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Catholics are encouraged to
celebrate the feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary on August 15, but it is not a
holy day of obligation this year.

Priority Plan Begins

With the guidance of the Priority Plan of the Diocese of Rapid
City the West River Catholic will be publishing a series of
articles highlighting ways of living the
mission statement, core values and priorities.
This month’s topics are Reconcilation, Outreach
and Charity. The diocesan Offices of Family Life

Ministries and Native Ministry as well a Catholic lay organization, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, are featured in this
edition. (Above) The Conference for Spearfish, Belle Fourche
and Newell have opened a thrift store in Spearfish to help
fund their outreach to the poor. See pages 12-13.
(Courtesy photo)

Mailing label

National leadership expert Summit keynote speaker

Jim Beckman

The Annual Stewardship
Summit will be held October
28-29, at Terra Sancta Retreat
Center. The keynote speaker is
Jim Beckman of the Augustinian Institute.
Beckman directs the Leadership Institute under the Lay
Division of Formation of St.
John Vianney Theological
Seminary for the Archdiocese

of Denver and is an Associate
Professor of Leadership and
Discipleship at the Augustine
Institute in Denver, Colo. He
teaches on topics of leadership,
evangelization and discipleship
for both institutions. Beckman
also coordinates the Leadership for the New Evangelization Track for the Augustine
Institute. He has been involved

with parish ministry, evangelization and leadership development for more than 30 years.
A graduate from Franciscan
University of Steubenville in
1987. He has served in various
roles of leadership of national,
regional and local ministry
ever since.

A schedule and registration information will be published later.
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‘My heart is filled with deep gratitude’
Blessings to all of you as we find
ourselves midway through the summer.
This is the time of the year for me when
three meaningful days come into play
within thirty-four days — my birthday,
the anniversary of my priesthood
ordination and the anniversary of my
episcopal ordination. These three
events are monumental occasions of
grace and blessing for me.
We all have a personal history to
share. In a similar way that the Old
Testament stresses a special relationship between God and his chosen people, Israel, my personal history tells a
wonderful story of God’s love and presence leading me to this moment in time
and history. As I come to the end of five
years as the Bishop of Rapid City, it has
given me pause to prayerfully reflect
back upon the journey. Like God’s
relationship with the Israelites, there are
so many ways in which the Lord has
embraced me in love and mercy,
leading me back on the path when I
have gone astray, giving me encouragement when I have doubted my
vocation, loving me when I didn’t
deserve it, and blessing me with the gift
of the priesthood and the episcopacy.

These last twenty-two years as a
priest, as I have stepped out in faith and
trust, have brought me clarity regarding
my true identity, a priest of Jesus Christ.
As I have engaged a life of prayer,
encountered Jesus in the sacramental
life of the church, experienced him in
the sacred ministry of loving others, I
have been drawn more deeply into a
living relationship with him. This
relationship has fueled the ministry to
which I have been called, both the
priesthood and the episcopacy. These
encounters with the Lord and with his
people have given me great insight into
the saving mystery of Christ’s love for
us. The paschal mystery has come alive.
As I approach the anniversary of my
episcopal ordination, July 28, my heart
is filled with deep gratitude for many
things, but one in particular is having
been sent to Rapid City to be your shepherd. It hasn’t been without its
challenges and burdens, but these five
years have been filled with many graces
and blessings, too numerous to count. I
have thoroughly enjoyed this time with
all of you. I still struggle some days to
grasp what it means to be a bishop — it
has been on-the-job-training. Some

Bishop
Robert D. Gruss

Happy 5th
Anniversary of your
Episcopal Ordination
July 28, 2011 to
July 28, 2016
Photo by Big Ed’s Studio and
Photography

days I wonder if I am doing what I am
supposed to do or if I am doing things
the right way (as if there is a right way)
or if am I providing the leadership the
diocese needs. I realize that these are
only human reactions to this position.
But as I pray daily for my ministry
and for those with whom and for whom
I minister as shepherd, I feel guided by
the hand of God as I entrust it all to his
care. This is the grace of surrender. I
will continue to remain in this posture
of surrender, placing it all in the Lord’s
hands — for my sake and yours.
In this experience, as I look at the
many great things that are going on in
the diocese (though at times it may feel
like too much), I am confident that the
Holy Spirit is alive and seeking to
awaken the hearts of God’s people to
the “more” which he desires for all of
us.
These past five years have been
filled with experiences of love and
support for me, God’s loving support as
well as the love and support of all of
you. I am deeply grateful and cannot
thank you enough. Any accomplishments that have taken place over these
years are the result of this love and
support. No bishop can accomplish
anything on their own. In fact Jesus has
said, “Apart from me, you can do
nothing” (Jn 5:15). But also without the
help and support of the people of God,
little fruit will be born from any efforts
I have put forth. Again, I am deeply
grateful for all we have accomplished
together.
We must keep moving forward
together into the future as well. The
Lord has great plans for each of us,
individually and as the body of Christ.
Let each of us place each day into the
hands of our loving, caring and merciful Father with great trust and confidence so that we might receive the
“more” that he wants to pour out upon
us and the diocese.
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Many thanks to all of you for a
wonderful five years, for your prayers,
your love and support. I am deeply
grateful, and again, I feel richly blessed.
I look forward, with great anticipation
to what the Lord Jesus has in store for
us, but also to walking forward in faith
with all of you. Ad multos annos!
In this Year of Mercy, may the
Father, who is rich in mercy, bring you
a wellspring of joy, tranquility, and
peace.

Bishop’s Calendar
July 19-August 20, 2016

Subject to change without notice

July 19, Tuesday
Day of Mercy in all parishes
August 3, Wednesday
Clergy-Seminarian Day
August 13, Saturday
10:30 a.m. Sioux Spiritual
Center Board Meeting,
Chancery Conference Room
1:15 p.m. Veritatis Splendor
Institute, Terra Sancta
August 14, Sunday
10:30 a.m. CT Mass,
Installation of Fr. Heying,
Presho
August 15, Monday
7 a.m. Mass, Solemnity of the
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Cathedral
August 20, Saturday
11a.m.-5 p.m. Pilgrimage of
Mercy, Holy Cross, Timber
Lake (Mass at 3 p.m.)
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Ride with the Bishop
June 12, a motorcycle rally
and poker run were held to
benefit the Black Hills State
University Newman Center,
Spearfish. More than 75 riders
raised $5,000 to go toward
building a new facility
near the college campus.

Fr. Mark Horn, Bishop Robert
Gruss and Msgr. Michael Woster
sitting on their motorcycles in
front of St. Joseph Church,
Spearfish, before the rally.
(Photo by Miranda Swick)

Right to Life seeks volunteers

Rapid City Right to Life will have a booth at the Central States Fair, August 1927. The booth is open from noon to 8 p.m. The annual Golf Tournament fundraiser
will be held September 19 at the Executive Golf Course. On September 17, the
annual RTL convention will be held at Blessed Sacrament Church. All events are
in Rapid City.
According to Diane Ange, president, the group needs Prayer Warriors and volunteers to prepare for and help during these events. They are also soliciting
donations for materials, prizes and speakers. She can be contacted at 605-7213065. Donations can be sent to Rapid City Right to Life, P.O. Box 1072, Rapid
City, SD 57709.
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New Leadership at the Vatican Press

Greg Burke, the new director of the Vatican press office and Vatican
spokesman, and Paloma Garcia Ovejero, the new vice director, are pictured
during an announcement of their appointments to journalists at the Vatican
press office July 11. Jesuit Father Federico Lombardi, who has served as
director of the press office and Vatican spokesman since 2006, will retire.
Burke, a native of St. Louis, has worked for the Vatican since 2012 and prior
to that was a television correspondent for Fox News. Garcia Ovejero is a
Spanish journalist who has worked for the radio station of the Spanish Bishops’
Conference. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Fr. Edmund Yainao, S.J., joined
Holy Rosary Mission Jesuit
Community in June and will serve in
parishes on the Pine Ridge
Reservation. A member of the Naga
Tribe (Tangkhu), he
was born and raised
in Manipur, Northeast India. He entered the Society of
Jesus in 2000 and
was ordained in
2013. He earned a
bachelor’s degree in
Nagaland, a master’s degree in
Philosophy and Political Science in
Chennai, Tamilnadu, and a theology
degree in Pune, Maharashtra. He
served in Phesama, Nagaland, from
2013 to 2015 as director of the Jesuit
Training Center and assistant pastor at
St. Paul Parish.
(Courtesy photo)

National Awards

The National Federation of
Press Women notified West River
Catholic Editor Laurie Hallstrom
that she has won two national
awards. Only women or men who
place first in the state contests go
on to the national
competition, so
their entries were
in
competition
with the other 1st
place state chapter winners. There
are chapters in 35
states.
Laurie
Hallstrom will
Hallstrom
receive first place
in graphics and a third in news
stories for her article on a housing
partnership on the Pine Ridge
Reservation.
The awards will be presented at
the national convention which will
be held in Wichita, Kansas,
September 8-10.

New Map

The deanery borders for the
Diocese of Rapid City have been
redrawn to reflect the new parish
clusters. The new groupings are: 1)
St. Mary in Lemmon, St. Bonaventure in McIntosh, Sacred Heart in
Morristown, and St. Michael in

Worldwide Marriage
Encounter dates

Family Life Ministries has released
the dates for the next Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekends. The
first one will be held Sep. 9-11 in
Irene (East River), and Nov 18-20 in
Rapid City. Early registration is highly
recommended.
For more information visit the website at: sdwwme.org, or contact John
and Dawn at applications@sdwwme.
org or phone 605-359-1533.
The weekend is recommended as a
way a to renew the commitment and
intimacy in a marriage.

Watauga; 2) St. Bernard in McLaughlin, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary in Kenel, and St. Aloysius in
Bullhead, with oversight of St. Bede
in Wakpala; 3) St. Anthony in
Buffalo, Blessed Sacrament in Bison,
and St. Isidore in Ralph.

Check us out at
Facebook.com/
DioceseofRapidCity

Following the changes in pastoral
assignments effective July 1,
Fr. Andrzej Wyrostek has moved out
of Deanery Four to take his assignment in Piedmont and Bishop
Robert Gruss has appointed Fr. Ron
Garry as the new dean there.

https://
twitter.com/
RapidCitydiorc
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Dallas officers killed in ambush; bishop calls for prayer
By David Sedeno

DALLAS (CNS) — Religious and
civic leaders called for peace after five
Dallas law enforcement officers were
killed July 7 when a sniper opened fire
in downtown Dallas.
“We have been swept up in the escalating cycle of violence that has now
touched us intimately as it has others
throughout our country and the world,”
said Dallas Bishop Kevin J. Farrell,
who has blogged in the past several
months about the escalating gun violence across the country and world.
“All lives matter: black, white, Muslim,
Christian, Hindu. We are all children of
God, and all human life is precious.
“We cannot lose respect for each
other, and we call upon all of our civic
leaders to speak to one another and
work together to come to a sensible resolution to this escalating violence,” he
said. “Let us implore God our heavenly
father to touch the minds and hearts of
all people to work together for peace
and understanding.

