anna Stang and the women of the
small village in Lu, Italy. 

You can read these and more stories
about spiritual mothers in the booklet titled
“Eucharistic Adoration in parishes for the
Sanctification of Priests and Spiritual 
Maternity” from Roman Catholic Books or
down load in pdf at http://www.
clerus.org/clerus/dati/2008-01/25-13/Ado
ration.pdf.

Our hope in the Office of Vocations is
to continue to increase the number of 
spiritual mothers in our diocese. If you are
interested in becoming a spiritual mother
or organizing a spiritual mother group in
your parish please contact the Office of 
Vocations at www.gods-call.com.

Fr. Mark 
McCormick

Director 
Office of

Stewardship and 
Vocations

MMcCormick
@diorc.org

Spiritual mothers support priests, seminarians

In September, women gathered at St. Joseph, Faith, to pray for priests and seminarians.
(Photo by Fr. Mark McCormick)  
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(Editor’s note: The communication 
director for the Archdiocese of Québec sent this
response to George Weigel regarding last
month’s” column.)

“Québec, Catholicism's empty quarter in
the Western Hemisphere”… Ouch!  Read-
ing George Weigel's column hurt, because
it rings true in many aspects. Yet, I thought
about what I would have shared with him
if we would have met while he was visiting
my hometown, Québec City.

I would have most agreed with him
about the importance of secularization in
Québec. A harsh reality lived with difficulty
by many Catholics, but that is only part of
the picture. Rather than an empty quarter,
Québec is more of an old quarter experienc-
ing profound renovations with only a por-
tion of the workers remembering who the
Architect is. Among this portion, many are
working actively towards engaging those

who forgot (or those who never heard of )
Him. I can witness them on a daily basis.
Are there enough of them? No. This is now
a top priority among our dioceses. Catholic
parishes all over the province are living
through a vast pastoral conversion: they are

learning again how to form missionary dis-
ciples. Yes, Québec is indeed now mission
territory.

Among the many reasons to remain
hopeful, I could talk about a movement to-
ward healing our collective memory (called
Guérison de la mémoire, the topic of a well
attended colloquium last June), a new wave
of Catholic media initiatives (including Le
Verbe, a thought-provoking blog/slick mag-
azine soon distributed for free in stands),
and new evangelization geared towards
teens, youth and new beginners. 

As for the culture of death associated
with medical assistance in dying (aka eu-
thanasia, available here since December
2015), it is confronted with strong resist-
ance. I am very proud how most of our
Catholic Church episcopal leadership was
vocal during every step of the way leading
to the legalization of assisted suicide. Our

Catholicism in Québec, beyond the emptiness

“... 29 out of 31 palliative care centres in
Québec still refuse to offer medically 

assisted death...”

For those of us who find it impossible to
cast a vote for either Hillary Clinton or
Donald Trump on November 8, this poem
by Artur Miedzyrzecki, written during
Poland’s Solidarity revolution, has a certain
resonance: 

What does the political scientist know?
The political scientist knows the 
latest trends
The current states of affairs
The history of doctrines

What does the political scientist 
not know?
The political scientist doesn’t 
know about desperation
He doesn’t know the game that consists
In renouncing the game

It doesn’t occur to him
That no one knows when
Irrevocable changes may appear
Like an ice-flow’s sudden cracks

And that our natural resources
Include knowledge of the venerated laws
The capacity to wonder
And a sense of humor
“The game that consists in renouncing

the game” doesn’t mean refusing to vote for
president this year. I intend to write in a
candidate I judge fit for the office, which is

not a description I can apply in good con-
science to Clinton or Trump. But however
one resolves the presidential dilemma this
year, perhaps serious Catholics can agree on
two other matters, thinking about our civic
responsibilities over the short-term and the
long haul.

Clinton’s unintentionally self-revelatory
crack about the “deplorables” —  into which
category she would likely drop every
Catholic committed to religious freedom in
full, marriage rightly understood, color-
blind equality before the law, and the right-
to-life in all life’s stages and conditions —
suggests that smart voting  down-the-ballot
is absolutely crucial this year. If the scourge
of the deplorables is elected, it will be es-
sential, over the next four years, to maintain
the tension between an aggressive Clinton
administration and the national legislature.

If Trump takes office on January 20,
2017, it will be just as urgent to have a Con-
gress as committed as possible to life, reli-
gious freedom, constitutional government,
and colorblind equality as a counterbalance
to who-knows-what will be coming out of
the White House. 

So the short-term task seems clear: Do
everything possible to elect a pro-life, 
pro-religious-freedom-in-full Congress,
then work overtime to hold its members to
those commitments between now and 

January 20, 2021.
As for the long haul, orientation is cru-

cial and a proper orientation begins with a
frank acknowledgment that American po-
litical culture is sick. I don’t believe the ill-
ness is terminal, nor do I believe that four
years of either Clinton or Trump in the
White House will necessarily finish off the
Republic; if that’s true, then we’re in such
bad shape that we’re already finished. But
the sickness in our political culture is seri-
ous and it reflects the pathogens that have
been at work for some time in the general
culture.  

What are they? 
lA raw individualism that conceives

“freedom” as radical personal autonomy
because it thinks of the human person as a
twitching bundle of desires, the satisfac-
tion of which is the full meaning of
“human rights” and the primary task of
government.

lA lack of commitment to the common
good, which shows up in everything from
bad driving habits to declining volun-
teerism to tax cheating to declaring a pox
on politics and sitting out elections.

lThe vulgarization of popular culture
and entertainment, which has so deeply
wounded our politics that they’ve become
another form of reality-TV, producing a
spectacle that should shame us into a col-

lective examination of
our consciences as con-
sumers. 

lThe confusion of
“success” with sheer
wealth by individuals,
businesses, and corpo-
rate boards, which emp-
ties economic life of its
vocational nobility and
inculcates a counter-
ethic of beggar-thy-
neighbor competition
that’s a grave danger to
markets and a threat to the capacity of
free enterprise to help people lift them-
selves from poverty. 

lA grotesque misunderstanding of “tol-
erance” and “fairness,” rooted in an even
more comprehensive delusion about what
makes for human happiness, which isn’t “I
did it my way.”

The list could be extended ad nauseam,
but perhaps the basic structure of our situ-
ation is in sharper focus. We must rebuild
American political culture so that, at its
presidential apex, it is far less likely to pro-
duce such a mortifying choice as the one
created by this election cycle. That requires
the rebuilding of our public moral culture.
And that is a task for several generations,
which must begin now, at the retail level.  

bishops are working alongside committed
lay Catholics, together standing up to be
heard in the public square. A little known
fact is that 29 out of 31 palliative care cen-
tres in Québec still refuse to offer med-
ically assisted death, as do many doctors
and nurses working in palliative units in
hospitals throughout the province.

The future of Catholicism in Québec
has many doubters, but I am not one of
them. The missionary shift is underway,
taking its roots in the shining example of
our blessed and saints who brought Jesus
Christ and his church to North America. 

Next time you come by visiting us Mr.
Weigel, I hope to share with you some of
this hope first hand.

Jasmin Lemieux-Lefebvre
Archdiocese of Québec
Directeur des communications
www.ecdq.org

Columnist plans to cast write-in vote for president

George 
Weigel

Senior fellow
Ethics and 
Public Policy
Center in 

Washington, D.C.
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It’s significant that the first
word out of Jesus’ mouth in the
Synoptic Gospels is the word,
metanoia. Jesus begins his min-
istry with these words: “Repent
(metanoia) and believe in the
good news” and that, in capsule,
is a summary of his entire mes-
sage. But how does one repent?

Our English translations of
the Gospels don’t do justice to
what Jesus is saying here. They
translate, metanoia, with the
word, repent. But, for us, the
word repent has different con-
notations from what Jesus in-
tended.  In English, repentance
implies that we have done
something wrong and must re-
gretfully disavow ourselves of that action
and begin to live in a new way. The biblical
word, metanoia, has much wider connota-
tions.

The word, metanoia, comes from two
Greek words: Meta, meaning above; and
Nous, meaning mind. Metanoia invites us
to move above our normal instincts, into a
bigger mind, into a mind which rises above
the proclivity for self-interest and self-pro-
tection which so frequently trigger feelings
of bitterness, negativity, and lack of empa-
thy inside us. Metanoia invites us to meet
all situations, however unfair they may
seem, with understanding and an empathic
heart. Moreover, metanoia stands in con-
trast to paranoia. In essence, metanoia is
“non-paranoia,” so that Jesus’ opening

words in the Synoptic
Gospels might be bet-
ter rendered: Be un-
paranoid and believe
that it is good news.
Live in trust!

