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Brothers and Sisters,

In the words of Pope Francis, “In
this Jubilee Year, let us allow God to
surprise us. He never tires of casting
open the doors of his heart and of
repeating that he loves us and wants
to share his love with us.”
Our celebration of Easter is the
great proclamation of this love. The
darkness of sin and death has been
overcome and each of us is the
beneficiary of Christ’s saving act of
love.

“Where O Death is your victory?
Where O Death is your sting?”

Mailing label

(1 Cor 15:55)

May Christ set your hearts afire
with his love so that we all may
become bearers of his radiant glory,
filling the world with his victory!
Be assured of my prayers for each of
you as we celebrate this Easter
victory. Have a blessed Easter!

Peace and love in Christ,
+Bishop Robert Gruss
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Diocesan priorities have been established for 3-5 years

As you have seen in the last two
issues of the West River Catholic, I have
shared with you information about the
Diocesan Envisioning Process. Recall
our Sacred Mission:
“We, the Diocese of Rapid City,
through the power of the Holy Spirit,
are called to attract and form intentional disciples who joyfully, boldly and
lovingly proclaim and live the mission
of Jesus Christ, leading to eternal life.”
Flowing from the mission of Jesus
Christ himself, this Sacred Mission provides the framework for every ministry
of the diocese moving forward into the
future. This is applicable to diocesan
ministries in the Chancery and to every
parish and diocesan entity. Though each
entity may have its own mission statement, all of our work should also flow
from the mission as outlined in the
diocesan mission statement.
The Priority Plan clearly defines the
focus of the diocese over the course of
the next 3-5 years. Important values
also come into play in determining how
we interact, communicate and behave
in carrying out this Sacred Mission and
should be exemplified in every person,
every family, every ministry and every
organization across the diocese.
The core values identified in the plan
include: Prayer, Stewardship, Solidarity, Charity and Family. Please refer to
the February issue of the West River
Catholic for how these core values are
defined (online at www.rapidcitydio
cese.org/office-of-bishop/). Behaviors
which exemplify these values will be
shared at a later date when the whole
Priority Plan is completed and communicated.
The next step in the envisioning
process was to create a vision statement
that will focus our efforts over the next
five years. Our vision is one which
offers a message of hope and opportunity that draws the people of God to
something greater than themselves and
inspires them to action. The ideas and
thoughts that were gathered from the

listening sessions held throughout the
diocese last summer were instrumental
in creating the vision and priorities.
Our vision statement is simple:
Reconcile — Make Disciples — Live
the Mission. As this vision becomes an
integral part of our lives — as individuals, as families, as parishes, as a diocese — one will be able to visibly see
the world changing around us. Vision
with action will tangibly make present
the Kingdom of God. In other words, to
live the mission of Jesus Christ is to
change the world. A poem attributed to
St. Teresa of Avila has this insight:
“Christ has no body now but yours. No
hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours
are the eyes through which he looks
compassion on this world. Yours are the
feet with which he walks to do good.
Yours are the hands through which he
blesses all the world.”
In a practical way, how will this be
lived out in the Diocese of Rapid City?
This is where the Pastoral Priorities
come into play. The three Pastoral Priorities and the goals for each of them
will become our focus for ministry over
the next 18-24 months, guiding our actions through the year 2018. These priorities will inform the focus, clarity and
direction of our ministry in support of
the mission of the diocese. The initiatives in these priorities are what have
risen to the top of the agenda for the
diocese through the envisioning
process. In other words, they will become the focus of this diocese over the
next two years and perhaps beyond. Included with each priority are goals
which help us achieve in measurable
ways a mutually shared vision for the
diocese, thereby creating a healthy and
vibrant church in western South
Dakota.
The three Diocesan Pastoral Priorities are:
Reconciliation — As God has
reconciled us through Jesus Christ, so
we will promote forgiveness and healing within families; within and between

communities; among racial groups;
within the church. We will invite others
to experience the good news of God’s
love through an encounter with Jesus
Christ.
Forming Disciples — We are called
to a deep union with Christ — a relationship of love. We will work together
for formation in the human, spiritual,
intellectual and pastoral areas. This
formation will empower us to grow as
faithful stewards of God’s gifts, living a
Catholic way of life through hospitality, faith and discipleship.
Funding the Mission — Our
Pastoral Plan lays out the vision and
priorities for the Diocese of Rapid City.
Our plan will be successful because
disciples of Jesus Christ accept their
call to joyfully and generously share
their gifts so that the Gospel can be proclaimed and lived in western South
Dakota.
The goals of each of these three
Pastoral Priorities will be communicated in the April West River Catholic.
The Priority Plan will also impact the
foundational ministries of the diocese,
those ministries which are part of the
ongoing work of the local church.
These foundational ministries include:
Sacraments and Worship; Education
and Formation; Governance and
Finance; Social Services and Outreach;
and Vocations and Evangelization.

Specific goals have been created for
each of these ministries as well and will
be shared in the future.
I am currently in the process of writing a pastoral letter which will clearly
articulate the complete Diocesan Priority Plan. It is my hope that it will be
completed by early summer.
In the meantime, I invite each of you
to become familiar with our vision
statement and these priorities. Take
time to pray with them, asking the Lord
Jesus how he is calling you to live them
in your personal lives, your families
and your parish communities. Ask the
Holy Spirit to prepare your hearts to
live this inspiring vision and pray for
the fruitfulness of this important
mission.
In this Year of Mercy, as we move
from this grace-filled season of Lent to
the season of Resurrected Life, may
God pour out his love and mercy upon
you, your family and the Diocese of
Rapid City.

World Youth Day
Seminarian Fundraiser
CERTIFIED BLACK ANGUS BEEF
1ST PRIZE

/4 Beef

1

2ND PRIZE
1

/4 Beef

TICKETS ARE $15 EACH OR 5 FOR $50.
Tickets can be purchase by calling the Vocations Office at 605-716-5214 x223
or at Chancery Office; Chancery Annex at Terra Sancta; Cathedral of Our Lady
of Perpetual Help, Rapid City; St. Joseph, Spearfish; and Sacred Heart, Philip.
DRAWING HELD MAY 1, 2016
Donated by the parishes of St. Mary, Milesville; St. William, Midland; and Sacred Heart, Philip
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A Button for All Seasons

Bishop’s Calendar

This year 5,140 buttons were
ordered before Lent. That
increases the number of buttons
ordered by 825 over last year. In
previous years, the button has
specifically been designed for
Lent. The current button,
“Merciful Like the Father,” can
be worn all during the Jubilee
Year of Mercy which ends Nov. 20.
The motto is a reference to the
parable told in Luke 15:11-32
about the forgiving father who is
overjoyed to see his prodigal son
return home.
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March 16-April 17, 2016
Subject to change without notice

Three men are being ordained
to the permanent diaconate,
see page11 for details.

March 16, Wednesday
9 a.m.-1 p.m. College of Consultors Meeting, Bishop Residence
March 17, Thursday
Day of Mercy in All Parishes
March 18, Friday
6 p.m. Lenten Program Presentation, St. Therese Church, Rapid City
March 19, Saturday
5 p.m. Private Reception for Brunch Sponsors, Bishop’s Residence
March 20, Palm Sunday
8 a.m. Palm Sunday Mass, Cathedral
11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. Palm Sunday Brunch, Ramkota Hotel Ballroom, Rapid City
March 21, Monday
9 a.m. Mass, STM Mission Trip Send Off, Cathedral
5 p.m. Rapid City Catholic School System Board Meeting, Cathedral Rectory
March 22, Tuesday
9 a.m. On-air Interview, Real Presence Radio
6:30 p.m. Catholic Social Services Board Meeting, CSS office, Rapid City
March 24, Holy Thursday
7 p.m. Holy Thursday Mass, Cathedral
March 25, Good Friday
7 p.m. Good Friday Service, Cathedral
March 26, Holy Saturday
8 p.m. Easter Vigil Mass, Cathedral
March 27, Easter Sunday
9:30 a.m. Mass, St. Mary Star of the Sea, Newell
March 31, Thursday
7 p.m. Mass, Ordination of Andrew Clark, Lloyd Frein, and Craig Pearson
to Permanent Diaconate, Cathedral
April 1, Friday
11:15 a.m.-1 p.m. First Friday Mass, Luncheon, Cathedral
5:30 p.m. Private 2016 Pilgrimage Reunion, Bishop’s Residence
April 2, Saturday
1:15 p.m. Veritatis Splendor Institute, Terra Sancta
4 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, St. Francis of Assisi, Sturgis
5 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Francis of Assisi, Sturgis
April 3, Sunday
11 a.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, St. Bonaventure, McIntosh
Noon. Confirmation Mass, St. Bonaventure, McIntosh
3 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, St. Mary, Lemmon
4 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Mary, Lemmon
April 11, Monday
10:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Pastoral Meeting, Assumption, Kenel
April 13, Wednesday
4:30 p.m. Pre-Confirmation Meeting, St. Patrick, Wall
5:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass, St. Patrick, Wall
April 14, Thursday
11a.m.-2 p.m. Presbyteral Council, Chancery Conference Room
April 15, Friday
6:30 p.m. Opening Mass for Marian/Divine Mercy Conference,
Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City
April 16, Saturday
8:30 a.m. Marian/Divine Mercy Conference Morning Prayer/Benediction/
Welcome Address, Blessed Sacrament
5:30 p.m. Healing Mass, Blessed Sacrament, Rapid City
April 17, Sunday
World Day of Prayer for Vocations
9:30 a.m. CDT Pre-Confirmation Meeting, Christ the King, Presho
10:30 a.m. CDT Confirmation Mass, Christ the King, Presho
2 p.m. CDT Deanery 4, Parish Administration Workshop, Christ the King, Presho
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Former teacher loves his second career calling
By Laurie Hallstrom

The newest retired priest, in the Diocese of Rapid
City, was truly “Called by Name” to be ordained.
Father Edward “Ed” Vanorny was born May 6,
1945, near the close of World War II. One of nine
children of Eugene and Berniece Vanorny, he grew
up in Hand County and went to church at St.
Liborius Church in Polo, where he attended his
parish school.
In 1960, “As a freshman, I suggested to my parents I should study to be a priest. My parents called
the parish priest who happened to be an Oblate of
Mary Immaculate and he got me lined up with his
religious order to study at Our Lady of the Ozarks,
Carthage, Mo.,” said Father Vanorny. He studied
there for six years — completing high school, two
years of college and one year in the novitiate. In
1966 he discerned this was not his vocation.
“I decided a career in special education as a
teacher was what I really wanted to do,” he said. He
attended Northern State University, Aberdeen. He
taught special education at the junior and senior
high school levels from 1973 until 1979.
“During my years at Northern I fell in love and
we got married in 1970 at the Newman Center,” he
said.
With his former wife, Lynda James, he had two
daughters, Debra and Holly. At that time, the
Vanornys were teaching in Belcourt, N.D., on the
Chippewa Turtle Mountain Reservation. They
moved back to South Dakota in 1977 and divorced
in 1979. “I had a desire to work with adults who
have intellectual disabilities rather than children. I
located an opening in the South Central Adjustment

Training Center in Winner,” said Father Vanorny.
The facility does both job and independent living
trainings.
In August 1979, he moved to Winner. He said, “I
worked there for 13 years and I loved my work.”
The priest in Winner, at that time, was the late
Father Joe Zeller. “I decided to go over to the Immaculate Conception Parish office and get registered and meet the priest if he was available. In our
conversation he found out I was a guitar player. I
had been playing guitar for Masses most of my
years since college. I was big into the folk Masses
and Father Zeller thought that was wonderful. He
signed me up to lead the music at the next Saturday
evening Mass.
“After Mass I was putting my music away and
down one of the side aisles came Randy Donovan.
His family and my family had grown up together
around Polo and Orient. He knew who I was, but I
would not have recognized him. Randy said, ‘Ed, I
want to do that.’ So, I taught him how to play guitar
and for the next 13 years we were pretty prominent
in the liturgy and music program at the church. He
is still one of my best friends,” said Father Vanorny,
who was also active in parish religious education
and faith formation.
Frequently people suggested he become a priest.
In 1987, during Mass, parishioners across the diocese were asked to write down the name(s) of people in their midst who might have a calling to the
priesthood, diaconate or religious life.
“The afternoon after Mass, (then-pastor) Father
Arnold Kari called me and said, ‘Ed, I want you to
come over to the office, I have something I want to
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show you. …’ More than
Fr. Ed
90 percent of the
Vanorny
people in
Winner wrote
down my
name.”
ThenBishop
Charles
Chaput and
Father Kari,
who was the vocations director at
that time, invited
people to Sturgis for
an afternoon to listen
to vocation talks for the
“Called by Name”
program.
Since he had already been through
the discernment process once, he was anxious and apprehensive. “On the way back to Winner
the thought in my mind was so powerful and insistent — I am being called and I need to say ‘yes.’ I
remember very clearly having a conversation with
God and about being called. I told God, ‘if you are
really calling me I will probably say ‘yes,’ but don’t
come to me three years down the road and say, ‘no,
I think I’m not calling you.’ You are pulling me
away from what I think is my vocation in life —
special education. This better be for sure and it better work out right.”