“We pray for consolation and healing for both the families and those
killed and wounded,” he said. “We are
reminded of the ever-present danger to
those who are dedicated to protecting
us.”
The shootings occurred as hundreds
of demonstrators were winding down a
march protesting recent fatal officer-involved shootings in other parts of the
country. In Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
Alton Sterling, 37, was killed July 5 by
police during an altercation outside a
convenience store after witnesses said
that he had a gun. In a suburb of St.
Paul, Minnesota, Philando Castile was
fatally shot after a traffic stop July 6.
The five officers — four from the
Dallas Police Department and one from
the Dallas Area Rapid Transit — were
shot around 9 p.m. local time by a
sniper who targeted law enforcement
officials from a parking garage. The
five dead were among 12 officers and
two civilians wounded.
The suspected sniper — who had
held dozens of SWAT officers at bay for

several hours by saying that there were
bombs planted around the area, that
“the end was coming” and that he
would take down more officers — was
killed overnight when police sent a
robot toward him and detonated an explosive device attached to the robot.
The names of the slain Dallas police
officers are Senior Cpl. Lorne Ahrens,
48, Officer Michael Krol, 40; Officer
Patrick Zamarripa, 32, and Sgt. Michael
J. Smith, 55.
Father Michael Forge, pastor at
Mary Immaculate Catholic Church,
sent a letter to all parishioners via email
July 8, informing them of the death of
Smith, a former U.S. Army Ranger who
joined the Dallas police force in 1989.
“I’m asking all of us to pull together
in prayer and support for the Smith
family, as well as the other officers’
families who were killed along with
Mike,” he said. “Together with the
church and school administration and
staff, please pray for them, allow them
some privacy, and support them and all
of our ... families who are grieving this
tragic situation.”
DART officials identified their officer as Brent Thompson, 43, who had
been on the force since 2009, and said
that he had gotten married only two
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weeks ago.
Numerous media outlets identified
the shooter as Micah Xavier Johnson,
25, of the Dallas suburb of Mesquite,
who served a tour in Afghanistan and
had been discharged from the military
in 2015.
The attack was the worst loss in the
city of Dallas’ history and for U.S. law
enforcement since 9/11.
“We are hurting,” said Dallas Police
Chief David Brown, who has said that
police don’t feel much support most
days. “Our profession is hurting. Dallas
officers are hurting. We are heartbroken. There are no words to describe the
atrocity that occurred to our city. All I
know is that this must stop — this divisiveness between our police and our citizens.”
The day after the shooting, Bishop
Farrell joined other faith and civic leaders at an ecumenical gathering at
Thanksgiving Square, a prayer and
water garden area a few blocks from the
shooting site, to offer a prayer for healing.

Knights of Columbus
Council 8025
St. Therese Church,
Rapid City

wishes to thank everyone who
made the Derr Foundation Golf
Tournament a success.
The council and 7 golf teams raised
$4,100 to benefit
the Derr Foundation.
Special thanks to our sponsors:
4th Deg. Knights; Behrens Wilson;
RC Kenel Club, BHFCU;
Eagle Sales; Modastone;
Respec; T&L Synth.; T.R.E.A;
Vita Sana; Van Way Trophies;
and the
generosity of many others.

Papal Appointment

Pope Francis has named Chicago
Archbishop Blase J. Cupich a member
of the Congregation for Bishops, the
office that advises the pope on the
nomination of bishops around the
world. Archbishop Cupich is pictured
in a June 29 photo. (CNS photo/Karen
Callaway, Catholic New World)
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Healing is being in a right relationship with God
By Laurie Hallstrom

The comfort and strength that comes
from the sacrament of anointing of the
sick was the topic of the Deanery One
Day of Mercy, June 21, held at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City. Fr. Michel Mulloy
was the speaker.
He said, “Human sickness is part of
life. We are often told when we suffer

we are supposed to offer it up for the
salvation of the word. That is a noble
thought to hear, beautiful to comprehend, but extremely difficult to live.”
He said sickness entered the world
through Adam and Eve turning away
from God. Christ did not shun sick people, when he healed them he said,
“Your sins are forgiven.” According to
Father Mulloy, Christ said that to bring

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Applications are being accepted for the full time position of Administrative Assistant
to the Director of Development.
FUNCTION: Performs administrative, secretarial and clerical duties for the Office of
Development and assists in the design, implementation, tracking, and reporting for the
Annual Diocesan Appeal, Terra Sancta Guild and other funds as assigned.
QUALIFICATIONS: A demonstrated high level of confidentiality and dependability.
Excellent secretarial and computer skills especially in the area of databases. Must
have a high level of accuracy and be detail oriented. Good written and oral
communication skills, and ability to work without direct supervision. High degree of efficiency in planning, organizing and carrying out fundraising social events. An understanding of and respect for the Catholic faith required.
APPLICATION PROCESS: Interested individuals should send a resumé and letter by e-mail
or postal mail listing three professional references along with a completed application
form that can be downloaded from the diocesan website at:
http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment/
Open until filled. The Diocese of Rapid City offers a competitive salary and benefits
package. Send resume to the Development Office, Diocese of Rapid City,
606 Cathedral Drive, Rapid City SD 57701 or email thenderson@diorc.org.

DIOCESE OF RAPID CITY
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Applications are being accepted for the full time position of Technology Support
Specialist.
FUNCTION: The Technology Support Specialist has the following responsibilities:
1. Provides network design, maintenance and support of the Diocesan computer
services, hardware and software.
2. Provides support and education to staff members regarding the use of technology.
QUALIFICATIONS:
• Bachelors Degree or Associate Degree in Computer Science or Network
Technology with understanding of Network Operating systems and Network
Administration
• Experience in providing software support
• Possession of Industry certifications desirable
• Respects the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church
• Demonstrates good written and verbal communication skills
• Ability to work with diverse staff in a team atmosphere
APPLICATION PROCES: Go to http://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/chancellor/employment/
Download and complete the application form and submit it by mail or e-mail with a
resume and a cover letter to:
Office of the Chancellor, Diocese of Rapid City
606 Cathedral Drive, Rapid City SD 57701 or msimonson@diorc.org

the people into a right relationship the
Father — the source of life.
“We do not say, ‘because I committed a sin I now have cancer.’ It is worth
saying that because there are people
who still think that,” said Father
Mulloy. “The proverbial question is
why did this happen to me? Even Jesus
himself suffered and died.” His death
brought eternal life with God for everyone.
The oil we use today comes from
Chrism Mass. The bishop blesses olive
oil for anointing of the sick.
Historically, the Council of Trent
said the anointing is a gift of the Holy
Spirit. “We all look for a miracle, but
even the Council of Trent said years
ago that sometimes the anointing of the
sick helps us to regain bodily health, if
this is expedient for the health of our
soul,” he said. “The real healing comes
from the Lord’s presence in our life.”
The anointing used to be called extreme unction or last rites. It was
deemed important for those who had
such a serious condition as to appear to
have reached the end of life. The Sec-

Fr. Michel Mulloy

ond Vatican Council changed the language to anointing of the sick. This
sacrament is associated with serious illness, physical, emotional or mental, and
for those in a weakened condition because of old age. The sacrament can be
administered more than once.
The proper ministers of this sacrament are priests and bishops. “Deacons
cannot anoint because the sacrament is
associated with the forgiveness of sins,”
he said. However, all the baptized are
called to minister to the suffering.
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July 22, Friday

sCalled and Gifted Workshop: To help

lay Catholics discern the unique work of
love to which God is calling them and discover how God has empowered them to
carry it out. $25 fee includes the Catholic
Spiritual Gifts Inventory, detailed participants’ notes and materials. Presented by the
Catherine of Siena Institute. Friday 7-9
p.m., Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 8www.cathedralolph.org or )605-342-0507.

July 29, Friday

sWRC deadline for submissions.

Paper mailed Tuesday, August 16.
)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or
8bberreth@diorc.org

July 29, Friday

sHeart

to Heart Weekend for the Engaged: For engaged couples to deepen their
relationship with each other and God by exploring the Catholic Church’s vision of
marriage. Attendance is required for couples doing marriage prep in the diocese.
Ends July 31. )Family Life Ministries 605716-5214 x236. Register online at 8terra
sancta.org.

July 30, Saturday

sNatural

Family Planning: Seminar
for engaged couples or anyone wanting to
learn more about natural family planning.
To be held at St. John the Evangelist
Church, Ft. Pierre (CDT). Preregistration
required. Next seminar, September 17, St.
John the Baptist, Custer. )Amy at Family
Life Ministries, 605-716-5214 x236 or
8AJulian@diorc.org.

August 5, Friday

sWorld

Apostolate of Fatima: First
Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and
devotions. First Saturday August 6, begins
with prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by 8
a.m. Mass and exposition. Both in Our
Lady’s Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help. )Dr. Kopriva 605-3436202.

August 11, Thursday

sBighorn Mountains Young Adult Re-

treat: Hike the Bighorn Mountains in
Wyoming. Talk about spiritual life and discernment, celebrate daily Mass, and spend
time in prayer and fellowship. Ends August
14. )Randy Vette 605-716-5214 x228 or
8RVette@diorc.org.

August 15, Monday

Western South Dakota Bishop’s Golf
Classic and Bunco Social: Held at Arrowhead Country Club. Registration begins at

Events Schedule

11 a.m. with a shotgun start at noon. Bunco
Social begins at 1 p.m. Compete in the
Bishop’s Parish Challenge and win $1000
for your parish. Other prizes and games.
Sponsored by the WSDCF, RCCSS, and
CSS. See page 13. 8www.wsdcf.org.

September 10, Saturday

sSpiritual

Motherhood: The Office of
Vocations invites the women of the diocese
to the Spiritual Motherhood Group. This includes a commitment to prayer and offerings for the priests of our diocese. Learn
more about what a commitment to Spiritual
Motherhood means, pray together, share
stories, and have a light supper. Held in
Faith. )Shawna Hanson, 605-716-5214
x233 or 8SHanson@diorc.org.
sBHSU Newman Center Charity Golf
Tournament: Held at the Spearfish
Canyon Golf Club. Check-in begins at 11
a.m. with a shotgun start at 12:30 p.m.
Registration deadline September 6. Nongolfer social 5-6:30 p.m. Proceeds to benefit the Newman Center Capital Campaign.
See page 20. 8Kristin Thompson new
manbhsu@stjosephspearfish.com to register or for sponsorship information. Register online 8www.stjosephspearfish.com
and click on the golf banner.