Henri Nouwen, in a
small but deeply in-
sightful book titled,
“With Open Hands,”
describes wonderfully
the difference between
metanoia and paranoia.
He suggests that there
are two fundamental
postures with which we
can go through life. We
can, he says, go through
life in the posture of

paranoia. The posture of paranoia is sym-
bolized by a closed fist, by a protective
stance, by habitual suspicion and distrust.
Paranoia has us feeling that we forever need
to protect ourselves from unfairness, that
others will hurt us if we show any vulnera-
bility, and that we need to assert our
strength and talents to impress others. Para-
noia quickly turns warmth into cold, under-
standing into suspicion, and generosity into
self-protection. 

The posture of metanoia, on the other
hand, is seen in Jesus on the cross. There, on
the cross, we see him exposed and vulnera-
ble, his arms spread in a gesture of embrace,
and his hands open, with nails through
them. That’s the antithesis of paranoia,
wherein our inner doors of warmth, empa-

Sometimes we’re a
mystery to ourselves,
or, perhaps more accu-
rately, sometimes we
don’t realize how much
paranoia we carry
within ourselves. A lot
of things tend to ruin
our day.

I went to a meeting
recently and for most
of it felt warm and
friendly towards my
colleagues, and I felt
positive about all that
was happening. I was
in good spirits, genera-
tive, and looking for
places to be helpful. 

Then, shortly before the meeting ended,
one of my colleagues made a biting com-
ment which struck me as bitter and unfair.
Immediately a series of doors began to
close inside me. My warmth and empathy
quickly turned into hardness and anger and
I struggled not to obsess about the incident.
Moreover, the feelings didn’t pass quickly.
For several days a coldness and paranoia
lingered inside me and I avoided any con-
tact with the man who had made the neg-
ative comments while I stewed in my
negativity. 

Time and prayer eventually did their
healing, a healthier perspective returned,
and the doors that had slammed shut at
that meeting opened again and metanoia
replaced my paranoia. 

thy, and trust spontaneously slam shut
whenever we perceive a threat. Metanoia,
the meta mind, the bigger heart, never
closes those doors.

Some of the early church fathers sug-
gested that all of us have two minds and
two hearts. For them, each of us has a big
mind and a big heart. That’s the saint in
us, the image and likeness of God inside
us, the warm, generative, and empathic
part of us. All of us harbor a true greatness
within. But each of us also has within us a
petty mind and a petty heart. That’s the
narcissistic part of us, the wounded part,
the paranoid part that turns self-protective
and immediately begins to close the doors
of warmth and trust whenever we appear
threatened. Such is our inner complexity.
We are both big-hearted and petty, open-
minded and bigoted, trusting and suspi-
cious, saint and narcissist, generous and
hoarding, warm and cold. Everything de-
pends upon which heart and which mind
we are linked to and operating out of at
any given moment. One minute we are
willing to die for others, a minute later we
would see them dead, one minute we want
to give ourselves over in love, a minute
later we want to use our gifts to show our
superiority over others. Metanoia and
paranoia vie for our hearts. 

Jesus, in his message and his person, in-
vites us to metanoia, to move towards and
stay within our big minds and big hearts,
so that in the face of a stinging remark our
inner doors of warmth and trust do not
close.

‘A lot of things tend to ruin our day’

Fr. Ron 
Rolheiser

President 
Oblate School of

Theology
San Antonio, TX

www.ronrol
heiser.com The posture of metanoia is

seen in Jesus on the cross.
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COLLECTION FOR THE
ARCHDIOCESE FOR THE MILITARY SERVICES

OCTOBER 29-30, 2016
Archdiocese for the Military Services

1025 Michigan Avenue, NE
Washington, D.C. 20017

www.milarch.org

Teresa Spiess
PO Box 678

Rapid City SD 57709
tspiess@diorc.org

For more information contact:

OR

New St. Michael Church
Bishop Robert Gruss dedicated the new church in Hermosa, September 18. For many years
the parishioners have had to borrow space from other organizations in town for special
celebrations including weddings and funerals. Members of the parish donated land, money
and labor for the church. To pay for professional contractors and purchase materials the
parishioners held dinners, auctions and raffles. A $50,000 matching grant from Catholic Ex-
tension, Chicago, also aided with the building costs. (Below) Bishop Gruss was presented the
keys to the church from Leo Van Sambeek, a building committee member, and General Con-
tractor James Taylor. The bishop gave the keys to the pastor, Fr. Steve Biegler, center, to the
right are Deacon Greg Palmer and Parochial Vicar, Fr. Jonathan Dillon. (Above) Bishop Robert Gruss blesses and

sprinkles the interior of the new church and
the people with holy water. (Left) A 
special guest of honor at the reception in the
parish hall was Fr. Gerald Scherer, 97, who 
celebrated Mass at old St. Michael Church
many times. (WRC photos by Laurie 
Hallstrom)



October 25, 2016
Immaculate Conception, Rapid City

Speaker: Fr. Peter Etzel, SJ, “Examen Prayer”

November 17, 2016
St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City.

Speaker: Amy Julian, “Parables of Mercy”
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November Saint of Mercy — St. Teresa of Kolkata

Watch past Deanery One presentations. Read about the
Saint of the Month. Learn about upcoming events.

Find more online:

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
Jubilee-year-of-mercy

JubileeYear ofMercy

St. Teresa of Kolkata, you allowed the thirsting love of
Jesus on the cross to become a living flame within you,

and so became the light of his love to all.
Teach me to allow Jesus to penetrate and possess 

my whole being so completely that my life, too, may
radiate his light and love to others.

11 a.m.: Presentation 
11:30 a.m.: Exposition and Prayer 
Experience 
Noon-2 p.m.: Lunch and Reconciliation 
2 p.m.: Benediction and Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy
3 p.m.: Mass (for Sunday)
4 p.m.: Healing Service

November 13, 2016
Holy Doors will be closed at the Cathedral
of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City,
and St. Charles Borromeo, St. Francis

November 20, 2016
10:30 a.m. Closing Mass for the Year of
Mercy at the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, Rapid City C
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Prayer to St. Teresa 

Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu was born August 16, 1910, into
a Roman Catholic Albanian family in the city of Skopje,
now the capital of Macedonia. As a child she was captivated
by the stories of missionaries, especially those serving in
India. At the age of eighteen Gonxha joined the Sisters of
Loreto, an Irish missionary order that served in West 
Bengal, India, taking the name Mary Teresa after St.
Thérese of Lisieux. Sister Teresa taught at a girls school in
Calcutta, eventually becoming
headmistress in 1944.

Her life took a dramatic turn on
September 10, 1946, when, while on
the train to Darjeeling for her annual
retreat, she received a vision of Jesus
asking her to “come be my light” to
the poor, to seek them out and serve
them in a radical way. Teresa referred
to this experience as receiving a “call
within a call.” After she was granted
permission to leave the Sisters of
Loreto and found a new order, she
began her ministry by going into
Calcutta’s largest Christian slum and
teaching children, writing in the dirt
with a stick. She was soon joined by several of her former
students and the Missionaries of Charity began to grow.
Sister Teresa was now Mother Teresa. 

Mother Teresa began her ministry in the midst of a trou-
bled time in India’s history. After India gained independ-
ence in 1947, there was intense fighting between Hindus
and Muslims sending a flood of refugees into Calcutta.
While walking through the streets one day she encountered
a severely malnourished man, lying in the gutter, dying
alone. Moved by this encounter, Mother Teresa created a
Home for the Dying where the sisters welcomed and cared
for those who would otherwise die alone in the streets. Her
ministry continued to expand in Calcutta as she opened
homes for orphaned children and later for those suffering
from leprosy. In 1965, the Missionaries of Charity opened
a mission house in Venezuela, the first outside of India. 

Within her lifetime, Mother Teresa’s sisters would 
increase to over 4,000 members serving in 123 countries.
Her selfless service to the poor began to attract interna-
tional attention, earning her several prestigious prizes 
culminating in her being awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
1979.

While she joked about feeling uncomfortable with her
publicity, (once telling journalists that a soul must be 
released from Purgatory every time her picture is taken),
she used her international platform to speak out against
abortion, contraception and the spiritual poverty she found
in the wealthy nations of the West. She also reminded 

people that they did not need to travel to distant lands to
serve the poor. Speaking at the National Prayer Breakfast
in Washington, D.C., in 1994, Mother Teresa said: “I want
you to find the poor here, right in your own home first.
Love begins at home, and it is not how much we do, but
how much love we put into what we do.”

Mother Teresa’s work was not that of a philanthropist,
rather she considered herself a contemplative, contemplat-

ing the face of Jesus in the 
“distressing disguise” of the
poorest of the poor. She would
often repeat the words, “you did
it to me,” enumerating them on
her fingers, recalling the words
of Christ from the end of
Matthew’s Gospel, convinced
that in touching the suffering
bodies of the poor she was
touching the body of Christ.
Her zeal for serving the poor
found its source in her experi-
ence on the train on September
10, known as Inspiration Day by
the Missionaries of Charity.