PRIEST, CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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PRIEST, CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

After consulting with two priests he
began the annulment process. “My
annulment was deeply healing, partly
because I did not realize there were so
many hurts and angers just under the
surface in my life that needed to be
brought forward and given to God’s
grace. That experience was a wonderful gift to me in my priesthood, working with people who are in hurting
marriages, in divorces or going
through annulments.”
He was sent to Immaculate Heart of
Mary Seminary, Winona, Minn., for
two years to get his degree in philosophy. Next, he attended what is now
called St. John XXIII National Seminary, Weston, Mass.
“At my seminary in Massachusetts,
the students did the music for the liturgies. My third year, there was nobody
in the classes who played the keyboard or the organ. I was the primary
musician for all of our Masses and I
played guitar. The rector of the seminary at that time was a true Bostonian
— very high church. He wrote a letter
to all the bishops for the guys who
were moving into their fourth year.
Bishop Chaput shared the evaluation
with me. The rector said, ‘We really
appreciate Ed’s contribution to the
music for our sacred liturgies, but we
could have done without the country
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western cowboy flavor he brought to
his music.’ It was really folk music.
“The next year when I was helping
with the music I would turn up the
country western cowboy flavor even
more just to tease him.”
Bishop Chaput was called away to
become Archbishop of Denver. Since
the diocese was between bishops,
Bishop Robert Carlson (then of Sioux
Falls) ordained him a deacon in 1997
at Winner. Then-Archbishop Harry
Flynn of St. Paul/Minneapolis, Minn.,
ordained him to the priesthood in
1998 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City.
Early in his ministry, he was serving six parishes in the northwest corner of the diocese. “I remember, very
distinctly, one of the conversations I
had with one of my classmates from
the East Coast, I was telling him every
weekend I put at least 250 miles on
my car. I said, ‘one of the things that
is unique about my assignment is I
have a parishioner who has cancer and
is pretty close to dying, but she lives
120 miles away in Ekalaka, Mont. I
make the trip each week to go visit her
and to minister to her and her family.’
“My East Coast classmates could
not fathom a priest having to travel
120 miles to minister. They probably
just walked across the street in Boston
to their parishioners.” (See the infor-

Parishes Fr. Ed Vanorny has served:
Blessed Sacrament,
Rapid City
Blessed Sacrament, Bison,
with missions at Buffalo, Ralph,
Cox, Reva and Drew
Christ the King Parish, Presho
with missions at Murdo and
Draper
St. Joseph Church, Gregory
with missions at Burke,
Fairfax and Bonesteel

mation box for a list of places he has
served.)
While he was serving in Gregory
County, in 2009, he had a brain
aneurysm while at the Mitchell hospital for a routine health test. He was
airlifted to Sioux Falls, then to Mayo
Clinic in Rochester Minn. One of his
daughters was able to get to Sioux
Falls and she rode with him in the air
ambulance to Mayo Clinic.
“It was all rather miraculous, when
I look back at it now,” he said.
Among the chain of events, when
they air lifted him up to Mayo Clinic,
doctors knew there was no one open
to work with him until the next day
and they were not certain if they could
keep him alive that long. Something
was canceled and a surgeon sealed the
aneurysm and stopped the leaking.
From there his convalescence took
several more weeks. A doctor recommended Father Vanorny live in Rapid
City where he could be close to medical help. Then-Bishop Blase Cupich
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Cathedral of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help, Rapid City
with a mission at Hermosa
Responsibility for
Hospital Ministry
Fill in ministry at St. Mary,
Lemmon
with missions at Bison and
Morristown
Fill in ministry at St. Patrick,
Lead
with a mission at Deadwood.
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assigned him to the cathedral. After
three years, he was told he completely
recovered from the aneurysm.
Today, even though he is retired,
Bishop Robert Gruss has approved
Father Vanorny’s request to continue
to serve in hospital ministry. He coordinates the health care assignment
with parish nurse, Judy Hasenohrl. He
also celebrates Mass at assisted living
centers and nursing homes, and visits
the homebound. He continues to
reside at the cathedral and celebrate
Mass there and at St. Michael Church,
Hermosa.
“I have found the hospital chaplain
ministry to be so fulfilling in ways
that I can’t even put into words. I look
forward to every day — being able to
visit Catholic patients in the hospital
— to minister to their needs as they
are sick and dying and as they are
moving into surgery. God’s put me in
a good place, he really has, and I’m
happy to be here,” he said.
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2016 Annual Diocesan Appeal Parish Participation
Pledged

Registered
Households

Current
% Participation
Participation

BELLE FOURCHE - St. Paul ..........$27,965 ............216 ......................103 .....................47.7%
BISON - Blessed Sacrament ...........$3,000 ..............45 ........................14 .....................31.1%
BONESTEEL - Immac Conc. ...........$3,945 ..............41 ........................21 .....................51.2%
BUFFALO - St. Anthony ...................$8,000 ..............39 ........................19 .....................48.7%
BULLHEAD - St. Aloysius .......................$5 ..............29 ..........................1 .......................3.4%
BURKE - Sacred Heart ....................$7,705 ..............65 ........................38 .....................58.5%
COLOME - St. Isidore ......................$9,295 ..............83 ........................28 .....................33.7%
COX - St. Agnes .................................$475 ................5 ..........................4 .....................80.0%
CUSTER - St. John the Bap ...........$21,600 ............148 ........................71 .....................48.0%
DEADWOOD - St. Ambrose...........$12,300 ..............72 ........................38 .....................52.7%
DRAPER - St. Anthony ........................$900 ..............11 ..........................4 .....................36.4%
DUPREE - Sacred Heart ..................$2,325 ..............24 ..........................6 .....................25.0%
EAGLE BUTTE - All Saints ...............$1,960 ..............88 ........................13 .....................14.8%
EDGEMONT - St. James..................$5,212 ..............38 ........................18 .....................47.4%
FAIRFAX - St. Anthony.....................$7,533 ..............37 ........................20 .....................54.1%
FAITH - St. Joseph...........................$3,955 ..............53 ........................16 .....................30.2%
FT PIERRE - St. John .....................$34,699 ............284 ........................92 .....................32.4%
GREGORY - St. Joseph .................$20,016 ............156 ........................72 .....................46.2%
HERMOSA - St. Michael ..................$4,735 ..............42 ........................15 .....................35.7%
HILL CITY - St. Rose........................$8,980 ..............74 ........................23 .....................31.1%
HOT SPRINGS - St. Anthony .........$17,200 ............215 ........................71 .....................33.0%
INTERIOR - Holy Rosary ..................$1,290 ..............12 ..........................5 .....................41.7%
ISABEL - St. Mary ............................$8,340 ..............42 ........................14 .....................33.3%
KADOKA - Our Lady Victory............$9,605 ..............47 ........................22 .....................46.8%
KENNEBEC - St. Michael.................$1,177 ..............34 ........................14 .....................41.2%
KEYSTONE - Lady Mt. Carmel ......$10,022 ..............28 ........................11 .....................39.3%
KYLE - Our Lady of Sorrows ...............$175 ..............63 ..........................2 .......................3.2%
LAKESIDE - St. Margaret .................$2,175 ..............13 ..........................7 .....................53.8%
LEAD - St. Patrick ..........................$12,375 ............144 ........................44 .....................30.6%
LEMMON - St. Mary .........................$7,052 ............130 ........................43 .....................33.1%
LOWER BRULE - St. Mary ..................$105 ..............66 ..........................2 .......................3.0%
MANDERSON - St. Agnes ..................$100 ..............29 ..........................1 .......................3.4%
MARTIN - Our Lady Sacred Hrt .....$14,060 ............109 ........................49 .....................45.0%
MIDLAND - St. William .....................$6,905 ..............39 ........................23 .....................59.0%
MILESVILLE - St. Mary...................$12,544 ..............21 ..........................9 .....................42.9%
MISSION - St. Thomas .....................$1,445 ..............45 ........................12 .....................26.7%
MORRISTOWN - Sacred Heart ........$3,145 ..............31 ........................16 .....................51.6%
MUD BUTTE - St. Joseph ...................$660 ..............13 ..........................7 .....................53.8%
MURDO - St. Martin .........................$1,500 ..............27 ........................11 .....................40.7%
McINTOSH - St.Bonaventure ...........$1,895 ..............35 ........................17 .....................48.6%
McLAUGHLIN - St. Bernard ............$3,572 ..............46 ........................17 .....................37.0%
NEW UNDERWOOD - St. John ........$2,780 ..............45 ........................22 .....................48.9%
NEWELL - St. Mary ..........................$5,225 ..............57 ........................34 .....................59.6%
OGLALA - Our Lady/Sioux .................$115 ..............36 ..........................2 .......................5.6%
PHILIP - Sacred Heart ...................$43,150 ............144 ........................67 .....................46.5%
PIEDMONT - Our Lady of BH ........$75,029 ............326 ......................166 .....................50.9%
PINE RIDGE - Sacred Heart ...............$100 ..............94 ..........................1 .......................1.1%
PLAINVIEW - Our Lady of Victory .......$800 ................7 ..........................3 .....................42.9%

Parish

Pledged

Registered
Households

March 2016

Current
% Participation
Participation

PORCUPINE - Christ the King .........$1,500 ..............27 ..........................1 .......................3.7%
PRESHO - Christ the King ...............$3,270 ..............43 ........................18 .....................41.9%
PROMISE - St. Catherine .................$2,710 ..............15 ..........................7 .....................46.7%
RALPH - St. Isidore .............................$725 ..............15 ..........................3 .....................20.0%
RAPID CITY - Blessed Sacr .........$415,052 .........1,701 ......................529 .....................31.1%
RAPID CITY - ICC ............................$4,305 ..............59 ........................14 .....................23.7%
RAPID CITY - OLPH Cath ............$242,887 .........1,314 ......................487 .....................37.1%
RAPID CITY - St. Therese ..............$53,798 ............667 ......................219 .....................32.8%
RAPID CITY - St Isaac Jogues ......$19,778 ............330 ........................53 .....................16.1%
RED OWL - St. Anthony ......................$350 ..............20 ..........................4 .....................20.0%
RED SCAFFOLD - Sacred Heart ..........$17 ..............19 ..........................2 .....................10.5%
RELIANCE - St. Mary .......................$2,300 ..............27 ..........................6 .....................22.2%
REVA - Our Lady of the Prairie ...........$800 ..............16 ..........................5 .....................31.3%
RIDGEVIEW - St. Joseph ....................$825 ..............12 ..........................4 .....................33.3%
ROSEBUD - St. Bridget ......................$176 ..............49 ..........................7 .....................14.3%
SPEARFISH - St. Joseph ...............$79,546 ............638 ......................235 .....................36.8%
SPRING CREEK - St. Patrick ..............$150 ................1 ..........................1 ...................100.0%
ST FRANCIS - St. Charles.....................$31 ..............54 ..........................3 .......................5.6%
STURGIS - St. Francis ...................$48,090 ............422 ......................174 .....................41.2%
TIMBER LAKE - Holy Cross ...........$12,795 ............148 ........................40 .....................27.0%
TRAIL CITY - Holy Rosary...................$650 ..............27 ..........................3 .....................11.1%
WALL - St. Patrick ............................$8,355 ............118 ........................25 .....................21.2%
WATAUGA - St. Michael ..................$2,080 ..............32 ........................16 .....................50.0%
WHITE HORSE - St. Therese ...........$1,220 ..............18 ..........................4 .....................22.2%
WHITE RIVER - Sacred Heart ..........$1,350 ..............27 ..........................7 .....................25.9%
WINNER - Immac Conc. ................$16,077 ............291 ........................79 .....................27.1%
Unassigned ...................................$34,244 .........1,589 ........................84 .......................5.3%

We are very grateful for those who have generously responded
to the 2016 Annual Diocesan Appeal. If you have not yet made
your pledge, please reflect on your many blessings and let your
love for one another be intense.
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March 19, Saturday

sNatural Family Planning: Seminar for

engaged couples or anyone wanting to learn
more about natural family planning. To be
held at St. Joseph Church, Spearfish, from
9 a.m.-noon. Preregistration required. Next
seminar, April 23 at St. Therese the Little
Flower Church, Rapid City. )Amy at Family Life Ministries, 605-716-5214 x236 or
8ajulian@diorc.org.