September 11, Sunday

sDay

of Discernment for Young Men:
The day begins with Mass, followed by a
deeper look at the notion of the word “vocation” and how one is called to a particular or secondary vocation to priesthood,
religious life or sacramental marriage, and
at how to discern that particular call.
)Shawna Hanson, 605-716-5214 x233.

September 17, Saturday

sSouth

Dakota Right to Life State
Convention: Held at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City. Speakers include: Fr.
Tadeusz Pacholczyk, PhD., Yvonne Florczak-Seeman, Dr. Patrick Castle, and Eric
and Jenny Sherr. Registration $25 prior to
September 1, $30 after, $40 at the door
(space permitting). 8www.rcrighttolife.org
or )Diane Ange 605-721-3065.

Standing Events

sShattered Hearts … A Grandparents

Grief: For grandparents grieving the death
of a grandchild. Meets the fourth Saturday
from 9-10 a.m. at the Rapid City Public Library, Room B (upstairs). )Lynn 341-7663
or March Anne 342-9220.
Centering Prayer: Beginning in October. Held Wednesdays at 5 p.m. at Terra
Sancta. Led by Sandi Ohlen. Please use

south patio entrance and joining the group
in the Solarium at Terra Sancta.
sOLPH Eucharistic Apostles of Divine
Mercy: NEW TIME. First Saturday, 9 a.m.,
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
)Pam Ekberg 605-719-9669.
sPrayer and Lectio: Thursdays 6:30
p.m., St. Martin Monastery. )Sister
Marmion Howe, OSB, 605-343-8011.
sPatriotic Rosary: Thursdays 6 p.m.,
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid City.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.
sDivine Mercy Chaplet: Sundays, 3
p.m., Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help. Followed by the patriotic rosary.
)Ellen Robertson 605-718-9909.
sFamily Rosary: Sundays, 7 p.m., St.
Therese the Little Flower Church, Rapid
City. )Mark Biggs 605-343-2467.
sHope for New Life Jail Ministry:
Third Monday, 7 p.m., Catholic Social
Services. )Tony Galles 605-348-2301 or
Mary Sperlich 605-342-9343.
sVocation Discernment Retreats:
)Sister Mary Wegher, OSB, 605-343-8011.
sSpiritual Direction: At St. Martin
Monastery. )Sr. Margaret Hinker, OSB, Sr.
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Florence McManamen, OSB, or Sr. Edna
Marie Stephenson, OSB, 605-343-8011.
sDivine Mercy Image: Would you like
to host a traveling Divine Mercy Image in
your home for up to 27 days to pray the Divine Chaplet/Novena? A rosary and information about the image are included.
)Georgine 605-441-8140
sTutors Volunteers Needed: Overcoming the language barrier ministry at Blessed
Sacrament Church, Rapid City, is looking
for volunteers interested in helping adults
with English reading, writing, and speaking skills. Participants will be introduced to
the Lauback Way to Reading with an emphasis on English language learners.
)Christine Leichtnam 605-342-8598,
8cleicht@rap.midco.net or Maria Munoz
605-791-3430.
sSpanish Bible Study: Reflect on the
Sunday readings, 3:45-4:45 p.m. Wednesdays at Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City, room 107. Everyone is welcome. Refleccionando en las lecturas del Domingo.
Miercoles de 3:45-4:45 p.m. Todos estan
Bienvenidos. Salon 107. )Maria Munoz
605-791-3430.
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Helpful hints: How to welcome your new pastor

It’s been said that a pastor is the only
person in the parish who can make
everyone happy — some are happy
when he comes and the majority come
to know and trust him over time as he
ministers to them during his tenure, and
he makes the rest happy when he
leaves. In truth, though, we all know
that the only one who can make everyone happy is Jesus and, even then, in
order to know this happiness we have
to cooperate with his will.
Transitions can be difficult, and
many of our parishes are experiencing
big transitions this summer as they say
good-bye to a pastor who may have
served them for many years, and then
welcome a new one. Change is always
hard. It is hard to let go of the familiar,
to mourn the loss of talents and
strengths of our former pastor, and to
face the unknown of how things will
work with the new one.
Being re-assigned is difficult for the
pastor as well. It is hard to die to the
dreams and hopes he has for the parish
he is serving, to leave the people about
whom he has deeply cared. And it is
difficult to walk into a new place,
where he knows no one and has yet to
build trust and friendships in his new
parish.
But transitions also offer us an
opportunity to experience God’s abundant mercy. When Msgr. Thomas
Richter was here in March for Pastoral
Ministry Days, he reminded us, “God
comes close to us where we experience
misery; where we experience need,

‘It’s never too late to
welcome someone new...’

where we are lonely and not enough,
where we are poor ... he comes to us in
the very place that if we had a magic
wand we would get rid of ... he extends
his mercy precisely in the circumstances we don’t like but cannot
change.”
So in these times of transition, we
have opportunities to extend and to
receive God’s mercy. We also have the
opportunity to practice good stewardship, to welcome the stranger in our
midst and to extend hospitality. We
have the opportunity to look out for the
good of all and put aside any selfish
inclinations we have.
Here are some ideas for welcoming your new pastor:
aPrepare a place for him. Take a
look at the rectory with the eye of a
realtor. Perhaps there is a realtor in
your parish who can walk through it
and assess it. Is it move-in ready?
Does it need a thorough cleaning?
Fresh paint? Is it in good repair?
Would the bed your pastor will sleep
on be inviting and comfortable in your
guest bedroom? When he walks in,
does he know how grateful you are
that he has come to serve our community?
aOrganize a welcome for him after
all of the Sunday Masses. Introduce
him to the people of the parish.
Perhaps parishioners from both his

old and new parish(es) will be helping
him move. When I (Fr. Mark) moved
from Piedmont to Ft. Pierre, all those
who helped me move — some from
Piedmont and some from Ft. Pierre —
gathered around the altar after we
were done and prayed together. It was
a beautiful experience. Later that
night, a couple showed up at my door
and offered to take me to dinner,
knowing I wouldn’t have had time to
do any shopping yet. It meant a lot.
aOrganize a tour of the area served
by the parish. Take him for a drive and
point out ranches of the parishioners.
Take him around town and point out
the post office, the grocery store,
perhaps local businesses that are
owned by parishioners.
aIt means so much to the members
of our communities when our pastors
come to community events. At the
beginning, though, this can be very
difficult. Your new pastor doesn’t
know anyone. He doesn’t yet know
who his parishioners are. Invite him to
community events. Don’t just tell him
about the annual town celebration and
rodeo; offer to pick him up and take
him with you.
aA new pastor is anxious to get to
know the families of his parish(es).
Invite him over for dinner, or lunch, or
breakfast, or coffee or whatever. It
doesn’t have to be fancy. Remember,
they all grew up in families just like
we did. Welcome them into your home
and make them feel special. Don’t be

discouraged if at first they say no;
keep trying. Invite them over more
than once. Don’t think to yourself,
“Oh, they are so busy.” Of course,
they’re busy. We’re all busy, but we
make time for the people who are
important to us.
aIt is not helpful for anyone in this
time of transition to say something
like, “Our old pastor never did that” or
“Our old pastor always did it this
way.” Each priest is a unique person,
with unique talents and strengths and
ways of doing things. Focus on this
new pastor’s strengths and affirm
them. Welcome the fact he might
minister best to a different group of
parishioners than the previous pastor.
Encourage him to tap into the expertise from within the parish for those
areas in which he is not strong.
It’s never too late to welcome someone new, and welcoming doesn’t stop
after the initial welcome party. Next
month we will continue to
explore ways we can grow in discipleship in this time of transition.
(Fr. Tim Hoag co-wrote this month’s
column)

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Highlights — August

August 4-7: Diocese of Rapid City Seminarian Retreat
August 11-13: St. Thomas More High School Football Camp
August 19-21: Daughters of the King Province VI
Retreat (Episcopal Women’s group)
Other events in August: Archdiocese of Omaha
Seminarian Retreat; RCCSS Training and In-Service

“We enjoy spending time in a little different area of the country and allowing our
seminarians to spend time with the archbishop and their vocation director. It is a
prayerful time, but it is also about allowing our men to enjoy being with each other
in a little different context than we normally would. Our men are very busy throughout the year and have a lot that goes into their formation, so it is great to be able
to relax a little bit together.” Fr. Andrew Roza, Omaha
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PBS “Liberating a Continent” cinematic lesson in hope

At a moment like this when there
doesn’t seem to be a lot going right –
ascendant authoritarianisms throughout
the world; lethal violence by ideological fanatics; feckless responses to both
from the democracies – it’s good to be
reminded that things can be different,
and in fact were different, not so very
long ago.
Recapturing those days and summoning memories of a time when the
good folks won, cleanly and against all
the odds, is the singular accomplishment of a splendid new documentary,
“Liberating a Continent: John Paul II
and the Fall of Communism,” which
should be on everyone’s summer mustwatch list.
It took me nineteen years of research
and three books (“The Final Revolution” “Witness to Hope,” and “The End
and the Beginning”) to do what executive producer Carl Anderson and
writer/director David Naglieri have
done in ninety-three minutes of gripping videography and marvelous graphics: explain how and why John Paul
played a pivotal, indeed indispensable,
role in the greatest drama of the last
quarter of the twentieth century: the
collapse of European communism. In
doing so, they make us think hard,
again, about how this miraculous liberation took place: something no one expected on October 16, 1978, when a
little-known Polish cardinal, who styled
himself the pope “from a far country,”
was presented on the central loggia of
St. Peter’s as the new Bishop of Rome.
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World Youth Day Krakow

Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz of
Krakow, Poland, holds a picture of
St. John Paul II at his residence in
Krakow March 4. Cardinal Dziwisz
was the personal secretary of the
late pope. World Youth Day, the
international Catholic youth gathering, will be held in Krakow July
26-31. (CNS photo/Marcin Mazur,
Bishops' Conference of England
and Wales)