That day God allowed her to experience his thirst for her 
personally. Through Jesus’ revelation she came to understand
that when he said, “I thirst” upon the cross, He spoke not
only of physical thirst but of his thirst for souls — our love.
In a letter to her sisters she explains, “‘I thirst’ is something
much deeper than just Jesus saying ‘I love you.’” At her 
beatification, Pope John Paul II underlined the power of “I
thirst” for Mother Teresa: “Satiating Jesus’ thirst for love
and for souls in union with Mary, the Mother of Jesus, had
become the sole aim of Mother Teresa’s existence and the
inner force that drew her out of herself and made her ‘run
in haste’ across the globe to labor for the salvation and the
sanctification of the poorest of the poor.”

After the intense light and love she experienced on the
train, Mother Teresa soon found herself shrouded in an
inner darkness, a darkness that would last fifty years. With
the help of trusted spiritual directors she came to under-
stand and embrace this interior darkness as a participation
in the darkness of Christ’s passion as well as sharing in the
darkness of the poor. Far from undermining her faith,
Mother Teresa’s experience of darkness illuminates the
strength and depth of her faith that trusted in God’s love
for her in the absence of any sense of his presence. While
she lived in the midst of darkness, she radiated Christ’s light
to the poor and to the world. 

At the age of 87, Mother Teresa died on September 5,
1997. She was beatified by St. Pope John Paul II in 2003
and was canonized by Pope Francis on September 4, 2016.

October 22, 2016 — Pine Ridge
“Rich in Mercy” 

Confession from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Two priests
available at all times with four-five priests
available from 5-7 p.m.
Adoration throughout the day.
Presentation begins at 7 p.m.
Benediction at 7:45 p.m. Social to follow.

(CNS photo/Tomasz Gzell, EPA) November 19, 2016 — Sturgis
“Christ the King, Lord of Mercy” 
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Racism is an interesting and ambiguous term. How many races are there?
Sounds like a question for the folks who built the of Tower Babel. That story is
a way to explain the many divisions among peoples of the earth. Another way of
talking about this is Original Sin — that weakening of human nature that allows the
evil spirit to exploit human kind by tricking individuals into defining themselves as dif-
ferent and even better than other individuals. The fact is that there is only one race —
the human race. Christ creates every human being in his own image. We are all more
alike, spiritually, physically and intellectually than we are different. 

Rather than talk about “racism” or “different races” we need to explore ethnic groups
and the gifts that the Christ has given to us through them. Of course the major ethnic
group in our diocese is the Lakota people who live on five reservations and in almost
every community off the reservations.  At the same time there is a Hispanic community
and at least culturally different from each other, a prairie community, a city community
and a small Air Force community.

My main experience has been with Lakota people. I was raised in the South for the
most part, so I am familiar with segregation and the last gasps of “separate but equal.”
What surprised me when I came to South Dakota was the depth of prejudice against
Lakota people and their depth of prejudice against White people. I wish that after 41
years I could say that the situation has improved, but sadly that is not the case.

If I asked many White persons in West River to give me a profile of a Lakota person,
what I would get is a profile with all negative stereotypes. And if I ask many Lakota
persons to give me a profile of White people, I would also get negative stereotypes.

What is interesting to me is that if I introduced either group to the people in the
other group that I know and work with, they would not find people who actually fit the
stereotypes that they have in their minds. I know many prayerful, humble, kind, generous,
hard working, and intelligent people in both groups. But often these people never meet
one another.

Reconciliation means, “to make friends again.”  This is not achieved simply by praying.
Prayer is necessary to give us the courage we need to do something, namely, reach out
to one another and break the pattern of prejudice. We are called to respect one another
as persons fashioned in the image and likeness of Christ. We must actually go out of
our way to meet persons from the other group and listen to their stories — the pain, the
joy, the anger, the achievements and the failures. All of us need to ask and receive for-
giveness for wrongs done but perhaps most of all for walling each other off and ignoring
one another.

Recently, 90 people from communities around the Diocese of Rapid City came to
St. Francis Mission on the Rosebud Reservation to attend the Pilgrimage Day of Mercy.
Many people told me at the end of the day how much they enjoyed the experience and
how welcomed they felt by the Indian community of St. Charles Church. They also got
a taste for how the cultural gifts of the people enriched the Liturgy and their experience.
Deacon Ben Black Bear spoke to them about the history of Catholicism among the
Lakota. People participated in the Directions Song and the azilya (smoke blessing) and
walked through a tipi set up at the Holy Door. It was only a taste of what the ancient
relationship God established with Lakota people can bring to the Liturgy and theology
of the church. 

Where do we want to be in five years? If we can change our hearts and accept one
another as equals in the eyes of God, if we can open our hands and accept the gifts of
culture and persons created by Christ, if we can do the hard work of listening to each
other and come to enjoy each others differences, the Church of Rapid City will be much
healthier and much more joy filled.

—Reconcile—Make Disciples—Live the Mission—
—Reconcile—

Envisioning Team mem-
bers want to follow the ex-
ample set by Jesus and
promote healing in fami-
lies, between communities

and among racial groups in
the church. They established a

goal to identify areas where rec-
onciliation is working well and where

it could be improved. 
The focus of Catholic Social Services

Lakota Circles of Hope is on social and
emotional development in a Lakota cultural
context. According to Jim Kinyon, executive
director of CSS, it will be offered in more
than 20 schools next year. Religion cannot
be taught in the public school system; how-
ever, cultural lessons can be. The goal is to
have students develop a sense of self worth
and develop a good self image. This helps to
address any future developmental problems
as the child moves into adolescence and
adulthood. It is a prevention program —
prevention from substance abuse, personal
abuse, and other related mental health is-
sues.

According to John J. Usera, Ph.D.,
Lakota Circles of Hope Program Evaluator
and Researcher, “The program provides
knowledge and coping skills to deal with
situations and challenges they encounter
daily in a Lakota cultural context. The les-
sons are presented using Lakota values, tra-
ditions, and practices as a framework for
making good decisions. 

“Each lesson begins with the students
sitting around the medicine wheel which
represents the four directions and the four
aspects of a human being (intellectual, emo-
tional, physical, and spiritual). Smudging is
performed (azilya) to help purify a person
and help individuals to be open and truthful
in the presence of the Creator. 

“Then the students begin the discussion
of the topic for the day by using the tradi-
tional talking circle guidelines. The current
evaluation and research of the program,
have found the students to be more respect-
ful of each other, open to their strengths
and challenges, and to have an appreciation
of their own self-worth and their connect-
edness to each other as brothers and sisters
in one extended family (tiospaye).”

Deacon Marlon Leneaugh, director of
Native Ministries, said, “The Lakota Circles
of Hope curriculum was designed to help
children learn values and see positive behav-
iors through lessons taught from a cultural
perspective using Lakota materials and sto-
ries. Each lesson has a moral to the story
that will help children be influenced with
positive messages and examples. The cur-
riculum uses topics that are relevant for
children and youth today. It brings help and
hope and an awareness of the risky behav-
iors confronting the young people. The les-
sons present alternative problem solving
methods.

“If the teachings are validated at home
with caretakers that know the Lakota lan-
guage or culture, the material can be very
supportive in changing behaviors and pre-
venting children from becoming victims to
many of the social ills present today.”

Fr. John Hatcher, SJ
President, St. Francis Mission, Rosebud

Promoting forgiveness and healing among racial groups

Children bring flowers to lay at the foot of the
Our Lady of Guadalupe icon during the Our
Lady of Guadalupe celebration. (WRC file
photo)

Barbara Linares is a member of the
Latino community in the diocese.

She said all the events they have are
open to anyone who wishes to attend. The
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass, will be held
Dec. 12, at Blessed Sacrament Church,
Rapid City, at 5:30 p.m. It is a bilingual cel-
ebration. During Lent the Latino commu-
nity has bilingual Stations of the Cross of
the Migrant Jesus at the same church.

“We are planning to do bilingual posadas
during Advent this year,” said Linares.
Posadas are part of Mexican tradition. Par-
ticipants go to houses seeking room for
Joseph and Mary — like the couple sought
from the innkeeper in the Bible.  

Linares said in the future they would
like to have leadership formation programs
and adult retreats with bilingual speakers.

Native Cultural Values

Latino Community
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—Reconcile—Make Disciples—Live the Mission—

—Make Disciples—

Hearing the Call
In the Envisioning Team Five Year

Statement of Vision, a high priority is
placed on empowering people to grow in
their relationships of love in the human,
spiritual, intellectual and pastoral areas.
Through prayer, people are able to discern
their calling and live more fully their voca-
tions to single, married, religious life or or-
dained ministry. 