March 25, Friday

sChancery Office Closed: in observance of Good Friday.

March 29, Tuesday

sCatholics Returning Home: Six-week
series for non-practicing Catholics considering returning to the church. Topics include: the church today, explanation of the
Mass, reconciliation, and the creed. No
charge. Held Tuesdays, at St. Therese the
Little Flower Church, Rapid City, from 78:30 p.m. )Deacon Greg Sass 605-9390579 or 8gsass@diorc.org or 8Returning
Catholics.net.

March 31, Thursday

sWRC deadline for submissions.

Paper mailed Tuesday, April 19.
)605-343-3541 or
8lhallstrom@diorc.org or
8bberreth@diorc.org

March 31, Thursday

sBeginning Experience, Level 1, Separated, Divorced & Widowed Support
Group: Nine-week, non-denominational
support group for Christian adults hurting
due to separation, divorce, or death of their
spouse. Preregistration requested. $30 registration fee; need based scholarships available. Begins at 7 p.m. Held at St. Therese

Events Schedule

the Little Flower Church, Rapid City.
)Amy at Family Life Ministries 605-7165214 x236.

April 1, Friday

sBishop’s Luncheon: 11:15 a.m. Mass,

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. Noon lunch in Cathedral Hall,
talk by Bishop Robert Gruss. Lunch $6.
Everyone welcome.
sWorld Apostolate of Fatima: First Friday Mass at 5:30 p.m. with prayers and devotions. First Saturday, April 2, begins with
prayers at 7:45 a.m. followed by 8 a.m.
Mass and exposition. Both in Our Lady’s
Chapel, Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. Dr. Kopriva 605-343-6202.
sDivine

April 3, Sunday

Mercy Sunday: Eucharistic
Exposition following Hispanic Mass (approximately 2:30 p.m.) includes Divine
Mercy Chaplet, veneration of St. Faustina
relic and blessing of items.
sŚrodowisko: Fellowship for young
adults, single or married, ages 18-35. April
meeting is “Board Game Madness!” Held
from 3-5 p.m. at Terra Sancta. See page 24.
8www.facebook.com/rcyoungadults
or
)Randy Vette, 605-716-5214 x228.

April 10, Sunday

sSanctuary Stained Glass Tour: The
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
and Holy Cross Chapel at Terra Sancta are
participating in the Sanctuary Stained Glass
Tour with four other parishes. Learn more
about the windows, how they were made,
and the scenes they depict. Admission is
free. Visit from noon-4 p.m.

April 13, Wednesday

sTaizé:

Experience the sacred through

hundredfold
BuiLDiNG A PARiSH VOCATiON MiNiSTRy

FORT PIERRE
Friday, April 22

St. John the Evangelist Church
5:30 pm CDT Optional Dinner
6:15-9 pm Presentation and Prayer

PIEDMONT
Saturday, April 23

Our Lady of the Black Hills Church
8 am MDT Mass ~ 8:30-9 am Coffee & Rolls
9 am-noon Presentation and Prayer
Noon- 1pm Optional Lunch

The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few.

There is no charge for this event. Sponsored by the Office of Vocations with help from local councils of the
Knights of Columbus. Please preregister for materials and meals by April 16 at www.Gods-call.org

GUEST SPEAKER: RHONDA GRUENEWALD

Rhonda Gruenewald is the author of “Hundredfold: A Guide to Parish Vocation Ministry.”
She will offer practical know-how on how to reach young people with a pro-vocations
message and how to sustain a healthy ministry.

song, silence and scripture. Held at 7 p.m.
in the Holy Cross Chapel, Terra Sancta

April 15, Friday

sHeart to Heart Retreat Weekends for
the Engaged: For engaged couples to
deepen their relationship with each other
and God by exploring the Catholic
Church’s vision of marriage. Attendance is
required for couples doing marriage prep in
the diocese. Ends April 17. Register online
at 8terrasancta.org. Next weekend, July
29-31. )Amy 605-716-5214 x236.
sDivine Mercy/Marian Conference:
Theme: “Do Whatever He Tells you.”
Held at Blessed Sacrament Church and features Fr. Chris Alar, Stockbridge, MA. See
page 8. 8terrasancta.org/divinemercy2016.

April 22, Friday

sRachel’s Vineyard: For those hurting
due to an abortion. Held in Rapid City.
Ends April 24. )Carol Kling 605-374-5639
or 8ckling@sdplains.com about the retreat
or 8www.rachelsvineyard.org for information about Rachel’s Vineyard.
sArt Exhibit: The Benedictine Sisters
and friends will show their work from
noon-4 p.m. at St. Martin Monastery. Also
on display April 23-24.
sNPM

June 10, Friday

Choir Festival: All music ministers are invited to participate in a weekend of sacred music. Nelly and Clayton
Southwick will be leading singers through
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a wide gamut of liturgical music culminating in a concert Saturday, June 11. Held at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Rapid City. Preregistration requested.
$15 fee includes three meals and social.
)Jackie Schnittgrund 605-342-6132 or
mail checks to Kathy Little, 14645 Country Road, Rapid City, SD 57701.
Catholic Social Services
invites you to a

FREE ESTATE
PLANNING SEMINAR

Wills, Trust and
Planned Giving
Saturday, April 2
9:30-11:30 am

CSS Offices at 529 Kansas City St,
Rapid City, SD
BH Bagels, Coffee & Juice served
Presented by Stephen Wesolick
WESOLICK LAW FIRM

For reservations call

605-721-7665

Terra Sancta Retreat Center Highlights — April

April 3: Our Lady of the Black Hills, Piedmont First Communion Retreat
Children who are preparing to receive Jesus in the sacraments need time
to be “away” so that their hearts can be ready. It provides us with a prayerful
environment that allows us time to focus on this tremendous gift they
are to receive.
April 4-7: Episcopal Diocese of South Dakota — Clergy Retreat
“Terra Sancta is a beautiful place to hold a retreat. The staff are incredibly
welcoming and took great care of us, the facilities are very good, and the
food was fantastic. Both bring you into God's presence and hold you in
God's spirit.” — The Rev. Lauren R. Stanley
April 9: The Journey Men’s Conference, Band of Brothers
Brings back husband, father and author Devin Schadt to help men become
the men of greatness they are called to be. Last year's conference had
100 men from all over the diocese learning about St. Joseph and their
call to greatness.
April 21: BH A&M Club – Aggie Muster
Each year alumni from Texas A&M gather and remember their classmates who
have passed during the year, all over the world.
April 22-24: Black Hills Area Decorative Artists
Participate in a national effort to hand paint paper mache boxes and donate
them to hospital grief programs for distribution to parents who have lost
children during or after pregnancy.
Other events in April: South Dakota Quilters Guild (Apr 8), Sanctuary Stained
Glass Tour (Apr 10), Heart to Heart: Weekend for the Engaged (April 15-17).
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Last month did you forget to go fishing?

At the end of my February article, I
gave a homework assignment. At this
point it looks like I need to give an extension because my phone has been
silent! The homework assignment was
this:
When you go to Mass on the weekend, make it your personal intention for
that Mass to ask the Lord Jesus,
through the power of the Holy Spirit, to
place in your heart one person who you
no longer see or rarely see at Mass. If
the Holy Spirit places in your heart a
name, I invite you to contact that person and reconnect with them. Simply
tell them that their name came to your
mind and heart and you want to reconnect with them. Then call me at 605716-5214
x235
or
email
MMcCormick@diorc.org and let me
know how it went.
Making connections with one another is how we begin to build up a
bridge of trust which opens the door for
further conversations about things that
truly matter — a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ and his church.
Sherry Weddell, in her book “Forming Intentional Disciples: the Path to
Knowing and Following Jesus,” outlines five thresholds of conversion: initial trust, spiritual curiosity, spiritual
openness, spiritual seeking and intentional discipleship.
Weddell writes, “Without some kind
of bridge of trust in place, people will
not move closer to God.”
I remember several years back I was
visiting with a young couple about the
baptism of their son. They were seeking baptism for their son, but were not
active in their Catholic faith, in particular the Sunday celebration of
Eucharist. I rarely saw them at Mass.
My initial conversation with this young
couple did not go very well. As a matter of fact, they almost got up and
walked out of the rectory.
I was simply too hard on them, laying down the guidelines and obligations
they have as parents in raising their

child in the Catholic faith. I just kept
hammering home to them their
obligation to attend Sunday Mass and
demanding some reassurance that their
child would be raised in the Catholic
faith.
At one point during our meeting
they had had enough and started to collect their belongings and move toward
the door. I had been too harsh. But for
some reason, as they walked toward the
door, the husband looked at me and
asked, “Did you ever know Father Dale
Kutil? He married us.”
I said, “Of course I knew Father
Dale Kutil.”
I began to share some stories of Father Dale and the three of us laughed
together. I shared with them an experience I had right before he died of cancer. An amazing thing happened as we
shared stories about Fr. Dale. They
began to unpack their belongings and
return to the couch and we finished discussing the baptism of their son.
Father Dale became this “bridge of
trust” that led this couple a step closer
to God and, hopefully, a more lively
Catholic faith. After the baptism, I received this note from that couple: “Father Mark, thank you for reaching out