Central and eastern Europe weren’t
liberated by conceding that the communists had a point, even if they were
rather brutal and inefficient in making
that point socially, economically, and
politically. What we used to call the
“captive nations” were liberated because “good” and “evil” were “called
by their right names,” as the Solidarity
martyr, Blessed Jerzy Popieliuszko,
used to put it.
Central and eastern Europe didn’t
break free of the shackles of totalitarianism without trying, failing, and then
trying again: it took a critical mass of
people, determined to “live in the truth”
no matter how difficult, to implode the
communist culture of the lie and give a
new birth of freedom to the lands Stalin
claimed as his prize for helping beat
Hitler.
And the countries of central and
eastern Europe didn’t regain their liberties by adopting the usual 20th-century
method of social change, mass violence. Understanding that people who
begin by storming Bastilles usually end
up building their own (as one Polish

dissident said), the new freedom fighters inspired by John Paul II deployed
weapons that communist brutality
could not match: truth, national memory, tenacious organizing, and personal
resilience.
For those whose memories of St.
John Paul reach back only as far as his
last years, “Liberating a Continent” is
also a powerful reminder of what a
handsome, charismatic, and utterly
compelling man John Paul II was at the
height of his physical powers. He radiated confidence, moral strength, and the
courage of a happy warrior. And
because of that, those whose lives he
touched felt empowered in return.
The displacement of history by “social studies” in U.S. elementary and
secondary schools has been a disaster
for historical understanding. And while
the new “social history,” which wants

to do history from the bottom up, has
taught us many things, there are still
occasions when great men do bend
history’s curve in a different direction;
“Liberating a Continent” is also a useful reminder of that. John Paul II didn’t make “1989” happen by himself.
But without him, a continent wouldn’t
have been liberated when it was and
how it was. So I’d suggest adding this
terrific film to the curriculum of every
Catholic (and indeed every Christian)
high school in North America, to remind students what happened in their
parents’ lifetimes and to inspire them
to moral greatness themselves.
“Liberating a Continent” will be
aired on various public television
stations in the months ahead; that
schedule will be regularly updated at
www.jp2film.com. But while you’re
checking for local airings at that site,
go to the “purchase” tab, order a copy
online, and settle down for an hour and
a half of superb entertainment.
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Our deepest insecurity fuels division
Why don’t we live happier lives?
Why are we forever caught up in frustrations, tensions, angers, and resentments?
The reasons of course are too many
to name. Each day, as Jesus
himself tells us, brings problems enough for the day.
We’re unhappy for reasons too many to count.
And yet it can be helpful to ask ourselves
sometimes: Why am I
so chronically sitting
just outside the gates
of happiness?
Our initial answer
would probably focus
on the tensions in our
lives that have to do with
tiredness, with our health,
with stress in our relationships, stress in our work, and anxieties about security. There’s always
something. A second reflection would,
I suspect, drag up deeper reasons: unacknowledged disappointment with
how our lives have turned out, with
what our lives have come down to, and
with the many dreams we had which
were frustrated.
But a still deeper reflection, I believe, would shine a light on something
else, something that lies beyond the ordinary stresses and deeper disappointments in our lives. It would, I submit,
reveal an underlying, unacknowledged
insecurity which works at perennially
turning the positive into the negative,
has us habitually cursing rather than
blessing, and has us projecting a negativity and bitterness on the God and religion we believe in. What is this
insecurity?
This insecurity is, at root, a feeling
that we are not sufficiently welcome in
this world, that God and the universe
are somehow hostile to us, that we are
not unconditionally loved and forgiven.
And, because of this, we harbor a certain paranoia and hostility towards oth-

ers. Their energy is a threat to the welcome we desire.
Here’s how Thomas Merton diagnoses this. Commenting on the negativity in the politics, churches, and
communities of his time, he offers
this reason for the bitterness and
division: “In the climate
which is not that of life and
mercy, but of death and
condemnation, the personal and collective guilts
of men and of groups
wrestle with one another
in death struggle. Men,
tribes, nations, sects, parties set themselves up in
forms of existence which
are mutual accusations.
They thus seek survival and
self-affirmation by living demonically, for the demon is the
‘accuser of the brethren.’ A demonic existence is one which insistently diagnoses what it cannot cure, what it has
no desire to cure, what it seeks only to
bring to full potency in order that it may
cause the death of its victim. Yet this is
the temptation which besets the sin-ridden dasein (existential situation) of
man, for whom a resentful existence
implies the need and decision to accuse
and to condemn all other existences.”
And, when this is true, Merton submits, “God becomes a tribal totem, a
magnification of the self-seeking exisMonthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady
appears to the Medjugorje visionary
Marija to give us her message
to the world.

“Dear children! Give thanks to God with me
for the gift of my being with you. Pray, little
children, and live God’s commandments that
it may be good for you on earth. Today, on
this day of grace, I desire to give you my
motherly blessing of peace and of my love. I
intercede for you with my Son and call you
to persevere in prayer so that, with you, I
can realize my plans. Thank you for having
responded to my call.” 6/25/16

tent striving to establish its autonomy
in its own void. Can such a God be anything but the embodiment of resentments, hatreds, and dreads? It is in the
presence of such idols that vindictive
and death-dealing orthodoxies flourish.
These gods of party and sect, race and
nation, are necessarily the gods of war.”
… And this can only be remedied
“when men (people) realize that they
are all debtors, and that the debt is unpayable.”
And isn’t all of this so true today?
How vicious, demonizing, polarizing,
and stalemated are our own political
processes, churches, and communities!
How resentful we all are! How much
we have turned our God into the embodiment of our resentments, hatred,
and fears! How much we are selling
death-dealing orthodoxies as religion!
How much our communities and
churches are creating their own tribal
gods! We see this, of course, most
clearly in the religious terrorists who
bomb and kill in the name of God, but
no one is exempt. We all struggle to believe in a God who actually loves
everyone and who is not just our own
tribal deity. Indeed part of the historical
reason for present-day religious terrorism has to do with our own, longstanding, paranoia and how we have
projected our own resentments, fears,
and hatreds into the God we believe in
and the religion we practice.

Prayer Intentions of
the Holy Father
August

Universal: Sports
That sports may be an opportunity for
friendly encounters between peoples
and may contribute to peace in the
world.
Evangelization: Living the Gospel
That Christians may live the Gospel,
giving witness to faith, honesty, and
love of neighbor.
For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG
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But Merton shares too the secret of
how to move beyond this, of how to
stop projecting our own resentments
and fears into God and into our
churches. His answer? Things will
change when, at the root of our being,
we accept that we are debtors and that
the debt is unpayable. Then we will finally accept God’s welcome and love
and, accepting our own welcome, we
will no longer resent others. It’s only
when we know our own welcome that
we can let acceptance, and not judgment, flow out of our lives. And then,
and only then, can we let our God be
too the God of others.
At the root of our deepest resentment
sits an insecurity about our own welcome in the world and with that comes
a failure to understand the real nature of
God, that is, because we feel threatened, we invariably create a God and
religion that protects us against others.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher,
and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio, TX.
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Mission welcomes pilgrims

At the Jubilee of Mercy Pilgrimage,
June 18, Fr. John Hatcher, SJ, president
of St. Francis Mission showcased the
programs offered there for pilgrims.

News

The mission has the Buechel Memorial
Museum which houses many traditional Lakota artifacts; Sapa Un Academy, a Catholic school for grades K-5;
a free dental clinic; a radio station; an
alcohol recovery program; and a suicide prevention hotline.
St. Charles Church at the mission is
one of two diocesan sites where passing through the Holy Doors signifies
stepping into the light or crossing the
threshold from sin to grace. Bishop
Robert Gruss opened the conference
with an address on the Eucharist. (At
left) Fr. John Hatcher led a Lectio Divina prayer experience. During the break
for a picnic lunch participants had the

“I have been able to minister to the
Lakota speaking community all these
years. To me that is the biggest blessing
because I am able to speak my native
language effectively,” said Deacon Ben
Black, Jr., St Francis. He has learned to
read, write and teach Lakota.
At the Mass for the diocesan pilgrimage Bishop Robert Gruss congratulated the deacon on his 40th year of
ordination. Deacon Black Bear was or-

Deacon Ben Black Bear, Jr., was a
featured speaker at the diocesan pilgrimage day, June 18. He has been an
ordained minister for 40 years.

dained June 19, 1976, by Bishop
Harold J. Dimmerling.
In an interview with the West River
Catholic, the deacon, who works for
the mission, spoke about the joys and
challenges of his ministry.
“I am familiar with the traditional
practices from the time we became
Catholic during the early reservation
period. That has helped me minister to
the native speaking community,” he
said.
Recently, Black Bear worked with
the Bible Translation Project, an ecumenical effort to translate St. Luke’s
Gospel into Lakota. “We went ahead
and produced a video using St. Luke’s
Gospel as a narrative for the film,” he
said.
Native speakers are becoming fewer
in terms of numbers. He is one of the
people working hard to keep the language alive so young people can learn
it.
“When we speak the native language
we have a worldview. Everything we
say is based on that view. It shapes the
way we think. If we shift from speaking
English to speaking Lakota our thinking process changes completely,” he
said.
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opportunity to learn about ministries at
the mission as well as attend confession
and/or adoration. A brief history of
Catholics on the reservation was given
by Deacon Ben Black Bear, Jr, followed by Mass. (Above) At the liturgy,
(left to right) Fr. James Lafontaine, SJ;
Deacon Ben Black Bear, Jr.; Fr.

Christopher Johnson, SJ; and Bishop
Robert Gruss. Blocked from view are
two more concelebrants, Fathers Gary
Oreshoski and Ron Garry. The day concluded with a healing service. Video
coverage of the day is on the diocesan
website, www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

‘I learned over the years it’s
not so much me
educating people, but
allowing God to work through
me to impact the spiritual
growth of people.’

teach. Every public gathering is an
opportunity to talk about our own
traditions and culture,” said Deacon
Black Bear.
“I certainly have enjoyed being a
minister for 40 years. It is a very good
experience. I married (Arlene) in the
Catholic Church and that strengthened
our marriage. Being an ordained minister in the Catholic Church gave me
additional graces to do a lot of things
to maintain our marriage and provide
education to the public.
“One of the main purposes of becoming a minister was to spread the
Gospel to native speaking people as
much as possible. I did a lot of that and
I enjoyed it. I learned over the years it’s
not so much me educating people but
allowing God to work through me to
impact the spiritual growth of people,”
he said.

Lakota deacon working to keep native language alive
By Laurie Hallstrom

WRC

Through the years it has been challenging to meet the requests for ministry. “When there is no priest available,
the hospital usually calls me. I go at all
hours of the day and night,” he said.
“Since there are fewer priests on the
reservation people ask me to do a lot of
wakes and funerals. Sometimes they
last two or three days,” said Black Bear.
In the old days the people stayed up
all night giving speeches, praying and
singing songs. A lot of that is dying out.
He said people still come and sit all
night at wakes, but the activities that
went with that practice are going away.
While wakes are a traditional practice
that has survived through the years,
now, the family requests a prayer service from the minister each evening.
“When somebody dies it is a public
affair not a private family gathering. We
usually use that as an opportunity to

(WRC photos by Laurie Hallstrom.)