Fr. Mark McCormick is the director of
the Office of Stewardship and
Vocations. He  remembers as a
child driving home from Mass
at Blessed Sacrament in Rapid
City and his father would say,
from time to time, “It would be
great if one of my sons would
become a priest and one of my

daughters would become a religious sister.”
“These words of my father continue to

echo in my own heart today,” said Father
McCormick. He advises that the best way
to create a culture of vocations in families is
for parents to pray with their children about
God’s desires and plans for them in their
lives. 

“Parents can assure their children that
God does indeed have a mission in his
kingdom reserved for them alone and God’s
plan is far better than any plan they might
choose for themselves,” he said. 

He invites parents to be intentional in
their conversations with their children
about the universal call to holiness and the
specific calls within that of a call to priest-
hood, religious life and sacramental mar-
riage. “I encourage them to emphasize that
God alone fulfills every the desire of the
human heart and does so in all of these vo-
cational paths,” said Father McCormick.
“One practical suggestion for cultivating a
vocation is to pray a prayer to know one’s
vocation as part of the meal blessing.” A
copy of this prayer and many other re-
sources can be found at www.Gods-call.org. 

He advocates inviting priests and reli-
gious sisters over for dinner and asking
them to share their personal call to priest-
hood or religious life. Lastly, a family could
pray a family rosary with the intention to
know one’s vocation or break open the Sun-
day Gospel as a way to reflect together on
the life-giving Word of God.

“My own discernment to priesthood re-

ally began by the gift of faith that my par-
ents gave me by participating in Sunday
Eucharist and, at times, daily Mass during
Lent. It was being actively involved in the
parish life at Blessed Sacrament Church as
an altar server through high school and
being involved in the parish youth group as
well as diocesan activities and retreat pro-
grams. It was during these activities that
caring adults at Blessed Sacrament would
pull me aside from time to time and invite
me to consider priesthood,” he said. 

“Bishop Harold Dimmerling had a
tremendous impact in my willingness to
give seminary a try. After my fourth visit to
Bishop Dimmerling, in a year while I was
going to South Dakota State University in
Brookings, he said to me ‘Mr. McCormick,
I know you feel called to be a youth minis-
ter but I’m telling you I think you have a call
to priesthood.’  In the end, I said yes to
Bishop Dimmerling and gave seminary a
try. He was right, it was in giving seminary
a try that I discovered the Father’s invita-
tion to be a priest of his Son, Jesus Christ. “

Guiding Children
The Envisioning Team recognizes as a

core value, the family as the domestic chuch,
and that parents and guardians are the pri-
mary educators of the children in the
Catholic faith. They encourage them to
model a lively faith by attending Mass,
praying daily and providing catechetical
formation. 

Director of Family Life Ministries, Amy
Julian, said, “I came into the church when
Gia was in pre-school, so she would come
with me to daily Mass before school each
day. Rather than push religious life, I

pushed the idea of discernment,
that God was calling her to a
particular life for which she had
been especially designed, and
she should involve him in that
decision. I pointed out the fact

that to go into religious life, if she was called
into marriage, would be just as sad as get-
ting married if she was truly called to be a
spouse of Christ. After that, I let my daugh-
ter make a decision.” 

Amy and her husband Joe live near Beu-
lah, Wyoming. Their daughter, Gia, was in-
vested with the habit of Servants of the
Lord and the Virgin of Matara on Decem-
ber 7, 2015. She received the name Sister

Maria, Madonna dei Poveri or Mary,
Mother of the Poor.

Pat and Rosemary Trask, Elm Springs,
have a son who is a diocesan priest, Fr. John
Paul Trask, Spearfish. He was ordained July
2, 2015.

Rosemary said, “Our goal was to orien-
tate home life to reflect the everyday routine
of the ‘domestic church.’  The priests we saw
each week were our heroes. We remem-

bered them in our daily family rosary, which
was our unity and protection. We sent our
children to Totus Tuus Camps and we went
as a family to parish missions and Marian
Conferences. As a dad, and a former altar
boy, Pat was defensive of that stepping
stone to ordination as a male calling that
reverenced God the Father.”   

Marriage as a Vocation
In their Priority Plan core values, the Envisioning Team said the people of the Dio-

cese of Rapid City, would support and promote the church’s understanding of marriage
and family life. In his pastoral letter, “Through Him, With Him and In Him,”  Bishop
Robert Gruss explains the marriage relationship using the Trinity. On  page 57, it says,
“... the Trinity is a loving and life-giving communion of equal Persons. The one God in
the loving inter-relationship of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

“Marriage, in this way, is a communion of love between co-equal persons, beginning
with the love between husband and wife, extending to all members of the family.”

Living out such devout faith for a lifetime is particularly important when facing life’s
challenges. Two couples, each married 50 years, were asked how their faith had strength-
ened their unions.

Marion and Darlene Matt, Philip, said they had always attended church together
and they raised their family in the church too. “We have always had our family involved
with us,” said Matt. 

Darlene said faith was particularly important when their son, a 21 year old college
student, was killed along with another boy in a car wreck during a snow storm. 

They agreed prayer is an important part of life whether it is indi-
vidual, family or silent.

“We are very close, we tell each other we love each other every
day. One of things I really enjoy is sitting in church and holding
his hand,” said Darlene. In service to their parish, Sacred Heart
Church, they both work on flowers and trimming bushes. 

Another couple, Bill and Linda Young, Custer, said faith
has been an integral part of their marriage. “Faith is impor-
tant from day one, in good times and difficult times.

“One thing that sticks out,” he said, “In the 1990s we at-
tended a Retrouvaille Retreat.* It kept us on track with our
faith and helped our marriage tremendously.” 

He quipped the oft used maxim, “The family that prays
together, stays together.”

Bill said, “Faith is more important now than every-
thing else. In society today our children and grand
children need good role models. Our faith has led us
to do that.”

Priority plan articles are continued on page 18.

*Retrouvaille is a retreat ministry
with follow-up sessions to help couples in 
hurting marriages, possibly separated or
divorced. 
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For any Christian to truly live the mission he or she has to be called by Christ. They
must be motivated by the love of Christ, and for that to happen the person has to fall
in love with Christ in a real way.  To that end we shape all our events and diocesan 
programs so that the Good Shepherd can reach his people and claim their hearts.

Through participation in Totus Tuus Girls and Boys Camps, Duc In Altum summer
catechetical program, World Youth Day, TEC (Together Encounter Christ) Retreats,
Steubenville Conferences, and other youth events and rallies, the young people of our
diocese experience an opportunity to encounter the Lord and let him reveal the plan
for each of their lives. 

In all of the programs mentioned we include Mass, adoration, reconciliation, and
various forms of prayer. Then we send them out to love their neighbor — not in theory
— not just during the retreat/camp, but every day. 

Especially through Totus Tuus we foster vocational awareness and the courage to 
answer the call. It is a beautiful thing to see teens at a Steubenville Conference, after a
moving encounter with the Lord in eucharistic adoration, go up to the altar (in front
of their peers) as a sign of their openness to a call to priesthood or religious life.

—Live the Mission—

Bringing the Priority Plan to Life at Home and in the Community
—Reconcile—Make Disciples—Live the Mission—

Randy Vette
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Vocational awareness was picture perfect at the Diocesan Middle and High School Youth Ral-
lies held October 9, at Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

Helping Right Here
As we, as Christians, strive to live life im-

itating Christ, the Envisioning Team calls
us to the core values of solidarity and char-
ity. Solidarity, it says in the Priority Plan is,
“recognizinging and accepting all people as
brothers and sisters; being responsible for
the common good of all.” 

Charity, the plan says, is “Loving God
and others because God first loved us. 

National and international collections
are held frequently in the parishes, but what
about loving and standing with people in
this diocese?

Mike Davies, an Envisioning Team
member, explained his parish is in a “sister
parish” relationship with three churches on
the Standing Rock Reservation. “In 1996,
Our Lady of the Black Hills in Piedmont
was remodeled to expand the worship space.
During this time, there was discussion and

concern about ‘focusing inward’
too much.  Then-pastor (the late)
Fr. Peter Kovarik and interested
church members brainstormed
possibilities to help others.  It
happened that one of Father
Kovarik’s friends, Fr. Steve
Biegler, was among the first
diocesan priests, along with (the
late) Msgr. William O’Connell,
to serve on the Standing Rock
Reservation. The parishes at that
time included: St. Bonaventure,
McIntosh; St. Michael,
Watauga; St. Aloysius, Bullhead;
Assumption of the Blessed Vir-
gin Mary, Kenel; and St. Bede,
Wakpala. The Piedmont Church
began a mutual relationship to
help, pray for and get to know
each other. (Today the parishes
supported include McLaughlin,
Kenel, Bullhead and Wakpala.) 