to us and being part of our son’s baptism. It was a beautiful, meaningful
baptism and God has blessed our family in so many ways. We are very fortunate. Thanks again for sharing it with
us.”
I learned a great deal in this encounter with this young family, discovering how important it was to first build
a bridge of trust if my desire was to
bring them closer to Christ and his
church.
Weddell indicates that non-practicing Catholics and former Catholics do
not have a bridge of trust in place which
would enable them to retrace their
steps. She cautions us to avoid such
things as defensiveness or coming
across in a judgmental or critical way
when visiting with people that seem to
have a nominal practice of the Catholic
faith.
This was the trap that I fell into with
this young couple. Because I came
across as judgmental and harsh, instead
of drawing them closer to Christ and his
church, I started to drive them away at
a time when they had made a step forward by seeking baptism for their son.
Father Raniero Cantalamessa, in an
article titled “Christ Yesterday and
Today,” writes:
“For the clergy it is easier to be pastors than to be fishermen — that is, it is
easier to nourish those who come to the
church through word and the sacraments than it is to seek out those who
are far off in cultural environments that
are very different. The parable of the
lost sheep is reversed today: 99 sheep
have gone off and one remains in the
sheepfold. The danger for us is to spend
all our time nourishing this one remaining sheep and not to have time —
also because of the scarcity of clergy —
to seek out those who are lost. The contribution of the laity in this situation
seems providential.”
I’m inspired by the words of Father.
Cantalamessa, which are an echo of
Jesus’ words to Peter and Andrew in
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Matthew 4:19 NAB: “Follow me, and
I will make you fishers of men.” Being
a person of great hope, I ask that you
use that homework extension and seek
out the 99, build a bridge of trust with
them and lead them to a closer walk
with Christ and his church.
And if you are moved by the Spirit,
please take a minute to report back to
me. I would love to hear how your fishing went!
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What happens when the government suppresses religious freedom?
On September 24, 1949, Georgii
Karpov, chairman of the agency that
provided “liaison” to the Russian Orthodox Church for the NKVD, the Soviet secret police, wrote Josef Stalin
and his chief henchmen a confidential
letter reeking with self-congratulation.
The “government’s instruction on the
liquidation of ... the Greek Catholic
Church (in Ukraine),” Karpov crowed,
“has been carried out.” The “Uniate
Church” that “was subordinated to the
Roman pope was liquidated by August
of this year through its reunion with the
Russian Orthodox Church.”
The crucial moment in this calculated aggression, in which Russian Orthodoxy acted as a front for the brutal
assault on a sister church by an atheistic regime, came seventy years ago, on
Mar. 8-10, 1946, in Lviv, the principal
city of western Ukraine. There, after
more than a year of secret police coercion, a non-canonical “council”
(Sobor) of Ukrainian Greek Catholic
clergy “voted” (without discussion and
by a “spontaneous” show of hands) to
abrogate the 1596 Union of Brest that

had brought their church into full communion with Rome. Not a single
Ukrainian Greek Catholic bishop was
present; all were under arrest or en
route to the Gulag.
In the years between this notorious
Lviv Sobor and Karpov’s letter, the Soviet authorities completed the task of
“liquidating” the institutions of the
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, destroying those of its churches, seminaries, and monasteries that were not
“reunited” with Russian Orthodoxy. By
the early 1950s, Ukrainian Greek
Catholics were the largest underground
religious community in the world, living an entirely clandestine existence.
And they survived as such, through extraordinary acts of courage and fidelity,
until their church re-emerged publicly
in 1989.
The Lviv Sobor was not an ecclesial
act; it was a farce state-managed by the
Soviet authorities, who saw in
Ukraine’s Greek Catholics a major obstacle to implementing two communist
policies: state-sponsored atheism and
the Russification of Ukraine. Through-

Easter is more than

just chocolate eggs and Easter
baskets. As Catholics, we need to
encourage the truth of the season by
giving gifts and other reminders of
faith to our friends and loved ones.

We invite you to stop in

at the Mustard Seed where we have
greeting cards, books, Bibles and
devotional materials for adults and
children that will enhance your
Easter experience.
Puzzles
DVDs
CDs
Jewelry

Coffees & Teas
Holy Cards
Medals
Statues

*Remember your RCIA Candidates
and Catechumens*

out the first decades of the twentieth
century, under the leadership of an extraordinary archbishop, the Venerable
Andrey Sheptitsky, the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church had been the
engine, and later the safe-deposit box,
of Ukrainian culture, identity, and aspiration. Stalin was having none of this:
Ukrainian national aspirations (like
other such ambitions in the multinational prison of the USSR) would be
ground into dust, and one step toward
accomplishing that was the eradication
of the Greek Catholic Church.
So as World War II was winding
down, the Stalinist regime began a campaign of calumny — nicely described
by historian Bohdan Bociurki was a
“falsification industry” — that painted
Ukraine’s Greek Catholics as treasonous “bandits” and “criminals” who had
worked hand-in-glove with the “German-fascist occupiers,” and who were
sabotaging “the socialist transformation
in western Ukraine.”
The vilification of the Greek
Catholic Church and the Lviv Sobor
were integral parts of the Soviet attempt
to eviscerate Ukrainian nationalism.
And if “reuniting” Ukrainian Greek
Catholics with Russian Orthodoxy
helped strengthen the Soviet regime’s
control over the Russian Church so that
it became an even more pliable instrument of Soviet power, so much the better. There were ironies in the fire here:
in its efforts to liquidate the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church and accelerate
the Russification of Ukraine, the Stalinists were mimicking the 18th-century
behavior of the czarist regime the Bol-
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shevik revolution had displaced. In both
instances, though, the Russian Orthodox tendency to act as chaplain to the
regime, whatever its nature or character, was on display.

Why is this anniversary worth noting?
First, Catholics throughout the
world have a fraternal obligation to
honor the memory of the many Greek
Catholic martyrs who refused to accept
the Lviv Sobor, who stayed faithful to
Rome, and who consequently paid the
ultimate price.
Second, remembering the “falsification industry” of the past should make
us more alert to the lies of the present,
which are omnipresent in the Russian
propaganda
campaign
against
Ukraine’s efforts to build a future of
democracy, prosperity, and freedom.
And third, because there will be no
progress on the path opened by Pope
Francis in his February meeting with
Russian Orthodox Patriarch Kirill unless the church Kirill leads acknowledges its sordid role in the Lviv Sobor
of 1946, thereby taking an important
step in liberating itself from the evangelically stifling embrace of Russian
state power.

The cries of finitude melt our hearts
10
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What most moves your heart? I was
asked this question recently at a workshop. We were asked to respond to this
question: When do you most naturally
feel compassion in your heart? For me,
the answer came easily. I
am most moved when I
see helplessness, when I
see someone or something helpless to tend to
its own needs and to protect its own dignity. It
might be a baby, hungry
and crying, too little to
feed itself and to safeguard its own dignity. It
might be a woman in a
hospital, sick, in pain,
dying, helpless to get better, also unable to attend
to her own dignity. It
might be an unemployed
man, down on his luck,
unable to find work, the
odd man out when everyone else seems
to be doing great. It might be a little girl
on the playground, helpless as she is
teased and bullied, suffering indignity.
Or it might just be a baby kitten, hungry, helpless, pleading with its eyes, unable to speak or attend to its own need.
Helplessness tugs at the heart. I am always touched in the softest place inside
me by helplessness, by the pleading of
finitude. I suspect we all are.
We’re in good company. This is what
moved Mary, Jesus’ mother, at the Wedding Feast of Cana to go over to Jesus
and say, “They have no wine!” Her request here has different layers of meaning. At one level, it is a very particular
request at a particular occasion in history; she is trying to save her hosts at a
wedding from embarrassment, from
suffering an indignity. No doubt the
shortage of wine was due to some
poverty on their part, either a shortage
of money or a shortage of good planning, but, either way, they stood to be
embarrassed before their guests. But, as
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with most things in the Gospels, this incident has a deeper meaning. Mary isn’t
just speaking for a particular host on a
particular occasion. She’s also speaking
universally, as the mother of humanity,
Eve, voicing for all
of us what John
Shea so aptly calls,
“the cries of finitude.”
What is finitude? The finite, as
we can see from
the word itself,
contrasts itself to
the infinite, to what
is not limited, to
God. God, alone, is
not finite. God,
alone, is self-sufficient. God, alone,
is never helpless,
and God, alone,
never needs help
from anyone else. Only God is never
subject to sickness, hunger, tiredness,
irritation, fatigue, bodily and mental diminishment, and death. God, alone,
never has to suffer the indignity of
need, of getting caught short, of inadequate self-expression, of not measuring
up, of being embarrassed, of being bullied, of being unable to help himself,
and of having to beg silently with his
eyes for someone to come and help.
Everything else is finite. Thus, as humans, we are subject to helplessness,
illness, lameness, blindness, hunger,
tiredness, irritation, diminishment, and
death. Moreover, within all these, we
are also subject to indignity. So many
of our words and actions are, in the end,
cries of finitude, cries for assistance, the
cries of a baby for food, for warmth, for
protection, and for a safeguard from indignity. Although we are infinitely
more sophisticated in our humanity, we
are all still, at one level, the baby kitten, pleading with our eyes for someone
to feed us, and all the assertions of self-

sufficiency of the rich, the strong, the
healthy, the arrogant, and of those who
seemingly need no help are in the end
nothing other than attempts to keep
helplessness at bay. Not matter how
strong and self-sufficient we might believe ourselves to be, finitude and mortality admit of no exemptions.
Tiredness, illness, diminishment, death,
and painful hungers will eventually find
us all. Our wine too will eventually run
out. Hopefully someone like the
Mother of Jesus will speak for us,
“They have no wine!”
What’s the lesson in this? A number
of things:
First, recognizing our finitude can
lead to a healthier self-understanding.
Knowing and accepting our finitude
can help quell a lot of frustration, restlessness, and false guilt in our lives. I
once had a spiritual director, an elderly
nun, who challenged me to live by this
axiom: Fear not, you are inadequate.
We need to forgive ourselves for our
own limits, for the fact that we are
human, finite, and are unable to provide
ourselves and those around us all that
we need. But inadequacy is a forgivable
Monthly Message From Our Lady
On the 25th of each month, Our Lady
appears to the Medjugorje
visionary Marija to give us her message
to the world.

“Dear children! In this time of grace,
I am calling all of you to conversion.
Little children, you love little and
pray even less. You are lost and do
not know what your goal is. Take the
cross, look at Jesus and follow Him.
He gives Himself to you to the death
on the cross, because He loves you.
Little children, I am calling you: return to prayer with the heart so as to
find hope and the meaning of your
existence, in prayer. I am with you
and am praying for you. Thank you
for having responded to my call.”
2/25/16
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condition, not a moral fault.
Beyond forgiving ourselves for our
helplessness, recognizing and accepting our finitude should challenge us too
to hear more clearly the cries of finitude around us. And so whether it’s the
cry of a baby, the humiliation in the
eyes of someone looking for work, the
ravaged eyes of the terminally ill patient, or simply the pleading eyes of a
young kitten, we need, like Mary, to
take up their cause and ensure that
someone spares them from indignity by
changing their water into wine, by calling out: They have no wine!
Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author, is President of the Oblate
School of Theology in San Antonio, TX.
He can be contacted through his website www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on
Facebook :
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

Prayer Intentions of
the Holy Father
April

Universal: Small Farmers

That small farmers may receive
a just reward for their precious
labor.

Evangelization:
African Christians
That Christians in Africa may
give witness to love and faith in
Jesus Christ amid politicalreligious conflicts.
For more information, go to:
APOSTLESHIPOFPRAYER.ORG
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Meet the three new deacons to be ordained March 31
On March 31, Andy Clark, Lloyd Frein, and Craig Peterson will be ordained
permanent deacons at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City,
by Bishop Robert Gruss.

Andy Clark

Home Parish: St. Joseph, Gregory
Work: Family Practice Physician
Family: Wife Patty; three children — Rachel
(Dan), Caitlin (Jean-Baptiste), and Michael
Hobbies: Grow grapes and make wine, visit kids,
fishing and exercise
Church Involvement: Mostly educational —
taught RCIA and confirmation; lector,
Eucharistic minister, usher, and has served on the
parish council

Patty and Andy Clark

Rejoice with us
With great joy
Bishop Robert D. Gruss
warmly extends to the people of the
Diocese of Rapid City an invitation to the

Ordination to the Diaconate

Andy Clark
Gregory

Lloyd Frein
Philip

Craig Pearson
Hot Springs

March 31, 2016, 7 p.m.

Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help
(520 Cathedral Drive, Rapid City)

Reception to follow in the Cathedral Hall.

A

ll are welcome
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Why did you decide to become a deacon? I became Catholic when I was 26 years
old. The church has given me a lot over my lifetime, and I’ve felt the need for several decades to serve the church. I felt the tug for the first time when I chaperoned
the trip to World Youth Day in Denver in 1993, but it wasn’t a good time then to
start anything. I started the lay ministry program seven years ago and I realized this
was something I could do. I felt called to do this, the doors opened and I went
through them.
What are you most excited about? People will know I’m a deacon and I hope
they will come to me. I want to help people understand the church, why it does
what it does. I am excited to be more involved with the church and talking to people
about their faith and helping them through things.