People attending the diocesan
pilgrimage in St. Charles Church.
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Priority Plan of the Diocese of Rapid City

The Diocese of Rapid City is implementing the
Priority Plan, which was announced over the past few
months.
To help parishioners engage in a life of faith led by the
Holy Spirit, a pastoral letter, “Through Him, With Him and
In Him,” composed by Bishop Robert D. Gruss, is being

July 2016

mailed to Catholic households in western South Dakota.
In a new West River Catholic series, we begin looking at
ways we are serving one another. The components of the
plan interact with one another, and many of the upcoming
stories will easily fit in more than one area. This month Outreach, Solidarity and Charity are featured.

Outreach: Family Life Ministries works to help with several life stages
† We will support and promote the Church’s understanding
of marriage and family life.
† “With prudence, understanding, patience and docility to
the spirit” we will accompany families in their
various forms in the universal call to holiness.
— Priority Plan of the Diocese of Rapid City

Amy Julian
Director of Family Life
Ministries
605-716-5214 ext 236
ajulian@diorc.org

The Office of Family Life Ministries is under the direction of
Amy Julian. Programs reach out to people in several stages of
life to live in solidarity with church teachings. With the aid of
volunteers, FLM helps couples understand God’s plan for their
lives, primarily through the Heart to Heart Retreat for sacramental marriage preparation and Natural Family Planning seminars. “We also help to train parish staff and volunteers to
facilitate the FOCCUS Premarital Inventory and the life-skills
component, ‘Living a Joy-Filled Marriage,’” said Julian. “We
definitely serve the most people through the marriage preparation
process. More than 160 people attended the Heart to Heart Retreats in the last fiscal year,” she said. “Currently the Heart to
Heart Retreats are held at Terra Sancta, in Rapid City, but we are
exploring having a retreat in the Gregory/Winner area. The NFP

seminars are held throughout the diocese, with about half of them
in Rapid City. FOCCUS inventories and ‘Living a Joy-Filled
Marriage’ marriage prep take place in the parishes.”
There are two celebrations for marriages: the Married Sweethearts Mass/Dinner/Dance held in Rapid City around the time of
World Marriage Day in February recognizing the gift of marriage, and the Celebration of Marriage, which honors married
unions of 25, 40, 50 or more than 50 years in the fall.
Individuals who are hurting from losses resulting from death
or divorce are ministered to through the Beginning ExperienceSeparated, Divorced and Widowed program and the Bereavement Support Group.
Plans are underway to meet more of the Priority Plan concepts.
“Since ‘family’ is one of the Core Values, we will certainly continue to work to form and strengthen marriage and family life. We
will also assist in the formation of a Social Justice Office, as the
Social Justice Commission is currently under this office and
many of those issues affect families.”
There is a strong need for healing the brokenness in families,
and Julian hopes to increase family ministry programs to meet
more of those needs soon. “Supporting families will definitely
be an area of growth in the near future,” she said.

Solidarity: Bringing awareness of the spiritual gifts of the Lakota

† We will be open-minded to people and their needs in our
diverse cultures.
† We will share God’s love through building community and
serving others, especially those most in need.
— Priority Plan of the Diocese of Rapid City

Dcn. Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native
Ministry
605-343-3541ext 224
mleneaughsr@diorc.org
Stories by
Laurie Hallstrom

The Office of Native Ministry is under the direction of Deacon
Marlon Leneaugh. It serves as a liaison between the Lakota population of the diocese and the bishop. “I work with native people
who have concerns or may desire an audience with Bishop Robert
Gruss. I try to answer questions or assist in any way I can. The
office has an open door policy, and I see all the folks who come
to my office,” said Deacon Leneaugh.
To promote reconciliation he carries on inculturation (incorporating indigenous traditions) work that began before he came
to this office. Through inculturation Lakota people are adding
some of their prayer practices and music to Catholic Liturgy. “I

presently work with parishes that desire to have inculturated
Masses. I assist them in setting up the format, and I can be a deacon at the Mass if I am invited,” he said. “I work on the diocesan
level to provide input into diocesan celebrations to bring awareness of the spiritual gifts of the Lakota people.”
One of the duties of his office is helping people rise above
poverty. The Director of Native Ministry serves as the Diocesan
Director for the Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Grant Program. This program assists non-profit organizations
with funds to promote the human dignity of all people. Deacon
Leneaugh helps grant applicants with their applications, which
are submitted to a national database and are read by a group and
the director from each region. “Grant awards can be up to
$75,000,” he said.
The diocesan priority plan calls for growth in ministry. “I want
to have a cultural camp in the near future for the native Catholic
youth of the diocese. It would blend Catholicism and Lakota cultural practices,” he said.
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Priority Plan of the Diocese of Rapid City

Charity: St. Vincent de Paul members begin new ministry
† We will be united to those who suffer from inequality,
poverty and injustice.
— Priority Plan of the Diocese of Rapid City.

The St. Vincent de Paul Conference for St. Mary/St. Joseph/St.
Paul, churches in Newell, Spearfish, Belle Fourche, is a group
that incorporates all three parish communities and has 25 members. Carrie Donavan leads the conference. Some members are
“active members,” which means they answer assistance requests
by visiting people in their homes or taking requests on the phone
at the office. Some members are “associate members” who participate in fundraising and other activities.
JoBeth Meyer, who is in charge of a new thrift store, said, “We
began taking assistance requests on May 2. From that day to July
7, we have provided over $15,000 in assistance to 92 households
in the Spearfish, Belle Fourche and Whitewood area. We provide
assistance for temporary housing for the homeless or help with
utilities and rent. We also provide assistance with food, gas or
other needs. We have helped several of our friends to secure jobs
with local businesses.”
There is a much greater need than the group first anticipated,
so to fund their outreach the group opted to open a St. Vincent de
Paul Thrift Store in the former Radio Shack building in Spearfish.

“Of course it will provide some of that support, but we are also
in need of donations directly to the conference,” said Meyer.
Donations can be sent to St. Vincent de Paul Society, PO Box
561, Spearfish, SD 57783.
The store is open 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday through Saturday.
Donations are accepted during regular store hours. For item pick
up call 605-717-2499. The group can also use volunteers to work
at the store.
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To request help in the
Northern Hills call the SVdP
office at 605-269-0676. It is
located at 2726 1st Ave.,
Spearfish. Business hours
are Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. After
hours please leave a
message.
Volunteers with
Msgr. Michael Woster at the
thrift store blessing which
took place June 30 in
Spearfish. The store is now
open to the public
9 a.m.-5 p.m.,
Monday-Saturday.
(Courtesy photo)
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Mercy

July 2016

Jubilee
Year of

July Saint of Mercy — St. John Bosco
When Giovanni ( John) Bosco was nine years old he
had a dream in which an angry mob of children were
fighting and swearing all around him. He tried to convince them to stop — at first with his words and then later
with his fists — but a woman appeared to him who said,
“Softly, softly ... if you wish to win them. Take your shepherd’s staff and lead them to pasture.” The children
began to turn into wild beasts and then into gentle lambs.
From this dream, John knew that his call was to help and
to lead other boys.
John’s father died when he was two
years old, so his mother raised him and
his two brothers on her own. They were
poor, but John had a great desire to be a
priest and he was able to enter the seminary with money for all his expenses
from charity. He worked hard and eagerly, so people readily supported him.
While at seminary and as a deacon, he
worked with homeless or neglected boys
in his spare time. His superiors supported his work, and so he began to
gather the boys regularly on Sundays to
learn about the faith and recreate.
After his ordination, Fr. Bosco was
appointed as an assistant chaplain of a
home for girls founded by Marchesa
Barolo, a wealthy and generous woman.
One day, while vesting for Mass, he heard the sacristan
yelling and driving out a boy who had sneaked in to get
warm. He called the boy back and asked him his name.
“Bartolomeo Garelli,” he answered. Bosco asked if he
could serve Mass, and the boy said no. He asked about his
parents, but the boy had none. Bosco asked if he could
sing; Bartolomeo laughed and the two struck up a friendship. He invited Bartolomeo to stay for Mass and to bring
his friends the next Sunday, and Fr. Bosco’s work now
began to grow.
He called these Sunday gatherings “the festive Oratory.” Eventually, though, the Marchesa asked the group
to leave because the boys were noisy, wild, and disruptive.
For the next year the group moved from location to location; Bosco had difficulty finding a permanent place because no one would keep them for very long. When finally

they found a meeting place, the Marchesa told Fr. Bosco he
could no longer do both works — he must either give up
the Oratory or give up his post at the girls home. Fr. Bosco
resigned from his post and began working full time with
the boys in the Oratory.
Pneumonia nearly cost Bosco his life, but he recovered
and worked as zealously as ever for the boys, starting a
night school, opening more youth centers, and housing
some destitute boys. He built a church under the patronage of St. Francis de Sales and developed a boarding
school, at which, by 1856 there
were one-hundred-and-fifty boys
in residence and ten young priest
instructors, and the oratories included more than five-hundred
children.
St. John Bosco was a man ahead
of his time in regard to catechetical
methodology. He knew that intellectual knowledge was not enough
— he wanted to form disciples so
their formation included music,
play, study, prayer, and work. He
said, “Knowledge gives more power
in the exercise of good or evil, but
alone it is an indifferent weapon
lacking guidance.” He did all this
without the use of formal punishment; he used reason, religion, and kindness, and was famous for saying, “Get them to love you and they’ll follow
you anywhere.” He knew that a loving, caring, attentive
adult was necessary for the healthy formation of every
child. The boys knew that Fr. Bosco loved them, and so
they would follow him wherever he led.
Fr. Bosco founded a religious community together with
his brothers in this work to carry on their apostolate and
works of charity. They were called the Salesians, named
again, for his favorite saint. Later, he founded an order of
women in order to spread this work to poor young girls as
well — the Daughters of St. Mary Auxiliatrix the Helper.
He organized laity who served alongside them in a third
order, called the Salesian Cooperators. St. John Bosco died
in 1888 in Turin, having given his whole life in mercy toward God’s children.

Day of Mercy
August 16, 2016

Upcoming Events
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in each parish

Terra Sancta (hosted by Our Lady of the
Black Hills, Piedmont)
Confession from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Two priests
available at all times with four-five priests
available from 5-7 p.m.
Adoration throughout the day.
Presentation begins at 7 p.m.
Speaker: Fr. Steve Biegler
“Psalms of Mercy”
Benediction at 7:45 p.m. Social to follow.