“Over the years, this has included mis-
sion trips, evangelization, pow-wows, teach-
ing exchanges, building crews, priest
exchanges, and most of all prayers and en-
couragement for each other to live and
evangelize our faith. In addition, OLBH
supports these parishes financially by giving
about $7,000 annually to help pay for gen-
eral costs. Piedmont parishioner Patty 
Cresalia is currently the head of the liaison
group.

Cresalia said, “Lifestyles, comforts, and
struggles are not the same everywhere and
as we learn about the culture surrounding
our parishes we are building an awareness
through the support we share. 

“The fruit borne of this relationship be-
tween OLBH and our four sister parish
communities are that we share the gift of
treasure and presence. We are no longer un-
known or strangers, but we become con-
nected in our desire to embrace faith
sharing in our church family.”

Fr. Michel Mulloy is an Envisioning
Team member and the pastor of those sister
parishes in the northern part of the diocese. 

He said, “McLaughlin and its missions
enjoy the ministry of Sr. Jacque Schroeder
and Sr. Brigitte Owamba-Shomba. Both
sisters are from Franciscan Orders. They
meet with and work with the people in our
four parishes in the spirit of St. Francis.

“They provide a presence that is different
from my priestly ministry and is unique to
their calling.  The diocese is helping with
the salaries and health care expenses in this
first year, but the additional expenses of
food, housing and transportation are paid
for in part through the generosity of Our
Lady of the Black Hills in Piedmont. 

“That parish has taken to heart  the
diocesan vision of “living the mission.” They
are putting their own resources into fulfill-
ing that vision and McLaughlin and its
missions are sharing in their commitment.
We are deeply grateful that they embrace
the diocesan vision.”

The funds provided for the reservation
parishes are crucial for serving those
churches according to Colleen Keller, the
McLaughlin bookkeeper. 

She said, “The money goes into Lakota
ministry. Every fiscal quarter I transfer
$7,000 and divide it between our three
parishes. (Masses are not offered at Wak-
pala.) It goes to pay for mileage for the sis-
ters and Father Mulloy to travel out to the
mission parishes, do a night with the rosary
and things like that. It helps with the
priest’s salary, catechetical supplies and faith
formation for kindergarten to adults on
Wednesday nights. 

“We couldn’t make it without our sister
parish.” 

McLaughlin and its missions enjoy the ministry of Sr.
Brigitte Owamba-Shomba, SSFAT, and Sr. Jacque
Schroeder, OSF. The Franciscan Sisters travel from
McLaughlin to Bullhead, Kenel and Wakpala. Sister
Jacque said after looking at the reservation needs they
decided family cathectical education, held weekly, was
most important. (WRC photo by Laurie Hallstrom)
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Sometimes when there is infertility in
marriage, couples make the decision to seek
out the services of a surrogate in order to
have a child. A surrogate is a woman who
agrees to be implanted with an embryo pro-
duced by in vitro fertilization (IVF) and to
hand over the newborn baby to the couple
upon completion of the gestation and birth.

In recent years, gestational surrogacy has
become a multi-million dollar industry, at-
tracting a broad clientele ranging from mar-
ried couples to single women, gay couples
or to anyone else with the desire for a baby
and the ability to finance the undertaking.
Surrogacy raises grave moral concerns, and
powerfully undermines the dignity of
human procreation, particularly when it
comes to the women and children involved
in the process.

One of the significant moral concerns
around surrogacy is that it introduces frac-
tures into parenthood by multiplying
parental roles. Surrogacy coerces children
into situations where they are subjected to
the unhealthy stresses of ambiguous or split
origins, perhaps being conceived from one
woman’s egg, gestated by another woman,
raised by a third, and maybe even dissoci-
ated from their father by anonymous sperm
donation. Such practices end up being pro-
foundly unfair and dehumanizing for the
children caught in the web of the process. 

One woman, who was herself conceived
by anonymous sperm donation, describes
her experience this way: “My existence
owed almost nothing to the serendipitous
nature of normal human reproduction,
where babies are the natural progression of
mutually fulfilling adult relationships, but
rather represented a verbal contract, a finan-
cial transaction and a cold, clinical harness-
ing of medical technology.” 

Moreover, women who sign up as surro-
gates often feel deeply conflicted about giv-
ing up the baby at birth and tearing asunder

an important nine month connection and
relationship that had been carefully devel-
oped and nurtured.

There can be no doubt that the hawkers
and promoters of surrogacy exploit vulner-
able, financially challenged women, often in
overseas settings, to undergo the risks of
drug-induced artificial pregnancy. While
the proponents of the procedure will often
portray these women as motivated primarily
by a desire to help others, surrogates them-
selves will privately note how they do it for
the money, and in the absence of substantial
payments, wouldn’t be willing to move
ahead with the arduous procedure. 

Alex Kuczynski, describing her own ex-
perience of engaging a surrogate in a 2008
New York Times interview, speaks frankly,
“We encountered the wink-nod rule: Sur-
rogates would never say they were moti-
vated to carry a child for another couple just
for money; they were all motivated by al-
truism. This gentle hypocrisy allows surro-
gacy to take place. Without it, both sides
would have to acknowledge the deep cul-
tural revulsion against attaching a dollar fig-
ure to the creation of a human life.”

Indeed, surrogacy involves turning
human life into a commodity on multiple
levels, as Kathleen Sloan recently described
in testimony given to a Minnesota state
commission studying the issue. A seemingly
unlikely opponent of the procedure, Sloan
works as a pro-abortion feminist and direc-

tor of the National Organization for
Women in Connecticut. 

On gestational surrogacy, however, she
agrees with pro-life criticisms, noting how
it involves “children intentionally severed
from genetic and biological sources of iden-
tity, human rights be damned. In essence, it
is the ultimate manifestation of the neolib-
eral project of capitalist commodification of
all life to create profit and fulfill the narcis-
sistic desires of an entitled elite.”

Those narcissistic desires are readily
catered to by an IVF industry that generates
offspring in the laboratory for clients. In
this process, extra embryonic humans are
produced, stored and oftentimes orphaned
in freezers, or even discarded outright by
throwing them away as “biomedical waste.”
In fact, the process of IVF, central to the
practice of surrogacy, generally ends up
killing more babies than it delivers. Coupled
with the fact that contracting couples can
pressure the surrogate mother to undergo
an abortion if the in-utero child appears to
be “imperfect,” or to eliminate a twin
through “selective reduction” in a multiple
pregnancy, it can hardly be disputed that
children are pawns in the merciless

The multiple moral problems of surrogacy
endgame of satisfy-
ing parental and cus-
tomer desires and
corporate profit mo-
tives.

A woman’s repro-
ductive powers and
her God-given fe-
cundity should never
be reduced to the sta-
tus of a “gestator for
hire” or a “breeder” as
they are sometimes
called by industry in-
siders, nor should
women be exploited
by allowing payment
for harvesting their
eggs. 

A woman’s pro-
creative powers
ought to be shared uniquely through mari-
tal acts with her husband, so that all the
children born of her are genetically and
otherwise her own. All children merit and
deserve this loving consideration and assur-
ance of protection at the point of their frag-
ile and sacred beginnings.

Director of
Education 
The National

Catholic
Bioethics 
Center, 

Philadelphia. 
www.ncb
center.org

Fr. Tadeusz 
Pacholczyk,
Ph.D.

‘... contracting couples can
pressure the surrogate mother
to undergo an abortion if the
in-utero child appears to be
“imperfect,” or to eliminate a
twin through “selective 
reduction” in a multiple 

pregnancy ...’
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In a statement to mark Respect Life Month, October 2016, Timothy Cardinal Dolan,
chair of the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities, called for all human life to be
“cherished and protected.”  The cardinal’s statement launches the year-long Respect Life
Program which explores the theme, “Moved by Mercy.” As Pope Francis said in calling
for the Jubilee Year of Mercy, “We are called to show mercy because mercy has first been
shown to us.” 

Cardinal Dolan said: “When we let our hearts be moved by God’s mercy, it shapes
everything. ... From each tiny child waiting to be born, to individuals nearing death, all
are precious and deserve our care and protection.” 

“Women and men suffering after abortion, individuals tempted to end their lives, cou-
ples longing to conceive a child, people pushed to the margins of society by a ‘throwaway
culture,’ expectant mothers facing challenging pregnancies, and every other person — each
‘has a place in God’s heart from all eternity’,” he said, citing the 2016 apostolic exhorta-
tion, Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love). Cardinal Dolan called for every person to be
“treated with the dignity they deserve. No one should ever be treated callously or carelessly
- everyone should be cherished and protected!”

The full text of Cardinal Dolan’s statement is available along with many other resources
at www.usccb.org/respectlife.