Lloyd Frein

Home Parish: Sacred Heart, Philip
Work: Rancher
Family: Wife Marianne; seven children: Laura,
Tadd, Vance, Jacob, Patrick, Mikal, and Iane; 10
grandchildren
Church Involvement: Has taught RCIA and
CCD; trains Eucharistic ministers and lectors;
Chairman of the Stewardship Committee,
Marianne and Lloyd Frein
Eucharistic Minister, lector, acolyte, and has
served on the parish council.
Why did you decide to become a deacon? I feel called to a ministry being
involved with the priests and the need there. Being called by God’s gift and grace.
We are always called to more.
What are you most excited about? Being involved with the church and my faith
— we both lost our spouses and blended two families together. I really feel called to
help with the grief process and families, to be there for the people and being able to
pass on the gift of faith and the love of God that is so prevalent. I want to help share
what the faith is and be with people on their journey.

Craig Pearson

Home Parish: St. Anthony, Hot Springs
Work: Retired
Family: Wife Margie; two children, Amy and Cody
Hobbies: Fishing, four wheeling
Church Involvement: Both he and his wife teach
RCIA. He is an Eucharistic Minister,
lector, sacristan, and in Knights of Columbus.
Why did you decide to become a deacon: I don’t
know that it was a decision to say yes, but I decided
not to say no. I spent five years of silent prayer and
Craig and Margie Pearson
discernment, and I finally went and found people
who could help me discern it. I said, if this is what you want then I won’t say no. I
left it in the hands of the many people who have prayed for me and God.
What are you the most excited about? Doing whatever God wants me to do. I’ve
always been someone who likes to serve. For many years I felt that was my excuse
for not being that great at prayer. I am looking forward to more ministry to the
homebound and the sick. It’s not my comfort zone. Margie and I have started doing
some visits already. Father Kerry Prendiville has asked us to minister to a woman
who recently passed away, and it wasn’t as scary as I thought. We found it to be
rewarding.
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Diocesan pilgrimage emphasizes God’s mercy
By Laurie Hallstrom

First Pilgrimage

The first Pilgrimage Day in the Diocese of
Rapid City was held Feb. 27 at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help,
Rapid City. (Above) People attending
Mass. (Center) Fr. Michel Mulloy assists
Bishop Robert Gruss as he incenses the
Blessed Sacrament just before Bishop
Gruss gave a talk on Reconciliation and
Forgiveness. (Lower left) Lectio Divina
meditation led by Jean Hohm. (Below)
The day also included time for reconciliation, collectable prayer beads a prayer
card and healing service. (WRC photos)

To observe the Jubilee Year of Mercy (declared by Pope Francis) in the Diocese of Rapid pilgrimages are scheduled in each of the five deaneries. The first one
was hosted by the Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City, on Feb.
27. The next pilgrimage is at St. Charles Parish, St. Francis, on June 18.
Bishop Robert Gruss gave the opening address. He said, “Everything in Jesus
speaks of mercy and forgiveness, it is he who calls us and teaches us how to forgive. But even though forgiveness is at the very heart of the Gospel, how challenged we are at times to embrace this call.”
The bishop said unwillingness to forgive leaves us paralyzed emotionally and
psychologically, as well as spiritually. He asked, “Is there anyone past or present
whom you need to forgive; anyone whom you carry resentment toward; anyone
who has harmed you in any way, big or little, in the past or in the present, who you
need to forgive? Ask Jesus to reveal to you, to place on your mind and heart, anyone whom you need to forgive.”
In his address he noted reconciliation is not always possible because the other
person may not be open to it or they may no longer be living. “It is not forgetting
what happened to us, but it is letting go of the pain and the hurt which was brought
about as a result of the experience. We can carry the pain and the hurt for a very
long time,” said Bishop Gruss.
The second speaker was Jean Hohm, Rapid City. She led a guided meditation
called Lectio Divina. Reading the parable of the Good Samaritan, she asked the
people to listen, reflect and see what inspired them in the passage.
After lunch and the sacrament of reconciliation, Mass was held in the afternoon. Following the parable about the barren fig tree, in his homily, Bishop Gruss
explained it was about people who live separated from God because they will not
repent from sin.
“In Jesus’ mind, repentance should bear fruit in our lives and the world. In the
parable, giving the gardener another year, represents the patience of the owner.
Jesus reveals once again the ‘patience of the Father,’” he said. “There are two attitudes toward our spiritual health that will stand in the way of repentance. One
is self-satisfaction, which can saturate our sense of spiritual worth: ‘What do I
need to repent of? My relationship with God is fine.’ Conversely, worthlessness
can envelope us: ‘God could never forgive me; God does not want a person like
me.’”
The bishop concluded, “God loves you and me more than we can imagine —
he will do anything to help us become the person we were meant to be ...‘being
merciful as our heavenly Father is merciful.’”
After Mass healing prayer teams were available to pray over people. A video
of the presentations is on the diocesan website, www.rapidcitydiocese.
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The spiritual works of mercy have eternal impact

Our Lady of the Black Hills Parish,
Piedmont, hosted a Day of Mercy
event on Feb. 25. It was held at the
Terra Sancta Retreat Center and the
guest speaker was Jeff Hurd, a lawyer
from Rapid City.
He said he didn’t understand mercy
until he read Jackie Francois-Angel’s
chapter in the book, “Beautiful
Mercy.” Mercy comes from the Latin
miserere “misery” plus cor “heart.”
“When we ask for God’s mercy, we
are asking him to relieve us of a heart
that is miserable. So, our task is to be
Christ’s vehicle for relieving someone
from a heart that is in misery,” Hurd
said.
The corporal works are important,

the afflicted, willingly forgiving ofhe explained, but, “All of the people
fenses, and bearing wrongs patiently
that Christ fed, healed, or exorcised,
— call for compassion. “It means takall died. We are eternal souls, and that
ing part in their suffering and hearing
is where our focus must
them out. Not trying to
be.”
Spiritual Works of Mercy
‘fix’ or ‘cheer up.’
Regarding the first
Instruct the ignorant
Often all a person
three works, to inCounsel the doubtful
Admonish
sinners
wants is to be heard.
struct the ignorant,
Comfort the afflicted
That alone can comfort
counsel the doubtful
Forgive offenses willingly
them in their trials,” he
and admonish sinBear wrongs patiently
said.
ners, Hurd said the
Pray for the living and the dead.
Lastly, prayer for
world seems to have
others is the fuel by which we mainlost a sense of right and wrong. He
cautioned the work must be done with tain the other spiritual works of
mercy, according to Hurd.
love: “No one wants to be talked
At the end of his presentation, he
down to or judged or ‘sold’ somesaid, “Satan often tells us that it is too
thing.”
The next three works — comforting much for us. We cannot forgive. We

60th Anniversary

In celebration of Dean and Mary (Turnis)
Antonsen’s 60th wedding Anniversary on
April 14, their children would like to
honor them with a card shower. Cards of
congratulations may be sent to: 1927
Sunny Springs Drive, Rapid City, S.D.
57701. They are the parents of six children, Kent and Lori Antonsen of Rapid
City, Jim and Debbie Antonsen of Kadoka,
Karla and Clinton Herman of Chamberlain,
Jean and Dr. Mike Haley of Mitchell, Mike
Antonsen of Quinn, and DeeAnn and
Wayne Barber of Chadron, Neb.; and they
have 19 grandchildren and 18 great grandchildren.Their family is looking forward to
helping them celebrate with a family
gathering in July. (Courtesy photo)
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cannot bear the wrong. We cannot
counsel the doubting child. But that is
the lie of the deceiver. It is not too
much because we can do all things in
Christ who strengthens us,” he said.

Jeff Hurd

Mercy

March 2016

Jubilee
Year of

April Saint of Mercy — St. Faustina

“Be always merciful as I am merciful. Love everyone
out of love for me, even your greatest enemies, so
that My mercy may be fully reflected in your heart.”
— Jesus to St. Faustina

St. Faustina Kowalska is often called the Apostle of
Mercy. The Lord Jesus chose Sr. Mary Faustina as the
secretary of his mercy, so that she could tell the world
about his great desire to pour his mercy upon the
world. However, if you found yourself walking the streets of Krakow,
Plock or Vilnius, Poland, where she
lived and served as a sister and encountered her, you probably would
have never guessed she had been
given this great task by God.
Sr. Faustina was born the third of
ten children into a poor peasant family in Glogowiec, Poland. She received
little education, only attending school
for three years. By the age of 16 she
had left home and was working as a
housekeeper to help support herself
and her family. From a young age, she had a desire to
enter religious life, and at the age of 20 she was able to
enter The Congregation of the Sisters of Our Lady of
Mercy. She worked as a cook, gardener and porter,
performing her tasks faithfully and was obedient to the
rule of religious life. She seemed cheerful and full of
kindness to those she worked with, but her life also
seemed ordinary and insignificant. Hidden within herself was an extraordinary faith and union with God.
In the 1930’s, she received a message from the Lord
inviting her to become the apostle of Divine Mercy, a
model of how to be merciful to others and an instru-

Find us online:

ment for reemphasizing God’s plan of mercy for the
world. She lived her whole life, in imitation of Christ,
as a sacrifice for others, willingly offering her personal
sufferings in union with Christ to atone for the sins of
others and sought to bring joy and mercy to all she encountered. She continued to receive revelations and visions and many extraordinary gifts which she recorded
in her diary, but remained hidden to all but her Spiritual Director.
“These gifts are merely ornaments of the
soul, but constitute neither its essence nor its
perfection. My sanctity and perfection consist in the close union of my will with the will
of God” (Diary 1107).
Saint Faustina died on October 5, 1938, at
the age of 33, consumed by tuberculosis.
After her death, her closest associates were
amazed as they began to discover what great
sufferings and deep mystical experiences had
been given to this simple, uneducated sister
of theirs. Pope St. John Paul II beatified Sr.
Faustina in 1993 and declared her a saint in
the year 2000. Jesus’ great message of mercy
is now being spread to
the whole world through
her diary and the image
of Divine Mercy which
she was given. Both her
writings and the example
of her life give us a blueprint for how we can fulfill Jesus’ invitation to “be
merciful just as your Father is merciful” (Luke
6:36).

www.rapidcitydiocese.org/Jubilee-year-of-mercy
www.facebook.com/DiorcYearofMercy

Day of Mercy — in each parish
Thursday, March 17, 2016

Upcoming Events
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Terra Sancta Retreat Center, Rapid City
Confession from 8 a.m.-7 p.m. Two priests
available at all times with four-five priests
available from 5-7 p.m. Adoration
throughout the day.
Presentation begins at 7 p.m.
Speaker: Father Jonathan Dillon
“Saints in Mercy”
Benediction at 7:45 p.m. Social to follow.