Diocesan Pilgrimage
August 20, 2016 — Timber Lake
11 a.m.: Exposition and Presentation
Speaker: Bishop Robert Gruss
“Mary, Mother of Mercy”
11:30 a.m.: Prayer Experience
Noon-2 p.m.: Reconciliation
2 p.m.: Benediction
3 p.m.: Mass with Bishop Gruss presiding
4 p.m.: Healing Service

Prayer to St. John Bosco

O glorious Saint John Bosco, who in order to lead
young people to the feet of the divine master and to
mould them in the light of faith and Christian
morality, didst heroically sacrifice thyself to the very
end of thy life and didst set up a proper religious
institute destined to endure and to bring to the farthest
boundaries of the earth thy glorious work. Obtain also
for us from Our Lord a holy love for young people
who are exposed to so many seductions in order that
we may generously spend ourselves in supporting
them against the snares of the devil, in keeping them
safe from the dangers of the world, and in guiding
them, pure and holy, in the path that leads to God.
Amen.

Find us
online

Watch past Deanery One presentations. Read about
the current and past Saint of the Month. Learn
about the upcoming pilgrimages. Find a
reading list and other resources at:

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/
Jubilee-year-of-mercy
www.facebook.com/
DiorcYearofMercy
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Cremains and respect for the human body

In the famous story of David and
Goliath, Goliath boasts to the young
David that after he kills him, he will
give his flesh “to the birds of the sky
and beasts of the field.” He conveys
his profound disdain for David by
speaking this way, deprecating even
his corpse. This offends our sensibility
that dead bodies should not be
desecrated, but should instead be
respectfully buried. Proper disposition
and care of another’s body also
manifests our Christian faith in the
resurrection of that body on the Last
Day. Over time, this has evolved into
a deeper
understanding about the
handling of corpses, including regulations surrounding cremation.
For Catholics, cremation is considered an acceptable form of handling the human body after death,
although as noted in the Order of
Christian Funerals, cremation “does
not enjoy the same value as burial of
the body. ... The Church clearly
prefers and urges that the body of the
deceased be present for the funeral
rites, since the presence of the human
body better expresses the values
which the Church affirms in its rites.”

Moreover, cremation can lead to
problematic practices, which
Cardinal Raymond Burke references
in a Pastoral letter to the faithful in the
Diocese of La Crosse in the year
2000:
“With the growing practice of
cremation, there has also developed a
certain lack of care for the cremated
remains of the dead. Funeral directors
who have been asked to store the
cremated remains report that those
remains often are left unclaimed by
family or friends. Those charged with
the arrangements for the funeral rites
of the deceased should see that the
cremated remains are interred or
entombed at the earliest possible time.

the passenger.
... It is not permitted to scatter cremated remains over a favorite
Another reason to bury cremains
place, and it is not
in the earth or inter them in a maupermitted to keep
soleum, rather than scattering them
cremated remains in
abroad, is to establish a particular
one’s home or place
place to be able to visit and pray for
other than a cemetery. ...
the soul of that
The cremated
person, in the physical presremains of one deence of their mortal
ceased person may
remains. The burial site
not be mixed with
serves as a point of
the
reference and connection
cremated
to the embodiment of that
remains of
individual, rather
another perthan
son. It is not
reducing them to
permitted to
a kind of vague
divide the
and wispy
cremated remains and
inter or entomb them in
It is not permitted to scatter nothingness.
more than one place.”
cremated remains over a faKeeping
vorite place, and it is not perGrandma’s
These clearly articumitted to keep
ashes on the
lated concerns
cremated remains in one’s
fireplace
remind us of our
home or place other
mantle or up
obligation to respect the
than a cemetery.
in the attic
remains of the dead, even
alongside the
in their ashen state. By becoming lax
in our approach to handling cremains, antique paintings is
we can easily betray the respect that is another problematic practice that can
easily end up downplaying or denying
owed.
her human dignity, tempting us to treat
A story comes to mind involving a
her mortal remains as just
friend of mine who works as a pilot.
He was asked to take up a passenger
in a small plane for the “final repose
of ashes” into the ocean. As they were
taking off, he told the passenger, “Just
be sure that you don’t ever open that
urn! It needs to be thrown overboard
when I open the hatch window and
give you the signal.”
The passenger, however, was
determined to do it his way, and when
the pilot opened the window, he
popped off the top of the urn and tried
to scatter the ashes at sea. Instead, the
ashes were seized by the violent air
currents and scattered throughout the
internals of the airplane, among all the
instrumentation and dials, and in the
hair and clothing of both the pilot and
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another item to be moved around
among our various trinkets.
It can be helpful to encourage the
family, and all who are involved with
cremains, to think about ashes in a
manner similar to how we’d think
about a full body. Would we keep a
casket and corpse at home for a few
weeks? If not, then we shouldn’t do
the same with someone’s ashes.
Regrettably, many people are not
thinking about cremains as the revered
remnants of a fellow human being, but
more as something to be disposed of
whenever it’s convenient for our
schedule and budget. We don’t
approach full-body caskets that way
because we recognize more clearly the
duty to bury our beloved dead. The
sacred memory of our departed family
and friends, in sum, calls us to carefully attend to their remains with
authentic and objective gestures of
respect.
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Simple, affordable and effective
family planning methods are available
By Amy Julian
Director of Family Life
Ministries

Forty eight years ago, on July 25,
1968, Pope Paul VI promulgated his encyclical Humanae Vitae and rocked the
world. The late sixties were times of
contraceptive revolution with increasing availability of birth control. Other
churches had begun to accept contraception as morally permissible and
many people expected the Catholic
Church to follow suit.
Instead, Pope Paul VI laid out a
teaching that has been, in its time, both
disparaged and hailed as a prophetic
act. Misunderstood or ignored by many
Catholics for four decades, Pope Paul
VI’s Humanae Vitae found an even
fuller expression in St. John Paul II’s
“Theology of the Body.” Much has
been written about the incredible
beauty of human sexuality and its essential role in our capacity, as men and
women in a one flesh union, to image
the communion of love that is the Triune God. Beautiful as it is, however,
the church’s teaching on sexuality finds
much resistance in its rejection of con-

traception as a method of family planning.
Contrary to the understanding of
many, Pope Paul VI did not call for an
“ideology of procreation at all costs.”1
Rather, he called for responsible parenthood, which allows for the spacing
of children through “recourse to infertile periods,”2 what we now call Natural
Family Planning.
Regarded by many as archaic, NFP
is far more than a calendar and a red
magic marker. In 1968, Pope Paul VI
appealed particularly to medical science to study natural rhythms to determine a “sufficiently secure basis for the
chaste limitation of offspring.”3 From
that call sprang methods such as the
Billings
Ovulation
Method™,
Creighton Model FertilityCare™ and
NaPro Technology™.
Simple, affordable and effective,
each of these methods are true advances
in reproductive medicine, enabling
practicing couples to avoid or achieve
pregnancy through fertility awareness.
What’s more, they allow a couple to
plan their pregnancies using an all-natural method that has no side effects or

Leadership change for Social Justice Commission

Mary Helen Olsen has stepped down as President of the Diocesan Social Justice
Commission. She was recently selected as Principal of the St. Thomas More Middle
School, a position that she feels will require all her energy and focus. Olsen joined
the commission in 2011 and was selected as president in February 2013, when pastPresident Sheila Lien completed her term. Under Olsen’s leadership, additional educational, outreach, and advocacy efforts were undertaken, including the fall Social
Justice Workshops, plans for a diocesan trip to the March for Life in Washington,
D.C., and the Bishop’s Dinner with State Legislators and other legislative efforts.
“The opportunity to serve on the Social Justice Commission has been such a
blessing to me. I have been inspired by the passion of my fellow commission
members who work to make the social teachings of the church a living reality in our
community. We are guided by Bishop Robert Gruss who truly models a heart for
the poor and marginalized. He has inspired our work by his servant leadership,”
Olsen said.
Beth Erk, who previously served as SJC vice-president and Outreach Committee
chair, has been elected as president. Erk and her husband ranch near Newell. Deacon Greg Palmer, Rapid City, was elected as vice-president, Marie Broz, Rapid
City, will continue as recording secretary-treasurer, and Anne Lyon, Martin, is corresponding secretary.

long term health risks. Appropriate for
all stages of reproductive life, they enable women and their medical
providers to be truly cognizant of her
reproductive health.
Ironically, many of those who are
now turning to NFP are not doing so
for moral reasons, but for health and
even environmental reasons. The same
women who are buying organic carrots,
or shopping for hormone free beef, are
also seeking to monitor their fertility
without recourse to hormonal contraception. In fact, a 3 oz. steak from hormone implanted beef has 1.9 ng of
estrogen, whereas one birth control pill
has 20,000-35,000 ng of estrogen.4
One would need to eat 2,000 to 3,500
lbs. of beef to equal the amount of es-
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Pope Paul VI appealed to
medical science to study
natural ovulation rhythms.
From that call, methods
such as the Billings Ovulation Method™, Creighton
Model FertilityCare™ and
NaPro Technology™ were
developed. Natural Family
Planning Awareness Week
is July 24-30. Call
605-716-5214, ext 236 for
more information.
(USCCB poster)

trogen in one daily pill.
Like all life in Christ, support for and
understanding of NFP begins in prayer.
St. Joseph Catholic Church in Spearfish
is hosting a Humanae Vitae Anniversary Celebration on July 25 from 6:308:30 p.m. There will be a brief program,
followed by a Holy Hour and reception.
All are welcome to join us in prayer and
celebration of the gift of NFP.

1
George Weigel. "Humanae Vitae at 45."
National Review Online. 25 July 2013. Web. 20
June 2016.
2
Pope Paul VI. "Humanae Vitae." Vatican,
25 July 1968. Web. 20 June 2016.
3
Ibid.
4
Treffer, Bruce. "University of Nebraska–
Lincoln." Worried About Hormones? University
of Nebraska-Lincoln BeefWatch, 1 Dec. 2013.
Web. 1 July 2016.