Labor concerns need vision and community
The lack of jobs that can support families, particularly among those without access to

higher education, has placed heavy burdens on families and communities across the coun-
try. The church draws close to these families and expresses words of hope, said Archbishop
Thomas G. Wenski of Miami, chairman of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Domestic Jus-

tice and Human Development in the 2016
Labor Day statement.

Archbishop Wenski drew attention to
Pope Francis’ last year’s address to the U.S.
Congress, in which he highlighted the con-
nection between economic pressures and
stresses on the family. Archbishop Wenski in
particular lamented the struggles of those in
communities with elevated rates of poverty,
substance abuse, and the dissolution of the
family. “The church weeps with all of these
families, with these children, whose homes
and worlds are broken,” Archbishop Wenski
said.

While the United States is undergoing a
difficult time with political tensions, fear, and
anxiety, Archbishop Wenski challenged peo-

ple to respond with faith and action. “For our dynamics to change, we must replace fear
with a fuller vision that can be powerfully supported by our faith ... the church’s history is
filled with communities that took seriously the call to be their ‘brother’s keeper’ (Gen. 4:9),
faced challenges together, and lifted up the cry of the poor (Psalm 34:7).”

The full text of the 2016 Labor Day statement is available at www.usccb.org/issues-
and-action/human-life-and-dignity/labor-employment/labor-day-statement-2016.cfm

Respect Life Month, October/ Respect Life Sunday, October 30

Unemployment places a heavy burden on
families and communities. 

In Your Prayers
In Your Prayers is designed to help us remember the birthdays, ordination and death
anniversaries of the priests who serve us. Ordinations: November 29, Fr. Vincent
Suparman, SCJ. Birthdays: November 6, Fr. Jonathan Dillon; November 8, Fr. Andrzej
Wyrostek; November 9, Fr. Robert Baden; November 10, Fr. William Zandri and Fr.
Peter Klink, SJ; November 24, Fr. Janusz Korban; November 25, Fr. Daniel Juelfs.
Necrology: November 4, 1955, Francis Guessen; November 4, 1997, Joseph Shee-
han, SJ; November 7, 1958, James Keller; November 10, 1981, Thomas Healy; No-
vember 10, 1997, Bernard Fagan, SJ; November 15, 1961, William Kingsley;
November 17, 1902, Michael Quinlan; November 18, 1973, Michael Costigan; No-
vember 20, 1950, Louis O’Connor, SJ; November 20, 1965, Eugene O’Connor; No-
vember 21, 1945, Berthold Brown, OSB; November 21, 1978, Ralph Villwock;
November 22, 1996, Christian Keeler, SJ; November 23, 1989, Patrick Igoe; No-
vember 28, 1915, Bishop John Stariha; November 28, 2014, Peter Kovarik; Novem-
ber 29, 2003, Andrew Staricek; November 29, 2006, William Pauly, SJ. 
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By Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

The Lakota have a prayer, Mitakuye
Oyasin, which means, “All My Relatives.”
This means that we are all related and all
the earth is kin. We are all a part of each
other and we collectively share a common,
“Mother Earth.” Even those who have
passed away are considered to be a part of
this prayer. They are in the spirit world
and the spirit world envelopes us. This
concept of a world still connected to a
spiritual realm is similar to the Catholic
concept of, “The Communion of Saints.”

On the feast of All Saints, November
1, we recall all the good people who have
gone before us into heaven. Those who are
with God are holy because He is holy and
we call them, “Saints of God.” We re-
member them and honor them. We try to
live a life that exemplified the way in
which they modeled when they lived
among us. We try to be good relatives and
treat others with common courtesy, re-
spect and honor.

This feast dates back to the 7th cen-
tury. About the year 731, Pope Gregory
III consecrated a chapel in St. Peter
Church in honor of all of the saints, and
since then the feast of All Saints has been
celebrated in the church. The responsorial
psalm gives a description of a saint; some-
one who is not devoted to idols. An idol
is an object that we worship that takes the
place of God in our lives. Some of the

more likely idols of our society could be;
money, fame, power, comfort, convenience
and youthfulness. In Psalm 24:3-4 it says”

“Who may go to the mountain of the
Lord?

Who can stand in his holy place?
The clean of hand and pure of heart,
Who are not devoted to idols…?” 
The saints are people who worshipped

God and placed their trust only in him
even when troubles and adversities sur-
mounted. If we were to remember one
thing about All Saints Day it should be
this; all those we honor on this day —
people from every nation, race and tongue
— take no credit for their glorious tri-
umph. They know they are standing be-
fore the throne of God only because they
trusted in his love and believed his prom-
ises during times of hardship, persecution,
and temptation. 

How many individuals or relatives do
we count among the Communion of
Saints? How has their example of faith af-
fected the way we live our lives? They may
have seemed to be common folks in their
daily simple lives but they showed us the
Face of the Father and showed love and
compassion to all they came into contact
with. Just as the saints that we read about
in the Bible, our people of God were or-
dinary people who were devoted to God
and through his grace and mercy they
have been found worthy to be called,
“Saints of God.”

All Saint’s: Remembering the departed 

A woman walks in front of the pantheon of the Marquesa de San Juan de Nieva in the 
municipal cemetery of La Carriona in Aviles, Spain. Catholics celebrate All Saints’ Day on
Tuesday, Nov. 1 and Souls Day on Wednesday, Nov. 2.  (CNS photo/Eloy Alonso, Reuters)

Blessed are those who have died in the Lord;
let them rest from their labors

for their good deeds go with them.
—  “Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers,” p. 271
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Christmas Stamps
Mary holds the child Jesus in a 15th-century Florentine painting depicted on one of two reli-
giously themed Christmas stamps being issued by the U.S. Postal Service. The image was
adapted from a work by an anonymous follower of artists Fra Filippo Lippi and Pesellino. The
original painting is in the collection of the National Gallery of Art in Washington. The stamp
was to be available at post offices Oct. 18. A second stamp depicting the Nativity in silhou-
ette against the dawn sky was planned for release Nov. 3. (CNS photo/U.S. Postal Service)

Pope Francis passes a statue of Martin
Luther as he arrives for an Oct. 13 audience
with a pilgrimage of Catholics and Lutherans
from Germany in the Paul VI hall at the Vati-
can. (CNS photo/Giorgio Onorati, EPA) 

By Cindy Wooden 
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Meeting a

pilgrimage of Catholics and Lutherans
from Germany, Pope Francis said he does
not like “the contradiction of those who
want to defend Christianity in the West,
and, on the other hand, are against refugees
and other religions.”

“This is not something I’ve read in
books, but I see in the newspapers and on
television every day,” Pope Francis said.

Answering questions from young people
in the group Oct. 13, the pope said, “the
sickness or, you can say the sin, that Jesus
condemns most is hypocrisy,” which is pre-
cisely what is happening when someone
claims to be a Christian but does not live
according to the teaching of Christ.

“You cannot be a Christian without liv-
ing like a Christian,” he said. “You cannot
be a Christian without practicing the Beat-
itudes. You cannot be a Christian without
doing what Jesus teaches us in Matthew
25,” which is to feed the hungry, clothe the
naked and welcome the stranger.

“It’s hypocrisy to call yourself a Christian
and chase away a refugee or someone seek-
ing help, someone who is hungry or thirsty,

toss out someone who is in need of my
help,” he said. “If I say I am Christian, but
do these things, I’m a hypocrite.”

Asked what he thought of the Reforma-
tion, Pope Francis said the Christian com-
munity is called to continual growth and
maturity, and its entire history has been
marked by reform movements “small and
not so small,” some of which were healthy
and holy, others which went awry because
of human sin.

“The greatest reformers of the church are
the saints, those men and women who fol-
low the word of God and practice it,” he
told the pilgrims, most of whom came from
Martin Luther’s home region of Saxony-
Anhalt.

In his formal talk to the group, Pope
Francis said Christians must praise God
that, in the past 50 years, Catholics and
Lutherans have moved “from conflict to

communion. We already have traveled an
important part of the road together.”

Noting that he would go to Lund, Swe-
den, at the end of the month to participate
with Lutheran leaders in opening com-
memorations of the 500th anniversary of
the Protestant Reformation, Pope Francis
said an important part of the commemo-
ration would be a joint commitment to
working together in a world “thirsting for
God and his mercy.”

The world needs Christians to witness
God’s mercy “through service to the poor-
est, the sick (and) those who have aban-
doned their homelands in search of a better
future for themselves and their families,” he
said.

“In putting ourselves at the service of
the neediest,” Pope Francis said, “we will
experience that we already are united; it is
God’s mercy that unites us.” 