Thursday, April 28, 2016

St. Therese the Little Flower, Rapid City
Speaker: Deacon Larry Kopriva
“Divine Mercy and St. Faustina”
Want to watch the
presentations but can’t
make it to Rapid City?
Watch a live stream at:
www.rapidcitydiocese.org

Prayer to St. Faustina

O Jesus, You inspired Saint Faustina with
profound veneration for your boundless
Mercy, deign, if it be your holy will, to grant
me, through her intercession, the grace for
which I fervently pray…
My sins render me unworthy of your
Mercy, but be mindful of Saint Faustina's
spirit of sacrifice and self-denial, and
reward her virtue by granting the petition,
with childlike confidence, I present to
you through her intercession.
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Catholics and acceptable contraceptives uses

Contraceptives include drugs and
devices like condoms, the Pill, and
spermicides. It might come as a surprise to some to learn that the Catholic
Church does not always oppose the
“use of contraceptives.”
A couple of trivial examples can
help explain this point. The church
would not oppose the use of a contraceptive spermicidal gel to lubricate the
axle of a bicycle tire to improve its rotation, nor would it specifically oppose
the use of inflated condoms as party
balloons. The particular context is important.
More serious examples of acceptable
contexts and uses for contraceptives
would include using the Pill medically
to treat serious gynecological problems,
or using the Pill to block the release of
an egg from a woman’s ovary in a situation of rape to protect her from becoming pregnant from the attack.
Contrary to popular confusion, as we
can see, the church does not always oppose the “use of contraceptives.”
What the church does always oppose, however, are acts of contraception. An act of contraception is a very
particular type of disordered human action that involves the decision freely to
engage in marital intercourse, while
pursuing countermeasures in anticipa-

tion of, contemporaneously with, or
after the completion of the sexual act,
to try intentionally to block it from
achieving its proper finality, namely,
the engendering of new human life.
These countermeasures can include,
to borrow the words of Pope Paul VI,
“any action which either before, at the
moment of, or after sexual intercourse,
is specifically intended to prevent procreation — whether as an end or as a
means” (Humanae Vitae, n. 14).
Pope Francis, in a recent interview,
pointed out that Pope Paul VI, in a difficult situation in Africa, “permitted
nuns to use contraceptives in cases of
rape.” This use of contraceptives by a
group of nuns occurred during an exceptional wartime situation in the Belgian Congo. Although no document has
ever been found in the Vatican indicating that permission was actually given
by the pope, these women were given
the Pill by their physicians because they
appeared to be in imminent danger of
sexual assault during the uprisings of
1960.
The Pill was provided to prevent
their ovaries from releasing an egg, so
that if they were raped during the chaos,
the attacker’s sperm would not be able
to fertilize any of their eggs, and a pregnancy would not occur. This “use of

contraceptives” would clearly not be an
act of contraception, because there
would be no consensual sexual act, but
only an act of violence and brutality
forcibly directed against the women.
Hence, this use of contraceptives constituted, in its essence, an act of self-defense, not an act of contraception.
A rapist, of course, has absolutely no
right to forced sexual intimacy with his
victim, nor does he have any right to
bring about her impregnation, and the
woman has absolutely no moral duty to
make her eggs available to an attacker’s
sperm. Hence the use of contraceptives
in an emergency situation like this
would be morally permissible precisely
because it would not constitute, morally
speaking, an act of contraception, but
would rather represent a defensive and
self-protective maneuver in a situation
of grave and imminent danger.
The use of contraceptives can be
morally acceptable in other contexts as
well, again, because such uses do not
constitute acts of contraception. For example, when a woman has severe menstrual bleeding, or pain from ovarian
cysts, the hormonal regimen contained
in the Pill may sometimes provide a directly therapeutic medical treatment for
the bleeding or the pain. This use of
contraceptives is an act of medical ther-
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Making
Sense of
Bioethics

Fr. Tad Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
apy to address a pathological situation,
not an act of contraception.
The secondary effect from the treatment, namely, marital infertility, is only
tolerated, and should not be willed, desired, or intended in any way by the
couple. It is worth noting that it would
not be acceptable to make use of contraceptives like the Pill for these medical cases if other pharmacological
agents or treatments were available
which would offer the same therapeutic benefits and effects without impeding fertility.

Fr. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D.
earned his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did postdoctoral work at Harvard. He is a
priest of the diocese of Fall River,
MA, and serves as the Director of
Education at The National
Catholic Bioethics Center in
Philadelphia. See
www.ncbcenter.org.
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Project Rachel conference
brings directors together

Social Justice

By the Office of Family Life Ministries Staff

On February 21-25, Amy Julian, Director of Family Life Ministries, and Carol
Kling, Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat Director, attended the United States Conference
of Catholic Bishops, Project Rachel Directors Training, in Washington D.C. Sponsored and paid for by the USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, the conference
was an opportunity to hear about new directions in the ministry of bringing post
abortive women and men to the healing love of Christ.
Attended by over 90 representatives from various dioceses, the conference was
structured as an “Integrated Approach to Healing,” covering topics ranging from
the “Theology of Forgiveness” to the “Importance of Confidentiality,” including
the roles of the diocese, priests, counselors, volunteers and prayer support. Kling
said that, “the developments in the post-abortive men’s ministry gave me much to
think about.”
Julian said she was pleased to have the opportunity to meet and network with
her peers from across the country commenting that “we have already set up a
shared calendar and email group for directors to stay in touch and facilitate collaboration.”
Both Julian and Kling said that the conference was particularly appropriate for
the Year of Mercy and have great hopes for the continued expansion of the postabortive ministry within the diocese. “Our annual Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat bears
so much fruit and healing, but it would be nice for these wounded people to be able
to find resources year round. Hopefully, Project Rachel will enable us to coordinate and communicate those resources so that they are more accessible,” said
Kling.
The next Rachel’s Vineyard retreat in the Rapid City area takes place April 2224. For confidential information or registration, call Carol at 605-374-5639 or
email ckling@sdplains.com.

SJC Outreach Committee informs and motivates

Expect to hear more this year from the Social Justice Commission Outreach
Committee.
Remember the photos and write-up on the celebration of the Feast of Our Lady
of Guadalupe in January’s West River Catholic? The dinner and reception that followed that Mass involved coordination, man-power, and funding from SJC. Expect future reports on more events and coordination with various groups in the
diocese. You have might seen their booth at Pastoral Ministry Days.
Look for their fliers announcing the diocesan trip to the March for Life 2017
in Washington, D.C., or an announcement inviting you to their next fall/winter
workshop on the “Stewardship of Creation.” You might even see a video recap of
past SJC activities or read an informative and motivational quote in your bulletin.
You might also see SJC members at local outreach events. Some attended last
fall’s Catholic Social Services meeting on the St. Vincent de Paul Society’s plans
to help those in need in the diocese. More recently, some attended, along with 45
other church and community leaders, a “Church Meet and Greet” discussion on
area homelessness, sponsored by Rapid City Mayor Steve Allender. Further involvement with that group’s efforts to lessen homelessness is planned.
Stay tuned. Let the Outreach Committee inform and motivate you.

2016 SD Legislation Update as of press time

March 2016

These bills passed both SD legislative Houses; they go to the Governor or back to the first
house to concur or resolve differences.
Abortion: HB 1123 Dept. of Health post information on abortion facility inspections on its
website; Governor signed. HB 1157 a doctor provide a woman additional information on
chemical abortion; to Governor. SB 24 prohibits sale of aborted fetal body parts, with a Class
6 felony penalty; Governor signed. SB 72 prohibits abortion of unborn child capable of feeling pain (20 weeks+) & provides a penalty; Governor signed.
Abuse & Human Trafficking: SB 54 adopts recommendations of the SD Elder Abuse Task
Force, protects seniors/adult disabled; Governor signed. SB 168 adds “receiving” another
person to current trafficking law & raises victim’s age to 18; to Governor; SB 169 child
pornography laws to include electronic means and increases penalty; to Governor.
Environment: HCR 1012 requests SD Congressional delegation introduce legislation to compensate private landowners in Perkins County and Wind Cave for fire damage caused by the
US Forest Service; House & Senate concurred; Enrolled.
Family Issues: HB 1224 SD residents participate in “ABLE” (“Achieving a Better Life Experience”) savings program to support a disabled person; Governor signed.
Medical related: HB 1110 provides prenatal care for unborn children whose mothers are not
eligible for Title XIX care based on citizenship; to Governor.
Education: SB 159 tax credits to insurance companies for educational scholarships contributions; to Governor.
These bills were Tabled or Deferred to the 41st day/
Family: HB 1008 restrict certain access to school restrooms/locker rooms; Amended; Governor vetoed; Override Failed.
Religious Freedom: HB 1107, the “Government Non-Discrimination Act” (GNDA) ensures
government not discriminate in matters of religious belief and moral convictions; House 4610; S Judiciary Tabled at sponsor’s request.
The Legislature will be in recess until March 29. For more information on bills, see:
Catholic Advocate Network (CAN) website:
http://www.sfcatholic.org/CAN/content.aspx?id=2054
SD Legislative website: http://legis.sd.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/
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Strengthening Family Ties

International adoption worth the wait
By Mary Garrigan, CSS

Don’t let Gayla Slaughter’s soft
Texas twang fool you.
She makes herself heard when she
needs to.
Four years into a complicated international adoption, Gayla and Dwain
Slaughter of Rapid City are still fighting to adopt Michelet, a 7-year-old
handicapped Haitian orphan.
“Sometimes to get something
done … you just have to go be a
squeaky wheel. It was my job to
fight for him,” Gayla said.
After making six trips to Haiti since
2011, the Slaughters finally brought
Michelet to Rapid City in 2015 on a
temporary medical visa, with a home
study done by Catholic Social Services.
Michelet was born with hydrocephalus in the poorest country in the
western hemisphere. Orphaned before
his first birthday, he received no medical treatment and languished in a
small, ill-equipped orphanage where
Shylah Joyal, Gayle and Dwain’s
daughter, met him during a missions
trip in 2011.
By then, his head was enlarged and
his legs were so atrophied from lack of
use that he could not crawl or walk.

Shylah convinced her mother to
travel to Haiti to be with Michelet when
he was finally scheduled for surgery at
age 3 to relieve the pressure on his
brain. Gayla spent a month with him
and when she returned to Rapid City,
one of her first calls was to CSS’s
Family Services Department. Adoption
specialist Lisa Spielmann answered her
questions about international
adoption and eventually did
the required home study for
the Slaughters. “Lisa was one
of the first people I talked to.
She has stuck by me and encouraged
me every step of the way,” Gayla said.
Dwain, who was stationed at
Ellsworth Air Force Base but deployed
to Iraq, didn’t meet Michelet until 2013.
By then, Gayla already had made four
trips to Haiti and spent countless hours
lining up donations of services from
medical professionals here in Rapid
City to apply for a medical visa. Until
the adoption is final, Michelet isn’t covered by the Slaughters’ health insurance.
The Meadowbrook Elementary
kindergartner is soaking up the English
language. Physically, he’s made huge
strides, too. He’s learning to walk,
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thanks to donated surgery to
release atrophied tendons in
his legs and twice weekly
physical therapy sessions here
in Rapid City.
The Slaughter home is
filled with a child’s laughter
again, six years after daughters Shylah and Sharayah left
home. “It was appealing to
Dwain and Gayla Slaughter family
have a kiddo in our house
again. Especially this kid. We laugh so Slaughter’s story, if you talk to families
much. We have so much fun. He’s just who were able to endure the adversity,
a bundle of joy,” said the 49-year-old they will tell you it was well worth the
Corral Drive Elementary physical edu- wait.”
With Michelet’s medical visa set to
cation teacher. Dwain, 50, is retired
from the Air Force. Also a Texas native, expire in July 2016, the Slaughters exhe works as an operations manager at pect the adoption will be finalized by
then. “We’re hopeful that we’re on the
RPM Associates in Rapid City.
International adoption requires both home stretch. Catholic Social Services
faith and action, especially when adopt- has been walking along with us a long
time,” Gayla said.
ing a child from Haiti.
To Donate:
“They have hit about every road
To help give Michelet the gift of moblock known to international adoption
and have been in the process for going bility, please donate toward the assison five years, which is a much longer tive gait device that he needs at:
wait than our average adoptive family,” http://www.adaptivemall.com/
said Natalie Lecy, director of CSS’s micheletj.html.
Family Services Department “Any family considering adoption needs to know For more information contact Natalie
that the experience is not always easy Lecy, Director of Family Services at
and it calls for both patience and en- CSS, css@cssrapidcity.com, 348-6086
durance. However, as you can see in the or 800-727-2401.

Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora Pray and Work Ora et Labora

Reading classic biblical illustrations enhances our life on earth
By Sr. Florence
McManamen, OSB

For many people, the reading of
Scripture, especially during Lent, offers insights into learning about God
and the “things of God.” One author,
Peter Kreeft, describes three books of
the Bible, Ecclesiastes, Job and the
Song of Songs as important aspects of
our lives. Ecclesiastes with its theme
of “all is vanity,” except belief in God
and his great love for the human person, typifies hell. The suffering told
about in the Book of Job depicts purgatory. Love, the theme of the Song of
Songs, shows us the true meaning of

life which is union with God in
heaven.
The Book of Ecclesiastes asks the
basic question of a person’s existence,
“What is the meaning of life?” Our
world desperately needs good leaders
and good actions but often the negative aspects of power, materialism,
pleasure, and egoism, surface. True
knowledge of God and a person’s relationship with God and with one another is the real answer but often the
knowledge of God is distorted and
sometimes people feel a nothingness
regarding the ultimate purpose of life.
The Book of Job deals with “life’s

deepest problem, the problem of evil,
of suffering, and of injustice.” The
Book of Job portrays a mystery that
the human mind cannot comprehend,
but a prayerful reading of Job helps in
leading a person to trust more fully in
God. It also helps the person to appreciate the gift of purgatory with its opportunity to repent and fully prepare
for “living with God.”
The Song of Songs helps a person
realize the love God has for each person and for the church. In the Song of
Songs, the bridegroom is the symbol
for God, and his chosen bride is the
symbol for the new Israel, the church

and each of its members. The introduction to the Song of Songs in the
New American Bible reads, “In Christian tradition, the Song has been interpreted in terms of the union between
Christ and the church and, particularly
by St. Bernard, of the union between
Christ and the individual soul.”
Peter Kreeft writes, “Ecclesiastes is
the all-time classic of vanity. Job is the
all-time classic of suffering. And the
Song of Songs is the all-time classic
of love.” Prayerful reading of these
all-time classics helps fulfill our life
on earth and brings us to a joyful
union with God for all eternity.
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Hosting the National Tekakwitha 2017 requires many volunteers
By Deacon Marlon Leneaugh
Director of Native Ministries

The Diocese of Rapid City will host the 2017 National Tekakwitha Conference. The conference will be held at the Ramkota Convention Center, July 19-23,
2017. This will mark the second time the conference has come to Rapid City.
A little history of the Tekakwitha Conference: The conference originated in 1939 in the
Diocese of Fargo, N.D., as a gathering for
priests who served as an advisory committee
to then-Bishop Aloisius Muench of Fargo
(after other appointments including apostolic
visitator to Germany, he was elevated to cardinal in 1959). Thirty-nine years later, (1978)
the conference was held in Rapid City and invited Native American Catholics who served
in native ministry. Once again thirty-nine
years later, (2017) the conference will return
to Rapid City. This is no coincidence, but is
the work of Woniya Wakan (the Holy Spirit.)
Hosting a national conference is not an
easy task, it involves a lot of hard work and
Artwork courtesy of Richard Valenti.
plenty of help from the community. A Planning Committee has been formed and includes the following officers: Chair person Beverly Running Bear; Vice Chair Angie Stover; Secretary Germaine Little
Bear; Treasurer Deacon Marlon Leneaugh.

Obituary

Mother Mary Paula Hannah, 80, formerly of Belle Fourche
Mother Mary Paula Hannah,
O.Cist., was born Genevieve Mildred
Hannah to Maurice and Rose (Hetzel)
Hannah in Belle Fourche, July 24,
1935. The sixth of nine children,
Mother Paula was blessed with keen intelligence and a quick wit. At the age
of 19, she entered Sacred Heart
Monastery, a Benedictine community

in Yankton, but before professing final
vows, she discerned a call to the newly
founded Valley of Our Lady Monastery
(then known as St. Ida Convent). Living with the six Swiss foundresses,
Mother Paula learned the Cistercian
monastic way of life and helped the
small community transition from a
Swiss-based to an American-based cul-

There are many committees that need to be filled with volunteers who would
like to be involved in making the conference a success for all the attendees who
will be visiting our area. The following is a list of the committees:
If you are interested in volunteering or
Fundraising Committee
assisting in any way please come to
Youth Committee
the next meeting. It will be held at the
Transportation Committee
Mother Butler Center, 221 Knollwood
Liturgy Committee
Dr., Rapid City, adjacent to St. Isaac
Prayer Service Committee
Jogues Parish on April 16 at 11 a.m.
Healing Committee
All are welcome. Questions can be diRegistration Committee
rected to me at 605-343-3541.
Environment Committee
Grand Entry Committee
Traditional Powwow Committee
Sales Committee
Monetary contributions are
Workshop Committee
welcome: Send them to:
Hospitality Committee
2017 National Tekakwitha
Welcome Committee
Conference
Public Relations Committee
c/o Deacon Marlon Leneaugh,
Handicap and Elderly Services
PO Box 678
Committee
Rapid City, SD 57709-0678
Program Agenda Committee

wwwwww

Canku Wakan a four day experience of inculturated evangelization, will be held Apr. 21-24, at Sioux Spiritual Center. Call Deacon
Marlon Leneaugh 605-343-3541 or email MLeneaughSr@diorc.org.

ture. She was elected in 1978 as the first
American prioress of the monastery, a
role she would fill until 2005. In the
early 2000s, Mother Paula began noticeably to decline from Alzheimer’s
disease, a condition she learned to ac-

A Safe Environment for Children and Young People

The Catholic Diocese of Rapid City is firmly committed to creating and
maintaining the safest possible environment for our children and young people. To
report allegations of sexual abuse by church personnel, contact the Victim Assistance coordinator, Barbara Scherr. To ensure confidentiality in her outreach to victims, she can be contacted privately at 1-605-209-3418 (cell). Her phone has caller ID and messaging features. All
information will be treated confidentially. Alleged victims are advised of their right to report
alleged abuse to civil authorities.
In accordance with diocesan policy, all allegations of sexual misconduct involving children
or young people and priests, deacons, lay employees, or volunteers serving the Diocese of
Rapid City will be investigated.
The diocesan sexual misconduct policy and the code of conduct are posted on the diocesan
website at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.

Mother M. Paula Hannah

cept with grace and good humor. After
resigning from the office of prioress,
she continued to teach classes based on
St. Thomas Aquinas’s Summa Theologiae; she never tired of reminding her
students that “All that really matters is
that we get to heaven.” And to the end,
she persevered in teaching all her sisters how to abandon oneself completely
to God. She died early in the morning
on Friday, February 19. Mother Paula
was preceded in death by her parents,
brothers: Robert Hannah and Bill (Janice) Hannah, both of Belle Fourche; sisters Dorothy Holt, Marjorie Hannah,
and Barbara Lee.
She is survived by: sisters Phyllis
Kertzman, Rita (Gary) Piroutek and
brother Jerry (Judy) Hannah, all of
Rapid City and her brother Ken (Marlene) Hannah of Havre, MT.
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Jail ministry a corporal work of mercy
March 2016

it because it is a corporal work of
By Laurie Hallstrom
mercy. We (volunteers) get as much
In this Jubilee Year of Mercy there
is a group dedicated to one of the cor- out of it as the prisoners do. Sharing
your faith makes it stronger. Also, it
poral works of Mercy — visiting the
has given me a new outlook on those
imprisoned. Hope For New Life jail
who are incarministry volunteers
cerated — I
bring their faith to
have more
men and women
compassion.”
inmates at the PenCurrently,
nington County Jail,
there are two
Rapid City. The
separate
group is also one of
sessions for
the Western South
men held on
Dakota Catholic
Wednesdays
Foundation grant
between 5:15 to
recipients for the
8:30 p.m. The
2016-17 fiscal year.
women’s meetThe group started
in 2005. Bill
“When, Lord, did we ever see you ing is held the
Gradoville, group
... in prison and we would not help same evening
from 7-8:30
leader, said they get
you?” Mt 25:44
p.m.
positive feedback
There are 13 active members and a
from the inmates and he has been told
couple of pending applications to join
it is the best attended volunteer activthe ministry. The jail requires a backity in the jail. Inmates have to sign up
ground check and an orientation sesin advance to attend. The groups are
sion on jail policies before anyone can
limited to 18 participants and there is
a waiting list on the men’s cell blocks. minister. In addition, HFNL has 51
prayer partners — volunteers who
Half of those attending are Catholic
pray for the intentions of the prisonand half are from other Christian
ers. Jail ministers work in teams and
denominations according to him.
When Gradoville was asked why he usually serve two Wednesdays in a
works with this ministry, he said, “I do row. There is a team meeting at

Catholic Social Services on the third
Monday of each month. Volunteer
time averages seven hours per month.
Father Ed Witte, SJ, of St. Isaac
Jogues Church will be working with
the team. In the past, they have needed
to ask for a priest for confessions or
baptisms.
The volunteers work in pairs. The
HFNL format has a lead — a person
who greets inmates, opens the program, passes out holy water, collects
inmate prayer requests, and sends out
an email review of the meeting. The
next week the lead person is the core
person.
The core presents a message using
a topic of choice. “We explain that no
matter what they have done, God will
forgive them,” he said. A sample of
the past topics included: Divine
Mercy, turning life over to God, forgiveness, Mary and the saints, and
Bible lessons. Gradoville said the program topics can be reused because the
jail population has a lot of turnover —
some will complete their terms, some
are waiting for a trial or sentencing,
and some are being
transferred to other facilities.
The group will use the WSDCF
grant and other donations to purchase
Bibles, rosaries, prayer books and
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prayer cards. At Christmas they give
away 500 to 600 bags of candy to inmates and guards. They accept donations of jigsaw puzzles and paperback
books on religion or novels —
excluding romance novels.
To learn more about this ministry
call the following Rapid City or
Piedmont parish representatives:
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help, Bill Gradoville, 341-2721
Blessed Sacrament Church,
Tony Galles, 348-2301/431-3219
St. Therese Church,
Jill Leberknight, 431-1926
Our Lady of the Black Hills Church,
Brad Blauvelt, 343-6906/390-0683.

June 11, 2016
Bishop’s 5th Annual
Fishing Tournament

Hosted by St. John the
Evangelist Parish, Ft. Pierre

More information will be
announced in the coming months.
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Cookie Shipment

News

(Left) February 17, Cathedral Knights of
Columbus Council 1489 and Catholic
Daughters of the Americas Court St. Rita,
Rapid City, teamed up to send homemade
cookies to seminarians and religious men
and women from the Diocese of Rapid City.
A total of 21 boxes of baked goods were
mailed. At left, William Grode, Bonnie
Spratte, Tim French, Leon Lunders and Don
Skinner are part of the assembly line packaging cookies. (WRC photo)

(Right) At Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary,
Winona, Minn., seminarian Andrew Sullivan enjoys
the treats. “When I receive support, in prayers or
cookies, it makes my day. Knowing that people
from home are thinking of me keeps me searching
for God's will in my life,” said Sullivan. Another
seminarian at IHM, Robert Kinyon, said “Receiving
support here at seminary is truly a blessing —
something that I greatly appreciate and cherish. I am immensely
grateful to all those who help
through generously sharing themselves with us.” (Courtesy photo)

The Chancery is
closed on
Good Friday,
March 25.