Court stops abortion doctors' requirements,
denies pharmacists' appeal

WASHINGTON (CNS) — The day after the U.S. Supreme Court issued a
major abortion ruling striking down regulations on Texas abortion clinics and
doctors, it rejected an appeal to reinstate laws in Mississippi and Wisconsin
that would place similar requirements on abortion doctors. It also denied an
appeal of a Washington state rule requiring pharmacists to dispense Plan B or
other emergency contraceptives despite their religious objections to doing so.
The court June 28 refused to hear appeals from Mississippi and Wisconsin
challenging lower-court rulings blocking their laws similar to the one in Texas
that require abortion doctors in the two states to have admitting privileges at
nearby hospitals. Federal appeals courts in Chicago and New Orleans had
previously ruled against the states. Wisconsin Attorney General Brad Schimel
said in a statement that the court's decision was “not surprising” after its rule
on the Texas law. He had filed a friend-of-the-court brief in the Texas case.
Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant said he was disappointed by the court’s Texas
ruling and Lt. Gov. Tate Reeves said the ruling endangers women’s lives.

Pray and Work

Benedictine Sisters enjoy a busy summer schedule
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By Sr. Florence
McManamen, OSB

For our Benedictine Community the
month of June began with many special
blessings and it closed with many blessings.
sTo start, Sister Samantha Chamley
consecrated herself to God through the
profession of monastic promises,
which include the traditional vows, on
the feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
June 3.
sIn his rule, St. Benedict reminds us
that guests are to be received as
Christ. By the end of the month we
had many guests present. Almost all of
our beds were used in addition to a
number of air mattresses.
sSister Carol Kovarik and myself
assisted with summer religion schools
in Red Owl and in Rapid City at St.

Issac Jogues in early June.
sSisters Yvette Mallow and Samantha Chamley, and our Benedictine
volunteer, Nahyun Kang and myself
were involved in the diocesan sponsored Totus Tuus for girls. The organizers of Totus Tuus do a great ministry
integrating the spiritual and social aspects of the busy days.
sOn June 25, Mary Askern conducted a journaling workshop. Her
expertise combined with a prayerful
atmosphere provided an enriching day
for the participants including several
of the sisters.
sThe Fourth of July began with the
annual opening of our Big Bang Café
— the name for the sisters’ dining
room with its special breakfast menus.
The price paid for each order was a
variety of prayers for our country.

sOn

July 11 the community celebrated the Solemnity of St. Benedict.
The day was extra special with the
celebration of the 60th anniversary of
Professions for Sisters Eleanor Solon
and Juanita Tellez. Both sisters have
been dedicated to Benedictine Life
and have served the community and
church in many varied ministries.
sFather Eugene Hensell from St.
Meinrad Monastery in Indiana
conducted the annual sisters’ retreat
which started the week of July 17. His
focus on the Gospel of St. Luke
brought new spiritual insights. The
extra time for prayer and reflection
benefited the retreatants also.
sMy family celebrated the 100th
anniversary of homesteading in
Wyoming with a big family reunion
on July 9. My aunts and uncles lived
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on the Duck Creek Ranch where the
celebration took place.

Sister Jane Frances Mullaney by the Big
Bang Café door. Sisters purchased special
food items with prayers for the U.S.A.
(Courtesy photo)

Italians finish restoring mosaics in Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity

BETHLEHEM, West Bank (CNS) — An Italian team has completed restoration
of Crusader-era mosaics in the Church of the Nativity, but the mosaics will only
be unveiled publicly after work on lighting, electricity and the fire alarm system
is also finished. The work involved removing the layers of centuries-worth of soot
and dirt — a result of the smoke of candles lit by pilgrims coming to venerate the
site traditionally believed to be the birthplace of Jesus — from about 1.55 million
tiny mosaic pieces that were reviewed and restored. “I think all the churches want
to save this church because here Jesus was born,” said Giammarco Piacenti, CEO
of Piacenti restoration center, which began work on the church starting with the
rotting wooden roof in April 2013. “It is important for all Christianity. For my
professional life, this occasion is incredible.” Only 1,400 square feet of mosaics
remain from the original 21,528 square feet that adorned the wall, he noted. The
others were destroyed by rain leaking through the roof, he said. Made of stone,

mother of pearl, and glass and gold leaf, the mosaics portray different scenes in
the life of Jesus and the church, including the disbelief of Thomas, the Assumption and Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem on a donkey.

In Your Prayers

Birthdays: August 6, Fr. Brian Christensen and Fr. Mark Horn; August
14, Fr. Arnold Kari; August 17, Fr. Timothy Castor; August 24, Fr.
Joseph Daoust, SJ; August 31, Fr. John Hatcher, SJ. Necrology: August
5, 1967, Francis Monighan; August 10, 1967, William Boyd; August 12,
1950, Alfred Abler; August 14, 1961, William Parry, SJ; August 15,
1928, Leo Scherer, OSB; August 16, 1941, Silvester Lehmen, OSB; August 16, 1979, Martin Schlitz, SJ; August 19, 1936, John Hoey; August
19, 1980, John Cowley; August 22, 1887, Patrick Colovin, CSC; August
22, 1996, Patrick O’Connor; August 24, 1966, John O’Hara; August 25,
1972, Cecil Folkins; August 29, 2015, William O’Connell; August 30,
1970, Michael Thompson; August 31, 1939, John Fitzgerald.

Giammarco Piacenti, CEO of the Piacenti restoration center, stands in front
of angel mosaics in the Church of the Nativity July 5 in Bethlehem, West
Bank. Restoration specialists from the center completed their work in June.
(CNS photo/CNS/Debbie Hill)

Native American Reservations hit hard by meth use
Native Ministries
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By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Concerns

Methamphetamine use has become
the scourge of our country and is devastating our native communities. Meth
is a plague that is sucking the life out of
our people; it’s as if the evil one himself coming is to steal the souls of the
persons who are using or are addicted.
It is quickly growing to epidemic proportions.
This is especially true on native
reservations, where complex jurisdictional issues and understaffed and underfunded tribal police forces attempt
to combat this growing epidemic. “Proportionately, more Native Americans
are addicted to meth than the rest of the
U.S. population.” (Voice of America,
April, 2016). According to a report published by Indian Country Today, in an
interview with a tribal police officer, he
said 60 percent of the population on the
Rosebud Reservation uses meth.
The drug ravages the person taking
it. It causes hallucinations, paranoia,
heart attacks, stroke and delusions of
parasites crawling under the skin
(called meth mites). It also has a
tremendous impact on those around the
user. The Bureau of Indian Affairs
found that 74 percent of tribal police
rank meth as the greatest threat to tribal
communities and members. Crime increases as users seek ways and means
to feed their addiction. Small children
are especially vulnerable living in a

home with a meth user. There is often
an inadequate supply of food and
parental supervision because the parent
is entirely focused on the drug rather
than those they love the most.
Our prisons and jails are filled with
meth users and other drug offenders.
These are people who have become addicted by a substance that they have no
power or control over. In fact, the drug
has ultimate control and power over
them. They would do anything to get
the drug even if it were something illegal, immoral or unthinkable. Prior to
drug use and incarceration, most of
these people were good mothers, fathers and bread winners in their families. Now many are afraid to be released
because they fear relapsing and being
caught in the labyrinth of meth use and
addiction. It’s difficult to know what to
do, many users and dealers are friends
or relatives. Involving the authorities
could result in retaliation or a breakup
of the family. The long term effects of
meth use causes suffering among the
children. So many innocent children are
crying out for someone to do something
to help their parents abstain from using
this terrible drug. They see the terrible
things the drug is doing to the family
and they are afraid. Please, for the sake
of the children, report meth users and
dealers. We have to advocate for the
ones who have no voice.
To use meth is a choice that parents
make over their children, no one is forc-

Take an extra 10% off on clearance
merchandise now through August 15th
605-348-5228
708 St. Joseph St.
Rapid City SD 57701

The BIA found 74 percent of tribal
police rank meth as the greatest
threat to tribal communities.

ing them to use meth, and yet the children will suffer for the actions of the
adults. We say and believe that our
Lakota children are Wakanyeja “sacred
beings” and yet we continually inflict
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pain and hardship on them. C’mon people, it’s time to step up for the children
and put an end to this madness. Parents
your children are your most precious
treasures, please stop hurting them and
neglecting them. They deserve the best
lives possible and parents who are drug
free.
During the Reagan Administration,
First Lady Nancy Reagan devoted her
time to the “just say no” campaign
against drugs. As she told Americans
back in the 1980s, “Drugs steal away so
much. They take and take, until finally
every time a drug goes into a child,
something else is forced out-like love
and hope and trust and confidence.
Drugs take away the dreams from every
child’s heart and replace it with a nightmare, and it’s time we in America stand
up and replace those dreams.” (Governor Dennis Daugaard, press release
March 18, 2016.)
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New campaign invites millennials to ‘come home’ to Catholic faith
By Allana Haynes

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Catholics
Come Home, an organization dedicated
to inviting those back to the Catholic
faith, has launched a new campaign
meant to reach out to the millennial
generation.
In addition to its CatholicsComeHome.org website, the campaign has
created CatholicsComeHome.com, an
interactive website aimed at millennials
who are seeking “something more.”
“Our website and ‘Evangomercials’
have aired for over 18 years, helping
more than a half a million souls home
to the Catholic Church,” said Tom Peterson, the president and founder of
Catholics Come Home, in a phone interview with Catholic News Service.
“We are now speaking directly in the
language of millennials through our
new website and new Evangomericals
on our CatholicsComeHome.com site
to help encourage young people to ac-

cept our invitation home to Jesus and
his holy church.”
Evangomercials is a name Catholics
Come Home trademarked to describe
its TV commercials on Catholic evangelism, which the organization says
“change hearts.”
Peterson said he was inspired to help
millennials, after speaking to Catholic
families around the world who were
saddened by their children and grandchildren leaving the church.
“Statistics show that 80 percent will
leave their faith by age 23,” he said.
“We felt the call to help in this new
means of evangelization.
“Young people are the largest group
to leave their faith. Many are also leaving, not only the church, but leaving
Christian faith in Jesus, period. The increase of secularism, specifically the
agnosticism and atheism has skyrocketed. The young people need our help
now.”

Catholics Come Home is not only an
invitation to Catholics, but people of all
faith and religious backgrounds.
“Our campaign is not only directed
to young Catholics who have drifted
from the faith, but also to any young
person out there who may not have
been exposed to faith at all, or who may
have grown up in a different faith tradition,” said Peterson.
“In our focus groups, we noted that
so many young people are looking for
something more. We’ve created a new
Evangomercial, called ‘Something
More,’ that specifically addresses their
needs,” he continued. “We’ve also used
that concept of finding ‘something
more’ in many of our other messages
aimed at millennials. We’ve discovered
that they're looking for authenticity.
They’re looking for answers, but they
don’t want to be told what to do.They
want to be invited in a gentle way.”
The website tells the stories of those
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who turned away from the faith, and
have since then reclaimed it. Of those
featured, some left the faith completely,
while others were looking for a deeper
faith.
“We’ve seen millennials return to the
faith, through the efforts of Catholics
Come Home,” said Peterson. “Three of
their stories are on our website,
CatholicsComeHome.com, and those
millennials were featured on our worldwide primetime television show, also
called Catholics Come Home.”
“We find that millennials are looking
for the same thing as older Catholics,
and that is something more,” said Peterson. “We now know that something
more is what Saint Augustine tells us,
that our hearts are restless, until they
rest in God.”
was
CatholicsComeHome.com
launched in June, in advance of World
Youth Day July 25–July 31, in Krakow,
Poland.
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Summer Saints School

(Courtesy photo)

Joseph Rangel, dressed as St. Juan Diego, teaches Summer Saints School at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. More than 150 students learned about
St. Juan Diego, Our Lady of Guadalupe, St. Kateri Tekakwitha, and St. Patrick.