Christians who reject all refugees are ‘hypocrites,’ pope says

Knights of Columbus receive U.N. award
NEW YORK (CNS) — Protecting Christianity and religious pluralism in the Middle

East and respecting the rights of all would open the path to peace in the region, Supreme
Knight Carl Anderson said at a dinner in New York Oct. 12. He made the comments in
accepting the Path to Peace Award, sponsored by the Path to Peace Foundation. As pres-
ident of the foundation, Archbishop Bernardito Auza, the Vatican’s permanent observer
to the United Nations, presented the award to Anderson and the Knights of Columbus
for the international fraternal organization’s life-saving work in the Middle East and “hu-
manitarian work throughout the world.”
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Vacancy 
Chief Financial Officer

Diocese of Rapid City, SD 
Position Summary
The Chief Financial Officer (CFO) is responsible for the overall financial operations and
strategy for the Diocese and for fostering the professional, honest, and prudent use of
its temporal resources in carrying out the Diocesan mission. This position is directly 
accountable to the Bishop of Rapid City. A more detailed job description is available on
the diocesan website at rapidcitydiocese.org.  
Applicant Qualifications - Education and Experience:
This person must be a practicing Catholic. Experience in financial management, 
supervision of staff, and not-for-profit accounting required. The successful candidate
must have excellent communication skills and the ability to collaborate with multiple 
organizations and boards. Undergraduate degree in business administration, finance
and/or accounting required. CPA designation and/or Master’s degree in business or 
finance desirable.
Applying
Application is available at rapidcitydiocese.org. Please send completed application and
resume to Margaret Simonson, Chancellor, PO Box 678, Rapid City SD 57709 or email
to msimonson@diorc.org.

BY BECKY BERRETH

On September 16, the Diocese of Rapid
City hosted an evening with Father
Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., from the 
National Catholic Bioethics Center,
Philadelphia, Pa., as a way to invite those in
the medical field to help the diocese estab-
lish a local guild with the Catholic Medical
Association. The night began with a White
Mass honoring those in the healthcare 
profession, followed by presentations by 
Fr. Tad and regional CMA representatives.
The diocese needs six medical professionals
to join the national group before the diocese
can petition for a local guild. 

“Creating a Catholic Medical Associa-
tion Guild in our diocese is important 
because it will provide great support for
those who desire to provide excellent health
care in accordance with the teachings of the
church,” said Bishop Robert Gruss. “Our

culture places many demands on physicians
and those who work with them. At times
these demands can be in conflict with our
Catholic faith, putting Catholic healthcare
practitioners in precarious situations.”

Amy Julian, director of Family Life
Ministries, agreed, noting that many of
life’s challenges impact the medical
provider. “The more support we can offer
them in their efforts to follow church
teaching, and their efforts to know church
teaching makes it easier for patients to un-
derstand church teaching when they are in
an end of life situation for example. When
people are facing those decisions they don’t
run to their priest or check church teach-
ings to see what they suggest.” 

The CMA is the largest association of
Catholic individuals in health care. Accord-
ing to their website, the group is a “physi-
cian-led community of healthcare
professionals that informs, organizes, and

inspires its members, in steadfast fidelity to
the teachings of the Catholic Church, to
uphold the principles of the Catholic faith
in the science and practice of medicine.”
The purpose of the guild is to provide 
fellowship, education, and opportunities to
serve the local church, public, and others in
their particular healthcare field. 

Beth Erk, Newell, said she was consid-
ering joining the organization to stay 
informed about what challenges medical
professionals face, and have resources to
find answers to moral questions if when
they arise. 

“I would like to stay informed about 
issues that arise in regards to conscientious
objection, abortion, and other ethical 
issues,” Erk said. “I am seeing policies that
are being written that do not support the
right to conscientious objection and I would
like to see the organization help us to be
proactive in addressing those issues before
we are faced with ethical decisions and do
not have the right to conscientious objec-
tion.”

Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D., from the
National Catholic Bioethics Center, gives a
presentation to a group of Catholic medical
professionals at Terra Sancta. His talk 
focused on the early induction of labor
demonstrating how to use the bioethical
principle of “Double Effect” and the “Ethical
and Religious Directives” (USCCB) to help
make decisions in-line with the Catholic
teachings.  He also encouraged those in 
attendance to join the CMA saying, “One of
the most important things for physicians is
to feel connected and to know you are not
alone in the issues you face.” (WRC photo by
Becky Berreth)

Catholic Medical Association: ‘Support for those who desire to provide excellent health care’
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Bishop’s Hunt for Seminarians
Hunters (not in order) Bishop Robert Gruss, Tim Henderson, Bill Gartland, Bob Thompson,
Chris Lien, Dustin Hunsocker, Fr. Chris Hathaway, Gary Grajcyk, Greg Schweiss, Jeff Hurd, Ken
Efferding, Kim Sarver, Larry Smith, Mark Schlicte, Pete Lien, Rob Kegrin, and Tony Berendse,
pose for a photo after the annual Bishop’s Hunt for Seminarians. The hunt raises money for
seminarian education. It is held at Stukel’s Upland Adventures in Gregory. (Not pictured: 
Father Godfrey Muwanga. Courtesy photo)

Longevity
Eleven of the 12 Aberle children raised north of Trail City are still living and six of them are
age 80 or older. Five of the octogenarians gathered at their family reunion last summer for a
photo. (Back row) Marian Gilbert, Sun City, Ariz.; and Al Aberle, Promise. (Front row) Vi Buz-
icky, St. Paul, Minn.; Mona Young, Rapid City; and Andy Aberle, Timber Lake. Not pictured is
Gene Aberle, Goldwaith, Texas. While growing up the family attended Holy Rosary Church
where the boys were altar servers. (Courtesy photo)

Postulant pinning ceremony
Audree Blankartz prays during the postulant
pinning ceremony. After a simple entrance 
ceremony, Blankartz begins a year of immer-
sion into the life of the Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecelia, Nashville, Tenn. She will attend 
community prayers and practices, become 
acquainted with the basics of Dominican 
spirituality and history, and attend classes at
Aquinas College studying philosophy and basic
Catholic doctrine. Classes at the Motherhouse
include sacred Scripture, the spiritual life, and
church history. Her mother and stepfather are
Kassi and Chris Jolley of the Cathedral of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. 
(Photo courtesy Sister Peter Marie, O.P.) 
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Richard & Karen Sedlacek
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 

Keystone
Married in Lesterville

August 16, 1966

Gregory & MaryAnn Woitas
St. Joesph, Spearfish

Married in Guckeen, Minn.
November 26, 1966

Bill & Linda Young
St. John the Baptist, Custer

Married in Custer
September 3, 1966

Ron & Bev Krier
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City

Married in Emery
June 28, 1966

Marion & Darlene Matt
Sacred Heart, Philip
Married in Rapid City
November 19, 1966

Peter and Mary Dowse
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City

Married in West 
Stewartstown, NH

June 18, 1966

William and Marion Kelly
Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, Rapid City
Married in Cheyenne, WY

November 26, 1966

Ken & Pam VenJohn
Our Lady of the Black Hills,

Piedmont
Married in Polo
January 22, 1966

Deacon Luis & Teresa Usera
St. Isaac Jogues, Rapid City
Married in Manhatten, NY

June 18, 1966

Deacon Jim & Ann Van Loan
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City

Married in Rapid City
October 1, 1966

Lane & Clare Ten Eyck
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, 

Keystone
Married in Harrington, Neb.

August 13, 1966

Patrick & Beverly Urbaniak
St. Francis of Assisi, Sturgis

Married in Sturgis
June 18, 1966

(Photos provided by parishioners
and the West River Catholic)

www.bhbeautycollege.com

HAIR
Salon Management

Rapid City • Sioux Falls

C u t t i n g  E d g e  C a r e e r s

EAUTY COLLEGEB l a c k  H i l l s

1966-2016
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We put our money where
our faith is.

We do not invest in companies that deal in abortions, contraception, 
human cloning, embryonic stem cell research, 

for-pro�t health care that pays for any of the aforementioned, and pornography.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E    D I S A B I L I T Y  I N S U R A N C E    
L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Contact us today to learn more:

Gen_Integrity, Exp. 7/15/17

Mark DiSanto
Rapid City
605-391-5694
mark.disanto@kofc.org

Jon Beebe
General Agent
605-882-8689

jon.beebe@kofc.org

Je� Mollman
Lead
605-641-4690
je�.mollman@kofc.org

www.kofcbeebeagency.com
www.facebook.com/knightsinsurance 

Lasting love
A Celebration of Marriage Mass was held at Terra Sancta, Rapid City, September 18. Follow-
ing Mass, a luncheon was hosted by the Diocesan Office of Family Life Ministries. In atten-
dance were couples celebrating 25, 40, 50, or more years of marriage this year. Bishop
Robert Gruss presented certificates to the couples who were honored. This year, Martin and
Mary Joregneson, Immaculate Conception, Winner, were the longest married couple in atten-
dance. They were married July 27, 1946. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)
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Middle School Youth Rally
Brad Farmer and Gene Monterastelli, of APeX Ministries, perform a skit with sixth grader
Hudson Roerick, Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City, during the Middle School Youth Rally
held at Terra Sancta. More than 100 middle school students from the diocese attended the
event. APeX Ministries uses sketch comedy to tell parables and, according to the website,
“seamlessly integrating the use of juggling and street performer style skills and intensity” to
share personal testimony of spiritual realities and take them deeper in exploring the Catholic
themes of the parables. (WRC photos by Becky Berreth)

BY BECKY BERRETH
What do you want from your faith? Do

you want to coast through and do what your
parents want? Do you want to have a life
that is so deep and powerful that the world
doesn’t have a category for it? What if you
could go to Mass and it changes you? What
if you go to Mass and it’s the most refresh-
ing thing you do all
week? 