Special Collection
April 16-17, 2016
Visit www.usccb.org
or contact Teresa Spiess
tspiess@diorc.org l 605-343-3541

Copyright © 2015 USCCB, Washington D.C.All rights reserved.
Photo credits ©123RF, Getty Images, iStock, Lightstock
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Rough
Weather

Rite of Election

Bishop Robert Gruss presided at the Rite of Election, February 21, at the
Cathedral of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Rapid City. Candidates seeking
confirmation and catechumens seeking all three sacraments of initiation
(baptism, first Communion and confirmation) gathered at the Mass and were
presented to the bishop. Sponsor Ray Ecoffey introduces catechumen Devin
Lamont to Bishop Gruss. Both are from St. Anthony of Padua, Hot Springs.
(WRC photo by Becky Berreth)

Marriage
Dinner

Caterer Diane London
stands at the dessert
table at the St. John
the Evangelist, Marriage
Dinner, Ft. Pierre, on
February 14. The
Knights of Columbus
hosted the event which
included widows and
widowers as special
guests. (Courtesy
photo)

February 6, winds
blowing between
70-90 miles per
hour blew down
the framework of
the new St.
Michael Church,
Hermosa.
According to
building committee member,
Leo Van Sambeek, the wood was a total loss and there was minimal damage to
the concrete foundation. New trusses were ordered for the church and parish
hall — which delayed the project six weeks. It is hoped the church will be finished by August. (Photos courtesy Leo Van Sambeek)

YOUTH PREVENTION COORDINATOR
Lakota Circles of Hope Program

Full-time position at Catholic Social Services, with emphasis on curriculum development and program marketing. BA or BS Degree Required. Travel is also required.
Must have working Knowledge of Native American culture. Competitive Salary and
benefit package. Send resume to: CSS, 529 Kansas City Street, Suite 100, Rapid City,
SD 57701 or email to: css@cssrapidcity.com. Closing date is April 1, 2016.

In Your Prayers

Birthdays: April 11, Fr. Leo Hausmann. Necrology: April 2, 1944, Edward Calahan; April
4, 1987, William Fitzgerald, SJ; April 6, 1959, Nicholas McNamara; April 7, 1940, Placidus
Sialm, SJ; April 12, 1952, Henry Westropp, SJ; April 12, 1982, Ronald Zelnick; April 17,
1966, Kevin Doyle, CSC; April 20, 1953, John Vogel; April 21, 1921, John Shea, CSC;
April 23, 1957, Joseph Zuercher, SJ; April 25, 1920, Hugh Mullen; April 27, 1977, Robert
Ehrenbold; April 28, 1960, Thomas Carroll; April 28, 1989, Richard Pates, SJ; April 29,
1924, John Boyle; April 30, 1940, Anthony O’Hora.

Blessing of St. Blaise

Father Grant Gerlach, Deacon Larry
Kopriva, and Father Brian Lane
blessed the throats of more than 100
eighth and ninth grade students at
Blessed Sacrament Church, Rapid
City, as part of the confirmation
class, February 3. (Courtesy photo)
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Two receive national recognition from National Catholic Educational Association

By Becky Berreth
room.”
As part of the nomination process,
Two members of the Rapid City
Catholic School System have been rec- Honeycutt and Shultz had to complete
ognized for their “dedication and com- part of the application.
Questions for the superintendent remitment to excellence.” Superintendent
Barb Honeycutt and St. Thomas More volved around governance and leaderMiddle School Principal Keiz Shultz ship of the school system, the strategic
have been awarded the “Lead. Learn. design plan, development, and “what
Proclaim.” award by the National we have done to move our school forCatholic Educational Association. Ac- ward over the last few years,” excording to a press release from the plained Honeycutt, who started in the
NCEA, “the annual award honors those RCCSS as a volunteer for the developwho have demonstrated a strong ment office more than 20 years ago.
Catholic educational philosophy as “Our enrollments and tuition assistance
well as exceptional ability, dedication have been increasing, but it’s not just
that. If you look back at what the peoand results.”
Mary Helen Olsen, an eighth grade ple of this school have accomplished
using the funds we had,
religion teacher, nominated
still being able to carry
both women for the award.
out an education of exOlsen, who has worked for
cellence, it is phenomethe school for 28 years, has
nal. If you create a
seen the impact both women
timeline of the last sevhave had on the school and
eral years, the total
said that nominating the two
package speaks for itwas obvious. “It was very
self. ”
evident that Barb was wor“And it’s been such
thy at all levels,” she said. “I
a short amount of
have watched the school
time,” added Shultz.
grow under her leadership.
“The reality is we have
It’s not just the number of
Superintendent
been
a K-12 district for a
students, but her spiritual
Barb Honeycutt
short amount of time
leadership and the way she
compared to other schools across the
draws the best out of her personnel.
“Keiz is an active coach for us. She country. We have so many different
is all about, ‘What can I do to make you areas — curriculum development,
a better teacher?’ She works to provide fundraising, academic standards — that
resources, training, or whatever we people have come together and worked
need. She’s a real advocate for us, and hard to make us what we are today.”
According the Shultz, the questions
wants us to be the best in the class-
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for the principal’s
award focused on the
running a school.
“One of the things
I work hard on is the
faith formation of not
only the students, but
the faculty and staff,”
Shultz said. “Part of
that shows in what
we are trying to do in
developing an overall
community of faith.”
Shultz, who has
been with the RCCSS
for 22 years, said she Eighth grader Jake Zaug shakes hands with St. Thomas
was also asked about More Middle School Principal Keiz Shultz at Stations of
professional develop- the Cross. (WRC photo by Becky Berreth)
ment and how she
helps the teachers to be better at teach- people.”
“Receiving this individual award is a
ing and student development.
“I talked about our advocacy pro- great way for us to tell about how wongram, which we are presenting at the derful our school system is,” agreed
conference, and our peer-to-peer men- Keiz.
They will be recognized, along with
torship program with the junior class,”
the 32 other “Lead. Learn. Proclaim.”
she explained.
Both Honeycutt and Shultz were award winners during the annual
quick to share the award with everyone NCEA Convention and Expo at the end
who has worked with and currently of March in San Diego, Calif. The
works for the RCCSS. “Our faculty and NCEA is the largest private education
staff work so hard it’s nice to see all of association gathering in the country
our work recognized on a national and features professional development
level,” said Honeycutt. “This success is sessions, liturgies, and an exhibition of
the result of hard work from a lot of educational products and services.
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RCIS ACCREDITED BY ADVANCED
PINE RIDGE — The AdvancED
team recently spent a day on the campus of Red Cloud Indian School listening in to classroom discussions and
learning about new developments in the
curriculum. AdvancED is a leading
non-profit, non-partisan educational organization that has conducted rigorous reviews of over 32,000
schools and schools systems
across the country. Following their visit, they granted
Red Cloud another five-year accreditation, acknowledging the deep commitment of staff and teachers to helping
every student reach their full potential.
“We are honored to once again have
AdvancED’s accreditation. Their mission is to help schools continuously improve in order to support student
learning — and that is exactly what we
do every day here on campus,” said
Walt Swan, Jr., superintendent.
The accreditation process includes
multiple steps, from collecting extensive data on student performance to
asking students, parents, and staff to
share their reflections through a stake-

Ed Update

holder survey. Red Cloud’s Director of
Curriculum and Assessment Moira
Coomes spent months gathering information to illustrate how Red Cloud students are responding to innovations in
the classroom and beyond.
“Over the last three years, we have
really focused in on implementing the
best practices in education. In Social
Studies, we have
adapted new methods
to promote research
skills. Next, we’re working to promote
cross-curricular instruction in Social
Studies and English to strengthen academic writing, continuing to enhance
STEM learning by striving to give our
kids access to the latest technologies,
all while focusing on integrating the
Lakota Language and spirituality into
everything that we do,” she said.
“I’m thrilled our approach is working. Our goal is to keep improving so
that every Red Cloud student can
thrive.”
(Article courtesy of Red Cloud Indian
School. To lean more the curriculum, visit
www.redcloudschool.org.)

LEARNING THE SYSTEMS OF THE BODY
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A fourth grade student at Our Lady of Lourdes, Porcupine, looks at his poster
before labeling the skeletal system as part of a project on the systems of the
body. Teacher Carol Johnson-Vaughn had students create a poster of the
skeletal, nervous, digestive, cardiovascular, endocrine, or muscular systems.
(Courtesy photo)
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Young adult community — real friends in Christ
By Randy Vette
Director of Youth
and Young Adults

There is an age group
that can be easily overlooked when it comes to active ministry in the church.
I’m talking about the young
adult age group, and I don’t
mean just the 18 to 35 age
group — specifically the
post-graduation but before
family life age group. There
is a group of 20 or 30-somethings that have matured out
of the college years and
landed a steady job, but at
the same time have not really settled yet into the
spouse, mother/father, car
buyer, home owner role.
Life at that stage has potential to be very lonely if there
isn’t a community to be a
part of.
I had a small taste of this
when I first moved back to
Rapid City and lived in a
small two-bedroom apartment … by myself. Thankfully, however, I’ve been
blessed to be part of a community of young adults that
has grown out of friend-

ships, providence, and a desire for more. We have been
active in a variety of ways,
whether it’s simply eating
together, playing card
games, forming a volleyball
team, or watching a movie.
What really helps me be
grateful for this community
is when we place our friendships in the context of Christ
and our Catholic faith.
I admit I take it for
granted sometimes, but
when we can pray together,
share graces with each
other, encourage each other
in our struggles, and serve
others together, I know we
have something worth cherishing. Serving now as the
Director of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry for
the diocese, I look forward
to welcoming others to this
community and sharing the
goodness that I myself have
received.
You can find us on Facebook at https://www.face
book.com/youthrcsd
or
email me for a schedule of
events at RVette@diorc.org
or call 605-716-5214 x228.

(Above) Luke Brown, Meagan McMahon, Kristin Rokusek,
Wendy Kummer, Bridget Decker, Randy Vette, Elizabeth
Hofer, Christina Oberlander, Andrew Ley, and Phillip Mangin
attend a progressive dinner/dessert hosted by Jeff and
Stephanie Hurd. (Below) Jake Davis, Evan Sand, Sung Kang,
Andrew Ley, Phillip Mangin, Karmen Horton, Colen Kling,
Amanda Biggs, and Steven LeFleur pose for a photo before
serving a meal at the Cornerstone Mission. (Courtesy photos)

Do not say
‘I am only a youth’

A “YouCat” nugget courtesy
of the Office of Youth
& Young Adult Ministry

The Corporal Works
of Mercy
Feed the hungry
Give drink to the thirsty
Clothe the naked
Shelter the homeless
Comfort the imprisoned
Visit the sick
Bury the dead

The Spiritual Works
of Mercy
During this Jubilee Year of
Mercy you are called to
live the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy
in your daily life.

Instruct the ignorant
Counsel the doubtful
Admonish sinners
Bear wrongs with patience
Forgive offenses willingly
Comfort the afflicted
Pray for the living and dead

Now
Playing

“The Young Messiah” (Focus)

This engaging dramatization
remains faithful to the underlying
message of scripture even as it
speculates about the childhood of
Jesus (played here, age 7, by Adam
Greaves-Neal), a topic on which the
Gospels are virtually silent. As
Joseph (Vincent Walsh) leads his
family back from exile in Egypt, he
and Mary (Sara Lazzaro) struggle to
understand and guide their unique
son, whose supernatural identity is
at least partially known to his
relatives —including his uncle
Cleopas (Christian McKay) and
cousin James (Finn McLeod Ireland)
— and whose miraculous powers are
already apparent. Danger pursues
the extended clan in the person of
a Roman centurion (Sean Bean) who
has orders from King Herod
(Jonathan Bailey) to find and kill
the boy and in the figure of Satan
(Rory Keenan) whose presence only
Jesus can sense. Director and
co-writer Cyrus Nowrasteh’s screen
version of Anne Rice's 2005 novel
“Christ the Lord: Out of Egypt”
sensitively explores the mystery of
the Incarnation in a way that will
both intrigue and entertain viewers
of most ages. Though discreetly
handled, some mature elements
bar endorsement for the youngest
moviegoers. Combat violence with
slight gore, scenes of crucifixion,
an attempted rape, at least one
crass term. The Catholic News
Service classification is A-II — adults
and adolescents. The Motion
Picture Association of America
rating is PG-13 — parents strongly
cautioned. Some material may be
inappropriate for children under
13.

Classifications

The Brothers Grimsby .........O
London has Fallen..............O
Whiskey Tango Foxtrot ........O
Zootopia ......................A-III

Classifications used by the USCCB are:
A-I, general patronage; A-II, adults
and adolescents; A-III, adults; L,
limited adult audiences, films whose
problematic content many adults
would find troubling; O, morally
offensive. For more information, visit
http://www.catholicnews.com/
movies.x.