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To
report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance
coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she
can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and
messaging features. All information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims
are advised of their right to report alleged abuse to civil authorities.
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving
children or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving
the Diocese of Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the
diocesan website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

July 2016

July 2016

‘The Mystery of Mercy’

News

(WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

Totus Tuus boys camp was held July 11-15 at Terra Sancta. This year’s theme
was “Triumph! The Mystery of Mercy,” based on James 2:13. Sixty-five boys,
grades seven through high school, participated in games, campfires, swimming, Mass, and adoration. They also listened to vocations talks. In addition
to young adult leaders, three seminarians and seven priests led the group.
(Above) Seminarian Andrew Sullivan stands in the front of the line while Jon
Larcher, Custer, runs laps around his team during a game.

WRC

21

22 WRC

News

Welcome to Our
Lord’s Table

(Photo submitted
by parish)

NPM Choir Festival

St. Anthony,
Red Owl

Musicians from across the diocese gathered at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City, for the National Pastoral Musicians Choir Festival in
June. Under the direction of Clayton and Anella Southwick, more than 60 singers
joined brass and string instruments to present an evening of music that included
Mozart and John Rutter. Proceeds from the evening benefited the Catholic Social
Services-Love, INC Prosperity Initiative designed to move families in Rapid City
from poverty to prosperity by providing resources to the entire family, from cradle to career, through community collaboration.
The next NPM event is October 15 at Terra Sancta and will be led by Sr.
Lorane Coffin and Sandi Ohlen. All diocesan music ministers are encouraged to
attend quarterly meetings. For more information about the Rapid City Chapter
visit www.npmrc.org or www.facebook.com/NPMRapidCityChapter.

Altar serving teen stops in South Dakota

Kara Jackson poses for a photo with
Fr. Matt Fallgren at Blessed Sacrament
Church, Rapid City. Jackson, an 18year-old with Down syndrome, helped
serve at 7 a.m. daily Mass in July,
making South Dakota the 43rd state
where she has been an altar server.
In an interview with Catholic News
Agency, Jackson said God came to her
in a dream one night telling her to
begin the quest of being an altar
server at Mass in all 50 states. With the support of a parish priest, they began
her mission in Indiana traveling during school breaks and family vacations.
Jackson needs to be a server in four more states to complete her goal. Read
her full story at http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-big-missionof-a-catholic-teen-with-down-syndrome-34419/. (Courtesy photo)
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Ed Update

RED CLOUD’S GREENHOUSE AND GARDEN — PLANTING THE SEEDS OF CHANGE
This summer at Red Cloud, students
taking summer courses are studying
history, math and science in the standard way— at a desk and inside the
classroom. But they are also experiencing a different kind of learning: outside
in the sun and wind, under the endless
Pine Ridge sky. By helping to care for
Red Cloud’s greenhouse and school
garden, they are learning how to produce nutritious foods while caring for
the earth.
“We’ve been working with our summer school students to plant seeds in the
greenhouse — and once the seeds begin
to grow, students either transplant them
into the garden or take them home to
plant near their own homes,” said Garrett Waters, a Red Cloud volunteer
teacher who has shepherded the development of the greenhouse and garden

over the last three years. “They’ve had
the chance to participate in the science
of growing and then to harvest their
very own plants.”
When Garrett arrived on campus in
the summer of 2013, plans for the
greenhouse were still being finalized.
As construction began, Red Cloud’s
administrators began looking for teachers with experience in agriculture and
nutrition. Garrett — who has a history
in organic farming — jumped at the
chance to create lesson plans rooted in
the work of growing healthy food using
sustainable methods. Once the greenhouse was operational, he launched the
school’s garden, which has doubled in
size over the last two years
“I taught my first two health classes
before the greenhouse was built. We
talked about food science and micronu-

trients and the process of growing, but
it felt so disconnected from the actual
experience. But now with access to the
greenhouse and the garden, our students
can actually put their hands in the dirt
and see the results of their work as they
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learn what’s happening in the soil,” said
Garrett.

(Article and photo courtesy of Red Cloud Indian School. Read the full story at
http://www.redcloudschool.org/ourstory/201606
30/planting-the-seeds-of-change)
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Young A dults

What George Washington and
Pope Benedict XVI have in common

Twenty
Something

which is necessary
to manage the
helm.”
When I heard
Christina Capocchia
this, I immediately
thought of another
mates in which they served.
leader who expressed a reIn an era when the temptamarkably similar sentiment tion of fame and followers
upon his election. In April has never been greater, the
2005, the day after his instal- humility of Washington and
lation Mass, Pope Benedict Benedict gives me pause.
XVI opened up about the re- Here we are, grasping for stacent papal conclave. “As the tus and whatever strange
trend in the ballots slowly 21st-century sponsorships
made me realize that, in a and shortcuts it may confer.
matter of speaking, the guil- And there they are, sure of
lotine would fall on me, I who they are and who they
started to feel quite dizzy,” are not, stepping aside gracesaid the new pontiff, then 78. fully to let someone else do
“I thought that I had done my something else.
life’s work and could now
Benedict’s someone else,
hope to live out my days in Francis, recently reflected on
peace. I told the Lord with the virtue that gave way to his
deep conviction, ‘Don’t do papacy, speaking about the
this to me. You have younger Sermon on the Mount and citand better (candidates) who ing “Blessed are the meek” as
could take up this great task one of the most important
with a totally different energy beatitudes.
and with different strength.”
“Meekness is a way of
Both men felt truly un- being that draws us very
A
“YouCat”
nugget
courtesy
Do not say
worthy of their respective close to Jesus,” Pope Francis
of the Office of Youth
‘I am only a youth’
appointments but moved said. “At its depths, it is un& Young Adult Ministry
forward, trying to accept derstanding the greatness of
How is the solidarity of Christians with other people expressed?
Christians are committed to just societal structures. Part of the trust their peers had God.”
this is universal access to the material, intellectual, and spiritual placed in them as they
That understanding brings
goods of this world. Christians also make sure that the dignity of leaned on their faith in
such freedom. Nothing to
human work is respected, which includes a just wage. Handing on God. Another striking simthe faith is also an act of solidarity with all mankind (1939-1942, ilarity: both men could’ve prove or earn or defend. “My
grace is sufficient for you, for
1948).
remained in their positions power is made perfect in
Solidarity is the practical hallmark of a Christian. Practicing
solidarity is not just a command of reason. Jesus Christ, our Lord, of power until death but weakness.”
identified completely with the poor and the lowly (Mt 25:40). To made the bold choice to
step down. They reached
refuse solidarity with them would be to reject Christ.
Christina Capecchi is a
their decisions after disPrinciple of Solidarity (from Latin solidus = thick,
freelance
writer from Inver
cerning
their
own
diminishfirm, strong): a principle of Catholic social teaching
Grove
Heights,
Minn., and
ing
capacities
as
well
as
the
that aims at strengthening community and promoting
the
editor
of
SisterStory.org.
a “civilization of love” (Saint John Paul II).
shifting needs of the cli-

I’ve been listening to Lillian Cunningham’s “Presidential” podcast, trying to
glean insights into our nation’s earliest leaders. In a
month that is sure to contain
fireworks — from the 4th of
July to the Republican and
Democratic conventions — it
feels quieting and introspective to cast my mind back to
our first presidents.
In her podcast on George
Washington, Cunningham interviewed Julie Miller, a Library of Congress historian.
She emphasized Washington’s misgivings about his
ability to govern the young
republic. “I think he felt that
when he expressed his selfdoubt that people would not
see that as weakness but that
they would see it as a
strength,” Miller said. “Modesty was something people
really valued.”
Miller drew a sharp contrast to the current presiden-

tial campaign, marked by
bragging and bravado. “I
don’t think any of the candidates, for example, would
say, ‘I am not qualified to do
this job.’ Washington said
that publicly over and over.”
And yet, Americans felt
otherwise. They saw in the
57-year-old army commander
a leader who was clear-eyed
about his strengths and shortcomings, sure to assemble a
team of smart people. So
Washington set off from
Mount Vernon, leaving a private life of “domestic felicity,” as he put it, for New
York. “My movements to the
chair of government,” he
wrote, “will be accompanied
with feelings not unlike those
of a culprit who is going to
the place of his execution —
so unwilling am I … to quit a
peaceful abode for an ocean
of difficulties without that
competency of political skill,
abilities and inclination
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Now
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Ghostbusters (Columbia)
The tone is light and the
emphasis on special effects
heavy in this 3-D reboot of the
franchise that began with the
eponymous 1984 comedy.
Director and co-writer Paul Feig
shifts the gender balance of the
original as three parapsychologists (Melissa McCarthy, Kristen
Wiig and Kate McKinnon) band
together to track the numerous
ghosts that have suddenly
started popping up around New
York City, eventually being
joined on their hunt by a
no-nonsense transit worker
(Leslie Jones) whose subway
station has fallen victim to one
of the hauntings. Chris
Hemsworth in the role of the
ladies' ditzy hunk of a secretary
provides some of the laughs.
While the film's treatment of the
supernatural is unlikely to lead
even the impressionable astray,
the jokes, though generally
harmless, are sometimes mildly
raunchy, making this suitable for
grownups only. Occult themes,
some strong but stylized
violence, a suicide, brief
irreverence, occasional sexual
and scatological humor, at least
one use each of profanity and
crude language, several crass
terms, a series of obscene gestures. The Catholic News Service
classification is A-III — adults.
The Motion Picture Association
of America rating is PG-13 —
parents strongly cautioned.
Some material may be
inappropriate for children
under 13.

Classifications

The Infiltrator ...............A-III
The Secret Life of Pets ......A-I

Classifications used by the USCCB are:
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,
limited adult audiences, films whose
problematic content many adults
would find troubling; O, morally
offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/
movies.htm.