Those were the
questions posed by
Mike Gormley, aka
Gomer, speaker at
the Diocesan High
School Youth Rally,
October 8. Nearly
60 high school stu-
dents attended the
event held at Terra
Sancta. This year’s
theme was “Lost
and Found.” 

“We keep living
in a duality,” he ex-
plained. “We do
our thing and occa-
sionally do what
God wants us to do. We mark off our wor-
thy obedience checklist and yet we leave the
church and continue with our lives the way
they were before.”

In order to change this way of thinking,

Gormley emphasized prayer. “Our prayer
life is our personal relationship to Christ.
And if we don’t have a personal prayer life
we don’t have a personal relationship with
Christ. If we don’t have a personal relation-
ship with Christ we have a formal, external,
repeated relationship with Jesus,” he said.  

“Jesus Christ is not just a teacher. You
cannot save
yourself. We
reduce him to
just teacher
and we strip
him of his
mission and
purpose. Jesus
Christ is the
eternal son of
God. You need
to surrender
control of your
life to him.” 

According
to Gormley,
another reason
people dis-
tance them-

selves from God is they think that God
hates them. Many Catholics are wracked
with the notion that God is looking at us
and is disappointed, he explained, telling
students there are three things people do
when they have disappointed someone,

even God: 
1) Polite avoidance — Doing the bare

minimum, only attending Mass on Christ-
mas and Easter, with a smile on your face
but when it is over you leave relieved. 

2) Hostile rejection: You don’t want me
God, then I don’t want you. 

3) Good earner: These people think that
God is so mad at them that they do every-
thing in their power to get God to love
them. No father makes his children earn his
love. 

“This is the worst one,” he said. “There
is nothing you can do to invalidate God’s
love. He does not look at you with disgust

and disappointment and dismiss you. He
sees your sin. He hates your sin so much,
he sends his only son to die for your sins so
that your sin no longer holds you back from
his love. God didn’t kick us out of the
house. We ran away. 

“The father wants you to repent and
come home. He’s not waiting to shame you
or make you feel guilty. Will you enter into
that celebration? Are you ready to return
home? Run to your father. Don’t sashay or
crawl, just run. Don’t let embarrassment
keep you from God. You belong to the
heavenly father. That is your father. Your
home is with our heavenly father.”

‘The father wants you to repent and come home’

Speaker Mike Gormley (center) signals senior Forrest
Lewis, Custer, and sophomore Max Percy, Lead, to
start the game during the final round of “Rock,
Paper, Scissors — Cheerleader Edition.”
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Home Away from Home

What are the plans for
the new facility?

What programs and events will
the Newman Center offer?

A chapel with seating for 150 people

Two dormitory-style rooms that will be 
offered to BHSU students in exchange 
for maintenance and cleaning services 
of the facility. 

Small residence quarters for
Fellowship of Catholic University 
Student (FOCUS) missionaries who will
serve as program directors and assume 
a pastoral role at the center.

A full kitchen, allowing students to cook
their own meals. This will also 
accommodate volunteers who provide
meals for students.

A large fellowship hall that will facilitate
the many spiritual activities designed to
help all students grow in their faith.

Office space for Newman Center staff

A lounge/study area to encourage both
scholarship and fellowship. 

Sunday Mass specifically directed 
toward BHSU students, faculty and staff

Daily Masses with Liturgies for Holy Days
and special feast days

The building and chapel will be 
available for daily devotionals, including
regularly scheduled morning and evening
prayer, Liturgy of the Hours, and opportu-
nities for adoration. 

Opportunities to offer marriage 
preparation for BHSU students, 
on-site RCIA, and retreats.

Social activities   including movie nights,
game nights, evening meals, and 
luncheons.

The 21,000 square feet of property is 
located at the corner of King and University
Streets — less than one block away from
campus. The facility will total 16,320 square
feet. The three-level building will 
feature: 

A Spiritual
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l
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l
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When Dru Barzeski decided to attend
Black Hills State University, she didn’t
think that not having a car would be a
problem until she decided to attend Mass.
“I am walking at night time, alone and even
during the winter months,” she explained.
“If the Newman Center were near campus,
it would be easy for me to share in the ac-
tivities and incorporate adoration into my
daily schedule.” 

The current building is nearly a mile
from campus, and that according to Taylor
Linn, director of youth and Newman min-
istry, is the biggest struggle with the build-
ing right now. “The new Newman Center
will be located just yards from the main en-
trance to the university. It will be so much
more accessible to students.

“The students will continue to serve the
local parish and our community in many
ways as they have in the past, but they are
more than ready and excited to have their
own spiritual home where they can pray
and celebrate Mass and their faith.” 

“Black Hills State University is the only
public university in South Dakota without
a Newman Center adjacent to campus,”
said Kay Schallenkamp, past president of
BHSU. “We have the opportunity to
change this.”

Kristin Thompson, development direc-
tor for the BHSU Newman Center, and
Msgr. Michael Woster, Newman chaplain
and pastor at St. Joseph, Spearfish and its
affiliated parishes, have been quietly speak-
ing with donors to raise funds for a new
building adjacent to
campus, and are
working to finish
raising the last 20
percent necessary to
break ground in
March of 2017.  The
second and public
phase of the cam-
paign began with a
parish mailing to the
parishioners of St.
Joseph Church,
Spearfish; St. Paul,
Belle Fourche; and St. Mary Star of the
Sea, Newell; in late September. The third
stage, beginning in early November, is a
mailing campaign to BHSU Catholic
alumni and outreach to other parishes in

the diocese with former students who at-
tended BHSU.

“We want to serve all of the students,
not just practicing Catholics. Faculty and
staff, who are not able to break away for a
time of quiet reflection or prayer, will be
able to use it as well,” explained Thompson. 

According to Thompson, the distance
from campus is not the only reason for a
new building. “This ministry is active and
growing. We need a bigger place because
the current Newman center is bursting at
the seams. We aren’t building a place for a
ministry that we want to create, we are
building a new home for a community
that’s growing.

“We see 20-30 active members at the
current building
throughout the year,
but our mailing list
includes more have
more than 100 stu-
dents who engage in
Newman activities
throughout the year,”
she continued. “This
year we are seeing an
increase in our activ-
ities over previous
years. Our chapel
currently seats 12

students comfortably. We consistently have
25 students that show up for daily Mass on
Tuesdays, and because of the chapel is too
small, students must attend Sunday Mass
at St. Joseph Parish or not at all.”

Newman Center students are active in
parish life at St. Joseph Church serving as
Eucharistic ministers, and lectors. Some
help with Generations of Faith, faith for-
mation, and confirmation retreats. 

“Catholic Newman Centers across the
country are vital in creating a place for col-
lege students to find the support of other
Catholic students living and growing in
their Catholic faith,” said Bishop Robert
Gruss. “This is why building a new Catholic
Newman Center at Black Hills State Uni-
versity is so important. The ministries pro-
vided to Catholic and non-Catholic
students play an important role in helping
develop future Christian leaders for the
church and the world.”

“Remember these young people will be
our Catholic and Christian leaders in our
parishes, schools, communities and busi-
nesses for generations to come,” agreed
Msgr. Woster. “I cannot imagine any other
ministry as important as this one. It forms
students in the gift of our Catholic faith.
The new center will provide a ‘spiritual
home away from home’ during the most
critical years of their formation in life.

“We are so very close to completing our
campaign. We have raised 80 percent of the
funds needed to bring this vision of Bishop
Gruss and our campaign team to reality.
Anyone who loves our college students and
recognizes the need to support their growth
in the Christian faith please join in the
campaign and help bring this project to
completion.” 

An architectural rendering of the proposed Black Hills State University Newman Center. The
three-level facility will feature a chapel, full kitchen, a large fellowship hall, and office space
for the Newman Center staff.

give
Contact:

Kristin Thompson, Development Director
605-642-2306

newmanbhsu@stjosephspearfish.com

Visit
http://www.bhsunewman.com/support.php

How to 

Newman Center ministry ‘bursting at the seams’
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